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Recipients names, from left to right:
Cr Darrell White (Not a recipient), Gladys Hall, Dan Aveling, Delia D’Amico, 

Tony Giardina, Ian Blake, Denise Schiller, Sylvia Sauppe, Russell Rogers, Bruce Hall

Boolarra turned on its charm for the fourteenth Folk Festival, held on 5 March. At 
times it looked like a bygone village fair in our town, were it not for the amplified 
strains of modern music, the new tie dyed festival t-shirts and a fabulous mirrored 

car. A glance around Centenary Park on festival day revealed some old fashioned sights: 
a penny farthing in motion, the drone of a hurdy gurdy, horse and cart rides, impromptu 
gatherings of musicians beside the bluestone veranda walls and children dancing and play-
ing. Cooler weather did not dampen the success of the day and any rain was long gone 
early. The family reunions of former Boolarra residents continue to multiply each year 
(Holmes, Cargill, Prior families to name but a few) and word of mouth recommendations 
are drawing new visitors to the town. The Railway Park upgrade, completed this year, has 
contributed better water, electrical and playground facilities and eased some of the burden 
of running the festival.
The men with microphones: Rick Teychenne, Dan Clancey, Grant McNeil and Paul Jor-

We had another great Australia Day celebration at Railway Park in Bool-
arra with around 120 people turning out to enjoy the mild weather and an 
egg and bacon sandwich and a chance to have a chin wag with friends they 
don’t run into often. It was great to meet a number of the new residents to 
town in such a relaxed atmosphere.
It was perfect weather and the park looked a treat. The trees have grown 

now and are very attractive shade trees that are greatly appreciated by the 
crowd. Latrobe City has done a great job in upgrading facilities at the park, 
including a new playground, post and rail fencing and the relocation of fire 
decorations. 
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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 
Committee unless acknowledged as 

such. 

No endorsement of products or services 
is implied by the listing of advertisers or 

sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the committee 

takes no responsibility for errors.

THE BOOLARRA LINK 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Committee members are:
Luke Potter - President - Ph: 0418 530 682
Helen Seales - Treasurer 
Alan Hall - Secretary
Helen Seales - Advertising Officer
Sylvia Sauppe -Editor - Ph: 5169 6321
Alan Hall - Sub-editor
Alan Hall - Proof reading
Dave Holt - Proof reading
Roz Carstairs - Proof reading
Tammy Richards - Photographer Ph: 5169 6328

Feedback, articles, photos and correspondence 
can be provided via email to 

BoolarraLink@hotmail.com or by letter 
addressed to The Boolarra Link and dropped 

off with Gwenda or Roger at the 
Boolarra Post Office. 

Website: thelink.boolarra.vic.au

BOOLARRA LINK ADvERTISINg

Advertisements are in blocks of 8cm WIDE 
x 10cm HIGH

Blocks can be arranged side by side 
or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks - $28.00

Additional blocks $28.00

BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance.

The kids had fun with the games organised by 
Dan Aveling, including sack races and sandal 
throwing (it’s been so long since we had any de-
cent rain, everyone has thrown their gumboots 
away). The older crowd members were kept on 
their toes by Australiana Trivia questions. The 
Boolarra Football Club and other volunteers 
started at 7:30am to ensure the hungry masses 
were very well catered for. 
There was a welcoming ceremony conducted 

by local indigenous children. Cr Darrell White 
spoke movingly of the significance of Australia 
Day and the values it represents and how these 
are reflected in our community. Samantha Brick 
spoke briefly about an upcoming information 
session for an anti-domestic violence program 
being run in Boolarra. Then, after the presenta-
tion of the Boolarra Community Awards, we had 
the raising of the flag and singing of the anthem.
There were a large number of nominations for 

Community Recognition Awards this year. This 
reflects the enthusiasm people have for being able 
to have their friends’ efforts formally acknowl-
edged in front of an audience of their peers. 
Once again it was a terrific range of recipients 

this year, with a number of the quiet achievers ac-
knowledged, along with a number of people who 
have been closely involved in key community ac-
tivities - such as the CFA and the Boolarra Folk 
Festival.
Congratulations to the following recipients in 

recognition of their significant contribution to 
the community:

Gladys Hall
Through her 20 plus year commitment to the 

Budgeree Hall committee, including nine years as 
Secretary, during which she has been involved in 
fundraising, upgrading facilities and organising 
community events.

Bruce Hall
The hall is the heart of the Budgeree community, 

and Bruce has been a stalwart through his 20 year 
plus commitment to the Budgeree Hall commit-
tee, including the last 17 years as Secretary.

Delia D’Amico
Through the wonderful care and genuine affec-

tion with which she undertakes her role as Family 
Day Care Provider. She has provided an environ-
ment which gives many Boolarra mothers the op-
portunity to return to work.

Dan Aveling
As the School Council President over several 

years he has been a passionate advocate for the 
school and is committed in representing the par-
ent body fairly and equitably.

Ian Blake
For the 42 years of service as a Member of the 

Boolarra Cemetery Trust. Over this time, he has 
filled the role of President, as well as contributing 
countless hours of voluntary work maintaining, 
beautifying and improving the cemetery.

Russell Rogers
Through his single handed efforts in cleaning up 

the Crown Land block between Billingsley’s and 
the Little Morwell River.

John Lubawski
Through his many acts of kindness and consid-

eration in helping out others in the community. 
John is actively involved in the Church and the 
Hall, but over and above this, he is always ready 
to lend a helping hand to those in need.

Denise Schiller
As a pillar of the community, always ready to give 

a helping hand when required. She has a diverse 
range of interests, from quilting, to environment 
to history and literature and is an enthusiastic and 
valued member of all groups she is involved with.

Sylvia Sauppe
Sylvia has been on the Boolarra Link since 2010, 

first as sub-editor and now as editor. She does 
much of the heavily lifting of getting the paper 
together, including typesetting, coordinating and 
developing ads, coordinating proofreading and 
coming up with new ideas to make the paper bet-
ter. The quality of the Boolarra Link is a testament 
to Sylvia’s commitment.

Tony Giardina
Tony has recently stepped down after a club re-

cord seven years as senior coach of the Boolarra 
Football Club. He took the club from the bottom 
of the ladder to a number of finals appearances 
including a premiership in 2011. He has always 
put the team and club first and develops a great 
rapport with the players.

Colin Brick, 
Boolarra Community Development Group.

Lost
If anyone found a black umbrella (had the 
word 'Australia' somewhere on it, I think) 
left at the Boolarra Folk Festival last Satur-
day, could you please contact me on 0488 
055 574 or leave it at the Boolarra Post Of-
fice.
It would have been near a tall tree close to 
the stage. Umbrella has sentimental value so 
would really appreciate its return. Thank you 
so much in anticipation.

2016 Boolarra Community 
Celebration

From Page 1
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Original prints, 
handmade gifts, greeting cards.

GALLERY OPENGALLERY OPEN
Park Road Art Studio & Gallery, Boolarra

near the footy oval.

Original prints, 
handmade gifts, greeting cards.

AUTUMN DATES 2016:
April 16 & 17 

as part of ‘Open Studios Latrobe’ 
self-guided driving tour of artist’s studios 

across the Latrobe Valley.

May 7 & 8 for Mother’s Day weekend.
Open: 10 - 4 on those days. 
Other times by appointment

Phone: 03 5169 6240 
jennypeterson50@gmail.com
Web: jennypeterson.net.au

Complete List of Boolarra Australia Day Recipients

2007
John Lubawski, Sharyn Giles, Judy Webster, Boolarra Fire Brigade, 
Mal Payne, Rob & Marietta Herni, Kate Reiske, Colin Brick.
2008
Jackie McGlade, Ann Morgan, Bill Armstrong, Darren Napier, Gar-
ryell Rose, Harry Price, Liz Black, May Ford, Neil Cartwright, Nev-
ille Gilpin, Norm Halliday, Sharon Giles, Sue Warren, The Parker 
Family.
2009
Bruce Hall, Eileen Jean (Deceased), Jack Richards, Michelle Hassett, 
Pam Crowley, Roz Carstairs, Tony and Linda Minter.
2010
Cherry Prior, Gwenda Pither, Ian Hibbins, Mengar Hibbins, Mirboo 
CWA, Noel Fox, Roger Pither, Shirley Bonning.
2011
Catheryn Thompson, Christy Cupples, Emma Cooke, Faye Taylor, 
Gwenda Pither, Jackie McGlade, Lisa Papa, Mandy Peter, Margaret 
Costello, Michael Schiller, Michael Taylor.
2012
Donna Williamson, Garryelle Rose, Jack Cleaver, Jack Richards, John 
& Robern Lubawski, Jean Quick, Jesse Giardina, Jill Simmonds, Mick 
Crowley, Rob Herni, Samantha Brick, Tony and Linda Minter.
2013
Wendy Stewart, Ray Stewart, Shirley Carnes, Heather Notting, Todd 
Birkbeck, Ruth Kinghorn, John Parker, Sherie Howard.
2014
Jane Webster, Les Hunt, Belinda Richards, Chris Wareham, Chelsea 
Stewart, Ross Hall, Gary Mills, Di Billingsley.
2015
Ann Reiske, Rick Teychenne, Regina Teychenne, Simon Pickett, Mi-
chelle Birkbeck, Paul Dodds, Kirilee Enders, Roz Carstairs.
2016
Denise Schiller, Tony Giardina, John Lubawski, Ian Blake, Dan Ave-
ling, Delia D’Amico, Bruce Hall, Gladys Hall, Russell Rogers.

This is as per my records, from various sources. I apologise if there 
are any errors. Please let me know if there are any omissions or mis-
takes.
Colin Brick.

dan with Brett Van Hoorn on 
sound, worked hard to keep 
tightness in the varied musi-
cal lineup that Chelsea Stewart 
had chosen. Busking newcom-
ers, Emre Cupples and Mira-
belle Macreadie, entertained 
the market crowds whilst The 
Strzelecki Stringbusters held 
court under the spreading tree 
before performing on the main 
stage. Lamine Sonko and The 
African Intelligence closed the 
festival to an appreciative and 
energetic dancing crowd. The 
extended events on Saturday 
night and Sunday afternoon 
were well attended in the Old 
Boolarra Pub. 
The trade at the Football Net-

ball Club and CFA food stalls 
was constant, as was the assis-
tance from their members. The Boolarra Land-
care caravan offered sage advice for interested 
locals and many local small businesses were on display. Kristy Mills and Gabrielle 
Francis are to be congratulated for the variety and quality of the market stalls.
The festival would be nothing without the committee behind it. To highlight but a 

few of its members: Ariane Ramsay puts tireless hours into collecting sponsorship 
monies and finding/rostering all the volunteers; Kath Aveling ably controls the 
treasury, John Cargill ensures carparking runs smoothly and all signs are in place 
and Catherine Murphy and Charlie Rough assist Wendy Stewart to co-ordinate 
the Information Tent. The committee is always very appreciative of the help that is 
given by locals and volunteers on the day.
The day was dedicated to a departed festival friend, Terry Cupples, who encour-

aged everyone in the Gippsland music fraternity. He would have been very happy 
with the day.

Kate Reiske,
Publicity Coordinator,
Boolarra Folk Festival.

--- Fantastic Firewood ---
- GENEROUS UTE LOAD -

UNSPLIT BUT MOSTLY

‘READY TO BURN’ SIZED PIECES

-- $75.00 --
********

ORDERS/ENQUIRIES 

PHONE ALAN
51691573
********

NOTE: This is legally sourced, fallen timber from our own 
property– (not STATE FOREST or similar)!

FAST, FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Boolarra’s iconic ‘Old Pub’ hosted fes-
tival music for the first time this year: 

great to have them involved! 

From Page 1
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Sandra Williams
To all the Boolarra Pre-School families and the 
Boolarra Community:
After being employed by Latrobe City for 27 
years at the Yinnar Pre-School, I was asked at the 
end of 2011 if I would transfer to Boolarra Pre-
School to begin the 2012 year. My years at Yinnar 
were very happy and I got to know a lot of fami-
lies, but I was ready for a change. I was made very 
welcome in Boolarra and I have had four very 
enjoyable years at the Pre-School working with 
Erin Taylor, Jessica Thomas and Megan Percy, as 
well as additional assistants Sharon and Sarah. 
The children have been delightful and believe 
me you are never too old to learn. In the last 32 
years I have learnt an awful lot from four year old 
children. 
In these four years we have enjoyed many memo-
rable occasions and special visitors. To name a 
few, Mother’s and Father’s Days, Grandparent’s 
days (one Grandmother travelling from Albury 

more than once for this special day), the Police, 
Fire Brigade, the science lady with the dry ice ex-
periments (amazing) and Xavier with the reptiles. 
The look on the children’s faces was priceless.
Another special event was going to a school visit 
by horse and dray; this bought back a lot for me. 
The children and staff had many special and fun 
times like singing and dancing, hosting our own 
impromptu concerts with encouragement from 
our friends and realising that everyone is special 
which is important no matter how old you are. 
Lastly I would like to say it has been an absolute 
pleasure to be involved in the early years of your 
child’s education.
 I have made some nice friends at Boolarra. I 
will be back too and enjoy my lovely coffee from 
the staff at the Milk Bar. See you in the park, it is 
retirement now. Thank you all so much. 

Sandra Williams.

DINING OUT 
IN BOOLARRA

With the Boolarra Pub Bistro opening Wednes-
day 9 March, Boolarra diners will be spoilt for 
choice. Mick and Robyn at the Boolarra Store 
already provide us with a wonderful selection of 
food to eat. They offer food to take-away or eat 
in. This is offered 7 days a week. As well as this 
Luke and Carolyn at The Old Pub offer locals 
and visitors alike, a range of great wines/beers as 
well as a comprehensive menu of light lunches or 
breakfast from Thursday to Sunday.
Well, now the Bistro is opening at the Bool-
arra Club Hotel. Deb is opening the kitchen on 
Wednesday 9 March. Her opening hours will be 5 
days a week from 5:30pm – 8pm with hours just 
a little bit later on Friday and Saturday nights. I 
have seen the menu and there is something for 
everyone including a children’s menu. Deb will 
also offer take-away evening meals from the 
menu. However, if it’s a function or special event 
then Deb offers a catering service. For this Deb 
can be contacted on
0405 906 391. 
Opening days and times for the bistro are as fol-
lows:
Wednesday  5:30pm – 8:00pm (Parma night)
Thursday  5:30pm – 8:00pm
Friday   5:30pm – 8:30pm
Saturday  11:30am – 1:30pm and 5:30pm – 
8:30pm
Sunday  11:30am – 2:00pm

Any enquiries please ring Toni at the Boolarra 
Club Hotel on 5169 6420

Roz Carstairs.

CMIDDLE

Middle C
Piano Services

CHARLIE
0413 550 115
*Tuning *Repairs

PIANO

SERVICES

HAZELWO OD
HEALTH CENTRE

BULK BILLING
To ALL Medicare Card Holders

Family Medicine
Minor Surgical Procedures

Immunisations, Industrial Medicals
Physiotherapy, Psychology

Visiting Paediatrican, Pathology

CONSULTING HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:00am - 5:30 pm

SATURDAY - 8:00am - 1:30 pm

5122 2555
9a GEORGINA PLACE CHURCHILL

“Caring Family Medicine”

HHC

Boolarra Cemetery Trust 
Yes! We have received a $25,000 grant from the 
Department of Health (who administer all the 
Cemetery Trusts in Victoria) towards the cost 
of sealing the driveway at the Cemetery. This 
has been a long time in the pipeline and will not 
cover all costs. However, it is a major project that 
will go ahead in the next few weeks. It is also the 
largest grant that the Boolarra Cemetery Trust 
has received and naturally all trust members are 
very happy!
It has been mentioned in previous ‘Link’ articles 
of the wonderful work on the grounds that have 
been done by Merilyn Williams and her husband 
Kenny. They have worked tirelessly and have 
recently completed a major task in clearing and 
weeding around all the graves in the Historical 

Monumental Section. It needs to be noted that it 
is the family’s responsibility to maintain graves 
in this section. Over the years, families have died 
out or moved away and many graves have been 
sadly neglected. Merilyn and Kenny have this 
section and the rest of the grounds in ‘tip-top’ 
condition. Feedback from visitors to the Cem-
etery is all very positive and appreciated. It would 
be remiss not to mention the work of other Trust 
members at working bees. A real team effort sees 
the ground in the best condition yet.

Glenys Morgan,
Acting Secretary.
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Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, 
Domestic Water 

Contact Dave for Free Quotes
Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au

Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley gravel

BOOLARRA 
MEMORIAL HALL INC.
 “What a great venue” “So light and airy” “Plenty of room” “Always clean 
and tidy” “Great facilities”! Am I talking about the MCG? No, it’s Bool-
arra Memorial Hall - one of the few local halls that actually belongs to the 
community it stands in. 
Many people who see the hall for the first time or are fortunate enough to 
hold a private function there, comment on the wonderful facility we have.
However, to keep the Hall living up to its reputation it needs interested 
people to join its Committee. At the moment we have six active members. 
Some of these members have been on the Committee 20 years and would 
appreciate extra help in the form of new committee members. 
The Boolarra Hall Committee usually meets once every two months on 
the third Thursday at 7:30pm in the Hall. Our meetings are notoriously 
short. You can get home in time for your favourite TV show! So if you 
think this is for you, contact Roz Carstairs (Secretary) on 
0429 383 686 / 5169 6445 or at rdcarstairs@bigpond.com
or Robern Lubawski (President) on 5169 6494.
Roz and Robern were re-elected for 2016-17 with John Lubawski as 
Treasurer and Liz Black, Clayton Cupples and Kat Kershaw as committee 
members.
Our next hall meeting is scheduled for Thursday 21 April at 7:30pm.

Roz Carstairs,
Secretary.

Boolarra Book Club
We have started up again this 

February after lying on the beach 
in January reading detective nov-
els and have enjoyed our last two 
books: ‘The Eyrie’ by Tim Winton 
and ‘My Summer Without Men’ 
by Siri Hustvedt. In April, we will 
all bring along a book to share 
and say why we like it. We often 

bring along books we’ve enjoyed 
to discuss and lend to others when 
we’ve had a set book.
We meet at 6:00pm for a light tea 

and then a fun discussion. So if 
you are interested then just turn up 
on the first Monday of the month 
or ring Robern on 
5169 6494.

Robern Lubawski.

AROUND THE 
TRAPS...

“Good Morning all” said 
Mrs Rabbit, who was chair-
ing the animal kingdom 
monthly meeting.
It’s good to see so many 

new faces. Before we start 
on the business at hand I 
would like to share with you a happy Christmas holiday story.
Mr and Mrs Wallaby were travelling from their friends in far away Al-

bury when Mrs Wallaby cried out that she could not travel any more on 
the putt putt bike. I will get a lift with V/Line she told Mr Wallaby. The 
problem arose how to carry all of the leathers, helmets etc. on the train. 
To the rescue came Miss Wombat, the V/Line station person. Here are 
a couple of bags, so everything was put in the bags and Mrs Wallaby 
thanked Miss Wombat and proceeded home. A couple of days later Mrs 
Wallaby came into the Post Office and asked how to send the bags back 
to Miss Wombat - which was organised. What a lovely story about help-
ing others.
“Back to business,” said Mrs Rabbit. “Who’s first,” she asked. Mrs Owl 

squawked. “What’s with the high intensity of tree felling in our area all 
of a sudden. The grand road is alive with those giant things”. “You mean 
log carriers,” piped up Mrs Emu. “We won’t have a tree to sleep in soon,” 
Mrs Owl said.
Mrs Roo cut in “I spoke to the human communication person yester-

day who told me we should all get UHFs for safety.”
Mrs Echidna spiked up, “Have you all seen the new communications 

holders (letterboxes) that have been popping up around the area?”
Mrs Wallaby hopped in to say on past business those dangerous ma-

chines, cars, etc. are still all over the track, cutting corners instead of 
staying left side all the time. 
Mrs Eagle asked Mrs Rabbit how the husbands were going with the 

number sort out, discussed several copies ago, no RMB numbers, no 
lot numbers just distance numbers. Well it seems that those humans are 
even slower than us to correct things.
“If there is no more business I will close the meeting. All agreed. See 

you next meeting”.

SERVICES
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Knitting Yarns by Mail
Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au

Your one stop shop for the very best yarns,
knitting patterns, needles & accessories

Dolls wigging & mohair for Santas & craft

FREE catalogue now available
Yarns include silk, cotton, bamboo, wool, mohair,

alpaca, cashmere & sock yarns from leading brands -
Patons, Cleckheaton, Panda, Noro, 
Debbie Bliss, Heirloom, Eki Riva, 
Lana Gatto, Shepherd, Jo Sharp

plus our own exclusive range of hand dyed mohair yarn

114 Fox & Fanckes Rd, Boolarra Sth 3870
Open by appointment only

Online orders delivered free to Boolarra street addresses

stokesay@bigpond.com 
Ph. Alison - 0408 992 927

Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water. We 

specialise in premium quality
systems, backed up by old-fashioned

Customer Service.

LocaL company, based in 
mirboo north

Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add value to your home
•	 Save $$$ by feeding power into the grid
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
call andy now for a Free in-home quotation

phone: 0405 139 169
andrew@gippslandsolar.com.au
www.gippslandsolar.com.au

✴Solar Power ✴ Solar Hot Water

Boolarra Memorial Park

During the ‘changeover’ months of February and 
March, the Park is an especially vibrant place. 
During the weekday evenings there will be a 
combination of junior and senior cricket and ten-
nis, as well as football and netball training, often 
with riders making use of the Pony Club facilities 
in the background. It has been lovely over the 
past couple of months to go down to the Park 
and see the multitude of users making use of the 
facilities. 
It is a tribute to our community culture that the 
various groups are able to share the usage of the 
facilities with virtually no friction and to resolve 
any issues that arise with sensible discussion. We 
tend to take it for granted, but when Ian Gibson 
ran community workshops for the Parks Com-

mittee last year, he made it clear that this attitude 
is far from the norm and many reserves have 
extremely poor relationships between the various 
user groups.
Things have been relatively quiet at the Park, but 
improvements continue to be made.
The entrance is now complete and Lawrie Havril-
lay has erected a user group sign at the entrance 
and some landscaping has been undertaken. Ken 
Williams has planted a number of trees along the 
entrance and the pathway has been reinstated.
Poles have been erected behind the goals at each 
end of the ground and nets will be installed 
The cricket club has approached the Parks Com-
mittee with a proposal to reinstate the No 2 Oval 
as a cricket pitch. Over the past couple of years, 
the cricket club has expanded from two senior 
teams to three senior and two junior teams. A 
single oval is inadequate and really hampering 
their club development. The proposal has been 
given approval in principle by the Park, pending 
the provision of concrete proposals of scope of 
works, timing and costings. The No 2 Oval will 
continue as a multi-use facility, used by 
the cricketers, Pony Club and Football 
Club.
While on the subject of the cricket 
club, once again I’d like to congratulate 
them on the way they have had the oval 
looking this season. It’s a lot of work, 
especially before Christmas, but they’ve 
done well.
We do have ongoing concerns with the 
drainage and grass coverage of the oval. 
We have just put eight tonnes of fertilis-
er and lime on the oval. The intention is 
to heavily seed drill it when the weather 
turns. We will also be looking at clearing 
out the drains, and potentially replacing some 
sections.
You may have noticed some caravans in the park 

at different times, most recently over the Folk 
Festival weekend. As our park is such a wonder-
ful facility, interest has been growing in this area. 
In December, we had the Idlers Club come and 
stay. There were around 40 vans spread through-
out the park. The Idlers hired a juke box for their 
New Year’s Eve Function and danced the night 
away. They enjoyed their time in Boolarra sight-
seeing, visiting our local tourist attractions and 
supporting local businesses during their stay. 
The Park is a popular spot for locals to walk 
their dogs, so please ensure that you look out 
for the best interests of the park by picking up 
your doggy doo and let someone know if you see 
anything that needs attention or is unusual while 
you are there.

If you feel there are any issues at the park, feel 
free to discuss them with any of the committee 
members.

Colin Brick,
Secretary.
Boolarra Memorial Reserve

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 
AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879.  S48164-1 
(232943_v1) (2/12/2014)

It’s switching your banking to us. 
But it’s bigger than that.
It’s $254,000 poured back into South West 
Gippsland.
Our bank invests its profits into our community, so just 
by banking with us, you automatically become part of 
something bigger. Bigger than a bank.

Drop into your nearest branch at 88 Ridgway, Mirboo 
North or phone 5668 1231 or apply now at 
bendigobank.com.au

bendigobank.com.au

Pole being positioned: new feature at 
Recreation Reserve.

Eye-cathching banner of 4WD club ‘Idlers’ on 
display at Recreation Reserve recently.
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A new year for Landcare and much on the hori-
zon. We have a Work for the Dole Group at the 
Mill site two days each week and have a mainte-
nance program in full swing. The tracks are being 
topped up with crushed rock, paths cut back and 
lots of other items on the agenda. The Mill site 
tracks are currently closed as DELWP conduct a 
tree safety audit and remove any dangerous trees. 
We hope this will be done soon so that the walk-
ers can get back into action. The program is af-
fecting what work we can do at the moment too, 
so although we know how important safety is 
and want the work done, we are finding it incon-
venient. The Mirboo North and District Com-
munity Bank Grant for our heritage area is in our 
Bank Account but we can’t really put any signage 
in before the tree felling gets done. Ann Morgan 

has been finding photos from 
the Historical Society collec-
tion and Maurie Dyer has 
also provided photos for us, 
so selecting the most appro-
priate ones and writing up the 
texts to go with them is where 
we are with that project. The 
Morwell River Falls is going 
to get a bush dunny. The environment, especially 
where the campers go, was getting very polluted 
and so the Men’s Shed has welded the frame for 
us. We have had iron donated and once we have 
prepared the site we will get ready to install this 
edifice. Hope the ground is not too hard as we 
have a deep hole to dig!
We have received a Community Volunteer Ac-

tion Grant from DELWP for 
threatened species projects, 
which involve on-farm work on 
some properties planting some 
specific plants. It also includes 
workshops on various endan-
gered species. There will be other 
planting days too at various lo-
cal sites and we would like some 
community involvement with 
this. We would like reports on 
any sightings of Powerful Owls, 
Greater Gliders, Brown Bandi-

coots or Lace Monitor Lizards. We also need to 
find our very rare Scarab beetle, which Ken Har-
ris identified at the Mill Site and is on the IUCN 
list.
The plantings along the Little Morwell River will 
benefit from the rain and we will do some more 
work there through the year. Our own proper-
ties also need to be checked for weeds. There is 
some Ragwort flowering and Blackberries can 
be sprayed until the end of March. Tackle these 
before they become too hard to eradicate. If you 
have Agapanthus it is time to dead head them if 
you have not already done so.
Please consider becoming a member of your lo-

cal Landcare Group, we would love to have you 
on board. Visit the Boolarra post Office to join. 
Check us out on Facebook and keep an eye on 
the Community Notice Board.

Denise Schiller,
Publicity Officer.

Boolarra South 
Landcare Group

The Rat Barrow in action with Mal-
com Thompson and crew repairing the 

walking tracks. 

Photo from Maurie Dyer of the work-
ing Mill, date unknown.
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We help people across Gippsland design 
and build their own websites. We can 
help you build, or we can build a website 
completely for you. 

Global experience, local people. 
Reasonable rates.

Web Design

Contact Luke now

0418 530 682

luke@charlie-mac.com
web.charlie-mac.com

Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
 

Rob Franssen & Dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

If No Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal

We’re all pleased to be back meeting again after 
our Christmas break. We had a lovely Christmas 
lunch at the Multi Purpose Building with cater-
ing done beautifully by Sue Webster at very short 
notice. Thank you Sue for offering to help us out.
Over summer, Denise has been quilting more 

than knitting and has recently completed her first 
quilt for a new baby. She’s almost finished knitting 
the magic square blanket that she’s been working 
on for some time and is getting ready to start a 
new project. 
Carla has also been busy learning to quilt, but 

she’s also spinning beautiful white alpaca fleece as 
well as knitting a scarf for her husband.
Mary has managed to come along only some 

weeks due to the fact that other groups she be-
longs to seem to select a Thursday for their meet-
ing days. When she does make it along she always 
enjoys hearing the latest news from the Boolarra 
district.
Socks and more socks are still on Robyn’s agenda. 

She is also working on a large tapestry that will 
one day (very soon) we hope, grace the walls of a 
very lucky friend.
Kate tells us that she’s bored with knitting green 

baby items so she’s very happy at last to move onto 
baby pink for her brand new granddaughter. She’s 
also managed to knit some socks for her husband.
Ann C has been absent recently due to accom-

panying her husband to the city most Thursdays, 
but she has managed to complete a jumper and 
baby jumper as well. We look forward to seeing 
more of her in future weeks.
Quilting seems to be popular with our members 

at the moment, as Lorna is also working on a hand 
quilted vest featuring a peacock as the main fea-

ture, with floral surrounds with peony roses and 
small daisies. Some stitches she’s using are stem 
stitch, couching and others.
Kerryn is another quilter and is working on her 

first one. She’s doing a beautiful job embroider-
ing very cute little girls, which will all end up on 
her quilt. She has made many tote bags in recent 
times as well.
Jan’s knitting a scarf with sock wool. The colour 

combination she’s chosen will end up as a gar-
ment that can be worn with various colours mak-
ing it very versatile. She’s another who’s about to 
turn her hand to quilting.
Margaret has been knitting a very pretty dress 

for one of her granddaughters. She’s also recent-
ly completed her first quilt which has been sent 
away to the quilter for the final touches.
The grey Alpaca wrap for Anne L that I’m knit-

ting is almost finished. It’s been beautifully soft 
to knit, but I am looking forward to getting on to 
something a little more colourful. I’m also work-
ing on a quilt for my granddaughter Rosie’s 21st 
birthday and I have a little over 12 months to 
complete it.
Wool Group meets every Thursday at 11:30am 

in the Multi Purpose Building. We bring along a 
shared lunch and the cost is only $3 per week to 
cover our rent, tea, coffee etc. If you would like 
to find out more about our friendly group, phone 
me on 0400 722 716.

Lois Thornton, 
Member.

WOOL GROUP YARNING

For Hire Historical 
Budgeree Hall
Located in the heart of Budgeree on Roys 
Rd, the Hall is perfect for functions includ-
ing weddings, dances, markets, concerts, 
swap meets, private parties, family events, 
classes and so on. 
Budgeree Hall provides kitchen facilities, 
male, female and disabled toilets, large car 
parking or camping spaces.
For bookings, inspections and other en-
quires, contact Leanne on 0429 111 192 or 
at Leanne@charlie-mac.com
Like “Budgeree Hall” on Facebook

Flowers perfect for every occasion
We deliver beautiful fresh flowers to all areas of the 

Latrobe Valley and beyond. 

We also carry a range of giftware including: 
Scarves, Plants, Jewellery, Organic 
Raw Chocolates, Bags, Vases, 
Greeting Cards and more.

Call Lynn on Ph: 51353778
www.flowersinthevalley.com.au
email: lynn@flowersinthevalley.com.au
186 Commercial Road, Morwell
(At Manny's Market entrance)

Historical Budgeree 
Hall Time Capsule

Come and share your stories and photos to 
be buried in a time capsule in the grounds 
of the Budgeree Hall on 3 April 2016 from 
12:00pm. The time capsule will be buried 
around 2:30pm.

A delicious BBQ and cold drinks will be 
available for a nominal price.
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Bizzy Bees in the Garden
Another season is in front of us - autumn. The 

falling of leaves, the decaying of plants that flour-
ished and fed us through summer!! The soil has 
given much and it is time to rest, recover and re-
generate. Autumn in the garden is transition time, 
from the long hot days to the cooler weather. The 
Yinnar Community Garden has had a flourish-
ing summer and is still producing tomatoes, egg-
plants, cucumbers and beans, though it is now 
starting to decline. Our apple crop, from the four 
heritage apples has been excellent this year. The 
greenhouse managed to sustain through the sum-
mer even though our water ran very low and we 
tried not to water it. We have two dedicated seed-
ling beds and regenerating composting continues 
with the able assistance of Jimbo. 
Please note that while we welcome all visitors, 

picking rights are reserved for members only, at a 
cost of $10 per year (this helps us to cover our ad-
ministrative costs). We have put up “Eat Me” signs 

for visitors where we have a glut but “Harvest” is 
reserved for members. We’ve also got some “Save 
for Seed” signs that will appear when needed. For 
more information regarding membership please 
contact Rosemary at: yinnarcg@gmail.com. 
This February we’ve started a midweek working 

bee on Tuesdays from 9:30am to 12:30pm. Mums, 
Dads, grandparents and carers are welcome to 
come along after school drop-off or before pickup. 
Our Saturday working bees continue on the 2nd 
and 4th Saturday of each month from 1:30pm to 
3:30pm (later in the evening if over 30 degrees). 
The community garden committee is happy to 

see many school children visiting and we’ve had 
regular visits from Traralgon Junior Secondary 
School who’ve had tours through the seasons and 
also contribute via working bees. We intend that 
all plants in our garden are edible, however please 
note that poisonous weeds such as the thornapple 
‘Datura stramonium’ have occurred in the garden 
(we’ve done our best to eliminate it but the multi-
ple seeds can remain dormant for many years) so 
we recommend that all children be supervised by 
an adult when eating produce from the garden.
To do in autumn sow: Winter Seedlings, like 

brassicas, onions, .... Sow peas direct. Harvest: 
perhaps there are still some summer vegies hang-
ing around like tomatoes, capsicums, eggplants. 
Things to do: Don’t waste those precious leaves 
from your deciduous trees or prunings from 
your clean ups! Layer dry leaves with manure 
and some organic chicken pellets (if possible) in 
bags or pots & leave them in a shady area until 
spring. Use them to feed fruit trees, plants or gar-
den beds. It’s time to prepare and regenerate the 
soil for winter. Add well-rotted manure, compost, 
some ash, lime, and dynamic lifter. Try a biody-
namic system. Plant some green matter, like snow 
peas and just as they flower chop them down, add 
manure and replant new seeds on top.
Feature plant from the garden - ECHINACEA 

(Echinacea augustifolia) Common Names: Nar-
row-Leaved purple Coneflower, Sampson Root. 
We also have white Echinacea (Echinacea pur-
purea) in the garden. Description: A native her-
baceous perennial plant coming from the prai-
rie states in North America. Benefits: Echinacea 
attracts butterflies, bees and other insects to the 
garden. Its flowers are beautiful to look at. A great 
edging plant. It is a medicinal plant and may re-
duce the duration of colds. If you feel a sore throat 
coming on, finely chop a few Echinacea leaves, 
then squeeze the pulp through a strainer to yield 
about half a teaspoon of juice. Adults can take this 
dose three times per day, making a fresh batch 
each time. The anomaly seen in this picture with 
two sets of flower heads may be a naturally oc-
curring random mutation or is it a climate change 
adaptation? We’d love to hear your views.
Adapted by Catheryn from the Community Gar-

den’s Newsletter prepared by Carmen. Yinnar 
Community Garden Members receive a quarterly 
e-newsletter.

Catheryn Thompson,
Secretary.

Kylie with new apple net.
Photo by Max Campbell.

Echinacea and Bee.
Photo by Max Campbell.

Nothing in the world is 
more dangerous than sincere 
ignorance and conscientious 

stupidity.

Martin Luther King, Jr.



The Boolarra Link - March 2016Page: 10

FRIENDS OF THE UPPER MORWELL RIVER INC.
After an extended break, the Friends held their 
first 2016 working bee on 29 February. A plan 
was originally set down to kick the year off with 
a barbeque to introduce Landcare participants to 
the Falls Reserve site - and our various projects - 
but it had to be delayed because of an injury to a 
key Landcare person. Present at the 29 February 
working bee were Alan, Catheryn, Phil, Malcolm, 
Sue, Brian (Mack), Keith from Boolarra South 
Landcare and our ‘special guest’ Dave Smith 
who is our invaluable Hancock Victoria Planta-
tion (HVP) liaison. The mooted intention for 
this day’s working bee was to focus on clearing a 
short access track and level a small site near the 
big pines on Frontage Road. However, we were 
advised by Dave Smith a few days in advance that 
HVP are intending to start logging here mid-year. 
Dave confirmed this plan first up at the working 
bee. Frontage Road will be fully closed off dur-
ing this time. After a picnic lunch, a meeting was 
held discussing where we were at with this issue - 

maybe delay-

ing till the logging is done. After a discussion, it 
was decided to delay, and revisit the project ‘post 
logging’. This task postponed, we looked for oth-
er things to do: Alan tackled clearing the fallen 
pines extending onto the road near ‘Honeymoon 
Corner’ (assisted by Sue); Mack, Phil, Malcolm 
and Keith did a fine job of restoring to ‘as new’ 
condition a damaged section of stairway rail-
ing above the ‘top fall’; and Catheryn and Dave 
wrested many blackberry canes and crowns from 
their footings along the far bank of the river, as-
sisted by some of the others as they finished up 
their activities. Thanks to everyone for attending! 
Tree plantings along the river (eucalyptus seed-
lings provided by Dave - thanks) have had mixed 
success: near Olsen’s Bridge, no follow up was 
done, and due to suspected vandalism and the 
latest ‘big dry’ nearly all trees failed - while at 
Apex Park and Fox’s Hole, Alan has kept up the 
watering and a bit of mulch and they are doing 
quite well. Lots of rain would be good at this stage 
for the seedlings. 

Our interactive Facebook page ‘Friends of the 
Upper Morwell River’ - there are lots of interest-
ing and up to date pictures, plus current info here, 
with some nice historical touches too.

Alan Hall,
Friends of the Upper Morwell River. 

Another picturesque section of the 
scenic Morwell River Road.

Y i n n a r  F u e l
 &  F a r m  S u p p l i e s

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RANGE – GREAT SERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

& free produce delivery too! . . .

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240
52 Main Street

Yinnar Vic 3869

CARDS 500
LOVE TO PLAY 500 
(beginners or advanced)?
Then join us on Monday 2 May in the Multi-
Purpose Building (next to the Kindergarten) 
in Boolarra from 7pm till 9pm for the first 
trial night and every fortnight thereafter.
Chess players also welcome to come and play 
with other chess enthusi-
asts.
Cost $3 ph to cover costs. 
Enquiries: 0488 055 574

The function of education is to 
teach one to think intensively 
and to think critically. Intel-

ligence plus character - that is 
the goal of true education.

Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Grand Ridge
Computer Services
* New & Custom Built Systems

* Malware & Virus Removal
* Software Sales & Installation

* Advice & Assistance
* Upgrades & Configuration

* System Maintenance
* Notebooks & Netbooks

* Parts & Peripherals
* Printer Consumables

Ph: 5169 6473
Mob: 0429 696 473
grcs@internode.on.net

P O Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

CHURCHILL HOT BREAD
For ALL your

BREAD & PASTRY
requirements

HOT PIES
Take-away Cappucino

& Lattes
Now available

CATERING AVAILABLE
Monday to Friday - 7am - 5:30pm
Saturday & Sunday - 7am - 2pm

5122 3255

Domestic violence is a serious issue throughout 
Australia.
Because it occurs within families and behind 

closed doors, it is largely a hidden problem. Due 
to the stigma associated with the issue, victims 
are often reluctant to seek help. 
A funding opportunity become available to 

the Boolarra Community Development Group 
through Berry Street for a program to address the 
issue of domestic violence.
This Boolarra Community Champions Against 

Domestic Violence Project is developing steadily. 
We had 23 at our first meeting and then 7 at the 
second one with lots of apologies. A sub-commit-
tee under the BCDG has been established to co-
ordinate the program.
The meetings have been very positive, with lots 

of good ideas. One interesting aspect was the pre-
ferred focus on developing and focusing on strong 
positive relationships, rather than focusing solely 
on the negative aspects of domestic violence.
We are currently chasing up guest speakers for 

the program launch which will be mid to late 
April. The intention is to provide publicity for 
the program within the community with keynote 
speakers focusing on different aspects of the is-
sue. 
The group has had discussions with the key ser-

vice providers and stakeholders in the local area, 
who have all been very supportive of the concept. 
At this stage, partnerships have been developed 
with Relationships Australia, Quantum, White 
Ribbon Foundation, Sarah Corbell; the regional 
Prevention of Violence Against Women Coordi-
nator at Gippsland Women’s Health and Latrobe 
City Council. Gippsland Women’s Health has 
agreed to provide most of the training - starting 
with the bystander training.

One thing that has become clear is that most pro-
grams, in the Gippsland area and across Victoria 
and Australia, are reactive in nature.
The Boolarra program is proactive, seeking to 

change attitudes in the community by raising the 
level of understanding and dialogue in the com-
munity around the issue and by highlighting the 
factors that make for positive relationships. The 
program also seeks to put forward positive role 
models in the community who stress the message 
that they do not condone violence and to pro-
vide those role models (or champions) with the 
training, tools and support they need to address 
the situations that they become aware of through 
their role as champions.
We are looking for champions from diverse sec-

tions of the community, male and female, to join 
us in learning about and addressing the causes of 
gender based violence 
The role of the champion is:
•	 To	be	a	public	role	model,	promoting	the	

message that violence is not acceptable.
•	 To	 be	 available	 to	 community	 members	

who would like to discuss issues of domestic vio-
lence.
•	 To	have	an	understanding	of	 the	services	

and avenues available for people affected by do-
mestic violence (both victim and perpetrator). 
•	 There	 will	 be	 police	 checks	 and	 referee	

statements required for the nominated champi-
ons.
Training and support will be provided to the 

champions over a series of two hour sessions to 
assist them in understanding the nature of the 
problem, how to identify it, and tools and strate-
gies in how to deal with situations that they be-
come aware of. The Champions will be part of 
a team and support will be provided. We have 

about seven people who have agreed to be Com-
munity Champions so far and would love to hear 
from people who are interested in participating. 
Concurrently, there will be community informa-

tion sessions to help the community better un-
derstand the nature and impacts of the issue. Also 
the role that they and the champions have in try-
ing to eliminate violence in our community and 
promoting positive behaviours.
There is a Facebook link, which enables commu-

nity input into the program: https://www.face-
book.com/boolarracommunitychamps/ 

If you are able to assist in any way, or have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Samantha, 
Colin and Daniel.

Colin Brick, Samantha Brick and Daniel Brick,
Boolarra Community Champions Against Domestic 
Violence Project.

samantha.brick@bigpond.com
5163 1212
0427 824 722

Boolarra Community Champions Against Domestic Violence Project

Faith is taking the first step 
even when you don't see the 

whole staircase.

Martin Luther King, Jr.
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New Students
We are delighted to welcome prep students: 

Cooper C, Milo, Ella, Bear, Ryder, Declan, Coop-
er S, Lachlan, Cora-Lynn, Oscar, Holley and Mat-
ilda. We have also been joined by Harrison (grade 
2) along with his brothers Charlie (grade 3) and 
Louis (grade 6).

2016 Staff
We are delighted to welcome Ms Tina Larrad 

and Ms Jo Dryden back from their Family Leave. 
Jo is taking BluEarth and teaching the P/1/2 class 
on Fridays as Ms Cheryl Hilton has reduced her 
time to four days a week. Tina is taking P.E. and 
some other specialist areas such as Library and 
research this year. We are very grateful to still 
have Ms Roz Carstairs looking after our Library 
on a voluntary basis, which is extremely gener-
ous of her. We also welcome back Ms Tammy Est-
court from her stint as acting principal at Wurruk 
Primary School. This year we are joined by new 
Education Support Officer, Stacey Briscoe. To get 

to know her better, here 
are Stacey’s responses to 
questions posed by some 
of our students: 
Favourite game? – Ma-

kayla: My favourite game 
is Candy Crush.

Favourite music? – Lily: Music I can 
dance to. 
Favourite thing to eat? – Matilda M: 

Chocolate.
Favourite Number? – Corey: 7 because 

I was born on 7 December. I like read-
ing books when I get time to. I’m very 
arty.
What shoes do you like? – Ronan: I 

prefer bare feet.
Do you like Avocados? – Dublin: Yes 

but I never used to.
Various questions from Declan: I live in Mirboo 

North. I have three children, Holly, Blake and 
Zac. My favourite 
colours are pink 
and green.

What our Stu-
dents are Saying 
about Our School

Brea (grade 2): I 
like Boolarra Pri-
mary School be-
cause there are nice 
children to make 
friends with. What 
I also like is there 
are nice teachers. 
Aleasha (grade 1): I like that our school has Bud-

dies. I loved my Buddy. I also like that we have a 
pirate themed play-ground.
Chloe (grade 3): I like Boolarra Primary School 

because there are fantastic teachers. My favourite 
teachers are Mr. Kilday and Ms Smith. There are 
kind children too. 
Kallarnie (grade 1): I like Boolarra Primary 

School because the playground is nice. I like 
school because the teachers are nice too. 

Junior School Council 
Junior School Council would like anyone who 

has toy trucks and so forth that that 
they no longer require to please con-
sider donating these to our Sports 
Shed for our students to use in the 
sand pit during outside play time. 

Pancake Tuesday
We all enjoyed some delicious pan-

cakes thanks to the efforts of local 
church members.

Athletic Sports
For the first time in many years, Ir-

ving (Blue House) won the right to 
have their name engraved on the Cup. 
Strzelecki (Yellow House) won the 
House Spirit award. Dublin of grade 

6 and Bear of grade prep 
scored 3s in every event; this 
is a remarkable feat! 

Fabulous Parent Support!
Sheree Dubois has worked tirelessly keeping our 

school pool ready for our students to enjoy cool-
ing off in on hot days. Sheree along with 
Kate Dykes, also put in a massive effort 
organising and running our Stuffed Spuds 
Stall at the Folk Festival. Lots of other par-
ents pitched in and helped too. Woolworths 
Mid Valley generously supplied $100 worth 
of cabbage and carrots and the Boolarra 
Shop let us buy other ingredients at cost 
price. We are extremely lucky to have such 
a supportive community. 
Art / Craft Stall
Our students made a fabulous array of 

goodies during Art classes for Ms Karen 
Twomey to sell at the Folk Festival. Ms 

Twomey put in a huge amount of extra, unpaid 
over-time to make this venture a success. 

Helping Parents to Provide Literacy Sup-
port 

Ms Karen Twomey somehow managed to find 
the time to conduct sessions for our parents to 
assist them to help their children build strong lit-
eracy habits and strategies. It was great to have a 
number of parents take up this opportunity. 

Principal, 
Leanne Emond.

Harry showing great concentration 
during Tennis Classes with Mr An-

drew Peavey.

Isabella, Claire and Declan enjoying 
some play-time on the first day of 

school.

Lana & Bella cooling off in the 
School Pool.

Ms Karen Twomey and some parents 
working on how to help build our 
students’ literacy skills at home.

Older students Carlene, Paige and 
Elise supporting Ryder on his first day 

of school.
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Aleasha tackling long jump.

As usual the senior students did a wonderful job 
supporting our younger participants on Sports Day.

Even More Folk 
Festival Drumming 

Practice.

Jordan and Ethan have a fierce but friendly rivalry that sees 
them both achieve lots of PBs on Sports Day.

More Folk Festival Drumming Practice

Our students collected rubbish as 
we walked to practise our Drum-

ming in the Park for Clean Up 
Australia Day.

Strzelecki Captains with the 
House Spirit trophy.

The youngest competitors combined cuteness and sprinting.
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1st Yinnar Scout 
Group News
Things kicked off with a bang this 

year with Sylvia, Bradley and Lance 
boarding a bus on New Year’s Day to 
go to Jamboree for two weeks in Ap-
pin, NSW with 12,000 other Scouts, 

while Vanessa had already been gone five days 
of her three weeks at the New Zealand Venture 
as part of Australia’s biggest-ever International 
Contingent, with 660 other Scouting members 
from Australia.
So far this year we’ve celebrated Australia Day 

in Yinnar, had some great program nights at the 
hall, joined in with the festivities at Boolarra Folk 
Festival and participated in Clean Up Australia 
Day. By the time this goes to print we will have 
done Red Cross Calling in both Yinnar and Bool-
arra. 
The Cubs are looking forward to Baloo’s Picnic 

at Melbourne Zoo on 19 March to celebrate 100 

years of Cubs, with the King of Swe-
den. We will be among 6000 Cubs 
attending on the day to visit the Zoo 
and participate in fun activities.
The Scouts did participate at Strad-

broke Cup, which is a competition 
camp weekend which places special 
emphasis on teaching Scouts about 
camp safety and hygiene and ar-
chived a bronze standard.
The Venturers have recently at-

tended the “Anything Goes” activity 
weekend at Lardner Park with moun-
tain biking, scuba diving, surfing, 
4-wheel-driving, horse riding and 
much more.
We now offer programs for boys and girls aged 

5 and up, beginning with Joey Scouts for 5 to 7 
year-olds (must be attending school), then Cub 
Scouts (7 to 10 years), Scouts (10 to 14), Venturer 
Scouts (14 to 17) and Rover Scouts (18 to 25). For 
more details, contact 

Colin Richards on 0467 677 759 
or visit www.vicscouts.com.au

Colin Richards,
Group Leader 1st Yinnar.

River Road  
Electrical Services

Domestic, Rural
Industrial, 

Commercial
Bruce Craddock

Mobile: 0427 696 640

Three members from 1st 

Yinnar Scout troop where 
part of troop C511 at 

the Australian Jamboree 
2016.

A group of Venturers and leaders took 
part in the Heyfield relay for life over the 

weekend. Well done guys.

1st Yinnar Cubs with Chris 'Chiefy' Bates, National 
Commissioner of Australia.

The sun was peaking through on Saturday 19th of March, 
the animals are ready and Scouts Victoria Cubs are finally 
at the Zoo. We are celebrating 100 years of Cub Scouts with 
His Majesty the King of Sweden (the Honorary Chairman 
of the World Scout Foundation). Oh and hundreds of new 
Cubs have been invested, four from 1st Yinnar His Majesty 

the King of Sweden pinned badges on our Cubs during their 
investiture! later our Cubs talked to Michael Baden Powell 
the grandson of Robert Baden-Powell founder of Scouts.  
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H A Z E LW O O D
P R O P E R T Y

M A I N T E N A N C E
Small or Large Lawns

Gutters / Window Cleaning
Pruning / Weed Eradication

Mark & Sandra Maynard

PH / FAX: 03 5163 1782
MOBILE: 0412 549 376

hazelpm@optusnet.com.au 

Craig Young Butchery
Gourmet Meats

Specialising in bulk meats
Fresh Fish Friday

Have your stock slaughtered, cut-up, 
packed & frozen to your requirements

Phone Orders Taken
90 Ridgway, Mirboo North

Ph: 5668 1632
Superb Spit Roasts 

& Catering Available
Proprietors: Fiona & Craig Young

KEN GRAEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo North 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester 
& Service Centre

Well 2016 is well and truly underway and I’d like 
to wish all community members a Happy New 
Year. I hope that your holiday season was restful. 
Unfortunately, 2016 didn't get off to a great start 

for V/Line commuters with a number of train 
cancellations on the Gippsland line. This is sim-
ply not good enough, particularly compared to 
our regional counterparts in Geelong, Ballarat 
and Bendigo who came through this same period 
relatively unscathed. 
I have been running a petition for some time 

now that calls upon the State Labor Government 
to adopt the Coalitions plan of more services, du-
plication of tracks, removal of level crossings and 
additional carriages, but unfortunately this has so 
far fallen on deaf ears.
I will continue to raise this issue on behalf of our 

community who deserve better when it comes to 
our rail services. Copies of the petition are avail-
able for printing from my website www.russell-
northe.com.au/petitions/
On 26 January we had strong attendances across 

our region at local Australia Day events. 
It’s always wonderful to see our communities en-

joying the festivities to commemorate our great 
nation and this year’s Australia Day celebrations 
were no different.
A number of people were recognised on the day, 

and I would like to congratulate all those who 
were nominated for and received, Australia Day 
Awards this year. I commend you for your actions 
which led to your nominations.
It is terrific that we are able to celebrate the fan-

tastic achievements of extraordinary people and 
highlight the work that they do each and every 
day, for the good of our towns and residents.
The annual Boolarra Folk Festival was held 

on Saturday 5 March with a day and evening of 
free entertainment on display. In addition to the 
quality entertainment there was a strong array 
of stalls, art and craft and food available for the 
many hundreds of visitors. Congratulations to the 
Boolarra Folk Festival committee who did such a 
marvellous job in hosting this terrific local event.
With the Easter break fast approaching it is a 

timely reminder for those that will be travelling 
to take care on the roads. I hope everyone has an 
enjoyable and restful Easter with their family and 
friends.
In closing, please remember that 25 April is AN-

ZAC Day and a number of services will be con-
ducted around the Latrobe Valley. These services 
are always well attended. I encourage you to go 
along and pay tribute to those who have served 
our country and show your gratitude and respect 
to our courageous service men and women.

Boolarra Stompers. 
Raising funds for our local 
Cancer Centre

Once again we have had the good fortune of a 
wonderful donation from Ian the 
Horse and Cart ride man at the Boolarra Folk 

Festival. Thank you so much Ian, along with 
Merv, Rob and Neville. This year, they had two 
horses with carts so they were able to take twice 
the number of customers. We noticed they were 
kept going all day, so well done guys.
This year we are sharing the proceeds with Ro-

tary House in Traralgon. We are so lucky to be 
the recipients of so much each year.
The rest of the time we have been selling plants 

thanks to the work of Merilyn. When we have 
spare vegies, we have them on the counter at the 
Post Office for a gold coin. As we have been doing 
for a couple of years now, we have the box for the 
5 cent coins as well.
I know it doesn’t seem as though we have done 

anything to raise money. In reality, the wheels 
have been turning all the time
Well that’s it from the Stompers for a while.

Gwenda.

PILATES
Kathleen Millett has been conducting exer-
cise classes in Boolarra and Yinnar and other 
venues for over 10 years. She is a highly quali-
fied instructor in many and various exercise 
regimes and is conducting Pilates classes at 
the Multi Purpose Building in Boolarra every 
Tuesday at 9:30am.

Pilates is an excellent exercise which strength-
ens core muscles, and helps with balance, 
strength and flexibility. 
If you are interested in attending, please give 
Kathleen a call on 5122 2591.
kathleenmillett@gmail.com.

I have a dream that my four 
little children will one day live 
in a nation where they will not 
be judged by the color of their 
skin, but by the content of 

their character.

Martin Luther King, Jr.
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RECRUITMENT DRIVE SOON
In the coming months the Boolarra Fire Brigade 

will be launching a ‘Recruitment Drive’ specifi-
cally targeting community members in the 20 
to 30 years’ age bracket who may have recently 
moved to our area with a view to making Bool-
arra home for their young family.
In the past we have trained many young people 

who finish up leaving the town to further ad-
vance their education or head for the ‘Big Smoke’ 
for employment. If you are interested in joining, 
please visit the Fire Station on a Sunday morning 
between 9:00am and 10:30am to find out more 
information.

MINIMUM SKILLS COURSES
Di Billingsley and Michelle Birkbeck are two of 

several Trainer / Assessors volunteers who will-
ingly donate their valuable time to conduct ‘Mini-
mum Skills Training’ for new members of local 
Merton Group brigades.
This year, one 11-week course has already been 

completed at Boolarra, one is currently being 
conducted across the Merton Group and another 
is planned to commence on Wednesday, 18 May.
New members of any brigade have to complete 

the Minimum Skills Course prior to them set-

ting foot on the fire 
ground. 
VISIT TO GDF 
SUEZ – HAZEL-
WOOD
On Tuesday 16 

February, over 100 
CFA volunteers 

from the Merton, Hyland and 
Strzelecki Groups toured the Ha-
zelwood Mine with the aim of fa-
miliarising themselves with the new layout and 
firefighting improvements that have been estab-
lished in the past 18 months.
The large group were divided into three Strike 

Teams that enabled all to view the significant 
changes undertaken by GDF 
Suez, including the mapping and 
sign posting improvements, the 
capping of batters and the added 
water resources. All participated 
in a well catered BBQ at the con-
clusion of the tour. 

SANTA’S LOLLY RUN
Approximately 300 bags of lol-

lies were distributed to the chil-
dren of Boolarra during Santa’s 
Christmas Eve lolly drop. The 
children and their parents must 
be congratulated for their safe 
and friendly behaviour as the fire 

truck carrying San-
ta travelled slowly 
along each of Bool-
arra’s streets.
LICOLA TRIP
The senior mem-

bers of the fire 
brigade, together 
with their families 
in most cases, will 
be participating in 
a weekend team 
building camp at 
Licola in late April. 

Funding for the camp was graciously arranged 
through Berry Street who has been given the re-
sponsibility of distributing the final money from 
the VBFRF.

CAFS TANKERS
Another 38 firefighters have recently undergone 

training for the two CAFS Tankers that are sta-
tioned at Churchill and Traralgon South. The 
CAFS Tankers (Compressed Air Foam System 
Tankers) have been deployed to various incidents 
around Victoria during the fire season. Initially 
brought to the Valley to be used in coal mine fires, 

their effectiveness in other large industrial waste 
and peat fires is also being recognized. Travelling 
at 10km per hour they have the ability to lay out 
a carpet of foam 30 metres wide. In a bushfire 
situation they can cover an entire house with a 

layer of foam in 3 minutes – with the foam stay-
ing in place for around 3 hours. The down side of 
this is that the home owner will have to replace 
all drinking water once the water tank has been 
cleaned. 

LIGHTNING STRIKE STARTS FIRE AT 
OLD MILL SITE

During a recent electrical storm, lightning struck 
an old tree at the “Old Mill Site” causing a small 
bush fire. Due to the narrowness of the walking 
tracks the CFA crews who attended found it dif-
ficult to reach the fire with their tankers. The fol-

BOOLARRA’S BURNING ISSUES
BOOLARRA CFA NEWS

CFA members viewing the improvements that have been 
made by GDF Suez at the Hazelwood Open Cut.

The CFAs Tanker in operation at the 
recent Firmin’s Lane Fire.

The CFAs Tanker putting a foam blanket over scrub at a 
recent bush fire.

Fire fighters on a training exercise at 
the Old Mill Site.
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lowing week a familiarization training session 
was conducted where plans were formulated to 
access most areas of the Mill Site if another fire 
was to occur.

FIRE RESTRICTIONS ARE STILL ON
Although summer has passed, the bushland and 

some of the grassland around Boolarra is still very 
dry and would burn easily. The police and CFA 
have a “zero tolerance approach” to the lighting 
of fires and anyone who lights a fire without a 
Permit will be charged. Remember that by-laws 
prevent the lighting of any fires at any time within 
the township of Boolarra. 

CFA STALL AT FOLK FESTIVAL
We would like to thank all those who attended 

the Folk Festival and supported us by purchasing 
food from our BBQ stall. A dozen or so of our 
members gave of their valuable time to cook and 
sell snags and egg and bacon sandwiches at our 
stall. Early indications are that we should clear 
about $750 after expenses are deducted. 

Dave O’Brien.

Five new members pictured after com-
pleting their Minimum Skills Assess-

ments.

New members learning skills associat-
ed with their Minimum Skills training.

 

Located at the Churchill & District Community Hub  
9 - 11 Philip Pde, Churchill 

5122 2955  churchillnc@bigpond.com   www.churchill.org.au  

 Life Skills for Women 

 Creative Writing 
 Photo Editing 
 Digital Scrapbooking 

 Community Garden 
 Discussion Groups 

 Computers 
 Volunteering 

 Book Club 
 Men’s Shed 

 Tai Chi 
 Cooking 

 Patchwork  
 Quilting 

Life's most persistent 
and urgent question is, 

'What are you doing for 
others?

Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Yinnar, Yinnar South, Boolarra and 
Surrounds Food Network

The Yinnar, Yinnar South, Boolarra and Surrounds Food 
Network is a group of community minded residents with 
a vision to share home grown produce. Participants ar-
rive with their produce where it is all pooled together. 
All contributors are then able to take a bounty of goods 
home again with them. The swapping of food increases 
the variety for the families as well as at the same time 
reducing food wastage. Members of the group have also 
been able to make connections with one another for live 
poultry swaps and animal fodder and are able to source 
their needs on a more localised level. Food swapping is a 
growing national trend to regenerate communities via in-
clusiveness and support and provide a fair food system for 
all involved. The informal gatherings are an opportunity 
for families to meet and share knowledge of food produc-
tion whilst sharing their produce. The Food Network has 
so far been contacted by the Yinnar Community Garden, 
Churchill Neighbourhood house and Community Gar-
den, who are all keen to support the group. There will be 
a seed swapping gathering to be held at the Yinnar Com-
munity Garden over the winter time. The benefits for all 
who participate go much deeper than just the swapping 
of food; it increases the health, social and economic well-
being of all involved. There is a community page which 
may be found on Facebook at: https://m.facebook.com/
YYBFoodNetwork

Melissa Ferguson.

2. Tamarillo
This plant is a fast-growing tree 

that grows up to five metres. Peak 
production is reached after four 
years, and the life expectancy 
is about 12 years. The tree usu-
ally forms a single upright trunk 
with lateral branches. The flowers 
and fruits hang from the lateral 
branches. The leaves are large, 
simple and perennial and have a 
strong pungent smell. The flowers 
are pink-white forming clusters 
of 10 to 50 flowers. They produce 
one to six fruits per cluster. Plants 
can set fruit without cross-polli-
nation. The flowers are fragrant 
and attract insects. Cross-polli-
nation seems to improve fruit set. 
The roots are shallow and not very 
pronounced, therefore the plant 

is not tolerant to drought stress, and can be damaged by strong winds. Tamaril-
los will hybridize with many other ‘Solanaceae’, though the hybrid fruits will be 
sterile, and unpalatable in some instances. Fruit: the fruits are egg shaped and 
about four to 10 centimetres long. Their color varies from yellow and orange to 
red and almost purple. The plant pictured is in its second year of growth, and 
likes to grow in semi-shade best, avoiding extremes eg. Not full summer sun; 
and protected from frosts below –2 degrees.

1. Comfrey
Comfrey has long been recognized by 

both organic gardeners and herbalists for 
its great usefulness and versatility. It is a 
particularly valuable source of fertility to 
the organic gardener. It is however diffi-
cult to remove once established as it is very 
deep rooting. Any fragments left in the soil 
will regrow. Comfrey is generally trouble 
free once established, although weaker or 
stressed plants can suffer from comfrey rust 
or mildew. Comfrey is a fast-growing plant, 
producing huge amounts of leaf during the 
growing season. The plant shown here, in 
the corner of a veggie patch just happily 
‘takes care of itself ’, disappears over winter, 
then comes back impressively in spring/
summer. It is very deep rooted and acts as a 
dynamic accumulator, mining a host of nu-
trients from the soil. These are then made 
available through its leaves (up to 1.8–2.3 
kg per plant, per cut) which lacking fibres, 
quickly break down to a thick liquid. There 
are various ways in which comfrey can be 
used as a fertilizer. These include:
•	 Comfrey	as	a	compost	activator	–	in-

clude comfrey in the compost heap to add 
nitrogen and help to heat the heap. Comfrey 

should not be added in large quantities.
•	 Comfrey	 liquid	 fertilizer	 –	 can	 be	

produced by either rotting leaves down in 
rainwater for four to five weeks to produce a 
ready-to-use "comfrey tea". 
•	 Comfrey	as	a	mulch	or	side	dressing	

– a two-inch layer of comfrey leaves placed 
around a crop will slowly break down and 
release plant nutrients. It is especially useful 
for crops that need extra potassium, such as 
fruit bearers, but also reported to do well for 
potatoes. 
•	 Comfrey	 as	 a	 companion	 plant	 for	

trees and other perennials – soil tests con-
firm that soil nutrients increase in the pres-
ence of comfrey even when it is not used as 
mulch, side dressing, or liquid fertilizer, but 
just allowed to grow!

3. Sunflowers
Helianthus or sunflowers (from the Greek: Hēlios, "Sun" and An-

thos, "flower") are a genus of plants comprising about 70 species in 
the family Asteraceae. Except for three species in South America, 
all Helianthus species are native to North America. The common 
name, "sunflower," also applies to the popular annual species Heli-
anthus Annuus, the common sunflower. The rough and hairy stem 
is branched in the upper part in wild plants (as shown here – a 
plant raised from 
second generation 
seed) but is usu-
ally unbranched 
in domesticated 
cultivars. During 
growth, sunflowers 
tilt during the day 
to face the sun, but 
stop once they be-
gin blooming. This 
tracking of the sun 
in young sunflower 
heads is called ‘he-
liotropism’. By the 
time they are ma-
ture, sunflowers 
generally face east. 

Three easy-to-grow items for your garden
Research source: wikipedia.org
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7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra Vic 3870 
Ph: 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523 

em: rgp@jonshell.com.au

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE
Open: Monday to Friday - 9:00am to 12:00pm and 

12:45 to 5:00pm
Saturdays – 9:00am to 11:00am except long weekends when we will be closed.

Supplying all Australia Post Products including Express, International, and Registered mail, 
Stamps, Packaging etc. Photocopying & Fax Service. JP on site most days, appointments appreci-

ated to save you a wasted trip in.
Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals are 

also available. Travel Money and Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa 
Cards are also available here as well as the Travel Visa cards. 

Banking services are available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can help 
you do a Western Union Money Transfer. Electoral Roll Application forms are available here. And 

Senior Card applications are also available.
We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.

We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, not to mention the extra 
things like plants, the 5 cent box and produce when available to raise money for the Stompers.

 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you are enti-
tled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery.

 Happy Easter
Gwenda, Roger and Team.

On 7 December, we met for a Christmas 
lunch at the Churchill Hotel. All present 
enjoyed a delicious meal and the exchange 
of Kris Kringle gifts. A highlight of the 
day was the presentation of long service 
awards to four of our members. After 10 
years of service, a member receives a Long 
Service Medal with a red ribbon attached. 
For each additional 10 years service a ‘Bar’ 
is added on to the red ribbon.
Congratulations go to the following ladies 
for their dedication and service to the Aus-
tralian Red Cross:
Mrs Judy Webster - Long Service Medal 
(10 years’ service)
Mrs Tena Jones - 1st Bar to Long Service 
Medal (20 years’ service)
Mrs Gladys Hall - 2nd Bar to Long Service 
Medal (30 years’ service)
Mrs Gay Henry 2nd and 3rd Bar to Long 
Service Medal (40 years’ service)
Our first fundraiser for 2016 will be ‘Red 
Cross Calling’ in March. Collection tins 
are at various retail outlets in Boolarra, 

Yinnar, Mirboo North and Churchill. 
Please drop your small change in these 
tins. The Yinnar Scouts have been door-
knocking the towns of Boolarra and 
Yinnar ($482.00 Boolarra, $559.00 Yin-
nar). Each year we raise over $1,000 and 
a big “thank you” to all for your generous 
support. All money raised goes to support 
needy individuals and families in Aus-
tralia.
In your calendars mark Monday 2 May at 
2:00pm in the Multi-Purpose Building. 
Once again we will be hosting ’Bev’s Fash-
ions’ Mother’s Day Fashion Parade. Sum-
mer stock will be discounted and there 
will be a wide range of new fashions for 
the winter. A delightful afternoon tea and 
‘lucky door’ prizes are included in the cost 
of admission. 
There will also be a raffle with lots of gifts 
for the Mothers present to choose from. 
Admission $5.00.

Glenys Morgan,
Treasurer.

BOOLARRA FRIENDS OF THE

Boolarra 
Quilting Group Plus
The Boolarra Quilting Group Plus meets at 
the Multi Purpose Building on the second and 
fourth Monday of the month. It covers a range of 
different activities including quilting, sewing, silk 
dyeing, embroidery etc. We are a friendly group 
and would love some new members to join. 
Beginners will find lots of equipment and mate-
rial to use and some friendly advice and help. We 
are not experts but we enjoy what we do so come 
along and give it a try. Tea and coffee are provid-
ed and the only cost is $4 dollars each session.
Contact Linda on 5169 6702 or Denise on 5169 
6425 if you would like more information.

Linda Minter.

Close Shave Farm Incident - 
Get Well Bruce Hall 

On 3 March, a serious accident occurred at the beef farm 
of Bruce and Margaret Hall of Budgeree. Bruce and his son 
Alan were bringing a lively Hereford cross steer into the bail 
for treatment of a lingering Pink Eye ailment. It was, actual-
ly the last treatment, of the last case of a very long run of eye 
cases bought on by the dry weather. The animal moved too 
fast to be captured in the bail on the first try and it retreated 
to the small yard adjoining. There was a temporary-mov-
able gate in that pen which it got behind and then kicked 
upward in a cloud of dust and with massive explosive force 
straight into Bruce’s face, much faster than he was able to 
take any kind of evasive action in the confined space. Bruce 
then came down like a felled boxer, his head again colliding 
full force with the bottom of the gate behind him. It was up 
to Alan to extract him from the scene and get Paramedic 
help. Bruce was taken to Latrobe Regional Hospital, then 
to the Alfred Hospital for testing and scheduling of surgery 
for facial fractures. Eight days later, after many tests, scans, 
x-rays and physiotherapy it was decided - to the relief of 
everybody involved - not to operate. The injuries could 
heal naturally. Luckily he incurred no bleeding to the brain, 
whiplash or other spinal issues. He is now recovering and 
in good spirits, from a close shave. For this to happen to a 
farmer of so many years experience, it shows one can never 
be too careful, particularly with stock that is some way sick/
injured, or partly blinded by Pink Eye as in this case. This 
steer was actually from the quietest cow on the property.

Alan Hall

More creative efforts with textiles from the new 
‘Quilting Group Plus’. 
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We were pleased by the number of visitors to our 
museum on the day of the Boolarra Folk Festival. 
It is great to talk to former residents and people 
with local connections. This is how we extend 
our knowledge and understanding of the past. 
Thanks to President Robyn Thompson and mem-
bers for their work during the festivities.
Our program for 2016 got off to a brisk start with 

retired Morwell Post Master Lyle Hopkins who 
talked on the history of Gippsland mail services 
and explained the scale and intricacies of this 
work. Lyle comes from a long established Yin-
nar family. He began his postal career in the mid 
1950s and worked his way up at city and coun-
try post offices, large and small, to become Post 
Master of the Morwell district in the larger Sale 
district, that extended from Moe to the NSW 
border. 
He witnessed the change from pounds, shillings 

and pence to decimal currency, which was intro-
duced just 50 years ago (Lyle said the little PO 
in Dollar, South Gippsland, was overwhelmed 
that day); and the great split up of the Post Mas-
ter General’s Dept.( PMG) into Telecom (now 
Telstra) and Australia Post segments. This latter 
change meant workers had to acquire a commer-
cial consciousness and sales skills, not always easy 
for public servants. If you don’t like the Boolarra 

post code 3870 you can blame Lyle. He was given 
the great responsibility of giving all Gippsland 
towns their post codes; such was his vast knowl-
edge of the area. Lyle retired in1993 after 36 years 
of service.
Postal distribution and gathering now has been 

contracted out to drivers who spend the day de-
livering and picking up from the whole of central 
and eastern Gippsland. Previously the railway 
was the main distributer and from each station 
the local post office would keep mail for the town 
and outlying districts. These were delivered first 
on horseback and then later by general delivery 
trucks. In our Boolarra district the late Ted Hop-
kins performed that service for many years.
Lyle described the atmosphere in the small tiny 

post offices where people came to collect their 
mail daily and shop and exchange news and /or 
gossip. With the closing of railways, centraliza-
tion of services and the advent of more modern 
technology, these small social hubs began to 
close. This often meant the end of businesses and 
other services in the town. A great loss for coun-
try folk! We in Boolarra are most fortunate to 
have a thriving Post Office with an efficient road-
side postal delivery. Through Lyle’s talk we now 
have a greater understanding of the complexities 
and responsibilities of maintaining postal servic-

es. Long may they continue!
Our focus for the next few meetings will be on 

forests, fires and the timber industry, which was 
the major industry in Boolarra until dairying 
grew. Later this month we will host a meeting of 
the Latrobe History Group that includes histori-
cal societies of the Latrobe and Central Gipps-
land area.
We look forward to an interesting year.

The Boolarra Historical Museum is open on the 
1st Sunday of each month from 2:00-4:00 pm, or 
by appointment with the Secretary, Mengar Hib-
bins (5169 6216). The Boolarra and District His-
torical Society meets at the Boolarra Museum on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30pm. New 
members are always welcome, and information 
on our activities can be obtained from Mengar 
Hibbins (5169 6216), Judy Webster (5169 6351) 
or Beth Price (5169 6241).

BOOLARRA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS

Boolarra Post Office  
Natters

It seems like yesterday that we were all gearing 
up for Christmas and we are already charging 
through the New Year. It will be over before we 
know it. It is March already. 
The children have been back at school for over a 

month. The new ones have settled in 
well and really enjoying being a school kid fi-

nally.
The Folk Festival has come and gone and once 

again brought the crowds into 
Boolarra to peruse the market stalls and enjoy 

food and music. It’s always a great day whether 
it’s wet or dry but especially lovely on the sunny 
days. Love it. Wasn’t it great to have a follow-on 
on the Sunday at The Old Pub. Hope there’s more 
of that.
The Railway Park is looking fantastic at the mo-

ment. We had a wedding there recently.
Well, not the ceremony, but photos were taken 

in the park. I’m surprised that more people aren’t 
using it for weddings etc. It’s a perfect place for 
such events and lovely for us to watch. The leaves 
on the trees are starting to change colour and it 
will look a picture then. I keep saying it, but I 
think this park is one of the loveliest around. The 
playground has also made a huge difference. The 
young and the old alike love it and it’s not unu-

sual to see older adults having a play as well. It’s 
a shame that the shade sails have been left out 
while the hot sun beats down on the littlies pre-
cious skin while they are on the equipment. They 
need the protection, especially during the hotter 
months.
Moving along our street a bit you will find that 

there has been a new section of fencing done at 
the Primary School. It will be nice when it’s fin-
ished, making a safe play and sports area for the 
children. 
There are new people in town and some others 

have moved on to other areas. I think change is 
good. New ideas can keep things interesting in a 
small town like ours, and we need that.
We have seen the sign outside the Boolarra Ho-

tel advising that the Kitchen will soon be up and 
running and meals will again be available in the 
bistro. That will be good.
While we’re on meals, there’s a whisper that when 

the footy starts up again, there will be meals on 
a Thursday night with a choice this time. We will 
wait and see what eventuates.
This is at the social rooms at the Rec Reserve. 

That can only be great for the club. 
That will be all from The Post Office for this edi-

tion. 
Have a safe and Holy Easter.
Don’t eat too much chocolate all at once.

Gwenda and Roger.

Poached tamarillos in 
honey and vanilla syrup

Ingredients
8 red tamarillos
1 vanilla pod
1 cup (220g) caster sugar
1 cup (250ml) water
2 tablespoons honey
4 light ice cream slices

Method
Step 1 
Cut a cross in each tamarillo. Blanch in boiling 

water for 30 secs then refresh in cold water. Peel 
the skins and slice into 1cm rounds.
Step 2 
Halve vanilla pod and scrape seeds into a sauce-

pan. Add pod, sugar, water and honey. Stir over 
low heat, without boiling, until sugar has dis-
solved. Increase heat and simmer uncovered, for 
5 minutes. Add tamarillo slices and simmer for 2 
minutes. Allow to cool in syrup.
Step 3 
Serve fruit and syrup over ice cream.
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Season 2015-2016 is coming to a close and what a 
great year we have had both on and off the green. 
Our new Division 6 team had mixed results on 
the green, but a lot of fun was had by all who 
participated. Lots of funny stories that will get 
better over the year, I am sure. Thank you to all 
concerned. The Boolarra Bowls Club is looking 
forward to a bright future with our young and 
energetic new members.
Division 4 has had a very good season being on 
top of the ladder most of the year. At the time 
of writing this article we are practising for the 
Grand Final on Folk Festival day. This game was 
held at the Yallourn Bowling Club against Mor-
well Rec Bowling Club and by the end of the 
day Division 4 Boolarra team came up trumps 

and took the championship. 
Morwell Rec Bowling Club 
gave us a bit of a touch up 

in the first semi-final with only one rink 
winning. But having a second chance, we 
came up against Neerim District Bowls 
Club again vowing not to have a repeat of 
two weeks ago - ‘Go Dees’. Some of our club 
games have finished, with Club champion 
being Russ Peters. Champion pairs are Stan 
Williams and Russ Peters. Russ Peters also 

won the Greenkeepers’ singles championships for 
season 2015.
A big thank you to all our volunteers around our 
club, the greenkeepers, bar managers, afternoon 
tea ladies and men, and grounds people. The list 
is long.
Thank you also to our sponsors, Strzelecki 
Plumbing, Willy's Bobcat Hire, J. Smith Motors, 
Matt Clough, Boolarra Farms, Bendigo Bank, 
Yinnar Hotel and Yinnar Fuel and Farm Supplies.
2016 is the year when we have a new competition 
at Boolarra Bowls Club. It is the ‘young and en-
thusiastic’ under 60’s versus ‘the rat cunning’ over 
60’s shield. This was played on 14 March (Labour 
Day). The day began with a BBQ at 12:30pm, fol-
lowed by what shaped up to be a very entertain-
ing game from about 1:30pm.

Above and left: The crucial 4 extra ends 
played by Boolarra

against Neerim South in the Divsion 4 Semi-
Final.

Boolarra won and went on and played Mor-
well in the final.

Greenkeepers’ award winner Russ Peters.

Evan Williams (who made & donated trophy)
presenting the winning team rep. Graeme Colby

with the trophy. It was the inaugral match of
The Young & Enthusiastic Under 60s v The Rat 

Cunning
Over 60s. The Over 60s coming up trumps.

 Boolarra Bowls and Recreation Club
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It’s that time of year again. Boolarra Netball 
girls have been training since early February. The 
Coaches and Teams have been selected and are 
all ready for the beginning of the season.
We will have the four senior Grades again this 
year which is a great achievement in our small 
town. Thanks to all the girls that travel to Bool-
arra from surrounding towns. We love having 
you here and appreciate your commitment and 
support in making the club a great place to be. 
A Grade coached by Rebecca Crick and assisted 
by Carrie McGlade, 
B Grade coached by Monique Beamish and as-
sisted by Carrie McGlade,
C Grade coached by Jess Middlemiss
D Grade coached by Ann Reiske and assisted by 
Carmen Hetet,
17 & Under Coached by Monique Beamish and 
assisted by Amy Jenkins
15 & Under Coached by Michelle Moore

The Mid Gippsland Season will start on the 9 
April this year and our first game will be at home 
against Thorpdale.

The current committee is the same 
as last year, President Ann Reiske, 
Joint Secretaries Jess Middlemiss 
and Cassie Hill, and Treasurer Faye 
Taylor. Many thanks to the dedica-
tion of these girls who keep our 
club running smoothly. We are very 
fortunate to have many other help-

ers around the club to share the load of the many 
small tasks that are required to be done each 
week to get the games on the court.
If you want to play netball or be involved in the 
Boolarra Football Netball Club, please call Ann 
Reiske on 0427696451 or Jackie McGlade on 
0448318314. Thank you.

Junior Netball at Boolarra (CINA)
We are encouraged so see lots of girls coming 
to Junior training. The junior netballers play in 
Churchill on a Saturday morning with their first 
game being on 16 April.
Our Junior Team Coaches are: 
13 & Under - Gabrielle Francis
11 & Under – Ruth Heislers 
Net Set Go – Jackie McGlade, Meg Francis and 
lots of parent helpers.
There may be an opportunity for a 9 & Under 
team this year, so hopefully we can find some 
extra players to field a team and a willing parent 
to coach.

Boolarra Football and Netball Club have two new 
recruits for 2016.

The players and supporters will have two new 
recruits in the club room kitchen on Thursday 
nights over the winter training season. Ann and 
Greg Carter from Boolarra, have been involved 
with many sporting clubs and social events.
Ann has been in the hospitality industry for 
several years and her catering experience will 
provide some interesting food varieties that will 
change each week. The hearty plate size that the 
players enjoy after training will still be retained.
Which football team does Ann support these 
days? Her brother played for the Melbourne firsts 
when the league was VFL, so the Demons in 
Boolarra are looking good for two more support-
ers. Greg also played field hockey for MCC in the 
blue and red colours.
Once the season is underway and the kitchen 
team are settled in, anyone from town looking for 
a great local meal and chat on Thursday nights 
are very welcome at the club rooms starting from 
6:30 pm. 
Many thanks to all Club members who helped 
out on the BBQ at the Folk Festival.
It’s great that people are willing to give up some 
of their leisure time to assist the club at these type 
of functions. Once again many thanks.

Boolarra 
Netball Club 
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BOOLARRA PONY CLUB

Our annual Gymkhana got off to a great start on 
Sunday, 7 February and the event attracted in ex-
cess of 400 people. None of this would be possible 
without the generous support from sponsorship 
and a Community Events grant from Latrobe 
City. 
The Boolarra Pony Club would like to thank 

their valuable sponsors :
Latrobe City, Mirboo North & District Commu-

nity Bank (Bendigo Bank), FJ Metal & Fabrica-
tions, Ken Graeme Motors, Boolarra Post Office, 
Morwell Bowling Club, JW & HL O’Connor cart-
age contractors, Moe Veterinary Centre, Richard 

Horseman lawyers, Stockil Veterinary group, 
Boolarra Fish Farm, Zaniti Hair studio Church-
ill, Yinnar Farm & Hardware, Freemantle stock 
feeds Pty Ltd, Dale Williamson rugs, D & T Fenc-
ing Contractors, Horseland Traralgon, A & S 
Auto Repairs Mirboo North, Tarwin Veterinary 
group, Strzelecki Engineering Pty Ltd, Shaky 
Spear Takeaway, Fitzard Photography, Mirboo 
North Hardware, Jack Scott & Sons P/L, Angela 
Lea Equine Body Therapist, Progressive Tree Fell-
ing Services (Aust) Pty Ltd. 
We have now managed to build a large storage 

shed at the Boolarra Equestrian facility. Again 
this would not be possible without the generous 
support of the local community during many 
years of fund raising, along with a minor capital 
grant from Latrobe City. 

Gary Mills,
President Boolarra Pony Club.

Gymkhana 2016

Storage shed constructed at the 
Boolarra Equestrian Centre

Boolarra Trail 
Blazers
Our walking group is going 
well. Some very enthusias-
tic folk kept walking over 
January, even when I was 
loafing and fishing in Torquay. This February, 
we are continuing to walk well but staying on 
the oval. As the weather cools we will do some 
more walks in the bush and visit some nation-
al parks further afield. It’s fun. You get fit and 
socialise with fantastic folk. So if you would 
enjoy all this, meet us at the Boolarra Football 
Oval at 9:00am on Thursdays or give John a 
ring on 5169 6494.

John Lubawski,
5169 6494.

The ultimate measure of a man is not 
where he stands in moments of com-
fort and convenience, but where he 
stands at times of challenge and con-

troversy.
  

Martin Luther King Jr.
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Boolarra Football 
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The Boolarra Football Netball Club would 
like to thank their valuable sponsors for 

Season 2015 and ask that you get behind these busi-
nesses as they support our community Club. 

Morwell Club, Prorent, Tony Antonelli Accounting, Lincon Hire & 
Services, Boolarra Pub, Anish Parekh The Good Guys, Mirboo North 
and District Community Bank, Boolarra Fish Farm, Gibson Ground-
spread, Latrobe City, Owen Transport, Yinnar Community Hotel, 
Boolarra Post Office, Boolarra Store, Trafalgar Mens and Boyswear, 
Jim’s Building Inspections, Tradeweld, Valley Trophy Centre, Sorop-
timist International, J Smith Motors, Monacellars Wine and Spirits, 
Palms Apartments, Gippsland Solar, Prosper Valley Excavations, Cer-
vis Equipment, Riviera Display Kitchens, Mirboo North Golf Club, 
Kennedy Haulage / Driffield Quarries, Prosper Valley Gravel, Out of 
Dough, Willaton Transport, BJ Bennett & Co Real Estate, Bensons 
Timber and Hardware, Devtree Pty Ltd, Pizza Boys Morwell, Latrobe 
Valley Funeral Services, Bellebanne, Gatts Panel Works, Willys Bob-

cat Hire, Norm Oliver Butchers, GM Conveyancing, Young 
Signs, Latrobe Eyecare, Samantha Brick Health and 

Massage, Russell Northe, McDonalds, Morwell 
Tenpins, Future Flicks, Alfresh 2 Go. 

Welcome everybody to Season 2016 of the Bool-
arra Football Netball Club. We wish everyone 
a great season with lots of fun and success. We 
would like to welcome all new players, sponsors 
and supporters to our club and hope they enjoy 
their time with us. Boolarra Football Netball 
Club would love to see new members of the com-
munity and surrounding areas so come along 
and support our club.
Boolarra Football Netball Club held its Annual 
General Meeting at the Social Rooms on 28 Oc-
tober 2015. The following committee was elected 
for Season 2015: President – Russell McGlade, Vice President: Simon Buglisi, Secretary – John 

Cargill, Treasurer – Paul Dodds and General 
Committee – Darren Napier, Peter Rennie, Kate 
Duxbury, Cathleen Dodds, Lyn Smith, Keith 
Holmes, Neville Gilpin, Jody O’Kane, Anne Re-
iske, Faye Taylor, Jackie McGlade.
The club has appointed a new Senior Coach for 
season 2016 in Shane Paynter. Shane over the last 
three years has been a reserves/assistant senior 
coach with Monash Blues in 
Victorian Amateur Football 
Association and before that 
has had coaching roles with 
Trafalgar, Thorpdale and 
the Mid Gippsland Football 
League Under 18's representa-
tive squad. Local lad, James 
Kelly, has been appointed as 
Reserves Coach of the club 
for this season. James has had 
coaching experience with the 
Monash Gippsland University 
teams as well as Senior playing 
experience with Boolarra and 

other local teams. 
James Holmes has 
been reappointed as 
Thirds coach for this 
season even though 
he is currently playing and working 
in Darwin on the off season. James is 
currently playing for the Palmerston 
Magpies in NTFL. Thomas Beamish 
has been appointed as AssistantCoach 
to help James for the 2016 season. An 
intra club practise match was held 
at the club on 27 February and was 
well attended by all. The club plays 
Nilma Darnum on Saturday 19 March 
in all grades of football. Training is 
back into full swing on Tuesday and 
Thursday nights at the club with meals 
back on Thursday nights after train-
ing, to which all in the community are 

welcome to attend. The official Mid Gippsland 
season gets underway on 9 April when Boolarra 
play Thorpdale at home. 
The committee of the club would like to thank 
all the helpers who assisted at the 2016 Boolarra 
Folk Festival at the BBQ which is a really great 
fundraiser for the club. The club is also seek-
ing helpers for the canteen this season and also 
trainers to help out on training and match days 

at the club. All members of the community are 
welcome at the club as training is now on Tues-
day and Thursday nights and the social rooms 
are open with meals being served on a Thursday 
night and Saturday nights after home matches.
The draw for the first half of the MGFL season is 
Round 1 Thorpdale (home), Round 2 Hill End 
(away), Round 3 Morwell East (home), Round 
4 Yarragon (Trafalgar), Round 5 Newborough 
(home), Round 6 Yallourn North (away).

Boolarra FNC Hoodies.

Boolarra Senior Player 
Daniel Brick taking a 

solid chest mark.

Boolarra Senior Player Eddie Stanton 
firing out a handball.

Boolarra FNC Polo Shirts.


