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Thanks to State Government funding Landcare Networks 
have been able to hire new facilitators. Marnie Ellis has 
returned to Latrobe Catchment Network and she has 
contacted me about the Morwell River Falls. As a result 
of our conversation, she was going to pay a visit to the 

Falls and see whether 
any assistance with 
maintenance could 
be organised. Fif-
teen local Landcare 
groups have recently 
received funding for 
projects to restore the 
natural environment 
which is good news. 
We did not apply for 
any grants because at 
the moment we can-
not keep our on-going 

commitments up to date. Keith has been monitoring the 
water quality in the river and has been able to get to the 
Falls and Apex Park. Despite the storms, the water quality 
is excellent and we were wondering whether we should 
find another site further downstream as a comparison. 
He had some people from the Catchment Management 
Authority with him on one visit and they said our water 

was much better than some other streams that they 
had tested. Our working bees seem to occur when the 
weather is unkind and so, although last month we made a 
start, the rain finished us off early. There have been more 
trees falling and so even keeping tracks clear is hard. The 
wild flowers have been beautiful and there are still plenty 

of flowers in the bush. The 
weeds are growing well 
too so if you have a couple 
of hours to help us on first 
Saturdays in the month at 
10am at the Mill Site in Fos-
ter Road we would give you 
a warm welcome.

Denise Schiller.

Boolarra South 
Landcare Group

Another Freak Storm Another Freak Storm 
in Boolarrain Boolarra 
played carnage with trees down all over town 
and surrounding areas.
One tree came down across power lines on 
Darlimurla Rd and the CFA were there to assist 
with traffic control and keeping people safe.

Centenary Park, Railway Park  and upper Tarwin 
St were also victims of trees down. Many house-
holds were without electricity for days.

The district has yet again been lashed by storms: this damage in 
Railway Park and Centenary Park Boolarra a consequence of the 
2 December event; also snapping off branches onto the adjoining 

Rail Trail. Photos by Paula Ryan.

Spectacular wildflowers abound at the Old Mill Site: a reward for volun-
teers who maintain the tracks, every first Saturday of the month.
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Treasurer - Matt Ryan
Secretary - Alan Hall
Advertising Officer - Paula Ryan
Editor - Sylvia Sauppe -0488 488 354
Subeditor - Alan Hall
Proof Reading - Alan Hall - Deb Chanesman - 
Roz Carstairs - Patrick Francis
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Boolarra Link and dropped 
off with Mary or Shannon at 
the Boolarra Post Office. 
Or general contact: 
info@boolarralink.org.au
Website: 
boolarralink.org.au

DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 

committee unless acknowledged
 as such. 

No endorsement of products or 
services is implied by the listing of 

advertisers or sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the 

committee takes no responsibility
 for errors.

BOOLARRA LINK ADVERTISING
Advertisements are in blocks of 8cm WIDE 

x 10cm HIGH
Blocks can be arranged side by side 

or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks - $28.00

Full page $250.00
Half page $180.00

BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance.

Scan for Website

The Boolarra Link 
would like to thank 
our valued private 
and business sponsors  
for their support in 
2021.

Strzelecki Plumb-
ing, Boolarra Post 
Office, Charlie Mac 
and Associates, Roz 
Carstairs.

Contact: Ian Code 0438 656 205, 
Liam Cornthwaite 0428 051 538
grandridge.enviroservices@gmail.com

Servicing all of Gippsland.

Environmental Projects
Tree Lopping
Revegetation 

Weed Spraying

Local electrician providing 
outstanding workmanship and 
reliability for a reasonable price.

All types of electrical work,including:
Domestic, Commercial, Industrial and 
Generator installation.

Call Darcy for an obligation Call Darcy for an obligation 
free quote - 0407 284 878free quote - 0407 284 878
     Find us on 

The Boolarra Link is a 
community run and 

funded newspaper that 
publishes stories and 
information about Bool-
arra and the surrounding 

districts.  For over a decade after the 
Link was reborn, we have strived to tell 
the stories of Boolarra, like clockwork 
once a quarter. We run the newspaper 
on a slim budget and now need your 
support to keep the paper going. Your 
sponsorship of an edition of the Link 
will help keep our community con-
nected at a time when this is more 
important than ever.
To sponsor an edition of the Link, 
go to https://www.gofundme.com/f/
sponsor-the-march-2022-edition?utm_
campaign=p_cf+share-flow-
1&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_

source=customer, scan the QR code.  
Alternatively, you can send an email 
directly to sponsorship@boolarralink.
org.au to express your interest or ask 
for more information.
Every sponsor will receive recogni-
tion in the paper or you can keep your 
sponsorship anonymous – the choice is 
yours.
Thank you, 
and we look 
forward to 
sharing stories 
of Boolarra 
and districts 
with you well 
into the future.

Yours Sincerely,
Luke Potter,
President,
The Boolarra Link.

After an unusual 2021 we wish all 
our readers a Mary Christmas and 
a safe and healthy 2022. 
From the Boolarra Link Committee.
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Police Report
Well, another year almost over and what 
a year it has been, with COVID stopping 
all plans and then mother nature show-
ing us what she can do. The ground is still 
soft and only a little rain can cause flood-
ing, please don’t drive through flood water, 
if you come across flooded roads call 000 
or Latrobe City 1300 367 700 so they can 
assess if they need to close the road.  Also 
due to the soft ground or even with a bit 
of wind, trees continue to fall, if you come 
across a fallen tree blocking roads or a tree 
in danger of falling onto a road call police 
or Latrobe City. Remember you can call the 
SES on 132 500 if you need help with leak-
ing roofs or dangerous trees due to a storm 
event. During a storm or hazardous weather 
or fog use your vehicle’s fog lights to make 
yourself extra visible, using your fog lights 
at any other time is illegal and could cost 
you $159. The difference between fog lights 
and driving lights is driving lights are wired 
to come on when you use your high beams 
and fog lights have a separate button to turn 
them on independent of your normal head-

lights.  You are allowed to have four extra 
lights as part of you driving lights and they 
can be mounted on your bull bar or roof 
provided they are not on top of your bull 
bar and are on the front half of your vehi-
cle. So, if you have a dual cab they cannot 
be mounted on the sports bar or roll bar in 
the tray. Another road rule to remember is 
if you see an emergency vehicle stopped on 
the side of the road or moving slowly along 
the road with their emergency lights acti-
vated or flashing then you are supposed to 
slow to 40km/h when passing them, this ap-
plies to both sides of the road unless there is 
a physical barrier between the lanes. Emer-
gency vehicles include police, CFA, FRV 
(Fire Rescue Victoria), ambulance, SES and 
Vic Roads (magenta lights).  
Have a safe and Merry Christmas and a 
great New Year.
Cheers,

Matthew Ryan,
Leading Senior Constable,
Boolarra Police Station.

One of the great features of our celebration has 
been the opportunity to recognise some of the un-
sung heroes of our town: the volunteers who do so 
much in so many spheres to make our town the 
rich, vibrant community it is.
The Development Group is once again seeking 
nominations from individuals, community groups 
and clubs of people or groups you believe deserve 
recognition for their contribution to our commu-
nity. If you wish to nominate someone then please 
fill out the attached nomination form and drop it 
in at the Post Office.
If you’re free to give a hand on the day, please give 
me a call. It’s a great way to meet people if you’re 
new to the community.

Colin Brick,
Boolarra Community Development Group,
5163 1212,

It looks like things are starting to open up a bit, 
finally. Hopefully, this continues and we will be 
able to celebrate our national day in our custom-
ary manner and celebrate the wonderful spirit in 
our lovely town.
As a sign of things returning to ‘normal’ we will 
continue the tradition of having an Australia Day 
Breakfast in the Park.

On Wednsday, 26 January, from 8.30 until 10am 
in Railway Park we will be providing egg and ba-
con sandwiches and snags, tea and coffee, and 
some drinks for the kids. We’ll raise the flag, and 
sing the anthem, have some fun activities for all 
the family, and generally have a good time!

2022 Boolarra Community 2022 Boolarra Community 
CelebrationCelebration

Program
   Commence breakfasts  8.30
Commence activities  9.00

•  Sack races, egg and spoon race    
and other children’s activities,  
 Gumboot throwing

•  Talking to the friends you haven’t   
seen since … 

•  Australiana trivia     
Present certificates   9.45  
Flag raising and    10.00 
National Anthem  

We wish to recognise:
___________________________for their 
community contribution.
(Please describe their contribution in 25-30 
words).

       
    

Nomination By:    
 

Seconded By:     
 

(Nominations to be submitted by 10 January).

CARDS 500 
and 

CHESS 
CLUB

On every Monday 
night 
(including public holidays) at the
Boolarra Multi Purpose Building, from 
7pm - 9pm. 
Come join a delightful friendly group of players rang-

ing from beginners to the serious competitive players.
Please bring a small plate. Tea and coffee will be pro-

vided.
Charge of $3 per person to cover cost of hall hire.
So if you like a casual game of chess or cards, please 

do join us. No obligation to attend every week. Just 
come when you can. 
We do, however, need more chess players as there are 

only a few at present.

Enquiries: 
0429 923 791.
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 »

 » New & Custom Built Systems
 » Malware & Virus Removal

 » Software Sales & Installation
 » Advice & Assistance

 » Upgrades & Configuration
 » System Maintenance

 » Notebooks & Netbooks
 » Parts & Peripherals

 » Printer Consumables

grcs@internode.on.net
PO Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

Ph: 5169 6473 
Mob: 0429 696 473

 Grand Ridge
 Computer Services

Hay and Silage 
Contractor

round and small squares

Boolarra, Mirboo North and Yinnar area

phone Neil: 0474 946 634

KEN GRAEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo North 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester 
& Service Centre

It’s hard to believe that we are already approach-
ing the end of 2021, and what a year it has been!!! 
COVID has been a constant in our lives for the 
best part of 21 months now and in this time, there 
have been many significant challenges along the 
way, particularly for so many local businesses and 
their employees. As we enter the Christmas period 
please keep this in mind when purchasing Christ-
mas gifts by shopping locally when and where 
you can. So, let’s get behind and support our local 
businesses who in turn employ local people and 
who invariably support our local schools, com-
munity groups and sporting clubs.
One of the issues that I have been tackling in vari-
ous forums is the desired retention and redevel-
opment of the old Budgeree School and for it to 
be listed as of heritage significance. The school is a 
rare example of a pre-1873 Victorian schoolhouse, 
and as locals would know it sits next to the now 
redeveloped Budgeree Hall. Unfortunately the 
school has been deemed unsafe by Latrobe City 
Council and I am extremely concerned that un-
less Heritage Victoria intervenes the school is at 
risk of demolition. Congratulations and well done 
to all those in the community who are trying to 
save this important historic building. I am aware 
that Heritage Victoria recently visited the site 
and subsequently we have hope the school can 
be saved. I have also written to the Minister for 
Planning pleading for him to approve including 
the former Budgeree School to be heritage listed.
It’s also been a challenging time for our students 
and I send my best wishes to all who are doing 
or who have completed exams in recent weeks. 
One of the highlights of my year is to offer all 
local schools the opportunity to present one of 

their students a Russell Northe ‘Values Education’ 
award. The award is intended to go to a student 
who tries their best at school, who is friendly and 
courteous to other students, and who is a good 
role model. So congratulations to all those who 
were nominated for not only my award but other 
school achievement awards in 2021.
An item that maybe of interest is that the Elec-
toral Boundaries Commission (EBC) has recently 
announced its final changes to state government 
electoral boundaries that will take effect from 26 
November, 2022 and after the next State Election. 
These changes mean that the township of Moe 
will be transferred from the Narracan electorate 
to the Morwell electorate which I have the current 
privilege to represent. But this also means that the 
towns of Boolarra, Yinnar, Cowwarr and Toong-
abbie will be removed from the Morwell elector-
ate and transferred to the electorate of Gippsland 
South. Whilst I am yet to make any decision about 
my own future, I can say I am saddened to see the 
loss of these towns from the Morwell electorate 
given their linkages and common interests with 
neighbouring towns. 
And the fact is these communities are replete with 
bloody good people who volunteer so much time 
and effort to make their town even better. I have 
established some great friendships in Boolarra 
and other smaller towns and communities and 
this is something I will always cherish. As noted 
above, the above-mentioned changes do not come 
into effect until after the next Victorian State Elec-
tion which is scheduled for 26 November 2022. 
For those interested, the link below takes you to 
the details of these and other state government 
boundary changes as prescribed by the EBC. htt-
ps://maps.ebc.vic.gov.au/
In closing I send everyone in the Boolarra com-
munity and surrounds my sincere best wishes for 
Christmas and the festive season and I also thank 
The Boolarra Link for producing their publications 

and allowing myself and others to provide some 
commentary about our activities and thoughts.Russell Northe MLA

Member of Morwell

Boolarra Trail Blazers

The Boolarra Trail Blazers (also known as the 
Boolarra Walking Group).
We have continued to keep going even during 
COVID by walking (spaced out and waving) 
around the Boolarra oval each Thursday. The 
Trail Blazers are now able to meet for a chat af-
ter their walk and are starting to arrange a visit 
to another walking place once a month, start-
ing with Churchill’s Lake Hyland.
They have managed to keep fit to keep happy 
and looking forward to better things next year.
If you would like to join please ring John on 
5169 6494 or just turn up at the oval at 9am on 
a Thursday. It’s a great way to have friendship 
and to keep fit and healthy.
Phone John Lubawski on 5169 6494 or just turn up.
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Thank you all for the positive 
response we have received from 
the community to our urgent 
plea for new blood for the com-
mittee. We had a very successful 
AGM on 16 November, and have 

a very new look committee with nine new mem-
bers and a new look executive and structure.
The AGM was attended by 16 people with five 
apologies. We also received numerous expressions 
of goodwill from a number of people in the com-
munity.
Special thanks for Rick Teychenne, who stepped 
in to chair the meeting at short notice, and to Sue 
Webster who put on a lovely spread we enjoyed 
after the meeting.
The key change has been the establishment of a 
number of new positions on the committee; a 
minutes secretary, a correspondence secretary and 
a grants co-ordinator. We believe this provides a 
committee structure which shares the workload 
more evenly and will enable the committee to op-
erate more effectively, and facilitates succession 
planning.
The new committee is as follows:
Chairperson - Colin Brick
Deputy Chair - Doug Black
Minutes Secretary - Elizabeth Pearce
Correspondence Secretary - Dr Margie Mackay
Treasurer - Jenny Wedrowicz
Grants Coordinator - Rhonda Keegan
Publicity Officer - Deb Chanesman
Committee - Sue Webster
Committee - Pat Francis
Committee - Michael Cleaver
Committee - Jill Simmonds
Committee - Sue Clutterbuck
Committee - Neil Clutterbuck
Committee - Rachel Carter
Committee - Gilbert Douglas

I am looking forward to working with a new team 
with new ideas and new energy. Our challenge is 
to harness those ideas and energy and create bet-
ter outcomes for the people of Boolarra and Dis-
trict.
As always, our meetings are open to the public, 
so feel free to came along and raise any ideas or 
issues you may have.

Colin Brick,
Chairperson,
Boolarra Community Development Group.

Annual General Meeting – 
16 November 2021
Report from the Chair - Doug Black

Thank you all for your attendance this evening.
Our Community Development Group’s aim is to 
promote the social, economic and environmental 
development of Boolarra and district in accord-
ance with the wishes of the community.
We see our role being to work with the people 
and groups within the community to advance 
and foster the town’s wellbeing. We also seek to 
work closely with Latrobe City Council, State and 
Federal Members of Parliament and various Gov-
ernment Departments, as well as hosting and pro-
moting various Community events for the enjoy-
ment of all.
The BCDG also acts as an umbrella organisation 
under which other groups can apply for funding, 
and in recent years we have assisted the exercise 
group, the Kindergarten, the Play Group, the His-
torical Society, the Primary School and the BMX 
track proposal in their funding applications.
We have many willing volunteers in Boolarra, 
serving in a diversity of Community Groups and 
Clubs, and many of us wear hats in several dif-
ferent organisations. It is a testament to our com-
munity spirit in Boolarra that we have such strong 
participation in what is a relatively small popula-
tion.
The BCDG has now been active for nineteen years, 
and we are very proud of what we have achieved 
in that time. However, as for so many groups and 
individuals, the past 18 months have been very 
difficult for this group. We have been unable to 
hold several of the events that we typically stage, 
due to COVID restrictions, and we have also been 
unable to hold a number of our monthly meet-
ings. 
Attendance at the meetings has also declined 
markedly, and although this is currently a com-
mon issue for many volunteer groups and organi-
sations across Australia, it became clear to us that 
we needed an influx of new blood and ideas to 
serve the town effectively.
We have also identified a committee structure 
which shares the workload more evenly and will 
enable the committee to operate more effectively.
A number of people have indicated their willing-
ness to come on to the committee and some have 
put their hands up for particular roles. Obviously, 
we welcome any additional nominations during 
the election process.
So, the coming year looks like being exciting with 
new people bringing new ideas and aspirations.

Our challenge will be to learn to function together 
and identify goals and projects that really benefit 
Boolarra, and then to work as a team to deliver.
The group is in a healthy financial position and we 
are actively seeking to utilise these funds for the 
benefit of the community.
We have identified increasing social participation 
as a key goal for our group, especially after the 
social disruption of the past 18 months. I believe 
there is also great scope for various organisations 
and clubs to work together for their mutual ben-
efit, and perhaps we can have a role as a catalyst in 
bringing this about.
In closing, I would like to thank the Community 
Development Group Committee members for 
their participation and support, particularly our 
long-serving secretary Colin Brick, Sue Webster 
as the quiet achiever and Jenny Wedrowicz as 
treasurer.
I would also like to recognise the contribution to 
our activities that Mary and Shannon at the PO 
make, both in distributing information on our be-
half, and collecting things for us. I would also like 
to acknowledge the contribution that Latrobe City 
make, supporting us not only financially through 
grants such as Australia Day and Christmas Fes-
tivities, and the Small Town Capital Funding, but 
also with the attendance of the local Councillor at 
most meetings, and the attendance of a Commu-
nity Liaison Officer.
Finally, I would like to note the valuable contri-
bution that the Mirboo North and District Com-
munity Bank, and the Mirboo North and District 
Community Foundation make in supporting a 
wide range of activities and projects within the 
community.
It would seem appropriate at this point to recom-
mend participation in our Boolarra Community 
Development Group and we welcome visitors 
and new committee members to attend our meet-
ings normally held on the third Thursday of the 
month. Please come along and make yourselves 
known. Community members are also invited to 
raise issues at those meetings by prior notice to 
the secretary, who will make time on the Agenda.
Once again, thank you all for your attendance, 
please join us for supper following the meeting.

Doug Black,
Outgoing Chirperson,
Boolarra Community Development Group.

Looking for shop or 
retail property for 
lease in Boolarra.



The Boolarra Link - December 2021Page: 6

Yinnar FuelYinnar Fuel
 & Farm Supplies & Farm Supplies

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RANGE – GREAT SERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

+

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240
52 Main Street, Yinnar Vic 3869

Knitting Kits Australia

For your convenience selected kits are 
now available at Boolarra General Store.

Kits feature natural fibre yarns, pattern and any 
accessories needed to complete your project. 

Needles available separately.

Knitting Yarns by Mail
114 Fox & Fanckes Rd Boolarra South

Open by appointment only
Phone Alison : 0408 992 927

Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au
Orders delivered free to Boolarra Street addresses

H A Z E LW O O DH A Z E LW O O D
P R O P E R T YP R O P E R T Y

M A I N T E N A N C EM A I N T E N A N C E
 • Small or Large Lawns
 • Gutters/Window Cleaning
 • Pruning/Weed Eradication

Mark & Sandra MaynardMark & Sandra Maynard

MOBILE: 0412 549 376
PH/FAX: 03 5163 1782

pmhazel@bigpond.com 

Postponement of Boolarra Folk 
Festival 2022; back in 2023

After much discussion and deliberation, the Bool-
arra Folk Festival committee wishes to advise our 
community that the 2022 Boolarra Folk Festival 
has been postponed until 2023.
The decision to postpone the 2022 Festival was 
made due to a number of factors. COVID-19 is 
still affecting our way of life and impacting the 
health of many Victorians, including those of us 
in the Latrobe Valley. Our primary concern as a 
committee is the safety of our community, audi-
ence, artists, stallholders and volunteers. With 
this in mind, our mandated ability to hold the 
festival in 2022 would be dependent on checking 
vaccination statuses, erecting temporary fencing 
(or changing venues), restricting audience and 
stallholder numbers and creating a ticketing sys-
tem for entry. The Boolarra Folk Festival Com-
mittee believe that these limitations go against the 
spirit of the Festival.
Our history is one of unrestricted access to the 
music and stalls, the free coming and going of 
people, and the relaxed, friendly atmosphere of 
our wonderful town and its people. We feel that 
current circumstances will not enable a Festival 
in 2022 to showcase these integral and essential 
features.

We are proud that in a dynamic and fast changing 
COVID-19 environment in 2021 we were able to 
host a virtual festival via Facebook. As successful 
as this new venture was for us, we have decided 
that we need to return to a live audience event for 
the 20th edition of the Festival.
Therefore, join us Saturday 4 March 2023 for the 
20th Boolarra Folk Festival. Our 20th edition will 
be something very special to savour and we want 
to present it to you in person, safely, and in the 
very best format we can. We thank you for your 
understanding and sincerely look forward to wel-
coming you back to celebrate with us in 2023.
Boolarra Folk Festival - finalist of Latrobe City 
People’s Choice Awards 2021.
The 2021 Boolarra Folk Festival was thrilled to be 
nominated for Best Community Event at the La-
trobe City People’s Choice Awards. 
The awards are presented annu-
ally by the Latrobe City Business 
Tourism Association with the aim 
of raising “awareness of the signifi-
cance of Tourism for Latrobe City 
to the Latrobe City Council, Busi-
ness and Community.”
This year's awards night was held 
on 23 November at the beautiful 
Narkoojee Winery at Glengarry 
North. Boolarra Folk Festival Presi-
dent Rick Teychenne attended with 
committee members Kate Reiske, 
Carolyne Boothman and David 
Francis-Foreman. A live stream of 
the event went to air thanks to the 
wonderful multimedia production 

skills of our friends at Nanoo Nanoo.  Nanoo Na-
noo was responsible for the world class Facebook 
live stream of the 2021 Boolarra Folk Festival (You 
can relive the 2021 Festival on YouTube).
From the pool of nominations, the Boolarra Folk 
Festival was shortlisted as a finalist along with the 
Tyers Art Festival and the Lions Club of Traral-
gon Farmers Market. The Boolarra Folk Festival 
congratulates the Lions Club of Traralgon Farm-
ers Market for winning the award. We would also 
like to thank the many people who took the time 
to cast a vote. The nominees and finalists can be 
proud of their efforts and achievements in 2021.  

David Francis- Foreman,
on behalf of the Boolarra Folk Festival Committee.

Finalists, Latrobe City People’s Choice Awards 2021. Boolarra Folk Festival 
Committee members (L-R) Carolyne Boothman, Rick Teychenne, Kate Reiske, 

David Francis-Foreman.

20 22
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The end of year is 
approaching at a 
fast and furious 
rate. This is always 
an exciting time as 
we look forward 
to the festive sea-
son, however it 
also comes with a 
measure of sadness 
as we say goodbye 
to our graduating 

students. Our graduates have shown an incredible 
amount of perseverance over the last 18 months 
as we pivoted between onsite and remote learn-
ing. They have missed out on many opportunities 
that included their last Boolarra Primary School 
Camp, Sports Camp, and a live school play. They 
showed, and continue to show, great resilience 
and a positive happy attitude. We will miss this 
group of remarkable people and wish them every 
success for their future. We will be holding their 
official Graduation Ceremony in a couple of weeks. 
They are now making Power Points to show their 
highlights of Primary School. 

Cows Make Careers
We were very fortunate to be a part of the Cows 
Make Careers program. We had two adorable 
calves that needed hand rearing for several weeks. 
A group of senior students eagerly offered to lead 
this project. They learnt how to and assist others 

with the daily feeding by our students. The senior 
students are currently completing group projects 
on cows. We will vote on the best presentation 
and present this to a panel. Engaging with ani-
mals certainly helped with children transition 
back to School and provided a lovely distrac-
tion from uncertainties.
New 2022 Outside of School Hours Childcare
We are very excited to be able to offer an af-
ter-school care program in 2022. When I first 
arrived at Boolarra Primary School parents 
expressed a need for after school care. We 

have now been able to provide this service 
through an establishment grant provided by 
the State Government. We are partnering 
with Big Child Care. We are hoping that this 
service will provide families with more flex-
ibility with work and school commitments.

Kids In Space
As part of our Arts Program, we perform a whole 
school production every two years and invite the 
wider community. This year the students have 
been working on Kids In Space. We had originally 
planned to perform this play at the end of Term 3. 

Unfortunately, because of restrictions and prep-
aration time, we were not able to achieve this. 
Our student elected to create a movie rather 
than give a live performance. Filming day was 
held 22 November. Our senior students who 
took on the lead rolls and supporting cast per-
formed to a high standard. Thank you to Tam-
my and Tina for making this this possible.
School Visits – 2022 Enrolments   Support your 
Community/Support Your School
If you are considering enrolling your child at 
Boolarra Primary School, please contact the 
school to arrange a school visit. We provide a 
broad range of curriculum activities. In 2022 we 
are hoping to incorporate dance as a new area 

with the Arts curriculum. We are all very proud of 
our School and our achievements. Our staff are all 
highly experienced and class sizes are small which 
enables all children to be taught at the point of 
need. This year we have implemented a phonics-
based program Sounds Write, to improve literacy 
across the school. All teachers have undertaken a 

four-day training program. This program is fur-
ther supported through decodable readers. 

Churchill Story Writing Competition
Writing for a purpose is very important to 
engage students. Each year our students are 
provided with an opportunity to enter a story 
or poem in the Churchill & District Writing 
Competition. This year our students demon-
strated their strong authorial skills as a sig-
nificant number received prizes. A big shout 
out to all participants.
Age 10 - 12  Short Story  
First Prize: Kallarnie
Second Prize: Sebastian 
Encouragement Award: Bailey and Asha 
Age 8 - 9 Short Story 
First Prize: Isabelle
Equal third Prize: Toby 
Encouragement Award: Violet and Callen

Age 6-7 Short Story
Commendations received for Lucinda, Daisy, So-
phia and Gus.

Susan Duncan,
Principal,
Boolarra Primry School.

Feeding calves.

Graduating Students.

Writing Competition winners.

Kids In Space.
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Getting Back To Business As Usual.
After the past two years of COVID and lock-
downs, the Brigade is resuming most of our usual 
practices of training, radio and appliance checks, 
and community engagement activities, albeit with 
additional precautions. All our members are re-
quired to be vaccinated, under the government 
guidelines for emergency services workers, and 
we continue to implement the COVID safe prac-
tices that have been in place for some time now. 
These include QR codes at both stations, use of 
sanitisers and regular cleaning of surfaces in the 
station and appliances. Training has resumed eve-
ry second Monday night and we will be testing the 
Community Alerting Siren on those nights.
Fortunately, the past few months have been very 
quiet for the Brigade, with a small number of 
turnouts, mostly to burn-offs that have escaped. 
Although we have had a lot of rain and the veg-
etation looks green, we have had enough warm 
weather to begin the curing process of grasses. If 
the wind gets up, a burn-off can easily escape, de-
spite all good intentions. As people prepare their 
properties for the coming summer, a few remind-
ers about burning off safely.
Burning Off Safely
Once you have cleaned up your property, make 
sure you dispose of your green waste safely. If 
you live in the residential zone of Boolarra, you 
are not allowed to burn off green waste and must 
take it to the council’s designated green waste dis-
posal facilities. If your property is zoned Farming, 
Rural, Rural-Lifestyle and Rural/Residential, you 
do not need a permit to burn. However, you must 
adhere to the following conditions (Latrobe City 
Council By-laws):
• An adult is to be in attendance at all times.
• A minimum firebreak of 2 metres must be 

constructed around the area to be burnt.
• Sufficient water is to be on site to handle any 

emergency that may occur.
• Burning off must not commence before 7am
• Burning off must not commence if winds are 

more than 15 kilometres per hour or the tem-
perature is above 30 degrees Celsius. If burn-
ing off has commenced, all fires MUST be ex-
tinguished immediately.

Notice must be given to each owner or occupier of 
land neighbouring the area to be burnt.
Call 1800 668 511 Vic Fire Ballarat to lodge your 
intention to burn.
The Brigade has a community firefighting trailer 
that is available for people to borrow. This has a 
400-litre tank, pump and hoses. Please contact the 
Brigade through our Facebook page or speak to 
one of the Brigade members, if you would like to 

have this when you are burning off.
Your Pre-Fire Season Preparation
Despite the wetter than usual weather, you should 
be preparing your property and yourself for the 
coming fire season. Preparation and planning by 
each of us now, reduces the risks to ourselves, our 
neighbours and our bushland, helping to keep our 
community safe. Clear leaf litter, dead branches, 
overhanging trees and other potential fuel sources 
away from buildings and fence lines. Keep grass 
cut short. Check and test your fire-fighting equip-
ment if you have it – pumps, hoses and tank con-
nections. Replace anything that is damaged or 
has perished. Review and update your summer 
fire plan – will you stay or go? Are you mental-
ly prepared to fight a fire? Are you physically fit 
enough to fight a fire – possibly for many hours 
or even days? These are questions you need to be 
asking yourself as you prepare your summer fire 
plan each year. If you are new to our community, 
contact the Brigade with any questions. We are 
more than happy to share our local knowledge 
and provide advice. Boolarra has an extreme fire 
risk in many of our areas, so it is very important 
to understand that risk and how to reduce it. CFA 
District 27 will be running some fire information 
sessions early in 2022 in Boolarra to support this 
community education. Dates and locations will be 
advised through our Facebook page and targeted 
mailouts to residents in specific risk areas. 
Remember – Our Trucks Need Space To 
Access Properties
As part of your summer preparations, make sure 
your driveway and access tracks will allow tanker 
access. In the past we have been called to fires that 
we cannot get a truck into, due to dense over-
hanging trees along driveways and access tracks. 
The average fire truck needs a minimum of 3.5m 
width and 4m height for ease of access.
Driving Past Emergency Workers
Please remember that you must reduce your speed 
to 40 km/per hour when driving past emergency 
services vehicles with flashing lights, and when 
passing through roadworks areas. These speed re-
strictions are designed to protect people who are 
working near or in traffic.

Seasonal Outlook 2021-2022
With the BOM declaring a La Nina weather pat-
tern established, the outlook for summer is wet-
ter than usual with slightly cooler temperatures. 
This means some areas have a ‘Below normal Fire 
Potential’. However, this does not mean we can be 
complacent. Continue to be informed about what 
is happening in your local area, and in areas you 
may be travelling to. Maintain your properties 
and report any concerns you have. 
Campfire Safety

With the easing of travel restrictions, people will 
be planning camping trips. Recently the Brigade 
was called to a fire at Apex Park on Morwell River 
Road. The ignition point was a campfire that had 
not been lit in a properly prepared fire pit and had 
not been fully extinguished when the campers 
left. It travelled into surrounding mulch and burnt 
a reasonable area. Fortunately, it did not get into 
any bush, and we were able to quickly extinguish 
it. When having a campfire, make sure you have 
cleared the area around it for three metres and do 
not light a campfire under overhanging trees. AL-
WAYS put it out with water and make sure it is 
COLD to touch before you leave. 
Latrobe City Council Grant Supports 
Brigade Technology Purchase
Thanks to the Latrobe City Council grants pro-
cess, the fire Brigade has been able to  purchase 
two android computer tablets to use for mapping 
of wildfires and assistance with navigating to and 
around fires and other incidents. They will have 
a number of other handy apps installed ready for 
the fire season to help with subjects such as first 
aid, theodolite, pocket safety and a fire danger in-
dex calculator, to name a  few. They can be used 
to take pictures from the fire ground and send 
straight back to the IMT (Incident Management 
Team) which is typically setup some distance 
from the fire. We also in the process of purchasing 
a replacement printer for the fire station office as 
our current printer is slow and the cartridges are 
expensive.
Juniors
Our Junior Fire Brigade program has been very 
disrupted this year due to COVID restrictions 
and so has not been running on a regular basis but 

BURNING ISSUES
BOOLARRA CFA NEWS
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Boolarra Store
9-11 Tarwin Street Boolarra

Eat in or take away Catering available
*Light meals *Coffee *Cakes *Fresh sandwiches & rolls 

*Fish & Chips *Burgers *Bakery pies, pasties, sausage rolls *Roast beef & gravy rolls
*Fresh bakery bread *Milk *Papers *Grocery items *Smokes *Soft Serve Ice Cream 

*Slush Puppies *Ice *Gas Bottles

Café open for breakfast and lunch

Hours: Mon-Fri open 7.00am. Weekends and holidays open 8.00am     Phone 5169 6452 

Boolarra 
Christ Church
The Services for December in Bool-
arra at the Christ Church will be:

5 December - 10am at Boolarra Anglican Holy 
Communion.
12 December - 10am at Boolarra service.
16 December -7.30pm Blue Christmas at Bool-
arra
19 December - 10am Outdoor Service of les-
sons and Carols at Churchill
24 December - 7.30pm Christmas Eve Holy 
Communion at Boolarra
25 December - 10am Christmas Day at Bool-
arra
26 December - 10am Service at Churchill. 

Services at Christ Church will now 
be as follows in 2022:

Sunday of the Month
1st 2nd 3rd  at Boolarra 10am
4th 5th at Churchill 10am.

If you need more information ring Robern or 
John on 5169 6494.

Boolarra Public Cemetery Trust 
Well, between wind and heavy rain, much has needed clearing up at the Cemetery over the past few 
months. Merilyn, our Grounds Person is doing a wonderful job in maintaining the flower beds and 
new graves. I hope many of you took the opportunity to view the wonderful orchid display over 
spring. The grounds have now been cut for the coming summer season and to ensure the safety of 
volunteers and family visitors.
The Lawn Section has two new beams and the new lawn has now grown and become established. 
When line five has been filled, then line six will become available.
You can make arrangements with our secretary, Lyrinda 0408 337 764 to pre-purchase a plot in 
any section of the Cemetery. Costs are the plot plus the current administration fee. If you wish a 
particular plot, then a reservation fee is applied otherwise it is the next available. All pre-paid plots 
are recorded and a Certificate of Right of Burial is issued to the purchaser. Current prices until 30-
06-2022 are as follows: Lawn Section $545, Monumental Lawn $685, Historical Section $430 and 
Remembrance Garden $305.
When next you take a walk at the Old Mill Site include a visit to our beautiful bush Cemetery in your 
walk. The path from the Old Mill Site links into the Cemetery. Take time to read the Poppy Tile board 
and pay your respects to our soldiers. Many of whom have a poppy tile placed on their grave. See if 
you can find the first grave Frederick Marandez 12-03-1887.

 Use the information in the Gazebo to guide you.

Roz Carstairs.

will be up and running again in 2022. Any young 
people aged between 13 and 16 are welcome to 
be a part of our Junior Program, however CFA 
requires that all junior members over 12 are vac-
cinated against COVID. For further information, 
contact Di Billingsley 0408 173 637.
Season’s Greetings
We wish all members of our community a safe, 
happy Christmas with the people they love. It has 
been a tough couple of years of lockdowns, and it 
will be lovely to be able to gather and celebrate. 
Our best wishes for a wonderful 2022.

Di Billingsley.

A tree at Darlimurla Rd fell over 
powerlines during the freak storm.

The CFA assisted with traffic control until the power was 
turned off and the burning tree could be removed.

Photo by Graeme Wilson.

Drive carefully along Morwell 
River Road: the cumulative effects 

of several wild storms and over 
1000mm of rain for the year are 
taking their toll, producing sheer 
drops like this one a few k’s below 

the Falls Reserve. 
Photos by Alan Hall.
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• Services and Repairs to all Makes and Models
• Minor and Major Services
• 4wd and Diesel Engines
• Wheels and Tyres
• Small Engines, Mowers and Chainsaws, 

Whipper Snippers
• Brakes and Suspension
• Motorcycles Repairs and Servicing
• Clutches
• A/C Re-gas and Servicing
• All Mechanical Repairs

Local Pick up and Drop off Available 
For all your needs give us a call on 

0477026106
Address- 240 Foster Road Boolarra South

Bar and Bar and 
Bottle ShopBottle Shop

Will be open as follows:
 9am to late - 

Monday to Saturday, 
Sunday 10am -11pm

BOOLARRA HOTELBOOLARRA HOTEL

-Bistro open every day for lunch between 12noon and 2pm and dinner between 5pm and 8pm.
- Pizza eat in or take away, every day between 11am and 8pm.

- Bands every Saturday night, 7 pm to 11pm, entry free.
- First Friday every month band “Destiny” playing in Bistro

- Parma night every Wednesday night - Thursday kids eat free with Adult meals.

www.boolarrahotel.com.au

ContactContact
For up to date information or 

bookings phone 5159 6420

Zadnick Bequest 
supports a 
Pathology Room 
at Mirboo North 
Medical Centre 

The modern spacious medical and allied health 
facility being built on the main street of Mirboo 
North, will now have a pathology room, thanks to 
a generous bequest from Joe Zadnick of Allambee 
South.
The original plans for this facility, developed in 
conjunction with the Mirboo North Medical Cen-
tre, did not include space for pathology services 
as these had been catered for within a space at the 
aged care facility.  
“The impact of COVID made it clear that ensur-
ing a dedicated space within the medical centre 
was very important,” explained Paul Pratt, Chair 
of the Mirboo North & District Community 
Foundation (‘the Community Foundation’). “Af-
ter consideration, it was decided that the earnings 
from a bequest by Joe Zadnick to the Community 
Foundation in 2016, would be used to fund the 
additional cost.”
Joze Zadnick (or Joe as he was called) was a tree 
feller and cattle farmer who lived with his wife, 
Marte, on the Grand Ridge Road in Allambee 
South.  Originally from Slovenia, he emigrated 
to Australia after the war, without a word of Eng-
lish. This had changed by the time he met his wife, 
Marte, who had also emigrated from Europe: 

English was their one shared language, as Marte’s 
mother tongue was German.
When Joe and Marte moved to Allambee South 
from Noojee in the late 1970s, he became good 
friends with his neighbour, Ron Pennycuick, who 
had also worked in the tree felling industry. The 
two families farmed worked alongside each other 
and the young Pennycuicks were like children to 
Marte, who never had any children of her own.
“As kids we spent lots of time on their farm and 
Marte would often cook us meals, though they 
were generally in a European style 
we were not used to,” recalled Phil 
Pennycuik.  “As I grew older, I would 
help out with the farm or fixing up 
machinery.”
Joe’s frugal and self-sufficient ap-
proach to life and farming, common 
to many in our region, meant that 
he had considerable assets to dis-
tribute when he died.  In his will he 
supported a number of causes which 
were important to him.  One of those 
was a bequest of to the Mirboo North 
& District Community Foundation 
in 2016 of almost $225,000. This 
bequest was targeted broadly at the 
well-being of the place that he and 
Marte called home.
“Joe’s bequest has since earned over 
$80,000 and was well placed to dis-
tribute a large amount to cover the 
cost of adding the pathology room 
to the medical centre building,” ex-
plained Rob Kiddell, Vice-Chair.  
“Even better, in addition to funding 
the cost of this pathology space, the 
Community Foundation’s perpetual 
model means that this bequest will 
continue to grow and earnings will 
continue to be earned, which will be 

used to strengthen the well-being of our district 
well into the future.”
This is part of what Community Foundations are 
here to do. We are a safe pair of hands to ensure 
that bequests will continue to support projects 
you really care about in your community. The ac-
tions we take today, impact our tomorrow.

Education
Support Program

"The support fund has minimised the financial burden
placed on myself and family that comes alongside

University. It has allowed me to greater prioritise study
over working." – Karla from Thorpdale.

 

For local students commencing 1st year 
of tertiary education

0418 301 092

@mirboodistrictfoundation

info@mirboodistrictfoundation.org.au

Together we Make a Difference

"With the grant received from ESF, I purchased myself
a new MacBook Air as my old Lenovo was no longer

functioning. This laptop has been phenomenal and I
am so grateful." – Sam from Mirboo North. 

Enquire Now for 2022

Joe Zadnik
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Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
 

Rob Franssen & Dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

If No Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal

We are a technology company 
based in the local area and are 
looking for people that have a keen 
interest in technology, like work-
ing and sharing ideas with others, 
are great communicators and are 
looking for new challenges. 

If this is you, please send your re-
sume to us at info@charlie-mac.com 
and we'll be sure to get back to you 
soon.

^ Source: Roy Morgan Risk Monitor 2020 Terms and conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. Offer subject to change. Comparison rate displayed is calculated for a loan of $150,000 over 25
years & assumes variable rate with LVR between 60.01-80% will apply at the end of the fixed rate period. WARNING: The comparison rate is true only for the example given and may not include all fees
and charges. Different terms, fees or other loan amounts might result in a different comparison rate. Full offset facility is available for Bendigo Complete Home Loan for fixed and variable loans, criteria
apply. Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit License 237879.   (A1625973-1644584) OUT_2342493, 05/09/2021

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’re looking for somewhere to call home, choose Bendigo Bank –
one of Australia’s biggest banks and most trusted brands.^

Search Bendigo Bank Home Loans.

Community Bank • Mirboo North & District 5668 1231

On Wednesday 24 Novem-
ber, the community groups 

who had been successful in this year’s Communi-
ty Foundation grants program were announced to 
a room full of people at the Walter J Tuck Reserve.
“It was a pleasure to be able to gather as an organi-
sation for the first time since February,” said Ruth 
Rogan, Executive Officer.  “The members are the 
bedrock of the Community Foundation, so it was 
important to seize the opportunity to have our 
meeting in person.”
Walter Aich, chair of the Grants Assessment Panel 
commended the recipients on the quality of their 
grant applications.  “It’s encouraging to see that 
after a second year of disruption, many commu-
nity groups are still continuing to do the work that 
needs doing in our community, from maintaining 
important community gathering spaces, to build-
ing capacity in governance across community or-
ganisations,” said Walter.

Mirboo North Community Op Shop’s 
grant will enable them to put solar panels on their 
building.  “This will reduce the cost of electric-
ity for the many user groups who raise money 
through the operation of this beautiful space each 
week,” explained Lisa Burke. This project is also 
supported by a matching contribution of funds 
from local business, RACV Solar.
arc Yinnar’s grant will strengthen the offering 
and usability of their print room. Funded by a col-
laboration of grant makers, arc expects that this 
will increase the usage of this dedicated space.
Mirboo North CWA is going to run a series 
of morning teas in early 2022.  In accepting the 
grant, Sue Glover explained that “many of our 
Seniors have done it tough during COVID, and 
we hope that these morning teas will help re-es-
tablish the important connections that we have all 
been missing.”
Mirboo Recreation Reserve is going to re-

pair some damage and improve 
the hall at their Reserve so that 
local community user groups 
can continue to use it comfort-
ably.  “While Mirboo may have 
a small community, it still has a 
number of community groups 
that meet regularly and the hall 
provides a valuable space to 
continue that local community 
connection,” explained Thoma-
sin Bales.
U3A Mirboo North & 
District has had two success-
ful grants. The first involves the 

acquisition of some new table tennis tables, to 
augment a popular class on their weekly schedule.  
More important is the second, according to Val 
Johnson, president, which will fund governance 
training for U3A and local community organi-
sation committees and boards. “Governance was 
one of the areas that our strategic plan highlighted 
as needing our focus. We are pleased to be offer-
ing spaces at this training session not only for our 
committee but for other community groups also, 
which will allow capacity building beyond our or-
ganisation.
Finally,  Walter J Tuck Reserve will be bene-
fiting from a new commercial dishwasher in their 
function rooms. As a facility which hosts a wide 
variety of community events, from funerals to 
weddings, seminars to local events, together with 
sporting users, this will benefit a lot of users and 
ease the burden on volunteers running the events 
in the facility.
The Community Foundation wishes to congrat-
ulate all who applied for this year’s community 
grants, and we look forward to seeing the impact 
of these in 2022,” concluded Walter.
Bear in mind that if you have a project that needs 
grant assistance, the Community Foundation is 
currently assessing these at any time of the year.  
“COVID has made it more challenging to plan 
and implement projects,” added Ruth, “and the 
Community Foundation is committed to being 
responsive as and when projects beneficial to the 
community come online.  
The application form for ‘out of round’ grants is 
on www.mirboodistrictfoundation.org.au under 
community grants.

Community Foundation awards 2021 
Community Grants to seven local groups.

Representatives of the Community Grants 2021 recipients.
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The Community Bank Mirboo North and Dis-
trict in delivering the 11th Annual Report to the 
Annual General Meeting on 17 November, was 
pleased to announce another successful year de-
spite COVID-19 restrictions. The strength of the 
business, Strzelecki Ranges Community Enter-
prises Limited (SRCEL), has again been proven 
throughout the financial year by a substantial in-
crease in growth. The Community Bank team led 
by Branch Manager Faith Monnich, ably assisted 
by Business Development Manager Alan Bannis-
ter, have been a tremendous asset in seeing the 
business move forward.
“This result has enabled the Board to continue 
supporting our communities through grants, 
scholarships and donations. This year the Com-
munity Contributions were $110,290, totalling 
$1.2M for the past eleven years”, explained Board 
Chair Warren Warner, “and I am pleased to an-
nounce that for the fourth year in a row, we are 
again in a position to reward our shareholders 
with a fully franked five cent dividend (payable in 
December 2021).”
The Board said a fond farewell to Thomasin Bales 
who has delivered over seven years of first class 
service as a Director and in her role as Chair of 
the Governance Committee. Thomasin’s partici-
pation in Board matters has been critical in shap-

ing the success of the business.
Recently Faith resigned to move on to excit-
ing new endeavours in Northern Victoria 
with her family. The Board will miss Faith’s 
extensive knowledge of the banking busi-
ness and her excellent managerial skills. In 
the Manager’s Report Faith described the 
success of the branch: “In a year like no 
other.” Through numerous lockdowns and 

the uncertainty of COVID – 19 restrictions, some 
remarkable results were achieved. We were able 
to increase our footings (final balance) to $125.6 
million on our opening balance, an increase of 
$16.5 million, achieving a profit of $59,913! Re-
cord low interest rates, demand for regional prop-
erties and a very strong local market have been 
major contributing factors behind this growth, 
which we aim to maintain in the coming financial 
year.
The AGM featured a video presentation of the 
community and sporting groups who were 
awarded funding through the November 2021 
round of the Community Investment Program 
(CIP). Vice Chair Jan Head who heads up the CIP 
Panel, made the funding awards and remarked on 
the variety of excellent projects put forward and 
the enthusiasm of those involved. Underscoring 
how the community benefits through the CIP 
program was the funding approved for an exter-
nal defibrillator for the Yinnar shopping precinct. 
This came about by a mum whose son underwent 
a serious heart emergency which highlighted 
the need for a defibrillator to be available for the 
community 24/7. 
This year again, the AGM took place on an online 
platform due to the unpredictability and difficul-
ties surrounding current restrictions. We thank 
Anne Marie the Executive Officer and Viv Wil-
liams, Board Assistant and Administration Of-
ficer, for once again organising a successful AGM. 
Warren gave heartfelt thanks to the branch staff, 
for their unfailing dedication and determination 

in making this difficult year such a success, his fel-
low Directors for their commitment to the Com-
munity Bank and its philosophy of giving back to 
the community, and last but not least the share-
holders and customers for their valued support.
The Board is looking forward to a face-to-face 
AGM next year!

Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, 
Contact Dave for Free QuotesContact Dave for Free Quotes

Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.auPhone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au
Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local NewspaperProsper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley gravelprosper valley gravel

Community Bank 
Reports Strong 
Growth in 2021

Christmas
trading hours
Friday 24 December – 9.30am to 4.00pm

Closed Saturday 25 December and
reopening 9.30am on Tuesday 4
January 2022.

bendigobank.com.au

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 A1373507, OUT_6773205, 25/11/2021

Boolarra Book Club
“Reading has kept us sane through COVID”. It 
has been a rather difficult year with us only be-
ing able to meet two to three times but we will 
be together for a Christmas lunch (how won-
derful).
However, we have all read many books and 
shared ideas and thoughts over the phone. We 
have had a book drop off and pick up place and 
friendships have remained strong. Next year 
will be better and we aim to meet on the first 
Monday of each month at 2pm at Robern’s. We 
aim for discussion, sharing a film and a great 
afternoon tea. Join us!
For contact ring Robern on 51696494.

 Robern Lubawski.
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Friends of the 
Budgeree School
On 24 September Latrobe City Council officers 
erected a cyclone fence around our little old school 
building. At 4.30pm that afternoon, the Hall com-
mittee was notified by phone about the fence but 
no details were available as to why the fence was 
suddenly erected or what was to happen next. The 
community was very concerned that the fence sig-
naled demolition. A vigil of watchers kept an eye 
out for machinery heading to the school over the 
following days. On the Monday we were able to 
get in contact with management at Latrobe City 
Council. A condition report had apparently taken 
place on 22 September which found the building 
to be in dangerous condition. Nothing new was 
in the report that hadn’t been highlighted in the 
condition report done in 2017. In 2017 a number 
of issues were highlighted that needed immediate 
attention; no maintenance or action was taken by 
Latrobe City Council.  
Once again Latrobe City Council had failed to 
consult with the community and to keep the com-
munity informed. The Budgeree community owns 
one third of the school building and grounds. As 
part-owners we should be included in the deci-
sion-making process.  
In 2016 a heritage application was submitted to 
Heritage Victoria for the school. Our application 
was making slow progress. In June 2021 Russell 
Northe MP raised the plight of the school with the 
Victorian Planning Minister Richard Wynne. A 
site visit was then organized by Heritage Victoria. 

The day they had planned to attend 
was the first day of lockdown six.  With 
the erection of the fence and Russell 
Northe speaking in Parliament about 
the school, a site visit to the Budgeree 
School Building became a priority. 
Two members of Heritage Victoria 
met with Latrobe City Council offic-
ers and members of the community in 
November. During the visit the Her-
itage Victoria representatives stated 
they completely understood how sig-
nificant the building was to the local 
community, and to Gippsland, how-
ever it must be significant to the whole 
of Victoria. They will hand down their 
recommendation to the Minister of 
Planning in February 2022. Latrobe 
City has indicated to us that the future 
of the building is going to be heavily influenced 
by the recommendation of Heritage Victoria. We 
took this to mean that it will be demolished if it is 
not found to be historically significant to Victoria, 
regardless of the local significance.  
We know we are the only location in Victoria that 
still has the original School, Hall and teacher’s res-
idence standing. We also believe we are the only 
portable timber school building of pre-1873 that 
has not been changed, renovated or extended.  
The original School was opened in 1885. In 1908 
the first building was condemned, and the current 
building was brought on site from Yinnar. It was 
considered too old and not suitable for Yinnar’s 
growing population. The School was over 30 years 
old when moved. The School operated until 1992. 
It was closed as only six children attended. In 1993 
the Budgeree community, together with the Shire 

of Morwell, purchased the property from the De-
partment of Education.  On 26 May 1993 Chief 
Executive Officer R H Waters, Shire of Morwell, 
stated; “Council had agreed to fund the acquisi-
tion of the School site due to its significant value 
to the Budgeree Community and the transfer of 
the land to Council will ensure that the site con-
tinues to be available for community purposes in 
the future”. Nothing has changed. Our School is 
still of significant value to our community and we 
want it preserved for future generations.

Leanne Potter.

We are very excited to announce our new cov-
ered deck is nearly completed. On the east side of 
the building it overlooks the iconic old Budgeree 
School and across the rolling hills. It has certainly 
opened up the usable Hall space and we can’t wait 
to sit out on warm summers evenings enjoying 
Budgeree at its finest. Big thanks to Michael who 
has done the build and the LVA for the grant. 
The Budgeree Christmas Tree will not go ahead 
this year.  With the constantly changing COVID 
restrictions, the Budgeree Hall committee decided 
that there was insufficient time to plan a safe and 

inclusive event. We will however hold a 
special Christmas Budger-tea on Thurs-
day 23 December  10.30am-12.30pm. 
Everyone is welcome and come along in 
your most Christmas-inspired outfit.  
Thank you everyone that has supported 
Budger-Tea this year. We have tried to be 
there every Thursday morning, dodging 
restrictions, storms and power outages. It 
has been so wonderful to have so many 
regulars as well as those who come when 
they can. Budger-Tea has been kindly 
funded this year by Australia Post grants. 
The good news is that it has been so suc-
cessful that the Hall committee has de-
cided to continue hosting Budger-Tea 
throughout 2022. It will still be on Thursday morn-
ings 10.30am-12.30pm. Everyone is welcome. We 
will start back after Christmas on 20 January 2022. 
Come to laugh. Come to eat. Come together. 
The Budgeree Hall Reserve Committee wishes 

everyone a very Merry Christmas and a happy and 
safe New Year. May 2022 be the year of big events.

Leanne Potter. 

New decking almost complete.

Jean Beamish. president of the Budgeree Hall committee outside the fence.
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The Yinnar Community Garden Inc received 
$2000 from the OSMI Community Benefits Pro-
gram to develop a Bush Garden and supportive 
educational materials. The assessment criteria 
used in 2020 included consideration of how a 
project contributed to - Building sustainable com-
munities, enhancing community safety, health 
and wellbeing, supporting community education 
and enhancing the natural environment. To be 
clear, this was part of a larger sum that was shared 
across a number of different community groups.
The Bush Garden is on the western side of the 
YCG and is on Native Title Land. It is now well 
underway with a beautiful new curved bed and 
indigenous plants, and further plantings along the 
trench that is home to frogs. We plan to include 
some stones, a meeting space and possibly sig-
nage. Honouring the indigenous association with 
this land has been part of the vision of the YCG 
since its inception in 2011 and Aunty Doris Paton, 
our GlaWAC consultant for this project, sees it as 

becoming a ‘reflective 
space’. Due to COV-
ID considerations we 
have been granted an-
other year to complete 
the project and there is 
an Indigenous Youth 
Art project in the plan-
ning.
Many thanks to the 
AGL Australia team who volunteered at the YCG 
on Wednesday 24 November. They worked hard 
extending the Bush Garden Beds by digging, 
weeding out the couch grass and mulching ready 
for further plantings.

Catheryn Thompson, 
President, 
Yinnar Community Garden.

7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra Vic 3870 
Ph: 03 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523 

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE

Open: Monday to Friday, 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturdays, 9.00am to 11.00am 

except long weekends we will be closed.
Supplying all Australia Post Products - 

including Express, International
and Registered mail, Stamps, Packaging etc. Photocopying & Fax Service. 

Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals 
are also available. We also have some Gift Cards. 

Banking services are available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can 
help you do a Western Union Money Transfer. 

Travel Money/Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa Cards available 
here as well as the Travel Visa cards. 

We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.
We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, 

 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you 
are entitled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery. 

You may set up an email notification with us when mail is awaiting collection (Mail2Day).

Mary & Shannon & Team
NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS

FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

Bush Garden developing. 
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The Community Bank Mirboo North & District 
celebrated with recipients of the Community In-
vestment Program (CIP) at the Baromi Centre on 
5 November, highlighting the Strzelecki Ranges 
Community Enterprises Limited’s mission to 
return around 80% of the branch’s profits to the 
community.  This is made possible with the sup-
port of customers and shareholders. The more the 
branch grows, the more funding there is for local 
communities.
“The Community Bank is proud that through its 
customers we are able to give back to our commu-
nities. We do this by way of dividends, sponsor-
ships, scholarships and grants. The volunteer CIP 
Panel were delighted to approve $28,728  for ex-
cellent projects put forward by a number of  com-
munity groups in the districts of Boolarra, Yin-
nar and Mirboo North”, said Jan Head CIP Panel 
Chair.
The Yinnar & District Community Association in 
caring for their community and the general pub-
lic will receive $2,995 for an automated external 
defibrillator to be located within the shopping 
precinct and be readily accessible 24/7.
U3A Mirboo North & District will receive $463.00 
to improve their table games program by purchas-
ing five sturdy, foldable card tables constructed by 
members of the Community Shed.
Hazelwood Cemetery Trust is re-painting the his-
toric sexton’s hut built in the 1930’s. The trust has 
been awarded $300 towards this project.
Hallston Hall has undergone a number of refur-
bishments since it was built in 1931. The Commu-
nity Bank will provide further funding of $2,300 
in a Challenge Grant towards replacing louvre 
windows in the Hall and toilets once the project 
advances. 
Friends of Mirboo North Swimming Pool, in an 
effort to complete this exciting, community pro-
ject, will be funded $4,950 for a large community 
notice board specifically designed to be erected in 
a prominent position on an external wall of the 
pool re-development. The purpose of the notice 
board is to advertise events and activities at the 
pool with activity-based statements relevant to 
summer and fun at the pool and it will provide a 
space to recognise sponsors. As a major sponsor 
of the re-development, the Community Bank is 
delighted to have been involved in the design of 
the notice board and other signage, highlighting 

the Bank’s involvement.
Mirboo North United Football Club and key 
stakeholders are undertaking a drainage and ir-
rigation project of the bottom oval at the Recrea-
tion Reserve. The project involves 1.5km of new 
drainage pipe and 1km of irrigation pipes with 
46 sprinklers that can be controlled remotely. The 
Community Bank is pleased to supply $2,950 to-
wards this important project. Not only is the oval 
an important sporting resource but also a landing 
pad for emergency helicopters so it is critical that 
it be in good condition.
Mirboo North Recreation Reserve, in a recent 
storm event found that in addition to significant 
damage across the grounds, the reverse cycle air 
conditioner in the hall’s kitchen was no longer 
working. In light of this they have been funded 
for $2,000 towards this project.
Mirboo North ArtSpace would like to do a 
‘Funky Façade Makeover’. This will include fresh-
ening up the façade of the premises by cleaning 
the brickwork, painting the door and window 
frames, upgrading signage and replacing the let-
tering above the front window. This project will 
be funded for $747.
Mardan Mirboo North Landcare Group continue 
to work on their Strzelecki Koala Habitat Cor-
ridor by purchasing koala friendly indigenous 
trees for planting on properties to create corri-
dors for koalas to traverse. The landowners will 
be required to erect fencing to exclude domes-
tic livestock, eliminate weeds and control pest 
animals. Trees are purchased from a local native 
plant nursery and ‘tree bees’ are organised for 
volunteers to plant the trees. The Community 

Bank is pleased to support this important envi-
ronmental project for $4,000.
BooFIIT, under the auspices of Mirboo North 
Country Development Inc, are seeking financial 
support in the form of purchasing class passes in 
an effort to give a cash injection to the BooFIIT 
Program. As the Program has provided substan-
tial health and well-being benefits for the commu-
nity and has been substantially hit by the COVID 
restrictions, it has been awarded $3,000.
Boolarra Folk Festival, like many events was seri-
ously impacted by COVID restrictions however, 
they are looking forward to presenting a series of 
smaller events in 2022. The Community Bank is 
pleased to support this popular community event 
through sponsorship of $1,000 towards running 
costs.
Boolarra & District Community Development 
Group have been awarded $5,000 for the develop-
ment of rose gardens at the entrance to Centenary 
Park, featuring enhanced signage commemorat-
ing the centenary of Boolarra in 1984. The group 
will also seek to identify and label the significant 
trees within the township. 
The next CIP round will commence in March 
2022 so keep an eye out for announcements on 
Facebook and in the newspapers.

Community 
Investment 

Program Awards 12 
Community Groups

Community Investment Program approved $28,728 -  for excellent projects put forward by a number of  community groups 
in the districts of Boolarra, Yinnar and Mirboo North.
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Here we are at the season of joy and giving after 
a fairly up and down year (or two). Our group 
has been able to meet when circumstances al-
lowed and share our love of craft, good food 
and conversation. Many of us have survived the 
lock-downs by keeping our fingers busy and uti-
lising our yarn stash. We are looking forward to 
a shared Christmas lunch on 9 December which 
will be accompanied by the usual small talk and 
shared fun. 
Sue C. has moved on to bigger things, from cro-
cheting dishcloths. She is half way through a 
crochet rug, still featuring the colours of recent 
travel to the Kimberley coast and Ningaloo Reef.
Brenda completed a fabulous cover for snug 
nights in the caravan.She is experimenting with 
new patterns and also working on a Xmas themed 
star blanket for her lucky daughter in law. 
Lois is prudently developing a beautifully soft 
blanket for a granddaughter using blending 

shades of lefto-
ver yarn from 
p r e v i o u s l y 
completed pro-
jects.
Anne L. is 
working on a 
much-needed 
tea cosy in bold 
burgundy and 
blue.
Rosslyn has 
used up stacks 
of her wool 
stash to pro-

duce a multitude of colourful 
toys, including Alpacas for 
sale and to donate to Angli-
care.
Kate is very pleased to com-
plete a cream, crocheted 
throw rug for Bill from Val’s 
stash, and has joined Rosslyn 
on Alpaca production.
Kerryn is working on a very 
thrifty and colourful blanket 
made with stacks of leftover 
sock wool.
Denise has put aside socks 
and rugs and is renewing her 
skills on a hooded baby jack-
et.
Lori continues with lots of 
socks and finished a golden 
coloured Jumper in a very 
stylish pattern.
Robyn is working on her 
107th pair of socks and is 
trying a new sparkly pattern 
with the guidance of ‘Knitting 
School’.
Marietta continues with mul-
ti-coloured socks and is near 
to completing her cosy cardigan.
Marg has at last started a two tone scarf 
in luxury yarn which is a long-stashed project.
Sue J. has recently moved to Boolarra and is wel-
come company at our group. She is skilled in 
Aran knitting so may be promoted to adviser at 
our ‘Knitting School’ before long. Welcome Sue!

We will break for a few 
weeks in December and 
early January but meetings 
will continue in the Multi 
Purpose Building each 
Thursday from 11.30am. 
Interested new members 
are very welcome. BYO 
lunch, coffee and tea pro-
vided.

Kate Cartwright.

WOOL GROUP YARNING

Boolarra 

Verandah Jammers
This group have been meeting on the back 
verandah of the pub for quite a while. We play 
our ukuleles, have a sing, enjoy a laugh, on 
Sundays at 1pm -3pm.
If you have an interest in music (or just want 
to sing), please contact me, Libby Robertson, 
0408 594 798.
Winter may create a problem re: weather, 
venue or not being around (or COVID!).
So, contact me and we can take it from there.

Libby Robertson.

Brenda’s striped blanket.

Kerryn’s multi square blanket.

Lori’s yellow sweater.

Kate’s cream blanket.

Rosslyns Alpaca.
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One of the most rewarding tasks of a local His-
torical Society is to welcome past residents who 
have come back to revisit their childhood home, 
or school, or to catch up with friends and family. 
Earlier this year Marj Eshuys (nee Mills b.1946) 
dropped in with her husband Ed to the Museum. 
She had come from her home in Mount Macedon 
to pay her respects at her brother Graeme’s grave 
(he had died in a car accident between Boolarra 
and Morwell in 1959) and to recall her school days 
at the old Boolarra School. We showed them what 
information we could and were delighted that she 
with her brother Stan returned to talk to us at our 
Society’s post lockdown meeting mid-year.
The Mills family settled in Boolarra South in 1937. 
Newly-weds Alf and Kath Mills bought farmland 
from Jacjungs on the Foster Road towards Bool-
arra South where the Fox family is now. Their 
parents, Eva and Arthur Mills settled here in the 
town as well in a pretty cottage. Kath and Alf ’s 
first child, Stan was born in 1938 and Graeme in 
1940. Marj was born in 1946. The children went to 

school in Boolarra South School on the bus 
at first. When Alf sold the farm in the late 
1940s he took a job with the Country Roads 
Board and bought a house in Boolarra on 
Penaluna Street. Stan aged just 14 got a job 

at Purvis’ in town. Graeme and 
Marj then went to the Boolarra 
School. She remembers it as a 
very happy time. She walked 
to school, had lunch at her 
grandparents’ house in Church 
Street, then walked back down 
the paddocks to her home after 
school. Her class had only three girls. 
Patty Caldwell and Jean Mayer were 
her class mates. But there were quite 
a few boys. In Grade 2 she had Mrs 
Betty Fox (nee Moller) and Ursula 
Aylmer as teachers. Betty, present at 
the talk, vouched she was a very stu-
dious pupil. Marj said she could not 
do much else!

She remembers well the triangular paddock op-
posite their Penaluna Street house which was her 
favourite place to play after school. At that time 
it was covered in ti-tree brush and held an aura 
of mystery for her. Her dad took her fishing often 
for blackfish, trout and especially crayfish in the 
Morwell and Little  Morwell Rivers. All were eaten 
but there was a hierarchy in play for the crayfish - 
parents ate the body, the boys ate the pincers and 
she had the legs.
Then when her brother Graeme died her parents 
decided to move to Morwell. Stan was working at 
Purvis Stores in the Valley and wouldn’t have to 
travel so far, and Marj was starting High School. 
There she met her future husband, Ed Eshuys, son 
of Dutch migrants who became a geologist. Marj 
herself became a youth social worker. They mar-
ried when they were 20 and 22 and moved inter-
state regularly because of Ed’s job: to Tasmania, 
then Sydney, Perth, Melbourne then back to Perth 
and now they are retired in Mt Macedon. They 
have five children and twelve grandchildren.
Marj had us in fits of laughter at her memories 
of farm and school life in the 40’s and 50’s. She 
remembers her shotgun-toting mother shooting 
a red-bellied black snake through the louvres of 

their farm house. They could nev-
er find the head. Kath Mills was a 
country lass from Koondrook on the 
Murray River near Kerang. She was 
a CWA stalwart and snakes were no 
match for her.
She remembers the free milk coagu-
lating in the sun at schools. To this 
day she cannot drink milk.
One of the chores she had apart from 
collecting kindling was to wash and 
dry the football jumpers. Stan was 
a keen player with Boolarra. She 
helped her mother after each match. 

It was a dreadful job, particularly after winter 
games. She described the mangle she had to turn 
with difficulty and the smell of sweaty mud. Even 
a new washing machine the family acquired could 
not cope with the task.
Then there were the sports days with everyone 
coming from the hill farms into town. She re-
members being allowed to stay up late at the fam-
ily dances in the now vanished Mechanics Hall. 
She and Stan recalled the four gallon kerosene tins 
used for brewing the ersatz coffee at supper time.
Marj and her family returned to Boolarra in 1984 
for the centenary of the town. It was a happy day 
except that their Penaluna Street house had been 
burnt down just a few weeks before the grand 
event and the swampy triangle she so loved to 
wander through had been drained and shorn of 
its ti-tree hideaways. We hope she will come back 
with more memories.

Boolarra and District Historical Society meets 
at 2pm at the Boolarra Historical Museum on 
the third Tuesday of each month. New members 
are welcome, and information about our activi-
ties can be obtained from president Edgar Owen 
5169 1566, secretary Linda Minter 0447 996 
702 and treasurer Tony Minter 0427 101 253. 
The Museum opens on the first Sunday of each 
month from 2pm to 4pm or by appointment with 
the above members.

Marj and Ed Eshuys.

Mills’ family day in Boolarra.

Mills’ house in Penaluna Street.

Boolarra Historical Boolarra Historical 
SocietySociety
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The Mirboo North and District Community Bank 
Investment Program has granted the Boolarra 
and District Historical Society $3817 to replace 
the two old Museum front doors with new ones. 
The old doors were not secure or waterproof, and 
there was concern over the storage of documents 
and community historical artefacts. The two new 
solid wood doors are secure and weatherproof 
and have been painted to match the windowsills. 
The exterior of the building has been enhanced 
and improved, the door fittings have been re-
stored if possible or, if not, new replicas have been 

fitted. The Boolarra and Dis-
trict Historical Society would 
like to thank the Mirboo North 

and District Community Bank for contributing to 
the cost of maintaining the Boolarra Museum so 
that we can continue to operate and maintain this 
important community facility. 
The Boolarra and District Historical Society have 
also received funding from Latrobe City Seven 
Small Towns Minor Capital Works Grant for 
$6380 auspiced with the Boolarra and District 
Development Group towards the cost of a dis-
ability ramp access for the Museum. We hope 
this project will start in early 2022 and this will be 

another important asset for the Museum and the 
community.

Linda Minter,
Secretary,
Boolarra and District Historical Society.

Community Bank Community Bank 
Funding Funding 
for Boolarra Museum. for Boolarra Museum. 
After receiving a grant from the Community Bank 
Mirboo North and District for new doors at the 
Boolarra Museum, the first steps were to contact 
Vincent Painting and ask them to measure the 
doors and agree to the fittings to be replaced by 
replicas if they could not be preserved. A sill was 
to be added to the bottom of the door to prevent 
water entering the building, which was a problem 
with the previous doors. The doors took about 
a month to be completed and then the exciting 
part: installation. Weather delayed a few attempts 
at fitting the doors, also lockdowns and the firm 
catching up on back orders, but eventually after 
dodging showers and the order of a new part for 

the lock, they were installed. With fine weather 
the final painting job was finished in a day, look-
ing very new and a vast improvement on the old 
rickety doors.
We were very grateful to receive a grant of $3,817 
from the Community Bank Community Invest-
ment Program. The old doors were not weather-
proof or secure and we were worried that some 
of the historical exhibits in the museum would 
be damaged or stolen. We are now confident that 
our exhibits and documents are now in a safe and 
secure environment and not in danger of water 
flooding into the building through the old leaky 
doors! The new doors are very solid and are exact 
replicas of the previous doors. The paint is an ex-
act colour match with the windows, and the mu-
seum façade is looking very elegant and enhances 
the main street of Boolarra. Definitely an asset for 
the town and an attraction for visitors. 

Although our Open Days on the first Sunday of the 
month have been hampered by lockdowns, when 
we have opened there have been visitors checking 
out family history and exhibits. Our meetings on 
the third Tuesday of the month at 2pm when al-
lowed, have been popular and we have had some 
interesting speakers. A social occasion which has 
definitely been needed this year to keep people in 
touch with one another and to have some light-
hearted entertainment.
The doors were finished in the first week of Sep-
tember and we are expecting more visitors to our 
next Open Day as restrictions are lifted and are 
planning a new display for visitors.
Boolarra Historical Society.

Boolarra Historical SocietyBoolarra Historical Society

Old and new doors.

The two new solid wood 
doors are secure and 

weatherproof and have 
been painted to match the 

windowsills.
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The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to thank their 
valued sponsors for Season 2021 and welcome all new sponsors 

that have jumped on board since last season. We ask that you 
get behind and support these businesses as they support our 
community Club.
MC Civil and Landscaping, Prorent, Tony Antonelli Accounting, Australian 
Solid Fuel Testing, Strzelecki Engineering, Boolarra Community Hotel, 
Mirboo North & District Community Bank, Devtree Pty Ltd, Narellan 
Pools, Valley Tyre Service, Gibson Groundspread, Latrobe City, Yinnar 
Community Hotel, Boolarra Post Office, Boolarra Store, Jims Building 
Inspections, Tradeweld, Valley Trophy Centre, Strzelecki Plumbing, J Smith 
Motors, Monacellars Wine & Spirits, Prosper Valley Excavations, Cervis 
Equipment, Riviera Display Kitchens, Mirboo North Golf Club, Kennedy 
Haulage/ Driffield Quarries, Prosper Valley Gravel, Out of Dough, Willaton 
Transport, BJ Bennett & Co Real Estate, Benson Timber & Hardware, 
Latrobe Valley Funeral Services, Gatts Panel Works, Norm Oliver Butchers, 
Bellebanne, ETU, Gippsland Printers, Café 3869, Mirboo North Hardware, 
GM Conveyancing, Young Signs, Websters Butchers, Samantha Brick Health 
& Massage, Russell Northe, McDonalds, Alfresh 2 Go, Bob Jane T Mart 
Traralgon, Evans Petroleum, Icon Sports, Pizza HQ, TK Excavations, Morwell 

Bowling Club. BMW Electrical, Stockdale and Leggo Leongatha.

Boolarra Football netball 
Club 

FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

With the festive season fast ap-
proaching we would like to wish 
everyone a Merry Xmas and Hap-
py New Year.
Football pre-season has begun for 
the 2022 season with good num-
bers on the track including a num-
ber of new recruits. The football 
department have been working 
overtime with recruiting and it has 
paid dividends with the signing of 
seven new players so far at time of 
print. We would like to welcome 
Ricky Cochrane, Nick Miller, Luke 
Miller, Ben White, Josh Segond, 
Kyle Hearn and Max Simmonds 
to the Club and wish them well for 
next season and beyond. With more new arriv-
als on the horizon adding to the current group of 
guys it’s sure to add a lot of competition for spots 
on a Saturday.
The Club is also excited to announce Glen Rich-
ards as the Reserves coach for 2022. Glen is near-
ing veteran status at the Club and is sure to pro-
vide great experience, leadership and enthusiasm 
to the group. With a plethora of football smarts 
we’re sure he can get the most out of the boys.
The Club would like to acknowledge all the hard 
work done by Under 11s coach Eddy Stanton and 
crew during the 2021 Central Gippsland FL sea-
son. They did a mountain of work to get the team 
fired up for the season, unfortunately COVID 
ended the season prematurely but we hope to fill 
both Under 11s and Under 13s next year and en-
courage players and parents to come forward and 
register their interest in playing and helping out.

Vote Count was recently held and with a great 
turn out and night had by all we would like to 

congratulate the following winners:
Football
Seniors - Brendan Mason
Reserves – Michael Cleaver and Joshua Wilson 
(tied)
Netball
A Grade – Maddy Dark
B Grade – Kaylah Thorburn
C Grade – Kiana Wilson
D Grade – Brooke Lagerway
Currently we have some empty roles/jobs at the 
Club that need filling 
ASAP. Amongst those we 
are looking for a Canteen 
Manager and  Trainers/
Physio. If you are will-
ing to put your hand up 
and fill one of these roles, 
please contact the Club. 
We are always looking 
for more volunteers and 

helpers at the Club, we are a small community 
Club and rely on locals to fill roles. Please do not 
hesitate to come forward if you think you can fill 
a role at the Club, no matter how small. The Club 
is very eager to get more people into roles at the 
Club to ease the burden on long serving volun-
teers that have taken on too much. Now more 
than ever we need people stepping up to lend a 
hand and do your bit for your Club.
You can keep up to date with all Club news via 
our Facebook page Boolarra 
Football Netball Club.

Simon Buglisi.

Big man and key backman Kyle Hearn. 

2021 North Gippsland FNL senior best and fairest winner 
and new Recruit Ricky Cochrane.

High flying Reserves coach Glen Rich-
ards taking a hanger over Thorpdale 

ruckman.
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Organisation  Contact Name  Phone
Anglican and Uniting Churches Lubawski   5169 6494
Boolarra Book Club and  Robern Lubawski
 Blazers Walking Group  John Lubawski   5169 6494
Boolarra Bowling Club   Travis Baker   0416 087 305 
Boolarra Cemetery Trust Lyrinda Carter   0408337764
Boolarra and District Horse  Nicky Stewart    0412 448 789 
 and Trail Riding Club
Boolarra CFA   Di Billingsley   0408 173 637
Boolarra Community
 Development Group Colin Brick   5163 1212
Boolarra Netball /         
Football Club   Simon Buglisi    0411 142 375
 Social Rooms       5169 6507
 Change Rooms      5169 6507
Boolarra Historical Society  Linda Minter   0447 996 702
Boolarra Multi Purpose
 Building  David Warren   0429 941 905
Boolarra Play Group  Teresa Wareham  0408 542 691
Boolarra Pre-school  Emma Read   0423 369 948
Boolarra Primary School Susan Duncan   5169 6471
Boolarra Quilting Group Linda Minter   5169 6702
Boolarra Friends of the 
 Red Cross  Glenys Morgan   5169 6721
Boolarra South Landcare Denise Schiller   5169 6425
Boolarra Tennis Club        
Boolarra Verandah Jammers Sue Clutterbuck   0437348366
Boolarra Wool and Spinning
 Group   Lois Thornton   0400 722 716 
Boolarra and Yinnar Community
 Recovery Committee Colin Brick   5163 1212 
Boolarra Youth Theatre Group Tania Brown     5169 6466
Budgeree Hall   Leanne Potter   0429 111 192
Catholic Church  Fr James Fernandez  5134 2849
    or Denise Schiller   5169 6425

Organisation  Contact Name  Phone 
Churchill Neighbourhood 
Centre    Abigail    5122 2955
Cooperating Church  Brenda Burney    5122 1480
Cricket Club   Ben Duffy    0474 793 733
Exercise Class   Kathleen Millett   5122 2591
    or Kate    5169 6592
Folk Festival   Rick Teychenne   0408 696 243 
Friends of the Upper  Denise Schiller   5169 6425
 Morwell River
Garden Club   Jill Simmonds   5169 6516
Grand Ridge Rail Trail  John Collins   0428 124 554 
Justice of the Peace  Matt Gleeson    0427 696 461
    Gwenda Pither   0427 963 385 
Latrobe CC Fire Recovery Heather Farley   5128 5648
LaTrobe TaeKwon-Do  Dave Proctor   0402 270 347ss
Municipal Emergency
Response Officer   Lance King   5128 5426
Local Emergency Action Plan John Harris   0431 972 672
Memorial Hall   Roz Carstairs    0429 383 686
Memorial Park   Colin Brick   5163 1212
Men’s Shed   Michael Watt   5169 6286 
Open Garden Day  Jill Simmonds   5169 6516
Pilates    Kathleen Millett    5122 2591
Police    Matt Ryan   5169 6222
        0458 839 886
Pony Club    Secretary boolarraponyclub@gmail.com
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group Linda Minter    0447 996 702 
Russell Northe   Russell Northe   5133 9088
Scouts    Daiel Cook   0423 495 977
Soroptomist International Samantha Brick   0427 824 722
Stroke Support Group  Paul Howells   5623 5598
Wildlife Assistance  Jean Quick   5169 6606
Yinnar & District Judo Club Sharon Taylor    0418 681 245
    Peter Brimblecombe   0409 402 459
Yinnar Community Garden Catheryn Thompson  0435 048 153
Yoga    Kristy Mills    0475 376 015

The Boolarra Link Community Directory

Church Services 
in Boolarra and Yinnar

Catholic Church
Tarwin Street, Boolarra

Mass at 10.30am on 2nd and 4th Sunday in
 Boolarra and 10.30am on 1st and 3rd Sunday in Yin-

nar.
Liturgy at 10.30am on 2nd Tuesday of the month

Anglican and Uniting Churches
 in co-operation

Tarwin Street, Boolarra
1st Sunday 11.00am and 2nd Sunday 10.00am

 in Boolarra
3rd Sunday 11.00am and 4th Sunday 10.00am 

in Yinnar

PLEASE NOTE: If there are changes to any 
Link Community Directory 

information, please notify the Boolarra Link Editor:
 Sylvia Sauppe on 5169 6321 

or editor@boolarralink.org.au

What’s on. . . . .
For contact information please refare to the Directory above.

Monday
Exercise Class - 9.30am, all ages, Boolarra Memorial Hall. 
Book Club - 8.00pm,1st Monday of the month. 
Men’s Shed - Between 10.00am and 4.00pm.
CFA - Every 2nd Monday from 7.00pm - skills training at the station - prospective new members welcome
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group - 2nd and 4th Monday from11.00am - Multi Purpose Building.
Red Cross - Monthly 1st Monday at 1.00pm, The Boolarra Store
Tuesday
Yoga - 6.00pm-7.30pm Gentle Class. OR 7.15pm-9.15pm Advanced Class. Primary School/Multi Purpose Room. 
Pilates - 9.30am, Multi Purpose Building.
Wednesday
Men’s Shed - Between 10.00am and 4.00PM.
Yinnar & District Judo Club - during school terms from 6.15pm - 7.30pm, Yinnar Recreation Reserve. 
Thursday
Playgroup - 9.30am-11.30am, Multi Purpose Build. 
Wool Group - 11.30 am-3.30pm, Multi Purpose Building. 
Blazers Walking Group - Meet 9.00am, Boolarra Recreation Reserve. 
Boolarra Memorial Hall - Bi-Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
Boolarra Community Development Group - Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.00pm, Multi Purpose Building.
Chair Yoga - Thursday 9 to 10 am Contact Kristy
Friday 
Exercise Class - All ages 10.00am, Yinnar Memorial Hall. 
Sunday
Historical Society - 2.00pm-4.00 pm, 1st Sunday of the month, Boolarra Historical Museum
Pony Club Rally - 2nd Sunday of the month, Recreation Reserve
CFA - 9.00am - 10.00am - Radio testing / equipment maintenance
Boolarra Verandah Jammers - 1.00pm-3.00pm, playing Ukulele every Sunday. Boolarra Community Hotel.

Groups and Organisations Meeting Times. . . . . 


