The Boolarra Link
Established 1981-Volume 40, Edition 3

Boolarra South
Landcare Group
The big storm in June caused enormous damage as we could all see. Recovery will take years; landslips, fallen trees and flooding affected so many
in our community. Budgeree was hit hard and many of our tree plantings
have been destroyed. The wet ground is still causing problems and farmers
have so much damage to fences and paddocks, a very difficult time. The
Shire has been doing an impressive clean up everywhere. At Primrose Park
nearly all the trees have gone and the rubbish piles are huge. Machinery is
hard at work now getting rid of the heaps. The Mill Site requires remediation and DELWP have begun work to deal with that, this is great news as
Two Mick’s Track is currently closed. Keith has not been able to access the
Falls for water testing as the Reserve is closed, however he has been testing
at Apex Park and found the water
quality was not affected despite the
amount of water and the debris.
Our tree planting was again disrupted by COVID, but members
were able to collect trees and plant
them. We managed a working bee
between lockdowns and tackled
some dead trees in the arboretum
and weeding around that area.
Landcare Groups form local networks and these groups are coordinated by a Facilitator, ours based
in Traralgon. The Facilitator has
expertise in Landcare matters and
helps groups share information,
Keith and Steve removing a dead tree.
coordinate events, circulate educational and other information,
apply for funding and so on. In recent years due to reduced Government
funding there was not sufficient money to fund a full time Facilitator for
West Gippsland. More funding has been made available and we are very

pleased to have two part time
Facilitators to work with us and
for us. We hope this will result in
more community engagement,
sustainable agriculture, pest and
weed management and disaster
management, all important for our
futures.
Spring is coming and the birds
have been active. A few snakes
have been spotted too so watch
your step especially in the bush.
When the sun shines go and enjoy
the beauty that surrounds us. Feel
free to take your secateurs as you
walk at the Mill Site as we are
aware that there is cutting back

The Big Storm

Clean up at Primrose Park.

required but we just can’t keep up at
the moment without the help from
Corrections Victoria. We really need
more community involvement and
if you could give two hours a month
it would make such a difference. We
work from 10am till 12 noon on the
second Saturday of the month provided we are not in lockdown and
would love to see you.
Denise Schiller.

Fox’s Hole during the floods
and after clean up.

probably the largest seen in 90 years - which took down so many trees passed
through three months ago; most have forgotten, some who are personally affected
still deal with the aftermath. Since then much clean-up and repairing was done, but
more is still to do. Many worked on the clean up - paid, like Latrobe City contractors or unpaid work, like Landcare or BlazeAid (who still have a camp in Yinnar to
help rebuild fences see page 3). A disaster like this will have long term effect on a
few of us, while a little help, can have a big effect on those. The area along Morwell
River Road - taking in Primrose Park, Fox’s Hole and Apex Park was very heavily
impacted, as these pictures show.
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DISCLAIMER
The views expressed in The Boolarra
Link are not necessarily those of the
committee unless acknowledged
as such.
No endorsement of products or
services is implied by the listing of
advertisers or sponsors.
While every effort is taken in printing
contributions accurately, the
committee takes no responsibility
for errors.
THE BOOLARRA LINK
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The committee members are:
President - Luke Potter - 0418 530 682
Treasurer - Matt Ryan
Secretary - Alan Hall
Advertising Officer - Paula Ryan
Editor - Sylvia Sauppe -5169 6321
Subeditor - Alan Hall
Proof reading - Alan Hall - Deb Chanesman Roz Castairss - Robert Edis - Patrick Francis
Photographer - Paula Ryan - 0413 844 660
Feedback, articles, photos and correspondence
can be provided via email to
editor@boolarralink.org.au
or by letter addressed to The
Boolarra Link and dropped
off with Mary or Shannon at
the Boolarra Post Office.
Or general contact:
info@boolarralink.org.au
Scan for Website
Website:
boolarralink.org.au

BOOLARRA LINK ADVERTISING
Advertisements are in blocks of 8cm WIDE
x 10cm HIGH
Blocks can be arranged side by side
or on top of each other
FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00
2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks - $28.00
Full page $250.00
Half page $180.00
BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $38.00
All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4
editions and paid for in advance.
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The Boolar ra Link
The Boolarra Link is published for
free to the Boolarra Community, this
is made possible through our Sponsors and Advertisers.

We would like to thank their
valued support for 2021.

We wellcome private and
business sponsors
If you like to become a sponsor of the
Boolarra Link please contact us. We
ask the community to get behind and
support these businesses as they support our community newspaper.
Strzelecki Plumbing, Boolarra Post Office, Charlie Mac and Associates.

AGM
To be held on
Thursday 14 October 2021
From 6PM
All Welcome
We will meet online this year, if you like to join us
please contact the editor with your name and email
address before 13 October then we can send you an
invite.
Email: editor@boolarralink.org.au
Phone: 0488 488 354

Police Report
Please take all care possible when driving in
bad weather. If visibility is low then remember
to turn on your headlights, if the weather is
hazardous use your fog lights; the more visible
you are the better. Also be aware of trees, if you
come across any blocking roads or possibly
about to fall onto roads, please call the SES 132
500, Latrobe City 1300 367 700 (24 hours) or
of course Police on 000. Follow the emergency
alerts from the Emergency Victoria and be safe
out there.
I have been informed of verbal and physical
aggression towards staff at various shops within
Boolarra and Yinnar in relation to wearing
of masks instore and signing in on the QR
code. The staff are just trying to comply with
the complex requirements imposed by the Victorian Government and are held accountable
by the Government to comply with their rules.
You can help them out by signing in when
entering the building and wearing a mask as required. Any form of verbal or physical aggression towards staff is not right and will not be
tolerated. If I am called to attend to this it will
result in either a fine or attendance at Court, I
do not have any tolerance for abuse of staff just
trying to do their job. Signing in to a store will
help with contract tracing if we do have an outThe Boolarra Link - September 2021

break in the area and wearing a mask will help
slow the spread of this virus.
There have been some suspicious cars reported
around the area please be aware and remember to lock up your house, sheds, garages and
cars. Do not leave your valuables visible in the
car when parked or unlocked as it just invites
people to steal them.
With the new road markings painted on Main
Street, Yinnar, be aware you are not allowed to
complete a u-turn over them, you are however
allowed to turn over the island to enter a parking spot, driveway or another road. So far they
appear to have made traffic slow down through
town and made people more aware of the
school crossing which is a good thing.
Please remember when you see an emergency
vehicle stopped on the side of the road with its
red and blue lights flashing or moving slowly
along the road you are required to slow to
40km/h whilst driving past on both sides of
the road. This applies to all Police, CFA, FRV
Ambulance Victoria, SES and Vic Roads vehicles (Vic Roads have magenta lights). As far
as I have seen only about 50 per cent of people
comply with this rule.
Matthew Ryan,
Leading Senior Constable,
Boolarra Police Station.

lost our main volunteer base, as
Melbourne based volunteers are
not able to leave Melbourne. We
currently have 24 properties still
requiring Blazeaid help.
We are a seven day a week camp, with a typical
Camp opened: 28 June in response to the flood
day beginning at morning muster at 8am. Our
and storm damage experienced in the area.
volunteers arrive on properties a little before
Some 170 properties were referred to us from
9am, where they assist property owners on a
the Latrobe City and South Gippsland Councils.
range of fencing and fence clearing jobs. Property
After contacting all property owners, this list
owners usually provide morning tea and lunch.
was reduced to 76. Some properties asked to be
Our volunteers typically leave around 4pm.
taken off our list as they deemed others to be in
The Yinnar Rec Reserve is our base camp, where
more need, other were able to complete their own volunteers stay in a range of accommodations
repairs and some needed help beyond Blazeaid’s
ranging from caravans, swift tents, station wagcapability to deliver.
ons/vans and swags.
In that 11 week period we have been COVID
Many people greatly appreciate the help Blazeaid
lock down on 3 occasions, for half that time.
provides communities in times of natural disasEach time has resulted in the loss of our volunters and feel powerless to help due to time conteers as they have had to return to their homes
straints or ability.
and a stop to Blazeaid work.
The 46 male and female volunteers at this camp
The COVID restrictions has meant we have
so far have ranged in age from 14 to 79. Over

Yinnar Camp

the last month we have had great help from a
Blazeaider with vision impairment. Nearly all our
volunteers have returned between lockdowns,
work hard and have a great time when here.
If you have the time and the will, we’ll find a way
for you to assist.
We appreciate that for some volunteering is just
not possible. For those people we encourage you
to join countless others in the community who
have contributed by making donations in the
form of money, food and fuel at the Yinnar Fuel
and Hardware, as it is these many donations that
keeps Blazeaid (which is 100% volunteer based)
going.
for more information or if you can help see our
website: https://blazeaid.com.au/
Luke van der Meulen.
Volunteer Yinnar Blazeaid Coordinator.
0438 747 566 & 0467 580 9659.

Interested in becoming a Unit Holder in the
Boolarra Community Hotel?

The Boolarra Community Hotel is owned by a Unit Trust and there are
about 130 people who have purchased units. It was formed in 2016 when
the Hotel was about to close. These people believed that it was important
to have a hotel in Boolarra, for the benefit of the community and the
functioning of the town. Since then, a number of these unit holders have
moved away from Boolarra and some are seeking to divest themselves of
this community investment.
As Trustees, we are seeking interest from the Boolarra and district community as to whether there are additional people interested in investing
in their town through purchase of units in the Hotel. The Hotel is leased
and functioning well although there will be little opportunity to give any
financial returns to unit holders for a while yet due to the loans that were
incurred during the earlier operations period prior to leasing.
Rules associated with the unit Trust include that a unit holder must purchase a minimum of 2,500 units and that they will not exceed a maximum of 40,000 units. The units were sold with a par value of $1.00 per
unit.
We acknowledge the contribution of all unit holders in ensuring that
Boolarra retains a viable hotel. The hotel is in a much better condition
than when we purchased it and we are continuing to improve it so that it
has a secure future.
For those interested in becoming new unit holders please contact either
Peter Devonshire on 0428 346711 or Roger Pither on 0419 811321.
Alternatively, you can email Peter Devonshire at peter@devtree.com.au
The mammoth task of cleaning up along Morwell River Road.
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It’s exciting times at the Budgeree Hall. Although, like so many, we have had to cancel,
postpone and reschedule events and bookings.
The June storms battered the Hall and grounds.
Trees ripped from the ground, branches thrown
around and leaves torn to pieces and plastered all
over the walls of the Hall. Luckily no structural
damage occurred, just a branch falling between
the two water tanks breaking the guttering and
pipes.
Budger-tea continues every Thursday 10.30am12.30pm. Except in lockdowns. This community

morning tea continues to grow in popularity
with about 25-30 people each week. It showed
how important it is to the community with a
fabulous turn out the week after the storm even
though we had to use a generator to boil the kettle and fire pit to try and keep warm. Having the
chance to come together to share stories and experiences was critical to the recovery process. We
even had local MP Russell Northe pop out with
care packages put together by the VCAL students
at Kunai College, and ABC National News and
the Latrobe Valley Express reportage. Budger-tea
welcomes everyone. Come to eat, come to laugh,
come together. We would like to thanks Australia
Post Grants for their continuing support of such
a special program for our community.
If you drive past the Hall you will see the skeleton of the new deck being constructed. As part

Boolarra Memorial Park Committee of
Management invites tenders
for the lease of approximately 12 hectares
(30 acres) of pasture at the Reserve.
The lease is for an initial annual lease from
1 November 2021 to 31 October 2024.
The lease property is a multi-use area
which includes the Boolarra Pony Club
jumps course, and the second oval.
The area includes water troughs, cattle
yards, river frontage and gating.
Applicants should request a copy of the
lease to understand the terms.
The tender submitted should include the

HA Z E LWO O D
PROPERT Y
M A I N T E NA N C E
• Small or Large Lawns
• Gutters/Window Cleaning
• Pruning/Weed Eradication
Mark & Sandra Maynard
MOBILE: 0412 549 376
PH/FAX: 03 5163 1782
pmhazel@bigpond.com

price, and a summary of the applicants
experience and intended usage of the
leasehold.
Tenders should be submitted in writing by
9 October 2021, to:
Colin Brick,
Secretary,
Boolarra Memorial Park, 2420 Monash
Way, Boolarra, 3870
Phone: 5163 1212, Email: colin.brick@
hotmail.com

Yinnar Fuel
& Farm Supplies
David & Jan Holt

“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”
GREAT RANGE – GREAT SERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an
independently owned & operated
Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering
old fashioned, friendly driveway service
+

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240

52 Main Street, Yinnar Vic 3869
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of our Latrobe Valley Authority grant we have
finally reached the final stage of the Hall’s refurbishment. A deck on the west side that will be
a great addition to the usability of the Hall. The
deck will be four meters wide and 10 meters long
with a ramp to join the front of the Hall and,
best of all, a roof. We are really excited by the
entertainment opportunities the deck will offer
especially over the warmer months.
The Budgeree Hall Reserve Committee Inc managed to hold the AGM at short notice in between
lockdowns on 11 August. We are so excited that
we were able to fill all positions on the committee and have some new people join with exciting
new ideas. We have Jean (president), Leanne
(secretary), Gordon (treasurer), Adria (Project
Manager), Cindy (Wedding Coordinator) and
general members Gabrielle, Edgar, Edith and
Amber. We would like to thank both Gladys and
Alister Hall for their service to the community
and dedication to the community over many
years. Gladys and Alister formally resigned from
the committee. We welcome anyone to attend
our meetings which are the third Wednesday of
the month at 7pm at the Hall.
Leanne Potter,
Secretary,
Budgeree Hall Reserve Committee.

Knitting Kits Australia
For your convenience selected kits are
now available at Boolarra General Store.
Kits feature natural fibre yarns, pattern and any
accessories needed to complete your project.
Needles available separately.

Knitting Yarns by Mail
114 Fox & Fanckes Rd Boolarra South
Open by appointment only
Phone Alison : 0408 992 927
Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au
Orders delivered free to Boolarra Street addresses

Boolarra Community
Development Group
In the last edition of The Boolarra Link I outlined
my concerns about the need for new blood on
the Boolarra Community Development Group, as
well as other important groups in our community
such as the halls and the cemetery trust.
Our AGM is due shortly. It was scheduled for 16
September 2021 but due to the COVID lockdown
has been deferred.
Let me make it perfectly clear.
Without substantial new and younger blood
coming onto the committee we cannot continue
to function effectively, and the BCDG will go into
recess.
Most of the current committee members are
over sixty, and have been on the committee for
over five years. In recent meetings we have had
no more than four or five committee members attend. The group cannot continue in this manner;
we need more participants.
Our Community Development Group’s aim is to
promote the social, economic and environmental
development of Boolarra and district in accordance with the wishes of the community.
We see our role being to work with the people
and groups within the community to advance
and foster the town’s wellbeing. We also seek to
work closely with Latrobe City Council, State
and Federal Members of Parliament and various
Government Departments, as well as hosting
and promoting various community events for the
enjoyment of all.
The BCDG has now been active for 20 years, and
we are very proud of what we have achieved in
that time and the reputation that both we and the
community have established within the region as
a get-things-done group and community.
We have some exciting projects happening, and
are financially well off. We welcome new ideas
and fresh perspectives.
Most of you are probably aware of at least some
aspects of what the BCDG is involved with, and
has done over the years. The following is a by no
means comprehensive list of the things we have
been involved with over the past 20 years:
•
•
•

Established 2002, with incorporated status,
and our own ABN
All Meetings are open to the public, and we
welcome people attending and raising issues
or presenting ideas
Assisted in establishing the Folk Festival, with
the first couple occurring under the aegis of
the BCDG

• Assisted in establishing the Men’s
Shed which operated
under the aegis of
the BCDG until it
obtained independ-

munity.
Current projects underway include:
• Liaison role on the Boolarra-Yinnar Bike
Trail with the YDCA and Latrobe City
• Historical signage in Railway Park and at
Budgeree Hall
• Rose Garden in Centenary Park
• Botanical signage on prominent trees around
Boolarra
• Christmas lighting for Boolarra
• Community Garage Sale and Car Boot Sale.
We welcome anyone who is able to assist in any
of these projects, or people who have ideas for
new projects or events. Contact someone on the
committee or come along to our next meeting.
Roles on the Committee:
Being on the committee is not a daunting prospect. Meetings are held monthly, and normally go
around two hours (unless Sue is chairing, when
they go much quicker).
The following is a list of the roles that I believe
need to be filled for the committee to operate effectively.
• Chairperson
• Deputy Chair
• Treasurer
• Minutes Secretary
• Correspondence Secretary
• Grants Coordinator
• Publicity Officer
• Christmas Carols Coordinator
• Australia Day Coordinator
• Open Gardens Coordinator
• Other events coordinator (Anzac Day?).
The event coordinator workload tends to be
concentrated on the two to three months leading
up to the event. It is assumed that other committee members are able to assist in the planning and
staging process.
From a time-commitment viewpoint the most
onerous positions are probably Treasurer, Correspondence Secretary and Grants Coordinator,
but having them as separate roles enables the
workload to be shared more evenly.
Summary
I hope I have given you something to think
about, and that you agree with me that the BCDG
is an important part of the on-going future of this
community.
A flyer will go out, with details of the AGM.
Please make the effort to attend.
If you would like clarification on any points made
in this article, or any aspect of the operation
of the BCDG, please feel free to contact me, or
speak to other members of the committee.

ent incorporation status
• Youth Theatre Group, and Youth and Space
program
• Domestic violence program
• Re-established the Boolarra Link, in 2009.
• Liaison with outside groups including:
oLatrobe City, (A Liaison Officer attends most
meetings, and often the local councillor)
oDELWP
oVicRoads
olocal politicians
oVictoria Police
oMirboo North &District Community Bank
oMirboo North &District Community Foundation.
• Fire recovery activities
• Development of Boolarra Welcome Pack
• Boolarra Koffee Kart and Cool Room,
• Coordinated the entry that made Boolarra
winner of 2007 Small Town award,
• Ongoing support of other community organisations including:
oMemorial Hall
oCFA
oHistorical Society and Museum Trust
oRecreation Reserve
oCommunity Hotel
oBoolarra Primary School
oThe Kindergarten and Play Group
oBudgeree Hall
oBoolarra South Landcare
oFriends of the Morwell River.
• Assisted individuals and groups to stage community events or implement ideas, (e.g. Small
Halls Tour, Bushfire Anniversary Event, Pop
up library, BMX track)
• Established infrastructure in the community
such as the skate park, BMX track playground
equipment, and the gazebo in Railway Park
• Provision of publicly accessible defibrillators
in town
• Organise regular community functions
including Christmas Carols, Australia Day,
Open Garden days and Art Shows, Community Garage Sale
• Dissemination of information throughout the
community
• Establishment of the monthly Food and Produce Swap
• Fundraising for Shannon at the Post Office
Colin Brick,
• Coordinate the Latrobe City Small Towns
Secretary,
Capital Funding of $10,000 pa.
Boolarra Community Development Group.
• Umbrella group for local organisations who
do not have an ABN
• Support of social activities within the comThe Boolarra Link - September 2021
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Vale Wendy Stewart
(Allan)30.6.1951 – 12.7.2021

Wendy at Frankston.

Wendy was born in Morwell Hospital on 30
June 1951 to Ted, a Master Painter, and Lydia
Allan. She had two brothers, David and Roger,
and two sisters, Peta and Elizabeth. The family
lived in Vincent Road, Morwell, an area where
many British and Irish families settled, and this
gave Wendy her first taste of her own cultural
background. Her family later moved to Bairnsdale, where Wendy attended Primary and High
School, receiving honours in several subjects
before attending Frankston Teacher’s College.
Her first teaching position was at Yinnar Primary School, then Tobruk Street Primary
School, Morwell. She was living in Churchill at
that time, her family having moved back from
Bairnsdale. She met Ray Stewart at the Morwell
YMCA. He was playing squash with his friends
and Wendy had tagged along with some of her
friends to watch the basketball. They arranged a
night out and it continued from there.
They were married at the Registry Office in the
old Morwell Shire Offices on 5 October 1973.
In a comedy of errors, Ray almost married Jill
Godfrey, Wendy’s best friend. Wendy had taken
a nervous trip to the loo and the Registrar noticed Jill standing there waiting on her own and
called her over and mistakenly began the ceremony. As newlyweds, Wendy and Ray settled
into a flat at the top of Vincent Road, Morwell,
near the water tower.
Ray says, when they first met, Wendy was a bit
of a hippy and always dressed in brightly coloured clothes. She was also extremely shy at
that stage. She was totally different to any other
woman that Ray had ever met before. And that
uniqueness remained throughout their 48 years
of marriage, which is what he most liked about
her.
Wendy taught at Tobruk Street until Tristan
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was born in 1974. Wendy and Ray then bought
a house in Townsend Street, Churchill. Wendy
then went back to work at Commercial Road
Primary School in Morwell. She was one of the
earliest married teachers to continue her career
as a mother, which was quite ground-breaking
in that era. Tristan was lovingly cared for in the
daytime by his Nan, Wendy’s mother, Lydia.
Wendy stopped teaching after Chelsea arrived
in 1976.
In 1984 they sold their Churchill house and
bought a five-acre block of land in Boolarra
where they lived in a shed with no insulation
and a pot belly stove as their heater. In 1985
they began building a house on their block
which they moved into during the Christmas
holidays of 1988.
Wendy was a very clever lady and extremely
intelligent. She returned to education as an
Integration Aide at Boolarra Primary School
whilst undertaking the extra units she needed
to requalify as a primary school teacher. She
then taught preps at Boolarra Primary School.
She was an excellent teacher and well respected.
Even now, her ex-pupils tell the family “Your
Mum was my teacher and she was really good”.
She was young at heart herself and related well
to small children.
She had an amazing imagination, always inspiring Tristan and Chelsea to be creative in music,
drawing, painting and crafts, and she bought
them the equipment they needed. They didn’t
want for anything. Her way of thinking was
to use your own imagination and if they complained of having nothing to do, she would tell
them – “go and read a book”; “draw a picture”;
“go and play a game”. She also encouraged and
supported them in their musical endeavours,
which often involved coming out at night to see
their performances.
She made every birthday special. Tristan and
Chelsea would choose a cake from the birthday
book, which Wendy would make and decorate.
They would have a new outfit to wear for their
celebration party. And she would organise the
games. Christmas was also a highlight on the
calendar and a time for family and friends to
spend together - the Kuhnells and Stewarts
spent several Christmas Eves together, which
they all fondly remember. In more recent years,
Christmases have been shared with Ariane,
Elliot and Clayton and their families. She loved
Christmas decorations and they all had to be
involved in trimming the tree. To enhance the
atmosphere, she would put on reindeer ears and
play Christmas music.
Wendy had several interests over the years. As a
girl, Wendy played a snare drum in the Bairnsdale Pipe Band and, after moving to Churchill,
she played hockey with her sister, Peta. She
enjoyed knitting, watching BBC dramas and,
The Boolarra Link - September 2021

especially, reading. She could read a whole book
within one day. She was also a good cook and
Chelsea particularly remembers her Mum’s
tuna patties, sausage casseroles, Swiss chicken,
chicken parma and scalloped potatoes.
She made her own funny cards to give to her
family and friends. She always appreciated
receiving a card made by someone rather than
one bought in the shops. She also made her own
trays of Christmas assortments which she gave
as gifts.
But Wendy’s main interest was spending time
with her family and she was very focused on
having lunch or dinner or going somewhere
together and always enjoyed their annual week
away at Inverloch.
Her nurturing and encouragement continued
on to her two grandchildren, Griffin and Phoenix, and she took a very active role in their lives
and activities. She also had a great relationship
with her daughter-in-law, Peta.
Wendy had a terrific sense of humour and a
light-heartedness about her, which became
more obvious as time went by. Once you got to
know her, you had a friend for life. She was also
very independent and enjoyed her own time
and space. But there were also many pastimes
that Wendy and Ray did together.
In her first year of teaching, Wendy visited England for three weeks, which ignited a life-long
passion for travel and intensified her love of
Britain and its’ landscapes and culture. She later
took six more trips overseas with Ray where
they visited over 30 countries. She recently
commented to the family that England, Ireland
and Germany were three of her favourites.
For Wendy, the best part of travelling was the
meticulous planning and research that she undertook beforehand. In another life she should
have been a travel agent because her knowledge
- of England in particular - was exceptional,
and they stopped off at places they had never
heard of before or since, with Ray driving and
Wendy navigating and pointing out the relevant
historical sites and information. Over the years
they stayed in hundreds of Bed and Breakfasts
and covered a lot of territory. In 2003, Tristan
and Chelsea joined them on a trip to the UK
and Ireland, which they all enjoyed, and in 2017
Chelsea accompanied them to the UK again.
On the occasions that they joined a tour group,
Ray was never worried about losing sight of
Wendy. She would be up the front, near the
guide who held the flag, making sure she didn’t
miss any of the information - although she
undoubtedly knew most of it already! And, at
holiday’s end, while on their return flight, she
would be researching their next trip.
Many friends sought Wendy’s advice and input
when planning an overseas holiday and they
Continued Page 7.

Boolarra Memorial Hall INC.

From Page 6.

Wendy with grandson Griffin 2007 Boolarra Folk Festival.

were never disappointed.
Wendy and Ray built a house in Sweetwater Place in Moe which
they moved into in November 2018. Wendy loved the house, which
is its own testament to Wendy. Her presence will linger, as she put
her stamp on much of its design and decoration.
Wendy had a number of serious, ongoing medical issues which
were related to cirrhosis of the liver, which was diagnosed 11 years
ago. Many others would have thrown in the towel, but not Wendy.
As each new complication arose, she never gave up. She fought
right up until the end. Finally, there were too many fires to put out,
and she passed away peacefully with her family and friends around
her.
Ray and family have received an overwhelming response to Wendy’s passing with an outpouring of messages of sadness and condolences. It’s clear that Wendy made a positive impression on many
people as many speak very highly of her and will miss her terribly.
As those who love her, we can take some solace in the knowledge
that she made the absolute best of her 70 years of life, was loved by
so many, and was able to spend time with family and friends in her
final days. She is at rest now, yet will always be remembered as free
spirited and young at heart.
Beryl Stevens and Chelsea Stewart.

Hay and Silage
Contractor
round and small squares

On Friday 13 April 1962, the Boolarra Memorial Hall was officially opened. In
1960, the Boolarra Building Fund Committee was formed and worked tirelessly
to raise 20,000 pounds to build the Hall. Back in 1946, the idea of building the
Hall on its present site was first decided. Much of the work on the Hall was done
by local people offering their voluntary labour. On the opening day, Cr. A. L.
Hare said the opening of the Hall was a red-letter day in the history of Boolarra.
The Hall was built to commemorate the supreme sacrifice local service personnel had given in World War II and Korea. A plaque in the entrance way reads:
“This building was erected by the Citizens of Boolarra in memory of local men
who paid the supreme sacrifice in the War of 1939-45 and the Korean War”
So here we are almost 60 years later and the Hall remains today. Over those
60 years the Boolarra Memorial Hall was a central venue for many and varied
activities.
COVID restrictions permitting, the present committee are planning to have a
celebration for the Hall’s Diamond Anniversary in April 2022. We hope to have
a Pleasant Sunday Afternoon with the proverbial Boolarra afternoon tea aka
sponge cakes and sandwiches and a cuppa, music, cake cutting and a celebratory drink.
It will be also be an opportunity to share past times at the Hall.
I know that many people in the community of Boolarra and District have their
memories/photos of events held at the Hall. If you have any of these we can
share on the day please contact Roz Carstairs 0429 383 686 or rdcarstairs@
bigpond.com
or Robern Lubawski 5169 6494.
At the AGM held 17 August 2021 the following office bearers were elected:
President – Robern Lubawski 5169 6445
Secretary - Roz Carstairs
0429 383 686
Treasurer- John Lubawski
Committee members- Liz Black, Clayton Cupples, Kat Kershaw.
As secretary, I would like to commend the long running support and dedication
this committee has shown the Hall. This hard work was recently recognised by
Latrobe City Council through the Mayor’s Community Champion recognition
program implemented by Sharon Gibson our current Mayor.
Roz Carstairs.

Grand Ridge

Computer» Services
» New & Custom Built Systems
» Malware & Virus Removal
» Software Sales & Installation
» Advice & Assistance
» Upgrades & Configuration
» System Maintenance
» Notebooks & Netbooks
» Parts & Peripherals
» Printer Consumables

Ph: 5169 6473

Boolarra, Mirboo North and Yinnar aria

phone Niel: 0474 946 634

Mob: 0429 696 473

grcs@internode.on.net
PO Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870
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KEN GRAEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo North 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries
Free vehicle pick-up
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
After Hours:

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester
& Service Centre
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Vale William Ross Hall
28.11.1927 - 1.9.2021

If you wanted to hear a story about Budgeree
history, Ross Hall always had one to tell. He
would retrieve one from his childhood through
to those who were living in the area from the
past or present. If you were talking about a
family from around the area, Ross would often
know the father of the person that we were talking about.
William Ross, aged 93, passed on 1 September 2021, at home in Budgeree with his family
around him.
Ross was born in South Melbourne on 28 November 1927, the third child to Alan and Alison
Hall. Mrs Hall returned to her parents in South
Melbourne for the birth of all four children.
Ross was two weeks old when they arrived back
at the Budgeree farm.
As a young boy, Ross attended Budgeree State
School with his siblings. They walked three
miles across the paddocks each day to and from
school. He never won the model student award.
Ross was quite spirited and in trouble for climbing trees and swearing. When he completed his
schooling in Year 8 and gained his Merit certificate at Budgeree Primary School, Ross chose
to work on the family farm even though he was
offered a cadetship at the bank. He thrived on
being outdoors and never wanted to do anything else.
During his teenage years, confirmation loomed
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and Ross didn’t want to partake, mainly because
he wasn’t asked. The family were aware of his resistance and he was closely watched by his elder
brother. On the day of confirmation, with the
excuse of having to clean his shoes outside, Ross
dropped them and ran to the river. He stayed
there all day.
In 1956, Ross saw Daisy at a local dance, and
didn’t spot her again until six months later. Ross
said, “There’s that good looking girl,” and made
a bee line to ask her to dance before she disappeared again. Daisy and Ross announced their
engagement in June 1957. They were married in
March 1958 and celebrated their 63rd wedding
anniversary this year. Ross and Daisy went on
to have four children, Russell, Dianne, Matthew
and Leanne. The family included the menagerie
of animals and pets. Ross loved dogs and dogs
loved Ross. Ross was well known at sale yards
and field days for taking home unwanted dogs
that were in his field of vision. They would inevitably end up on the spare seat of the car.
During the 1970’s, with the combination of high
interest rates and farming down turn, Ross went
to work for the forestry where he was based at
the Morwell River Prison Farm. He took pride
and respect in the work that he did. Although
it was hard working two jobs, Ross enjoyed
his time interacting with the characters at the
forestry and at the Prison Farm. He continued
working on the dairy farm. As circumstances
changed, Ross and the brothers struck out on
their own after reducing dairying and changing to beef cattle. Ross had a vision for the farm
and made changes and improvements. Over the
years, he gradually reduced
his responsibilities of farming, passing them onto his
youngest son Matthew.
Ross still took an interest
in the day-to-day activities
of the farm right up to the
day of his passing.
Ross had a lifelong interest,
bordering on a passion in
history, especially World
War II and geography.
Other passions included
planes, trains and automobiles. All of these led into
travelling to most of the
places he wanted to see.
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Ross took a yearly camping holiday in the caravan with his children and grandchildren to various locations. He enjoyed his holidays fishing,
walking, relaxing, completing the newspaper
quiz and the daily visit to the ice-cream shop.
As a member of Probus, Daisy and Ross did
numerous coach trips to places such as Wilpena
Pound, Cooma, and Batlow. They were keen
travellers, visiting all states of Australia.
During his time, Ross was involved in the Budgeree and Boolarra community. He was on the
Boolarra Cemetery Trust for 44 years and was
instrumental in setting up the Boolarra Lawn
Cemetery. Ross was a committed secretary and
committee member for many years. He was on
the Budgeree Hall committee for several years.
Ross received the Australia Day Award in 2014
for his dedication on the Boolarra Cemetery
Trust and the International Year of Volunteers
2001 Award for his long contribution to the
Boolarra Community.
Ross was recently predeceased by his elder sister
Gwenda and brother Bruce who were both in
their nineties. He is survived by his wife Daisy,
their four children and his younger brother
Alister.
Ross was a hardworking, kind, loving and
humorous man who showed great interest and
pride in his children’s and grandchildren’s activities. When they would all get together, Ross
would listen intently to all that had been going
on.

Children’s and grandchildren’s
memories of Ross Hall:

Nicholas: I remember when Grandma would tell Grandma dad he
couldn’t have something like chocolates or Nutella, he would enlist the
grandkids to sneak them to him when Grandma wasn’t looking.
Matthew
ussell: My memory of Dad is the only time he was really angry. We
ad thought tractors were the greatest invention. When Dad left
were holidaying at Mount Martha Caravan Park. I would have been
school, he ploughed paddocks with a team of horses. He often
about eight, Dianne about seven and Matthew about three. The caravan
retold the story of ploughing one day when it was warm. About 3pm
park was nearly empty at the time, with many winding roads through the Dad thought the horses were worn out, breathing heavily, sweating and
tea trees. We were playing outside and decided to go exploring. When
tongues hanging out, so he decided to go home. Once the horses realised
Mum and Dad noticed us missing, they drove around the park looking
that they were going home early, they broke into a gallop with Dad sitting
for us. Dianne remembers us hiding behind a tree while the car went past. on the plough bouncing over the bumps. Dad said it was the scariest ride
When we got back, planning to proudly announce that we had explored
of his life. He was never hard enough with the horses to be a good horse
the whole park, we were met by two very relieved and angry parents. Diperson.
anne and I got into severe trouble and then felt it was unfair that Matthew
aitlin: As the years progressed, Granddad’s hearing often made it difdidn’t.
ficult for him to engage in conversations. Therefore, at times Grandneurin: Once when I had been out driving in the hills, my car slipped dad was a man of few words. However, if Granddad went to say someoff the Toora-Gunyah Road and ended up bogged in the swampy
thing you stopped what you were doing and listened because you knew it
edge to the road. The next day Grandad came to the rescue. He used his
was going to be good and usually ended with a decent punch line.
four wheel truck and a chain to pull my car out of the bog and back onto
aitlin was informed by Grandad in regards to his great granddaughter
the road.
Layla: “If you entered her in a baby competition and she didn’t win
Another thing I recall was at the time I was finishing my studies. I’d been
first prize, I would tell that judge he doesn’t know what he is doing”.
training, I was planning my career – everything was really good. Grandad Gareth remembers once after working over in the shed yards and returntold me he was proud he got to see me grown up, and as a man. This is
ing to the house for a drink, Grandad asked him if he had stood on a
something that stuck with me and inspires me to try to be the best version snake. Gareth responded: "Yes, but how did you know?" Grandad had
of myself.
been watching from the garden towards the dairy where he claimed he
tuart: My memory of Grandad is him showing Siobhan and myself
had seen Gareth jump a metre into the air. It became common for Granthat he could lick the end of his nose and Grandma telling him off. He dad to keep track of the farm whether it was coming out, sitting in the
kept doing it anyway.
paddock and watching as the hay was being bailed, or by keeping track of
iobhan: I remember that whenever we gave Grandad chocolates as a
the calves from the kitchen window.
present, he would always take one more than Grandma, then when
ryce: Some of my favourite memories with Grandad are all the breakGrandma would tell him off for having too many, he would have another
fasts that I had with him. I still cannot make a porridge as good as his.
one.
eanne: Dad always made a big billy of coffee to take over to the shed
ianne: Dad taught us all to drive but generally not in the convenfor the morning milking. Each morning I would jump out of bed and
tional way. When I was about 12, he showed me how to drive the
run over to the shed to get a cup of iced cold long brewed coffee. No coftruck while he stacked the hay on the back and others threw the bales up. fee ever tasted as good.
After some rough starts and stops, which occasionally sent him flying off
auren: When we stayed at Walkerville Caravan Park, we would walk to
the back, things settled down and we picked quite a few loads. Later in
the shops to get ice creams. Grandad’s favourite was choc mint.
the day we moved to a much steeper area which dropped way down to a
yan: My favourite memory of Grandad was when he was helping me
creek. Dad jumped down, hopped onto the running board and gave me
get apples from the apple tree. He got yelled at by Grandma, so he
some very good advice. “If the truck starts to slide, jump out before it gets disappeared and ten minutes later he snuck back to continue poking apto the bottom.” Advice than can be applied to all sorts of situations.
ples with his stick.
nda: I always enjoyed Grandma dad’s sense of humour. When I was
ames: My memory of Grandad is when we would drive up to Batemans
little we were always trying to sneak extra sugar into our porridge
Bay and stop for breaks at Lakes Entrance. Grandad would always buy
behind Grandma’s back because he wasn’t allowed to eat it. Another time, us ice creams.
I remember when he dressed up as Father Christmas to bring presents
into the bedroom but he was too early, or I was too excited, and I caught
We all cherish the memories we have of our father and grandfather. We
him trying to steal the mince pies. His costume of a white singlet and
know he is smiling down on all of us.
pyjama pants wasn’t too convincing and I chased him out of the room.
hillip: There were three things that sprung to mind. The first was riding in that little bucket with Anda on the back of the tractor throwing
the hay to the cows as Grandma dad did his “Comon, comon, comon”
call to get the cows to all come over. The second one was the breakfast
game of trying to sneak Grandma Dad the sugar/peanut butter/chocolate
spread, whatever Grandma decided he couldn’t have. The grin he had
when Grandma saw him bite into the banned substance was great. The
last one was ‘helping’ Grandma Dad at the cattle crush by separating the
calves from their mums so he could tag them. One of the mother cows
took it rather badly and charged, getting me pinned against the wall behind a gate. I was pretty stuck as the cow had decided I was to blame until
Grandma dad rescued me and chased the cow away. Next visit at a BBQ
he told me that the hamburgers were the cow that cornered me.
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Boolarra
Public Cemetery Trust
The years 2020 and now 2021 have been a challenge for our community. For the Trust, by
August this year, nine burials were recorded and
many of those well known to us all. A hard time
for their families and as a Trust it was certainly
challenging to provide the best possible support
we could. But we have a strong and dedicated
group from our local community, who provide
the support needed.
The Trust was fortunate in gaining a grant from
Cemeteries and Crematoria for two new concrete
beams in the Lawn Section providing 114 new
plots ensuring the Cemetery can provide for the
community well into the future. These beams
were completed in April and the area around
them levelled and grassed.
The storms in June wreaked a bit of havoc at the
Cemetery but nothing a good bit of machinery
and time couldn’t clear up. Merilyn Williams our
Grounds Person continues to tend the new plots
and gardens and is currently tidying up some of
the Historical Monumental Section. I get much
positive feedback on a regular basis about how
beautiful our bush cemetery is.
Coming into spring, the bulbs are out and the
Trigger Plants are starting to feel the warmth.
By mid-September they should be on show. The
native garden in the Remembrance area is also
providing a wonderful display.
On 18 August, we had our AGM and the office
bearers arePresident:
Matt Gleeson
0427 696 461
Vice President: Ron Armstrong
Secretary:
Lyrinda Carter 0408 337 764
Assistant Secretary: Michael Watt
Treasurer:
Judy Webster

Bar and
Bottle Shop

Grounds:
Merilyn Williams
Historical Records: Robern Lubawski
General Members: Michael Gleeson, Roslyn
Carstairs
Have you ever wondered how to become a Cemetery Trust member? Well, it’s as simple as being
an interested and committed member of your
local community.
Class B Cemetery Trusts, consisting of no less
than three or more than 11 members,
usually reflect their local community. So, all
walks of life, backgrounds and cultures
are encouraged to apply. It’s as easy as a phone
call to the secretary or attending the bi-monthly
meeting and expressing your interest.
Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the
month at 7.30pm.
Meeting dates for 2021-22 are 20 October 2021
and 15 December 2021 at Boolarra Memorial
Hall, 16 February 2022 and 20 April 2022 at
Boolarra Memorial Hall and 15 June 2022 and 17
August 2022 (AGM) at Multi Purpose Building.
Roslyn Carstairs,
Outgoing Secretary.

Come join a delightful friendly group of
players ranging from beginners to the serious
competitive players.
Please bring a small plate. Tea and coffee will
be provided.
Charge of $3 per person to cover cost of hall
hire.
So if you like a casual game of chess or cards,
please do join us. No obligation to attend every week. Just come when you can.

Enquiries:
0429 923 791.

One of the new
concrete beams
in the Lawn
Section.

BOOLARRA HOTEL
•
•
•
•
•

www.boolarrahotel.com.au

-Bistro open every day for lunch between 12noon and 2pm and dinner between 5pm and 8pm.
- Pizza eat in or take away, every day between 11am and 8pm.
- Bands every Saturday night, 7 pm to 11pm, entry free.
- First Friday every month band “Destiny” playing in Bistro
- Parma night every Wednesday night - Thursday kids eat free with Adult meals.
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On every Monday night
(including Public Holidays) at the
Boolarra Multi Purpose Building,
from 7pm - 9pm.

We do, however, need more chess players as
there are only a few at present.

Will be open as follows:
9am to late Monday to Saturday,
Sunday 10am -11pm

Contact
For up to date information or
bookings phone 5159 6420

CARDS 500 and
CHESS CLUB
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•
•
•
•
•

Services and Repairs to all Makes and Models
Minor and Major Services
4wd and Diesel Engines
Wheels and Tyres
Small Engines, Mowers and Chainsaws,
Whipper Snippers
Brakes and Suspension
Motorcycles Repairs and Servicing
Clutches
A/C Re-gas and Servicing
All Mechanical Repairs

Local Pick up and Drop off Available
For all your needs give us a call on
0477026106
Address- 240 Foster Road Boolarra South

What Is Community Anyway?
“Community” is so easy to say. The word itself connects us with each other.
It describes an experience so common that we
never really take time to explain it. It seems so
simple, so natural, and so human. In the social
sector, we often add it to the names of social
innovations as a symbol of good intentions.
But the meaning of community is complex.
And, unfortunately, insufficient understanding
of what a community is and its role in the lives
of people in diverse societies has led to the
downfall of many well-intended “community”
efforts.

It’s about people.
First and foremost, community is not a place,
a building, or an organization; nor is it an
exchange of information over the Internet.
Community is both a feeling and a set of
relationships among people. People form and
maintain communities to meet common needs.
Members of a community have a sense of trust,
belonging, safety, and caring for each other.
They have an individual and collective sense that
they can, as part of that community, influence
their environments and each other.
That treasured feeling of community comes

If you’re looking for somewhere to call home, choose Bendigo Bank –
one of Australia’s biggest banks and most trusted brands.^
Search Bendigo Bank Home Loans.
Community Bank • Mirboo North & District 5668 1231

from shared experiences and a sense of—not
necessarily the actual experience of—shared
history. As a result, people know who is and
isn’t part of their community. This feeling is
fundamental to human existence.
Neighborhoods, companies, schools, and places
of faith are context and environments for these
communities, but they are not communities
themselves.

People live in multiple communities.
Since meeting common needs is the driving
force behind the formation of communities,
most people identify and participate in several
of them, often based on neighborhood, nation,
faith, politics, race or ethnicity, age, gender,
hobby, or sexual orientation.
Technology and transportation have made
community possible in ways that were
unimaginable just a few decades ago.
Communities are nested within each other.
Just like Russian Matryoshka dolls, communities
often sit within other communities. For
example, in a neighborhood—a community
in and of itself—there may be ethnic or racial

We are a technology company
based in the local area and are
looking for people that have a keen
interest in technology, like working and sharing ideas with others,
are great communicators and are
looking for new challenges.
If this is you, please send your resume to us at info@charlie-mac.com
and we'll be sure to get back to you
soon.

^ Source: Roy Morgan Risk Monitor 2020 Terms and conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. Offer subject to change. Comparison rate displayed is calculated for a loan of $150,000 over 25
years & assumes variable rate with LVR between 60.01-80% will apply at the end of the fixed rate period. WARNING: The comparison rate is true only for the example given and may not include all fees
and charges. Different terms, fees or other loan amounts might result in a different comparison rate. Full offset facility is available for Bendigo Complete Home Loan for fixed and variable loans, criteria
apply. Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit License 237879. (A1625973-1644584) OUT_2342493, 05/09/2021
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communities, communities based on people
of different ages and with different needs, and
communities based on common economic
interests.
Very important, are communities’ informal
institutions, such as the social or cultural
networks of helpers and leaders (for example,
management committees like hall or cemetery,
interest groups like historical society or
newspaper, Clubs like sport or gardening clubs,
event management like Folk Festival).
Communities are organized in different ways.
Every community is organized to meet its
members’ needs, but they operate differently
based on the cultures, religions, and other
experiences of their members. For example,
while the African American church is generally
understood as playing an important role in
promoting health education and social justice
for that community, not all faith institutions
such as the mosque or Buddhist temple are
organized and operate in the same way.
The meaning of community requires more
thoughtfulness and deliberation than we
typically give it.
By David M. Chavis & Kien Lee May 12, 2015
https://ssir.org/articles/entry/what_is_
community_anyway

Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
Rob Franssen & Dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104
If No Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening,
Rubbish Removal
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Strzelecki Community Alliance
OSMI had submitted their application for the
Delburn Wind Farm (DWF) to the Hon. Richard
Wynne, Minister for Planning and Housing. The
application was published by the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) website for public comment by 18 August
2021. During this time, the Strzelecki Community Alliance Inc. has actively engaged with and
supported the community as they prepared and
submitted their objections to the DWF proposal.
We have experienced an influx of new members
during the submission period, with the number
of households represented now well over 450.
Our committee and legal team have worked tirelessly to coordinate online community meetings
and assist the community as they submitted their
concerns about the proposed DWF to the Minister. We thank the many members who have also
supported and encouraged others to voice their
concerns by 18 August. The SCA Inc. commit-

Lockdown but
NOT SHUTDOWN

Delburn Wind Farm
Panel – Call-in of
Planning Permit Applications PA2001063,
PA2001064, PA2001065 and PA2001066
Planning Panel Hearing – scheduled for 10am
Monday 18 October 2021 expected to run twofour weeks. Monday to Thursday each week.
Why we think it is important to ‘be heard’ at the
panel hearing… like our family, our neighbours
and friends we have been seeking information
and researching, to make informed decisions for
the past two and a half years. Often our concerns
and requests for information directed to the Delburn Wind Farm developer have been belittled
and maligned. The questioning of the accuracy
and transparency of the information provided
has created a great deal of tension amongst
members of this community.
We have lodged objection submissions to the
Minister for Planning; and asked to “be heard”
but to the Planning Panel our submissions are
only words. They do not know us, do not see us,
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tee has been impressed with the level of research
and strength of the objections sent through to
us.
During the submission month, Latrobe City
Council also held an online meeting to give
community members the opportunity to express
their view on the DWF. The Council also sought
written submissions on the proposed DWF and
received 67 objections and 11 supporting letters.
A special council meeting to adopt a recommendation for the project was held soon after. The
Latrobe City Council adopted the position that
further community consultation and clarification
on OSMI’s reports is required before the application is referred to a planning panel.
Minister Wynne has referred the planning application to a Panel hearing, which commences
from 18 October 2021, after all submissions are
read by OSMI, the department and panel members. Only those individuals who sent a submission have the opportunity to speak at the panel
hearing. Individuals had until 9 September to
submit the request-to-be-heard form.
We hope that many affected community members take this final opportunity to be heard.
We would like to thank all community members who took the time to gather information,
read OSMI’s application and send through their
informed objection to Minister Wynne. DELWP
received 718 submissions from community
members and submissions from councils and
other interested bodies.

If you have missed the date, you are not able to
speak to the panel. However, we encourage you
to write to Minister Wynne to make your important voice heard. More details about what can I
do right now are available on the SCA website:
http://www.strzeleckicommunityalliance.com/
what-can-i-do-right-now/
We remind readers of the SCA Inc’s mission
statement:
The SCA Inc. supports the responsible deployment of renewable energy technologies. It seeks
transparency and accountability in the planning,
construction and operation of wind farms, and
the fair and equitable treatment of neighbours.
The SCA Inc. does not support the current Delburn Wind Farm proposal as it fails to conform
to the recommendations of the National Wind
Farm Commissioner. It is an industrial wind
energy facility threatening the lifestyles, health,
rights, and financial security of the people neighbouring the site.
For more information around the DWF and
SCA’s position, please visit our website http://
www.strzeleckicommunityalliance.com
If you would like to join the SCA Inc, please
contact us via email at strzeleckicommunityalliance@aol.com

do not feel the lasting impact this inappropriate
development will have on all of us.
If speaking at the panel hearing makes us feel
uneasy or uncomfortable for a short time, so be
it. We feel it is important to participate and to be
heard.
We are informed, we are concerned, we are real.
Our lives and our families will experience ongoing and lasting impacts.The developer’s objective
is to on-sell this proposal; their concern is not
the well-being of the impacted communities.
Local Councils and communities will be left to
rectify ongoing problems initiated by the inappropriate siting of an industrial development
close to homes.
As a part of the Strzelecki Community Alliance
membership, we can all continue to contribute, to be heard in support of our families and
friends.
This objection will not end at the panel hearing.
Go forward SCA. Let us be heard!!!

Disclaimer:
The views expressed in articles are the views of the article
author and not necessarily of The Boolarra Link committee,
after checking all facts please make up your own opinion.

Jacquie and Mark Hyett.
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Sindy Van Eede,
Strazelecki Community Alliance.

Did you know?

The majority of plant life
is located in the ocean.
There are around a total of 228,
450 known species in the ocean and
around 2 million more species are
left undiscovered. Most of the plants
found in the ocean are kelp, seaweed,
seagrass, and algae. Marine plants are
divided into 3 categories, euphotic/
sunli, dispothic/twilight, and aphotic/
midnight.

Delburn Wind Farm – a path to the future
Strzelecki Sustainable Futures wrote a considered submission to the Delburn Wind Farm
development approvals authority (DELWP) and
also presented at the Latrobe City Listening Post
and sent a submission to them as well. The majority of the people we have engaged with during the course of the development of this project
have been local residents. We understand that if
the DWF goes ahead it will be a huge change to
the landscape, however many are either unperturbed by that idea or even find wind farms
beautiful. According to the 3D visuals at OSMI
many of the closest residents, because of the
topography, will see fewer wind-turbines than
those further away. Beauty is in the eye of the
beholder after all.
Some points of clarification need to be emphasized:
• There are only a few houses within 1.5km, so
most are well outside the minimum distance
required.
• All noise modelling shows impacts in houses
are under 36 db. Well within the required
limits.
• The comprehensive bushfire assessment has
said it will NOT increase risk of fire or limit
firefighting.
• There are limited areas of native vegetation
within the site, vegetation offsets in the local
area will effectively protect local flora and
fauna and the use of existing access roads
means little impact on wildlife.
• OSMI has conducted Best Practice Community engagement that started in March 2019
with project revisions reflecting community
concerns.
• Lots of visual and audio descriptions have
been given to people within the impact zone
and DWF will provide landscape mitigation
options if required.
• Rates in lieu for local government provide
community wide benefits and funds for
potential community projects will help drive
revitalisation of local communities.
And that’s not to mention the increasingly
pressing need for direct action on climate
change and creating a path to a liveable future.
What’s the old adage - “Think globally, act locally”?

Indigenous
Bush Garden
When the Yinnar Community Garden (YCG)
was established in 2011 a title search revealed
that the co-joining land at the rear of the YCG
was ‘native title’ and in respect of this we began
a process of contact with GlaWAC, the Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation,
who represent the Traditional Owners of this
land. All praise to the GunaiKurnai people who
fought long and hard for native title determination in Victoria.
Over the last 10 years the YCG has worked steadily to manifest the community vision of a biodiverse sustainable edible garden and all along
we’ve mowed and maintained the native title area
with it’s overarching old growth Eucalyptus Strzeleckii that now sports a small patch of seeded
trees along the channel. A few years’ ago we
approached GlaWAC again with a proposal for
a partnership to establish a Bush Garden and
permission was granted to extend the Community Garden onto the native title land guided
by our mentor, GunaiKurnai elder Aunty Doris
Paton.
Sometime before the Morwell-Yinnar-Mirboo
Nth rail closed, this native title site was used as

a siding yard for the railway and much
basalt was laid. I was told the channel
was dug sometime in the 1970’s, but
not sure why; if anyone does know,
please let us know. Signage acknowledging cultural significance of the
GunaiKurnai plantings is planned, and
any stories of Aboriginal association
with the area would be valuable. Because of the impact on the site we’ll be
initially having a wholistic garden with
a blend of indigenous and endemic native plants.
This year, with the assistance of a grant from
OSMI we’ve been able to purchase native soil
and plants and begin to build what Aunty Doris
calls a ‘Reflective Space’ where information about
Indigenous food, fibre and medicine plants will
be shared. The Bush Garden will also feature a
‘Meeting Place’ and we hope to include an arts
project with Indigenous Youth working with an
Aboriginal artist mentor. We see a natural flow
between the Yinnar Community Garden, the
Reflective Space, and the establishment of indigenous plants that celebrate Aboriginal cultural
heritage, food and healing.
Catheryn Thompson, Facilitator, Yinnar Community
Garden.

At the YCG we are nurturing a patch
of murnong (yam daisy). The three
pics show how to differentiate between
the species.

Trevor Hoare,
Strzelecki Sustainable Futures.
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who supported our school and
donated to improve the facilities of
our school.

Enrolments Are Open
-Please contact us on 5169
6471

If you have a child who will begin
their schooling in year 2021,
please look at our website and
give us a call. Unfortunately, we
Science Theme Day.
are unable to run school tours due to restrictions. We are more than happy to have a chat and
there is a video tour of our school so you can see
our fabulous environment. We are a small school
with small class sizes. Our teachers are incredibly
dedicated and hardworking.
We have applied for a grant to establish after
school childcare as we understand there is a
need in our community for this care. We are very
hopeful we will establish After School Child Care
Remote and Flexible Learning WebEx.
in Term 1, 2022. Watch this space.

Flexible and Remote Learning

A few years ago, if someone had of told us that
schools would be running via online platforms,
we probably would have laughed. Now we are
very adept on working in this virtual space. The
children and families at our school are continuing to do an incredible job. Students are learning through a variety of method which include
paper-based learning materials, online platforms
such as Mathletics and Reading Eggs as well as
WebEx meetings with their teachers. We use
two platforms to interact with our students. The
Foundation to Year Two students use SeeSaw
whilst the older children are using Google Classrooms. Although we all wish we could be learning together face to face, I have no doubt that our
children are learning many skills that will be put
to good use in an ever-increasing technological
world.

New Couches.

Thank You – New Furniture

Last year we ran a Colour Run fundraiser at the
end of Term 4. This was a fabulous day that gave
us all a well-deserved laugh. Students sought
sponsorship/donations from friends and family. We were humbled by the response, which
enabled us to purchase new couches and tables
for our communal learning space. These were
chosen by the students. Thank you to everyone
Page: 14

Shade Sail.

playground and keep in the shade. Looking after
the well-being of our children is important to us.
We are thrilled that we can provide a safe and
expansive playground for our students.
Susan Duncan,
Principal,
Boolarra Primry School.

Design and technologys.

Hands On Learning

At Boolarra Primary School we understand
that children need to enjoy their learning. Our
programs allow for fun educational experiences,
as shown by the attached photos. Our STEM
program gives children opportunities to create, make and explore. The Foundation to Two
children loved our science theme day on liquids,
solids and gases. The children mixed cornflour
and water and then pondered, was the mixture
a liquid or a solid? When pressure was applied it
behaved like a solid, but when there was
no pressure, the mixture was more like
water. In the afternoon we made bread
rolls to watch the impacts of gas in the
cooking process. Our older children designed toys and made a cardboard game
for a cardboard arcade. Our Foundation/
Two class all dressed up as centenarians
to celebrate 100 Days of School

Design and technology Acade Games.

Shade Sails – Keeping Our Students Safe

Last year we were successful in our
application for a grant to install shade
sails. These have now been installed. Our
children will be able to play safely on the
The Boolarra Link - September 2021

Dress Up dor 100 days of School.

Community Bank
Community Investment Program
open for applications on 1 September 2021

Students taking part in remote Assembly.

Grade 5 & 6 Virtual Excusion Sydney Zoo.

Design and technology.

Last year, the Community Bank Mirboo North & District
re-badged their grants and sponsorship program into the
Community Investment Program (CIP). This program
offers wide-ranging funding opportunities for projects
and initiatives for the local district and is open for applications twice a year — in September and March.
Chair Warren Warner says: “The Community Investment
Program is different from our old grants program in the
fact that ALL community organisations are eligible to
apply. This includes sporting clubs and schools. All we
ask, is that funding is sought for tangible projects and/or
items.”
Application forms will be online and made available
through the Community Bank Mirboo North & District’s
website and Facebook page on 1 September. They will
also be emailed to an extensive database of community
organisations.
A panel of volunteer directors and staff will assess all applications, with successful applicants receiving an invitation to a Funding Awards night mid-November.
Under the community banking model, locally owned
branches not only provide full banking services to their
district but also distribute eighty per cent of their profits
back to the community. A large part of that is distributed
through the Community Bank’s CIP.

Pyjama Day.

Community Bank • Mirboo North & District

prosper valley gravel
APPLY
NOW

Community
Investment Program
When you partner with us, good things happen.

Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander,

Contact Dave for Free Quotes
Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au

Your organisation gets sponsorship, and your banking
helps support the community.
Application Open Wednesday 1 September 2021.
Find out more. Call 5668 1231 or search Bendigo Bank Mirboo North.
bendigobank.com.au

Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. A1390570 OUT_2342487
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Vale Wendy Stewart

Wendy Stewart passed away peacefully on 12 July,
surrounded by her loving family. Wendy was a
founding member of the Boolarra Folk Festival,
along with her husband Ray, and a dedicated
member of the committee for many years. Wendy
contributed selflessly to the Festival and built the
procedures and processes that gave the Festival
its platform to succeed. Those who attended the
Festival over the years will know that the information tent was Wendy’s baby and that she loved
serving the community.
Festival president Rick Taychenne voiced his sadness, saying “Wendy was always present throughout the Festival’s history and this is a huge loss
for the Boolarra Folk Festival and for Ray and his
family. She is greatly missed.”
The Boolarra Folk Festival committee and volunteers send their love and condolences to Ray and
family, including Chelsea Stewart- the festival’s
Musical Director- daughter of Wendy and Ray,
and to son Tristan.
The following tribute to Wendy on behalf of the
Boolarra Folk Festival is provided by husband
Ray and daughter Chelsea:
Wendy was a founding member of the Boolarra
Folk Festival when it began back in 2002. During her sixteen years as a committee member she
took on many different roles and responsibilities.
In the early years she was the Food Stalls and
Community Groups Coordinator and, on festival
days, Wendy and her mate and fellow founding
member, Regina Teychenne coordinated the Information/Merchandise Tent with the assistance
of others. Wendy continued to coordinate the
Information/Merchandise Tent until 2018.
Wendy was also the secretary and treasurer at
different times during the early years of the Festival. Being married to the president, Ray Stewart meant that Wendy took on many extra and
behind the scenes tasks, giving her a great depth
of knowledge about what was required to run
the Festival. Because of this knowledge, Wendy

Page: 16

played an important part in the creation of the Festival guidelines which
she was known to hold herself and
others accountable to following. To
this day, the committee continues to
review and follow these guidelines.
Her dry humour at the Festival meetings
and ability to stay focused on the job at
hand and never leave anything to chance
made Wendy an incredibly important
member of the committee. Wendy’s contribution and commitment to the Boolarra Folk Festival over so many years
was instrumental to its ongoing success.
Ray and Chelsea Stewart.

Old Post Office update

how it might be rolled-out.
However, the most recent snap-lockdown has
shown us that plans can change in an instant!
Therefore, an event will only go ahead if certain
conditions are met, including the approval of a
comprehensive COVID-safe plan, the lessening
of Government restrictions and a substantial percentage of state-wide vaccinations administered.
We will share any developments with you via our
Facebook page and Folk Festival website. Fingers
and toes crossed!

We have reached another milestone in the restoration of the Old Post Office. Stage 2 is complete,
with the building looking bright and cheerful in
its period colours. Excitingly, after six years of
work we are at full lock-up! The exterior has been
expertly crafted and restored, giving us a glimpse
of what it would have looked like in those early
days, one hundred odd years ago, although with a
few modern touches.
The not-so-great news is that the project has
now run out of money. The building still needs
David Francis-Foreman.
its interior make-over, with plumbing, electricity, furniture and fittings still to come. This next
phase of work is estimated to
cost approximately $60,000
and Grant McNeill and Ray
Stewart are working hard to
access more funding.
We’d like to acknowledge and
thank the Latrobe Valley Au- COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM
thority for contributing most
OPEN FOR SEPTEMBER
of the funding so far, and to
the Boolarra Community
Do you have a community project
that needs grant support?
Development Group for its
generous contribution.
The Community Foundation has supported many wonderful volunteer led projects such as

Pop-Up Community Day
(all depending!)

Before COVID came along
we used to take joyful experiences such as large social
gatherings for granted. Remember them? It’s been
a while, hasn’t it? It is the
Festival committee’s ardent
hope that we can share each
other’s company in public
again once the 80% vaccination threshold has been
reached. Our tentative plan is
to host a small pop-up event
for the Boolarra community
in late November or early
December. The committee is
yet to formally discuss what
this event might look like and

school mental health & well being programs, community access arts workshops, art mural
restoration, all-ability playground equipment, local facilities upgrades and fitness
programs.

Now it's time to add your special project to the list!
"Last year's grant has ensured that we could adapt to technology and
continue to offer fitness to the community during COVID-19
restrictions." -Stacey Harriage, BooFIIT

Apply today at www.mirboodistrictfoundation.org.au
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$1.5 MILLION
DISTRIBUTED
IN ELEVEN
YEARS
Don’t be put off by the process;
the Community Foundation will
help you navigate your way
through your application. Even
though the Co-Space is
currently closed you can get in
touch by phone on
0418 301 092, by emailing
info@mirboodistrictfoundation
.org.au or by Facebook
(@mirboodistrictfoundation).

Boolarra Historical
Society
News
We have only managed a couple of meetings this

year, but our secretary and treasurer, Linda and
Tony Minter, despite lockdown, have been busy
applying for grants from various government
and private sources which have been generally
successful. So we now, thanks to them, have had
some necessary window repairs and painting
done to the Old School Museum. We have a new
front door too and we are looking forward to
upgrading the access to the front entrance.
On the history side of things, in between lockdowns, we enjoyed Edgar Owen’s memories of
transporting livestock from farms to sale yards
and back again to farms over the past 50 years.
Edgar explained where the Sale Yards were situated in Boolarra. They were initially closer to the
Railway Station just opposite the Old Pub where
the Boolarra Folk Festival stage is usually placed.
This was because cattle, sheep and pigs that were
not bought by local farmers or butchers, were
transported at first by train to other towns like
Yinnar, Mirboo North or Morwell, and further to
Melbourne. Most local people, unless they had a
horse and dray, walked their livestock to market,
often penning them overnight which kept the
town awake with animal bellows. When motorized transport became economical for farm use
livestock numbers increased so that new yards
were built across the other side of Christian
Street. They took up the land on the slope between Tarwin Street and Duke Street as far as the
old Fire Station.
Sale day was usually on a Friday once a month.
It was a great social event for all. Farmers and
their families came from the hills and socialized
as they kept a sharp eye on the auctioneer and
the bidding. Mothers ran stalls to raise funds for
school projects. Churches and charities produced lunch and afternoon tea. The Old Pub was
packed all day. Edgar’s stories of cattle escaping
and bidding banter kept us amused. Sadly for the
town the Sale Yards in Boolarra closed in 1982.
Larger livestock sale yards at Meeniyan, Korrumburra and Warragul were more economical
and convenient for stock and station agencies. So
Edgar’s transport service had to cover many more
kilometers. Ironically, in these Covid lockdown
times, livestock sales can only be negotiated
online. However, the cattle still have to be picked
up and dropped off by the truckie. They just have
to complete the transaction within six days of the
sale. We thank Edgar for his informative talk.
Our most recent talk was in August when Denise
Schiller spoke to us about her large, widespread
Gippsland family, the Rices, and in particular, her
father, John Rice. In the early 1850s two adventurous brothers Mark and James Rice came from
County Down, Northern Ireland. Arriving at

John Rice in Air Force uniform.

Port Albert by boat, they made their
way to the Walhalla and Donnelly’s
Creek gold fields in Gippsland. They
were successful at gold mining and
like all wild Irish rovers they moved
into the gambling industry, conducted cock fighting and ran a race
course. They gambled and lost much
of their fortune, said Denise. Mark,
who is Denise’s great grandfather, left
his roving and married the respectable Elizabeth Mulcahy of Pakenham
in 1864. They had a family of five
children in Cowarr where they ran
a hotel, but he died after nine years.
One of the widowed Elizabeth’s sons,
James, Denise’s grandfather, married
into the long -established O’Brien
family, early settlers in Swifts Creek. James Rice
ran the Post office there and a boarding house.
One of his sons, John Rice, is Denise’s father.
John Rice was raised and schooled at Swifts
Creek then did his secondary stage at St Patrick’s
Ballarat. On leaving school he tried working in
banking at Meeniyan, but hated it. He was a keen
sportsman, played football for and captained

Dandenong, and was a boxer, swimmer, long
jumper and a sprinter. He took on a teaching
apprenticeship and graduated from Melbourne
Teachers College. At Melbourne University he
attended a physical education course and taught
this in schools. He joined the Air Force about
the time of WWII. He was first appointed commanding officer and physical fitness trainer
at Somers Camp. He trained troops in jungle
warfare, unarmed combat and fitness. He served
with distinction in New Guinea and the Pacific
Islands as a gymnastics instructor to troops who
were fighting the Japanese there. He was called
back from teaching during the Korean War and
his task was to train parachute troops to drop
into North Korea. He stayed in Okinawa at the
American base for the length of the War but did
fly into Korea. He returned to teaching physical
culture at Melbourne High School at the end of
that War. So the Rices retained their adventurous
spirit through the generations and their rovings
were transformed to benefit the public good.
Denise can find relations all over Gippsland. She
has 42 first cousins.

John Rice (Centre) in Japan with parachute troops.

Boolarra and District Historical Society meets at
2.30pm at the Boolarra Historical Museum on
the third Tuesday of each month. New members
are always welcome, and information about our
activities can be obtained from president Edgar
Owen 5169 1566, secretary Linda Minter 0447
996 702 and treasurer Tony Minter 0427 101 253.
The Museum opens on the first Sunday of each
month from 2 to 4pm or by appointment with
the above members.
Ann Morgan.

John Rice teaching fitness at Sommers.
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Boolarra
Museum Reserve
The Boolarra Museum Reserve, Committee of
Management were successful in obtaining a
grant to repair/paint the wood windows at the
Old Boolarra Primary School building (Boolarra
Museum). The total of $8000 was made up of two
grants. $4000 was from the 2020 Mirboo North
Community Investment Targeted Grant Program
and $4000 auspiced by Boolarra Community
Development Group. The Committee of Management are very appreciative of both these organisations in recognising the worth of maintaining
and caring for one of the few significant Boolarra
buildings still in the community. The work is now
completed.
A Public Meeting will be held on Tuesday 19
October 2021 at 2pm at the Boolarra Museum.
The purpose of the meeting is to nominate no
less than three (3) or more than nine (9) persons
as the Committee of Management for the Boolarra Museum Reserve for a term of three years.
The current committee’s term will expire on
26 October 2021. All positions will be declared
open and nominations will be accepted prior to
or on the afternoon. Nominations from women,
Aboriginal people, people with disabilities, young
people and people from culturally diverse back-

grounds are encouraged. Further information,
nomination forms and nominee declaration
forms may be obtained by contacting your local
Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning office or at the meeting.
For further enquiries please contact the Secretary,
Roz Carstairs on 0429 383 686.
Roslyn Carstairs,
Outgoing Secretary.

New Doors to
Boolarra Old
School Museum
nearly finished
just a few more
adjustments and
painting to go.

7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra Vic 3870
Ph: 03 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE
Open: Monday to Friday, 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturdays, 9.00am to 11.00am
except long weekends we will be closed.

Supplying all Australia Post Products including Express, International
and Registered mail, Stamps, Packaging etc. Photocopying & Fax Service.
Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals
are also available. We also have some Gift Cards.
Banking services are available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can
help you do a Western Union Money Transfer.
Travel Money/Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa Cards available
here as well as the Travel Visa cards.
We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.
We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas,

We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you
are entitled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery.
You may set up an email notification with us when mail is awaiting collection (Mail2Day).

Mary & Shannon & Team
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Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842
Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586

Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS

The Old
Post Office
In the early years of Boolarra all mail was handled
at Murphy’s General Store
until fire destroyed the store
in 1894. All postal business
was then conducted from the
Railway Station by the Station
Master, who took on the Post
Office duties. The train from
Morwell carrying the mail did
not arrive in Boolarra until
1 pm. As station duties took priority over postal
duties, the mail was not sorted and ready for pick
up until mid-afternoon. This was an inconvenience to business owners and those people from
out-lying areas. The community identified a need
to have its own dedicated Post Office and Post
Master. As a result, a Post Office was built on
the corner of Christian and Duke Streets which
opened for business in July 1908. Just 10 months
later this building was destroyed by fire. Then a
new Post Office (The Old Post Office we now see
in Austin Street) was built on the same site by Mr
Mulroony.
The Post Office operated from this building at
this site until 1953 when it was closed down. At
this time, an extension was added to the house
at 7 Tarwin Street, and the Post Office (the current Boolarra Post Office) began to operate from
there, and still does so today. The Old Post Office
on the Duke and Christian Streets site remained
unused for some 10 years until the early 1960’s,
when Claude Rogers purchased the building
and his nephews, Frank and Norm Rogers had it
moved to its current site in
Austin Street on the back of a truck.
The building has had several and varied uses over
its almost 60 years on its current site in Austin
Street. Frank and Norm’s brother, Russell can
clearly remember it being used as a grocery store,
The Old Post Office prior to restoration.

The Old Post Office, when it stood on the corner of
Christian and Duke Streets.

cafe and hardware store. Its last use was as an
Op Shop, which was run by Shirley Downer and
Betty Brown until around 2008.
I first started taking an interest in the building
in 2002 when I was a member of the Boolarra
Community Development Group. Around this
time, Latrobe City conducted a survey where
community members were invited to give their
opinion about the positives and negative aspects
of Boolarra. The Old Post Office did not fair
very well in this survey. The building was seen
as being an eyesore beyond restoration. It was
suggested it would be best to “put a match in it”.
After the Op Shop ceased to function, I suggested
to Betty Brown that it would be good to see the
building restored and I could see that she too was
passionate about seeing it saved, and with that
she handed me the key to the front door. During
a Boolarra Folk Festival meeting in 2012, I put
the suggestion to the committee that we take over
the building and use it as the festival headquarters with the possibility of it also being available
to the community for other uses. Rick Teychenne
suggested that Grant McNeill may be interested
in getting involved in trying to secure funding for
the project.
Grant has since played a significant role in the
Old Post Office project. In 2016 I stood down as
Boolarra Folk Festival President to concentrate
on the restoration project.
Plans were drawn up for a
new extension to be attached to the old building
to increase floor space with
toilets, kitchen and a storage
area.
During 2018, the lean-to
extension on the back of the
old building was removed.
The people involved to date
have carried out work to the
highest of standards. Starting with Dennis Heale who
slid the old building 5 metres back from the footpath
on to clay made available by
Tracy and Ed Anderson and
The Boolarra Link - September 2021

carted and compacted by Lorre
Ziebell with help from Val Gorman and Ralph
Carr. All associated building works have been
done by Eversun Homes of Mirboo North, being
Paul and Jesse Evans along with Ben Quirk. Their
ability to straighten bent walls on the old building then fix weather boards in near perfect lines
has been a triumph!
The roof plumbing work was skilfully carried out
by Dave and Dean Grima, displaying craftsmanship more commonly seen on buildings from the
Victorian era.
Thanks to Russell Rogers for making himself
and his trailer available on a couple of occasions. Thanks also to Robbie Carstairs for the
work he did in keeping the site mowed and tidy.
Kath Aveling has done a great job of managing
finances for the project. I also want to take this
opportunity to thank the Boolarra Folk Festival

The Old Post Office in 2021, with
restoration in progress.

committee for giving me a free hand to make
decisions on their behalf as Project Manager.
The only outside work left to do is the decking
and wheel chair access. There is still plenty to do
inside, it is our intention to retain as much of the
old lining boards and fittings as possible in the
original building. Inside, the new extension will
be lined with plasterboard and modern fittings
showing a clear distinction between old and new.
How great it has been to see a building that has
played such an important role in the town’s history being bought back to life. The last seven
years working on the Old Post Office project have
been challenging for Grant and I, yet we are both
very happy with what has been achieved to date.
We are pleased to have given this historical building a new lease on life.
We hope it will enhance the aesthetic of the town!
Ray Stewart.
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WOOL GROUP YARNING
Elizabeth’s Quilt.

Brendas Starburst cover.

Social life has been very on then off again recently so it’s lovely when we can get together and enjoy a chat and a cuppa. Combined Exercise and
Wool group members were particularly glad to
be able to share a birthday celebration at Boolarra Store (the Top Shop) late June. (picture)
Thank you Robyn and Mick.
We are so lucky to enjoy hobbies and handcrafts
to keep us occupied during these times.
Welcome to our new resident and member
Brenda K. who particularly enjoys crochet, relaxing on her front verandah, when the weather is warm. She recently completed a star burst
patterned coverlet in autumn shades (pictured).
It will be great to see you when we can meet in
the Multi Purpose Building again 11.30am some
Thursday in the future.
Elizabeth has completed another stunning
patchwork quilt (pictured).
Rosslyn has been using leftover yarn, making
toys and tiny teddies for charity.
Ann L. has now progressed to making chunky
bed socks for herself.
Kerryn is working on a blanket using left over,

Kate Cartwright.

Lori’s Pincushion bracelet.

Kate’s Guernsey.

multi-coloured sock wool.
Robyn continues with socks and more socks,
currently experimenting with a new fancy tech-

Boolarra
Verandah Jammers
This group have been meeting on the back
verandah of the pub for quite a while. We play
our ukuleles, have a sing, enjoy a laugh, on
Sundays at 1pm -3pm.
If you have an interest in music (or just want
to sing), please contact me, Libby Robertson,
0408 594 798.
Winter may create a problem re: weather,
venue or not being around (or COVID!).
So, contact me and we can take it from there.
Libby Robertson.
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nique in lovely natural self-coloured wool,
supported by Lori who has completed three
pairs of heavy weight socks, a bracelet pincushion (pictured) and continues with a blanket utilising leftover yarn.
Marietta completed a fabulous crochet rug for
her daughter in WA. It was intended to be personally delivered but unfortunately, due to travel
restrictions, parcel post was required. She is continuing to work on a mustard-coloured cardigan
for herself.
Kate completed a pale blue alpaca traditional
fisherman’s Guernsey, with only a few expletives.
(pictured)
Denise also has been continuing with multi-coloured socks and Marg has swiftly completed an
off- white pair of socks, started by Carla who we
feel was happily looking over her shoulder.
Ann T. has been busy lately supporting her dear
Mum and doing more sewing than knitting, but
did complete several beanies for a July born,
dear grandchild.
A particular shout out to dear Lois our stalwart
treasurer who has been a bit poorly recently.
Best wishes for your speedy return to our group.
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Morning Tea at Boolara Store.

Boolarra
Junior Netball Club

The Grand Final winning team Boolarra 13’s.

FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

Boolarra Junior Netball had another great season
in the Moe & District Winter Netball competition.
The Under 9’s team has shown great development winning six out of 10 games for the season,
unfortunately the lockdown interruptions to the
season meant that they missed out on playing the
final Saturday of round robin games where the
children would have been presented with their
medals. Hopefully we should be able to hold a
presentation night at Boolarra soon.
Even with a lockdown broken season we managed to have our 11’s and both 13’s teams make it

in to the finals’ rounds.
Boolarra 11’s played the top of the ladder Newborough Bulldogs in the grand final and played a
hard-fought game, but were unfortunately defeated 18 to 15.
Boolarra 13’s Blue knocked out the Boolarra 13’s
Reds in semi finals with a fantastic game. The
Boolarra Blue team went on to play Hill End
Green in the Grand Final and had a
close, well-deserved win 21 to 18.
Thank you to all players and parents for
their flexibility throughout an unpredictable start stop season.

U17s 2021.

A Grade 2021.

B Grade 2021.

U15s 2021.
vvv

D Grade.

C Grade 2021.

Boolarra Store
9-11 Tarwin Street Boolarra

Eat in or take away Catering available
*Light meals *Coffee *Cakes *Fresh sandwiches & rolls
*Fish & Chips *Burgers *Bakery pies, pasties, sausage rolls *Roast beef & gravy rolls
*Fresh bakery bread *Milk *Papers *Grocery items *Smokes *Soft Serve Ice Cream
*Slush Puppies *Ice *Gas Bottles

Café open for breakfast and lunch
Hours: Mon-Fri open 7.00am. Weekends and holidays open 8.00am
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Boolarra Netball Club
FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

The 2021 Season was like a close game of
netball: challenging, up and down and nail
biting! It was often difficult to know when we
would be able to train, play or catch up with
everyone. Players, coaches and supporters
pivoted from week to week, adjusting to
the changing environment with unwavering
determination to get back on the court. It has
been a year of individual and team development
as many new players joined our Club. Our head
coach, Greta Douch, worked extremely hard
over the summer recruiting players. It was
wonderful to see some players return after
having bubbas, and junior players move into
senior teams. Even though we did not make
finals, there was strong improvement as the
season progressed.
We had some fun along the way including
the Dress up as a Letter social function.
Thanks to a team of hard-working netballers
who organized the event. A big shout out to
Melissa Riseley for planning the MS round
which has been postponed until next season.
Thanks to all the behind the scenes work of
our wonderful committee who has remained
focused and positive. I'd like to thank all our
players and coaches for persisting throughout
the 2021 season as we turn our sights to 2022

and beyond. Ultimately, this season has been
a long preseason for 2022! On that note,
preseason will commence late November or
early December so don't put away your running
shoes for too long ladies.
Our Club extends its congratulations to Jackie
McGlade who was awarded Life Membership
to the Mid Gippsland Football Netball League
earlier this year.
Jackie has been a tireless worker and supporter
of MGNA, MGFL, MGFNL and Boolarra FNC for
many years. She has held numerous BFNC Club
committee positions including Netball President
for several years. She has coached juniors and
coordinated Netta/NetSetGo at Latrobe Leisure
in Churchill.
Jackie played 257 games between 1993-2018
for the BFNC. In 2018 Jackie played her 250th
game. Her four daughters have played netball
for the Club over the years and her son has
played football. She has spent many hours
tirelessly around the grounds, scoring, umpiring,
court supervising, and keenly supporting the
MGFNL/MGNA and Boolarra players during their
games.
Quite often Jackie will help in the kitchen
and bar until the early hours of the morning
keeping everyone warm on a winter's day

by coordinating the canteen and serving up
delicious food and then back it up the next day
cleaning the club rooms and around the oval
after home games.
Jackie is an inspiration for the community,
incredibly humble and highly respected by both
young and old as a member of the BFNC and
past member and president of MGNA. She goes
above and beyond putting her hand up to do
whatever is needed and spends endless hours to
make sure everything is in order.

Cheers,
Gabrielle Francis-Foreman,
Netball president,
Boolarra Football Netball Club.

Jackie McGlade with
Kate Moloney - Co-Captain Melbourne Vixens.

Boolarra Junior Netball Club
Well done to our Boolarra Jnr Netballers in being selected for the Dare to Develop a Diamond and
Development Program with the Gippsland Sports Academy.
Over 90 girls tried out for a spot and six of our local girls made the
cut.
The 2021 Netball Development Program will provide development
for potential Netball Victoria Eastern Talent Academy athletes
transitioning into the U/15 age group. The focus will be on developing
the athlete’s potential for selection into the next level of pathway
development, Netball Victoria Eastern Talent Academy, which feeds
into the State Team.
The future looks bright for these Boolarrians and we wish them all
the best.
From left to right: Aleeah Munnich U/13, Aleasha Read
U/15, Susie Blines U/13, Rahni Wissmer U/15 and Lara
Noblett U/13 – Netball Development Program.

Tillie Buhajiar U/15 Diamond Program.
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Boolarra Football Club
FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935

WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

Well Spring is upon us and unfortunately
another COVID lockdown, which has ended our
2021 season one game short. With the final
round being abandoned it was decided that the
League go straight into finals as soon as possible
and try to get a finals series in and premiers
crowned across the League.
The Seniors finished the year in equal eighth
Kenneth Towt being chaired off.

position on points in what was a mixed year for
the boys. Really good wins against Toora and
third placed Foster were offset by disappointing
losses against Stony Creek and Newborough.
Consistency in games and lapses in quarters
were costly this year but with a relatively young
and new group, it was always going to take some
time to gel. The football department are already
hard at work with recruiting and looking to bring
in some more experience and quality in areas
that they feel we lack in.
The Reserves also finished the year in equal
eighth and just one win out of finals.A midseason winless rut proving costly in the run to
the finals. Coach Cleaver in his first year did an

outstanding job with the group, especially when
tested for depth during parts of the season due
to injuries and unavailability.
We also celebrated two milestones late in the
season. Boolarra Premiership winning centre
half back Kenneth Towt playing in his 400th
senior football game and Senior ruckman Matt
Windsor playing his 100th senior Club game.
The Club would like to thank the two players on
these great achievements and long service to
the Club.
Vote Count and Presentation Night have been
postponed due to lockdowns and will be held
as soon as practicable. Keep an eye out on
Facebook for further information and results.
With the season ending so have our Thursday
night meals at the Social Club. Good news is that
John and crew will be back on board with us
next season and really excited to see everyone
again. The Club would like to thank John and
the community for really getting behind it and
making Thursday nights at the Club a huge
success.
Currently we have some empty roles/jobs at the
Club that need filling ASAP. Amongst those we
are looking for a canteen manager and trainers/
physio. If you are willing to put your hand up
and fill one of these roles, please contact the
Club.
We are always looking for more volunteers and
helpers at the Club; we are a small community
Club and rely on locals to fill roles. Please do
not hesitate to come forward if you think you
can fill a role at the Club. No matter how small.
President Simon Buglisi and Netball President
Gabrielle Francis-Foreman are very eager to get
more people into roles at the Club to ease the
burden on long serving volunteers that have
taken on too much. Now more than ever we
need people stepping up to lend a hand and do
your bit for your Club.
You can keep up to date with all Club news via
our Facebook page Boolarra Football Netball
Club.

Young Gun Jacob Carnes burning an
opponent off.

The Boolarra Football Netball Club
would like to thank their valued sponsors
for Season 2021 and welcome all new
sponsors that have jumped on board since
last season. We ask that you get behind and
support these businesses as they support
our community Club.
We are also always on the hunt for new
sponsors. Darren Napier once again is
leading the Sponsorship Drive. If you would
like more information on packages don’t
hesitate to contact Naps.
MC Civil and Landscaping, Prorent, Tony
Antonelli Accounting, Australian Solid Fuel
Testing, Strzelecki Engineering, Boolarra
Community Hotel, Mirboo North & District
Community Bank, Devtree Pty Ltd, Narellan
Pools, Valley Tyre Service, Gibson Groundspread,
Latrobe City, Yinnar Community Hotel,
Boolarra Post Office, Boolarra Store, Jims
Building Inspections, Tradeweld, Valley Trophy
Centre, Strzelecki Plumbing, J Smith Motors,
Monacellars Wine & Spirits, Prosper Valley
Excavations, Cervis Equipment, Riviera Display
Kitchens, Mirboo North Golf Club, Kennedy
Haulage/ Driffield Quarries, Prosper Valley
Gravel, Out of Dough, Willaton Transport, BJ
Bennett & Co Real Estate, Benson Timber &
Hardware, Latrobe Valley Funeral Services,
Gatts Panel Works, Norm Oliver Butchers,
Bellebanne, ETU, Gippsland Printers, Café 3869,
Mirboo North Hardware, GM Conveyancing,
Young Signs, Websters Butchers, Samantha Brick
Health & Massage, Russell Northe, McDonalds,
Alfresh 2 Go, Bob Jane T Mart Traralgon,
Evans Petroleum, Icon Sports, Pizza HQ, TK
Excavations, Morwell Bowling Club. BMW
Electrical, Stockdale and Leggo Leongatha.

Matt Windsor under pressure dishing
one out.
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The Boolarra Link Community Directory
Organisation		Contact Name		Phone

Anglican and Uniting Churches Lubawski			5169 6494
Boolarra Book Club and
Robern Lubawski
Blazers Walking Group John Lubawski			
5169 6494
Boolarra Bowling Club 		
Travis Baker			
0416 087 305
Boolarra Cemetery Trust
Lyrinda Carter			
0408337764
Boolarra and District Horse
Nicky Stewart 			
0412 448 789
and Trail Riding Club
Boolarra CFA			
Di Billingsley			
0408 173 637
Boolarra Community
Development Group
Colin Brick			
5163 1212
Boolarra Netball /		
Gabrielle Francis-Foreman
0417 975 082
Football Club			
Simon Buglisi 			
0411 142 375
Social Rooms 						5169 6507
Change Rooms						5169 6507
Boolarra Historical Society
Linda Minter			
0447 996 702
Boolarra Multi Purpose
Building		Sue Warren			0429 941 905
Boolarra Play Group		
Teresa Wareham		
0408 542 691
Boolarra Pre-school		
Emma Read			
0423 369 948
Boolarra Primary School
Susan Duncan			
5169 6471
Boolarra Quilting Group
Linda Minter			
5169 6702
Boolarra Friends of the
Red Cross		Glenys Morgan			5169 6721
Boolarra South Landcare
Denise Schiller			
5169 6425
Boolarra Tennis Club								
Boolarra Verandah Jammers
Sue Clutterbuck 		
0437348366
Boolarra Wool and Spinning
Group			Lois Thornton			0400 722 716
Boolarra and Yinnar Community
Recovery Committee Colin Brick			
5163 1212
Boolarra Youth Theatre Group Tania Brown 			
5169 6466
Budgeree Hall			
Leanne Potter			
0429 111 192
Catholic Church		
Fr James Fernandez		
5134 2849
5169 6425
				or Denise Schiller 		

What’s on. . . . .
For contact information please refare to the Directory above.

Church Services
in Boolarra and Yinnar
Catholic Church

Tarwin Street, Boolarra
Mass at 10.30am on 2nd and 4th Sunday in
Boolarra and 10.30am on 1st and 3rd Sunday in Yinnar.
Liturgy at 10.30am on 2nd Tuesday of the month

Anglican and Uniting Churches
in co-operation

Tarwin Street, Boolarra
1st Sunday 11.00am and 2nd Sunday 10.00am
in Boolarra
3rd Sunday 11.00am and 4th Sunday 10.00am
in Yinnar
PLEASE NOTE: If there are changes to any
Link Community Directory
information, please notify the Boolarra Link Editor:

Sylvia Sauppe on 5169 6321
or editor@boolarralink.org.au
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Monday

Organisation		Contact Name		Phone
Churchill Neighbourhood
Centre				Abigail				5122 2955
Cooperating Church		
Brenda Burney 			
5122 1480
Cricket Club			Jack Cleaver			5169 6428
Exercise Class			
Kathleen Millett			
5122 2591
				or Kate				5169 6592

Folk Festival			
Rick Teychenne			
0408 696 243
Friends of the Upper		
Denise Schiller			
5169 6425
Morwell River
Grand Ridge Rail Trail		
John Collins			
0428 124 554
Justice of the Peace		
Matt Gleeson 			
0427 696 461
				Gwenda Pither			0427 963 385
Latrobe CC Fire Recovery
Heather Farley			
5128 5648
LaTrobe TaeKwon-Do		
Dave Proctor			
0402 270 347ss
Municipal Emergency
Response Officer 		
Lance King			
5128 5426
Local Emergency Action Plan John Harris			
0431 972 672
Memorial Hall			
Roz Carstairs			
0429 383 686
Memorial Park			Colin Brick			5163 1212
Men’s Shed			Michael Watt			5169 6286
Open Garden Day		
Jill Simmons			
5169 6516
Pilates				Kathleen Millett 			
5122 2591
Police				Matt Ryan			5169 6222
								0458 839 886
Pony Club			
Secretary
boolarraponyclub@gmail.com
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group

Linda Minter 			

0447 996 702

Russell Northe			Russell Northe			5133 9088
Scouts				Daiel Cook			0423 495 977
Soroptomist International
Samantha Brick			
0427 824 722
Stroke Support Group		
Paul Howells			
5623 5598
Wildlife Assistance		
Jean Quick			
5169 6606
Yinnar & District Judo Club
Sharon Taylor 			
0418 681 245
				Peter Brimblecombe 		0409 402 459
Yinnar Community Garden
Catheryn Thompson		
0435 048 153
Yoga				Kristy Mills 			
0475 376 015

Groups and Organisations Meeting Times. . . . .

Exercise Class - 9.30am, all ages, Boolarra Memorial Hall.
Book Club - 8.00pm,1st Monday of the month.
Men’s Shed - Between 10.00am and 4.00pm.
CFA - Every 2nd Monday from 7.00pm - skills training at the station - prospective new members welcome
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group - 2nd and 4th Monday from11.00am - Multi Purpose Building.
Red Cross - Monthly 1st Monday at 1.00pm, The Boolarra Store

Tuesday

Yoga - 6.00pm-7.30pm Gentle Class. OR 7.15pm-9.15pm Advanced Class. Primary School/Multi Purpose Room.
Pilates - 9.30am, Multi Purpose Building.

Wednesday

Men’s Shed - Between 10.00am and 4.00PM.
Yinnar & District Judo Club - during school terms from 6.15pm - 7.30pm, Yinnar Recreation Reserve.

Thursday

Playgroup - 9.30am-11.30am, Multi Purpose Build.
Wool Group - 11.30 am-3.30pm, Multi Purpose Building.
Blazers Walking Group - Meet 9.00am, Boolarra Recreation Reserve.
Boolarra Memorial Hall - Bi-Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
Boolarra Community Development Group - Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.00pm, Multi Purpose Building.
Chair Yoga - Thursday 9 to 10 am Contact Kristy

Friday

Exercise Class - All ages 10.00am, Yinnar Memorial Hall.

Sunday

Historical Society - 2.00pm-4.00 pm, 1st Sunday of the month, Boolarra Historical Museum
Pony Club Rally - 2nd Sunday of the month, Recreation Reserve
CFA - 9.00am - 10.00am - Radio testing / equipment maintenance
Boolarra Verandah Jammers - 1.00pm-3.00pm, playing Ukulele every Sunday. Boolarra Community Hotel.
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