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Proud Boolarra CFA members pictured after being presented with the National Emergency Medal. 
Seated (L to R) – Pat Thatcher, Di Billingsley, Todd Birkbeck, Dave O’Brien, Simon Pickett

Standing (L to R) Euan Ferguson (CFA Chief Officer), Mark Potter (Regional Director CFA Gippsland), Bruce 
Billingsley, Ross Kemsley, Steven Plath, Vic Scholes. Michael Freshwater (CFA Board Member), Roger Pither, 

Russell Northe (State Member for Morwell), Keith Rand, Michelle Birkbeck, Miriam Pickett. 

Boolarra Locals Receiving 
Awards

Many Boolarra locals awarded for their leadership and service: 
in the last few months locals took home significant honors and awards of 3 different types, 
all of which they earned through their dedication to the community.

Queen Scout 
Award

Max Sauppe middle with his parents Sylvia Sauppe, 
left and Gary Sauppe, right, in front of Government 

House Victoria after the award ceremony.

LOCAL CFA MEMBERS 
DECORATED WITH NATIONAL 

EMERGENCY MEDAL

Barry McKenzie Award 
Russell and Jackie McGlade were proud re-

cipients of the Barry McKenzie Award for service 
to Football and Netball as very hard working vol-

unteers for the Boolarra Football Netball Club 
and the Mid Gippsland Football League.

See page 22 for more 
information

See pages3 and 19 for more information. See page 4 for more information.

These stunning Christmas lights at Young Street Boolarra thanks to Neville and Tammy Richards
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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 
Committee unless acknowledged as 

such. 

No endorsement of products or services 
is implied by the listing of advertisers or 

sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the committee 

takes no responsibility for errors.

THE BOOLARRA LINK 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The committee members are:
Luke Potter - Public Officer - Ph 0418 530 682
Helen Seales - Treasurer
Luke Potter - Advertising Officer
Sylvia Sauppe -Editor - Ph: 5169 6321
Alan Hall - Sub-editor
Tammy Richards - Photographer Ph: 5169 6328

Feedback, articles, photos & correspondence 
can be provided via email to  

BoolarraLink@hotmail.com  or by letter 
addressed to The Boolarra Link and dropped 

off with Gwenda or Roger at the 
Boolarra Post Office. 

‘The Boolarra Link’

Website: thelink.boolarra.vic.au

BOOLARRA LINK AdvERTISINg

Advertisements are in blocks of 8 cm WIDE 
x 10 cm HIGH

Blocks can be arranged side by side 
or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks -  $28.00

Additional blocks $28.00
BLACK & WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance.

2014 Boolarra Community Celebration

To celebrate our National Day and the wonderful spirit in our lovely town, the Development Group has 
developed a tradition of having an Australia Day Breakfast in the Park, which has gone from strength to 
strength. 
On Sunday 26 January from 8:30 until 10:00am in Railway Park we will be providing egg and bacon 
sandwiches and snags, tea and coffee, and some drinks for the kids. We’ll raise the flag, and sing the anthem, 
have some fun activities for all the family, and generally have a good time! 
One of the great features of our celebration has been 
the opportunity to recognise some of the unsung 
heroes of our town; the volunteers who do so much 
in so many spheres to make our town the rich, 
vibrant community it is. 
The Development Group is once again seeking 
nominations from individuals, community groups 
and clubs of people or groups you believe deserve 
recognition for their contribution to our community. 
If you wish to nominate someone then please fill out 
the attached nomination form and drop it in at the 
Post Office. 
If you’re free to give a hand on the day, please give 
me a call. It’s a great way to meet people if you’re 
new to the community.

Colin Brick 
Boolarra Community Development Group 
5163 1212

Program
   Commence breakfasts  8:30
Commence activities  9:00
•  Hopscotch 
•  Skipping  
•  Quoits  
•  Sack races 
•  Gumboot throwing 
•  Talking to the friends you haven’t seen since … 
•  Australiana trivia 
Flag raising   9:40
Present certificates  9:50
National anthem  10:00

Opening of the Fire Memorial gazebo 10:20

Australia Day Boolarra Community Award
We wish to recognise __________________________  for his/her community contribution.

(Please describe their contribution in 25-30 words)

              
          
 

       

Nomination By:     

Seconded By:      

(Nominations to be submitted by 12 January 2013)
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Thirteen members of the Boolarra CFA were part of the 120 
CFA personnel from across Gippsland who were awarded the 
National Emergency Medal at a ceremony at Kernot Hall recent-
ly. Members were acknowledged for their “courage and commit-
ment” during the 2009 Delburn and Churchill Fires and were 
presented with the National Emergency Medal by State Mem-
ber for Morwell, Russell Northe MLA and the CFA Chief Officer 
Euan Ferguson AFSM.   

Boolarra members who received the medal were 
Todd and Michelle Birkbeck, Bruce and Di Bill-
ingsley, Simon and Miriam Pickett, Steve Plath, 
Ross Kemsley, Pat Thatcher, Keith Rand, Roger 
Pither, Vic Scholes and Dave O’Brien. Two other 
members who were not present at the ceremony 
but qualified for the medal were Dan and Jolie 
Williams.
To be eligible for the medal, members had to meet 

stringent conditions of sustained service during a 
specific time frame and unfortunately this meant 
that not all of our members who helped fight our 
fires qualified for the medal.     
The decoration consists of a circular bronze 

medal with a stylised representation of Australia’s 
floral emblem, the wattle, in the centre. The ring 
around the central image is of flowering wattle, 
representing the accomplishments and sacrifices 
made by Australians in the service of others in 
times of crisis. The back of the medal repeats the 
ring of flowering wattle, and details the award 
and recipient. 
The National Emergency Medal ribbon colours 

match the colours of the Humanitarian Overseas 
Service medal ribbon. The colours of the ribbon 
are gold (symbolising the Australian sun, opti-
mism and hope) and eucalyptus green. The sev-

‘Words of Wisdom’ – A 
Twenty-One Pun Salute.

All the waterfowl kept their eyes closed except 
for one. He was a Peking Duck.
I made a batch of fish eye soup, it should see me 

through the week.
Couldn’t remember how to throw a boomerang, 

but then it came back to me.
Deafness is getting to be quite a problem for me 

lately - I never thought I’d hear myself say that.
Doctors tell us there are over seven million peo-

ple who are overweight. These, of course, are only 
round figures.
Are dog biscuits made of collie flour?
Do the people who climb the world’s highest 

mountain ever rest?
Chop up an old piano and you will get a cord of 

wood.

en gold coloured bands represent Australia’s six 
states and the seventh represents the territories.
It was truly a proud day for the recipients. 

Dave O’Brien, Community Liaison Officer.

I saw a beaver movie last night, it was the best 
dam movie I’ve ever seen.
I wanted to be a mime artist, but I talked myself 

out of it.
John Deere’s manure spreader is the only equip-

ment the company won’t stand behind.
Sometimes, I wish my computer was Adele.
I know a lot of jokes about cheese, but their not 

very mature. 
Puns about monorails always make for decent 

one-liners.
Broke up with my crossed-eyed girlfriend today. 

She was seeing someone else.
I have a lot of jokes about unemployed people, 

but none of them work.
I know you brought the wrong rock to our curl-

ing match, but we’ll let it slide.
Always give 100% (unless you’re donating 

blood).
I have a friend who is addicted to brake fluid: 

reckons he can stop whenever he likes.
I used to have a fear of hurdles, but I got over it.
I stayed up all night wondering where the sun 

had gone. Then it dawned on me…

Adapted from http://www.punsandjokes.com/

LOCAL CFA MEMBERS 
DECORATED WITH NATIONAL 

EMERGENCY MEDAL
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Boolarra - Yinnar Exercise 
Group

Boolarra Memorial Hall           Monday 9:30am   
     -10:30am
Yinnar Memorial Hall              Friday 10:00am   
     -11:00am
 We have enjoyed another term of lively conver-
sation, good music and varying exercises. 
Our qualified instructor Kathleen thrives on 

keeping our bodies and minds active by varying 
the format regularly: sometimes we incorporate 
weights, steps, and occasionally bands or balls. =
Christmas celebrations will include the Mirboo 

North and Morwell groups and is on Friday 20 
December at the Yinnar Pub. The combined class 
will meet that day at 11am in Yinnar Hall and 
Kathleen usually spices things up.  Last year she 
included ’Bush Dancing’’ which was great fun.
Come and join us if you too could benefit from 

more activity.  Everyone is welcome to join our 
casual group.  Come along and join the fun and 
keep the brain and body active.

For further information call Kathleen Millet 5122 2591 
or Kate Cartwright 5169 6592.

Congratulations to Max Sauppe, a local Venturer, 
who is among Victoria’s top Scouts.  He journeyed 
to Government House, Melbourne, on Saturday 
30 November to receive his Queen’s Scout Award 
from the Governor and Chief Scout of Victoria, 
Alex Chernov AC QC. 
Only a handful of Venturers each year attain the 

prestigious Queen’s Scout Award. The Queen’s 
Scout Award represents hundreds of hours of en-
deavour in areas including ‘Service to the Com-
munity’, ‘Leadership Development’, ‘Personal 
Growth’ and ‘Outdoor Activities’.
Max started Cub Scouts (aged 7-11) and he was 

just 8 years old when he achieved his award in 
this section, the Grey Wolf, before he went on to 
the Scout section (aged 10-15). Here he contin-
ued his way as a quiet achiever with his patrol 
and later as Patrol Leader. He spent over 80 nights 
under canvas and hiked about 400km before he 
achieved the highest award for this section, the 
Scout Medallion. The Venturers are Scouts aged 
(14-18). In this section each Venturer plans and 
organises their own program.

Some of Max’s highlights in the Venturer section 
included:

•	 Helping at two Coroboree’s (4-day camp  
for Cubs state-wide) to organise activities.

•	 Combining	his	love	of	playing	Football		
for	the	Boolarra	Demons	with	some	as	
pects	of	his	Venturer	award	scheme.

•	 Organising	and	leading	a	party	of	five		
Venturers	that	travelled	by	public	transport	to	
the	Grampians,	and	then	to	hike	about	
90km	in	4	days,	before	using	only	public	
transport	to	travel	back		 	
to Morwell. This journey was especially 
challenging,	as	not	all	went	as	planned	

1st Yinnar Scouts
and	last	minute	changes	had	
to be made.

For busy secondary students 
like Max in his final year at 
Mirboo North Secondary Col-
lege, the Queen’s Scout Award 
is like tackling a second VCE. 
Juggling schoolwork, Ventur-
ers and other commitments 
has been tough. Max has 
learned so much along the 
way he will be better prepared 
and organised for future challenges.
The Chief Commissioner of Scouts Victoria, Bob 

Taylor, says the Queen’s Scout Award is often an 
indicator of future success in life.
“These young people have planned their own 

program, organised friends and supporters to 
share activities like hikes and community service, 
and exercised tremendous self-discipline to stay 
the distance. Victorian Scouting and their local 
Scout Groups join with their families in express-
ing our pride in their success.”
The	Yinnar	Scout	Group,	as	the	oldest	Group	in	
the	district,	has	celebrated	its	90th	Anniversary	
on	Saturday	7	December	with	past	and	present	
members	 attending	 the	 afternoon.	 	 Activities	
included	a	nice	spit	roast	cooked	by	our	Rovers	
(aged	18-26).	Bob	Taylor	(Chief	Commissioner)	
of	Victoria	came	from	Melbourne	for	this	occa-
sion.

For any information on Yinnar and District Scouts, 
contact Sylvia Sauppe on 5169 6321.  

Above: Max receiving the Scout 
Medallion in Melbourne, 2009.
Left: receiving the Grey Wolf Award 
from his Cub Leader in 2005.

The Jeeralang Venturer Unit at the Yinnar Scout hall. 
From left: Angus Sauppe, Greg Farrell (Unit leader) Max 
Sauppe Kieran Marriott Ryan Marriott.after Max was re-

warded the Queen Scout Badge on a special celebration night 
for him at the 1st Yinnar Scout hall.

With the leaders who helpt Max throug the scouting 
jorney from Left: Kevin Tyler (Cub leader now group leader 
1st Morwell) Andrew Millsom (Scout leader) Sylvia Sauppe 
(Scout leader) Greg Ferrell (Venturer leader) Kara Thomp-
son (Venturer leader) Colin Richards (Scout leader/Group 

leader)
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Boolarra Community 
Development Group
In August, the Development Group held its 

AGM with office bearers elected at the September 
meeting.There was minimal change to the com-
mittee; however we welcome Simon Heislers onto 
the committee, a move that will reduce the aver-
age age of the committee.
The committee for this year is: 

Chair   Tracy Anderson 
 
Deputy Chair     Rob Herni  
Secretary     Colin Brick  
Treasurer     Paul Dodds 
Committee Members   Jeff Henderson
      Simon Heislers
      Abbas Mehran 
      Pat McAlister
      Jill Simmonds 
      Doug Black  
      Marietta Herni 
      Sue Webster  
      Gary Mills
Please feel free to speak to any committee mem-

ber regarding any issues or opportunities in the 
community, or feel free to come along to our 
meetings, which are held at 7pm on the second 
Tuesday of the month.

Railway Park Playground 
At our September meeting we had Kat Marshall 
from Latrobe City attend to discuss an upgrade 
to the playground in Railway Park. Kat advised 
that under the Public Open Space Strategy there 
is $50k allowed in the 2014/2015 budget for the 
Boolarra playground and she has spoken to RDV 
and there is potential to get some additional 
funding. 
The focus is on providing an adventure play-
ground as this is what the kids want, so Kat is 
developing a concept plan and she distributed 
photos giving examples of the style she is aiming 
for. 
It was agreed that we should seek input from 
the ’users’ such as parents from the school, the 
Kinder and Playgroup.  A small sub-committee 
including Simon and Tracy has been established 
to liaise with Kat to achieve a great outcome for 
the playground.

Community Forum Projects 
Of the projects that were identified as priorities 
from the Community Forum, the main emphasis 
has been on the multi-purpose facility at the rec-
reation reserve and the refurbishment of the Old 
Post Office. The Park Committee has been suc-
cessful in obtaining some funding from Mirboo 
North Community Bank and the Mirboo North 

Community Foundation towards the develop-
ment of a feasibility study and master plan for 
the facility. This work will refine what the com-
munity wants from this facility and will serve 
as the basis for funding applications for the new 
facility, potentially as a staged development.
The Folk Festival has also been looking at a staged 

upgrade of the Old PO.  Initially they are seeking 
the establishment of a Committee of Management 
for the building, and preliminary works including 
restumping and drainage.

Electoral Redistribution 
Russell Northe MLA attended a couple of our 
recent meetings and one of the issues discussed 
was the review of the electoral boundaries. He 
was hopeful that Boolarra would stay in his elec-
torate, as he feels it shares a community of inter-
est with the rest of the electorate and the BCDG 
shared these concerns regarding the impact of 
the proposed changes on the representation that 
our community receives from its elected mem-
ber. This concern was also reflected in a number 
of emails I received from worried residents who 
opposed. 
Boolarra made a submission to the Electoral 
Commission expressing its concern re: the 
boundary changes, and was delighted to have the 
proposal amended when the final decision was 
handed down.Russell also requested that he be 
kept informed of any community project pro-
posals, especially with an election in the offing. 
The multi-use facility at the Memorial Park and 
the proposed refurbishment of the Old PO were 
noted. 
Public space issues were discussed with Russell, 
and especially the relationship with DEPI and 
their stewardship of a number of sites including 
Apex Park, the falls, the Old Mill site, Jack Rich-
ards park, the Old PO, and the multipurpose 
building. 
Apex Park is particularly critical, as at this stage 
DEPI appear to be walking away from their re-
sponsibilities, without allowing a ‘Friends’ group 
to undertake action. Russell undertook to follow 
up with DEPI.

Small town capital funding 
In recent years, the BCDG has received $10,000 
from Latrobe City to go towards capital projects 
in the community. This year it was decided to 
request submissions from community groups for 
the funds. There was a great deal of interest from 
a large number of community organizations, and 
funding of circa $30,000 was applied for.  
Obviously the decision on how to split the avail-
able funds was difficult and ultimately subjective. 
The committee endeavored to match the avail-
able funds with the funds requested, the worth of 
the projects and the applicant’s ability to access 
other funding sources.

The successful applicants were:
Boolarra	Memorial	Park - New mower - $3,500
Boolarra	Memorial	Hall - Flooring in ladies toi-

lets - $1,700
Boolarra	Historical	Society - New fence - $2,500
Boolarra South Landcare - Track at Old Mill Site 

- $1,000
Glory	to	 the	King	Church - Refurbishments at  

    Scout Hall - $1,260
The BCDG wishes these groups all the best with 

bringing their project to fruition, and hopefully 
next year we’ll be able to assist some of the other 
community groups.

Letters of support 
Over the past couple of months the Develop-
ment Group has written five or six letters of 
support on behalf of other groups in the com-
munity. We’re happy to do so, as hopefully it will 
assist these groups achieve positive outcomes 
in funding applications which then assists the 
whole community.   
However, we would ask that adequate time-
frames be allowed when requests for letters of 
support are requested. Closure dates for grants 
are known, so it is reasonable that 2 weeks be 
allowed for letters to be supplied. It also assists in 
preparing the letter if some background is pro-
vided on the grant, and what the proposed works 
and outcomes are.

Activities 
Jill Simmonds is to be congratulated on another 
very successful Open Gardens Day, with six 
lovely gardens. Due to the weather, numbers 
were down but everyone I spoke to thoroughly 
enjoyed the character and contrasting styles of 
the gardens on display. As well as the proceeds 
from the Open Garden Day itself, which will 
be distributed to community groups, the Plant 
Sale raised $700 for the School, Devonshire teas 
raised $700 for Oxfam, and the Pony Club did 
well from the BBQ.

Coming up we have the Christmas Carols on 
Friday 13 December, and of course Australia 
Day on 26 January. Both are lovely communi-
ty events so come along for a free BBQ and a 
chance to catch up with people in a nice relaxed 
atmosphere.
Have a safe and enjoyable Christmas.

Colin Brick, OA 
Secretary 
Boolarra Community Development Group 
5163 1212
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BOOLARRA 
COMMUNITY – A GREAT 

PLACE TO LIVE!!

Several events over the past weeks have rein-
forced my appreciation of what a great place and 
community we live in.  Having lived in the ‘burbs, 
Victorian country and interstate in places great 
and small, we are VERY happy to have lived in 
Boolarra for the past six years and become in-
volved in several community groups and organi-
sations.  We have got to know many people in the 
town and surrounding area and the support and 
friendliness shown by residents, old and new, is 
truly amazing.
The old saying about everyone in a small town 

knowing ’your business’ is a misconception from 
my personal point of view.  Everyone cares!  This 
has been shown by a great number of people and 
groups in recent weeks to our lovely Post Office 
couple Gwenda & Roger.  Following an emer-
gency operation, Roger was unable to be on deck 
which has put Gwenda under considerable strain 
also.  They have done so much for the commu-
nity over the years, there hasn’t been a shortage 
of people who’ve put up their hands to help out in 
many ways.  I know they are very grateful for all 
of the kindness and help shown to them.
Similarly, our lovely Top Shop staff are always 

helping out in all sorts of ways, and we are lucky 
to have such friendly and caring people live and 
work in our community.
Many groups have meetings in the Coffee Shop 

and of course the ukulele musicians practice there 
on Saturday mornings.
The peace and serenity of a perfect sunny Sunday 

morning was shattered recently by a very loud 
’explosion’ caused by a boat trailer tyre blowing 
out and delaying the start of a much anticipated 
fishing trip for some local seniors.  Within the 

hour a small crowd of locals had gathered to of-
fer assistance to change the wheel and send them 
on their merry way.  This all occurred right at the 
entrance to the Boolarra Pub and there was some 
quite jolly conversation to lighten the mood as 
the wheel was changed.  The smallest and light-
est among them had to scramble into the boat 
to retrieve the lock nut – why is it they’re always 
inaccessible when you need the pesky things?  
Another resident also stopped to offer any assis-
tance with bearings.  Needless to say, duct tape 
and WD-40 were not going fix the huge hole in 
the tube, or the rim, but the fishermen were able 
to get on their way.  Hopefully their journey was 
thereafter uneventful and they caught some fish!
So, if you’re a new resident in our town, it is a 

GREAT place to live!  Smile and say g’day – I’m 
sure you’ll get response, leave all your city and 
suburban behaviours behind you and enjoy our 
great community.  Join one of the many com-
munity and sporting groups and get involved – 
there’s something to suit everyone.

Val Henderson.

More interesting 
gardens on the Open 

Garden Day

VLV have been delivering organic produce to homes in the 
Boolarra district for over 5 years, delivering  fresh, 

certified organic products of the finest quality, 
each and every Friday.

On line ordering via web page, or you can  email or phone 
for availability list.

Certified Organic & Biodynamic 
Fruit & Vegetables

Paul Healey
Phone: 5658 1266 Mobile: 0407 568 371

email: vivalasvegies1@yahoo.com.au
www.vivalasvegies.com.au



Page:  7   The Boolarra Link - December 2013

Homemade Mediterranean Cuisine
Escargot and Non-escargot meals

Homemade cakes & desserts with a difference
Now also  serving High Tea
Open 7 days a week 
10.00 am to 8.30 pm

Licensed
10	Old	Nichols	Road	

2.5	ks	out	of	Mirboo	North	
off	the	Grand	Ridge	Road

Phone - 5668 1589

Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water. We 

specialise in premium quality
systems, backed up by old-fashioned

Customer Service.

LoCAL CoMpANy, BAsed iN 
MiRBoo NoRth

Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add value to your home
•	 Save $$$ by feeding power into the grid
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
Call Andy now for a FRee in-home quotation

phone: 0405 139 169
andrew@gippslandsolar.com.au
www.gippslandsolar.com.au

✴solar power    ✴ solar hot Water

From the Open Gardens- beautiful 
roses Gleeson’s Garden

The ‘Boolarra Open Gardens’ 
was a great success despite the 

weather, when some 167
garden lovers descended on 

the township. I would like to 
thank all the locals who sup-
ported us on the day. It was 
great to see that many attended.
While many visitors used the 

picnic facilities in Boolarra’s 
Railway Park for lunch, the 
Pony Club’s ‘Sausage Sizzle’ in 
the park sold out early in the 
afternoon and the nearby Bool-
arra Shop did a steady trade, as 
did the Devonshire Teas avail-

able in the hall. The Plant Sale 
did very well with people waiting at 9:30 am to 
buy plants before they purchased their tickets. 
The comments from visitors were very good 

with many saying they would be back next time 
in 2015, and that we had a good variety of dif-
ferent gardens. Many thought the button badges 
were a great idea and the program, with map and 
garden description, helped them plan their day. 
They also said that the signage was excellent.   
I would like to thank the garden owners for 

opening their gardens.  Without them, it would 
never happen. I hope that we have continued 
support from the community in 2015.

Jill Simmonds,
Boolarra Open Gardens Coordinator 2013

Sculpture at Hibbins’

BOOLARRA GARDEN CLUB
The Garden Club has had mixed fortunes of 

late, well in October anyway, as we were rained 
off our planned outing to the Dandenongs. We’ll 
do those gardens another day. In November, we 
priced the plants for the Open Garden stall and 
then enjoyed watching the Melbourne Cup and 
inspecting Jill and John’s ever expanding garden. 
The Open Garden Day was a great success once 

again, thanks again to Jill and John for a moun-
tain of organisation and their daughters for sell-
ing the buttons. We had visitors from all parts of 
Gippsland, so the advertising for the day was ob-
viously well targeted. Our plant stall was a very 
worthwhile addition to the funds, so thanks to all 
the garden group members who grew plants for 
months and shared the treasures from their gar-
dens. Then of course they sold them! 
The day would not happen without the support 

of those hard working gardeners who opened 
their gardens for the day: Marg and Mike, Hilary, 
Kristy and Clayton, Garyelle, Mengar and Ian 
and Jill and John. Ian did a sterling job parking 
cars all day and all the gardeners were ready for 
a well-deserved rest by the end of the day.  Each 
garden was different and they all looked spectac-
ular. Spring rain has some benefits!  The rain in 
the afternoon was a bit of a deterrent, but peo-
ple just raised their umbrellas and kept on going, 
determined to see them all. They were very im-
pressed by the high standard of the gardens this 
year. Some other groups in the town benefitted 
too: the Pony Club sausage sizzle and Memorial 
Hall Devonshire Teas both had lots of customers. 
 Our next event is a Christmas lunch and then we 

will plan our itinerary for next year. All the veg-
gie gardens should be in full production by then, 
so happy and productive gardening over Summer 
everyone.

Denise Schiller
on behalf of the Garden Club

Jag Cleaning & 
MaintenanCe ServiCeS

•	 Fully	insured
•	 Police	check
•	 cleaning
•	 handyman
•	 carPert	cleaning
•	 deodorising

aBn	84	341	891	261	Jag777000l

Email: jag_services@bigpond.com  
       Jag	-	cleaning	&	maintenance

Gift Vouchers Available 
for Christmas

Phone: 0498 600 777

2013 Boolarra Open Gardens Bonanza
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HAZELWO OD
HEALTH CENTRE

BULK BILLING
To ALL Medicare Card Holders

Family  Medicine
Minor Surgical Procedures

Immunisations, Industrial  Medicals
Physiotherapy, Psychology

Visiting Paediatrican, Pathology

CONSULTING HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY  8am - 5.30 pm

SATURDAY - 8am - 1.30 pm

5122 2555
9a GEORGINA PLACE CHURCHILL

“Caring Family Medicine”

HHC

News of 
Yinnar & District 

Community Garden
Lots has been happening at the garden recent-

ly.  If you haven't visited in a while, you will be 
amazed by the fantastic progress made, with pav-
ing by hard-working GippsTafe students, as well 
as the lovely shady gazebo! Our greenhouse is 
now keeping nice and cool in hot weather thanks 
to the installation of a reflective shade cover. If 
you are passing by, please visit the greenhouse 
and give our tender seedlings a drink! 
On Sunday 3 November, we had a Garden Party 

with a difference - four seasons in a day. If we'd 
opened our parasols we would've blown away 
- Mary Poppins style. Even so, about 50 people 
came along to celebrate the co-creation of the 
garden thus far. There were moments of sun when 
a tour in the garden revealed the magic that has 
been done over the past 2.6 years. A magnificent 
achievement indeed - and congratulations were 
given to all who have contributed - and to the 
ongoing commitment of the Garden Committee, 
with a special acknowledgement to Sari Anderson 
- the Queen Bee of Bizzy Bees. The Musical Pro-
gram with Rosemary and Gordon Abetz - Rose 
on piano and Gordon violin, followed by a suite of 
songs on gardening themes by ‘Acoustic Kitchen’, 
a great bunch of dames from Mirboo North, was 
enjoyed by all. The Slide Show by Catheryn ‘From 
Boggy Paddock to Fertile Garden’ was most in-
formative and the Food-Garden Fresh produce 
and tasty treats from home gardens and larders 
- received copious praise.
Our final event for the year was a working bee 

and BBQ on Sunday 1 December 2013. The work-
ing bee was from 1:30 pm, BBQ from 3:30pm in-
cluding salads made from fresh garden produce. 
(RSVP details not published due to event taking 
place before publication – Editor)
December Bizzy Bees 2013
Saturday 14 December 2013 1pm-4pm
Saturday 28 December 2013 1pm-4pm
Fresh fruit, berries and vegetables for the Bizzy 

Bees!
Email YinnarCG@telstra.com for more info 

or just turn up on the day. Bizzy Bees may be 
postponed to an alternate Saturday if inclement 
weather.
A date for your 2014 calendar:

PEAR PARTY 2014: Sun Mar 16 at the Toora Heritage 
Pear Orchard. Fresh heritage pears off the trees, 
homemade pear cider, pear gelato, gardening 
workshops and demonstrations and live music! 
Contact Rosemary at YinnarCG@telstra.com if you 
would like to car pool.

Knitting Yarns by Mail
Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au

Your one stop shop for the very best yarns,
knitting patterns, needles & accessories

Dolls wigging & mohair for Santas & craft

FREE catalogue now available
Yarns include silk, cotton, bamboo, wool, mohair,

alpaca, cashmere & sock yarns from leading brands -
Patons, Cleckheaton, Panda, Noro, 
Debbie Bliss, Heirloom, Eki Riva, 
Lana Gatto, Shepherd, Jo Sharp

plus our own exclusive range of hand dyed mohair yarn

114 Fox & Fanckes Rd,  Boolarra Sth 3870
Open by appointment only

Online orders delivered free to Boolarra street addresses

stokesay@bigpond.com  
Ph. Alison - 0408 992 927

BOOLARRA BLAZERS 
WALKING GROUP

We have had a great year of walking, talking, 
sharing and eating too! The weather hasn’t put us 
off at all and we just keep walking until the sun 
comes out. We aim to have at least one special 
walk each month and the rest getting fit at the 
Oval. 
We have over twenty members from varied walks 

of life and have an average twelve or more turn up 
each week. Sometimes our members are walking 
in other exciting places like northern Queensland 
and the Rhine Valley. Some of our favourite walks 
planned for next year are Morwell National Park, 
Lake Hyland, Traralgon Railway Park, Lyrebird 
Walk, Mossvale Park, a walk around the town, 
Narracan Falls, Morwell River Falls, the very 
popular Rail Trail, Billy’s Creek, and our favour-
ite, the Mill Site with it’s several tracks and great 
flora and fauna. 
We have always room for more walkers (and the 

four legged kind too) so if you enjoy getting fit, 
talking to others and sharing skills and abilities 
why not join us on a Thursday morning from 9:00 
until 11:00am. Enquiries: John 5169 6494.

Strawberry from Yinnar and District Community Garden

Achieve 
Excellence

• Relationship counselling 

• Career coaching 

• Weight loss  

• Parenting support 

• Childhood development

Contact Leanne now
0429 111 192

leanne@charlie-mac.com

achieve.charlie-mac.com
Master practitioner NLP, Time Line Therapy, & Hypnosis
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Grand Ridge
Computer Services
*  New & Custom Built Systems

*  Malware & Virus Removal
*  Software Sales & Installation

*  Advice & Assistance
*  Upgrades & Configuration

*  System Maintenance
*  Notebooks & Netbooks

*  Parts & Peripherals
*  Printer Consumables

Ph: 5169 6473
Mob: 0429 696 473
grcs@internode.on.net

P O Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

EMERGENCY ALERTING SIREN 
UPGRADE – UPDATE

In the last edition of the Link it was reported that, following Boolarra’s Emergency Alerting Siren 
Testing last year, several recommendations had been sent to the Fire Services Commissioner of 
Victoria, Mr Craig Lapsley, regarding the improvement of the existing CFA siren and the installa-
tion of additional sirens around the town. 
Following a recent enquiry as to what was happening with our recommendations, a response 

from the Commissioner stated “The testing program would continue across the state until May 
2014 to ensure a comprehensive analysis has been conducted over the coming fire season”. 
“We are currently in the process of conducting research to identify the most effective siren in the 

market place for sound penetration and to determine optimum height. We are also in the process 
of making a funding bid to Government to roll out additional sirens across Victoria which will 
not be finalised until May next year”.  
At this stage, all the ‘Boolarra Emergency Alerting Systems Committee’ can do is to wait for the 

final outcome in May next year.  However, in the interim, it is comforting to know that Emer-
gency Alerting messaging on both the mobile and landline phone systems do work successfully 
in Boolarra.
Remember that if you receive an emergency message on your phone, and/or if you hear the CFA 

siren sounding continuously for 5 minutes there is an emergency situation threatening the Bool-
arra area and you should seek immediate advice about that emergency.
You can seek further information online from www.cfa.vic.gov.au, www.ses.vic.gov.au, or by 

phoning the Victorian Bushfire Information Line 1800 240 667, VICSES Information Line 132 
500, or tuning in to local radio stations 100.7 FM, 828 AM, Stereo 974, or Sky News Television.

Dave O’Brien, Chair Boolarra Emergency Alerting System Committee.

AROUND THE TRAPS...
“Hello Mrs Fox”, called out Mrs Wombat.
“Good day to you Mrs Wombat. How have you 

been finding the apprentices? They have been do-
ing a good job without Roger Rabbit behind the 
wheel I hear.”
“You are so right”, cried Mrs Kanga, “and what a 

strange bank of weather conditions we have been 
having lately”.
“Girls”, called out Mrs Echidna, “there is a move 

afoot for incorrectly addressed mail to be RTS, so 
I’ve told all my friends to correct our postal ad-
dress and Mr Echidna has put the correct number 
on the mail box”.
“Yes”, said Mrs Fox, “it must be hard to deliver 

mail with odd addresses, so we should all help out 
to get it right. This has been a problem for a very 
long time now”.
“Well, the summer fire season is coming”, stated 

Mrs Wombat.  “The Emergency Services need the 
right numbers on the letter boxes or gate posts 
so they can get to the correct destination to help 
out.”
“Well girls, have a good Summer. See you after 

the New Year”.

Merry Christmas and happy New Year from us all.
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BOOLARRA POST OFFICE
 7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra  Vic  3870 

Ph: 5169 6209  Fx: 03 5169 6523  
em: rgp@speedweb.com.au

Open:   Monday to Friday - 9.00 am to 12.00 pm & 12:45 to 5pm
Saturdays – 9.00 am to 11.00 am except long weekends when we will be closed on 

Saturdays
Supplying all Australia Post Products including Express, International, and Registered mail,  

Stamps, Packaging etc.  Photocopying & Fax Service.  JP on site most days, appointments appreci-
ated to save you a wasted trip in.

Bill Paying  by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance applications 
and renewals are also available.  Travel Money and Travel Insurance can also be purchased here.            

Banking services are  available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can help you 
do a Western Union Money Transfer. Electoral Roll Application forms are available here.

We stock a range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, not to mention the extra things 
like plants, the 5 cent box and produce  when available to raise money for the Stompers

 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you are enti-
tled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery.

Please note: this Post Office  will be closed for Christmas on 25th 26th 27th and 28th December.
Then closed  1st Jan.

Christmas Greetings from the Post Office
Gwenda and Roger 

                             Our winter travellers have 
                              returned, and most weeks we 

have about 14 ladies sitting around our table. 
We’ve all been very productive as usual.  Mengar 

has knitted jumpers and a cardigan for her grand-
daughter and knitted T tops as well.  She also had 
her garden open in the recent Boolarra Garden 
Bonanza for all of us to enjoy.
Carla is doing some embroidery as well as knit-

ting socks, a shawl and some scarves.  
Robyn has almost mastered socks; she’s knitted 

four pairs for friends for their birthdays, but she’s 
had about 50% help from Lori.  She’s aiming to in-
crease her input to 60% and Lori to 40%.  I admire 
her persistence.  I gave up on socks a long time ago.  
Kate managed to knit one sock on her recent 
travels and completed the pair on her return.  At 
present she is frantically knitting up a sweater for 
her hubby, to eat into the large bag of wool or-
dered on-line.  The spare room cupboard won’t 
close and this is something we can all relate to. 
Our stash never seems to diminish.  
Kerryn finally knitted a pair of socks for her hub-

by and her sister Laraine, and has also completed 
2 blankets for the fistula sufferers as well.  Anne 
L is knitting a great scarf with sock wool, and she 
reckons it’s so easy and looks great.  Lori, as usual 
has been helping others with their sock knitting.  
She’s also knitted 2 child’s jumpers, 2 child’s dress
es, 4 scarves, a jumper for Steve, 2 bags, 3 bean-

ies (two to keep my head warm after my shave) 
for which I was very grateful, booties for pressies, 
and is working on some unfinished projects as 
well.  I reckon Lori takes the prize for productiv-
ity.

WOOL GROUP YARNING
Marg has made a lovely jacket for Isabelle, many 

pairs of socks, a pram blanket and has completed 
a couple of UFO’s (unfinished objects).  Marg has 
also been very busy preparing her garden for the 
open garden day.
Every week Kay can be seen knitting wraps for 

babies suffering from AIDS in Eritrea.  Jan and 
I haven’t been very productive, due to our recent 
relocation to Yinnar, but are looking forward to 
getting into the groove again when we’ve settled 
into our respective units.  Anne T has started 
another ‘very bright’ rug, after helping Jan and I 
with our move and clean up at our old addresses, 
which was a great help to both of us.
We’re looking forward to our Christmas lunch-

eon in December.
If you think you’d like to come and join us at 

Wool Group, we meet every Thursday at the Mul-
ti-Purpose Building at 11:30 am and we bring a 
shared lunch.  The joining fee is $10 per year and 
we pay $2.50 each week to cover rent, tea and cof-
fee etc. We also throw some small change into a 
tin, the proceeds of which goes to some deserv-
ing cause each year.  If you have any enquiries 
you can call Denise 5169 6425, or me 0400 722 
716.

Lois Thornton (member).

Boolarra Book Club
We have had a wonderful year read-

ing ten prescribed novels and many more that 
we exchange around the group. We have sixteen 
members and are now meeting on a regular basis 
at 4:30pm for coffee and cake followed by our dis-
cussion with a light tea. We have watched several 
films together and have now planned our requests 
for next year’s books. It’s exciting to see who’s 
book comes first!
In December, we will meet at a member’s house 

for Christmas tea with several ‘older’ members 
making the effort to come. After so many years 
we all feel like friends rather than just book club 
members.  Maybe it’s because we have shared so 
many of our life experiences. 
The books we have chosen for next year are many 

and varied and range from the latest novels to a 
couple of old classics. If you enjoy reading, think 
about joining us on the second Monday of each 
month. Call Robern on 5169 6494.

With thanks, Robern Lubawski.
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BOOLARRA FRIENDS OF THE

Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, 
Domestic Water 

Contact Dave for Free Quotes
Phone: 51 696 462    Mobile: 0428 696 462    Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au

Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley 
gravel

The AGM was held on 14 November and office bearers elected.  Catheryn Thompson remains Presi-
dent, Sue Webster is Vice President, Denise Schiller Secretary and Phil Piper Treasurer. We also have 
a strong committee to assist them. Our annual subscriptions are now due and if you would like to 
support our work any of the Friends will happily accept your $6.
Unfortunately, our Draft Management Plan for Apex Park was not well received by DEPI.  They 

do not want to do any work on the reserve, and they are not prepared to allow us to do any either. 
DEPI would prefer that Latrobe City manage the park, but they are not willing to do this.  As it is 
a Crown Land River Reserve it is DEPI’s responsibility. We took this problem to a Neighbourhood 
Environmental Improvement Plan meeting which had Kevin Roberts from Latrobe City and MLA 
for Morwell, Russell Northe, present. They both endorsed the plan and Russell is approaching DEPI 
on our behalf.  Colin Brick wrote an excellent letter of support on behalf of BCDG so we hope we get 
better news soon. The delay has meant that we have not been able to apply for any funding and so have 
missed some opportunities to seek support.
The Latrobe Field Naturalists did a survey of vegetation along the Morwell River below the falls and 

found some interesting species including an exceptionally large Mountain Pepper. They also found 
some weedy areas which will prove a challenge as access is difficult. They are extremely knowledge-
able and do much valuable voluntary research and we are very grateful for their help. We now have 
a comprehensive list of species in two different areas of the forest at the falls and next year they are 
planning to survey the Olsen’s Bridge Reserve.
HVP felled some pines for us.  They were along the river side of Frontage Road and now there is some 

cleaning up to do.  Alan Hall has made a start, but the clearing will be a focus of some future working 
bees. We will keep on with track maintenance and weeding over the summer and hope to see lots of 
you visiting this lovely area.

Denise Schiller, Sec.

A very big “thank you” to all of you who have 
responded to our appeal for used postage stamps! 
Please continue to save your stamps, and leave 
them in the box at the Post Office. The Red Cross 
raises over $10,000 a year from the sale of these 
stamps, and it is a really easy way of supporting 
Red Cross. Our thanks also go to Gwenda and 
Roger for being the ‘collection point’ in Boolarra.  
Our last fundraiser for 2013 was the Fashion Pa-
rade, which was well attended and raised $178. 
We are planning a very special ‘Mother’s Day 
Fashion Parade’ for the first Monday in May next 
year, with lots of lucky door prizes and raffles – 
more details next year!

We had our annual Christmas Lunch on 2 De-
cember and are taking a short break before re-
suming in February. Please note a change of day 
for our regular meetings, which are held in the 
Top Shop. We now meet on the first Monday of 
the month, at 1:00pm. New members are very 
welcome! Our first activity for 2014 will be ‘Red 
Cross Calling’ in March. 

Our thanks go to everyone in Boolarra and sur-
rounds for your ongoing generosity in supporting 
Red Cross. We wish you a safe and happy Christ-
mas.

Glenys Morgan, Treasurer.

Fine example of track 
work that neatly 

blends with nature at 
Morwell River Falls

FRIENDS OF THE UPPER MORWELL RIVER  INC.
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The grade 3/4s collectively wrote the following 
impressive report: 
3/4 CAMP REPORT – FOREST LODGE FARM CAMP is 

between Welshpool and Yarram.  It has four permanent staff 
members who run the activities and cook the meals.  The farm 
camp runs for 3 days.  The facilities are clean and modern.  Up 
to 6 children sleep in small but comfortable bunk rooms.  Chil-
dren are put into groups of about 10-12 and rotate through 2-4 
fun, but tiring activities a day.  There is also a duty group each 
day that has cleaning, organising and setting up chores to do.  

Activities include the flying fox, which is safe because you wear 
a harness and then step off a 10 metre platform to whizz down 
a hill and that can be quite a thrill.  Hut building involves lots 
of teamwork and skills that could be used out in the bush when 
you are camping.  Scary fun can be had at the Giant Swing, 
which is 20m high.  You pull a rip cord that lets you drop and 
start swinging.  

Canoeing is a partner activity that improves balance, strength 
and teamwork.  Archery tests your accuracy by using a bow and 
arrow to shoot balloons that are placed a short distance away in 
hay bales.

The ropes course involves determination, concentration, bal-
ance and teamwork to succeed.

Other activities include bush cooking of damper and toffee ap-
ples which is a real taste experience.  Bush walking also pro-
vides an opportunity to see the wildlife at night.

A highlight for some is Red Faces, where children perform acts 
for everyone’s entertainment.  Others will enjoy jumping from 
hay bale to hay bale in a game of tiggy and other running races.

Forest Lodge Farm Camp is packed full of fun and excitement.  
It is an amazing but challenging experience to have with class-
mates.  It is an opportunity to make new friends, build skills and 
conquer your fears.

Everyone at the school extends best wishes for a safe and happy Christmas and New Year.  
Please keep an eye on our school over the holidays!  

P/1/2’s Fabulous Family Artefacts Museum.  
Below are some examples of the reports that accompanied all of the ex-
hibits that the students displayed:

Item: Cigarette Case
From: Samantha Heislers
Date: 1st November

This artifact belonged to my great grandfather Ansis. It is special because it was the 
only thing except for a few coins to have survived the Ash Wednesday bushfire.
It came from Europe.
In the past, it was used to hold cigarettes.
My grandfather keeps it in a safe place.
My family has kept this artifact because it was a nice looking object. It is also a re-

minder of the bushfires and Ansis.
My artifact is also interesting because it has been burnt and blackened by the fire and 

the metal has melted a little bit. It still works and the catch mechanism still operates.
This artifact tells us that in the past lots of people used to smoke cigarettes before we 

knew that they were very bad for us.

Item:    A Musical Alarm Clock 
From:  Meila Cupples
Date:   6th November 2013

This artifact belonged to Mary Cupples.
It is special because it is the only memento Dad has of his grandmother. It used to 

wake him up in the mornings when he would visit.
My family first came to own this item because Mary bought it herself in the early 

part of the 1900’s.
In the past, it was used as an alarm clock that would play a beautiful tune.
At home, we keep this artifact on the bookshelf in the lounge room.
My family has kept this artifact because my Dad tells me it is the only thing he has 

of hers.
My artifact tells us that in the past many things were wind up and they didn’t need 

batteries.  Electrical appliances were rarer and music was also very different.

Camp Forest Lodge

2013 preps 
visit Pre-

School to meet 
incoming 2014 

preps

Former student Erin did 
work experience with us and 
helped change the big sign. 

Term 4 
Gardening Blitz

Yard Raffle winners enjoy 
icy-pole rewards

Aleasha and her class try out 
our new Lifeskills Kitchen Kurnai Band Visit
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Yet another couple of action packed terms at kinder! 
Miss Jess and Mrs Williams continue to do a fantastic job.  
A lot of different visitors have made their way through 

the kinder doors lately. We’ve seen a magpie rescued by 
Angus and his Mum, a wide variety of stick insects cour-
tesy of Gage and his Mum. All the Dads had an evening at 
kinder for Father’s Day, where they were presented with 
some beautifully decorated mugs.
The kids made working didgeridoos that looked fantas-

tic (and I’m sure that too many of the Mum’s pleasure), 
were quite loud as well!  Everyone dressed up in their 
footy team colours for footy day, and everybody looked 
fantastic. It was great to see a wide variety of different 
teams too. The kids are enjoying the company of Pip (a 
little orange stuffed toy that all the kids take home).  They 
write about and photograph Pip’s adventures that have 
included horse visits, meeting the family pets, and get-
ting dropped in the mud and subsequently experiencing 
the wild ride of spin cycle in the washing machine.  
The kids all enjoyed the visit from Wiggerly Worm Dance 

Company, where they were introduced to the dancing 
dragon, dancing with wings on and shaking pom-poms. 
The kinder has some resident tadpoles and the kids are 
all enjoying watching the transformation from tadpoles 
to frogs.
The four year olds are going through the transition pro-

gram with the Boolarra Primary School and have had two 
orientation days/visits.  The transition program gives the 
kids an opportunity to become familiar with the school 
environment, future class mates and teaching staff.

Tammy Richards.

Boolarra/Yinnar Youth Space and Place 2013
During the year some members of the group 

were trained up to serve coffee and volunteered 
some of their time on the Boolarra Koffee Kart. 
Hopefully a few more may be trained next year. 
This is a skill that may become helpful in the 
future in gaining paid employment.  A dinner/
movie night at Morwell and a roller skate session 
at the Moe Indoor Stadium were held, but most  
Friday nights were spent at the Skate Park during 
the warmer months and during the colder nights 
at the recently refurbished Multipurpose Build-
ing just chilling out with friends for a few hours. 
A special thanks goes to Mr Brett Brophy, a vol-
unteer parent, who helped out supervising the 
group. Without the help of Mr Brophy some of 
the sessions may not have materialised. It would 
be nice to have a few more helpers for 2014.  
Also, we thank the Salvation Army for funding 
the group for 2013. Next year the group will be 
doing activities to support and keep themselves 
going.
Next year we are also looking forward to having 

new young people in Boolarra join, as the group 
is all youth aged 12 to 17.  We will be hoping to 
do a few different activities, so come along, bring 

some ideas and have some fun.
We meet on the third Friday of the month at 
the Multipurpose building between 6:30pm 
and 9pm. The proposed dates are as follows 
(although some dates may have to change):

Dates to Remember 2014
Starting Friday 21 February at the Multipurpose 

Building 6.30pm to 9pm.  We will discuss activi-
ties and strategies for the year so come along and 
have your say.
Friday 21 March
Friday 11 April  (as Good Friday is the on the 

18th and Anzac Day on the 25th)
Friday 16 May
Friday 20 June 
Friday 18 July
Friday 15 August
Friday 19 September 
Friday 17 October 
Friday 21 November
Contact Mr Pat McAllister, Acting Coordinator 
for Boolarra Youth and Space for further infor-
mation on 0428 989 420.
Have a great Christmas and a safe New Year and 

relaxing holidays 

Boolarra Post Office 
Natters

First, an important notification to all. This Post 
Office will be closed for Christmas on the follow-
ing days: 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th December, 
and then 1st January 2014 for New Year’s Day.
I hear there are lots of things happening about 

the place at present. Different groups are keeping 
active in their fundraising and so on.  There are 
quite a few new faces around town at the moment, 
and new babies. It’s always nice to welcome new 
people to our town. We hope they stay awhile and 
get involved in the community.
It’s hard to find days to get the grass mowed lately 

with the weather the way it’s been. It’s like we don’t 
have enough to do without having to try to keep 
up with the grass as well without sinking into the 
ground as we try to mow. 
Haven’t the roses been beautiful again this year? 

The gardens, in general, have done well.
That’s it for now. Merry Christmas to all and we 

hope 2014 is a great year for everyone.

Gwenda.

BOOLARRA PRE-SCHOOL 

Kinder Experiences. 
Photos (Clockwise): 

Fathers’ Day evening; 
Footy Day; playing 

music; learning about 
insects; dancing as 

cheerleaders. 
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Several projects have commenced 
and been completed at the Men’s 
Shed in recent weeks. Hydroponic 
seed crop trays were constructed for 
a Yinnar alpaca breeder and this has 
involved several of the members. The 
design for these was provided by the 
person who requested the project 
and it was costed and quoted on be-
fore the works commenced. 
Another Yinnar lady requested some 

Mahjong tile holders and provided a 
sample from which plans were drawn 
and holders constructed for a very 
happy customer. A couple of other 
quotes have been prepared for works 
within the community of Boolarra 
and we are awaiting the outcome of 
funding applications. We have some 
other outstanding jobs to complete 
when the weather is consistently dry 
and also look forward to a joint pro-
ject with the Rail Trail Wednesday 
Warriors replacing park bollards. 
Christmas yard decorations have 

also been completed and are avail-
able for viewing, although construc-
tion of any orders would not now be 
completed prior to Christmas 2013. 
If you’re interested though, bear them 
in mind for the following Christmas. 
There is a range of other merchan-

dise available for sale including boot 
pullers, kneading boards, cheese/cut-
ting boards, magazine racks, horse-
shoe coat pegs, ‘welcome’ signs, tod-

dler rockers, and wine racks (SOLD 
– new orders taken). 
Jeff has also constructed a 6 x 4 trail-

er with a metal frame and hardwood 
varnished timber with wiring and 
lights which is for sale with VIN for 
registration for $750.00 – it’s a beauty! 
Internal fit-out of the shed has also 

continued with several more projects 
completed including book cases, a 
notice board, computer benches, 
kitchen cupboards, a First Aid cup-
board, and wood trolleys/storage 
racks, etc. 
Fortnightly Monday BBQ’s are pop-

ular and on these days there is usu-
ally a good roll-up for top nosh and 
friendly banter. A couple of our older 
members usually enjoy this outing 
very much and it’s great to see them 
and listen to their yarns – tall tales 
and true…
We will be enjoying a Christmas cel-

ebration at the Morwell RSL around 
the time of publication of this issue, 
and will resume normal Shed Open-
ing Days on Monday 7 January 2014. 
It is proposed to trial Saturday open-
ings of the Shed from Saturday 10 
February, so if Saturdays suit you to 
attend, or if you wish to become a 
member but can only attend on Sat-
urdays, please contact us. 

BOOLARRA STOMPERS
The year is over and the relay has been put to bed 

for now. We had a few fundraisers and all have been 
a reasonable success. The Stompers would like to ex-
tend their thanks to everyone who supported us this BOOLARRA MEN’S SHED SHAVINGS 

year and made wonderful donations. Every bit helps, 
whether it’s large or small, so thank you. We had quite a few members 
again this year. 
This year’s Latrobe Valley Relay was on 19 and 20 October at Gaskin Park, 

Churchill, starting at 4pm.  It was a lot of fun with lots going on during the 
night. This year we won the ’Best Baton’ and we came third in the money 
raising, just over $6,000. That’s a great result for all the hard work.
Starting with our Xmas raffle, we are moving towards a different chal-

lenge. We are going to raise money for the Latrobe Valley Cancer Centre 
at Latrobe Regional Hospital.  I still have to find out how best we can help 
them. Time hasn’t been kind to me lately, but I will get to it before Christ-
mas.  We thought it was probably a very good thing to support our local 
Cancer Centre and we will be able to see exactly where our money is go-
ing. We intend to make the purchase of equipment once we have enough 
money. All in all, it has to be better for our local area, and our local people 
who will be using this Centre.
Our Christmas raffle is up and running at $1.00 per ticket at the Post Of-

fice.
We have an ongoing 5 cent coin box on the P.O. counter and that keeps on 

filling, so please remember to save those little coins and donate them to us. 
We still have some books left to buy as well. O.K. that’s it from me for now. 
Have a wonderful and blessed Christmas and a healthy and happy New 

Year from us all.

Gwenda Pither 
Team Captain for the Boolarra Stompers.
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LAST CHANCE TO CLEAN 
UP BEFORE FIRE 
RESTRICTIONS

At the time of writing, it is not known when 
the Fire Restrictions are due to come into force. 
However it is really important for you to clean up 
around your properties now.
Suggestions for clean up:
•	 Mow	 or	 whipper	 snip	 and	 remove	 long	

grass from around your house and sheds
•	 Cut	and	remove	any	dead	branches	 from	

trees
•	 Remove	any	fallen	bark	from	around	trees
•	 Cut	back	shrubs	and	bushes	from	around	

your house
•	 Clean	your	spoutings	of	 leaves	and	flam-

mable material
•	 Remove	any	firewood	that	may	be	stacked	

against your house
•	 Remove/burn	 any	 piles	 of	 prunings/gen-

eral garden rubbish that are near your house
All burn offs on private property should be reg-

istered.
Call 1800 668 511  Email burnoffs@

esta.vic.gov.au  Fax 1300 674 428
When community members register their burn 

offs, it reduces false alarm call outs for our bri-
gade.
BORROW OUR COMMUNITY FIRE FIGHT-

ING TRAILER AND PLAY IT SAFE
If you are planning to burn off some of the ma-

terial collected in your pre fire season clean up, 
please borrow our CFA fully equipped fire trailer 
that comes free of charge. 
The trailer is equipped with a water tank, fire 

pump, hoses, rake hoes, various firefighting tools 
and a fire lighter. Community members receive a 
briefing on its use prior to them borrowing it. It is 
better to be well prepared for your burn off than 
to have to call the brigade for assistance.
“CAN I or CAN’T I” 
“CAN I or CAN’T I” brochures explain what 

you can or can’t do when fire restrictions are in 
place and on days of Total Fire Ban.
Can I have a BBQ or a camp fire, light the incin-

erator, or use the chain saw or lawn mower?
All these questions and many more are answered 

in the brochure - available from the Fire Station.
BOOLARRA’S EMERGENCY ALERTING 

SYSTEM IS OPERATIONAL
If there is an emergency situation threatening 

our community, BOOLARRA’S EMERGENCY 
ALERTING SYSTEM will be activated. The sys-
tem comprises of the CFA siren sounding contin-
uously for 5 minutes and messages being relayed 
to you on both landline and mobile phones. If 
you are alerted to an impending emergency you 
should immediately seek further advice. Further 
advice can be obtained through our local ABC 
Radio (100.7 FM or 828 AM), SKY NEWS, CFA 
or SES Websites
PETER MAC RIDE TO CONQUER CANCER.
On the weekend of 26 and 27 October, 1,223 rid-

ers rode 210km and raised over $4.3 million in 
Victoria for the Peter Mac Cancer Foundation. 
The Boolarra Fire Brigade entered a team of four 
riders called ‘The Red Light Riders’ into this char-
ity ride and with the support of the brigade, com-
munity and family, raised over $10,000. The ride 
started at Albert Park Lake in Melbourne and 
snaked along the coast, ending in Hastings where 
all the riders stayed the night and rode back to 
Albert Park Lake the next day to hundreds of 
supporters cheering them on. Unfortunately, only 
one of the Boolarra team riders could complete 
the second day as the other three were to receive 
the National Emergency Medal at Kernot Hall in 
recognition of the work that each member per-
formed on the days leading up to and after the 
Black Saturday fires. If anyone is interested in 
doing this ride and supporting a great cause, log 
onto the Peter Mac web site and enter the ride, if 
not dig deep if you do see someone trying to raise 
the money needed to enter. On behalf of the Red 
Light Riders Michelle Birkbeck, Todd Birkbeck, 
Simon Pickett and Rob Franssen, we would like 
to thank everyone for their support.
HAVE YOU PREPARED YOUR FIRE PLAN?
How should I prepare my plan? Who should 

know about the plan? What actions should I take 
before the fire season? What is my trigger to leave? 
What should I take with me? What clothes should 
I wear? What should I do with my pets and ani-
mals? How many alternative routes should I plan? 
Where should I go and who should I tell?
Obtain a fire ready kit from the CFA 1800 240 

Left: The Boolarra crew test their burn over protection sprays 
at the Gordon Bolwell Memorial Trophy competition

Top right: Morwell Group tankers, ultralights and quick fill 
pumps are tested at the Testing and Familiarization Day re-

cently

Botom right: Members of the Boolarra Tanker draft water at 
the Tanker and Equipment Testing and Familiarization Day at 

Kernot Hall Lake

BOOLARRA’S BURNING ISSUES
BOOLARRA CFA NEWS

667 or arrange for a Fire Safety Officer to come 
to your property for a free Home Bushfire Advice 
Service, visit cfa.vic.gov.au  
TANKERS AND EQUIPMENT HAS BEEN 

TESTED
Each year all the local brigades gather together 

to test all their pumps and equipment in prepa-
ration for the fire season. During the activity we 
also familiarise ourselves with the workings of 
other tankers as, in an emergency, we can be put 
on any fire truck. This year we gathered at Kernot 
Lake in Morwell.
GORDON BOLWELL MEMORIAL TROPHY
Each November the local tankers are cleaned 

and polished and all the firefighting gear is 
checked and tidied for the judging of the Gor-
don Bolwell Memorial Trophy. This year, trucks 
assembled at Churchill where they formed into 
a convoy and drove around Churchill and Mor-
well before having a BBQ at Mid Valley where 
the trucks were judged. This year Yinnar won the 
shield just ahead of Boolarra and HVP in third 
place.
DISAPPOINTING RESPONSE ON CFA SUN-

DAY 
It was disappointing for brigade members as 

only a small number of Boolarra residents visited 
the fire station during CFA Sunday. The purpose 
of the day was to share information about the 
forthcoming fire season and how locals should 
prepare for it. A special thank you is extended to 
those who made the effort.

Dave O’Brien, Community Liaison Officer.

Boolarra’s Red Light Riders (L to R) Simon Pickett, 
Rob Franssen, Michelle Birkbeck and Todd Birkbeck
prepare for the Peter Mac Ride to Conquer Cancer

Ride
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SUPPLIES OF FINE STEEL BUILDINGS

GARAGES & SHEDS 
CARPORTS

PERGOLAS & PATIOS
BARNS

FARM SHEDS
HORSE SHELTERS

STABLES
BIRD AVIARIES
CHOOK SHEDS

ASPIRE GARAGES- 5133 6911

513 PRINCES DRIVE MORWELL

BOOLARRA PLANTS
Good quality ferns, elks, 

stags and tree ferns available 
at very competitive prices.

For enquiries, please phone 51696355

For a fun day with friends, 
have a home demonstration.

The Smallest, Smartest 
Kitchen

Thermomix

Please call Marietta on: 0427 548 554

GTK NEWS
                CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS.  
                 Glory to the King Christian Community                

wishes all the people of Boolarra a safe, happy and 
blessed Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
HOLIDAY CLOSURE
The Quiet Place will be closed from 23 December ‘till 

the end of January as we take a break. Sunday services 
(4pm every Sunday) and mid-week worship (7:30pm 
every Thursday) will continue as normal.
GTK LEADER HONOURED IN INDIA
During her recent visit to India, Lynn Fowler was pre-

Rev. Dr Lynn Fowler with Archbishop 
Gunasekaran Samuel and the Bishop of 

North Chennai
sented with an honorary Doctor of Ministry degree from St Andrews Theological College and Semi-
nary, in recognition of her 38 years of ministry service. Thanks to the Archbishop of the Anglican 
Church of South India, Rt. Rev. Dr.Gunasekaran Samuel, who is also personally affiliated with GTK, 
for putting her name forward.
As well as Archbishop Samuel in Chennai, during the trip Lynn visited four other GTK affiliated min-

isters in Vishakapatnam, Ongole, Bangalore and Madurai, and two non-affiliated churches in Chen-
nai.
REV. FRAN INDUCTED
At our conference on 20 October, Rev. Frances Marston was inducted as Pastor for Boolarra. This al-

lows Rev. Dr. Lynn Fowler to concentrate on the broader ministry as International Director of Glory 
to the King Ministries International.
USA VISIT
From July to August, Rev. Lynn visited the USA at the invitation of Bishop Arlo Williams, of Shep-

herds of Grace International. She ministered in five different churches and shared the work of GT-
KMI. She was very well received, and has been invited to return next year.
GLORY AID
Through GTK’s Glory Aid fund, in the past three months we have been able to provide assistance to 

a school in Uganda to make desperately needed repairs, and provide funds in India to help establish 
a day-care centre for children of workers in a stone quarry; assistance for a home for abandoned chil-
dren; and assistance to two different programs to provide clothes for needy children; and also to a 
program to provide saris (Indian dress) for needy widows.
We now also have our ‘Kids Sleep Warm’ program to provide sleeping bags for homeless children here 

in Victoria. The fund for this is growing well, and by the time we are ready to distribute the sleeping 
bags next May we hope that we will be able to help a good number of children.
Big thanks to all those who have supported us in our appeal days, either for our programs over-

seas or for Kids Sleep Warm.

RELAY FOR LIFE – 

INDIVIDUAL FUND-RAISER

Lois Thornton’s moment of truth arrives (election day 
2013). Lois pledged in June to have her head shaved 
to benefit Relay For Life Cancer Council. Here’s the 
evidence of her taking the plunge, in public! Thanks 
Tammy Richards, photos.

Want to be more 
profitable?
We specialise in helping businesses achieve more 
through better business plans, strategic use of the 
internet, accessing alternative sources of funding 
and negotiating large deals.

Contact Luke now

0418 530 682

luke@charlie-mac.com
business.charlie-mac.com

We guarantee results.

Personal and business improvement specialists 
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BOOLARRA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS
This year has seen a rise of interest in ac-

tivities to commemorate the First World 
War 1914-1918. There will, of course, be 
the ANZAC memorial at Gallipoli, Tur-
key, in 2015, but other War sites in France 
and Belgium are being prepared for cere-
monies in 2014. To remember those men 
from Boolarra and surrounding districts 
who fought and lost their lives in service, 
a book ‘They Gave Their Today for Our 
Tomorrow’ has been written by local 
historian Roz Carstairs. This beautifully 
produced book honours those from this 
district who died in WW1, WW2 and 
Korea. It tells a moving story of eager 
young men enlisting and being sent to 
fight in far-away places in terrible condi-

tions. Apart from each soldier’s service profile, it contains 
photos of war sites, graves, awards, medals, letters, cita-
tions and commemorations, giving us a sense of the per-
sonal loss but also the gratitude of the nation. Roz has also 
set up, in collaboration with our society, a comprehensive 
display of photos, local war records and memorabilia at 
the Boolarra Historical Museum. This exhibition can be 
accessed on the first Sunday of each month from 2pm to 
4pm or by appointment on 5169 6210, and Roz Carstairs’ 
book is available at the Museum, $20.
Ian Blake and Glenys Morgan of the Boolarra Cemetery 

Trust were our guests recently, giving us an account of 
their valuable stewardship. Visitors to the cemetery can 
see the map of grave placements, tasteful landscaping, the 
addition of a toilet, and continuing work on the new lawn 
section. This work is all voluntary and is strictly monitored 
by the government. Ian and Glenys presented us with the 
original copy of the Boolarra Cemetery Trust Rules, a 
large poster-size document framed in heritage style which 
will be displayed at the Museum. Boolarra can be proud 
of its Trust Committee members who have always kept 
meticulous records and given many hours to the physical 
upkeep and adornment of the Cemetery. 
On a lighter note, John Hyett of Venus Bay, president of 

the Leongatha Historical Society, was invited to present 
his Magic Lantern Show last month. John is a collector 
of these lamps and slides, a home entertainment kit of 
bygone days. He brought two beautiful lamps with brass 
and copper fittings and a variety of slides, some with views 
of old Melbourne and Geelong, some hand-painted glass 
slides with flowers. The most entertaining were the mov-
ing slides and comedies. John took on the role of narrator, 
making up the stories as he went. His ‘show’ was so popu-
lar with our members that we plan to invite him back next 
year, perhaps to a wider audience.
Our year concluded with a very pleasant Progressive Din-

ner at the Owen, Webster and Hibbins establishments. 
Thanks to them all for their hospitality. And thanks to 
our intrepid travellers, John and Jill Parker and Harry and 
Beth Price, who took us visually through the highs and 

lows, both physical and emotional, of their trip 
to Nepal, Tibet and China. They visited the cities 
of Kathmandu, Lhasa, Beijing, Sian and Chengdu 
among others, by train and bus; not for the faint-
hearted! Their photos and recount were fasci-
nating. One of the highlights was a visit to some 
Chinese students who had been hosted by the 
Parkers in Boolarra and who remembered com-
ing to our Museum.  
The Boolarra Historical Museum is open on the 

first Sunday of each month from 2 to 4 pm, or 
by appointment with the Secretary, Mengar Hib-
bins 5169 6216. The Boolarra and District His-
torical Society meets at the Boolarra Museum on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30pm. New 
members are always welcome, and information 
on our activities can be obtained from Mengar 
Hibbins 5169 6216, Judy Webster 5169 6351 or 
Beth Price 5169 6241.

This is a photo of 'The Girls Who Stayed Behind'. These 
Boolarra ladies raised money for the comfort fund dur-
ing World War 1. From left to Right: Violet Ketels, Julia 

Walsh, Lil Edwards, Mabel Scanlon.

This is a photo of Lance Corporal Ernest Ed-
ward ('Jack') Austin who was killed in action in 

1917 at Passchendaele, Ypres, Belgium at the age 
of 24. 'Jack' was a member of the Austin, Peter, 
Rennie and  Halliday families of the Boolarra 

District.

H A Z E LW O O D
P R O P E R T Y

M A I N T E N A N C E
Small or Large Lawns

Gutters / Window Cleaning
Pruning / Weed Eradication

Mark & Sandra Maynard

PH / FAX: 03 5163 1782
MOBILE:  0412 549 376

hazelpm@optusnet.com.au 
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Phone: 5169 6754 Mobile: 0409 356 480

J.H. Fox
Lincensed   R.E.C 3822

Eletrical Contractor

Stove &Hot Water 
Repairs & Service
•	 Rual & Domestic
•	 Property Maintenance

BOOLARRA CEMETERY 
TRUST

The wind and rain of Winter and Spring brought 
down many tree limbs in the Cemetery grounds 
and our working bee in October saw us also prune 
dangerous, low-hanging branches. Fortunately 
we had a fine, calm day and were able to burn 
a lot of rubbish.  In November, members of the 
Yinnar Scouts, along with some parents, came to 
our working bee. Their assistance was invaluable 
as we pruned and weeded the garden beds around 
the Gazebo and the Remembrance Garden. The 
Scouts also devoted themselves to weeding all 
of the graves in the historic Church of England 
section – a task long overdue! A very big “Thank 
you” to all who attended!
The Trust has purchased a new metal bench seat, 

which has been installed in the Monumental 
Lawn section. We now have a bench seat in each 
section of the Cemetery.  Apart from the regular 
pruning and weeding, we are planning to re-sur-
face the driveway in the New Year.
The Trust welcomes all suggestions and feed-

back, and our meetings are open to everyone in 
Boolarra. Meetings are held on the stage of the 
Memorial Hall and commence at 7:30pm. Dates 
for 2014 are as follows:

Wednesday, 19 February
   ”        ”      16 April
   ”        ”      18 June
   ”        ”      20 August (Annual General Meeting)
   ”        ”      15 October

Glenys Morgan, Secretary.

Boolarra South Landcare Group was well represented at the Latrobe Catch-
ment Landcare Network AGM and we have two representatives on the Com-
mittee. Judi Edwards is the Treasurer and Peter Devonshire is a committee 
member. There was an interesting presentation from the West Gippsland seed-
bank, a group of volunteers who collect native seed and make it available for 
purchase.  If you are interested in improving biodiversity and would like seed, 
contact www.wgseedbank.org.au.

The Arboretum showing the growth of some diverse native plants. 

The grass is growing at the Mill site but the 
weather has not been kind. It rains when we try 
to mow it!  Thanks to DEPI and Parks Victoria for 
cutting all the trees which had our tracks closed 
for about a week after the violent winds. It was a 
very busy time for them and they had to survey 
the tracks, which was when they decided to close 
them and then return to remedy the damage. We 
have been promised help from the new Green 
Army, an exciting initiative of the National Party 
to help environmental projects. Darren Chester 
has been keeping us in the loop with this and we 
expect to have 10 volunteers for 20 weeks to help 
at the Mill site. We will be involved in teaching 
them and they will help us.
In October, Max Sargeant conducted a frog call 

and identification evening at the pond, as a fol-
low-up to our Frog Workshop. The Field Natu-
ralists will also conduct another bird watch as 
our last walk was in Winter and there were not as 
many birds about as in spring/summer.
We are getting some more signage for our tracks 

at the Mill site thanks to the Bendigo Bank 
Community Enterprise Foundation. They have 
awarded us $2,900 for distance/destination type 
signs that will be a big help to those not familiar 
with the tracks. The DEPI will install these signs 
for us.
We are hoping to make a start on a return track 

from the cemetery, and DEPI and TAFE students 
will help us survey the track and get it started.  

The BCDG has provided $1,000, which will get 
things moving. We thank them for their on-go-
ing support for this project.  It was their initial 
grant which helped us to begin work at the Mill 
Site and once again they have provided us with 
money to get another track into operation.
Thanks to the Men's Shed and especially Doug 

Black.  We have a new seat ready to install at Frog 
Hollow, but when we planned to put it in place 
the rain came again. It will go in soon and we 
will continue to make improvements around the 
site. Peter Stellar is continuing his assault on the 
weeds and we are looking after all our plantings.
There are other Landcare projects that may be 

of interest. The Central Gippsland Woody Weeds 
Action Group, formed three years ago as part of 
the bushfire recovery in an effort to control re-
turning weeds, is focussing on the area between 
Callignee and Boolarra. They aim to support 
landholders manage invasive weeds and espe-
cially to reduce the growth of blackberry on pri-
vate land. David Akers is the Project Officer and 
may be contacted on 0488 035 314 if you have any 
problems with woody weeds. Another Landcare 
initiative is trapping Myna birds. Traps are made 
by the prisoners at Fulham and can be purchased 
for $35.00 from WGCMA on1300 094 262.

For any other Landcare information contact the Secre-
tary - Linda Minter.

CARING FOR OUR COUNTRY



Page:  19   The Boolarra Link - December 2013

Craig Young Butchery
Gourmet Meats

Specialising in bulk meats
Fresh Fish Friday

Have your stock slaughtered, cut-up, 
packed & frozen to your requirements

Phone Orders Taken
90 Ridgway, Mirboo North

Ph:  5668  1632
Superb Spit Roasts 

& Catering Available
Proprietors:  Fiona & Craig Young

It was with great pleasure to represent the Min-
ister for Emergency Services and Bushfire Re-
sponse, Kim Wells, at the National Emergency 
Medal presentation on Sunday 27 October at Ker-
not Hall Morwell. Approximately 120 CFA staff, 
members and volunteers from across Gippsland 
were recognised for their extraordinary service 
during the 2009 Black Saturday bushfires. Mem-
bers from a number of brigades in the Morwell 
electorate received awards including Boolarra, 
Callignee, Churchill, Cowwarr, Morwell, Traral-
gon West, Tyers, Yallourn North and Yinnar 
South.
It was tremendous to see the Boolarra team rec-

ognised so strongly on the day and I'm sure I 
speak on behalf of all the community in thank-
ing you all for your tremendous service during 
the Black Saturday bushfires and of course during 
the Delburn complex of fires that occurred in the 
weeks leading up to Black Saturday.
These members along with members from the 

Gippsland group of brigades provided sustained 
service and support to protect communities dur-
ing a period of great destruction and loss. Those 
who tackled those fires fought bravely to protect 

lives and property during an extremely long and 
difficult fire campaign and I want to commend 
them for their courage and commitment.
As we enter the summer period it’s a timely re-

minder and important that fire plans are now in 
place and ready to be implemented in the event 
of a fire. As property owners, it’s important to 
support the efforts of our local CFA Brigades and 
volunteers who do such a marvellous job in pro-
tecting our communities. We do hope however 
that the fire season of 2013/2014 will be a quiet 
time for the Boolarra CFA.
The Boolarra Bowls Club and Boolarra Football 

Netball Club can look forward to a grant of up 
to $1,000 from Victorian Coalition Government 
funding towards rejuvenating their club’s uni-
forms courtesy of the popular “Sporting Uniform 
Grants Program”.
The Boolarra Bowls Club and Boolarra Foot-

ball Netball Club are among 20 local clubs in the 
Morwell electorate to receive funding under the 
latest round of the Sporting Uniform Grants. 
The funding boost will not only benefit existing 

Boolarra Bowls Club participants and Boolarra 
Football Netball players, but hopefully it can as-
sist in the recruitment of new members.  
I also wanted to acknowledge the great work of 

the Boolarra Community Development Group 
(BCDG) and its committee members. I am 

pleased to attend their meetings where possible 
and can attest to their strong advocacy on behalf 
of the Boolarra community.  I encourage com-
munity members to get behind the association 
and consider joining this organisation and mak-
ing a difference in Boolarra.
Speaking of strong local groups, I had the op-

portunity to meet recently with the ‘Friends of 
the Upper Morwell River’ who have a significant 
number of volunteers active in the community 
and work at enhancing local attractions. The 
same can be said for the ‘Boolarra South Land-
care Group’ who likewise have some amazing 
people doing some fantastic work. For exam-
ple, one only has to look at the improvements in 
around the Upper Morwell River or at the Old 
Mill site to recognise the efforts of these two or-
ganisations and many others. Well done to all for 
your continuing community efforts! 
As we approach Christmas and the New Year, I 

also want to remind everyone to nominate out-
standing community members for Citizen of the 
Year awards for local Australia Day events.  I wish 
you all a very merry Christmas, and a happy New 
Year.  I hope 2014 brings much joy and success to 
you and your family.  Please be extra vigilant on 
our roads, to ensure we all get to and from our 
destinations safely.

CHURCHILL  HOT  BREAd
For ALL your

BREAD & PASTRY
requirements

HOT PIES
Take-away Cappuccinos

& Lattes
Now available

CATERING  AVAILABLE
Monday to Friday - 7am - 5.30pm
Saturday & Sunday - 7am - 2pm

5122 3255

KEN GRAEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo North 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax:    5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester                     
& Service Centre
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Y i n n a r  F u e l
 &  F a r m  S u p p l i e s

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RANGE – GREAT SERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

& free produce delivery too! . . .

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03)  5163 1240
52 Main Street

Yinnar  Vic  3869

CHARTER OF SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL GIPPSLAND

THE BOOLARRA EMERGENCY ALERTING SYSTEM  
IS NOW OPERATING

•	 If the CFA siren sounds for 90 seconds or less it is being used for CFA purposes   
 only
•	 If	the	CFA	siren	sounds	continuously	for	5	minutes	there	is	an	impending	
 emergency so you must seek 
 further advice  - Local ABC radio – CFA Website – Sky News
•	 Both	mobile	and	landline	phones	will	also	alert	you	of	the	impending	emergency
•	 Emergency	Alerting	does	not	mean	you	should	evacuate	–	just	seek	further	infor	
 mation.

Snails and Hats Make a Suc-
cessful Cup Day 
The Soroptimist Interna-

tional Club of Gippsland held 
a very successful Melbourne 

Soroptimost International Club 
continues their colorful activities 

based around Melbourne Cup
festivities, including a snail

race, right, and a very stylish ar-
ray of hats, left.

Samantha, Carolyn and Mary in the spirit of Cup Day 
celebration, Plough Creek Homestead.

Cup Fun Day that raised over $1,400 for its Birth-
ing in the Pacific project.  Guests were treated to 
a gourmet afternoon tea, champagne and various 
fun events at Plough Creek Homestead.
Club President, Samantha Brick, said that mem-

bers and their guests spent a very enjoyable af-
ternoon, indulging in fine food and celebrating 
the Cup in style.  "We particularly enjoyed the 
snail races, although they seemed to have minds 
of their own when we wanted them to get to the 
finishing line", she said.  Samantha hastened to 
assure us that no snails were harmed (or eaten) 
in the afternoon's events.  "We also had a best hat 
competition and of course, everything stopped to 
listen to the Cup", she added. 
Samantha explained that Soroptimist Interna-

tional is a service club that advances 
the lives of women and children, both 
locally and internationally.  "We are 
particularly concerned about health 
and education", she said, "and we con-
stantly look for new projects to sup-
port".  
The Birthing in the Pacific project 

helps to provide birth attendants and 
clean and healthy birthing conditions 
for women in PNG.  This has been 
a long term project for Soroptimist 
Clubs in the South Pacific region and 
continues to save lives.
The club also welcomes new members 

and all women are eligible to become 
members.  The club meets once per month in 
Churchill.  "We try to have fun with our fundrais-
ing and have a wonderful group of women who 
enjoy each other's company in an informal meet-
ing atmosphere", Samantha said.  Anyone inter-
ested can contact Samantha on 0427 824 722.

    Helen McAdam
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Spring can be unpredictable 
and can also turn on some 
beautiful weather, which was 
the case for our ride held at 
Wombat Crossing on 15 Sep-
tember.  A number of mem-
bers opted to arrive on Satur-

BOOLARRA PONY CLUB
We are pleased to advise that our requests for 

funding from Latrobe City Council Community 
Grants Program were successful this year.  We re-
ceived funding for minor capital improvements 
to extend one of our arenas so that it can cater 
for grades 1, 2 & 3 Dressage. Minimum size has 
to be 60m x 20m, plus a warm up area. We were 
also fortunate to secure funding from Latrobe 
Community Events grants, to offset some of the 
cost of running a Gymkhana in February next 
year. We are extremely grateful to Latrobe City 
for their generous support to our Pony Club in 
recent years.
We are happy to report that our Pony Club now 

has electricity connected. Being such a small 
club, this would not have been possible, cost wise, 
without the generous support from a local trades-
man and qualified trades people within the club. 
Our membership continues to grow in numbers, 

in both junior and adult riders. At our September 
rally we were very lucky to secure the services of 
Bryce Templeton and his partner to instruct our 
members in the skills of Polocrosse. A great day 
was had by all, with the kids absolutely enjoying 
this new style of riding. 
Events planned for the next couple of months 

will be our Christmas break-up on Saturday 7 De-
cember. Santa usually visits the club on his trusty 
steed, giving out presents to the kids.
We have the ‘Boolarra Royal Gymkhana’ on Sun-

day 2 February 2014.  Currently we have secured 
sponsorship from local businesses to provide 26 
trophy rugs for most of the Champion events, in-
cluding the Fun ring, and the lunch time high-
light - fancy dress under 8 years and fancy dress 
over 9 years. Late in February, we have our usual 
beach ride down at Mann’s beach. 

Gary Mills,
President, Boolarra Pony Club.

After a couple of months of working hard with 
our recruitment drive, we are happy to see some 
new faces join our junior forces this 2013/2014 
competition season.  We would like to extend a 
warm welcome to our newest members Brendan, 
Brooke, Courtney and Gloria. 
It is also a time to reflect on the kids that are the 

back bone of our junior members and we are 
pleased to have you all back playing again: Kyle, 
Tiarne, Daniel, Alexander, Matthew, Dana, Bryce 
and Tim. You guys make us proud, week in, week 
out, keeping our club in the competition and rep-
resenting our town.  We ask you to make our new 
members welcome and help them love the game 
of tennis as much as you do.  We also have a few 
familiar faces join an official team this season and 
wish Jacob, Matt and Nikiesha good hitting and 
lots of fun. 
We are very lucky to have lovely new courts, so 

spread the word and let’s take advantage of them. 
They are open to the public for general use 24/7. 
As a club, we offer supervised practice nights each 

Wednesday - free of charge - and sometimes have 
a qualified coach volunteer his time to help the 
kids’ game improve (gold coin donation).  Mem-
bership covers insurance and ball money.  Other 
than purchasing a racquet, there is no other cost 
to your family. 
We have a very dedicated Junior Co-ordinator, 

Sharyn Giles. She phones kids and parents each 
week making sure teams have the required num-
ber of kids to take the court. She has committed 
a large part of her time over more than 10 years 
in this role keeping tennis alive in our commu-
nity.  Our junior teams would not take the court 
each week during competition without her love 
and devotion to Boolarra Tennis Club. Thank 
you Sharyn. You do a wonderful job.  A volunteer 
committee and honorary members manage our 
club and without them we would be lost, so thank 
you to all who help.
Lastly our message to our community: let’s keep 

kids active and open their minds to our wonder-
ful sport ... TENNIS!  You won’t know how much 
you love it ‘till you give it a go.

Barb Webb
Boolarra Tennis Club. 

day and camp out, whilst others chose to arrive 
on Sunday morning.  Unfortunately, Erin and 
I were of the latter, due to other commitments.  
Driving up to Wombat Crossing on Sunday 
morning, all I could do was imagine what it was 
like for those camping to be waking up to such a 
beautiful sunrise.  Arriving at the camp site, we 
were greeted with cars, floats, horses and people 
everywhere. What a great turn out.  Eighteen rid-
ers ventured off into the bush tracks capably led 
by Glen.  The higher we climbed the more spec-
tacular the views became and as a few members 
said “looking around this valley was just a sight 
you need to see and experience for yourself ”.  It 
was spectacular.
In October we held our Fun Day at Yinnar South 

Pony Club Grounds.  The weather was perfect, 
if not a little too warm, thank goodness for the 
trees for shade.  Not many of our members 
showed up with horses, however, Yinnar South 
Pony Club Members and Parents well and truly 
made up the numbers to create a lot of fun while 
our horseless members looked after the cheering 
from the sidelines.   A cool drink, a chat and a lot 
of laughs under the shady trees at the end of the 
day was a fitting end to what one could describe 
as a perfect day.
The SIDS for KIDS Ride held at Toongabbie 

in October as told by one of our members who 
participated in the weekend:  “It was a pleasure 
to participate in this ride and I have met some 
wonderful children and adults.  What stood out 
on this ride is that all riders showed respect and 
were courteous at all times and were willing to 
help other riders around them if needed.  The 
auction was held after tea on Saturday evening.   
What can I say!  I have never laughed so hard and 
for so long.  If you don’t ride a horse you should 
consider going along next year, just to be part of 
the auction atmosphere.   Seriously, it was a great 
night for a great cause.”
On 17 November, a number of our members 

headed off to Toongabbie for their Annual Nov-
elty Day.  It was a great chance to once again meet 
up with fellow ATHRA members and also the 
Yinnar South Pony Club contingent was there in 
full force. A great social day, there was time for a 
good chat, many laughs, and for those compet-
ing, be it serious competition or not too serious 
competition, there was something for everyone.
Our Beach Ride was held on 24 November at 

McGauran’s Beach.  What a beautiful setting 
with great parking, camping and riding.  We also 
had the pleasure of our ATHRA friends from 
Stratford Trail Riding Club attend. The weather 
couldn’t have been better, warm and sunny with 
a slight sea breeze.
On behalf of all our members, I would like to 

take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year.  

Happy Riding,
Di Sharman
Treasurer.

Riders from the 
Trail Riding Club 
rest at our ride at 

Wombat Crossing.

Boolarra Tennis Club
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After such a fantastic last season with our amaz-
ing 11 & Under team playing in the finals and 
lots of enthusiastic and talented young netball-
ers playing in 9 & Under, we are getting in early 
for next year with some dates to help parents and 
players with their planning for Netball.
Our first training night will be Thursday 6 Feb-

ruary at 4:30 at the Memorial Park Netball courts 
(Footy Ground).  We will have a welcome BBQ 
and meet the coaches, after we have a bit of fun 
on the courts first.
We are hoping to field at least three teams next 

year in the Churchill Junior Indoor Netball As-
sociation competition.
13 & Under, 11 & Under and 9 & Under: please 

bring along your friends, as we will need at least 
nine players for each team.
In addition to these categories we intend to run

a 5-7 age group (for net-set-go), which all par-
ticipants will receive a pack that includes a bag, 
netball and t-shirt, the program will be run late 
Saturday mornings starting in March 2014.

The club held their Presentation Night at the 
Morwell Club on Friday 20 September and a 
great night was had by all who attended.

Senior award winners were:

Best & Fairest -  Daniel Metcalf and Justin Emery
Runner Up Best & Fairest - Michael O’Sullivan
Most Consistent - Mark Van Dyke
Most Determined - James Holmes
Best Utility - Chris Riseley
Most Improved - Tim Dowe
Goalkicking/Coaches Award -  Ken Towt

Reserves award winners were:

Best & Fairest - Josh Wilson
Runner Up Best & Fairest - Scott Cooper
Most Consistent -  Rob Beamish
Most Improved - Tom Holley
Most Courageous - Steve Richards
Best Utility - Jacob Vuillermin
Goalkicking Award - Josh Reid
Coaches Award - Matt Hammond

Thirds (18 & Under) award winners were:

Best & Fairest - Peter Thomas
Runner Up Best & Fairest - Jack Battersby
Most Consistent - Luke Lewis
Most Determined - Mitchell Dodds
Most Improved - Ossie Gilpin
Best Utility - Daniel Brick
Goalkicking - Jacob Dudek
Coaches Award - Angus Peter 

Boolarra Football Netball Club also awarded 
their Annual Presidents Award Trophy to James 
Holmes for his service to the club as a player and 
Coach of the Under 10’s 
football team over the last 
couple of years and his gen-
eral helpful work around 
the club over a long period 
of time.  Best Club Person 
was awarded to Faye Tay-
lor for being a long serving 
member and treasurer of 
the netball club for many 
years. Thanks Faye.
Boolarra Football Net-
ball Club held its Annual 
General Meeting at the 
Social Rooms on 29 Oc-
tober 2013. The following 
committee was elected for 
Season 2013: President - 
Russell McGlade, Vice 
President - Paul Dodds, Sec-
retary - John Cargill, Treas-
urer - Darren Napier and 

General Committee - Peter Rennie, 
Janet Napier, Simon Buglisi, Lyn 
Smith, Keith Holmes, Bec Smith, 
Jody O’Kane, Anne Reiske, Chris 
Wareham, Peter Day, Faye Tay-
lor, Jackie McGlade, Emma Carter, 
Bob Allen and Stella Ibbetson.

The club has reappointed 2011 Senior Premier-
ship coach Tony Giardina for season 2014 for his 
sixth season at the helm of the club, which is a 
club record for a senior coach at the club, tak-
ing the title from 1997 Senior Premiership club 
coach Jim Harry who coached the club for 5 sea-
sons. A new Reserves coach has been appointed 
at the club being 2011 Senior Premiership cap-
tain Simon Buglisi who takes over from Mark 
Carnes, who successfully coached the reserves 
for 4 seasons. The club would like to take the op-
portunity to thank Mark for his coaching work at 
the club and we know that he is not lost to us, as 
the rumour mill hears there are new roles wait-
ing for Carnsey.
Congratulations go out to Justin (Sus) Emery 

who polled 3rd in the Mid Gippsland Football 
League Best & Fairest for 2013, and was also se-
lected as Rover in the MGFL Team of the Sea-
son along with Daniel Metcalf on a Half Forward 
Flank and Michael O’Sullivan on a Half Back 
Flank. The League Vote count also had a sur-
prise for our hard working members Russell and 
Jackie McGlade who were proud winners of the 
Barry McKenzie Award for service to Football 
and Netball as very hard working volunteers for 
the Boolarra Football Netball club and the Mid 
Gippsland Football League. Congratulations 
Rusty and Jackie.     
Boolarra Football Netball Club ran the Mid 

Gippsland Football League Raffle for Season 
2013 and would like to thank their sponsors who 
donated prizes to make this raffle such a great 

Boolarra Football 
Club 

FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

The Boolarra Football Netball Club would 
like to thank their valuable sponsors for Season 

2013 and ask that you get behind these businesses as 
they support our community club. 

Prorent, Tony Antonelli Accounting, Lincon Hire & Services, Boolarra Pub, 
Anish Parekh The Good Guys, Mirboo North & District Community Bank, 
Slater & Gordon, Boolarra Fish Farm, Gibson Groundspread, Latrobe City, 
Owen Transport, Yinnar Community Hotel, Morwell Club,
Boolarra Post Office, Trafalgar Mens & Boyswear,Tradeweld, 
Valley Trophy Centre, Soroptimist International, Strzelecki Plumbing, 
J Smith Motors, Monacellars Wine & Spirits, Palms Apartments, 
Prosper Valley Excavations, Valleywide Tree Services, Windmill Ag, 
Riviera Display Kitchens, Mirboo North Golf Club, 
Kennedy Haulage/ Driffield Quarries, Prosper Valley Gravel, G & C Plasters, 
Out of Dough, Willaton Transport, BJ Bennett & Co Real Estate, 
Onsite Welding Services, Benson Timber & Hardware, 
Latrobe Valley Funeral Services, Bellebanne, Gatts Panel Works, 
Willys Bobcat hire, Homepak, Norm Oliver Butchers, GM Conveyancing, 

Young Signs, Pazzaz Printing, Latrobe Eyecare, 
Samantha Brick Health & Massage, Russell Northe, McDonalds, 

Morwell Tenpins, KFC Churchill, Future Flicks, Massaro Motors, 
Alfresh 2 Go, ProRent, Mel’s Cutting Room, Domino’s, 

Souvlaki Hut, Video ezy .

success – Palms Apartments Merimbula, ProRent 
Morwell, Trafalgar Mens & Boys Wear Trafalgar, 
Yinnar Community Hotel, Monacellars Wine 
& Spirits Morwell, Norm Oliver Quality Meats 
Morwell and Boolarra Pub.
The winners of this raffle were – 1st Prize Rick 
Duddington, 2nd Prize Simon Buglisi, 3rd Prize 
Budgie Morwell, 4th Prize Daniel Reiske and 5th 
Prize Alex Windsor. The club would like to thank 
everybody who supported this end of season raf-
fle.  
Congratulations go out to Boolarra A Grade 
Netball Coach Rebecca Crick and partner Rick 
on the safe arrival of their second daughter Kenzy 
Louise born on the 25 October.

Football training starts on Wednes-
day 4 December up until Christmas. All 

players old and new welcome. 

WANTED - GIRLS / 
BOYS

13 & Under, 11 & Under and 9 & Under.
Interested in playing a great team sport?
Exercise and keep fit in a fun environment.  

Learn ball skills and improve your strength, 
balance and coordination. Come and play 
netball for Boolarra.
Just phone or text Jackie 0448 318 314 or 

Faye 0427 696 585 to register your interest 
and then come along to the training days as 

mentioned above.

Boolarra Junior 
Netball Club 
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We are happy to report a success-
ful season with D grade getting 
to the preliminary final and A 
grade playing in the Grand Final, 
coming runners-up to a stronger 
more experienced Morwell East.

A Generous Community
On 24 November, I was tasked with a challenge. 

This challenge was a crucial component of a pro-
gram that the Boolarra Football and Netball Club 
selected myself and thirds player Peter Thomas 
to undertake. This program is called Captains 
Camp, a community based initiative focused on 
developing a new generation of leaders from the 
local sporting community.
This challenge was met with open arms from the 
local organisations who donated with spectacular 
liberality. We received generous donations from 
Boolarra Lawn Bowls, Boolarra Football and 
Netball Club, Boolarra Cricket Club, the Traral-
gon Amateur Basketball Association, and the 
residents of Boolarra.
Our efforts were then compiled together with 
those of all the other participants of Captains 
Camp, comprising some 4000 items with a total 
value of $80,000 raised by the Gippsland com-
munities, all to help disadvantaged youth in the 
western suburbs of Melbourne, Mildura, and 
Katherine NT. This outstanding generosity has 
astounded all those who took part, and we are all 
extremely grateful to all those who helped make 
this collection possible.
Words cannot begin to express the overwhelm-
ing gratitude that we have for the community of 
Boolarra and surrounding townships. These do-
nations will be greatly appreciated and will un-
doubtedly make brighter the lives of those less 
fortunate.

Katy Stewart

From left to right : Katy Stewart, 
Leanda Linn, and Maddie Banks.

You can see more collected sporting equipment in the 
background, Jamin and his crew came up hoping to fill 

one tandem trailer, but had to rethink their plans as 
the skippers just kept bringing in more stuff, thanks to 
the generosity of the average Aussie and Local Sport-

ing Clubs they will take back a truck load to share with 
underpriviledged Communities in Australia.

WANTED - NETBALL COACHES, TEAM 
MANAGERS AND UMPIRES

 for Boolarra Junior Teams 13 & Under, 11 & Under and 9 & Under
We are looking for people who would like to umpire, coach or help organise a team.  No expe-

rience is necessary, just a willingness to learn.  We will provide training courses, and we have 
plenty of resource books you can read.
Working With Children Check (WWC Check) will need to be applied for, free of cost.
For more information contact 
Jackie McGlade 0448 318 314 or 5169 6507, Faye Taylor 0427 696 585

Boolarra 
Netball Club 
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We are moving on to season 2014 and we are 
all keen to get back on the court and to being a 
stronger, more competitive club in all grades. We 
have already had coach selections for this season 
and we are very fortunate to have so much sup-
port in each grade.  Our coaches for next season 
are:
 Senior Grades
A Grade: Herbie Carter, Kristina (Doot) Jen-

nings, and Rebecca Crick
B Grade: Sue Mills and Ken Passalaqua
C Grade: Heather Notting
D Grade: Chris Loogman
 
Junior Grades
17 & Under: Jess Middlemiss and Cassie Hill
15 & Under: Monique Beamish and Darren Cor-

nell

So get excited and start your own fitness pro-
gram, or just walk and jog over the break so 
you’re ready when training starts next year.  The 
Season will start with our first game on 29 March 
and the Draw will be available on the websites - 
either Mid Gippsland or Boolarra.
Tryouts will be held at Boolarra on 29 January 

and also 5 February from 6:30pm to 7:30pm.  The 
Pre-season is looking to be held at Traralgon with 
a fitness instructor and also at Boolarra on the 
same nights (pre-season is compulsory).
The dates for these nights are:
12 February, 19 February, 26 February, 5 March 

(times to be announced).
Teams will be announced on 12 March, a few 

weeks before our first game.  Your chances of se-
lection are strengthened by your attendance to 
the pre-season sessions, so make yourself avail-
able.
 GO the Demons in Season 2014.
For more information join our Facebook group 

Boolarra Demons FNC or check the website.

You can see more collected sporting equipment in the 
background, Jamin and his crew came up hoping to fill 
one tandem trailer, but had to rethink their plans as the 
skippers just kept bringing in more stuff, thanks to the 

generosity of the average Aussie and Local Sporting Clubs 
they will take back a truck load to share with underpriv-

iledged Communities in Australia.


