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Boolarra Shop Shenanigans
What an entertaining time it has been recently for shop 
customers as they followed the changing scene in the 
Coffee Shop window!  Since the Coffee Shop rejuvena-
tion and the disappearance of the real estate advertise-
ments, there has been a regular scene depicted in the 
window. Sometimes it is advertising items for sale from 
the local wool and quilting groups, fundraising by the 
Red Cross and more recently celebrations of Halloween, 
followed closely by Melbourne Cup.
The Melbourne Cup scene featured a shop-oriented 
‘field’ with appropriately named runners, which this 
writer found very amusing and relevant. We believe 
‘Ukulele’ trained off after a recent entry into the ‘Uke 
Muster’, and was a scratching.
Robyn and Mick and their staff, some old, some new, 
have upped the ante of products available for purchase 
and seem to be doing a steady trade in the Coffee Shop. 
Regular specials are offered by way of dinners, special 
fish availability, Thorpdale bread, cakes etc.  Regulars use 
both the Coffee Shop and the outside tables, including 
locals and visiting cyclists and motorists.
Like our Post Office, the Shop is also a meeting point for 
locals where jolly conversations happen and information 
is exchanged by way of the several large noticeboards. 
The facelift both inside and outside the shop has bright-
ened the streetscape. A lot has been achieved in less than 
twelve months since Robyn and Mick joined our com-
munity and we thank them for their efforts.

We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all contributors and advertisers of 
the Boolarra Link for their support over 
the past year.  Your support ensures that 
we can share the stories of Boolarra now 
and into the future.  In addition, I would 
personally like to thank the tireless work 
of the Boolarra Link committee in dedi-
cating considerable time every quarter in 
getting these stories to you.  
So from all of us here at the Boolarra Link, we like to wish you and your 
family a very Merry Christmas and a joyous and safe New Year.  We look 
forward to bringing new and interesting stories in 2015.

Luke Potter
President, on behalf of the Boolarra Community Newspaper Inc committee



The Boolarra Link - December 2014Page: 2

DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 
Committee unless acknowledged as 

such. 

No endorsement of products or services 
is implied by the listing of advertisers or 

sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the committee 

takes no responsibility for errors.

THE BOOLARRA LINK 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Committee members are:
Luke Potter - President - Ph 0418 530 682
Helen Seales - Treasurer 
Alan Hall - Secretary
Helen Seales - Advertising Officer
Sylvia Sauppe -Editor - Ph: 5169 6321
Alan Hall - Sub-editor
Dave Holt - Proof reading
Tammy Richards - Photographer Ph: 5169 6328

Feedback, articles, photos and correspondence 
can be provided via email to  

BoolarraLink@hotmail.com  or by letter 
addressed to The Boolarra Link and dropped 

off with Gwenda or Roger at the 
Boolarra Post Office. 
‘The Boolarra Link’

Website: thelink.boolarra.vic.au

BOOLARRA LINK AdvERTISINg

Advertisements are in blocks of 8 cm WIDE 
x 10 cm HIGH

Blocks can be arranged side by side 
or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks -  $28.00

Additional blocks $28.00
BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance. Phone: 5169 6754 Mobile: 0409 356 480

J.H. Fox
Licensed   R.E.C 3822

Electrical Contractor

Stove &Hot Water 
Repairs & Service

•	 Rural & Domestic
•	 Property Maintenance

         BOOLARRA COmmUnITy CAROLS 
In THE PARK
Friday 19 December 2014

Free BBQ from 5:30pm
Performance start at 6:45pm

followed by carols led by B.U.G.
And A vISIT FROm SAnTA

BYO drinks, chairs and rugs

meet at the memorial hall if raining
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2014 mirboo north & district 
Community Bank Branch Grants 

Presentations

A great year for the Com-
munity’s Bank

Community Benefits Grow

On 14 October the Mirboo North & District Community Bank 
Branch ‘Grants Presentation Night’ was held at the Walter J. 
Tuck Reserve in Mirboo North. Grants totaling close to $27,000 
were presented to 10 lucky community groups from three com-
munities: Mirboo North, Boolarra and Yinnar. All groups were 
well represented, with up to five members present to celebrate 
the receiving of a grant. Staff and directors of the Mirboo North 
& District Community Bank Branch were also on hand to share 
in the occasion.
Presenter Jan Head said: “Tonight is in a real sense the highlight 
of the year for our Community Bank, because it represents the 
major reason for our Bank’s existence. Although we place strong 
emphasis on providing excellent banking services and on earn-
ing dividends for our shareholders, our most important activity 
is to return the profits we make to the communities of Mirboo 
North, Boolarra, Yinnar and their Districts in the form of com-
munity grants. And since tonight is only the third opportunity 
for us to do this, we have been really looking forward to it.” 
After the presentations, most people stayed to enjoy a ‘cuppa’ 
and do some networking.
The 2014 Mirboo North & District Community Bank Branch Grants Recipients were: 
Mirboo Recreation Reserve, Boolarra Football/Netball Club, Mirboo North Kindergarten, Boolarra & District 
Horse & Trail Riding, Italian Australian Seniors Group, 1st Yinnar Scout Group, Mirboo North Golf Club, 
Yinnar & District Housing Development, Mirboo North Community Energy Hub and last but not least, the 
Yinnar & District Preschool.

We hope to share news of their projects with you as they are being progressed during the coming year.

The community‘s support for the Mirboo North & 
District Community Bank has grown even further 
this year. Business is up, profits are up, and grants and 
sponsorships back to the community are up. That’s 
how it works. The more business we do in our Bank, 
the more the Bank can give back to the community. 
The wonderful news is that shareholders will receive 
their second dividend since the Bank opened four 
and a half years ago. 
Dr Marg Lynn, newly elected Chair of the Bank 
Board, said it was fantastic to be able to say thank 
you again to our original investors, the hundreds of 
members of the three communities of Mirboo North, 
Boolarra and Yinnar who had faith in the Commu-
nity Bank model, and bought shares to provide the 
initial capital that enabled the creation of the Com-
munity Bank. 
Marg noted that shares are available for purchase 
for new or existing shareholders, and contact can be 
made with Anne Marie Dieperink by those interested 
at srcel1@bigpond.com or on 0428 844 298.
The dividend was announced at the Community 
Bank’s AGM in November by the retiring Chair, John 
Harris, of Yinnar. Presentations were made by five 
of the community organisations who received grants 
last year, describing the huge benefits derived by the 
community from such grants, and the value-adding 
by group members through their labour and addi-
tional fundraising.
Groups who spoke were the Mirboo North Play-
group and Toy Library who were able to enlarge their 
sandpit, and showed beautiful photos of the children 
enjoying their new space. Yinnar Scouts constructed 
a secure storage shed, and demonstrated the major 
volunteer team involved in its stages of development.

All representatives of Community Bank Grants recently awarded at 
Mirboo North Football Club.

Thank you! The clearly quite pleased Boolarra 
and District Horse and Trail Riding Club at the 

award night.
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Boolarra Cemetery Trust
We have received lots of information on the 15 men 
who served in World War I. However, we are still 
looking for information on the following:

Robert Lee,
Frederick Roberts,
Thomas Bunston,

Oswald Mills,
George Croft and 
George Witham.

Please help us to complete the ‘Poppy Tile’ project! 
All documents will be handled with care, copied and 
returned to the families.
The trust will not know of the results of our applica-
tion to the Department of Health for funding to seal 
the driveway at the Cemetery until April 2015! The 
wheels of government turn very slowly!
Pre-sale for Cemetery plots - on 1 July each year, 
the Department increases prices in line with the 
Consumer Price Index. If you are interested in pre-
purchasing a plot for future use, please contact me on 
5169 6721 to check on availability and current prices.

Glenys Morgan, Secretary.
5169 6721.

vale michael (mick) 
Crowley 

07/10/1941 – 21/09/2014

Mick and his wife Pam came to 
Boolarra in February 1993. They 
had just returned from 12 months in 
New Zealand where Mick had been 
working for Massey University. Mick 
continued to work at Monash Univer-
sity for the next two years but decided 
on early retirement so as to have more 
time for his two great loves - garden-
ing and bush walking. He loved to sit 
on the front veranda – book in hand and a cup of coffee – quietly listening to the birds and sounds of the 
bush. But he was also fond of a chat and many would stop and say hello as they passed by.

He soon became interested and involved in some 
community projects, and was on the committee for 
the Boolarra to Mirboo North Rail Trail. Around this 
time Michael and Denise Schiller arrived in Bool-
arra. The two Micks took on the task of rebuilding 
the steps down to the Morwell River Falls (no mean 
feat!) and this was the start of a great friendship. 
Mick was also an active member of Landcare and 
spent many happy hours working with this group.  
His children have inherited his love of the bush and 
have spent many happy hours walking the tracks of 
the Mill Site that he helped to make and maintain.

Forever in our hearts Mick – Pam and family.

The two Micks, building tracks at the Morwell River Falls.

At the Mill Site, Landcare project.

The fashion parade was a great afternoon and we raised $225, which will help sup-
port needy families here in Australia. Our first fundraiser for 2015 will be the sale 
of spring bulbs in February. This has been an excellent fundraiser in the past as 
we received 50% of the total sales. If you are interested in ‘renewing’ your garden, 
please contact me on 5169 6721 to receive a catalog and to place your order.

 Have your received a Christmas card yet? Don’t forget to save your stamps 
over the Christmas period and leave them at the post office! This is an ongoing 
project, and the resale of stamps raises thousands of dollars each year!
 Many thanks to everyone who has supported the Red Cross during the last 
twelve months. Your ongoing support has been greatly appreciated. Best wishes to 
everyone for a safe and festive season.

Glenys Morgan, Secretary.
Ph. 5169 6721.

BOOLARRA FRIENDS OF THE
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vale John Fern (Ferny)
31/12/1931 – 30/09/2014

Long time Boolarra resident, John Fern, who has in recent years been living in 
Cranbourne, died on 30 September after a long illness. He was laid to rest in 
Leongatha.
John was born in Toora to George and Florence Fern, and was the second eld-
est, and oldest boy, of their five girls and four boys. He had a hard but happy 
childhood. He told the story that when he was a kid if he was naughty his father 
would put him in a big cardboard box on the veranda and leave him there, and 
John was afraid the foxes would come and eat him. I doubt if it stopped him 
being naughty. However, when his father died, he took on the responsibility of 
looking after his Mum and his sisters and put them through school.
He was a very hard worker and, even after having half a lung removed, worked 
as a share farmer in a number of places throughout Gippsland. It was at this 
stage he gave up smoking. As a share farmer out Boolarra South way, one day he 
came across a dead cow in a dam that had been there several days. As he slowly 
tried to haul it out, fag in mouth, the cow burst, discharging unspeakable filth all 
over him. John said that after that every time he tried to smoke it brought back 
the taste and memory. 
He was also a keen fisherman, and one day went to visit his married sister, aim-
ing to do some fishing in the area. His brother-in-law’s sister, Shirley helped 
to button up his fishing outfit. They looked in each other’s eyes, and the rest is 
history.
John and Shirley got married in 1972 and settled in Boolarra. They had two 
daughters, Barb and Heather, and, after Shirley, they were the apple of his eye - 
followed by his immaculate garden and vegie patch.
The other great love of Ferny’s life was the Boolarra Football Club. He was 
involved in the Club for over 30 years, and that is how I first came to meet him. 
One thing that stood out about John was his professionalism, which is unusual 
in trainers at small clubs.
He had his own rub down oil mixture – and always heated the oil and his hands 
before starting and, always had a towel over his shoulder to rub off excess oil 
when he had finished. Ferny went down and got some training from VFL train-
ers, and he obviously made good use of his time because he understood the 

layout of the muscles and tendons and had the knack of working out the sore 
spots/corkies and pulled muscles, and could tape up ankles and shoulders with 
the best of them. 
John was passionate about the game and the Club and he always talked footy as 
he rubbed players. He was also very knowledgeable about the game, and Dave 
O’Brien, who coached Boolarra in the 1970’s, says he often provided valuable 
insight into how to handle particular opposition players.
John told me the story of how he handled one particular player. Barry Bouchier 
from Yallourn North was a giant of a man. One day he had pole-axed a young 
Boolarra player and John was quickly on the scene. He and Barry exchanged a 
few heated words, and John swung and hit him with his trainer’s box, dropping 
him to the ground. In John’s words, he then quickly scampered from the ground.
John was normally friendly and well mannered, and a great club man. If a player 
needed additional work, he would meet them at the Clubrooms to give them a 
bit more of a rub.
He was always a great advocate of giving the kids a go, and supporting them; see-
ing them as the lifeblood of the Club. Even after finishing as trainer, he contin-
ued helping out with the juniors for several years, working with Noel Richards 
running the junior team.
John finished his active involvement with the Club around 1985, but even close 
to 30 years later when we would visit him in Cranbourne, he would be aware of 
who the new players were and would be full of questions about how such and 
such was going, and what the prospects were for the coming season.
John and Shirley also provided after school care for generations of Boolarra kids. 
He was a great role model. He really enjoyed being with the kids, showing them 
what he was doing in his workshop, and getting them to help in his wonderful 
vegetable garden, often by stamping on the nasty snails, and telling them stories 
as they worked together. He would say if he had his way he would adopt all the 
kids that he and Shirley looked after, because he loved them all.
In closing, John led a simple life but was really happy with it. He took great pride 
in his wonderful vegetable garden and keeping the lawns neat and tidy. And he 
loved his family and was well liked and respected by the Football Club and com-
munity.

Colin Brick.

New activities are on the agenda at the Shed. The guys have been chipping away at the construc-
tion of the Shed to house the community asset trailers for some time now. Having finished this, 
they are now pressing on with fit-out of the steel/welding bay. We already have several members who are 
keen to make use of the new facility and several others have expressed an interest in joining when equipment 
is available. Funding opportunities are being explored to assist with new equipment for the steel bay, but in 
the meantime, the bay is being lined to ensure fire safety.
Other woodwork projects which have been commenced and/or completed at the Shed during the past few 
months have included a mobile chook pen which was sold by helpful Jo at Yinnar Hardware, a couple of 
fancy-looking dog kennels and a prototype coffin. We’ve had a lot of interest in the coffin and casket and have 
a waiting list. We have researched the legalities of using these caskets and coffins for burials and cremations 
and also price differences. Any firm orders for these will need to be accompanied by a considerable deposit. 
Consideration will need to be given to the thoughts of relatives regarding use of these coffins and caskets and 
also where they might be stored. Unfortunately, the Shed will not be able to offer storage space.
Smaller projects have included tool and utensil carry trays, puppy amuser/feeders, deck and garden items 
such as small wooden wheelbarrows and wishing-well plant holders, chopping boards, horseshoe hangers, 
welcome signs and wine racks. One of our members also restored an old fashioned bag trolley.
Members have a wide variety of interests and we are always open to suggestions of activities and projects.  If 
you or someone you know think you have something to offer the Shed, or that the Shed has something to of-
fer you, we are open on Mondays and Wednesdays between 9:30am and 4:00pm.
This is a Men’s Health initiative and there are sheds Australia wide, as well as across New Zealand and the 
United Kingdom and Ireland.

Jeff Henderson, 
President.

BOOLARRA mEn’S SHEd SHAvInGS 
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We help people across Gippsland design 
and build their own websites.  We can 
help you build, or we can build a website 
completely for you. 

Global experience, local people. 
Reasonable rates.

Web Design

Contact Luke now

0418 530 682

luke@charlie-mac.com
web.charlie-mac.com

vale david Frederick 
Carstairs

20/12/1946 – 24/10/2014

David was born on 20 December 1946 at Bairnsdale, 
to Florence and Eric Carstairs of Lakes Entrance and 
welcomed by his sister Delma. The family lived at 7 
Orme St, Lakes Entrance -across the road from his 
paternal grandparents, David and Emily Carstairs 
of 8 Orme St. As a child, David grew up in a boat-
building environment as his grandfather built 
boats in the shed at 8 Orme St. His early childhood 
memories were the boats, morning tea at Nana’s, 
Euchre round the table, opening oysters on the tank 
stand, family gathering round the table at Nana’s, 
keeping birds, making underground cubbies in the 
back yard, his first boat, his dog ‘Lucky’, swimming 
and surfing.
At the tender age of four years and two months 
David had his first day at Lakes Entrance Primary 
School. Being very young when he started school, 
David wasn’t very enamoured initially with school 
life, but despite this he soon flourished in a learning 
environment. David made many life time friends 
over his school life. One of whom was Charlie Raw-
linson. They weren’t in the same class, as alphabeti-
cally they were miles apart. When they started at 
Bairnsdale Technical School they both had to travel 
on the bus - albeit different buses. Charlie told me 
the girls looked better on Dave’s bus so he swapped 
buses and a lifetime friendship was born.

Dave started at Bairnsdale Technical School in 1958, 
completing the first four years with praise for his 
determination and great effort which had produced 
a notable improvement in his results. The last two 
years was a Diploma Course and David chose Auto-
motive Engineering and finished with a satisfactory 
year’s work and a comment that he was a bright, 
well-mannered and co-operative student.
While at Bairnsdale Tech, Dave was involved in one 
of the first film making courses offered in a state 
school. The First Year Diploma students of 1962 
wrote, produced and edited a film called ‘Odd Man 
In’. A love of photography and film stayed with Dave 
all his life. The latest was a starring role. Charlie 
made a video of Dave making a vintage car wheel, 
from go to whoa.
Dave completed his Technical School education 
and was awarded a small scholarship to assist him 
in his studies doing Mechanical Engineering at 
Swinburne. Leaving the small seaside town of Lakes 
Entrance and living in Melbourne was a big step. 
Dave remembered seeing Jeffrey Smart’s painting 
‘Cahill Expressway’ with a lone figure standing in the 
landscape which encapsulated how he felt when he 
first went to Melbourne. He boarded for a while then 
later shared a house with friends.
It was while he was studying his Mechanical En-
gineering that he met Roslyn who was studying 
teaching at Melbourne Teacher’s College. They met 
in April 1966 and married in July 1968. On their first 
real date he was a bit taken aback because Ros of-
fered to ‘go Dutch’ with the cost of the meal. It must 
have made some impression because their relation-
ship lasted 48 years through thick and thin.
 David chose to train as a maths/ science teacher 
and after completing a year of training he had to be 
prepared to be appointed anywhere in the state. His 
first appointment was at Corio Technical School but 
after about a month there he was shifted to Hamil-
ton Technical School in 1969. Later that year they 
welcomed their first son David William. 
David needed to complete his Mechanical Engineer-
ing Diploma having not quite passed two subjects. 
One of the places offering the subjects he needed 

was in Gippsland, so he applied for a transfer and 
was placed at Morwell Technical School at the be-
ginning of 1970. It was during this year David and 
Roslyn welcomed their second son, Robert Andrew.
 David remained with the Education Department 
until the end of 1980, when, after much considera-
tion, he resigned in February 1981 and began his 
wheelwright work. He had a 1926 Chevrolet Supe-
rior K Roadster and every week he went to night 
school at Morwell Tech just so he could use the lathe 
to produce the spokes for the wheels. It was at this 
point he began an engineering business known as 
‘D & R Carstairs Engineering’. In the 30 years he 
worked on wheels, not one customer was dissatisfied 
with his workmanship. The same can be said for all 
the other projects he worked on - certainly a record 
of which Dave was quietly proud.
With their family complete, Dave and Ros were keen 
for the boys to grow up in a rural environment and 
of course there had to be room for a very large shed. 
In 1975, Dave and Ros bought 5 acres in Piggery Rd, 
Boolarra. Dave and Ros built their house in 1977 
and moved in on 7 December of that year. A lit-
tle while later that very large shed was built. It was 
certainly the place for Dave to bring to fruition all 
the projects he had in mind. For Dave, his home and 
family were indeed his castle for almost 37 years.
As a master craftsman Dave could turn his hand at 
almost anything he set his mind to. The range and 
complexity of his work was staggering - wheel lights, 
goblets, moulds, velocipede, buggy, tables, chairs, 
vintage and veteran wheels, serving wagon, gazebo, 
working wooden clock, boat restoration, shelving, 
trailers, outdoor setting, chariots, electronic double 
bass, one twelfth-scale model of our house, spa mark 
1 and 2, designed his opal ring, rocking chair, jarrah 
hall tables, boat silhouettes, deck chair, campaign 
chair, screed boards and supervising the building 
of our family home. As a wheelwright David could 
restore any veteran or vintage car wheel presented to 
him. He was a true craftsman when it came to doing 
the spokes. Each spoke was turned one at a time on 
the lathe. No fancy machinery needed. All he asked 
of a client was to provide a good sample spoke, the 

VLV have been delivering organic produce to homes in the 
Boolarra district for over 5 years, delivering  fresh, 

certified organic products of the finest quality, 
each and every Friday.

On line ordering via web page, or you can  email or phone 
for availability list.

Certified Organic & Biodynamic 
Fruit & Vegetables

Paul Healey
Phone: 5658 1266 Mobile: 0407 568 371

email: vivalasvegies1@yahoo.com.au
www.vivalasvegies.com.au
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rim size and the hub measurements. He worked 
on over 50 types of veteran and vintage wheels. 
At the age of 16, Dave started planning his inven-
tion, a Rotary Pump and at 18 he was the youngest 
engineer in the office at Dunlop Aviation.
Dave was a talented teacher and mentor, always 
looking for the opportunity to pass on his knowl-
edge in an interesting and informative way. Dave’s 
forte was jig design and he could build a jig for just 
about anything. He was just as talented at working 
out formulas for various situations or problems. 
Dave was always interested in furthering his skills 
and knowledge and completed a course on Hy-
draulics and Pneumatics at Yallourn Tech. He was 
an exemplary student and his lecturer noted that 
he wished all his students could show the same 
skill. Dave’s personal interests revolved around 
boats, photography, crosswords, maths problems, 
the family tree, writing, good conversation and a 
cold beer and storytelling. He quietly went about 
sharing his knowledge and skills with his com-
munity. However his greatest love was his home 
and family- wife Roslyn, sons David and Robert, 
daughter-in-law Tracy, sister Del, nephew Ian and 
his wife Rachel and grandchildren Hayley, Aidan, 
Russell and Ella.
In February 2013, Dave was diagnosed with 
cancer and was told from the outset that he would 
have a tough battle. After almost six months of 
chemotherapy, the cancer was kept at bay enough 
for Dave and Ros to enjoy a couple of road trips 
together. One to Adelaide in September 2013 and 
Perth in December 2013. In May of this year Dave 
was once more unwell and with the care and sup-
port of his family was able to stay at home until 
the last few days. Dave passed away peacefully at 
Latrobe Regional Hospital on Friday, 24 October 
knowing that all of his projects were all complete 
and that his family loved him very much. 

(This is an edited version of the Eulogy written and 
given by Ros).

September, October and November have been great 
months for us to get out and about in gardens. We 
have been very spoilt having visited many magnificent 
gardens. In October, we went to Neerim South and 
visited ‘Picardy’ and ‘Balgowan’. These were both large 
gardens.  Picardy was modelled on Monet's garden 
but of course evolved in its Australian setting. It is a 
beautifully manicured garden, quite formal in style. It 
began in 1993 so has some lovely mature trees often 
planted as avenues or copses. There is a dogwood 
walk and an avenue of crab apples. The orchard had 
old apple and quince varieties. There is a vinyard and 
a trufferie. Featuring beautiful roses, peren-
nials, shrubs and bulbs, carpets of Hellebores 
and bluebells, this is a wild garden set amid 
the beautiful rolling hills. Balgowan is a much 
older garden  with some trees 120 years old. The 
present house was built in 1903 and most of the 
garden has been planted since then. There are 
some very big trees here, Redwood, Sequoia, 
Pines, Cedars, Elms, Oaks and a Moreton Bay 
Fig. The orchard also has very old trees: walnut, 
hazelnut, pear and cherry. The croquet lawn was 
all set up and there were newer areas to explore.
In October, we were back in the same area to 
visit ‘Tall Timbers’, which was a very, very big 
garden. Its owner was an engineer and had 

constructed water features and bridges around 
which much of the garden developed. He had 
left an area of bush, which had a good-sized 
creek running through it. This provided the 
water for all the rest of the garden. When 
we reached the top, the tall timbers were all 
around us. He could not really tell us how big 
the garden was: ten to twenty acres or so!
Our other visits were to less extensive gardens 
although they were generally still quite size-
able. Their passionate owners were happy to 
share their experiences with us, and we often 
came away with cuttings, clumps of iris or 
plants dug out. Roses this year are blooming 
well and one garden had amazing camellias. 
The owner was a commercial apple tree grower 

and grafted varieties of apples. He also bred camellias 
and had hundreds of varieties in his garden. There 
was plenty of inspiration to get us fired up. Mary 
Adamo prepared a beautiful morning tea for us when 
we visited her Mirboo North garden. She was raising 
money for ‘Movember’ and our contribution added 
to the fund raising. Thank you Jill for organising such 
wonderful gardens for us to visit, and to John for 
driving us all over Gippsland.

Denise Schiller, Garden Club.

BOOLARRA GARdEn CLUB 

Garden Club members on tour at 
Picardy, a Monet-inspired garden at 

Neerim South.

Members of the Garden Club take a coffee break whilst on a trip to 
Mary Adamo’s Mirboo North garden.
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HAZELWO Od
HEALTH CEnTRE

BULK BILLInG
To ALL medicare Card Holders

Family  Medicine
Minor Surgical Procedures

Immunisations, Industrial  Medicals
Physiotherapy, Psychology

Visiting Paediatrican, Pathology

COnSULTInG HOURS
mOndAy - FRIdAy  8:00am - 5:30 pm

SATURdAy - 8:00am - 1:30 pm

5122 2555
9a GEORGInA PLACE CHURCHILL

“Caring Family Medicine”

HHCKnitting Yarns by Mail
Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au

Your one stop shop for the very best yarns,
knitting patterns, needles & accessories

Dolls wigging & mohair for Santas & craft

FREE catalogue now available
Yarns include silk, cotton, bamboo, wool, mohair,

alpaca, cashmere & sock yarns from leading brands -
Patons, Cleckheaton, Panda, Noro, 
Debbie Bliss, Heirloom, Eki Riva, 
Lana Gatto, Shepherd, Jo Sharp

plus our own exclusive range of hand dyed mohair yarn

114 Fox & Fanckes Rd,  Boolarra Sth 3870
Open by appointment only

Online orders delivered free to Boolarra street addresses

stokesay@bigpond.com  
Ph. Alison - 0408 992 927

Charlie-Mac Counselling

Counselling for children
At Charlie-Mac counselling
we focus on helping your 
child identify and embrace 
their individual strengths.

We specialise in Autism, ADHD, social difficulties, 
communication, developmental issues, 
toileting, separation, kinder/school transition, 
general behavioural issues.

We can help. 
 Call today on 0429 111 192 to enquire 
which of our therapists would be best suited to 
you and your child.

leanne@charlie-mac.com
www.counselling.charlie-mac.com

Boolarra South 
Landcare Group

The Mill Site was included 
in the field trips held as 
part of the Bushfire Con-
ference held at Federa-

tion University in October. We had three busloads 
of participants visit the site. Luke Smith from DEPI 
demonstrated the monitoring of the forest for its 
flammability, checking the moisture in the leaf litter 
and the state of the undergrowth. He was also able 
to show the forest regeneration after a bushfire. The 
Gazebo was a useful place to introduce proceedings 
and have morning tea.
Boolarra South Landcare Group, especially Linda, 
Tony, Mick and Malcolm Thompson, is being kept 

very busy supervising our Green Army team at the 
Mill Site. The nine young people are learning skills to 
help them gain employment when their six months 
spent with us is over. Their first task was to plant trees 

and about 1800 have gone in around the 
Mill site, in the bush and at the old water 
treatment plant. They have also helped 
us control weeds on the tracks and 
they have filled a few holes to improve 
access and help with the mowing. The 
Arboretum is looking much better after 
mowing and weeding. Two Mick's Track 
has been cleared and track formation 
has begun. It is hard work without any 
machinery to help. The boardwalk is 
starting to take shape with all the frames 
in place and the deck boards are going 
on. It was somewhat confronting and 

very dangerous to have a woman on 
a horse declare that she was coming 
through the work site on 18 November. This was 
despite track closed signs and the DEPI signs 
which forbid horse riding on the walking tracks. 
We are developing just 5 hectares of the forest 
and there are 45 or more hectares of Boolarra 
State Forest available for the horses and motor-
bikes. The cleared tracks are well used by walkers 
so many townsfolk appreciate the easy access to 
the forest that the walking tracks provide. 
I also had it reported to me that Jean Quick 
was releasing wombats and kangaroos in the 
Mill Site. Not so! She released five ducks and an 
echidna and I don't think they'll cause much of a 
problem!
Ken Harris, David Stickney and David Mules, 
all knowledgeable field naturalists, led us all on 
a bird walk and identified 32 species of birds at 
the Mill Site. Ken Harris was also able to point 
out all the orchids and other plants of interest, 
especially some of the patches at the Cemetery.

Our AGM was held on 20 November and Judi Ed-
wards, who stepped down as President (although will 
remain on the Committee), was thanked for her work 
in that role and as a Landcarer for many years. Mal-

colm Grant is our new President and we have a strong 
Committee to support him.
We are missing the presence of Mick Crowley who 
was a constant part of the group at the Mill Site. 
Mick's death on 21 September was a sad loss. He had 
been a source of information about the site because 
for many years he had enjoyed walking through the 
bush there. Mick was able to help us find old tracks 
that the regrowth after the fires had obliterated. He 
helped survey Two Mick's Track, now named to com-
memorate the work he and Mick Schiller have done. 
He was pretty good on the mowing and always did 
most of the hand mowing and some with the ride on. 
He dug trenches, put pipes in the ground and became 
Mick Schiller's right hand man. Thank you Mick, you 
have left your own memorial.

Denise Schiller,
Publicity Officer.

 Brooke and Tanika with the deck of the board walk after they had drilled 
all the bolt holes in them. They were very proud of themselves.

Malcolm and Mick with Lee, Peter, Bryce and Josh laying the 
deck.
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Grand Ridge
Computer Services
*  new & Custom Built Systems

*  Malware & Virus Removal
*  Software Sales & Installation

*  Advice & Assistance
*  Upgrades & Configuration

*  System Maintenance
*  notebooks & netbooks

*  Parts & Peripherals
*  Printer Consumables

Ph: 5169 6473
mob: 0429 696 473
grcs@internode.on.net

P O Box 53, Boolarra vic 3870

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

There are some additions to steps at the Falls thanks to some fund-
ing from the Boolarra Development Group. We were able to employ 
Kevin Heggan from Hedley Range Services to construct a set of steps 
and a safety rail to make access much safer at the top falls. The stone 
steps constructed by the prisoners have also been repaired and so 
they are safer too. This was quite a difficult undertaking because the 
ground was rocky and quite steep.
We are not pursuing improving Apex Park at present. DEPI will not 
allow any infrastructure on their land; indeed they want to get rid 
of Crown Land. They would like the City to manage the area but the 
costing done for us by Jane Lloyd from Latrobe City came in at more 
than $100,000 for yearly maintenance. Obviously, that is not attrac-
tive to Latrobe City.  John Parker used to slash the park and clean up 
rubbish there but, without his attention, the long grass will become 
a problem. The roadside bank continues to erode because it is being 
driven over and the muddy holes just get bigger. It is a pity that this 
area which had been developed by the Apex Club has been let virtu-
ally disappear.

Denise Schiller

FRIEndS OF THE 
UPPER mORWELL RIvER  InC.

The death of Mick Crowley left a big hole in our 
ranks and he will be much missed. Mick en-
joyed working in the bush and was proud of the 
achievements of the group. The re-opening of the 
Reserve was very important to him and he put in 
many hours on track restoration to improve ac-
cess to the Falls. Rest In Peace Mick.

Mick Schiller and Catheryn Thompson: the ongoing job of cleaning up 
pine branches along Frontage Road.

The two Micks (Crowley and Schiller) created 
solidly constructed tracks, steps and rails at the 

Morwell River Falls. 
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H A Z E LW O O d
P R O P E R T y

m A I n T E n A n C E
Small or Large Lawns

Gutters / Window Cleaning
Pruning / Weed Eradication

mark & Sandra maynard

PH / FAX: 03 5163 1782
mOBILE:  0412 549 376

hazelpm@optusnet.com.au 

Robyn has been cutting up mate-
rial for pouches for the animals at 
the wildlife shelter and still knitting 
socks. Kate has had a lovely long trip 
to Europe and purchased plenty of 
wool for future projects. She managed 
to complete one sock and is hoping its 
partner might be finished for Christ-
mas. Carla had her annual trip to the 
Whitsundays with lots of stops and 
detours. Her purchases included al-
paca for spinning, and wool for socks 
and a jumper. She managed to knit 
seven pairs of socks to give away. 
Elaine is a newcomer to Budgeree 
and to Wool Group. She is enjoying 

meeting people and socialising. She is knitting again after many years so starting slowly with a scarf. Lorna 
is knitting two pairs of socks at once! Learning to knit socks has been interesting, especially as she is knitting 
from the toe up. The rest of us start with the band! Lori is prolific as usual with socks, children's outfits and 
a lacy patterned top and jumper. Natalie crochets the most beautiful baby shawls. She has finished one and a 
half of these recently. Marg is on to UFO's and still has socks on the go. Mengar is knitting a lovely rug for her 
grand-daughter's bed. 
Rosslyn has been to Uganda with Wise Choices for Life, a reproductive health program. The uteruses knit-
ted at Wool Group were put to good use in the training. They were used to demonstrate the stretching of the 
uterus during pregnancy and its return to shape afterwards. The knitted models could be reused and appar-
ently work well. Ros is now back to sock knitting. Kerryn came back from her seven weeks in Europe with the 
scarf she took to finish off still unfinished! The trip was wonderful and her knitted vest well worn; and she did 
buy some wool. Sue has been back on the spinning and has made some more fence decorations. Jan has been 
knitting in cotton for her great niece and is making her a pretty Christmas day dress. The baby wrap she knit-
ted was a challenge, but looked really gorgeous when she finished it. 
Lois is making a shawl for herself, usually she is knitting for someone else! Denise is taking her time com-
pleting a black beanie. Pam is making a baby blanket but is starting again as she wasn't happy with the first 
attempt. Anne L is knitting a scarf from sock wool.  It looks lovely but you need patience as it is very fine 
and progress is slow. Anne T can't always be with us but she comes with many and varied projects, always 
colourful. Anne C was knitting jumpers but is in Europe for three weeks. Glenys and Mary have both been 
unwell, and we hope to have them back with us before too long. That is most of the regulars covered. There 
are certainly plenty of projects on the go. We are planning our Christmas lunch at the Waratah Restaurant for 
December and then we will have a few weeks rest until mid January. Where has the year gone?

Denise Schiller.

WOOL GROUP yARnInG

Picture from Natalie Roy of Wool Group ladies on Oaks Day.

Rosslyn visited Uganda to train health workers, with woollen 
models to exhibit changes before and after pregnancy.

Boolarra Post Office 
natters

Summer is almost here though we will see cool 
days from time to time. It won’t be long and a lot 
of us will growl about the heat. But at the moment, 
the temperature is nice. Thank you to everyone 
who bring in the goodies. This is one of the ways 
we are raising funds for Cancer Care.
We are getting our garden into shape now that we 
have started to get back to normal. Just need the 
time and that will keep happening. There is a fam-
ily of rabbits that have decided our back yards are 
safe for them and the plants that are growing there 
are a tasty morsel. I wish the rabbits and the weeds 
would disappear as quickly as they arrive. This 
would save us a lot of grief.
We are looking forward to our break over the 
Christmas period. As I mentioned in the previous 
Link edition, here are our Christmas closing and 
opening times: 
The Post office will be closed at Christmas 
on these dates:
December 25, 26, 27, 28 and then January 1, 2, 3 
and 4.
We are open on December 29, 30 and 31 and then 
reopening on January 5.
We ask that you come in before Christmas Day for 
your parcels and mail please to avoid disappoint-
ment.
One more request: There are a couple of people 
who don’t collect their mail from their boxes for 
months at a time. This is against the lease agree-
ment. Please collect your mail more often to help 
us with our sorting and to stop clogging up the sys-
tem. If you are going away, please let us know so we 
can hold the mail elsewhere. Remember, if parcels 
need to be signed for and haven’t been collected 
within one week, we are obliged to return them to 
the sender. This is a policy of Australia Post and it 
is shown on the parcel collect cards.  
Please Note: Owing to the number of parcels 
that are coming in now, we are ceasing the writing 
tracking numbers into the signature book. Because 
of that, you must now bring in the cards to collect 
your parcels. A lot of you always bring in the card, 
but there are some that don’t. Another way around 
this is if you get a photo of the card on your phone 
showing name and the number for verification. If 
you are collecting a parcel for someone else, the 
back of the card also needs to be authorised by the 
addressee for you to be able to collect the article.  
This is a requirement of Australia Post as you will 
read on the top of the cards, and it will be enforced 
by all staff, especially now as we are very busy with 
parcels for Christmas. These changes also mean we 
will no longer be able to check up whether a parcel 
has been here and picked up or not unless we go 
online. All queries will need to be done through 
Australia Post Customer Service Centre phone 
number 131 318.  
As you can see, the cards are vital. 

Thank you for your understanding.
Gwenda and Roger.
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The Yinnar & District Community Garden has nearly 
completed Stage 2 of the Garden with four new 
pergolas placed in the Garden. The pergolas will have 
climbing edibles on them and, in time, grapes and ki-
wifruits will hang over the people sitting on the seats. 
What a tantalising garden this has become thanks to 
two grants and loads of volunteer work. We are well 
on our way to a self-sufficient and sustainable garden.
YDCG had a stall at the Yinnar Primary School 
fete. Featured in the pic are Anastasia Ivanova and 
daughter Rosie and Maureen Spark. We raised $300 
from selling 100% cotton tea towels and bags. These 
bags were printed with a community garden logo at 
a workshop for members where Sharon 
Anderson taught the art of screenprinting. 
It was a fun workshop and a great fund-
raiser.
The Seed Library hosted at the Yinnar 
Hardware store on Main Street, Yinnar, 
has been well supported this year - its first 
year of operation. Below is an inventory 
of what was in the Seed Library as at 3 
November 2014:
Seeds:
Snail Vine
Weeping Grass (native)
Marigolds
Dwarf Marigolds x 3
Oriental Poppy Flanders x 3
Aquilegia mixed colours x 2
Sweet William
Silver Dollar plant
Celery
Fennel Florence x 7
Italian flat-leaf Parsley x 2
Curled Parsley
Continental Italian Parsley
Broadbean
Honeydew melon x 4
Rockmelon x 4
Crookneck squash
Zucchini yellow x 2
Mini-stripe Pumpkin x 2
Squash yellow x 4

Japanese Pumpkin x 3
Butter Pumpkin x 3
QLD blue Pumpkin x 2
Butternut Pumpkin x 3

Plants in pots - at side access
2 x leek
4 x dill (goes well in potato salads)
8 x thorny Gooseberry (good bearer)
2 x Blackwood (native - good for fine 
timber crafts)
3 x Youngberry
3 x thornless Blackberry
…and a few other things. 

At the Seed Library you can swap your 
own seeds or potted plants for anything 
you like. If you don't have something to 
swap, a coin in the donations tin is ap-
preciated.
Our giant central mosaic designed by Sari 

Anderson is coming along well. 
Our Community Feast Day  held on 7 December was 
a celebration enjoyed by all who have participated in 
YDC Garden activities or co-created this wonderful 
garden. 

Catheryn Thompson, 
Secretary, Yinnar & District Community Garden
0435 048 153
YinnarCG@telstra.com

news of  yinnar & district 
Community Garden

YDCG stall at the Yinnar Primary School Fete. Anastasia Ivanova and 
daughter Rosie, and Maureen Spark. $300 was raised. 

The Community Garden has near completed Stage 2 of the 
garden with four new pergolas placed. The pergolas will 

have climbing edibles on them.

Sari Anderson working on the mosaic,  5/11/14 - quite a lot 
more of the mosaic has been done since then.
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Fabulous Writing
We were very excited to learn that our school’s entries 
in the national ‘Write4Fun’ competition placed our 
school in the top 2% bracket for excellence in writing. 
Over 12,000 entries were submitted overall.  
Transition
This year, in addition to the usual program we operate 
for our incoming preps and outgoing Grade 6’s, we 
decided to run a school-wide transition program so 
all our students could experience being with differ-
ent students and teachers in less familiar surrounds, 
to assist them to get used to change. This appears to 
have worked well. We are delighted to have seventeen 
Preps joining us next year, our largest group in many 
years. 
yippee! 
We now have five iPad Mini’s thanks to the mag-
nificent fundraising efforts of our parents. Our final 
fundraising effort for the year is a Christmas Raffle, 
which will be drawn at our End of Year Concert.  
Remembrance day
Our students indicated that they believed they could 
observe a minute of silence, even though 11:00 am 
fell in the middle of their recess break. This was an 
accurate assessment, as they all did a superb job 
maintaining a respectful silence; there was even a line 
of boys on the oval who stopped their game to stand 
at attention. 

Lv Sports Camp
Four of our senior students recently participated in 
this event. The following report was written by Emre 
of Grade 5:
“On the bus I sat next to Jemma; Jacob and James 
were beside us. We played ‘The Car’ game on the 
way. The bus drove through a forest. I figured that the 
camp would be surrounded by trees. When we got to 
the Rawson Camp we put our stuff into the cabins. I 
had Jemma in my cabin and four other beautiful girls. 
My activity group name was called ‘Court’ and it 
didn’t include Jemma. The first activity I did was 
martial arts. The warm ups were the hardest. The in-
structor said “If you want abs do this for a while”. We 
had to pick someone to work with, and I picked a boy. 
Every other girl chose a girl and every other boy had 
a boy partner. I was embarrassed at the start. I think 
my partner was embarrassed too because I was a girl. 
I had fun though and I learnt a lot. 
We headed back to our rooms, had morning tea, 

relaxed for a while and then had some 
free play time: I played soccer with 
Jemma, Alisha and Lily. It was so 
much fun! Next we had tennis. I made 
friends with two other girls. After this, 
we had dance and a girl called Jemima 
and I had a great time. Then we did 
boot camp, and it was hard work! 

Before lunchtime I was supposed to have a shower 
but I was having too much fun on the ropes course! 
After lunch I had the quickest shower I have ever had! 
We then played games called ‘The River’ and ‘The 
Maze’. Both these games would be good games for us 
to play when we do ‘Blue Earth’ with Ms Dryden or at 
playtime. 
That night, the kids in the cabin next door were being 
too loud so I told them off and then we went to bed. 
In the morning we went for a run. I mostly ran with 
Alisha and Jemma. For breakfast we had eggs, bacon, 
hash browns, spaghetti and toast - it was a mouthful. 
After this we had free time. My group went to the oval 
where we played ‘Ultimate Frisbee’. It was awesome!
After lunch we played Lacrosse. It was fun and I got 
two goals. Then we had free time and shower time - I 
had a good shower this time! After this Alisha, Lilly, 
Jemma and I climbed a tree but I had some trouble 
getting up. Then everyone got to choose between 
Lacrosse and Ultimate Frisbee, and I picked Lacrosse. 
Following this we had a footy clinic with Gippsland 
Power. When we were using the tackle bags, Jacob in-
jured himself, putting his right shoulder out of place. 
After this we went back and cleaned our cabins so we 
were ready for room inspection. For dinner we had 
salad and spaghetti bolognaise, then my friends and I 
played in the ‘Rec’ room. When we went back to our 
cabins we had to pack up our stuff ready for the next 
day. I told my friends a story that my Dad had told me 
and then we all fell asleep.
On our last day I made sure that I had packed every-
thing and then went for a run again. My cabin group 
had breakfast duty so we had to go early and help out.  
After that we all met on the oval to play Lacrosse and 
Frisbee - I picked Lacrosse again.  There were seven 
teams that competed against each other. We then 
headed back to the hall where they gave out medals. I 
didn’t get one but that was okay. We got a lollypop on 
the way to the bus. When we got to Morwell I saw my 
Mum waiting for me. I got my stuff and went and gave 
her a BIG HUG.”
Junior School Council news
In Term 4, $100 was raised for the Fred Hollows 
Foundation through ‘Halloween Day’ donations and 
icy-pole sales. The students and staff all did a fabulous 
job dressing up as spokes, ghouls and other creative 
things. 

2015 Staffing
Next year we welcome Ms Abby-Lee Brown to our 
teaching staff. Abby-Lee has taught at Elizabeth St, 
Moe for the past two years, where former BPS staff 
member Ms Jenny Dowsett is the principal; Jenny was 
glowing in her praise of Abby-Lee’s teaching prowess 
and very sad to lose her services as a result of budget 
constraints.  
Cybersmart Training 
This learning opportunity for staff, students and 
parents highlighted dangers that we were unaware of. 
For example, we discovered that every time profile or 
cover photos on Facebook are updated, our privacy 
settings revert to the default ‘open to everyone’. Also, 
‘Grand Theft Auto’, the relatively innocuous game that 
many enjoyed playing during the 90’s, has evolved in 
its latest version to be ‘R’ rated as it includes horren-
dous levels of violence and abuse. We will review and 
update our ‘Countering Bullying and our ICT (Infor-
mation Communication Technology) Policies’ as a 
follow up from this training. As this is an area that is 
constantly changing we will also endeavour to provide 
similar training on a regular basis. 
THAnKS!
We received magnificent support from our families 
throughout 2014. This takes many forms such as help 
with transport, raising money, managing our pool 
upkeep, assisting with ‘Bike Ed’, helping the students 
with cooking, tackling odd jobs and much more. We 
are also grateful to members of the wider Boolarra 
Community. Ms Roz Carstairs, who volunteers her 
time and expertise to manage our Library, recently 
presented a special ‘Literature Appreciation’ award 
and book voucher to Alana of Grade 6; our fabulous 
CFA also provided fire management planning tools 
for all our families; John Lubaswki routinely helps us 
out with lots of jobs as does former parent Mal Payne.  
Another Brilliant year 
We’ve certainly had an action packed year that seems 
to have flown by. As we have come to expect, our 
students’ behaviour, cooperation, care and support of 
one another has been outstanding. All year they have 
worked hard and as a result produced some fabulous 
work; many individuals have demonstrated impres-
sive personal sporting, artistic, social and academic 
growth. This is not just the biased opinion of our staff 
as visitors to the school routinely share how im-
pressed they are with all that they observe. We keep 
wondering if life at our school could be any better …
we’ll find out in 2015!  
Everyone at the school extends best wishes for a safe 
and happy Christmas and New Year. Please keep an 
eye on our school over the holidays!
Leanne Emond.

Breakfast at School.

2015 Preps Art Activity with the Grade 5’s, part of 
our Transition Program.

Art Activity, 2015 Preps and prospective Grade 6.
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Boolarra PlaygrouP

Boolarra Playgroup – What a year!
This year is shaping up to be an exciting one for Boolarra Playgroup.With brand 
new facilities, a new committee and an abundance of new members including new-
borns, the future only looks bright for this small and relaxed community group. 
In 2013, the Boolarra Multi-Purpose Building had a very attractive makeover that 
was a result of the need for a better community facility following the 2009 Bushfires 
that devastated the small, close-knit town. The recently renovated building offers a 
great space with a complete new kitchen, toilet/bathroom facilities and playground. 
It is warm in winter and cool in summer, and has plenty of parking and ultra-mod-
ern conveniences! 
Earlier in the year, Boolarra Playgroup was fortunate enough to receive a generous 
donation of $500 from the Mirboo North Times. This much-needed money enabled 
Boolarra Playgroup to purchase couches that provide more comfort for breastfeed-
ing mothers and other users of the building. The total cost of the couches was $800, 
in addition to the already generous donation from the Times, the Boolarra Wool 
Group offered to chip in half of the remaining amount as they use the building 
and could see what a benefit they would be to them also. The committee and 
members are very grateful and would like to say ‘thank you’ for the generosity 
shown by these wonderful community groups. Recent developments have also 
seen Boolarra Playgroup awarded $7000 from the Mirboo North and District 
Community Foundation to construct a much needed shade structure over the 
playground. The criteria for the grant included ‘health, wellbeing and youth.’ 
Boolarra playgroup is honored to receive this amazing contribution, which not 
only benefits the playgroup but also the wider community. The ‘Playground 
Redevelopment Project’ will also involve a sandpit that will be constructed by 

the playgroup members and funded by the money raised by them during the year. A 
firewood raffle that was organised by Simone and Steve of Budgeree raised in excess of 
$300 for the Playgroup. Their generous donation of a trailer-load of red gum was a very 
hot item up for raffle. The lucky raffle winner was Emma Carter of Boolarra.
 Boolarra Playgroup took on the daunting, yet profitable task of running a Bunnings 
BBQ on the first weekend of spring. There was a great amount of time volunteered by 
all the members who worked tirelessly to net $800 clear profit for the day! Well done to 
everyone involved.  
The playgroup currently has families attending from Boolarra, Darlimurla, Mirboo 
North, Yinnar South and Budgeree. The playgroup offers activities for newborns to pre-
school aged children. They encourage a peaceful, low-key environment where the chil-
dren and adults have an opportunity to engage with each other, make new friendships, 
share ideas, learn new skills and get respite from the isolation that a lot of parents and 
carers can face when raising young children. The playgroup is looking for new members 
and invites anyone who is interested in joining to feel welcome to drop in on a Thursday 
morning from 9:30am to 11:30am. 
Boolarra Playgroup is appealing to any groups or individuals within the community to 
volunteer time to erect a sandpit and clean up the garden area. Also they would be very 
grateful of any donations of good quality sandpit toys, books or other items that may 
benefit the group.

For more information please call Annabel on 0425 700 869 or Emily on 0409 181 365. 

Local mothers and kids enjoying the ambience of 
Playgroup.

Healthy snacks for the Playgroup kids.

Outdoor play in the sun.
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BOOLARRA’S BURnInG ISSUES
BOOLARRA CFA nEWS

BOOLARRA mAy LOSE SCRAP mETAL 
RECyCLInG BIn
The Fire Brigade has received an official warning 
from SIM’S METAL outlining what may and may not 
be placed in our scrap metal recycling bin. Recently 
items such as asbestos piping, gas bottles, non-steel 
furniture, glass and household waste have been placed 
in the bin by locals.
ITEmS THAT mUST nOT BE PLACEd In 
THE BIn InCLUdE:
•	 Asbestos	and	any	insulating	material	contain-
ing Asbestos.
•	 LPG	cylinders	including	car	LPG	cylinders,	9kg	
and other camping gas bottles.
•	 Batteries	(there	is	a	battery	stand	next	to	the	
scrap metal bin on which these should be placed).
•	 Drums	containing	chemicals,	hazardous	or	
flammable substances.
•	 Cans	of	paint,	oil,	thinners	–	including	spray	
cans.
•	 Rubbish	of	any	kind	including	household,	rags,	
paper, timber, non-steel furniture and other debris.
•	 Squashed	or	flattened	drums.
The bin has been situated in Boolarra since 2009 and 
is both a convenience for locals who wish to dispose 
of scrap metal and a major fundraiser for our Brigade. 
PLEASE OBEY THEIR RULES!  
THAnK yOU ‘AS CLEAR’
Unfortunately an asbestos pipe found its way into our 
scrap metal bin recently which caused us to be given 
a warning by Sims Metal management. We would like 
to thank ‘As Clear’ for the prompt assistance they gave 
our Brigade in resolving our predicament.
SAnTA’S LOLLy dROP
Santa, who will be riding in our fire truck, will tour 
the streets of Boolarra on Christmas Eve again this 
year handing out lollies to all the children. Children 
with their parents must wait on the nature strip until 
the fire truck has completely stopped before mov-
ing forward to collect their lollies from Santa. A flyer 
from the Fire Brigade relating to the time and route 
Santa will take will be circulated around the town 
prior to Christmas Eve. Santa’s run is expected to 
commence at 7:00pm.
LAWn mOWER CATCHES FIRE
A fire was started when a local resident was refuelling 
his ride on mover in his shed. Although the mower 
was not going at the time, the engine was still hot and 
when fuel was spilt, flames ignited burning the resi-
dent’s arms and body. Luckily he suffered no serious 
injuries but the shed was destroyed. Six local tankers 
extinguished the fire while a CFA firefighter applied 
first aid to the man until the ambulance arrived.  
CHECK yOUR BBQ HOSES And COn-
nECTIOnS
Fires from loose connections or frayed or perished 
barbecue hoses are more prevalent than people imag-
ine. Before you light up your barbecue for the sum-
mer please check your hose and connections.
mORWELL GROUP EXERCISE
On Sunday 26 October, all fire brigades within the 
Morwell Group participated in an exercise to test our 

capabilities for the forthcoming fire season and to 
give members who have recently qualified in specific 
operational levels the opportunity to put their new 
skills into practice. New members who have recently 
passed their minimum skills, new crew leaders, 
strike team leaders, staging area managers and Local 
Control Facility staff were all mentored during the 
exercise.
UnPRECEdEnTEd nUmBER OF FIRE 
CALLS
During the past few months we have turned out to 
an unprecedented number of fires in our area. These 
have ranged from structure fires, burn offs that have 
got out of control, accidental ignitions and, most wor-
rying of all, are a number of deliberately lit fires. 
HELP CATCH THE ARSOnIST
The arsonist responsible for many fires last fire season 
appears to be at it again with several suspicious fires 
already being lit this year. You can help by reporting 
anything unusual – especially on days of Total Fire 
Ban. If you notice someone or something unusual 
please note such things as colour, make and registra-
tion of cars and any identifying features of the person 
or people involved.
IndICATIOnS ARE FOR A nASTy FIRE 
SEASOn
Due to lower than average rainfall, the fire season is 
shaping up to be particularly nasty. Although we are 
far better off than many other areas of Victoria, the 
bush is very dry and there are signs of early curing of 
grass in the paddocks. Please take care. 
FIRE RESTRICTIOnS ARE nOW In 
PLACE
Fire Restrictions for our area came into force at 
1:00am on Monday 8 December. A brochure entitled 
‘Can I or Can’t I?’ outlines what you may or may not 
do within the Fire Restriction Period and on days of 
TOTAL FIRE BAN. A copy of this brochure may be 
obtained from the Fire Station. 
EmERGEnCy ALERTInG SIREn
Please be aware that Boolarra’s Emergency Alerting 
Siren is primed to alert you to any hazard that may 
be a potential threat to our community. If the siren 
sounds continually for 5 minutes it is indicating that 
there is something happening in our area that could 
impact us. It is alerting you to the fact that you should 
seek further information imme-
diately from a source such as the 
VicEmergency website, VBIL, or 
local emergency broadcasters. If 
the siren sounds for 90 seconds 
or less it is being used for local 
CFA purposes.
GORdOn BOLWELL 
TROPHy
On Friday 21 November all the 
trucks in our Morwell Group 
were judged for the Perpetual 
Gordon Bolwell Memorial Tro-
phy at the Mid Valley Shopping 
Centre as part of ‘Fire Awareness 
Week’. This year the Churchill 

Fire Brigade won the trophy, with Yinnar a very close 
runner up.
JUnIOR BRIGAdE STILL GOInG 
STROnG – vACAnCIES mAy EXIST 
FOR 2015
In recent weeks, the Junior Brigade members have 
been refining their fire ground skills with exercises in 
hose laying and drafting water from various places. 
They have also been preparing fire plans for several 
properties in the area.
As several members will soon reach that age when 
they will have to transfer to the senior ranks, a num-
ber of vacancies will open up for new members in the 
New Year.  If you would like your child to join please 
ring our captain, Di Billingsley, for further informa-
tion.
LOCAL FIRE FIGHTERS TOUR HAZEL-
WOOd mInE
Approximately 65 local fire fighters were the guests 
of GDF Suez for a tour and information sharing 
event recently. Fire fighters toured the mine and were 
briefed on changes that have been made there recent-
ly. All enjoyed a BBQ at the conclusion of the event.

Dave O’Brien

Fire	trucks	form	a	convoy	to	move	around	the	Hazel-
wood Mine during their inspection.

Fire fighters from the Morwell Group are briefed on the 
best way to protect a dredge from catching fire during their 

tour	of	the	Hazelwood	Mine.
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Craig Young Butchery
Gourmet Meats

Specialising in bulk meats
Fresh Fish Friday

Have your stock slaughtered, cut-up, 
packed & frozen to your requirements

Phone Orders Taken
90 Ridgway, Mirboo North

Ph:  5668  1632
Superb Spit Roasts 

& Catering Available
Proprietors:  Fiona & Craig Young

CHURCHILL  HOT  BREAd
For ALL your

BREAD & PASTRY
requirements

HOT PIES
Take-away Cappuccinos

& Lattes
Now available

CATERING  AVAILABLE
monday to Friday - 7am - 5:30pm
Saturday & Sunday - 7am - 2pm

5122 3255

KEn GRAEmE mOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, mirboo north 3871

ALL mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax:    5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced vehicle Tester                     
& Service Centre

MEMBERS SADDENED BY LOSS 
OF LONG TERM MEMBER

David Carstairs, who passed away recently, joined the Bool-
arra Fire Brigade in October 1978 and was a valued member 
until June 2011, when he resigned - a span of 33 years. Within 
that period, he held the position of Apparatus Officer for six 
years where he maintained all equipment, hoses and pumps to 
the highest levels. Dave designed and built equipment for the 
Brigade such as hose winders and a hose washer that are still 
used today, and no doubt will be used for many years into the 
future. The flags at the Boolarra Fire Station were lowered to 
half-mast in tribute to Dave. We extend our deepest sympathy 
to Roz, David, Robert and their family.

 Morwell Group fire trucks lined up for judging during the Gordon Bolwell Memorial Trophy recently.

Junior Fire Brigade members are instructed in the cor-
rect method to climb a variety of ladders.

Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water. We 

specialise in premium quality
systems, backed up by old-fashioned

Customer Service.

LocaL company, based in 
mirboo north

Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add value to your home
•	 Save $$$ by feeding power into the grid
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
call andy now for a Free in-home quotation

phone: 0405 139 169
andrew@gippslandsolar.com.au
www.gippslandsolar.com.au

✴solar power    ✴ solar hot Water
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The Happy Campers
It was decided at the last camping trip at Neerim South that we would like to do a 
luncheon trip on Puffing Billy. A date was set and names came forth and the book-
ing was made. We had a group of sixteen altogether. We met at the car park near 
the Boolarra Post Office and once sorted into cars for the trip we were on our way. 
John was the leader and we followed him to Belgrave. It was fairly cool when we 
got there.
The cars were parked and we invaded a coffee shop across the road where we 
made ourselves very comfortable and enjoyed our hot drinks and snacks. We were 
treated very well and felt like we could stay there for hours. In fairness to the op-
erators, we decided to take off and have a little look up the street. Some decided to 
just wait at the station. We had nearly an hour to kill and it's amazing how you can 
check out so many shops in such a short time.
Once back at the station we waited for our latecomers, Mark and Emma, to ar-
rive. Then the countdown began until we could board the carriage, which was set 
aside for our group. Once on board we claimed our seats and were anxious for the 
whistle to blow.

Off we went. What a lovely feeling to feel the gentle sway of the carriage as we 
went on to Lake Emerald. As soon as the train moved off, the waitresses started 
getting the food out. The desserts were to be served on the return journey. Some 
had a three course meal and the others had the platters. There was some alcohol 

for those who wanted it - tea or coffee for those who wanted that. By the time we 
got through that, we arrived at Lake Emerald. At the Lake, there was time for a 
walk around the Lake or you could check out the model railway display. That was 
amazing. So well thought out and put together.

Genda Pitter

Homemade Mediterranean Cuisine
Escargot and Non-escargot meals

Homemade cakes & desserts with a difference
Now also  serving High Tea
Open 7 days a week 
10:00 am to 8:30 pm

Licensed
10 Old Nichols Road 

2.5 km out of Mirboo North 
off the Grand Ridge Road

Phone - 5668 1589

y i n n a r  F u e l
 &  F a r m  S u p p l i e s

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RAnGE – GREAT SERvICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

& free produce delivery too! . . .

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03)  5163 1240
52 main Street

yinnar  vic  3869

Happy Campers en route for their Puffing Billy experience.

The group ready for the 
train at Belgrave Station.

The well appointed interior of the Dining Car, Puffing Billy

Happy Campers ready to order. Some 
had a three course meal plus dessert on 

the return journey.



Page:  17   The Boolarra Link - December 2014

 
JJJWWW   BBBOOOOOOKKKKKKEEEEEEPPPIIINNNGGG   
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ABN: 38 295 226 620

Phone Jenny on 0438 261517 

or email: jennwedz@gmail.com 
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•	 Onsite	&	Offsite	Services
•	 Bookkeeping
•	 Payroll	services
•	 BAS	Preparation	&	Lodgement

River Road  
Electrical Services

Domestic, Rural
Industrial, 

Commercial
Bruce  Craddock

mobile: 0427  696  640

BOOLARRA BOWLING CLUB
Folk Festival 
The Club participated in the Boolarra Folk Festival 
providing food and drink to the masses, and believe 
me it was masses.  
Stony Creek Cup
Maryanne Peters organised a bus to take members 
and friends to the Stony Creek Cup. It was a great day 
enjoyed by all who attended.
Arriving early we were able to get a shady spot near 
the bookies and the bar. It will be done again in 2015, 
so watch out for flyers and posters advertising dates.
Olney Cup
During the 2014 season, the Boolarra Bowling Club 
hosted the Olney Cup: an annual event between 
South Gippsland and West Gippsland Bowling as-
sociations. We were congratulated by the members of 
other clubs for the quality of the green and the way 
the Boolarra Bowling club members hosted the event, 
especially the catering.

Presentation night
Presentation Night was held at the Yinnar Com-
munity Hotel. A great night was enjoyed by all who 
attended. Congratulations to the following members:

Terry Parker - Club Champion
Abbas Mehran - Runner Up
Russell Peters, Stan Williams - Pairs   
Bob Allen - President’s Handicap
Russell Peters - Runner Up
Russell Peters - 100 Up
Abbas Mehran - Runner Up
Stan Williams - Two Bowl Singles
Russell Peters - Runner Up
Pam Allen - Voted Best Club Person.
Howard Hill and team - A vote of thanks for the excel-
lent work in maintaining the green.

Presentation of Tom Gilpin’s Life Membership badge 
and club shirt.
The family of the late Tom Gilpin presented the club 
with his Life Membership badge and shirt beautifully 
framed, for display in the club.
Renovations to the Club
If you visit our Bowling Club, you will notice that we 
have done some renovations which are most impres-
sive, thanks to the hard work of many members, too 
many to mention. We now have an inside/outside bar 
which works a lot better than the original bar and 
members are able to sit inside or outside depending 

on the weather.
Thank you to marg Halliday and John and 
Betty Wyatt.
After many years Marg Halliday and team have de-
cided to retire from doing the afternoon teas for our 
monthly Triples. Their work has been greatly appreci-
ated and will be missed.
John and Betty Wyatt are relocating. They have been 
enthusiastic supporters of the club over many years.  
Betty’s afternoon tea treats will be missed.

Members of the Boolarra Community are all very 
welcome to avail themselves of free coaching and free 
use of the green on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
evenings during Spring, Summer and Autumn. No 
need for special shoes or bowls. Bowls are supplied 
and bare feet are the uniform for new people who 
would like to learn how to play bowls. The bar is open 
on these nights for refreshments at reasonable prices. 
Twilight Bowls will be every second Friday night. 
Come down, have lots of fun and meet a friendly 
group of people.

New Office bearers for 2015:
Russell Peters - President - 5169 6391
Tony Snell - Secretary - 5169 6762
Pam Allen - Treasurer - 5169 6782
Howard Hill - Green keeper
Bowling Club - 5169 6511

Statement from 3 December, 2014.
I have received a call from Labor Candidate, Jadon 
Mintern conceding defeat in the seat of Morwell.
As the re-elected local member, I will continue to 
work hard for the people of the Morwell electorate by 

lobbying the new Labor government on local matters 
of importance.
I have had the privilege of serving our community 
over the past eight years and I will continue to deliver 
for our region.
It has been a long, challenging and relatively close 
count since Election Day, however as the final bal-
lots are tallied, I'm thrilled the Nationals have now 
retained the seat.
I would like to say a big thank you to everyone that 

has supported me, my staff, supporters and volunteers 
for their efforts during the election campaign.
I will continue to work for our community and the 
wider Gippsland region to ensure we continue to 
build on the good work we did in Government.
Thank you to all those who have sent their best wishes 
and I look forward to continuing to serve my com-
munity in the Victorian Parliament.

Apology from the Link Committee: this article 
appeared incomplete in our September edition.
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Two speakers at our recent monthly meetings 
were members of our society whose long work-
ing careers have led them to places and situations 
that most of us would think of as extreme. To 
survive under these conditions requires quick 
reflexes and a wry sense of humour.
We were entertained by our new president when 
she presented her personal history from dec-
ade to decade (or as she might say: ’from go to 
woe’). Robyn Thompson was born in Richmond 
in 1943 of an English father and a Tasmanian 
mother. She is the eldest of five children. She 
went to Balwyn Primary and then Mangarra Rd 
or East Camberwell Girls Secondary School to 
Form 5. After trying out a few jobs, as a cutter at 
Hartnells, Melbourne, then as a machinist at BP 
Australia, she joined the CMF for a while and 
then finally settled on nursing, starting at the 
Alfred Hospital.
This was a period of break-through and major 
advancements in medicine; limb re-implan-
tations, heart transplants, kidney transplants, 
intensive care units, trauma units. Robyn found 
this life exciting and knew she had found her vo-
cation in life. She married in 1969 and moved to 
District Nursing while having her children, then 
took random nursing jobs from an agency, land-
ing first at the Austin and then in St Vincent’s 
Casualty where she was in charge of admissions. 
Divorced in 1999, she moved to Langwarrin in 
Gippsland, where she bought a small cottage 
and worked at a private hospital working in the 
Chemotherapy Unit. 
Then in 2005, Robyn met Malcolm Thompson, a 
‘woodie’ or forestry worker, and a life of bliss and 
near-misses with death begins. Now she learns 

her profession from both sides of the counter. 
The list of illnesses they both suffer is a long one, 
including cancer, but they helped each other out, 
moving a few years ago to Budgeree district to 
get away from it all. We were struck by her calm-
ness and good humour in amongst strife and 
illness. It seems Robyn Thompson and Malcolm 
have led many charmed lives.  
Michael Schiller spoke to the BHS in October on 
his experiences as a remover of railway lines, a 
business he conducted with his friend Michael 
Gleeson of Boolarra.  From the 1970s, many 
governments closed country railway lines that 
were under-utilised, and the company that the 
two Michaels ran successfully tended to remove 
lines in Victoria and South Australia.  This activ-
ity fitted in well with the garden supplies busi-
ness the company ran, as railway sleepers were 
in big demand among people forming Australian 
gardens at the time. 
Michael’s talk focused on one of the biggest and 
most difficult contracts they took on, remov-
ing sections of the track between Kalgoolie and 
Ceduna on the Commonwealth transcontinental 
railway. The first difficulty was buying equip-
ment and then transporting it to remote railway 
sidings, makeshift towns and gangers’ camps 
on the Nullabor. Then they had to employ suit-
able labour which was difficult - the leader of 
the gang was killed soon after when his vehicle 
rolled.  Before the sleepers could be removed, the 

iron spikes which held them in place had to be 
removed - a tough job. Then the logs had to be 
graded, and lifted by a modified front-end loader 
on a train which took them to a depot, from 
which they were driven to Victoria on trucks. 
Conditions were harsh, the weather often boil-
ing hot, and water scarce. The necessities of life 
were obtained from a supply train once a week. 
Michael recounted humorous and disastrous 
incidents which occurred on the enterprise, and 
the many odd characters they came across in this 
semi-desert region.  
We thank both these speakers for their insights 
and openness. This year has seen our numbers 
grow, and we welcome younger members to our 
midst. The year ended with a Christmas Party 
with all the trimmings at the Multi-Purpose 
Building. What a feast! A Happy Christmas and 
New Year to all.
The Boolarra Historical Museum is open on the 
1st Sunday of each month from 2-4 pm, or by 
appointment with the Secretary, Mengar Hibbins 
(5169 6216). The Boolarra and District Histori-
cal Society meets at the Boolarra Museum on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30pm. New 
members are always welcome, and information 
on our activities can be obtained from Mengar 
Hibbins (5169 6216), Judy Webster (5169 6351) 
or Beth Price (5169 6241).

Ann Morgan.

BOOLARRA HISTORICAL SOCIETy nEWS

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE
 

7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra  vic  3870 
Ph: 5169 6209  Fax: 03 5169 6523  
em: rgp@jonshell.com.au

Open:   Monday to Friday - 9:00am to 12:00pm & 12:45 to 5:00pm
Saturdays – 9:00am to 11:00am except long weekends when we will be closed.

Supplying all Australia Post Products including Express, International, and Registered mail,  
Stamps, Packaging etc.  Photocopying & Fax Service.  JP on site most days, appointments appreci-

ated to save you a wasted trip in.
Bill Paying  by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals are 

also available.  Travel Money and Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa 
Cards are also available here as well as the Travel Visa cards.            

Banking services are  available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can help you 
do a Western Union Money Transfer. Electoral Roll Application forms are available here.

We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 
We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, not to mention the extra 

things like plants, the 5 cent box and produce  when available to raise money for the Stompers.
 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you are enti-

tled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery.
 MERRY CHRISTMAS AND MAY BE 2015 kIND TO US ALL

Gwenda and Roger 
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 
AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879.  S48164-1 
(232943_v1) (2/12/2014)

It’s switching your banking to us. 
But it’s bigger than that.
It’s $254,000 poured back into South West 
Gippsland.
Our bank invests its profits into our community, so just 
by banking with us, you automatically become part of 
something bigger. Bigger than a bank.

Drop into your nearest branch at 88 Ridgway, Mirboo 
North or phone 5668 1231 or apply now at 
bendigobank.com.au

bendigobank.com.au
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Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, 
Domestic Water 

Contact Dave for Free Quotes
Phone: 51 696 462    Mobile: 0428 696 462    Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au

Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley 
gravel

Each day our FIRE RATING BOARD is changed to reflect the 
FIRE DANGER RATING for that day. There are 6 ratings on the 
board:
•	 CODE	RED	(Red	with	stripes).	These	are	the	worst	condi-
tions for a bush or grass fire. Homes are not designed to withstand 
these conditions. Leaving high risk bushfire areas the night before 
or early in the day is your safest option – do not wait and see.
•	 EXTREME	(Red).	Leaving	high	risk	bushfire	areas	early	
in the day is your safest option. Consider staying with your prop-
erty only if you are prepared to the highest level. This means your 
home needs to be situated and constructed or modified to with-

stand a bushfire, you are well prepared and you can actively defend 
your home if a fire starts.
•	 SEVERE	(Orange).	If	you	are	not	prepared,	leaving	high-
risk bushfire areas early in the day is your safest option. Well pre-
pared homes that are actively defended can provide safety – check 
your Bushfire Survival Plan.
•	 LOW-MODERATE	(Green)	/HIGH	(Blue)	/VERY	HIGH	
(Yellow). Check your Bushfire Survival Plan. Leave if necessary.
Boolarra’s FIRE RATING BOARD can be observed as you enter 
Boolarra on Monash Way. Please take notice of it when you pass 
by.

dO yOU UndERSTAnd OUR ‘FIRE RATInG’ BOARd?

AROUnd THE TRAPS...
2014 has been a year of mixed emotions. We 

have lost a few of our friends and neighbours, 
and we know everybody is thinking of them and 

their families at this festive time. 
As the silly season begins to warm up, we would 
like to remind everyone to think first then react, 

so that the bush in which we live remains fire 
free and accident free.

We wish everybody a merry Christmas and a 
safe and prosperous 2015, and look forward to 
a happy new year. If you are going away, travel 

carefully and return safely.

Hop Hop Hop merry Christmas.
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Christmas Blessings
We want to wish all the people of Bool-
arra a blessed, happy and safe Christ-
mas. We will not be having a service on 
Christmas Day, but invite you to join 

us on Sunday 21 December at 4:00pm for our Christ-
mas Service.
The Quiet Place
The Quiet Place will not be open from mid-December 
until the end of January. Our Sunday afternoon ser-
vices and Thursday Night Worship will continue as 
normal.
Christian Writers
Are you a Christian who loves to write and seeks to 
glorify the Lord Jesus Christ through your writing? 
Whether you write only for yourself and friends, 
hope to be published someday, or have already been 
published, we invite you to join our Christian Writers 
Group which will begin meeting in Churchill in Janu-
ary. For more info, email gtk@glorytotheking.net with 
the subject line ‘writers group’.
Glory Aid
Once again a big thank you to those who support our 
humanitarian arm, Glory Aid. In the last six months 
we have:
•	 Provided	fleecy	boots	for	disadvantaged	
children in the Latrobe Valley, through the Aboriginal 
Health Service.
•	 Provided	boots	for	homeless	people	in	Mel-
bourne through Avalon Centre.
•	 Helped	establish	a	tomato-growing	project	in	
Uganda to support orphans and disadvantaged kids.
•	 Provided	emergency	relief	for	the	Ebola	crisis	
in Liberia.
Our Christmas project is to provide Christmas gifts 
for disadvantaged children through the Aboriginal 
Health Service, to give health packs to homeless peo-
ple in Melbourne and to give assistance for children 
living on a dumpsite in the Philippines.
Rev. Dr. Lynn Fowler,
President.

Boolarra - yinnar Exercise 
Group

Great news: Recently we received the news that the 
Boolarra Group will benefit, for the next three years, 
from the annual sponsorship of the Bendigo Bank 
through the Mirboo North and District Community 
Branch. The manager, Alan Bannister, visited the 
group in action to pass on this welcome informa-
tion. The funding will cover the cost of the Boolarra 
Memorial Hall hire and heating, and will therefore 
support the minimising of fees.

The group has enjoyed an active year with several new 
members being welcomed. Our qualified Exercise 
Specialist, Kathleen, has continued to focus on core 
strength and stability, and continues to keep our bod-
ies mobile and our brains active. Improving balance 
requires concentration on tummy, posture, legs and of 
course, all whilst continuing to breathe!  

The final class for 2014 will be Friday 19 December, 
when we will celebrate at the Yinnar Hall with fun 
and food.

If you are interested in keeping active or indeed im-
proving your mobility, please come along and join us 
in the New Year, when classes will resume in Boolarra 
on Monday 19 January.

Boolarra Memorial Hall 
  Monday 9:30am to 10:30am
Yinnar Memorial Hall  
  Friday 10:00am to 11:00am

 For further information call Kathleen Millet 5122 
2591 or Kate Cartwright 5169 6592.

GTK nEWS

Jag Cleaning & 
MaintenanCe ServiCeS

•	 Fully	insured
•	 Police	check
•	 cleaning
•	 handyman
•	 carPert	cleaning
•	 deodorising

aBn	84	341	891	261	Jag777000l

Email: jag_services@bigpond.com  
       Jag	-	cleaning	&	maintenance

Gift Vouchers Available 
for Christmas

Phone: 0498 600 777

 2014 is almost over, so that means the festive season 
and holidays will be soon upon us. 
Lifeline Gippsland and their Churchill Shop volun-
teers would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
wonderful Churchill and district communities for 
their continued support. 
Whether you have supported us by visiting our shop, 
or by donating clothing, books, furniture, even your 
excess fruit, vegetables and plants, it is very much 
appreciated. 
The Lifeline Telephone Counselling Service is avail-
able 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, even on Christmas 
Day. With your continued support we are able to 
answer on average 2,000 calls per day.
We wish everyone all the best for Christmas and may 
2015 be a safe, healthy and happy year for you.
Our Churchill Shop will be closing for a few weeks 
from 12 noon Friday 19 December and re-opening 
on Monday 12 January 2015. 
The Churchill Shop is located in the Churchill 
Hazelwood Village Complex of shops, next door to 
the Medical Centre and is open each weekday from 
9:30am until 3:45pm.

About Lifeline Gippsland 
Lifeline Gippsland is a Gippsland-based not-for-
profit community organisation dedicated to provid-
ing suicide prevention services to the Gippsland area 
and beyond through a 24-hour telephone counselling 
service.

For further information contact Claire Davis, CEO at 
Lifeline Gippsland on 
5136 3500.
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Another year is quickly com-
ing to an end and what a year 

it has been. Over the last few months we have ridden 
in some of the most beautiful bushland areas and 
our rides have taken us to many different places 
around the countryside including Noojee, Apex Park 
at Boolarra, Trafalgar East, ‘Calajero’ at Glenaladale, 
Golden Gully Road and Mc Gauran's Beach.
Highlights are the never-ending views from some of 
the vantage points at which we have climbed, to the 
goannas sunning themselves on rocks in the river, to 
the constant chatter among members, to the sheer 
serenity of the bush and its natural sounds.  
In October, we were extremely appreciative of ob-
taining a grant from the Mirboo North and District 
Community Bank to enable us to purchase a Water 
Tank for the Yinnar South Pony Club Grounds. This 
water tank will provide plenty of water for all users 
of the facility and especially for the Pony Club Camp 
during the hot summer months.

The support shown for this application was over-
whelming and I would like to take a moment to 
thank the Community Groups who supported us in 
this venture. Yinnar & District Community Asso-
ciation, Yinnar South Citizens Association, Yinnar 
Lions Club, Yinnar and Yinnar South Fire Brigades 
and Yinnar Primary School. Sincere thanks must also 
go to the Bendigo Community Bank and all person-
nel associated with these grants. A huge thank you 
to each and every one of you who got behind us to 
make this happen. It just shows that Community 
Spirit is still alive and well.
It would be remiss of me not to also thank Bushman 
Tanks and Yinnar Fuel & Farm Supplies who pro-
vided us with a 22,500-litre water tank, and also Tony 
Lawless of TDL Excavations who completed excava-
tion works at the site. Thank you guys.
In late October we were invited to take part in the 
Stockland Plaza Annual Christmas Parade, which 
was held on 16 November.  A number of riders 

donned their club 
polos and prepared 
their trusty steeds 
for the Parade. The 
weather wasn't all that 
kind to us, with rain 
falling throughout the 
morning, however this 
didn't deter members 
of the public from 
lining the streets. The 
crowd continued to 
grow as the morning 
progressed and come 
Parade time, the rain 
had stopped, umbrel-
las were nowhere to 
be seen and everyone 
enjoyed the Parade.

It was a great experience and we are so pleased we 
were asked to take part in this special event. Thank 
you to Stockland Plaza and especially Louise Mc-
Kendry from Stockland Plaza, for providing all the 
information required to make this a terrific day.
We have been very lucky to receive a grant from 
Latrobe City recently to complete the arena fencing 
at the Yinnar South Pony Club. The fencing of the 
arena will provide a much safer environment for all 
users. Sincere thanks to Latrobe City for helping us 
out with this project.
2015 is looking great!  We have a number of camp-
over rides planned and many more new adventures 
to conquer. To keep up to date with what's happen-
ing, follow us on Facebook or the ATHRA Website.
At this stage, I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year and please stay safe.

"Happy Riding".
Mick Rasmus,
President.     

Jill at Mc Gauran's Beach.

Mick, Biancca and Nikita getting ready for the Stockland 
Plaza	Annual	Christmas	Parade.

Downtown Traralgon, Stockland Christmas Parade riders.
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Boolarra 
Netball Club 

FOUndATIOn CLUB m.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

Our C Grade Premiers
As you know our C Grade girls won the Mid Gippsland Grand Final 
against Morwell East and our A Grade girls came a very close Runners 
Up to Mirboo North. It was an action packed day and very exciting to 
watch. Boolarra always has the best crowd support and on Grand Final 
day the Community were out in force to support our girls and watch 
them play their best netball. Well done to both teams, you represented 
your community beautifully.
As Season 2015 is fast approaching, don’t forget to keep up your fitness 
so it’s not as hard to get back into training after the Christmas break. 
Our start-up BBQ fun night will be on 4 February. All senior and jun-
ior players welcome.                         
Junior Netball (CNIA)
To all the Junior Netball girls, we look forward to seeing you at train-
ing on 5 February next year at 4:30pm down at the courts, ready for an-
other great season. So over the school holidays, maybe you could play 
catch with a friend, go for a walk or run with your Mum or Dad, or 
shoot some goals if you have some spare time. There is a new goal ring 
just outside the courts near the BBQ Shelter, which the Park Commit-
tee kindly put up so we can practise all year round.
BEST WISHES TO ALL FOR A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 
HAPPY AND SAFE NEW YEAR.

Jackie M Glade.

Net Set Go girls with coach Jackie McGlade.

11 and Unders with coach Cherry Prior.

Boolarra Netball 13 and Unders girls strike a pose.
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The Boolarra Football netball Club would like to thank 
their valuable sponsors for Season 2013 and welcome them 

back for Season 2014 we ask that you get behind these businesses 
as they support our community club. 

Morwell Cub Inc., Prorent, Tony Antonelli Accounting, Lincon Hire & Services, Boolarra 
Pub, Anish Parekh The Good Guys, Mirboo North & District Community Bank, Slater & 
Gordon, Boolarra Fish Farm, Jims Building Inspections, Gibson Groundspread, Latrobe City, 
Owen Transport, Yinnar Community Hotel, Boolarra Post Office, Trafalgar Mens & Boyswear, 
Tradeweld, Valley Trophy Centre, Soroptimist International, Strzelecki Plumbing, J Smith Mo-
tors, Monacellars Wine & Spirits, Palms Apartments, Prosper Valley Excavations, Windmill 
Ag, Riviera Display Kitchens, Mirboo North Golf Club, Kennedy Haulage/ Driffield Quarries, 
Prosper Valley Gravel, G & C Plasters, Out of Dough, Willaton Transport, BJ Bennett & Co 
Real Estate, Onsite Welding Services, Benson Timber & Hardware, Latrobe Valley Funeral 

Services, Bellebanne, Gatts Panel Works, Willys Bobcat hire, Norm Oliver Butchers, 
Young Signs, Latrobe Eyecare, Samantha Brick Health & Massage, Russell Northe, 

McDonalds, Morwell Tenpins, KFC Churchill, Future Flicks, Massaro Mo-
tors, Alfresh 2 Go

Boolarra Football 
Club 

FOUndATIOn CLUB m.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

The Club held their Presentation Night at the Mor-
well Club on Friday 19 September and a great night was had by all that 
attended. Senior award winners were:

Best and Fairest     Daryl Mayman
Runner Up Best and Fairest   Ken Towt
Most Consistent     Daniel Wilson
Most Determined    Andrew Thorpe
Coaches Award    Matthew Windsor 
Most Improved     Matt Buglisi
Goalkicking Award     Jesse Giardina
Best player in finals     Nick Hider

Reserves award winners were:

Best and Fairest   Thomas Beamish
Runner Up Best and Fairest  Josh Wilson
Most Consistent    Michael Dunn
Most Improved    Kieran Foley 
Best Utility    Jacob Vuillermin
Goalkicking Award   Peter Gilpin
Coaches Award    Hayden Kite

Boolarra Football Netball Club also awarded their Annual Presidents 
Award Trophy to Matt Buglisi, for his service to the Club as a player 
and his work done with the Captains Camp. Best Club Person was 
awarded to Paul Dodds for his ongoing work around the Club Com-
mittee and team manager for our teams, as well as all the hard work in 
applying for grants for the Club. The Club appreciates all of your hard 
work Paul.
Boolarra Football Netball Club held it’s Annual General Meeting at 
the Social Rooms on 28 October 2014. The following committee was 
elected for Season 2014: President – Russell McGlade, Vice President – 
Paul Dodds, Secretary – John Cargill, Treasurer – Darren Napier, and 
General Committee members – Peter Rennie, Kate Duxbury, Mark 
Carnes, Cathleen Dodds, Jess Middlemiss, Cassie Hill,  Simon Buglisi, 
Lyn Smith, Keith Holmes, Jody O’Kane, Anne Reiske, Chris Wareham,  
Faye Taylor, Jackie McGlade, and Stella Ibbetson.
The Club has reappointed 2011 Senior Premiership coach Tony Giardi-
na for season 2014 for his seventh season at the helm of the Club. The 
Club appreciates Tony's ongoing work around the Club and the loyalty 
as senior coach. Simon Buglisi has been reappointed for his second 
year as Reserves coach after taking the team into the second week of 
the finals. James Holmes has been appointed as Thirds coach for this 
season after coaching the Under 10's team for two years. All local lads 
are welcome to come down to the Club to train with the senior squad 
starting on Wednesday 3 December and every Wednesday thereafter 
until Christmas. Past players and anyone from the surrounding area are 
more than welcome to come along and train with the local team.    
Football training starts on Wednesday 3 December up until Christmas. 
All players old and new are welcome. 
The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to thank their valuable 
sponsors for Season 2014 and ask that you get behind these businesses 
as they support our community Club. 

Darren Napier.

A Grade girls, Runners Up in the championship 
Mid Gippsland.

C Grade Premiers against Morwell East.


