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Boolarra was at its finest during the recent Folk Festival. Perfect weather, increased attendance and the 
beautiful town common contributed to the success of the day. The crowd was estimated to be close to 
the bumper Festival numbers of 2009, following the bushfires.  
With endless good humour, Rick Teychenne, Dan Clancey and Brett Van Hoorn worked to keep the 

music tight, the performers on song and the program on track. This year’s festival contained the high-
est amount of local musical content with a number of repeat performers and debut acts.  The calibre 
of the performers highlighted by Boolarra’s ‘own’ Karavana Flamenca - being accepted to play at the 
National Folk Festival in Canberra this Easter.  
Boolarra Primary School had a very creative stall coordinated by Karen Twomey and Leanne Emond, 

featuring student tiles, key rings, decorated seed pots and donated goods. Many school mums assisted 
with food preparations whilst their children developed their money-handling skills, serving fresh fruit 
salad with a smile.  The Boolarra CFA cooked up a storm and it was great to see the Junior Fire Brigade 
members helping their mentors. The queues formed all day at the Pony Club tent and all stalls were 
open longer than expected, due to the increased patronage. Kristy Mills is to be congratulated for her 
co-ordination of the market precinct.

Another great Australia Day celebration was had at Railway Park in Boolarra with 
around 120 people turning out to enjoy an egg and bacon sandwich and a chance to 
have a chin wag with friends they don’t run into often. 
It was perfect weather, and the park looked a treat. The trees have grown now, and 

are very attractive shade trees that are greatly appreciated by the crowd. The kids had 
fun with the games organised by Kath and Dan Aveling, including sack races, egg 
and spoon races and gumboot throwing. The older crowd members were kept on 
their toes with Australiana trivia questions. The CFA and other volunteers started at 
7:30am to ensure the hungry masses were very well catered for. 

2014 

Boolarra community award recipients. From left to right: Les Hunt, Di Billingsley, Jane Webster, 
Belinda Richards, Chris Wareham, Chelsea Stewart, Gary Mills, Ross Hall.

Continued page 2

Continued page 3

Ronald Edward takes to stage, 
Boolarra  Folk Festival.

Perennial favourite: drumming  to 
begin the music program.
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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 
Committee unless acknowledged as 

such. 

No endorsement of products or services 
is implied by the listing of advertisers or 

sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the committee 

takes no responsibility for errors.

THE BOOLARRA LINK 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The committee members are:
Luke Potter - Public Officer - Ph 0418 530 682
Helen Seales - Treasurer
Luke Potter - Advertising Officer
Sylvia Sauppe -Editor - Ph: 5169 6321
Alan Hall - Sub-editor
Tammy Richards - Photographer Ph: 5169 6328

Feedback, articles, photos & correspondence 
can be provided via email to  

BoolarraLink@hotmail.com  or by letter 
addressed to The Boolarra Link and dropped 

off with Gwenda or Roger at the 
Boolarra Post Office. 

‘The Boolarra Link’

Website: thelink.boolarra.vic.au

BOOLARRA LINK AdvERTISINg

Advertisements are in blocks of 8 cm WIDE 
x 10 cm HIGH

Blocks can be arranged side by side 
or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks -  $28.00

Additional blocks $28.00
BLACK & WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance.

The Festival would be nothing without the com-
mittee behind it. To highlight but a few of its 
members: Merrick Hilton organised the Festi-
val wine sales; Tracy Anderson collated and dis-
tributed all meeting minutes; Col Brick ensured 
all traffic management plans were in place and 
Kathy and Tim Ryan worked tirelessly leading 
up to - and on the day of the Festival - to ensure 
proceedings ran smoothly.  Twelve-year Festival 
veteran and President Ray Stewart enjoyed chat-
ting to the crowd whilst collecting donations and 
he is always very appreciative of the help that is 
given by locals and volunteers on the day.
The day was Boolarra’s chance to return a few 

favours with over 500 extra patrons attending by 
way of the free bus service offered to smoke af-
fected residents of Morwell.  Residents of the La-
trobe Valley and beyond can see that live music 
is encouraged, supported and appreciated in this 
district.  Thank you to all who contributed to the 
day.

Kate Reiske,
Publicity Coordinator
Boolarra Folk Festival.

From page 1

The great market atmosphere.Locals having a good time, playing in 
the marketeria at the Folk Festival.

'Horesey' taking directions!

 A warm welcome 
to the Boolarra Folk 

Festical.
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The day also the featured the 
Boolarra Community Develop-
ment Group Koffee Kart, provid-
ing tea and coffee to the crowd. 
The Kart seeks to provide train-

ing and employment opportunities to locals, and 
to provide a source of income to local community 
groups. If you are interested in booking the Kart 
for an event, contact Tracy Anderson on 0408 038 
769.
Cr Darrell White spoke movingly of the signifi-

cance of Australia Day, and the values it repre-
sents, and how these are reflected in our commu-
nity. 
After the presentation of the Boolarra Commu-

nity Awards and the raising of the flag and sing-
ing of the anthem people moved to the other end 
of the park for the opening of the Boolarra Bush-
fire Memorial Gazebo. 

The Bushfire Gazebo is the culmination of over 
two years work by Marietta Herni, assisted by 
Gwenda Pither and Jill Simmonds, with contri-
butions from RDV(Regional Development Victo-
ria), Latrobe City, the Mirboo North Lions and 
the Salvation Army. Russell Northe, MLA made 
a welcome visit as part of his busy Australia Day 
schedule to open the gazebo, and congratulated 
Boolarra on all we have been able to achieve as a 

community since the fire. Guests included John 
Mitchell, acting CEO of LCC, Laurie Paton repre-
senting RDV and Jenny Dentoom from the Salva-
tion Army.
There were a large number of nominations for 

Community Recognition Awards this year. This 
reflects the enthusiasm people have for being able 
to have their friends efforts formally acknowl-
edged in front of an audience of their peers. 
Once again it was a terrific range of recipients 

this year, with a number of the quiet achievers 
acknowledged, along with a number of people 
who have been closely involved in key commu-
nity activities such as the CFA and the Boolarra 
Folk Festival.
Congratulations to the following recipients in 

recognition of their significant contribution to 
the community:
Jane Webster
Through her tireless efforts in developing and 

producing an on-line newsletter for the Histori-
cal Society. This has increased membership and 
participation for the Society and promoted en-
gagement with other Societies.
Les Hunt
For his thoughtful and incisive contribution to 

a wide range of community groups in Boolarra, 
and the region, over many years. 
Belinda Richards and Chris Wareham
In establishing the’small town’ friendly, helpful 

service that the Top Shop epitomized, and for 
the extra care provided to needy members of the 
community.
Chelsea Stewart
For her ongoing contribution to the success and 

atmosphere of the Boolarra Folk Festival as a 
showcase of quality music and through her com-
mitment to our quality of life in coordinating the 
protest against coal seam gas.
Ross Hall
For his 41 years of service to the community as 

a member of the Boolarra Cemetery Trust.  He 

joined the trust on 12 June 1972, and held the 
position of Secretary and Treasurer from 19 Sep-
tember 1983 to 9 May 1989.  Ross retired from 
the Trust last year.  His knowledge of the local 
community proved invaluable on many an occa-
sion.  Some of the improvements he helped bring 
to fruition included:
•	 Identifying	graves	without	a	headstone
•	 Establishing	the	lawn	section
•	 Building	 the	 gazebo	 and	 the	 Remem-

brance Garden
•	 Establishing	 an	 environmentally	 friendly	

toilet, along with a storage shed and a water tank.
Gary Mills
For his tireless efforts to realize his vision for the 

Boolarra Pony Club as a top class regional facility, 
developing the skills of its members and with a 
tremendous reputation in the equestrian frater-
nity,
Di Billingsley
Recognising her outstanding work as Secretary 

of the Boolarra Fire Brigade over many years, and 
more recently as 1st Lieutenant of the Brigade 
and Junior Brigade Leader in the newly formed 
Junior Brigade.
Another great Australia Day.

Colin Brick, OA
Boolarra Community Development Group. 
With details of Ross’s award provided by Luke Potter.

Opening 
of the new 
gazebo in 

Railway Park.

Dressed for the occasion.From page 1
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It was described by a member of the Boolarra 
Cemetery Trust as one of the biggest funerals 
Boolarra has ever seen. 
How could this loveable, unassuming, quiet but 

sociable person (who could roll a fag in one hand 
while holding a stubby in the other), attract such 
a crowd? The following obituary answers part of 
that question. 
Doggie was born in Mordialloc on 25 July 1940 

to Alf and May Caldwell but was raised and spent 
his childhood in and around Boolarra with his 
brother Robert and sisters Betty, Patty and Gwen.
He attended the Boolarra State School and then, 

for a short period, Mirboo North High School.
After leaving school at the first opportunity, he 

worked with his father in the bush, initially cut-
ting pulp then selling tree ferns, before moving 
on to work in the local saw mills in Boolarra and 
Mirboo North for many years. With the demise 
of the local sawmills he found employment with 
the Country Roads Board, the Gas Plant in Mor-
well and at Loy Yang.
No matter where he worked, Doggie’s real love 

was for the bush. He had a thorough understand-
ing of it and could fell any tree with precision.
In 1966 he married Shirley and soon had four 

children – Dianne, Stephen, David (Dorrie) and 
Peter.
Over the years, Doggie joined nearly every 

sporting club that was operating in Boolarra. Al-
though not overly gifted with sporting ability he 
was always willing to have a go at any sport. He 
played football, badminton, tennis, darts, boxing 
and he wood chopped. No matter which sport he 
was playing, you could be assured that he would 
keep his team mates entertained.
He was a stalwart at the Boolarra Football Club 

initially playing for many years then helping out 
around the club, most notably as a goal umpire. 
Stories about his accuracy as a goal umpire have 
put him into the legendary status around the 

club. Needless 
to say, the de-
cisions always 
seemed to go 
to Boolarra’s 
advantage.
Doggie met 

Lyn Smith in 
1988 and they 
remained to-
gether until his 
death.
The shelves 

and walls at 
Lyn and Dog-
gie’s home are 
adorned with 
trophies and 

ribbons that he 

had won over the years, particularly for wood 
chopping, darts, cricket and football.
Doggie was a founding member of the Boolarra 

Footballers Cricket Club and was awarded Life 
Membership of the Boolarra Football / Netball 
Club in 1996.   
Doggie joined the Boolarra Fire Brigade on 5 

January 1959 and remained a member until his 
death.
In 1982 he was elected as a Lieutenant - a posi-

tion he held until 1994.
Doggie was the type of firefighter who every-

body wanted on their tanker. He knew the tanker 
and its capabilities inside out and he had intri-
cate knowledge of the local bush - he knew every 
bush track, creek, dam, gully, valley and hill and 
could accurately predict the direction of the fire 
spread. He was a real asset to the Boolarra Bri-
gade.
 On one occasion we were at a bushfire 

south of Boolarra in the 70’s when a young bushy 
tailed paid fire fighter who had just completed 
his training appeared on scene and started giving 
orders as to how we were to tackle the fire. “Why 
would we do that?” asked Doggie.
“That’s the best way to extinguish the fire” re-

plied the new recruit sharply.
“But if you do that the fire will burn down there, 

jump across that gully and with this wind will 
come at us from behind – we should hit it hard 
from that direction and we will have it out in 20 
minutes”
“Listen mate – I have been thoroughly trained in 

this type of firefighting – I’m in charge and you 
will do what I say”. “I’ll bet he went to university”, 
Doggie quipped to me.
Three hours later, and after nearly being caught 

NORmAN “DOggIE” CALDWELL
25 July 1940 – 3 December 2013

SuPPLIES OF FINE STEEL BuILDINGS

GARAGES & SHEDS 
CARPORTS

PERGOLAS & PATIOS
BARNS

FARM SHEDS
HORSE SHELTERS

STABLES
BIRD AVIARIES
CHOOK SHEDS

AspIRE gARAgEs- 5133 6911

513 PRINCES DRIVE MOR-
WELL

BOOLARRA PLANTS
Good quality ferns, elks, 

stags and tree ferns available 
at very competitive prices.

For enquiries, please phone 51696355

For a fun day with friends, 
have a home demonstration.

The Smallest, Smartest 
Kitchen

Thermomix

Please call Marietta on: 0427 548 554

Doggie with two 1972 woodchopping 
sashes.

We help people across Gippsland design 
and build their own websites.  We can 
help you build, or we can build a website 
completely for you. 

Global experience, local people. 
Reasonable rates.

Easy Peasy...

Contact Luke now

0418 530 682

luke@charlie-mac.com
web.charlie-mac.com
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H A Z E LW O O D
p R O p E R T Y

m A I N T E N A N C E
Small or Large Lawns

Gutters / Window Cleaning
Pruning / Weed Eradication

mark & sandra maynard

pH / FAX: 03 5163 1782
mOBILE:  0412 549 376

hazelpm@optusnet.com.au 

by the fire that came from behind us, Doggie with 
a self-rolled cigarette hanging from the corner 
of his mouth drove the Boolarra Fire truck past 
the young fire fighter.  As he drove past him they 
made eye contact but no words were spoken – 
Doggie just looked at him and shook his head in 
disgust and the embarrassed newly trained officer 
looked at the ground and his face turned red.
In 1983, the day after Ash Wednesday, fire start-

ed around Hernes Oak and travelled along both 
sides of the highway towards Morwell. The Bool-
arra truck was positioned as the most distant 
truck along a track with 5 or 6 other trucks. The 
plan was to stop the fire reaching Morwell and the 
Hazelwood Open Cut.
As the fast travelling fire approached us it was 

clear to see that we were in all sorts of trouble 

with flames roaring 40 feet into the air. Three fire-
fighters were on the back (Les Hunt, Ray Cox and 
me) with Doggie in the driver’s seat.
“Get us out of here!” was our scream.  
With the 3 of us lying on top of each other shel-

tering from the flames against the cylindrical wa-
ter tank Doggie, with a self-rolled cigarette hang-
ing out of the corner of his mouth, took off.
In the thick smoke he came to a padlocked gate 

“Don’t Stop Don’t Stop” we screamed from the 
back.
“She’s right”, he yelled
Ten minutes later the police waved us down at 

the Jane St bridge and helped us remove the gate 
from the front of the truck – and attached to the 
gate were 2 strainer posts one with hinges still at-
tached and the other with a chain and padlock 
still in good order. Apart from a few dents in the 
front of the truck and no red paint on one side, 
the truck survived the ordeal reasonably well.
In 1999, he was awarded Life Membership of 

both the Boolarra Fire Brigade and the CFA and 
in 2011 was awarded an Exemplary Service Status 
by the Boolarra Fire Brigade. 

Shortly before his death the current Brigade 
captain, Todd Birkbeck, and I visited Doggie to 
present him with his Boolarra Fire Brigade Life 
Membership Medal.
Doggie gave over 55 years’ service to the Bool-

arra CFA – a milestone truly appreciated by the 
Brigade. His 50 year Service Medal was presented 
to his grandchildren at the Boolarra CFA’s Christ-
mas Function in December, 2013.
The Boolarra Fire Brigade was fortunate and 

privileged to have such a knowledgeable, devoted 
and down to earth member like Doggie Caldwell.

Doggie proudly wearing his Boolarra Fire Bri-
gade Life Membership Medal that had been 
presented to him by Captain Todd Birkbeck 
and Life Member, Dave O’Brien

Doggie's Grandchildren pictured with Doggie's 50 Year 
Service Medal after the presentation - Back row - Joel An-
derson Front row L to R Maddison Smith, Lachlan Smith, 

Tahlee Caldwell and Lily Caldwell.

AmAzing AnAgrAmS!
Anagram: a word, phrase, or sentence formed 
from another by rearranging its letters: e.g. ‘An-
gel’ is an anagram of ‘glean’. More examples:
A decimal point = I’m a dot in place
A domesticated animal = docile, as a man tamed 
it
A perfectionist = I often practice
A telescope = to see place
Asteroid threats = disaster to earth
Anti-democratic = dictator came in
Alec Guinness = genuine class
Astronomers = moon starers
Barbie doll = I’ll bare bod
Chairman Mao = I am on a march
Circumstantial evidence = can ruin a selected 
victim
Clint Eastwood = Old West action
Election results = Lies, let’s recount
George Herbert Walker Bush = huge berserk 
rebel warthog
George W Bush = he grew bogus
Guinness draught = naughtiness drug
I think therefore I am = I fear to think I’m here
Intensive care = I can’t even rise
Jay Leno = enjoy LA
Jennifer Aniston = fine in torn jeans
Madonna Louise Ciccone = one cool dance musi-
cian
Mel Gibson = bong smile
Jim Morrison = Mr Mojo risin’
My ideal time = immediately
Narcissism = man’s crisis
Princess Diana = end is a car spin
Snooze alarms = Alas! No more Z’s
Sycophant = acts phony
The Apple Macintosh = machines apt to help
The president of Iraq, Saddam Hussein = press 
had to enquire if this man’s dead
Timetable = bet I’m late
Tom Cruise = so I’m cuter
Western union = no wire unsent
William Shakespeare = I’ll make a wise phrase
Year Two Thousand = a year to shut down

Try checking your name, address etc. for interest-
ing anagrams at http://www.wordsmith.org/ana-
gram/index.html !

Although Doggie was not highly educated 
through the schooling system he was a very 
knowledgeable man who liked the simple pleas-
ures of life. He could sum up a situation very 
quickly and in a very few well selected but simple 
words could offer sound advice.
Most of all, Doggie had a passion for people. 

He enjoyed the company and camaraderie of his 
mates and would do anything to assist them. He 
enjoyed telling a yarn over a beer and this was 
always accompanied by his unique little laugh. 
Doggie was a “Bloody Good Bloke”.
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ANZAC   sERVICE 

The community of Boolarra and District 
are cordially invited to attend an Anzac 
Service at Boolarra on Sunday 27 April 
2014 at 10:00am. The service will be held 
opposite the Hall at the RSL Memorial. 
All ex-servicemen and women and their 
families are particularly encouraged to at-
tend.
This service has been organised with the 
assistance and support of the
Morwell RSL. This is the 100th Anniver-
sary of the outbreak of WW1.
During the service there will be an op-
portunity to lay a wreath/flowers.
The service will be followed by light re-
freshments in the Hall.
If the weather is inclement, the service 
will be held in the Hall.

Roz Carstairs,
Organiser.

 TOp sHOp CHANgEs 
HANDs

We were all sorry to see Belinda & Warren leave 
our Top Shop, but with a growing family to care 
for and new adventures to be embarked upon, we 
wished them well when they sold the Shop late 
last year.  At the Australia Day Awards ceremony, 
it was great to see Belinda and her Mum Chris 
presented with acknowledgement Certificates in 
recognition of their great service at the Shop over 
the past few years, and they are not lost to us en-
tirely.
I asked Mick Miller how he and his wife Robyn 

were finding life in Boolarra, and he was quick to 
pay tribute to Belinda, who he says “has always 
been only a phone call away to help out if needed 
- thanks guys”. The transition has also been aided 
by the fact that most of the former staff has stayed 
on, with a couple of new capable additions.  Mick 
says, “We have 8 locals working part time. They 
have been a big help”.
Robyn and Mick have moved to Boolarra from 

Narre Warren – the rumour is that they’ve left 
their three adult children there because they 
wouldn’t move out.  This may or may not be true.  
Their previous businesses included new house 
cleaning and for many years they owned a fire-
wood and timber yard in Dandenong.  Mick said, 
“We have wanted to move further out for a while 
and looked at a few different locations. As soon as 
we drove into Boolarra to look at the shop, Robyn 
said ‘This is it’”.  Those of us who’ve lived here for 
a while understand those sentiments – we live in 
a lovely little village amongst a great community.  
Robyn has had experience running a café/lunch 
shop with her Mum many years ago. 
Mick adds “Life here so far has been pretty busy. 

The locals have also made it a lot easier making us 
feel most welcome”.  Some of the new innovations 

Honouring those that 
fought in WW1 

A Poppy Tile is to be attached to head-
stones of those who enlisted to fight in 
WW1. This is the 100th anniversary of 
the outbreak of WW1 in 1914.  If you 
know of a family member who enlisted 
and fought in WW1 and is buried at the 
Boolarra Cemetery.
 
Please contact Glenys Morgan on 51696721.

include fresh Thorpdale Bakery bread (which the 
writer can vouch for) and they will be introduc-
ing more cakes, sandwiches and convenience 
items. Mick & Robyn will also be putting up new 
community notice boards to clear the shop win-
dows and they, the staff and customers have all 
appreciated the installation of blissfully cool air 
conditioning. 
Mick says they are “looking forward to spending 

a long time here”.

Welcome to our community Mick and Robyn, 
we’re very pleased to have you.

Val Henderson.
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Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water. We 

specialise in premium quality
systems, backed up by old-fashioned

Customer Service.

LocaL company, based in 
mirboo north

Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add value to your home
•	 Save $$$ by feeding power into the grid
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
call andy now for a Free in-home quotation

phone: 0405 139 169
andrew@gippslandsolar.com.au
www.gippslandsolar.com.au

✴solar power    ✴ solar hot Water

Rail Trail News
In the past few months, in partnership with Boolarra Men's 

Shed and also the Wednesday Warriors, we have installed 46 
new bollards in Railway Park, Boolarra, replacing ones that 
had rotted below ground level. In the next few months, we 
intend to replace the remaining old ones. The bollards were 
painted just prior to the Folk Festival to spruce up the facil-
ity. 
using funds generously donated by the local Bendigo Com-

munity Bank, we have installed Emergency Markers along 
the length of the rail trail and also in Lyrebird Forest Walk.  
Each Emergency Marker has its own unique 3 x Alpha, 3 x 

Numeric code (e.g. GRT 001) that was agreed with Emer-
gency Services in Melbourne. Each marker has been accu-
rately plotted and placed in the database in Melbourne. 
In the event of an emergency situation, after dialling 000 and 

quoting the number of the Emergency Marker, the informa-
tion is sent to the relevant dispatcher. The most safe and fast 
route to the location has been entered into the database, so 
confusion about location and method of access should be 
eliminated. 
The Emergency Markers on the rail trail are every kilometre 

measured from the new arch at Railway Park and finishing 
just prior to the Brewery at Mirboo North, so they double as 
kilometre markers. Lyrebird Forest Walk has 4 markers, the 
locations agreed with Parks Victoria.  
This should make both facilities far safer for all users. We 

all hope that an incident will never occur, however when we 
conducted an audit, we saw the absence of Emergency Mark-
ers as a serious deficiency. 
 

Neil Cartwright, Secretary, Grand Ridge Rail Trail CoM.

BOOLArrA POST OFFiCE
 

7 Tarwin street, Boolarra  Vic  3870 
ph: 5169 6209  Fx: 03 5169 6523  
em: rgp@speedweb.com.au

Open:   Monday to Friday - 9.00 am to 12.00 pm & 12:45 to 5pm
Saturdays – 9.00 am to 11.00 am except long weekends when we will be closed on 

Saturdays
Supplying all Australia Post Products including Express, international, and registered mail,  

Stamps, Packaging etc.  Photocopying & Fax Service.  JP on site most days, appointments appreci-
ated to save you a wasted trip in.

Bill Paying  by cash, cheque or Eftpos. money Orders are available here. Ambulance applications 
and renewals are also available.  Travel money and Travel insurance can also be purchased here.      

      
Banking services are  available for most banks. need to send money overseas? Then we can help you 

do a Western Union money Transfer. Electoral roll Application forms are available here.
We stock a range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and gift ideas, not to mention the extra things 

like plants, the 5 cent box and produce  when available to raise money for the Stompers.
 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you are enti-

tled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery.

 greetings from the Post Office
gwenda and roger 

Boolarra post Office 
Natters

There are lots of things happening about the 
place at present. We always have a great day at the 
Folk Festival. That’s always a big day for Boolarra. 
Lots of market stalls and lots and lots of people 
come to enjoy the day. It’s a lovely thing to have 
the great music to listen to as you browse along, 
looking to see what you might buy, and also meet-
ing up with friends who also enjoy the day and 
come year after year. You don’t even have to worry 
about packing food to bring as there are lots of 
different food stalls to get your appetite going.
The school kids with the drumming are always 

fantastic to watch. There are lots of musical 
groups.
Football is about to get underway for this year. 

Let’s all get behind the Boolarra Demons in the 
football as well as netball. We want to see them up 
near the top this year again, don’t we? And then 
go on to win
There are quite a few new faces around town at 

the moment and new babies. 
It’s always nice to welcome new people to our 

town. We hope they stay a while and get involved 
in the community.
It’s hard to find days to get the grass mowed late-

ly with the weather the way it’s been. It’s like we 
don’t have enough to do without having to try to 
keep up with the grass as well. 
Haven’t the roses been beautiful again this year? 

The gardens in general have done well.
We have had a few fresh vegies to give away again 

which is always a nice feeling.

Gwenda.

Newly installed safety Emarker.
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HAZELWO OD
HEALTH CENTRE

BULK BILLINg
To ALL medicare Card Holders

Family  Medicine
Minor Surgical Procedures

Immunisations, Industrial  Medicals
Physiotherapy, Psychology

Visiting Paediatrican, Pathology

CONsULTINg HOURs
mONDAY - FRIDAY  8am - 5.30 pm

sATURDAY - 8am - 1.30 pm

5122 2555
9a gEORgINA pLACE CHURCHILL

“Caring Family Medicine”

HHCKnitting Yarns by Mail
Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au

Your one stop shop for the very best yarns,
knitting patterns, needles & accessories

Dolls wigging & mohair for Santas & craft

FREE catalogue now available
Yarns include silk, cotton, bamboo, wool, mohair,

alpaca, cashmere & sock yarns from leading brands -
Patons, Cleckheaton, Panda, Noro, 
Debbie Bliss, Heirloom, Eki Riva, 
Lana Gatto, Shepherd, Jo Sharp

plus our own exclusive range of hand dyed mohair yarn

114 Fox & Fanckes Rd,  Boolarra sth 3870
Open by appointment only

Online orders delivered free to Boolarra street addresses

stokesay@bigpond.com  
ph. Alison - 0408 992 927

BOOLARRA TRAIL 
BLAZERs 

The fabulous fitness fanatics of the Boolarra 
Walking Club have already started their activities. 
They have had two get fit walks around the Bool-
arra Oval and a special trip to Edward Hunter 
Reserve at Moe, followed by lunch at Silks Res-
taurant.
This concept follows on throughout the year with 

three local walks and a special walk each month. 
It’s a way to increase fitness, have fun and meet 
great people. Some other special walks will in-
clude: Morwell National Park (and koala count), 
Lake Hyland, Traralgon Railway Park, and our lo-
cal Lyrebird Walk. If you are interested to join this 
great group please ring John Lubawski on 5169 
6494. The group meets each Thursday at 9:00am, 
and usually finishes at 11:00am with morning 
tea. Special walks (with lunch) take a little longer. 
Come and join us and see how you enjoy it!

Enquiries: John 5169 6494.

Yinnar & District Community Garden 
The Helen McPherson Smith Trust, which 
provided the Yinnar and District com-
munity garden’s initial grant, has recently 
launched a ‘how-to’ Community Garden 
Manual. This details the process which 
Yinnar and District, Jindivick and several 
other gardens around Victoria have gone 
through and has already received wide 
acclaim as a very useful resource. There 
has been a flurry of publicity about these 
gardens on ABC local radio, Win TV and 
nationally on ABC Breakfast TV. 

sHARE IN THE pRODUCE! 
Are you wondering how to get a taste of 

some of the fresh berries, vegies and fruit pro-
duced at the community garden? Garden mem-
bers are entitled to a share of any excess produce 
not being saved for an event (such as Passata 
Day). The best time to collect your share is on a 
working bee day, when committee members can 
point you in the direction of what is ready for 
harvest. Currently available for members are:
- cucumbers
- squashes
- zucchinis
- green beans
- strawberries
- cherry tomatoes
- herbs
- kohl rabi (a purply-red root vegetable which 

tastes like a mild radish).
Membership costs $10 per year. Working bees 

are held on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the 

month, from 3 to 6pm during summer.

sEED LIBRARY
The Yinnar Farm and Hardware has recently 

launched a Seed Library in conjunction with the 

community garden. Little yellow envelopes and 
mini resealable bags are available at the hardware 
store. When donating seed to the library, just 
write what kind of seed it is and the date it was 
collected on the front of the yellow envelope. An-
yone can come and get the seeds free, and if you 
don’t have your own seeds to donate you might 
like to put a coin in the community garden tin. 
Chat to the friendly staff at the hardware store to 
learn how to save your own seeds!
For further information about the Yinnar and 

District Community Garden or to find out how 
to become a member, contact 
YinnarCG@telstra.com.

Rosemary Abetz-Rouse.

News of 
Yinnar & District 

Community garden

Strawberries picked from the 
Y&DCG on 6 January 2014

Produce picked from the Y&DCG on 8 February 2014.

Charlie-Mac Counselling

Counselling for children
At Charlie-Mac counselling
we focus on helping your 
child identify and embrace 
their individual strengths.

We specialise in Autism, ADHD, social difficulties, 
communication, developmental issues, 
toileting, separation, kinder/school transition, 
general behavioural issues.

We can help. 
 Call today on 0429 111 192 to enquire 
which of our therapists would be best suited to 
you and your child.

leanne@charlie-mac.com
www.counselling.charlie-mac.com
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Grand Ridge
Computer Services
*  New & Custom Built systems

*  Malware & Virus Removal
*  software sales & Installation

*  Advice & Assistance
*  Upgrades & Configuration

*  System Maintenance
*  Notebooks & Netbooks

*  Parts & Peripherals
*  printer Consumables

ph: 5169 6473
mob: 0429 696 473
grcs@internode.on.net

p O Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

AROUND THE TRAps...

“Good day to you Mrs Kanga”, said Mrs Wombat. “I 
hope you are doing your bit to catch the firebugs around 
the place. These humans need all the help they can get to 
prevent fires at this time of the year. All we have to do is 

keep an eye out for suspicious looking characters”.
“Yes, I have, and so has everyone that I’ve spoken to 

lately” Replied Mrs Kanga. “We don’t want our homes 
destroyed either. The grass is long in places and very dry 

so we must be careful ourselves too”.
“I wonder where that human is who delivers our mail. 

He used to keep an eye on things too” said  Mr Kooka-
burra. “I have caught glimpses of others doing it lately”. 
“Oh, I’ve seen him sometimes. I don’t think he’s all that 

well lately”, 
said Mrs Wallaby. “He’ll be back into it by Winter and 
then we will have to watch where we cross the roads. 

Look right, look left, and look right again, and if it’s safe, 
then go across carefully. And it’s very important to listen 

as well. Sometimes it’s easier to hear a vehicle coming 
before you see it out here in these hills, don’t you agree?”

Thank You.

Well, they are right about the postie, but there is light at 
the end of the tunnel we believe. 

There are many people who we wish to thank very much 
for all the support and care they have shown us over the 

last few months.
You know who you are, so be assured that all you have 

done is very much appreciated. It has taken a lot of pres-
sure off us in our long 

days.

      God Bless you all,

      Gwenda and Roger.

BOOLARRA gARDEN 
CLUB

Since the last Link, the Garden Club mem-
bers enjoyed a wonderful Christmas lunch at 
Jill and John’s on a very hot December day. 
The deck provided an ideal spot before and 
after our beautiful meal.
In January, we met to plan the activities for 
the year and we left Jill with a long list of 
ideas to follow up. The first outing was to 
Sherbrooke and the weather was kind after a 
particularly hot spell. Two very well known 
gardens were on the agenda. The Alfred 
Nicholas Garden was developed by the hold-
er of the patent for Aspro painkiller.  He built 
a mansion and created a 13 acre garden in 
the 1930’s.  It was shady under the Mountain 
Ash though there was quite a walk to the lake 
at the bottom of the garden. The garden is 
well known for its Rhododendrons and Azal-
eas and is a spectacular sight in autumn. The 
George Tindale Memorial Garden contains 
a number of rare plants.  It was established 
by scientist Alfred Tindale and his wife Ruth 

who bought the property in 1958. After 
George died it was bequeathed by Ruth to 
the Victorian Conservation Trust in memory 
of her husband. Of course, no trip would be 
complete without a visit to a nursery and the 
bus just happened to find one!
The rain was very welcome as the very hot 
weather had not been kind to our gardens. 
Many are complaining about their poor 
crops and blame the vagaries of the weather 
for the disappointing yields. I know I have 
sunburnt apples and pears so I do not have 
high hopes for them. Fortunately with gar-
dens, you can always start again so better 
luck with the Winter vegies we hope.
Some of the group are planning a short 
garden tour to the Macedon area where they 
will spend a few days exploring gardens 
there.  If you are a gardener and would like 
to be involved in any of our activities contact 
Jill Simmonds for further information.

Denise Schiller,
on behalf of the Garden Club.

Espaliered fruit trees.
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Over the last three months, the Men’s Shed has been a very busy place with sev-
eral projects on the go. We have made play furniture for the Primary School cubby 
house and also made a couple of painting easels and put new tops on three tables 
for the Play Group. The Boolarra and District Youth Theatre Group also requested 
that we refurbish their sandwich noticeboard.
During this time, we have also finished off our work on the new Gazebo in Railway 

Park prior to the official opening.  Just recently the boys completed one of their big-
gest jobs so far – replacing 27 bollards in Railway Park for the Rail Trail Committee. 
In the pipeline is another big job to erect a shed over the two concrete storage bays 
in the yard to house the Koffee Kart and the refrigerated coolroom trailers.
We were very pleased to receive a Grant from the Salvation Army for the purpose 

of installing a reverse cycle air conditioner in the administration area. This has al-
ready been greatly appreciated on a couple of the very hot days we’ve experienced 
lately and we are most grateful to the Salvos for this assistance.
Another great asset and assistance was also provided by the Beyond Blue organisa-

tion which donated a new laptop computer for our administration tasks, instead of 
various committee members having to work on their own aging and overworked 
PC’s. This will also provide an avenue for members who don’t have computers to 
access the various newsletters and information that form part of the activities at the 
Shed.
Another grant application to the Australian Men’s Shed Association Round 7 

Funding is being prepared to install solar panels, and yet another to Stocklands for 
equipment for our proposed welding/steel bay. When this is set up, we will gain a 
few more members whose interests lie in this area.
In February, we opened the Shed on Saturday mornings to see if there was any 

interest from men who can’t come during the week, but this didn’t produce any 
results. We may try this again later on in the year.
We have also celebrated the first anniversary of the opening of our Shed and reflect-

ed on how far we’ve come and what has been achieved in the past year. We are very 
happy with our results and hope for more mateship, humour and community in-

volvement through our activities 
for many years to come.  If you 
haven’t yet investigated the pos-
sibilities, come on down and see 
us between 10:00am and 4:00pm 
on Mondays and Wednesdays.

Jeff Henderson, 
President.

WOOL gROUp YARNINg

The Wool Group began meeting again in mid January after the 
Christmas break.  We consider ourselves very lucky to have such 
a great venue as the Multi-Purpose Building.  No matter what the 
temperature is we are very comfortable with the excellent cooling 
and heating. It’s usually more comfortable there than at home, and 
the excellent lighting is a big plus.
We’ve had very good attendances so far this year with lots of con-

versation as we catch up with our happenings over the Christmas 
break. 
We all enjoyed a lovely Christmas lunch last December at the Wara-

tah Restaurant and it was lovely to see lots of past members join us 
for this get together.
As usual we’ve been very busy with our knitting needles and pro-

ducing lots of items from scarves, blankets and the ever-popular 
socks are being produced by the many.
Since the Spotlight store has vacated from Morwell, quite a few of 

us enjoy purchasing our yarn from a local business run by Alison 
Craven of the Stokesay Mohair Farm.  Alison stocks a great range of 
yarns to tempt us all.
We welcome our new member Cheryl, and hope she enjoys many 

happy hours with us in the future.
Lorna has returned to the group after her nasty accident and we 

wish her well in her continuing recovery.
A few of our members, and some husbands and other family mem-

bers have been experiencing some health problems recently, so our 
best wishes go to them also.
If you think the Wool Group might be something you’d enjoy being 

a part of, we meet every Thursday at 11:30am in the Multi-Purpose 
building.  The membership fee is $10, which is paid at the start of 
each year and $2.50 per week to cover rent and housekeeping costs, 
etc.  We also have a charity tin we throw loose change in to support 
a local cause each year.  Another requirement is to bring something 
to share for lunch. If you’d like more information you can call me on 
0400 722 716.

Lois Thornton, 
Member.

BOOLARRA mEN’s sHED sHAVINgs 

The picture is of a ‘bunch of bears’ created by Lori.
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Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, 
Domestic Water 

Contact Dave for Free Quotes
Phone: 51 696 462    Mobile: 0428 696 462    Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au

Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley 
gravel

FRIENDs OF THE 
UppER mORWELL RIVER  INC.

Welcome home Catheryn after a long and interesting trip to Thailand. Thank you Alan 
for brush cutting on the tracks at the Falls. Brian McLure has been removing the drink 
bottles and cans from around the Falls area and has been most unimpressed by the 
quantity of rubbish he has had to remove. Fortunately, the campers have been better at 
taking their rubbish from both Apex Park and Primrose Park. We still have no progress 
on Apex Park but the new coordinator of the NEIP, Jane Lloyd from Latrobe City Coun-
cil, is going to write to DEPI and ask them to reconsider their refusal to allow us to do 
any work in the area. Whether DEPI acknowledge it or not, Apex Park is popular for 
fishing, camping and picnics and is a good point to access the river. It has been popular 
with locals for many, many years and it is a pity to see it deteriorate. Let us hope we can 
have some better news on this soon.

Denise Schiller,
Secretary, Friends of the Upper Morwell River Inc.

Delightful stretch of Upper Morwell River scenery, a few km below Falls.

Daisy Celebrates her 80th Birthday 
Daisy Hall of Budgeree was greeted by 44 friends and family at her 80th 

birthday celebration, held on Sunday 9 March. People came from far off 
places such as Sale, Melbourne and Canberra to enjoy an afternoon of catch-
ing up with old friends and to share stories. Clive Lines, Daisy’s son in-law, 
gave a great speech on the many years he had known Daisy.  Even though 
the party was supposed to be a surprise, her children Dianne, Leanne, Mat-
thew and Russell didn’t want her to have too big a shock on the day and so 
she was told of the party a day before. All had a great time.

Luke Potter.

Daisy at the party.
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Disclaimer.  The details provided in this directory were verified as best we could at the time of publication.   The Boolarra Link 
does not make any claims to the accuracy of this information, and does not endorse the quality of services or products provided 
by these businesses.  Some of these businesses are based outside of the Boolarra area but are keen to provide service in the local 
area.  We list these local businesses for your convenience.
For specific enquiries about this business directory, please contact Luke Potter on 0418530682  boolarralink@hotmail.com

PhOTOgrAPhy

Fizard Fotos, contact Tammy,  
Ph: 0429857151 or 0351696328,
email: fitzard@gmx.com

giFTS 

Jewellery Sales, contact Jenelle, 
Ph: 0400341544, 
email: jenjay.henri@bigpond.com
Boolarra Post Office, 
Tarwin St Boolarra, 
Ph: 5169 6209
Collections for the home, 
contact Helen or Greg, 
Ph: 5169 1750

BAnking

Bendigo Bank,  Mirboo North and 
District Community Bank Branch, 88 
Ridgway St Mirboo North, 
Ph: 5668 1231

STOCk CArriErS

LkJ Carriers & James Transport, 
Ph: 0428537684
Owen Livestock Transport, 
Ph: 0437 303 250

rEnEWABLE EnErgy

gippsland Solar, 
contact Andrew McCarthy, 
66 Ridgeway Mirboo North, 
Ph: 0405 139 169

PLAnTS

Boolarra Plants, 
55 – 57 Tarwin St Boolarra, 
Ph: 5169 6355

PET SErviCES

mobile dog wash,  Aussie Pooch Mobile, 
contact Suzanne Ross, 
Ph: 0447 527 248 or 1300 369 369,
Web: www.aussiepm.com.au 
mobile dog wash,  Hairy Clippers, 
Ph: 5197 7497

ACCOmmODATiOn 

Ponderosa Bed and Breakfast, 
contact Kate and Neil Cartwright,
 38 Guthries Hill Rd Boolarra, 
Ph: 03 5169 6592 or 0429 696 592, 
email: neil.cartwright@bigpond.com, 
www.bbponderosa.com.au

FOOD AnD CATEring 

Churchill hot Bread, 
Shop 6, Hazelwood Village 
Shopping Centre Churchill, 
Ph: 5122 3255
Boolarra koffee kart, 
contact Tracey Anderson, 
Ph: 0408 038 769, 
email: boolarrakoffeekart@gmail.com
Boolarra Store, 
Tarwin St Boolarra, 
Ph: 5169 6452
Craig young Butchery, 
90A Ridgeway Mirboo North, 
Ph: 5668 1632
Café Escargot, 
10 Old Nichols Rd Mirboo North, 
Ph: 5668 1589
viva Las veges, fruit and vegies
Ph: 5658 1266 or 0407568371
Webster’s Butchery, 
64 Main St Yinnar, 
Ph: 5163 1262

ArTS, CrAFTS AnD 
EnTErTAinmEnT

Fitzard Facepainting, 
contact Tammy, 
Ph: 0429857151 or 0351696328, 
email: fitzard@gmx.com, 
www.fitzardfacepainting.com.au
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Pin this on your wall or fridge.
For more up to date listings and to find more businesses in the local area, please go to 
www.business.boolarra.vic.au
Do your bit for our local economy, and the planet.  Support these local businesses.
BOLD listings denote current Boolarra Link advertisers.
Proudly brought to you by the Boolarra Link with the support of Frrr.

Acoustic Duet, 
contact Gayle and Phill, 
Ph: 0407526 514 or 0407 526 304 , 
email: gayle2903@hotmail.com, 
email: theguitarman@live.com.au
Park road Art Studio and gallery, 
contact Jenny Peterson, 
Ph: 5156 6240
knitting yarns by mail, 
contact Alison Stokesay, 
Ph: 0408 992 927, 
email: stokesay@bigpond.com, 
knittingyarns.com.au

FOrESTry / EnvirOnmEnTAL 
COnSULTAnTS

Devtree, contact Peter Devonshire, 
Ph: 0428 346711, 
email: peter@devtree.com.au 
www.devtree.com.au

FArm AnD FUEL

yinnar Fuel and Farm Supplies, 
52 Main St Yinnar, Ph: 5163 1240

FirEWOOD

Fantastic Firewood, 
contact Alan Hall, Ph: 5169 1573

BUiLDing AnD mAinTEnAnCE

Aspire garages, 
513 Princess Drv Morwell, 
Ph: 5133 6911
hazelwood Property maintenance,  
Ph: 5163 1782 / 0412 549 376 
Jag Cleaning and maintenance Services, 
contact Jacqui and Garry Healey, 
Ph: 51696600 or 0498600777
Brophy Carpentry, 
contact Brett, 
Ph: 0417914726
Farm work, fencing, welding, chainsaw 

work, welding, labouring, 
contact Mark Strobridge 
Ph: 0428745632 or 03 51 696 672

mowing and garden care.  Hourly, Daily, 
contact Ian Morrison, 
Ph: 0421 640 044 
guy’s Carpentry, 
contact Guy Meall, 
Ph: 0417326792, 
email: gmc_constructions@yahoo.com
JJh Contracting Services, 
email: jenjay.henri@bigpond.com
Plumber, 
contact Arnie Young, 
Ph: 5163 1511 or 0428 594 289 
Prosper valley gravel and Truck hire, 
contact Dave O’Brien, 
Ph: 5169 6462 or 0428 696 462
Prosper valley Excavations, 
contact Brent O’Brien, 
Ph: 5169 6780 or 0408 696 462
Evison Concreting, 
contact Rob Evison, 
15 Thropdale Rd Mirboo North, 
Ph: 5668 1918
Building and maintenance Service, 
contact Rod, 
Ph: 0409181823
Electrician. J.h. Fox, 
Ph: 51696754 or 0409356480

hEALTh AnD WELLBEing

Counselling for adults and children, 
Charlie Mac and Associates, 
contact Leanne Potter, 
5 Hopetoun Ave Morwell, 
Ph: 0429111192, 
email: leanne@charlie-mac.com, 
www.counselling.charlie-mac.com

gippsland massage and Wellbeing Centre, 
5 Hopetoun Ave Morwell, 5440 
Ph: 03 5134 
email: gippsmwc@gmail.com, 
http://gippslandmassagewellbeingcentre.
weebly.com/ 

hazelwood health Centre,  
9 Georgina Pl Churchill,  
Ph: 5122 2555

BUSinESS SUPPOrT, TELECOm-
mUniCATiOnS, COmPUTErS 
AnD WEB DESign

Traralgon Telstra Store, 
123 Franklin Street Traralgon, 
Ph: 5176 5666
JW Bookkeeping Services, 
contact Jenny Wedrowicz, 
Ph: 0438261517
grand ridge Computer Services, 
contact Merrick Hilton, 
Ph: 5169 6473 or 0429 696 473
Computer repairs and tutoring, 
contact Pauline Garood, 
Ph: 5169 6497 or 0412138325, 
email: pgarood@bigpond.net.au 
Web and app design, 
Charlie Mac and Associates, 
contact Luke Potter, 
Ph: 0418530682,  
email: luke@charlie-mac.com, 
web.charlie-mac.com

AUTOmOTivE rEPAirS

ken graeme motors, 
42 Burchell Lane Mirboo North, 
Ph: 5668 1360, 
email: 
kengraememotors@bigpond.com
new Churchill motors, 
contact Steven Abbey, 
8 Phillip Pde Churchill, 
Ph: 5122 1380
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BOOLARRA’s BURNINg IssUEs
BOOLARRA CFA NEWs

ArSOniST CAUSES ChAOS in OUr ArEA
Arsonists must be stopped! It is our community’s 

responsibility to be watchful and report all sus-
picious and unusual behaviour to the Police. The 
devastation that an arsonist, or arsonists, have 
caused in our area is catastrophic (both to infra-
structure and the effect on the lives of those living 
in our community and to our volunteers) and this 
serial pest must be caught and incarcerated for a 
long, long time. It is each and everyone’s respon-
sibility to be alert in the fire danger period. Please 
play your part.
OUTSTAnDing EFFOrT FrOm OUr 

mEmBErS 
With so many fires being deliberately lit in our 

area this summer, it has really stretched our capa-
bilities to the limits.
Our members have worked tirelessly over recent 

months to combat the numerous fires that have 
occurred.  The Hernes Oak, Driffield and Hazel-
wood and Yallourn Mine fires have seen our Bri-
gade’s greatest involvement. We have also turned 
out to many more deliberately lit fires in the area 
that have not received coverage in the media.
Not only have our members been willing to crew 

our 2 tankers and the ultralight for both day and 
night shifts for days on end, but have also filled 
numerous other roles including Mobile Commu-
nication Van Managers and Operators, Staging 
Area Managers, Strike Team Leaders, staffing the 
Local Command Facility at Churchill and com-
pleting Group Duty roles. 
Many of our members, together with our tank-

ers and ultralight, have also participated in many 
Strike Teams fighting fires across Gippsland from 
Westbury to the eastern border, including Cann 
River and Orbost.
SAnTA rUn A hUgE SUCCESS WiTh 

ThE kiDS
Our first annual Santa Run on Christmas Eve 

proved to be a great success with the children of 
Boolarra. Santa gave out bags of lollies to just few-
er than 80 of our community’s children who were 
very appreciative of seeing Santa on the fire truck. 
Our apologies to all those adults who were upset 
by the siren –Christmas comes but once a year.

SErviCE AWArDS PrESEnTED TO OUr 
mEmBErS
Several of our members were presented with Ser-

vice Awards by Operations Officer Shane Mynard 
at our Christmas Break up.
Bruce Billingsley received his for 20 years ser-

vice, Simon Pickett and Todd Birkbeck for 10 
years and Michelle Birkbeck and Miriam Pickett 
for 5 years.   
Dave O’Brien was humbled when he was award-

ed Honorary Life Membership of the CFA.  
Other eligible members who were not present 

were Pat Thatcher, Anne Edwards and Brett Ci-
antar (10 years) and Brent O’Brien (5 years). 
The highlight of the evening was the presenta-

tion of the late Doggie Caldwell’s 50 Year Service 
Medal to his grandchildren.  An appreciation of 
Doggie’s contribution to the Brigade was given by 
Dave O’Brien prior to the presentation. Brigade 
members were pleased that Doggie’s family were 
all present at the presentation. 
JUniOr BrigADE mEmBErS rEALLy 

kEEn
Members who have recently reached the age of 16 

have unfortunately had to leave our junior ranks 
but have quickly been replaced by new members 
who have been waiting in the wings for their op-
portunity to join. All members will learn basic 
fire skills as they progress through the program. 
Junior Brigade members are looking forward to a 
weekend camp at Licola in March. 
BE ThOUghTFUL WhEn FirE rESTriC-

TiOnS ArE rELAXED
Sometime in the near future Fire Restrictions 

will be removed. Please assess the dangers of your 
fire spreading before you light your piles.
SCRAP METAL BIN 
The Brigade would like to once again thank all 

residents who have deposited scrap metal in the 
bin. Your scrap metal is a major fundraiser for 
our Brigade that allows us to purchase equipment 
that makes our job much safer for us. Batteries 
can also be left on the pallet next to the scrap 
metal bin. Please Note - gas bottles must not be 
placed in the bin.
BOOLArrA CFA’S FOLk FESTivAL BBQ 

STALL WELL SUPPOrTED
Our thanks is extended to all those who bought 

food from the CFA Stall at the Folk Festival. 
Thanks also to all those members (including 
members of our Junior Brigade) who volunteered 
their time to work in the stall. 
nEW mEmBErS nEED-

ED
If you are new to the area 

or have been thinking about 
joining the Brigade nOW 
iS ThE TimE TO DO iT. If 
interested, please contact 
Dave on 0428 696 462. 

Dave O’Brien,
Brigade Community Liaison.

Some of the 1040 Strike Team fire fighters from Boolarra, 
Yinnar and Driffield Brigades who had just finished a 12 
hour shift fighting fires around the Hazelwood Open Cut.

Local brigades attempt to prevent the 
deliberately lit fire from jumping the 

highway at Hernes Oak.

Our CFA members and Doggie Caldwell’s family enjoying 
our Christmas break-up.

Right: Bruce Billings-
ley shares a joke with 

Shane Mynard after be-
ing presented with his 
20 year service medal.

Left: Dave O’Brien 
being presented with 

his CFA Honorary Life 
Membership Medal by 

Shane Mynard. 
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The Landcarers have had a few quieter months over summer. We have tried 
to keep up with our maintenance jobs at the Mill site. Peter Steller has been 
spraying the weeds on the tracks and Kristy Mills gave us some help with 
the weeding. Tony and Mick have been on the ride-on mower and Keith and 
Denise on the push mower. Our Saturday working bee achieved quite a bit 
- well you could see that we’d been there!  Malcolm and Tony were experts 
with the brush cutters but that is pretty tiring on a hot day. We’d like a few 
younger helpers as we’re all a bit over the hill and our numbers are few. We 
have been trying to think up money raising ideas as we cannot get any grant 

money for maintenance. Mowers need fuel and servicing and we need weed killer and other inciden-
tals so some on-going income would be good. If anyone has any good ideas let Linda Minter or Judi 
Edwards know.  We will once again have the Landcare trailer at the Folk Festival and hope to attract 
a few new members then. We are planning some more Saturday working bees as that might be more 
convenient to people. All helpers welcome.  It is good to see the dog walkers and others enjoying a 
walk in the bush.  Horse riders please observe the signs and don’t ride on the walking tracks.  Your 
compliance will help our maintenance.

Denise Schiller, Publicity Officer.

Phone: 5169 6754 Mobile: 0409 356 480

J.H. Fox
Lincensed   R.E.C 3822

Eletrical Contractor

Stove &Hot Water 
Repairs & Service
•	 Rual & Domestic
•	 Property Maintenance

Boolarra south Landcare group

Tony Minter and Mick Schiller preparing to mow at the Mill site.

DiD yOU knOW FOr
   $5.00 per class
you can learn how to: 

•	 Search	on	the	internet
•	 Create	a	free	email	account
•	 Send	photos	to	family	and	friends	via	email
•	 Start	a	Facebook	account	to	connect	with	family	and	friends	
•	 Start	selling	and	buying	on	eBay
•	 Got	yourself	a	tablet	or	iPad	and	need	help	with	using	your	gadget
•	 Get	your	typing	up	to	speed?

Come along to the Boolarra Primary School
Where there is a qualified tutor to help you
 Tuesday 3:30 – 5:30 during school terms.
The classes are run in a fun relaxed informal way of learning.

have a cuppa and make new friends.
Phone Pauline on 51696 497.

BOOLARRA
 sTOmpERs

RAIsINg FUNDs FOR CANCER

A new year and a new venture. This year we are 
having a break from the Relay for Life that we 
have done for 6 years now.  We decided to chan-
nel our efforts into our local Cancer Centre at 
Latrobe Regional Hospital. The way we will do 
this is to raise money for a specific item that will 
be something which will benefit the unit in some 
way. It is a worthwhile cause, because at some 
time in our lives some of us will use that Cancer 
Centre. We are trusting you will all support us in 
our efforts as you have in the past.
Our Christmas Raffle started the ball rolling 

along with a good fairy at the Folk Festival - the 
horse and cart ride man. Thank you so much. You 
are very generous.
We still have the purple box on the counter at 

the Post Office for those 5 cent coins. They keep 
on adding up, and the books help as well. We will 
have a Mother’s Day Raffle in May and an Easter 
Raffle, so keep your eyes open for the tickets that 
will go on sale soon. If we can get organised we 
might also have an event later in the year. When 
we have dates you will see a notice.
I’m pretty sure there will be another Big 

Morning Tea.  They have done well in the 
past. Thanks to Marietta for organising this for 
our group. So when the date is selected for 
that, put it on the calendar, in your diary and o n 
the fridge. Anywhere so you don’t miss out!
That’s all for now. until the next time.

Gwenda Pither, 
Team Captain for the Boolarra Stompers.
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Craig Young Butchery
Gourmet Meats

Specialising in bulk meats
Fresh Fish Friday

Have your stock slaughtered, cut-up, 
packed & frozen to your requirements

Phone Orders Taken
90 Ridgway, Mirboo North

Ph:  5668  1632
Superb Spit Roasts 

& Catering Available
Proprietors:  Fiona & Craig Young

CHURCHILL  HOT  BREAd
For ALL your

BREAD & PASTRY
requirements

HOT pIEs
Take-away Cappuccinos

& Lattes
Now available

CATERING  AVAILABLE
monday to Friday - 7am - 5.30pm
saturday & sunday - 7am - 2pm

5122 3255

KEN gRAEmE mOTORs
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, mirboo North 3871

ALL mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

phone/Fax:    5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester                     
& service Centre

Despite 2014 being well and truly underway, 
I would like to wish all community members 
a Happy New Year, and I hope that the festive 
season was an enjoyable time with family and 
friends.
Of course the Australia Day celebrations are a 

great way to commence the year, and it was pleas-
ing to see our local Australia Day events being 
so well attended by people of all ages. It is always 
terrific to see such exuberance when it comes to 
celebrating our national events, and this year’s 
Australia Day celebrations were no different.
I made my way to a number of community 

events during the course of the day and all were 
fabulous services and testament to the many or-
ganisations that host such wonderful occasions. 
Australia Day is also a time to recognise the fabu-
lous community service that so many dedicated 
people give to our communities each and every 
single day.
A number of people were recognised on the day, 

and I would like to congratulate all those who 
were nominated for, and received Australia Day 
Awards this year, and commend you for your ac-
tions that led to your nomination. It is an oppor-

tunity to celebrate the fantastic achievements of 
extraordinary people and highlight the work that 
they do each and every day, for the good of our 
towns and residents.
On the same day I had the pleasure of represent-

ing Deputy Premier and Minister for Rural and 
Regional Development, Peter Ryan to officially 
open the Boolarra Bushfire Memorial Gazebo.
Following the 2009 bushfires, the Boolarra com-

munity received $8,000 from the Community Re-
covery Fund (CRF) for a bushfire memorial.  The 
Boolarra Community Development Group was 
given responsibility to undertake this project.
The project involved construction of a gazebo 

with seating, tables, landscaping, a memorial 
plaque and an electric barbecue.
In addition to the $8,000 received from the CRF, 

a further $16,625 was provided through the Vic-
torian Bushfire Appeal Fund (VBAF).
As part of the Australia Day celebrations a citi-

zenship and award ceremony was held at Kernot 
Hall Morwell, with a number of local residents 
taking out Australian citizenship. 
Whilst some residents have been in Australia for 

many years, others are relatively new to our coun-
try and region and we wish all our newest citizens 
the very best for a successful life in Gippsland.
unfortunately our region is currently grappling 

with a number of fires and it’s timely to recog-
nise our amazing CFA personnel and volunteers 

for their extraordinary efforts.  Many of our local 
CFA teams have been very prominent in tackling 
some very challenging and complex fires and you 
just have to admire the courage and dedication 
constantly on display.
We are also now at the point of the 5 year an-

niversary of the Delburn and Churchill complex 
of fires that hit our region in January and Febru-
ary of 2009. Many communities and individuals 
are still in recovery mode but one can only be 
amazed by the leadership and resolve of many in-
dividuals and community organisations over this 
period of time. We have come a long way since 
February 2009 but there is still more to do and I 
know many are working extremely hard through 
this recovery phase. 
In the same context, it’s important to recognise 

the efforts of CFA, career firefighters and vol-
unteers during the 2009 campaign fires. We are 
blessed in this region to have wonderful person-
nel serving our community in this capacity and 
we do thank you for your efforts ongoing. It’s also 
a timely reminder that each property owner takes 
on the responsibility in ensuring they have a fire 
plan in place in the event that a fire hits our re-
gion.

Hon. Russell Northe MP,
Member for Morwell.

Boolarra Book Club
Boolarra Book Club meets at 4:30pm 

on the first Monday of each month. 
We enjoy coffee, afternoon tea, a formal book 
discussion (we’ve often discussed the book a 
lot before we start), followed by a shared light 
tea, finishing around 8:00pm. We have already 

started with ‘Here on Earth’ by Tim Flannery, 
an argument for hope by avn eminent environ-
mentalist. There will be nine more books this 
year, and an evening to share our favourites with 
others, as well as a film night.
We have a variety of books – novels, travel, and 

an occasional serious factual book to keep us 
aware of the world around us. We have several 
new members and room for a couple more. If 

you are interested, please ring Robern Lubawski 
on 5169 6494
…Why not come along one Monday and see if 

this kind of evening interests you?

With thanks, 
Robern Lubawski.
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Happy C amp ers
The Boolarra Happy Campers group has had an-

other trip away - this time to Stratford.  No, it’s 
not so far away but it’s away, and that’s what we 
are about:
getting away for a social few days, good company, 

good food and a good time.
We all need it from time to time to balance our 

lives. The size of our group 
grew to 24 this time. Not everyone in vans, but a 

couple of cabins as well.
Once at Stratford, where the lovely caravan park 

is beside the Avon River, we had 
our usual Friday night gathering for chatting, a 

drink or two and lots of laughs.
Saturday saw some exploring in the area. My 

goodness, there is a big area to
explore. There’s Maffra, Briagalong and around 

Stratford itself. Some just stayed behind at the 
park and lazed about as often happens on our 
trips. Dinner that night was at the local pub where 
we enjoyed ourselves. We wandered home and 
dropped into bed. What a great day. 
Sunday saw more exploring and more resting as 

well. This was followed by a cook-up for dinner 
that night, as happens on our trips.
To most people’s dismay, we had to return to 

Boolarra on the Monday.
We are trying to plan our next getaway and it 

might be to Korumburra or down that way next 
time.
Stay tuned for information and join us if you can.

Gwenda.

These are from the most recent 
trip in March 2014 to Stratford. 

There were
10 sites plus 3 cabins this time.

Our first camp at Montana 
Caravan Park up towards

Licola.
From the cook-up 

night at Tarra Valley. 
There were 9 sites
used for this one.

The camping trip to 
Rawson in June.  We 

had 7 sites and 2
cabins this time.
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VLV have been delivering organic produce to homes in the 
Boolarra district for over 5 years, delivering  fresh, 

certified organic products of the finest quality, 
each and every Friday.

On line ordering via web page, or you can  email or phone 
for availability list.

Certified Organic & Biodynamic 
Fruit & Vegetables

Paul Healey
Phone: 5658 1266 Mobile: 0407 568 371

email: vivalasvegies1@yahoo.com.au
www.vivalasvegies.com.au

 
JJJWWW   BBBOOOOOOKKKKKKEEEEEEPPPIIINNNGGG   

SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEESSS   

ABN: 38 295 226 620

Phone Jenny on 0438 261517 

or email: jennwedz@gmail.com 

 

 

�
�
�
�

 

•	 Onsite	&	Offsite	Services
•	 Bookkeeping
•	 Payroll	services
•	 BAS	Preparation	&	Lodgement

1st Yinnar had a great time celebrating their 90th birthday 
in November. Guests included Bob Taylor (Chief Commis-
sioner), Alan McCrae (ARC Scouts), Local Member Russel 
Northe, Queen’s Scouts Phil Williams (our first QS!), Keith 
Morrison, Craig Millsom, Max Sauppe and Michael Saulle 

as well as past Leaders Herb Smith (VL), Ian Blake (SL) 
and Shirley Bolwell (Guides). Adrian Walker (son of our 

first Scout Leader and namesake of our Rover Crew, Martin 
Walker) was also in attendance. 

Highlights included a display inside the hall of scouting 
memorabilia including old uniforms, badges, Jamboree col-
lectibles, photos etc, a display by the Martin Walker Rover 

Crew including ‘Marty’ the mudbash buggy, a display of Cub 
and Scout billycarts, a game of ‘Pickles’ with Bob, a catapult 
challenge run by our Queen’s Scouts, our 25-year-old tradi-

tion of the toilet seat sponge toss, production of a commemo-
rative banner with everybody’s handprints, and a fantastic 

dinner prepared by our Rover Crew.

1st Yinnar Scouts

We’ve been to the Boolarra Folk Festi-
val. We had a great day selling Monster 

Raffle Tickets and playing our wet 
sponge toss and had several enquiries 

from prospective members.

90th birthday celebrations at  the 
Yinnar Scout hall.

Four of our past Queen’s Scouts Max 
Sauppe, Keith Morrison, Phil Williams 
(our first QS!) and Craig Millsom cut-

ting the birthday cake.

Examples of scouting 
memobilia.

Group leader Colin Richards, Russell North MLA and 
Bob Taylor Chief  Commissioner of Scouts Victoria at the 

90th celebrations.

Construction 
of catapult to 
launch wet 

sponges! at the 
90th celebrations.

1st Yinnar have had an exciting 
start to the year with the Scout Troop 
back home in our own hall. We held a 

Group Family Camp at GWS Anderson 
Scout Park, in Officer, which included 

canoeing, rafting and swimming, messy 
games run by the Rovers, a camp oven 
roast for 42 people prepared by Rovers 

visiting from Tasmania, and a geocach-
ing activity prepared by Sylvia. It was 
a great weekend with Cubs sleeping 

in the Troop tents with the Scouts and 
lots of opportunities to get to know the 

newer families in the Group.
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Homemade Mediterranean Cuisine
Escargot and Non-escargot meals

Homemade cakes & desserts with a difference
Now also  serving High Tea
Open 7 days a week 
10:00 am to 8:30 pm

Licensed
10 Old Nichols Road 

2.5 km out of Mirboo North 
off the Grand Ridge Road

Phone - 5668 1589

Jag Cleaning & 
MaintenanCe ServiCeS

•	 Fully	insured
•	 Police	check
•	 cleaning
•	 handyman
•	 carPert	cleaning
•	 deodorising

aBn	84	341	891	261	Jag777000l

Email: jag_services@bigpond.com  
       Jag	-	cleaning	&	maintenance

Gift Vouchers Available 
for Christmas

Phone: 0498 600 777

We’ve also been busy moving the Rov-
er den and the old Q-store and ripping 
up the old concrete slab to make way 

for our new Q-store shed which is cur-
rently under construction!

On Monday 3 March, we went out Red Cross Calling in 
Yinnar, raising around $600 for the Red Cross. This was fol-
lowed by a BBQ and a Cuboree information night for Cubs 

and Parents. On Thuesday 11 March we raised around 
$480 in Boolarra for the Red Cross. 

BOOLArrA mEmOriAL hALL inC.
The Boolarra Memorial Hall continued to provide an excellent venue 

for various local organisations and outside groups during 2013. The 
Hall Committee were successful in obtaining a Community Grant 
from Latrobe City Council in November to upgrade the toilet floor in 
the men’s toilet. This was followed by a successful application to the 
Boolarra Community Development Group for financial assistance to-
wards doing the same in the ladies’ toilets. The Committee is grateful 
for both grants. As a result, the Hall has new, safe and easy to clean 
surfaces in both toilets.
The Committee welcomes back our regular hirers. You too could be-

come a regular hirer for just $10 an hour. There are table tennis tables 
and indoor bowling equipment just waiting for a group to use. This 
includes use of the foyer kitchen for a cuppa.
The Hall has comfortable heating and cooling facilities. Because of the 

power saved by having solar panels we have increased the value of your 
dollar in regards to the heating and cooling in the main hall and stage. 
The cooling unit in the kitchen is free!
I wonder how many of the community realise what running costs are 

incurred every week. Consider this: insurance, power, water, sewerage, 
green waste, toilet and kitchen supplies need to be covered and so far 
the Committee have managed this well with regular hiring. So keep 
the Hall in mind for that next special occasion. Also, the kitchen is of 
commercial standard and can be hired at an hourly rate. There are also 
tables, chairs, crockery, cutlery and tablecloths for hire at very reason-
able rates. Rates can be viewed at the Top Shop.
The Hall Committee would like to thank Robyn and Mick, the new 

proprietors of the Top Shop, for continuing the tradition of having the 
booking book and keys held at the shop.
We of course also thank Belinda and Chris for their support of the 

Hall in the past.
New members are always welcome on the Hall Committee. Our meet-

ings are short and held every month on the third Thursday at 7:30pm.
Contact people are Roz Carstairs on 51696445 or 0429383686, or 
Robern Lubawski on 51696494.
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 20 March at 7:30pm.

Roz  Carstairs,
Secretary.

WARm Up WITH

FANTAsTIC FIREWOOD
generous Ute Load

Unsplit 
but ready-to-burn

$75
phone Alan for 

 FAsT DELIVERY

5169 1573

We participated 
in the Australia 
Day celebrations 
in Yinnar, raising 

the Australian flag 
to commence the 

formalities.14 members participate in Clean Up Aus-
tralia Day in Yinnar. Our participation over the 
years has shown dividends with the amount of 

rubbish collected each year diminishing.
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Boolarra & District 
Horse 

& Trail Riding Club Inc
Another year begins.
First of all, we would like to congratulate all the lo-

cal fire brigades involved in the recent fires.  Guys and 
gals, you have done a wonderful job and your team 
work is just brilliant.  Well done.
Mick has continued to run his ‘unofficial’ weekly Sun-

day rides. These rides encourage more riders every 
week and as a result more riders are joining the Club. 
The rides offer people the opportunity to enjoy their 

horses and gain an insight into our Trail Rides without any obligation to join the Club.  Rider safety is 
taken into consideration at all times if all people riding on the day are experienced riders, they can have 
a trot and canter along the way if they wish; however, if there is a timid or beginner rider present on 
the day, their needs are also taken into consideration and the ride is conducted accordingly. If anyone 
is interested in joining in on one of these rides, please feel free to contact Mick. 
February 23 had us heading off to Wirilda Park and what a great turn out we had, on one very perfect 

day.  Riders from Neerim Junction, Stratford and Maffra joined in on our ride, while seven support 
members attended to help out and share lunch and a chat with us.
Paula was the lead rider, which was a little daunting for her, having just gone through the fires herself.  

However, she pulled it all together and we headed off straight up the hill behind the pumping station 
heading towards Moondarra Dam.  The January break showed on a few horses, with the first hill test-
ing their fitness.  Arriving on top of the ridge was magical.  You could see Morwell (unfortunately still 
under smoke attack), Traralgon, Churchill, APM, and Yallourn Open Cut.  The view was spectacular, 
although the smoke did remind us all of not so good times.  On top of that ridge however, it was clear 
and we couldn’t smell the smoke, which was a pleasant change. 
We arrived back at Camp to a beautifully cooked lunch, thanks to Jean and Linda.  Everyone mingled, 

had a feed and chatted on for quite some time, while the kids had fun in the river. 
Our March ride takes us into new unfamiliar grounds, the Blue Pools area around Briagolong, capably 

led by Glenn.  We are sure this will be breathtaking for those who haven’t visited the Blue Pools before.
April will see our annual trek to Snake Island take place with 17 riders participating this year. This ride 

is always great fun. The cat-
tlemen make everyone feel 
welcome and the food they 
serve up is pretty good too.
Our thoughts go out to all 

the Morwell residents who 
have been bathed in smoke 
for such a long time.
until our next adventure.
“Happy Riding”

Di Sharman,
Treasurer.

Top and right photos from Wir-
ilda Park Ride.

Churchill 
neighbourhood Centre

The Churchill Neighbourhood Centre/Gumleaf 
Quilters are holding their 5th Bienniel Quilt and 
Craft Exhibition on Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 
September 2014. Features of the Exhibition are 
the Quilt Challenge and  Photography competi-
tion with the theme ‘In The Beginning’. The ex-
hibition includes quilts, crafts, wedding gowns 
from yesteryear, stalls and demonstrations - in-
cluding Leanne Church from Echidna Sewing 
Products demonstrating Machine embroidery. 
There will also be a Men’s Shed display. 
The Exhibition will be held in the Federation 

university Auditorium, Churchill from 10:00am 
to 4:00pm daily and costs $5.00 for adults with 
children free. Light lunch and Devonshire Teas 
will also be available. Everyone is invited to enter 
the Exhibition and share their craft with others.
Contact Jean or Henry on 5122 2955 BH or 5122 

2237 AH, or email them at 
churchillnc@bigpond.com 
The Churchill Neighbourhood Centre also run 

classes in computers , creative writing, numeracy 
and literacy, and  patchwork. There is also a Book 
Club.  Evening classes include painting, Tai Chi 
and patchwork. Call in and talk to us about what 
you are interested in.
Contact Jean or Henry on phone 5122 2955 BH 

or 5122 2237 AH, or email them at 
churchillnc@bigpond.com.  More details at 

WWW.churchill.org.au. Find us too on Facebook.
 

Jean Baudendistel,
Event Coordinator CNC.
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Boolarra Football 
Club 

FOUNDATION CLUB m.g.F.L. 1935
WEB sITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to thank 
their valuable sponsors for season 2013 and welcome them 

back for season 2014 we ask that you get behind these businesses 
as they support our community club. 

Prorent, Tony Antonelli Accounting, Lincon Hire & Services, Boolarra Pub, Anish Parekh 
The Good Guys, Mirboo North & District Community Bank, Slater & Gordon, Boolarra Fish 
Farm, Gibson Groundspread, Latrobe City, Owen Transport, Yinnar Community Hotel, 
Morwell Club, Boolarra Post Office, Trafalgar Mens & Boyswear, Tradeweld, Valley Trophy 

Centre, Soroptimist International, Strzelecki Plumbing, J Smith Motors, Monacellars Wine & 
Spirits, Palms Apartments, Prosper Valley Excavations, Valleywide Tree Services, Windmill 
Ag, Riviera Display Kitchens, Mirboo North Golf Club, Kennedy Haulage/ Driffield Quarries, 
Prosper Valley Gravel, G & C Plasters, Out of Dough, Willaton Transport, BJ Bennett & Co 
Real Estate, Onsite Welding Services, Benson Timber & Hardware, Latrobe Valley Funeral 

Services, Bellebanne, Gatts Panel Works, Willys Bobcat hire, Homepak, Norm Oliver 
Butchers, GM Conveyancing, Young Signs, Pazzaz Printing, Latrobe Eyecare, 

Samantha Brick Health & Massage, Russell Northe, McDonalds, Morwell 
Tenpins, KFC Churchill, Future Flicks, Massaro Motors, Alfresh 2 Go

Boolarra 
Netball Club 

FOUNDATION CLUB m.g.F.L. 1935
WEB sITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

We have had a positive start to the season with lots of girls attending 
the try-outs and good numbers continuing at pre-season training.
Once again, we will be able to field 6 competitive teams in the 

Mid Gippsland Netball Association Competition thanks to all the 
hard working people that are constantly recruiting new players and 
coaches.
Congratulations to Monique Beamish and Jess Middlemiss for 

achieving their Level One umpiring and also to Cassie Hill, Jess 
Middlemiss and Monique Beamish for gaining their coaches quali-
fication.
Katy Stewart and Pete Thomas and support crew recently attended 

the graduation evening for Captains Camp - a fantastic new leader-
ship initiative that they both participated in last year. 
The first game of the season will be on 29 March at home against 

Yinnar. We are guaranteed a tough match straight up.  So for a day 
out come to the park, socialise and support your local club.
Social Rooms
The kitchen will begin serving meals from 13  March in the Social 

Rooms, with a good and varied menu.  Annie and her team will be 
cooking up a storm on Thursday nights and most home games on 
Saturday nights.
For any queries, catch up with someone on the Netball Committee.

President: Ann Reiske      0427696451
Secretary: Emma Carter  0408166964
Treasurer:  Faye Taylor    0427696585

Boolarra Junior Teams (Churchill In-
door Netball Association)

This season, Boolarra will be fielding a 13 and under team and an 
11 and under team.  We will also have a good number of girls keen 
to attend the netsetgo program for 5 to 10 year olds.
CINA will not be running a 9 and under competition this year as 

clubs are struggling to find players of that age, and will instead be 
running a netsetgo Program.
Netsetgo is a three part skill development program that starts with 

Net -  5 to 7 years learning netball related fundamental motor skills 
with fun music, dance and games, Set - 8 to 10 years being a part of 
modified netball games with a focus on fun and teamwork and then 
Go is when they play in the team competitions.
Coaches for the Junior Teams for this season are Gabrielle Francis, 

Cherry Prior and Jackie McGlade and, with lots of parent help of 
course, we will have a fantastic season.
For any queries with Junior Netball contact 

Jackie McGlade    0448318314
Gabrielle Francis   0417975082

Welcome everybody to Season 2014 of the Boolarra Football Netball Club. We 
wish everyone a great season with lots of fun and success. We would like to wel-
come all new players, sponsors and supporters to our Club and hope they enjoy 
their time with us. Boolarra Football Netball Club would love to see new members 
of the community and surrounding areas, so come along and support our Club.
The Boolarra Football Netball Club was very saddened at the recent loss of Life 

Member, player and very passionate supporter Norm “Doggy” Caldwell. Condo-
lences go out to the Caldwell family and Lyn and her family and his large extended 
family at the Football Netball Club.
The Club would also like to make the announcement that 2011 Senior Premier-

ship Coach Tony Giardina will be staying on as coach for a Club record breaking 
sixth season at the helm of the Club and assisting him as Reserves coach for season 
2014 will be 2011 Premiership captain Simon Buglisi who will be coaching for the 
first time. The Thirds will be coached by Rob Beamish this season in his first year 
of coaching as well.  Rob has been involved with the Club since playing Juniors and 
we wish him all the best in his coaching. 
On Friday 28 February 2014, the Senior and Reserves squad travelled to Woodside 

for a practise match under lights which went very well and on Saturday 15 March, 
at Boolarra Memorial Park, the Club plays Nilma Darnum in all grades of football 
and netball. The official Mid Gippsland season gets underway early on 29 March 
when Boolarra play Yinnar at home. After the game, the Club will have DJ Havana 
Brown and a ‘fat frogs’ night at the Club.
The committee of the Club would like to thank all the helpers who assisted at the 

2014 Boolarra Folk Festival at the BBQ which is a really great fundraiser for the 
Club. The Club is also seeking helpers for the canteen this season and also trainers 
to help out on training and match days at the Club. All members of the community 
are welcome at the Club as training is now on Tuesday and Thursday nights and the 
social rooms are open with meals being served on a Thursday and Saturday nights 
after home matches.
The draw for the first half of the MGFL season is Round 1 Yinnar (home), Round 

2 Trafalgar (away), Round 3 Newborough (home), Easter weekend off, Round 4 
Mirboo North (away), Round 5 Hill End (home), Round 6 Thorpdale (home), 
Round 7 Yarragon (away), MGFL Interleague vs Ellinbank FL, Round 8 Morwell 
East (home) and Round 9 Yallourn North (away).
The Club will be holding a 1983/1984 Reserves Premiership reunion on 26 July 

at the social rooms (Yarragon home game). If you played in either premiership 
please contact Graeme Colbert as he will be chasing you for help in organising this 
reunion.
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In the attached Photo are our A Grade, Grand Final contenders for 2013,
Back row L – R: Caitlyn Passalaqua, Carlie Woodbridge, Claire Tatterson, Erica Peters, Carly Jen-

nings, Kate Duxbury, and Coach Rebecca Crick.
Front row L – R: Kristina Jennings, Nicole Donelan, Nicole Jennings, Anna McGlade, and Stephanie 

Wilson.  

2013 A grade Roundup 
Our A Grade team had a great season in 2013, again welcoming new and returning 

players into the side. At the end of the home and away season, the girls were sitting 
in third position entering the finals series. During the first week of finals, the girls 
came up against Morwell East, who had beaten them twice in the home-and-away 
season. The match was hard fought and played in great spirit, with Boolarra win-
ning by the slightest of margins, courtesy of a goal after the final siren. This victory 
led them into a Semi-Final match the next week against top placed Mirboo North, 
who Boolarra had beaten by narrow margins during both their encounters during 
the season. Again the match was a nail biter, with Boolarra trailing for most of the 
game. A hard fought final quarter resulted in another narrow two point win by our 
girls, giving them the first Grand Final berth of the finals series. The Grand Final saw 
Boolarra facing Morwell East and despite their best efforts, the girls were unable to 
come away with the win after a disappointing first quarter. Finishing the 2013 season 
as A grade runners up was a huge achievement by the girls, who are determined to 
go one better in 2014.

BOOLARRA pONY 
CLUB

Once again, we have experienced extreme heat in 
the summer period. When the weather is forecast 
for 40+ degrees, it would be sheer madness to run 
a Gymkhana in that type of heat - for the riders, 
horses, judges and spectators. This resulted in us 
postponing the ‘Boolarra Royal Gymkhana’ from 
2 February until Sunday 20 April (Easter Sun-
day), fitting in with Cricket and Football use of 
the recreation grounds. Make it a date in your di-
ary and come on down for a look at this popular 
event in our community, showcasing our beauti-
ful town and the excellent facilities we provide to 
horse enthusiasts and competitors.  
 In late February, we held our annual beach ride 

at Reeves Beach, near Woodside. This is a very 
popular event on our pony club calendar. The 
weather was perfect and the kids, horses and sev-
eral adults had a great time. Once a year, one of 
our bigger kids (Maurice Papa) gets to play in the 
sand and demonstrate his horse riding skills as 
trail boss for the day. Huge thanks to both Mau-
rice and other adults for supervising at this very 
enjoyable outing.  
Our enthusiastic and capable crew manned our 

refreshment tent at the Folk Festival, providing 
the usual delectable delights to gormandizing 
gluttons and starving stallholders.  This is another 
fundraiser for our Club, and we are always grate-
ful for the patronage.

 
Gary Mills,
President, Boolarra Pony Club.

Reeves Beach, Pony Club excursion.

Y i n n a r  F u e l
 &  F a r m  s u p p l i e s

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

gREAT RANgE – gREAT sERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

& free produce delivery too! . . .

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03)  5163 1240
52 main street

Yinnar  Vic  3869


