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Roslyn Carstairs 
Writing Award

The Gippsland Association of Affiliated Historical 
Societies recognises contributions to local Gipps-
land history. The Boolarra and District Historical 
Society nominated Roz Carstairs for her written 
contribution to local history. Her nomination was 
accepted by the association. On Saturday, 16 May at 
Coal Creek, Roslyn was presented with her award. 
Her citation reads:

“The award of Achievement Certificate has been 
awarded to Roslyn Carstairs for an outstanding 
written contribution to the history of Boolarra and 
District. Roslyn Carstairs is an active member of 
the Boolarra community and has made a significant 
contribution to the preserving of its history. In 1984, 
Roslyn wrote a history of Boolarra and the sur-
rounding district to celebrate Boolarra’s centenary. 
She had also written a history of the Boolarra Bowl-
ing Club.

Poppy Tile Honour Board Unveiled

David O’Brien - National Medal Presentation
At the recent Morwell 
Group of Fire Brigades 
dinner, long serving 
Boolarra brigade member 
and current third Lieuten-
ant David O’Brien was 
presented with the CFA 
National Medal by District 
27 Operations Manager, 
Bill Johnston. To be eligi-
ble for the National Medal 
a member must have a 
minimum of fifteen years 
of service to the CFA. It is 
awarded for diligent long 
service to the community 
in hazardous circumstanc-
es, including in times of emergency and national disaster, in direct protection of life and prop-
erty. The service must fulfil the primary function of the CFA, members must have maintained a 
level of training that enables them to meet that primary function and they must have served the 
CFA diligently and with good conduct. Dave not only meets these criteria, he surpasses them. 
He joined Boolarra Fire Brigade in 1976 and has held variously the positions of 2nd, 3rd and 
4th Lieutenant over this time. He has been an active operational fire fighter over this period of 
time and played a key management role in the Delburn Complex fire as Incident Controller over 
many days. Dave is a Life Member of Boolarra Fire Brigade and a Life Member of the CFA. He 
currently holds the 35 year membership clasp and has also been awarded the National Emergen-
cy Medal – Victorian 2009 Fires. He has played a huge role within our community, liaising with 
community groups, providing advice to community members and mentoring younger brigade 
members. As well, Dave has been instrumental in the Morwell Group of Fire Brigades, having 
held the position of DGO2 – Training. As part of the creation of District 27 and the new groups, 
David is the inaugural DGO 2 – Training for Merton Group. He will continue to bring a vast 
array of experience, energy and forward planning to this role as he has done over many years. 
We were immensely proud to be present at the presentation of the National Medal to David – a 
thoroughly deserved recognition of his services to CFA, Boolarra Brigade and Morwell Group. 
Congratulations, our Dave.

Di Billingsley - Captain.

Roz Carstairs is being presented with the award.

The Hall Brothers Bruce, 
Alister and Ross.

On Saturday 18 April 2015, the Poppy 
Tile Honour Board was unveiled at Bool-
arra Cemetery. Despite grey and threat-
ening skies, a group of approximately 
600 people gathered for the ceremony. 
The Secretary, Glenys Morgan, welcomed 
all present, some of whom had travelled 
from Melbourne, Tasmania and even 
New Zealand to honour their ancestors 
who had fought in World War I and 
returned home.

Our local MP Russell Northe spoke of 
the sacrifices they and their families 
had made and of the importance of 
this and future generations to remem-
ber and honour these men. Once the 
board was unveiled, three of the Yinnar 
Scouts (Craig, Luke and Lance) planted 
Flanders Poppy seeds in the garden bed 
below the Honour Board. The individual 
names of the 15 men were read out and 
their descendants came forward and had 
their pictures taken alongside the board.

Dave O’Brien responds after being presented with the National Medal by District 
27 Operations Manager Bill Johnstone and Morwell Group’s Group Officer Steve 

Barling. 

Continued Page 2
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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 
Committee unless acknowledged as 

such. 

No endorsement of products or services 
is implied by the listing of advertisers or 

sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the committee 

takes no responsibility for errors.

THE BOOLARRA LINK 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Committee members are:
Luke Potter - President - Ph: 0418 530 682
Helen Seales - Treasurer 
Alan Hall - Secretary
Helen Seales - Advertising Officer
Sylvia Sauppe -Editor - Ph: 5169 6321
Alan Hall - Sub-editor
Alan Hall - Proof reading
Dave Holt - Proof reading
Roz Carstairs - Proof reading
Tammy Richards - Photographer Ph: 5169 6328

Feedback, articles, photos and correspondence 
can be provided via email to  

BoolarraLink@hotmail.com  or by letter 
addressed to The Boolarra Link and dropped 

off with Gwenda or Roger at the 
Boolarra Post Office. 

Website: thelink.boolarra.vic.au

BOOLARRA LINK ADvERTISINg

Advertisements are in blocks of 8cm WIDE 
x 10cm HIGH

Blocks can be arranged side by side 
or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks -  $28.00

Additional blocks $28.00

BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance.

--- Fantastic Firewood ---
- GENEROUS UTE LOAD -

UNSPLIT BUT MOSTLY

‘READY TO BURN’ SIZED PIECES

-- $75.00 --
********

ORDERS/ENQUIRIES 

PHONE ALAN
51691573
********

NOTE: This is legally sourced, fallen timber from our own 
property– (not STATE FOREST or similar)!

FAST, FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Her recent publication, ‘They Gave Their Today 
for Our Tomorrow’ documents the stories of 
Boolarra servicemen who died in action. The 
history of those who served in World War I, 
World War II and the Korean War are also told 
in this book. It is an important record for the 
town. Roslyn began her research from the names 
on the memorial pillars at the entrance to the 
Boolarra Recreation Reserve and she was
instrumental in encouraging the committee to 
have these pillars refurbished.
Roslyn has shown a passion for the history of 
Boolarra and the district and has also spent 
countless hours interviewing people and con-
ducting research in Australia and overseas. Writ-
ing such histories is no easy task as they require 
interest, skill, energy and persistence.
Her latest book is a timely record of a part of 
Boolarra’s history that was previously little 
known. It will be a wonderful legacy in years to 
come.”

Roz Carstairs GAAHS Award.

Congratulations Roz
At their recent AGM the Gippsland Associa-
tion of Affiliated Historical Societies awarded 
well-known teacher, librarian and historian Roz 
Carstairs for her “outstanding written contri-
bution to the history of Boolarra and district”. 
Roz was nominated by the Boolarra Historical 
Society and received the award at a ceremony at 
the Coal Creek Park and Museum, Korumburra, 
earlier in May. 
Roz was, for many years, the editor of this news-
paper. She has authored the ‘The Twelve Mile 
Peg’ (a history of Boolarra) and the history of the 
Boolarra Bowling Club. Her most recent book, 
‘They Gave Their Today for Our Tomorrow’ is 
on those young men from Boolarra who fell in 
World War I. It was published last year and has 
nearly sold out. Boolarra should be proud of her 
achievement.

Bill and Ron Armstrong.

From Page 1

CHURCHILL  HOT  BREAD
For ALL your

BREAD & PASTRY
requirements

HOT PIEs
Take-away Cappucino

& Lattes
Now available

CATERING  AVAILABLE
Monday to Friday - 7am - 5:30pm
saturday & sunday - 7am - 2pm

5122 3255
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BOOLARRA POST OFFICE
 

7 Tarwin street, Boolarra  Vic  3870 
Ph: 5169 6209  Fax: 03 5169 6523  
em: rgp@jonshell.com.au

Open:   Monday to Friday - 9:00am to 12:00pm and 12:45 to 5:00pm
Saturdays – 9:00am to 11:00am except long weekends when we will be closed.

Supplying all Australia Post Products including Express, International, and Registered mail,  
Stamps, Packaging etc.  Photocopying & Fax Service.  JP on site most days, appointments appreci-

ated to save you a wasted trip in.
Bill Paying  by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals are 

also available.  Travel Money and Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa 
Cards are also available here as well as the Travel Visa cards.            

Banking services are  available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can help 
you do a Western Union Money Transfer. Electoral Roll Application forms are available here. And 

Senior Card applications are also available
We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.

We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, not to mention the extra 
things like plants, the 5 cent box and produce  when available to raise money for the Stompers.

 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you are enti-
tled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery.

 Gwenda, Roger and Team.
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 
AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879.  S48164-1 
(232943_v1) (2/12/2014)

It’s switching your banking to us. 
But it’s bigger than that.
It’s $254,000 poured back into South West 
Gippsland.
Our bank invests its profits into our community, so just 
by banking with us, you automatically become part of 
something bigger. Bigger than a bank.

Drop into your nearest branch at 88 Ridgway, Mirboo 
North or phone 5668 1231 or apply now at 
bendigobank.com.au

bendigobank.com.au

The grey skies cleared and after walking 
among the graves and seeing those hon-
oured with the Poppy Tile, those present 
adjourned to the Multi Purpose Building 
where they enjoyed a delicious morning 
tea. Stories were told about their ancestors 
and some of those attending brought along 
extra information to share.
It is planned to compile a booklet about 
these 15 men and it is hoped to have it 
published by the end of this year.

Glenys Morgan,
Secretary,
5169 6721.

BOOLARRA sCOUT 
HALL AVAILABLE

 
Expressions of interest are invited for the use of 
the Boolarra Scout Hall on a long term basis. 
It has been a fixture in Boolarra since it was 
re-erected on its site in the 1960’s.  The Hall has 
been hired by a church group for some years, 
and is about to become vacant.  No rent pay-
ment is sought, but the hirer will need to meet 
the cost of the annual Department of Environ-
ment Water and Planning licence fee, property 
insurance contribution and water and electric-
ity charges.  The contact person to discuss this 
opportunity is Leo Billington, Chair of the 
Strzelecki Scout District on 5166 1848. To see 
inside the hall, contact 
Sylvia Sauppe on 5169 6321.

Tuffin Relatives

 Luke, Lance and Craig assisted with the un-
veiling and planted some poppy seeds

From Page 1

Crowd at the Poppy Tile presentation 
ceremony.

Visitors wandering around 
Boolarra Cemetery.
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Craig Young Butchery
Gourmet Meats

Specialising in bulk meats
Fresh Fish Friday

Have your stock slaughtered, cut-up, 
packed & frozen to your requirements

Phone Orders Taken
90 Ridgway, Mirboo North

Ph:  5668  1632
Superb Spit Roasts 

& Catering Available
Proprietors:  Fiona & Craig Young

KEN GRAEME MOTORs
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo North 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax:    5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester                     
& service Centre

ANZAC sERVICE
An Anzac Service was held at the RSL Memo-
rial in Boolarra on Friday 24 April. This service 
commemorated the 100th Anniversary of the 
Gallipoli landings and those who had fought and 
made the ultimate sacrifice as well as those who 
had fought and returned. This year, the children 
from Boolarra Primary School played an integral 
part of the service. Each child made a poppy to 
place in the garden and many children came 
dressed for the era. Eve and Caterina read their 
poems they had written, Holly and Darcy raised 
the flag during the playing of reveille and Emre 
and Mirabel placed a wreath. The poppies were 
placed in the garden while the names of Bool-
arra’s fallen were read out. Geoff Dunkley, a local 
Vietnam Veteran gave the Anzac Service address. 
The service was well attended by the local com-
munity who enjoyed the opportunity to chat 
while having a cuppa in the Hall following the 
service.

Roz Carstairs,
Convenor,
ANZAC Service.

ANZAC DAY  Poem by Eve  

The bang of the guns began to roar,
Soldiers told themselves this must be 

war,
From their families they had parted.
To fight in the war which had now 

started,
They hid in the trenches and fired their 

shots,
The amount of lives lost equals lots, 

lots, lots.
Remember the men that fought in 

that war,
The nurses that saved more men than 

they had ever saw,
For they did not do it for themselves,
But for their countries, us, ourselves.

Lest We Forget.

Eve reading her poemChildren observe a minutes silence

School Captains Mirabel 
& Emre

Children placing poppies.

ANZAC Poem by Caterina Reiske

The soldiers march side by side,
United together no will lie,

Volunteers run bravely into the night,
Running under their flag that is held 

high.
Quarrel and violence is everywhere,
An argument wouldn’t be rare.

The nurses just as brave as the soldiers,
There is no time around for indulgence,

Working 24/7, treating every case,
Giving comfort to the soldiers whatever 

their state.

Poppies grow up with soldiers surround-
ed by blood,

A tribute the soldiers who fought with 
love.

And on this day come sunshine or rain,

   Lest We Forget.
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Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, 
Domestic Water 

Contact Dave for Free Quotes
Phone: 51 696 462    Mobile: 0428 696 462    Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au

Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley 
gravel

Charlie Roy 90th Birthday

“Somebody who was always there, always had your 
back” was how guest speakers at the birthday 
celebrations for Charlie Roy described him.  
An intimate collection of family and friends 
gathered on a pleasant Autumn afternoon at the 
Mirboo North Golf Club on Saturday, 18 April to 
celebrate George ‘Charlie’ Roy’s 90th Birthday.
Travelling from near and 
far, together they created 
a wonderful atmosphere 
in which all shared deli-
cious spit roast lunch with 
salads. A truly happy 
occasion was made ever-
more special for Charlie 
when the speeches began.
Stories of years gone-
by were enjoyed by the 
guests who heard from 
two of Charlie’s nephews 
that had spent many 
school holidays at Mor- Phone: 5169 6754 Mobile: 0409 356 480

J.H. Fox
Licensed   R.E.C 3822

Electrical Contractor

Stove &Hot Water 
Repairs & Service

Rural & Domestic
Property Maintenance

rells Hill in Budgeree with Charlie and Natalie 
for many years - reflecting fondly of their time 
spent and the special childhood memories that 
Charlie had created for them.
Local friends Henry Hilliar, Edgar Owen and 
Bruce Hall all reminisced about the ‘earlier years’, 
but each with a common theme to what they 
shared; that Charlie was one of those friends 
who was always there whenever you needed him, 
a caring man who put others before himself and 
somebody you were proud to have called your 
friend.
Both his daughters had travelled from interstate 
for the gathering and reflected on their Dad be-
ing “all they could have asked for”. Neither Mar-
jie nor Chris can remember a time when he lost 
his cool with them at any point during their lives. 
The only memory they did have of him “losing it” 
was with one of his stud Jersey Bulls that ended 
with a broken big toe!  
In reply, Charlie thanked all for attending, in 
particular his girls for organising and setting up, 
the Golf Club for hosting, the ladies for attend-
ing in the kitchen and finally his wife Natalie for 
caring for him for all these years.
A significant highlight for the day was that all 
of Charlie’s family were present for the 

occasion, two daughters and sons-in-law, five 
grandchildren and their partners and five great-
grandchildren. This represented four generations 
and was captured beautifully with some profes-
sional photos by Nicole Smith to highlight the 
marvellous effort that it is, reaching 90 years of 
age and his greatest achievement in life, his pre-
cious family.
Local pastry chef Monique Beamish made and 
decorated a magnificent Collingwood Football 
Jumper cake to share and as he cut the cake he 
turned to the guests and shouted “Good old 
Collingwood forever!”
A great time was had by all.

Julia Bickerton.
Life-long Collingwood fan, 

cutting his ‘themed’ 90th cake.

Charlie and Natalie Roy of Budgeree.

Happy family gathering - The Roys.
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April's outing was on Easter Tuesday so the group 
opted to have lunch at Thelma and Arthur's as 
not everyone was available. Those who were 
there had a lovely afternoon. In May, a local 
garden in Jeeralang was on the agenda on a fairly 
damp day. Those who were able to go to Jeeralang 
car-pooled as it was not very far to go and meant 
we did not have to impose on John to drive us. 
The gardens we visit always impress. Sometimes 

we go to suburban blocks while others are 
on acreage. We can get inspired by the ideas 

and plants we see and often come home 
with cuttings or plants from garden-
ers who love to share. We are always 
on the lookout for unusual plants and 
interesting ideas and our outings are 
very enjoyable. Winter is a good time 
to plan ahead for summer. Vegetable 
beds can be planted with a green crop 
such as peas or lupins to feed the soil. 
If you have winter vegies growing then 
some liquid fertiliser can be beneficial. 
Compost tea is good for this. Put half a 
bucket of compost in with 20 litres of 
water, stir then let settle. Pour off the 
dark brown tea into a bucket and then 
use 3 parts water to 1 part compost tea 
on your plants. Bare rooted plants will 

be in nurseries now: roses, fruit and ornamental 
trees will be ready to plant. If you have a clay soil, 
some gypsum can help break it up. A light feed 
of wood ash can be used in the garden too as a 
good source of potash. Make sure it is cold before 
you put it on though or you might cause some 
damage. Snails and slugs don't like crawling over 

ash so it is doubly useful.  Garden Club 
members are potting up plants from their 
gardens ready for the Open Gardens Day 
in November when they will have a stall. 
Jill is still finalising this day and would 
like to hear from anyone who would like 
to participate.

Denise Schiller,
Secretary.

BOOLARRA GARDEN GROUP 

 BOOLARRA 
MEMORIAL HALL
The Boolarra Memorial Hall continues to 
provide an excellent venue for local events and 
private functions such as weddings. The next 
community event to be held in the Hall is the 
Boolarra Community Art Show from Friday 
26 June (opening night 7:00pm-11:00pm), and 
continuing Saturday 27 June 10:00am-4:00pm, 
and Sunday 28 June 10:00am–3:00pm.
The Hall Committee will be providing morn-
ing and afternoon tea on Saturday and Sunday. 
A plate of eats plus any amount of tea/coffee is 
available for $5. Soft drinks will be on sale as 
well for the youngsters. We are always looking 
for new committee members. We have meet-
ings every two months on the third Thursday at 
7:30pm at the Hall. Our meetings are short and 
the next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 16 
July.
The Hall Committee would like to thank the 
kind person who has been mowing the large 
section of lawn at the Hall. It is much appreci-
ated.
All Hall bookings and payments can be made 
at the Boolarra Store.
Enquiries: Roz Carstairs 0429383686 or Rob-
ern Lubawski 51696494.

Roz Carstairs,
Secretary.

Abstract garden sculpture in iron.

Sunny day for enjoying a garden 
tour.

Landscaping ideas: pav-
ing and archway.
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H A Z E LW O O D
P R O P E R T Y

M A I N T E N A N C E
Small or Large Lawns

Gutters / Window Cleaning
Pruning / Weed Eradication

Mark & sandra Maynard

PH / FAX: 03 5163 1782
MOBILE:  0412 549 376

hazelpm@optusnet.com.au 

Boolarra South Landcare Group was pleased to 
receive an award from Latrobe Catchment Land-
care Network for Innovation and Sustainable 

Practices for our work at the Old Mill Site. The award was presented at the 
‘Green Carpet Showcase’ held at the Traralgon Vineyard in April. On Fri-
day, 8 May, a group enjoyed an outing to Cranbourne Botanical Gardens. 
Both of these events were a change from our often work related meetings.
In March, West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority hosted 
a very informative koala training course at Craven's Farm. Dr Steven 
Phillips gave us an overview of koala ecology with a special focus on the 
recent research into the Strzelecki koalas - so important historically and 
genetically. He was a fascinating speaker and linked our local koalas with 
some recently found around Bega where koalas had not been seen for many 
years. The research near Bega proved how valuable protected habitat was as 
they were in an area that had not been logged and now this area has been 
protected from logging. The local area with the highest koala density was 
Morwell National Park but work around here is incomplete. We then did 
some fieldwork learning the ‘Spot Assessment Technique’ for koala moni-

toring and we received a certificate to prove our competence!
The last little bit of track at the Mill Site has been completed with help from 
the students from Federation Training. All the tracks are now linked so 
lots of different walks are possible. The area around the old boiler has been 
cleared ready for the development of a heritage display. The students from 
Federation Training have also begun work on the ‘Platypus and Rikali’ pro-
ject and have begun surveying the Morwell River for signs of activity. If you 
know of any platypus pools, Malcolm Grant or Alison Craven would love 
to hear from you for their monitoring and habitat work.

The Latrobe Field Naturalists ‘mothing’ on 20 March was very successful 
with 103 different moths identified; well up on the 69 types identified 
in 2013.  Ken Harris photographed a very nobby beetle that he thought 
was a Hide Beetle. He sent his photo to Nick Porch, a moth expert, who 
corrected him saying that it was Aulacopris reichei  in the Scarabaeidae. 
Then, Ken Walker from the Museum came on board to say that this 
beetle was very rare and was on the IUCN Red List of threatened spe-
cies, and he then featured it in a weekly newsletter of research data from 
the Museum called ‘The Bowerbird’. We might be having beetle surveys 
next! Look out for nobby beetles on your walks.

Denise Schiller,  
Publicity Officer.

Boolarra south 
Landcare Group

New track sign at the Mill Site, recognis-
ing work of ‘Mick’s’ Crowley and Schiller.

Relic of Boolarra’s timber past: a rusty boiler.
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We help people across Gippsland design 
and build their own websites. We can 
help you build, or we can build a website 
completely for you. 

Global experience, local people. 
Reasonable rates.

Web Design

Contact Luke now

0418 530 682

luke@charlie-mac.com
web.charlie-mac.com

Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
 

Rob Franssen & Dale stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

If No Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal

THE OLD PUB
The recently re-opened ‘Old Pub’ had its origins in Boolarra’s heyday 
when the town was a bustling centre for timber and dairying. In the early 
days of Boolarra’s development, the town boasted an extensive selection 
of shops and businesses including three hotels: Penaluna’s ‘Settlers Arms’ 
(now a residence), ‘Railway Hotel’ (where the Hall now stands) and ‘Club 
Hotel’ - now the ‘Old Pub Coffee House & Eatery’). The first publican was 
Mr Scanlon and the last publican was Bob Kelly. The original building was 
all timber until Ernie Plath was employed to add the bluestone, giving the 
Old Pub its wonderful country-style appeal. Once the new ‘Boolarra Club 
Hotel’ was built in 1989, the premises on the corner of Duke St became af-
fectionately known as the Old Pub. Peter Townsend purchased the Old Pub 
and in 1991 it re-opened as a licensed restaurant offering lunch and dinner. 
Peter completely renovated and restored the Old Pub, appreciating its place 
in Boolarra’s history.
In 2006, Geoff and Chris Dunkley, with an eye for a worthwhile antique, 
bought the Old Pub from Warwick ‘Smokey’ Dawson and Jeannie Hey-
natz, who had previously ran it as a licensed restaurant. Chris and Geoff 
loved the building and added their touches to the Old Pub with thoughts 
of providing a B & B. They then made the decision to sell. However their 
son Luke, who had worked in various hospitality jobs in Melbourne, was 

quietly dismayed at this prospect. He remembered
family get togethers, Christmas and birthdays celebrated there. Luke and 
partner Carolyn secretly dreamed of a country lifestyle in a small town and 
in the hospitality trade they both love. It seemed too good to be true to 
have this lifestyle on their family doorstep. So the Old Pub Coffee House 
& Eatery was born. It took over 12 months of hard slog to finally open on 
the ‘Boolarra Folk Festival’ weekend in February this year. People flocked 
to the Old Pub and enjoyed a delicious lunch menu. Probably for some, 
curiosity took them there but for many it was a thrill to know the Old Pub 
was re-opening.
Luke, Carolyn and Calliope offer breakfast, a light lunch selection, sweets 
and beverages. Produce is sourced locally wherever possible and not long 
down the track, Luke, Carolyn and Calliope hope to offer a more extensive 
eating experience when their liquor license is approved. Their Winter trad-
ing hours are Thursday and Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm and Saturday and 
Sunday 9:00am to 4:00pm. 

The Old Pub can be contacted on (03)5169 6447 
email: info@theoldpubboolarra.com.au 
web: www.theoldpubboolarra.com.au

Carolyn, Luke and Calliope
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The Yinnar & District Community 
Garden is looking beautiful with the 
Central Mosaic finished - thanks to 
lots of hard work from designer Sari 
Anderson and her many different 
helpers.
Stage 2 of the garden is now close to 
completion. There is still mesh to go 

up on the pergolas for the vines to grow on and amphitheatre steps to install up to the 
gazebo.  
From the start of this year, we no longer have access to grant money to fund the Com-
munity Garden. This means that we are reliant on members paying their $10 member-
ship fees (due on 1 July each year). The basic administration cost of running the garden 
(including compulsory public liability insurance and the costs of being incorporated) 
is around $300 per year. To cover this cost, we need at least 30 people to renew their 
membership each year. We are also fundraising by making hand-printed calico bags 
and tea towels for sale at local markets.
If you haven't seen the Garden lately, pop by and enjoy the 
aromas and beauty. Group Tours are available for a gold coin 
donation each.
We welcome visitors to the garden, however picking rights are 
reserved for members only. Cuttings can be taken at Working 
Bees - held every 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month from 1pm. 
Come along and share afternoon tea from 3:00pm. 
Membership can now be paid online (contact Rosemary at yin-
narcg@gmail.com for the account details).
Upcoming Events.
Olive Picking Tour of Devon Siding Olives: Sunday, 24 May.
Pyrography workshop (the art of decorating wood with a heated 
implement): Saturday 20 June.
Grafting Day: Saturday, 15 August (TBC).
 
For further info or to buy a fundraiser tea towel or calico bag 
contact Catheryn, YDCG, 0435 048 153.

Catheryn Thompson,
Secretary.

Life skills for Women Comes to Churchill
A new course for women facing changes in their lives is about to begin at the 
Churchill Neighbourhood Centre in Term 3.
The course is aimed at women who are wondering: where to, from now?  Maybe be-
cause their youngest child has started school or their children have finished school 
and perhaps moved out of home. It is also suitable for women who have gone 
through other events and changes in life, such as a separation or loss of a partner, 
retrenchment, or a need to return to the workforce.
Course tutor, Isabel Temple, said she is looking forward to taking the course. She 
knows there will be many women who find themselves at a loose end because of 
life’s changes. Women can, for example, often feel at a loose end when their children 
reach their teenage years. 
The course is government funded and based upon a popular class that has been 
running at the Traralgon Neighbourhood Learning House. Life Skills for Women 
will cover such topics as Effective Communication and Assertiveness Training, 
Self Management and Time Management Skills, Goal Setting, Identifying Personal 
Strengths, Self Esteem and Confidence Building, Personal Presentation and Inter-
view Skills. It will give women a chance to try new things in a supportive environ-
ment. 
Life Skills for Women is starting in July at the Churchill Neighbourhood Centre on 
Wednesdays 9:30am-12:30pm at a cost of $80 or $60 concession for eight weeks. 
Contact Julia on 5122 2955 for more information.

 

Located at the Churchill & District Community Hub  
9 - 11 Philip Pde, Churchill 

5122 2955  churchillnc@bigpond.com   www.churchill.org.au  

 Life Skills for Women 

 Creative Writing 
 Photo Editing 
 Digital Scrapbooking 

 Community Garden 
 Discussion Groups 

 Computers 
 Volunteering 

 Book Club 
 Men’s Shed 

 Tai Chi 
 Cooking 

 Patchwork  
 Quilting 

‘Mosaic and helpers’ from left: Olga Sass, 
Carmen Legues, Melanie Wiltshire, Sari 

Anderson.
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FRIENDs OF THE 
UPPER MORWELL RIVER  INC.

HAZELWO OD
HEALTH CENTRE

BULK BILLING
To ALL Medicare Card Holders

Family  Medicine
Minor Surgical Procedures

Immunisations, Industrial  Medicals
Physiotherapy, Psychology

Visiting Paediatrican, Pathology

CONsULTING HOURs
MONDAY - FRIDAY  8:00am - 5:30 pm

sATURDAY - 8:00am - 1:30 pm

5122 2555
9a GEORGINA PLACE CHURCHILL

“Caring Family Medicine”

HHCKnitting Yarns by Mail
Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au

Your one stop shop for the very best yarns,
knitting patterns, needles & accessories

Dolls wigging & mohair for Santas & craft

FREE catalogue now available
Yarns include silk, cotton, bamboo, wool, mohair,

alpaca, cashmere & sock yarns from leading brands -
Patons, Cleckheaton, Panda, Noro, 
Debbie Bliss, Heirloom, Eki Riva, 
Lana Gatto, Shepherd, Jo Sharp

plus our own exclusive range of hand dyed mohair yarn

114 Fox & Fanckes Rd,  Boolarra sth 3870
Open by appointment only

Online orders delivered free to Boolarra street addresses

stokesay@bigpond.com  
Ph. Alison - 0408 992 927

The Morwell River Falls seems to be growing in popularity as we al-
ways meet plenty of visitors and campers when we go there to work. 
Certainly, through the summer months, there were quite a few 
campers in the area and lots of day visitors. Some visitors did not 
like the leeches - I know just how they feel. We put up a new sign 
to encourage people to take their rubbish home but some campers 
with little to do took it out and turned it around!  Alan faced it back 
the right way, unnecessary work! We would hope that those camp-
ing in such an unspoilt area would respect it and it is disappointing 
when they do not. Last month's working bee was cancelled because 
of the weather and with all the rain lately it will be interesting to 
see if the rock wall around the seat on the riverbank has held firm, 
otherwise your feet won’t touch the ground when you sit on the seat. 
We still have some more filling to go in around this seat so we hope 
it is fine for our next working bee. We will check the tracks and fill 
in some holes on Frontage Road and generally monitor the area as 
long as the rain stays away. 

Denise Schiller, Secretary.

 stories from the Ashes
Stories from the Ashes explores young rural adults’ psychosocial recovery 
beyond the 2009 Gippsland bushfires. The aim of the project is to hear how 
you are recovering and give you a say about social support and the impact this 
support has on your recovery. So if you are aged 24-34 we would like to hear 
how you are recovering from the 2009 Gippsland bushfires. If you would like to 
participate in a survey questionnaire and/or interview about your experience 
please contact
Rouve Jan Forbes on 03)51281029 or rouve.forbes@monash.edu
Monash University School of Rural Health

 PEOPLE’s CHOICE AWARDs 2015
You can vote now online at www.lcbta.org.au or by phone 1800 621 409 to 
nominate a business or event. So cast your vote for Boolarra Folk Festival – 
Most Popular Community Event.

Sponsored by Southern Cross Austereo.Mick  and Zorka, check up 
on a main track at the Falls 

Reserve. 

Taking a rest, end of working 
bee in March.

Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water. We 

specialise in premium quality
systems, backed up by old-fashioned

Customer Service.

LocaL company, based in 
mirboo north

Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add value to your home
•	 Save $$$ by feeding power into the grid
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
call andy now for a Free in-home quotation

phone: 0405 139 169
andrew@gippslandsolar.com.au
www.gippslandsolar.com.au

✴Solar Power    ✴ Solar Hot Water
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Grand Ridge
Computer Services
*  New & Custom Built systems

*  Malware & Virus Removal
*  software sales & Installation

*  Advice & Assistance
*  Upgrades & Configuration

*  System Maintenance
*  Notebooks & Netbooks

*  Parts & Peripherals
*  Printer Consumables

Ph: 5169 6473
Mob: 0429 696 473
grcs@internode.on.net

P O Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

Boolarra Cemetery Trust
We were unsuccessful in our attempt to gain 
funding for the sealing of the driveway at the 
Cemetery–however, we were invited to re-apply 
for the next round of grants to be held in Septem-
ber-November.
 The ‘Poppy Tile’ Honour Board was unveiled 
on 18 April (see separate article). This prompted 
memories of other possible servicemen, and we 
have been given six more names to investigate 
and confirm service details.
A workshop on ‘Governance and Operational 
Training’ for Cemetery Trust members was held 
on 21-22 May at the Memorial Hall. Five mem-
bers from Boolarra Cemetery Trust attended. The 
five members from Boolarra will report to the 
next meeting; to be held on Wednesday 17 June at 
7:30pm. 
We have received lots of positive feedback on the 
Cemetery, and how beautiful the grounds are 
looking. This is the result of lots of hard work at 
working bees and constant maintenance.  A big 
‘thank you’ to all involved, and in particular to 
Merilyn Williams and her husband Kenny.

Glenys Morgan,
Secretary, Ph. 5169 6721.

Boolarra Trail 
Blazers

This is a great walking 
group and we don’t let wet 
wether deter us. We meet each Thursday at 
9:00am at the footy ground and if it’s pelt-
ing down we do laps inside or dash around 
the oval between showers. We also have great 
morning tea and good fellowship. At least 
once a month we have special walk. We have 
recently walked Churchill’s Mathison Park 
around Lake Hyland; Boolarra’s new Cemetery 
Track, Trafalgar’s Nature Reserve, and lastly 
the Rail Trail from Darlimurla with a BBQ 
to follow. It’s fun: you get fit and meet new 
friends.
If you would like to participate ring John on 
5169 6494 and he will fill you in with what’s 
happening or come to the footy ground on 
Thursdays at 9:00am. Walking is the way to go!

John Lubawski.

Creative Boolarra 
Art Exhibition
The Boolarra Community Development Commit-
tee is pleased to announce the launch of the third 

‘Creative Boolarra Art Exhibition’ to be held at 
the Boolarra Memorial Hall during 26 to 28 June 
2015. This is a unique biannual event involving 
many members of the Boolarra community, in-
cluding children.
Our main objective is to celebrate and share our 
common creative spirit. We believe that we are all 
creative and have been involved in many crea-
tive activities during our life time. However, due 
to the common belief that only artists are crea-
tive and should show their artwork, most of our 
creative endeavours are overlooked and have not 
been shared with others.
We come together to break this taboo, share our 
created artworks and make art experiences avail-
able and achievable for everyone.
The exhibition will be open during the following 
times:
Friday, 26 June
Opening Night 7:00pm–10:00pm                                                                                                                        
Tickets $10.00 available at the door                                                                                                               
Live Music, Nibbles, Wine and Art
saturday, 27 June
Art show 10:00am–4:00pm
Tickets $3 available at the door.  The Hall Com-
mittee is providing refreshments for purchase.
sunday, 28 June
Art Show 10:00am–3:00pm
Tickets $3 available at the door.  The Hall Com-
mittee is providing refreshments for purchase.
Attendees are encouraged to vote for their favour-
ite artwork. Prizes will be awarded to the winning 
artists.

Boolarra - Yinnar Exercise Group
Boolarra Memorial Hall  
Monday 9:30am –10:30am
Yinnar Memorial Hall            
Friday 10:00am –11:00am

Our active group is still meeting regularly for a 
mix of lively conversation, good music and vary-
ing exercises. We celebrated Charlie Roy’s birth-
day recently with coffee at the shop and shared a 
delicious cake baked by Kathleen.
Now that autumn is here and there are fewer 

warm days to go walking or exercising in the 
garden, why not consider attending our group to 
keep those joints supple and muscles toned.
Our qualified instructor Kathleen thrives on 
keeping our bodies and minds active by varying 
the format regularly. Sometimes we incorpo-
rate weights, occasionally bands or balls. Come 
and join us if you too could benefit from more 
activity. Everyone is welcome to join our casual 
group.

 For further information call Kathleen Millet 5122 
2591 or Kate Cartwright 5169 6592.
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The final tally for ‘Red Cross Calling’ in the 
month of March was $1,217.25. Thank you to 
everyone who responded to the door knock 
conducted by the Yinnar Scouts, and to all who 
put money in the collection tins in Boolarra, 
Churchill, Mirboo North and Yinnar. 
The profit from the sale of the Spring bulbs was 
down on previous years, but still a good result of 
$146.50. 
Our Mothers’ Day Fashion Parade was a huge 
success, raising $300! Then Shelley, manager of 
Bev’s Fashions donated a further $85 (10% of her 
sales), making a grand total of $385. This is the 
best result for a Fashion Parade in the last ten 
years.
The Red Cross ladies catered for the workshop 
for the Cemetery Trust on 21-22 May, and raised 
a further $180. Well done to all who supported 
our group, and to all the Red Cross ladies who 
baked, donated prizes and organised the fund-
raising activities.
Our next fundraiser is ‘The Big Cake Bake’ 
which will be held at the Multi Purpose Room 
on Monday 3 August at 10:00am. Morning tea is 
$5.00 with Lucky Door prizes, a raffle and cakes 
and recipes for sale.
Thank you again to all who support Red Cross. If 
you would like to join Friends of the Red Cross, 
please come to our next meeting on Monday 
6 July, at 1:00pm at the Boolarra Store. Annual 
Membership is $5.00.

Glenys Morgan,
Treasurer.
Ph. 5169 6721.

I trust that all community members have had a 
safe and relaxing Easter break, and hope that you 
managed to catch up with family and friends, or 
even had the opportunity to visit and experience 
some of Gippsland’s wonderful attractions.
An important day on the Australian calendar is 
25 April and I was pleased to attend a number of 
ANZAC day services across the Morwell elector-
ate. All ANZAC Day services across the Latrobe 
Valley were a fitting tribute to those who have 
served our country and provided an opportunity 
for community members to demonstrate their 
gratitude and respect to our courageous service 
men and women. We must also pay due regard 
to our local RSL’s who do a marvellous job in 
hosting various ANZAC day services across the 
region.
The ‘Significant Sporting Events’ program is cur-
rently open to assist sporting, community and 
event organisations to deliver significant sporting 
events in Victoria.  The program, through the 
Event Assistance Grant and Event Development 
Grant categories, provides funding support for 
events that are at a national or international level 
and are supported or sanctioned by a recognised 
sporting authority.
The Significant Sporting Events program is 
designed to encourage regional communities 
to build their event capacity and strengthen the 
community and sports sector. Private event or-
ganisations, National and State Sporting Associa-
tions, venues, Local Government authorities and 
Not For Profit organisations may apply.

•	 Events	Assistance	Grants	up	to	$20,000	
to assist with the general operational costs 
associated with hosting events.
•	 Event	Development	Grants	up	to	
$300,000 to attract and support new and re-

turning events, and to develop and grow existing 
events.
For more information about applying for a grant 
under this program, you can contact 9208 3308 
to discuss your event.
This program will run until 28 February 2018 
and to apply you can visit www.dtpli.vic.gov.au/
significant-sporting-events.
Many sports and active recreational clubs across 
Latrobe Valley have benefited from funding as 
part of the second round of VicHealth’s ‘Active 
Club Grants’ program. Grants of up to $3,000 
each aim to increase physical activity by mak-
ing it easier for clubs to reach out to new par-
ticipants and fund items or equipment that help 
them to improve safety. These grants help clubs 
with expenses that are necessary, but sometimes 
not justifiable through tight budgets.  It is fan-
tastic that these clubs have been recognised for 
their role played within the community, and I 
commend them on receiving this funding. The 
following clubs were among a total of 296 across 
Victoria to share in more than $694,000 worth of 
VicHealth Active Club Grants:
Morwell Tigers Junior Football Club - $2,912
Morwell Football Netball Club - $2,880
Morwell Croquet Club - $2,478
Yallourn North Bowling Club Inc - $2,067
Morwell Cricket Club - $1,947
Moe Golf Club - $650
Morwell Netball Association - $520

Book Club
We had a great start to the year with 
some wonderful chats and a lot of 
exchanging books that we had pur-
chased (we do this as well our group 
books, selected previous year). We 
have the occasional book that no-one likes but we still enjoy the 
discussions. Our latest book is ‘The Ivory Swing’, Janet Turner 
Hospital’s account of a year spent in India. It didn’t make us all 
want to travel there. We are now reading ‘The Grass is Singing’ 
by Doris Lessing – a famous book by a famous author. Earlier in 
the year we had ‘Watcher on the Cast Iron Balcony by Hal Por-
ter, so we are revisiting some old favourites. We start at 6:00pm 
for some light tea then discuss the book, have some coffee and 
cake and should be finished just after 8:00pm so we can get home 
early these dark cold nights. If you would like to come for a chat, 
cheerful company and a good read please ring Robern on 5169 
6494 – we have a couple of vacancies. Remember, in Boolarra 
“Make hay while the sun shines, read when it rains”. We meet the 
first Monday of each month.

Robern Lubawski.

BOOLARRA FRIENDS OF THE

AROUND THE 
TRAPs...
“Morning Mrs Rabbit”, called out Mrs 
Wombat. “How are you today?”
“Oh fair, fair”, replied Mrs Rabbit.
“Oh what’s the matter?” sighed Mrs 
Wombat.
“I was talking to Australia Post last week 
and they are very concerned people are 
not getting their mail addressed proper-
ly. For example, if they have a Post Office 
Box then a Box number should be used, 
not an address. RMB numbers went 
out nine years ago and so should not be 
used”, stated Mrs Rabbit.
“Yes that makes sense”, said Mrs Wom-
bat, “and would be easier for sorting the 
mail correctly”.
Mrs Rabbit continued to say, “But not 
all is bad. Mr Rabbit has overheard the 
mailman say that quite a few mail boxes 

have been upgraded to help with deliver-
ies, and thanks the outlying residents for 
their help. But there is still some work to 
be done.”
“Well the roads are not too good”, said 
Mrs Kanga hopping in “and the big ve-
hicles need to avoid us critters to reduce 
the danger and protect our way of life.”

Well, bye for now. Have a good safe win-
ter.
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Photos Film Night a success
The Soroptimist International of Gippsland club are proud to announce that 
they raised in excess of $1000 from their second ‘Birthday Film Night’ a few 
weeks ago. 
The film ‘Wadjda’ was shown at the Lavalla Catholic College, with a Saudi-
Arabian themed supper taking the stage afterwards. Those who attended were 

thoroughly impressed by the array of savoury and sweet dishes presented.
Club president Helen McAdam said “It was a fantastic turnout - we were ecstatic to see so many 
guests in attendance and hear that they genuinely had a great time, despite the chilly Autumn weath-
er outside”.
The funds raised from this year’s event will support SI Gippsland's educational scholarships for Gipp-
sland women and its other projects that support women locally and internationally.
The Gippsland group meets on the second Wednesday of the month in Traralgon. New members and 
friends are always welcome and if you would like to know more, please contact Samantha Brick on 
0427 824 722  or follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SIGippsland. 

Above:: Some of the Saudi-Arabian 
themed dishes prepared for the SI 
Gippsland second birthday event.

Far left: Raffle Table and Carolyn.

Left: Arabian Orange Salad. 

First Aid Course
Nine Boolarra and other residents were fortu-
nate to attend a two day workshop to obtain 
their First Aid level two certificates on 2 and 3 
May, 2015.
For many it was a chance to brush up on old 
skills, for others it was a necessary work require-
ment and for a couple it was the perfect oppor-
tunity to learn how to administer first aid and 
gain the necessary certificate. The course was 
both informative and a lot of fun mainly due 
to the enthusiasm of our great instructor Kath 
Paynter.The course was made possible thanks 
to the funding from Foundation Regional and 
Rural Renewal FRRR.

Participants having a hands 
on session how to approach 
a unconscious person and 

practice CPR.
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BOOLARRA’s BURNING IssUEs
BOOLARRA CFA NEWs

 
JJJWWW   BBBOOOOOOKKKKKKEEEEEEPPPIIINNNGGG   

SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEESSS   

ABN: 38 295 226 620

Phone Jenny on 0438 261517 

or email: jennwedz@gmail.com 

 

 

�
�
�
�

 

•	 Onsite	&	Offsite	Services
•	 Bookkeeping
•	 Payroll	services
•	 BAS	Preparation	&	Lodgement

River Road  
Electrical services
Domestic, Rural
Industrial, 
Commercial
Bruce  Craddock

Mobile: 0427  696  640

FAREWELL THE MORWELL GROUP - 
WELCOME THE MERTON GROUP
As part of the establishment of the new District 
27 which has been formed as a result of the Ha-
zelwood Mine Fire Inquiry, the former Morwell 
and Traralgon Groups of Brigades will be re-
jigged and replaced by the Merton and Highland 
Groups of Brigades.   
The Morwell Group of Brigades was established 
on 15 January, 1963 and has functioned effec-
tively since that date. Although the composition 
of member brigades has altered over time, seven 
member brigades form the Morwell Group today. 
The current members are Morwell, Churchill, 
Yinnar, Yinnar South, Driffield, Hazelwood 
North and Boolarra. The Morwell Group will 
soon disappear and will be replaced by the newly 
established Merton Group of brigades that will 
eventually include our existing seven brigades 
as well as five new brigades - Moe, Moe South, 
Newborough, Yallourn North and Tanjil South. 
District 27 will comprise of all brigades within 
the Latrobe City boundary.

THANKs TO THE MEN’s sHED
Recently the Brigade has been fortunate to be 
given permission to use the Boolarra Men’s Shed 
for training purposes on two occasions.
On the first occasion 20 members from our 
group of brigades used the Men’s Shed for their 
six monthly BA – Search and Rescue Skills 
Maintenance program. As part of this exercise 
the shed was filled with non-harmful smoke and 
fire fighters wearing their BA gear had to enter 
the dark, smoke filled shed in teams to rescue 
dummies that had been strategically hidden. Staff 
from the Morwell Fire Brigade conducted the 
session and the Traralgon BA Van was on hand to 
refill the BA cylinders when they had expired.
In the second instance the Boolarra Brigade used 
the shed for a demonstration of different meth-
ods of effectively ventilating a burning building. 
The building was filled with non-harmful smoke 
and members of the staff at Morwell Fire Brigade 
demonstrated three types of ventilation – natu-
ral, mechanical or pressurised and hydraulic 
ventilation. This session was well received by our 
members as they could see clearly the benefits of 
efficiently ridding a building of smoke as part of 
the fire fight.
JUNIORs
The junior brigade is continuing to flourish, with 
two new members joining us this term. The focus 
this term has been on developing operational 
skills, including pump operation, water delivery 
to targets, tanker familiarisation and safety when 
working operationally. The juniors have learnt 
how to bowl hoses and have been through a dry 
run of the crew protection procedures on both 
tankers. We will practise a wet run when the 
weather is warmer. Junior members and their 

parents recently attended an informative home 
fire safety session, run by Todd. This involved 
preparing a fire safety plan, including evacuation 
routes and assembly points, to be used by each 
family in the event of a house fire at their prop-
erty. Many parents commented that they ‘had a 
bushfire safety plan, but had never really thought 
about what to do if they had a fire in their house’. 
This is something that all members of the com-
munity should plan and practise for. We hope it 
will never happen but, like bushfires, it is bet-
ter to be prepared and think of these things in 
advance, rather than when it happens. Further 
advice and assistance can be obtained from the 
Brigade. Pop into the station on Sunday morn-
ings or contact Di Billingsley 0408 173 637.
FIRE PRE-PLANs BEING REVIsITED
The Brigade is revisiting specific fire pre-plans 
that have been developed over the years to ensure 
that the plans are still relevant for major struc-
tures within and near to the town. Recently staff 
from Morwell assisted our Brigade members 
in re-assessing the plans for the Pre School, the 
Multi Purpose Building and the Men’s Shed. Is-
sues covered in a pre-plan include the best place 
to position tankers and strategic water points, 
the likelihood of rescues, exposures, position of 

Michelle Birkbeck being checked over by Ashleigh Caldwell 
prior to entering the Men’s Shed as part of BA Skills Mainte-

nance.

Firefighters wait their turn to put on 
their Breathing Apparatus and enter 
the smoke filled Boolarra Men’s Shed.
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Y i n n a r  F u e l
 &  F a r m  s u p p l i e s

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RANGE – GREAT sERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

& free produce delivery too! . . .

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03)  5163 1240
52 Main street

Yinnar  Vic  3869

gas and power isolation points, gaining entry to 
the building and possible fire source locations. 
During their last visit, the staff from Morwell 
brought the aerial pumper to Boolarra for us to 
view. Other sites that have been visited recently 
include the School, the Pub and a couple of farms 
in the area.
sCRAP METAL RAIsEs OVER $4,000 
The Fire Brigade is extremely grateful to the 
Boolarra residents who continually support our 
Brigade by depositing their scrap metal into our 
bin. We are pleased to announce that we have 
raised over $4,000 this financial year from scrap 
metal and battery sales.
NEW APPLIANCEs FOR OUR GROUP
Two new fire appliances have joined our Group’s 
fire-fighting fleet recently. A new CAFs (Com-
pressed Air Foam System) Tanker that will be 
housed at the Churchill Fire Station and an Aerial 
Pumper housed at the Morwell Fire Station have 
arrived. Some of Boolarra’s firefighters are soon 
to be trained in the operation of the CAFs Tanker 
so that they can be called upon to crew it for long 
or interstate deployments.  
MINIMUM sKILLs TRAINING
Di Billingsley, Michelle Birkbeck and Frank 
Morgan (Hazelwood North) are conducting 

Minimum Skills training for new members of our 
Group’s brigades. These three fire-fighters are to 
be congratulated for organising and delivering 
this demanding 10 week course every Wednesday 
evening. All new members have to satisfactorily 
complete the Minimum Skills Course before they 
can turn out to a fire.  
ONGOING TRAINING Is EssENTIAL
Members of our brigade are called upon to main-
tain their fire-fighting skills on a regular basis. 
Basic skills such as pump operation, drafting 
water, radio communications and bowling hoses, 
to name but a few, are regularly practised during 
training. Recently a session on the correct and 
safe use of ladders proved quite humorous for all 
in attendance. 
CFA MEMBERs LAY WREATH AT AN-
ZAC sERVICE
Bruce Billingsley, Michelle Birkbeck and Dave 
O’Brien recently represented our brigade at the 
Boolarra Anzac Day Service where they laid a 
wreath.

Dave O‘Brien. 

Members of our Junior Brigade 
together with their parents and Junior 

Brigade Leaders at the “Home Fire 
Safety “session.

Members Bruce Billingsley and Dave O’Brien lay a 
Wreath on behalf of the brigade at the Anzac Service.

Lieutenant Simon Pickett demonstrates the correct way to 
climb a ladder when rescuing a cat from a tree.

Flowers perfect for every occasion
We deliver beautiful fresh flowers to all areas of the 

Latrobe Valley and beyond. 

We also carry a range of giftware including: Scarves, 
Plants, Jewellery, Organic Raw Chocolates, Bags, 
Vases, Greeting Cards and more.

Call Lynn on Ph: 51353778
www.flowersinthevalley.com.au
email: lynn@flowersinthevalley.com.au
186 Commercial Road, Morwell 

(At Manny's Market entrance)
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Do your bit for our local economy, and the planet.  Support these local businesses.

Highlighted listings denote current Boolarra Link advertisers.

Pin this on your wall or fridge.

PHOTOGRAPHy
Fizard Fotos, contact Tammy,  
Ph: 0429 857 151 or 03 5169 6328,
email: fitzard@gmx.com
Web: www.fizard.com

GIFTS 
Jewellery Sales, contact Jenelle, 
Ph: 0400 341 544, 
email: jenjay.henri@bigpond.com
Boolarra Post Office, 
Tarwin St Boolarra, 
Ph: 5169 6209
Collections for the Home, 
contact Helen or Greg, 
Ph: 5169 1750

BANkING
Bendigo Bank,  Mirboo North and 
District Community Bank Branch, 88 
Ridgway St Mirboo North, 
Ph: 5668 1231

STOCk CARRIERS
LkJ Carriers & James Transport, 
Ph: 0428 537 684
Owen Livestock Transport, 
Ph: 0437 303 250

RENEWABLE ENERGy
Gippsland Solar, 
contact Andrew McCarthy, 
66 Ridgeway Mirboo North, 
Ph: 0405 139 169

PLANTS AND FLOWERS
Boolarra Plants, 
55 – 57 Tarwin St Boolarra, 
Ph: 5169 6355
Flowers in the Valley, 
186 Commercial Road Morwell, con-
tact Lynn 
Ph: 5135 3778, 
email: lynn@flowersinthevalley.com.au
web: www.flowersinthevalley.com.au

PET SERVICES
Mobile dog wash,  Aussie Pooch Mobile, 
contact Suzanne Ross, 
Ph: 0447 527 248,
Web: www.aussiepm.com.au 

ACCOMMODATION 
Ponderosa Bed and Breakfast, 
contact Kate and Neil Cartwright,
 38 Guthries Hill Rd Boolarra, 
Ph: 03 5169 6592 or 0429 696 592, 
email: neil.cartwright@bigpond.com, 
www.bbponderosa.com.au

FOOD AND CATERING 
Churchill Hot Bread, 
Shop 6, Hazelwood Village 
Shopping Centre Churchill, 
Ph: 5122 3255
Boolarra koffee kart, 
contact Tracey Anderson, 
Ph: 0408 038 769, 
email: boolarrakoffeekart@gmail.com

Boolarra Store, 
Tarwin St Boolarra, 
Ph: 5169 6452
Craig young Butchery, 
90A Ridgeway Mirboo North, 
Ph: 5668 1632
Webster’s Butchery, 
64 Main St Yinnar, 
Ph: 5163 1262
The Old Pub 
Coffee House and Eatery
20A Duke St. Boolarra
Ph: 5169 6447
web: www.theoldpubboolarra.com.au
Email: info@theoldpubboolarra.com.
auCafé Escargot, 
10 Old Nichols Rd Mirboo North, 
Ph: 5668 1589
Viva Las Veges, 
5658 1266 or 0407568371

ARTS, CRAFTS AND 
ENTERTAINMENT
Fitzard Facepainting, 
contact Tammy, 
Ph: 0429 857 151 or 03 5169 6328, 
email: fitzard@gmx.com, 
web: www.fitzardfacepainting.com.au
Acoustic Duet, 
contact Gayle and Phill, 
Ph: 0407 526 514 or 0407 526 304 , 
email: gayle2903@hotmail.com, 
email: theguitarman@live.com.au
Park Road Art Studio and Gallery, 
contact Jenny Peterson, 
Ph: 5156 6240
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knitting yarns by Mail, 
contact Alison Stokesay, 
Ph: 0408 992 927, 
email: stokesay@bigpond.com, 
Web: knittingyarns.com.au
Hand Drown Portaits
contact Mark Handlery, Pencil Artist,
Fischers Rd, Boolarra South.
Ph: 0413 459 689
email: markanthonyhandley@gmail.com

FORESTRy / ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSULTANTS
Devtree, contact Peter Devonshire, 
Ph: 0428 346 711, 
email: peter@devtree.com.au 
web: www.devtree.com.au

FARM AND FUEL
yinnar Fuel and Farm Supplies, 
52 Main St Yinnar, Ph: 5163 1240

FIREWOOD
Fantastic Firewood, 
contact Alan Hall, Ph: 5169 1573

BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE
Hazelwood Property Maintenance,  
Ph: 5163 1782 / 0412 549 376 
Jag Cleaning and Maintenance Services, 
contact Jacqui and Garry Healey, 
Ph: 5169 6600 or 0498 600 777
Brophy Carpentry, 
contact Brett, 
Ph: 0417 914 726
Farm work, fencing, welding, chainsaw 

work, welding, labouring, 
contact Mark Strobridge 
Ph: 0428 745 632
Mowing and garden care.  Hourly, Daily, 
contact Ian Morrison, 
Ph: 0421 640 044 
JJH Contracting Services, 
email: jenjay.henri@bigpond.com
River Road Electrical services, 
contact Bruce Craddock, 
Ph: 5169 6640

Plumber, 
contact Arnie Young, 
Ph: 5163 1511 or 0428 594 289 
Prosper Valley Gravel and Truck Hire, 
contact Dave O’Brien, 
Ph: 5169 6462 or 0428 696 462
Prosper Valley Excavations, 
contact Brent O’Brien, 
Ph: 5169 6780 or 0408 696 462
Farm fencing, 
contact Rusty McGlade, 
Ph: 5169 6507 
Free Pickup of Scrap Metal, 
contact Steve, 
Ph: 0421 907 592 
Evison Concreting, 
contact Rob Evison, 
15 Thropdale Rd Mirboo North, 
Ph: 5668 1918
Strzelecki Plumbing, 
Ph: 5169 6676 or 0409 834 746 
Builder, 
contact Michael Brooks, 
Ph:5668 4203 
Building and Maintenance Service, 
contact Rod, 
Ph: 0409 181 823
Electrician. J.H. Fox, 
Ph: 5169 6754 or 0409 356 480
Strzelecki Constructions, 
contact Ben 
Ph: 0407 889 441, 
email: strzcon@gmail.com
Jim’s Mowing in Boolarra, 
Rob Franssen and Dale Stephenson, 
Ph: 0439 327 104 or 131 546

HEALTH AND WELLBEING
Gippsland Massage and Wellbeing Centre, 
5 Hopetoun Ave Morwell, 5440 
Ph: 03 5134 
email: gippsmwc@gmail.com, 
http://gippslandmassagewellbeingcentre.
weebly.com/ 

Hazelwood Health Centre,  
9 Georgina Pl Churchill,  
Ph: 5122 2555

BUSINESS SUPPORT, TELECOM-
MUNICATIONS, COMPUTERS 
AND WEB DESIGN
Traralgon Telstra Store, 
123 Franklin Street Traralgon, 
Ph: 5176 5666
JW Bookkeeping Services, 
contact Jenny Wedrowicz, 
Ph: 0438 261 517
Grand Ridge Computer Services, 
contact Merrick Hilton, 
Ph: 5169 6473 or 0429 696 473
Computer repairs and tutoring, 
contact Pauline Garood, 
Ph: 5169 6497 or 0412 138 325, 
email: pgarood@bigpond.net.au 
Web and app design, 
Charlie Mac and Associates, 
contact Luke Potter, 
Ph: 0418 530 682,  
email: luke@charlie-mac.com, 
web.charlie-mac.com

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
ken Graeme Motors, 
42 Burchell Lane Mirboo North, 
Ph: 5668 1360, 
email: 
kengraememotors@bigpond.com
New Churchill Motors, 
contact Steven Abbey, 
8 Phillip Pde Churchill, 
Ph: 5122 1380
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Junior school Council News: 
Last term $100 was raised for our local Wildlife 
Warrior, Jean Quick, through icy-pole sales and 
donations collected on our ‘Dress as a Celebrity’ 
themed, out of uniform day. This term we are 
fundraising for ‘Give me 5 for Kids’ cancer ap-
peal. We are selling raisin toast and Milo at recess 
times and plan on having a ‘pirate’ themed out of 
uniform day on the last day of term.  
Welcome! 
This term we are delighted to be joined by two 
families who have both enrolled two new stu-
dents each. Ms Tammy Estcourt was selected to 
act as principal at Wurruk Primary School this 
term, so we have a very experienced teacher, Ms 
Di Cascianelli, filling in as our grade 5/6’s class-
room teacher.
ANZAC DAY: 
Mrs Roz Carstairs made the good suggestion that 
we dress up in ‘Olden Day/WW1’ era clothing 
so we did, on Friday 24 April. All of our students 
made very impressive felt poppies and placed 
these at the town cenotaph on this day. Our 
School Captains, Emre and Mirabel also placed a 
wreath on our behalf at the Boolarra Service and 
Grade 5 students, Caterina and Eve, recited the 
very moving poems they wrote.  
Cross Country Run: 
Our grade 3-6 students did a great job in our 
school run through Railway Park. The following 
students went on to represent our school at the 
Yinnar and District Cross Country in Churchill: 
9/10 years (2km) Jordan and Quin A, Charlotte 
M, Charlotte G, Niamh, Rosie Mc and Meila; 11 
years (3km) Jude, Eve and Caterina; 12/13 years 
(3 km) Jacob, Emre and Mirabel. They all did a 
magnificent job. We are still waiting to hear who 
has qualified to compete at the next level. 

Responsible Pet Ownership: 
Ms Finley Smith organised the opportunity for 
our P/1/2 students to learn about how to ap-
proach dogs. Our students learnt to ask the owner 

if it was 
OK before 
approaching 
the dog, to 
approach 
slowly and 
present your 

hand so the dog could 
become familiar with you 
and if the dog appeared 
comfortable to then pat it.  
Mothers’ Day: 
Charlotte and Jasper’s 
Mum, Kirrilee and Char-
lotte, Harry and Matilda’s 
Mum Rachael, took on 
the big job of shopping for 
and setting up a stall for 
our students. We are also 
grateful to Brooke’s Nan, 
Yvonne who also provided 
some goodies. The stu-
dents were very excited by 
the range and quality of 
gifts that were available for 
them to purchase.  
Winter sports: 
Students from grade 4-6 recently competed in a 
soccer tournament between the Yinnar and Dis-
trict schools that was played in Traralgon. Despite 
the miserable weather, this proved to be great fun 
and, with limited ‘spare’ players, a lot of exercise! 
Our next competition will be the Football/Net-
ball tournament that will be held in Yinnar later 
this term. We will enter a combined Thorpdale/
Boolarra football team, and our own netball team.
Chinese Cultural Enrichment Day: 
Our P/1/2 classes recently visited Kurnai College 
to participate in activities to raise their under-
standing of Chinese Culture. Our students were 
taught basic Mandarin by native speaker and 
Kurnai staff member York.  
Pie Drive: 
Our next fundraising venture will be a pie drive 
that Helen Seales will coordinate. Please hold off 

stocking up on pies and encourage your extended 
family and friends to do likewise, so we can raise 
as much money as possible from this. We are 
raising money to improve our entrance-way and 
gardens. 

Leanne Emond.

Our intrepid Boys’ Soccer Team

ANZAC DAY

Bullets fly through the air,
Bombs hide under the turf,

Fire shrivels their hair,
Bodies fill the earth.

Blood colours the water,
It gets darker every day,

The wounded cry in torture,
As others fade away.

Soldiers return home with wounds 
and scars, 

Permanently damaging their mental 
state, 

They remember things from afar, 
And they go home through their 

final gate.

By Lachlan of Grade 6.
Bella enjoying some Milo

Mitchell Jason and 
Red Foo on Dress as 

a Celebrity Day. 

Gage showing how to safely approach a 
dog on a lead.
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Mirboo North Shire Hall, 30 Ridgway, Mirboo North. 

Saturday 27th June 9am till 2pm  

 

The stalls on the day will be selling handmade items, clothing, hair 
bits, toys, jewellery, mini photo-shoot’s and lots more! 

 

Also a kids’ corner, Face painting, Raffles and a wide variety of 
refreshments available throughout the day. 

For stallholder or sponsorship enquiries to: 

Ruth 0467 441 628 or Nicky 0400 662 536 

Find us on facebook Or email choochoomarket@gmail.com 

 

Choo Choo Market
We are back! After a temporary setback due to the 
last state election polling day, the Mirboo North 
Playgroup Committee is ready to go. The ‘Choo Choo 
Market’ is our major fundraiser of the year and we are 
very excited to be able to still bring it to the commu-
nity. This time it will be held on 27 June, 2015.
Funds raised this year will go towards a variety of 
plans we've been developing for Playgroup, including 
introducing renewable energy to our building, creat-
ing an office and storage space, replacing soft fall in 
our playground, and establishing Steiner elements 
within our sessions.
Being an indoor market it is the ideal space for a win-
ter get together!
This year we have decided to broaden our audience 
and not be an exclusively baby and kids market, 
although there will still be a focus on high quality 
products and hand made goods.
As usual there will be a great range of raffle prizes, a 
BBQ and refreshments and our famous ‘Kids’ Corner’ 
returns. This year there will also be a lucky shopper’s 
prize! A great addition to the day will be a Mini Photo 
Shoot! Bookings will be essential! The package in-
cludes 15 to 20 minute shoot, 10 digital files on DVD 
or USB stick. Cost is $50. Contact Nicole on 0414 318 
212 to book.
Entry is free and a gold coin donation is appreciated. 
Stallholder enquiries are welcome by contacting Ruth 
0467 441 628 or Nicky 0400 662 536. 
Find us on Facebook at our Choo Choo Market page 
or by emailing us at choochoomarket@gmail.com

Vatrina and Eve at the Boolarra ANZAC Service.

Gallipoli 
4:30am 25 April 1915: me, Nick 
Riper and my mate Tree Billings 
have decided to keep a journal of 
seeing the world and actually firing 
a real English rifle. At the moment 
I’m sitting on an oak wood bench 

waiting for General’s orders; he says 
we need to get to the Dardanelles 
so we can support Russia. Then we 
are to get to the border of France 
and go into Germany to somewhere 
called the western front or some-
thing.  Suddenly the bottom of 

the ship hits sand, the General says 
jump off the ship and into the wa-
ter.  So me and Fly and Tree dive 
into the water.  We swim until we 
can stand up. We then push forward, 
people are getting killed beside me 

but I push on and run as fast as my 
legs can run. Suddenly I get to a 

cliff.  Our lieutenant says climb and 
run but the cliff face is too steep 
for us. I slip and cling onto a rock 
then drop my gun. Fly tries to grab 
my hand but I’m too heavy and we 
fall.  We lie on the sand.  Fly has a 
big cut on his leg and he’s screaming 
in pain.  The Great War is noth-
ing like I imagined.  Suddenly one 
bronze plated bullet hits Tree in 
the back; he lies there along with 

the other 46,000 men who died at 
this tragic place we now call Gallipoli.

Lest we forget
Quin O, Grade 5.

ANZAC Day Poem
In Flanders Field they lay, poppies by 

their side,
The soldiers sacrificed themselves for 

our people today,
Without them we would not be here 

today,
We honour our heroes to this very 

day.

Our courageous fathers that left their 
families, 

We will never forget them,
For all the lives that were lost in 

battle,
Rest in peace.

The young fought for us,
We pay tribute to all,

They united to an elite army.

The struggle, the loss,
Lest we forget.

Sasha, Grade 6.

My War Poem
When the flag was drawn high,

 The Australians fly,
 To Gallipoli they went,

 And fought to their death,
 The soldiers were so brave,
 To be a General’s slave,

 The trenches were so deep,
 To keep them safe from their oppo-

nents,
 The rain fell onto the window pane 
of the soldier’s families and friends,

 Their families cry as their fathers and 
husbands die,

 Some came back,
 Others stayed back,

 And it all started with an assassina-
tion.

By Lexi of Grade 5.

Geoff Dunkley, Vietnam Veteran 
and Les Maher, Morwell RSL Vice 

President watch as Mirabel reads her 
Anzac poem.
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Boolarra Play-
group is thriv-
ing with over 20 
families enjoying 
the fun!  There 
are craft or cook-
ing activities 
each week for the 
children and free 
tea and coffee for 

Mums, so come and drop by for some fun and 
relax with a coffee on our new leather lounges. 
At Playgroup, the children learn valuable social 
skills just playing and having a ball with their 
friends. Playgroup is as important for Mums as 
it is for the kids. It’s a great opportu-
nity to make new friends and catch up 
with old ones, share ideas and experi-
ences and of course provide support for 
each other. Boolarra Playgroup is held 
every Thursday during the school terms 
from 9:30am to 11:30am in the recently 
refurbished Multi Purpose Building.  
You may have noticed some changes to 
the Church St yard, as our Playground 
Redevelopment Project progresses. The 
erection of a shade sail was made possi-
ble by the efforts of 2014 Treasurer Emily 
Williams when she secured a grant for 
$7,000 from the Mirboo North & Dis-
trict Community Foundation in 2014. 
Dory Coney, a Playgroup Family Dad 
from a couple of years ago, cleared away 
the old garden bed with his bobcat.  A 
large new sandpit is set to be constructed 

this year. 2014 President Anabel Davy was mag-
nificent, organising the donation of all the mate-
rials for the sandpit from various businesses from 
around the area. We’re looking forward to a great 
year ahead. Don’t forget to buy your tickets for 
this year’s Firewood Raffle - a trailer of dry Red 
Gum, drawn 25 June. Tickets are $1 each, or 3 for 
$2 and are available at the Post Office and Bool-
arra Store. For more information about Boolarra 
Playgroup contact Simone Oberdorfer on 
0421 417 735 simoneoberdorfer@gmail.com

Kind Regards,
Simone Oberdorfer,
President Boolarra Playgroup.

HEARING TEsTs:
The Boolarra Men’s Shed is in the process of 
organising free hearing tests for anyone (male or 
female) in the community wishing to participate. 
The tests will be conducted by National Hearing, 
Morwell, at a date and location in Boolarra yet 
to be decided. If you wish to participate in this 
initiative (you do not need to be a member of the 
Shed nor associated with it) then please email 
your details (full name, phone number and email 
address) to boolarramensshed@outlook.com or 
ring Michael Watt on 5169 6286 by Friday 26 
June, 2015. Once the date and location of the 
test is organised (hopefully in the next couple of 
months) your appointed time will be confirmed 
for you.

RECENT ACTIVITIEs:
•	 About	12	members	of	the	Shed	went	on	
a day-long fishing trip off San Remo in Western 
Port Bay. A good day was had by all and most 
brought home a fishy feed for their families.
•	 The	long	awaited	Metal	Workshop/Weld-
ing Bay is nearing completion and will soon be 
fully operational. So to all you metal workers out 
there, why not come along and join us?
•	 The	Shed	has	been	involved	in	a	number	
of community projects including the painting of 
the fence around the footy oval, fixing the van-
dalised table and seats in Jack Richard’s Park, 
replacing rotten bollards around Railway Park 
and restoring and making furniture for locals and 
quoting on the construction of a cubby house for 

the children’s playground in Railway Park.
•	 The	Shed	Committee	has	co-operated	
with the CFA in allowing them to conduct 
breathing apparatus and smoke venting exercises 
at the Shed.

Keep an eye out for our upcoming display in the 
window of the Boolarra Store.

MEMBERsHIP:
The Annual General Meeting of the Men’s Shed 
will be held on 22 June, 2015 at 5:30pm at the 
Shed and all male members of the community 
are invited to come along and participate. We are 
always looking for new members so please come 
along and show your interest and support.

BOOLARRA MEN’s sHED sHAVINGs 

Boolarra Playgroup

Boolarra Playgroup

Toby Grant wears his crown of Autumn leaves made at 
Playgroup in May to celebrate the colours of Autumn.

Happy Campers
We have settled into 2015 and have two trips 
under our belts so far this year. The first weekend 
was at Yanakie 13-14 and 15 March. The weather 
was kind to us - warm and sunny. This time 
we had ten powered sites and two Cabins. We 
were missing some regulars but had a couple of 
newies, which is always nice. Some went on the 
Thursday and had the extra day, which is always 
an advantage for those looking to have a longer 
break. 
On the Saturday most went for a drive to the 
Prom and a walk along the beach. There were 
two who even had a swim. Brrrr. A Barbie din-
ner that night went well until a bit of rain arrived 
to scatter us back to our vans. Sunday came too 
soon and it was time to go home. It was an enjoy-
able weekend.
The second weekend was at Tarra Valley on April 
19,20, and 21. We enjoy going there as it has a 
lovely setting in which to relax. The weather was 
pretty ordinary but still enjoyable. A roaring 
campfire makes a difference, and especially the 
open fire in the camp kitchen.  
On the Saturday Edgar and Edith went to Mirboo 
North to Charlie’s 90th Birthday celebrations. 
The rest of us went to Port Albert for a leisurely 
lunch at the wharf, after having a quick look 
around Yarram. Then home to get the fire going 
again and some dinner. Our partygoers returned 
home safely to us. Once again Sunday arrived too 
quickly and we all made our way back to Boolar-
ra in our own different ways and at our own pace.  
That too was a very nice weekend and we look 
forward to the next one in the future.  I wonder 
where and I wonder when …Hmmm.
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Mirboo North & District Community Founda-
tion to Launch New Strategic Grant Program

The Mirboo North & District Community 
Foundation is set to launch a Strategic Grants 
Program in response to the need for longer-
term community strengthening programs 
that make a lasting and real difference to the 
organisation’s catchment which includes Allam-
bee, Boolarra, Darlimurla, Delburn, Dumbalk, 
Hallston, Mirboo, Mirboo North, Narracan, 
Thorpdale and Yinnar.
The Foundation’s Executive Officer, Derrick 
Ehmke, said “The Strategic Grants Program 
is an opportunity for the Foundation to forge 
partnerships with organisations to deliver 
sustainable projects that meet the social, eco-
nomic, environmental, health, educational or 
cultural needs of our community. Whilst not 
service providers we bring our capacity as a 
locally embedded flexible organisation with 
substantial funding dollars to the table”.
An Expression of Interest document with the 
program’s funding criteria will be issued in 
June 2015, but in the meantime the Founda-
tion is keen to start having conversations with 
community focused organisations interested in 
developing  projects  that align with “the Foun-
dation’s mission and strategic priority areas of 
health, wellbeing and youth”. Continued Der-
rick Ehmke: “We see this as a collaborative pro-
cess. We are particularly interested in projects 
and programs that may not fit into a traditional 
one year funding cycle, but require a longer 
term funding commitment”.
For more information contact Derrick Ehmke 
on 0418 301 092 or via email info@mirboodis-
trictfoundation.org.au

Media Contact:
Derrick Ehmke 0418 301 092

Now that the weather is cooling down, it’s a great 
time to stay indoors by the fire and bring out the 
knitting to create some warm garments for the 
winter.
For quite a few weeks prior to 25 April, many of 
us were very busy knitting and crocheting red 
Flanders Poppies to go on a wreath we had pre-
pared for the Anzac Day Ceremony, which was 
actually held on 24 April so the children from the 
school would be able to participate. It was a very 
special ceremony and all of the children showed 
great respect.
Denise is making slow progress knitting a rug in 
two tones of blue, while Sue continues to work 
through the stash of wool that she’s spun over 

the years, and is now making a jacket for herself. 
Ann C generally knits one of her three jumpers 
that are on the go, but sometimes the knitting 
doesn’t even come out as she’s busy chatting. One 
day Ann discovered that she’d made three sleeves 
for one of her garments. Kate C is giving knitting 
a rest at the moment and is under instruction 
from wonder woman Robyn who is teaching her 
to make a fabric Waratah; she’s also just complet-
ed an Aran in ‘Alpaca So Soft’. Apart from help-
ing Kate with her Waratah, Robyn is still knitting 
socks. The pair she’s working on at the moment 
should have been finished by 1 April for a present 
– oh well she does try and better late than never. 
Carla has recently completed a beautiful jumper 
for herself in beautiful Alpaca from some fleece 
that she’d spun herself. At present she’s knitting 
some much needed socks for her son and her 
next project will be some poppies for her daugh-
ter, so she’s not short of work.+
Kerryn’s great nieces are very excited to be re-
ceiving her knitted socks. They were such a great 
hit that she’s making some for their mums. Marg 
continues to make socks and more socks every 
week. 
Apart from knitting socks from the toe up, Lorna 
is sewing a tracksuit for herself embellished with 
ribbon embroidery of a floral branch with a 

lace owl motif 
sitting on the 
branch.
Lori as usual 
has been very 
productive and 
has completed a 
poncho, socks, 
baby blanket, 
baby jumpers, jackets and is also working on a 
special black evening top with crystals, so we’ll 
all be keen to see this special project when it’s fin-
ished. Elaine is still working on her scarf, which 
might turn into a bag and is greatly enjoying the 
socialising and all the lovely lunches. 
Natalie is working on a jumper for a great grand-
child - whoever it fits will get it. Ann L is knitting 
bed socks for her sister who is not well at the mo-
ment, so I’m sure they’ll be most welcome.
Anne T is working on unfinished project number 
54!! A poncho.
Over the past few months I’ve knitted a vest in 
locally grown mohair, but I’ve been mostly focus-
sing on a quilt for my great- grand daughter’s first 
bed that I want to present to her for her third 
birthday.
If you would like to come along and join us at 
Wool Group, we meet every Thursday at 11:30am 
in the Multi-Purpose Building.  The cost is $3 per 
week to cover rent, tea, coffee etc and we bring 
something to share for lunch.  If you would like 
more information you can contact me, Lois on 
0400 722 716.

Lois Thornton (Member).

WOOL GROUP YARNING

Anzac Day Wreath.

Quilt made by Lois.

Carla modelling her jumper.
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Boolarra Bowls and Recreation Club
Another busy season has come and gone at Boolarra Bowls Club. 
It started with our Open Day last year where the Bowls Club and 
the green were opened for the Pennant Season: a social game 
of bowls is played and refreshments are enjoyed afterwards. We 
had one division this season, Division 4, who made it to the first 
Semi-Final, where we accounted for Yarragon. What a great 
game and win, everyone was so excited. The next step was to take 
on Warragul, but alas they were too good for us. Rock on next 
year. Watch this space throughout the Pennant Season when we 
play our ‘Club Games’. They are good fun as our members play 
each other in heats to the Grand Final. Our Club Champion for 
this year is Stan Williams and the runner-up is Abbas Mehran. 
The Mens’ Pairs winners were Sean Peter and Bob Allen, while 
the Ladies’ Pairs winners were Mez Peters and Pam Allen. The 
Two Bowls Singles winner was also Stan Williams with Terry 
Parker as runner-up. The President’s Handicap winner was Sean 
Peter and runner-up Pam Allen. The game of 100 Up was won 
by Russ Peters and the runner up was Peter Gair. Pam Allen won 
the 5 and Under game with Darren Cormell as runner-up. This 
season, Mez Peters won the Club Person Award. All of these win-
ners were presented with their trophies at our Presentation Night 
which was held at the Yinnar Hotel, where a great night was had 
by all - thanks Trev and team. Also thanks to ‘Shizza’ for driving 
the bus.
In January, Russ and Mez Peters, Bob and Pam Allen, Abbas 
Mehran, Russ Rogers, Brian Gilbert and Tony Snell travelled 
down the highway to Drouin to play for the memorial Keane/
Barry Shield. Each club in the Association was to field two teams 
of four and Boolarra won five games out of six. After the game 
and while enjoying some hard earned refreshments, we started to 
do the sums and discovered we may be in the running – imagine 
the cheers when ‘little old Boolarra’ was declared the winners! 
Well done all.
Our catering girls have again been busy through the year with 
Mez, Pam and Joy keeping everyone well fed. It starts with Open 
Day, Invitation Days, Melbourne Cup Day Luncheon (pencil that 
in your diaries), a hectic Folk Festival and various private func-
tions. Our Club Rooms can be hired for functions – please see 
Committee Members for terms and conditions. Pam and Bob 
have done great job again running the bar and thanks to the 
Footy Club for doing the honours on Pennant days.
After four years, Howard Hill is retiring from his job as Green 
Keeper. Thanks heaps Howie. Hopefully we will see you on the 
green on Pennant days now you have a bit more time.
Boolarra Bowls is a friendly and social club and everyone is wel-
come. Come down and have a look at our renovations, enjoy the 
serenity and have a roll.  Coach Russ Peters is only too willing 
to help. Bowls is a very social game for young and old, male and 
female - come and try. See you on the green.

Maryann Peters,
Boolarra Bowls and Recreation Club,
5169 6391.

The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to 
thank their valuable sponsors for season 2014 and wel-

come them back for season 2015 we ask that you get behind 
these businesses as they support our community club. 

Morwell Club, Prorent, Tony Antonelli Accounting, Lincon Hire & Services, Boolarra 
Store, Boolarra Pub, Anish Parekh The Good Guys, Mirboo North & District Community 
Bank, Slater & Gordon, Boolarra Fish Farm, Gibson Groundspread, Latrobe City, Owen 
Transport, Yinnar Community Hotel, Boolarra Post Office, Trafalgar Mens & Boyswear, 
Tradeweld, Valley Trophy Centre, Soroptimist International, Strzelecki Plumbing, J Smith 
Motors, Monacellars Wine & Spirits, Palms Apartments, Prosper Valley Excavations, Val-
leywide Tree Services, Cervus Equipment, Jims Building Inspections, Fitness 4 U, Electri-
cal Trade Union, Riviera Display Kitchens, Mirboo North Golf Club, Kennedy Haulage/ 
Driffield Quarries, Prosper Valley Gravel, G & C Plasters, Out of Dough, Willaton Trans-
port, BJ Bennett & Co Real Estate, Onsite Welding Services, Benson Timber & Hardware, 

Latrobe Valley Funeral Services, Bellebanne, Gatts Panel Works, Willys Bobcat Hire,  
Norm Oliver Butchers, GM Conveyancing, Young Signs, Latrobe Eyecare, Saman-

tha Brick Health & Massage, Russell Northe, McDonalds, Morwell Tenpins, 
KFC Churchill, Future Flicks, Massaro Motors, Alfresh 2 Go. 

Boolarra Football 
Club 

FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB sITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

We have just completed Round 7 of the MGFL Season. The Club had a week off in the 
round prior to Round 7 for the Mid Gippsland Inter League carnival where the league 
played the Warrnambool & District Football League at Morwell East on 23 May. Boolarra 
footballers that were selected in this team were Ken Towt, Andrew Thorpe and Luke Con-
way who all missed selection due to injuries. Troy Tobin was selected for the 18 & Under 
team where he played and kicked 3 goals. Great effort Troy. 
The Boolarra Football Netball Club is fielding Seniors, Reserves and 18 & Unders for Sea-
son 2015 with coach Tony Giardina at the helm again, while the Reserves are being coached 
by ex senior captain Simon Buglisi in his 2nd year. Local lad James Holmes who has had 
previous coaching experience with the Club’s Under 10 team is coaching the Thirds. 
Round 1 started off with a win against Yarragon at Yarragon in good conditions. Boolarra 
17.12.114 to Yarragon 9.14.68, with a 7 goal to zero last quarter. Best Players were S. Mazou, 
M. Buglisi, J. Holmes, A.Thorpe, C. Riseley and T. Dowe. Goalkickers were K. Towt 4, J. Gi-
ardina 3, S. Mazou and T. Tobin 2 each. The Reserves were not as successful going down by 
23 points Yarragon 6.8.44 to Boolarra 2.9.21. Best players T. Beamish, K. Pilditch, M. Dunn, 
J. Vuillermin, K. Foley and G. Dyer. The Thirds were also beaten by a very strong Yarragon 
team but it is great to have an 18 & Under team on the park this season. Yarragon 16.22.118 
to Boolarra 0.6.6. Best players A. Peter, T. Tobin, D. Cooper, O. Brennan, D. Brick and K. 
Howard.     
Round 2 was played against Mirboo North with the Seniors going down to last year’s 
premiers. Boolarra 5.8.38 to Mirboo North 20.14.134. Best Players L. Conway, M. Wind-
sor,  M. Buglisi, T. Dowe, S. Mazou  and C. Sherriff. J. Giardina kicked 2 goals. The Reserves 
went down by 14 points in a hard fought encounter. Scores being Boolarra 7.6.48 to Mirboo 
North 9.8.62. Best players D. Loprese, K. Foley, J. Vuillermin, D. Brand, H. Kite and A. Ellis. 
D. Loprese kicked 6 goals. The Thirds were beaten by a stronger team but are showing signs 
of improvement. Boolarra 4.1.25 to Mirboo North 16.16.112. Best Players T. Tobin, K. Alex-
ander, Z. Bell, T. Brophy, C. Noy and O. Brennan. T. Tobin kicked 4 goals.  
Round 3 was another hard fought game against Hill End with the boys winning their sec-
ond game for the season. Boolarra 12.12.84 to Hill End 9.11.65. Best Players N. Hider, L. 
Conway, A. Thorpe, K. Sleep, M. Buglisi and T. Dowe. Goalkickers K. Towt four, D. Wilson 
three and J. Giardina two. The Reserves went down but never gave in, going down by just 
two points. Best Players T. Beamish, A. Ellis, K. Pilditch, K. Alexander, B. Ellis and H. Kite. 
No thirds as Hill End don't field a side.
Round 4 was played against Newborough with the Seniors going down by 33 points af-
ter they were two goals up midway of the last quarter.  Boolarra 9.6.60 to Newborough 
13.15.93. Best players K. Sleep, C. Sherriff, D. Wilson, L. Conway, M. Buglisi and C. Riseley. 
K. Towt kicked four and K. Foley two goals. The Reserves were undermanned and well 
beaten on the day. Boolarra 4.7.31 to Newborough 22.12.144 . Best players J. Elson, H. Kite, 
G. Smith, E. Stanton, M. Davis and A. Ellis. J. Elson kicked two goals. The Thirds were also 
beaten by a more experienced team. Boolarra 6.3.39 to Newborough 20.17.137. Best Players 



Page:  23   The Boolarra Link - June 2015

D. Brick, Z. Bell, A. Clissold, M. Devonshire, J. Ban-
non and Z. Stewart. T. Tobin scored two goals.
Round 5 saw Boolarra seniors well beaten by a much-
improved Yallourn North team. Boolarra 3.6.24 to 
Yallourn North 16.16.112.  Best Players M. Buglisi, 
J. Cargill, N. Hider, L. Conway, C. Sherriff and C. 
Riseley. The Reserves were also well beaten.  Boolarra 
1.4.10 to Yallourn North 17.12.114. 

Best players were R. Wilson, D. 
Brick, L. Kite, S. Cooper, B. Ellis and 
T. Holley. The Thirds are beginning 
to show signs of improvement and are beginning to 
play as a team. Boolarra 3.3.21 to Yallourn North 
13.13.91. Best Players Z. Bell, A. Sauppe, M. Devon-
shire, C. Noy, D.Brick and O. Brennan. T.Tobin scored 
two goals. 
Round 6 Travelled to Thorpdale and were beaten by a 
more determined squad. Boolarra 8.10.58 to Thorp-
dale 16.11.107. Best players M. Buglisi, D. Wilson, N. 
Hider, C. Riseley, C. Sherriff and T. Tobin. Goalkicker 
S. Mazou two. The Reserves were also well beaten by 
a better team on the day. Boolarra 3.4.22 to Thorpdale 
14.9.93. Best Players were D. Brand, K. Alexander, T. 
Holley, R. Wilson, H. Kite and M. Dunn. The Thirds 
played their best game of the season to narrowly go 
down by 16 points. Boolarra 8.9.57 to Thorpdale 
10.13.73. Best Players C. Noy, A. Clissold, A. Devon-
shire, D. Brick, K. Alexander and Z. Bell. Goalkicker 
T. Tobin six.
Round 7 saw Boolarra back on the winners list with 
a hard fought out win against Morwell East. Boolarra 
13.9.87 to Morwell East 11.17.83.  Best Players were 
D. Wilson, J.Giardina, C. Sherriff, M. Buglisi, G. Io-

rangi and S. Mazou. Goalkickers were 
J. Giardina six and T. Tobin three. The 
Reserves went down in a hard fought 
out affair by three goals. Boolarra 
6.4.40 to Morwell East 8.10.58. Best 
players were D. Brand, K. Pilditch, E. 
Stanton, D. Brick, L. Haustorfer and 
G. Smith. Goalkickers were M. Di-
Corleto and D. Loprese two each. The 
much-improved 
Thirds went down 
by the narrowest 
of margins by one 
point in a gallant 
display of never-
say-die football. 
Best Players A. 
Sauppe, K. Alexan-

der, K. Bannon, D. Brick, T. Tobin 
& M. Devonshire. Goalkickers T. 
Tobin four and O. Brennon two. 

social  News
 After the Yarragon game at 
home 20 June brings the Bool-

arra FNC Trivia night hosted by 
Graeme 'Foghorn' Colbert, so 
get in early and book your tables 
from James Holmes 0447 096 
607.
After the Yallourn North away 
game 18 July brings the An-
nual Mid Year Ball, which will 
be held at the Boolarra Memo-
rial Hall. Tickets will need to be 
pre-booked for catering purposes 
from Simon Buglisi 0411 142 375 
or James Holmes 0447 096 607.
The Club would like to congratu-
late Chris Riseley and Ken Towt 
in playing 100 Senior games at 
the Club. Chris and Ken both 
played in the Club's 2011 Sen-
ior Premiership and tied for the 

Club's senior Best & Fairest in 2010. Congratula-
tions guys, it's great to have you around the Club!  
Recently at the Boolarra versus Yallourn North 
home game, the Boolarra Football Netball Club 
held a fundraiser for Breast Cancer Network and 
raised $390 for the charity. The 
Club would like to thank every-
body who donated to the great 
charity.
Recently a plaque was fitted 
onto the wall between the home 
change rooms and the canteen to 
honour the lives of Tom Gilpin 
Snr. and Norm ‘Doggy’ Caldwell, 
in acknowledgement of their 
lifelong contributions, commit-
ment and support of the Bool-
arra Football Netball Club. This 
honorary plaque will be officially 
opened on 20 June (Boolarra vs. 

Yarragon) before the Seniors game starts.
The Club would like to thank the Boolarra Men’s’ 
Shed for the painting of the fence around the 
oval at the Boolarra Memorial Park. Great job to 
everybody concerned.
Congratulation to 2013 Assistant Coach, Best & 
Fairest and 2014 Player Justin ‘Sus’ Emery on get-
ting onto the list for Northern Territory Thunder 

for season 2015. Sus has been a regular player 
in this state league side, which plays in NEAFL 
against teams such as Gold Coast, GWS, Brisbane 
and Sydney Reserves teams. Great effort Sus!
   

New Plaque at the Boolarra FNC.

Boolarra ruckman Matthew Windsor 
tapping the ball.

Boolarra winger Courtney Sherriff 
kicks down field.

Boolarra rover Luke Conway reaching 
for the football.


