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Cars from all over Australia passed through Boolarra as part of the National One and 
Two Cylinder Car Rally. The Rally was based near Traralgon and each day did an outing 
to a location in Gippsland. On 5 April the cars travelled from Kernot Hall to Baromi Park 
in Mirboo North. Many of the cars found the route quite challenging and had to stop 
and rest in Boolarra before tackling the big hills. Julian and Jane McNeil from Adelaide 
stopped in their 1907 French Darac. French cars were very popular in Australia between 
1900 and 1910. Julian was keen to have a look around Boolarra as his mother had grown 
up here. The Doherty’s had a farm outside of town.

National Rally

‘Where the Fairies Play’... 
An array of fungi - Budgeree and Morwell River 
Falls Reserve - bought on by unusually warm and 
moist autumn weather. 
Pictures by Alan Hall and Catheryn Thompson.

Note: these toadstools are not edible- see recipe page 
six ‘Spiced Lentil and Mushroom Soup’ for safe-eating 
field mushroom recipe and picture!
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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 
Committee unless acknowledged as 

such. 

No endorsement of products or services 
is implied by the listing of advertisers or 

sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the Committee 

takes no responsibility for errors.

THE BOOLARRA LINK 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Committee members are:
Luke Potter - President - Ph: 0418 530 682
Helen Seales - Treasurer 
Alan Hall - Secretary
Helen Seales - Advertising Officer
Sylvia Sauppe -Editor - Ph: 5169 6321
Alan Hall - Sub-editor
Alan Hall - Proof reading
Dave Holt - Proof reading
Roz Carstairs - Proof reading
Tammy Richards - Photographer Ph: 5169 6328

Feedback, articles, photos and correspondence 
can be provided via email to 

BoolarraLink@hotmail.com or by letter 
addressed to The Boolarra Link and dropped 

off with Gwenda or Roger at the 
Boolarra Post Office. 

Website: thelink.boolarra.vic.au

BOOLARRA LINK ADvERTISINg

Advertisements are in blocks of 8cm WIDE 
x 10cm HIGH

Blocks can be arranged side by side 
or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks - $28.00

Additional blocks $28.00

BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance.

Charlie Calls it Quits at 91
Charlie Roy was awarded Life Membership to the Budgeree 
Hall Reserve Committee on 28 April. 
The award was presented by Councillor Darrell White in front 
of 25 community members and family. Charlie started on the 
Committee in 1946, aged 21. He attended a meeting to make 
up numbers only to leave at the end of the meeting as Sec-
retary. Being 21 Charlie had little idea of what was expected 
from the Secretary role but luckily for him the herd tester at 
the time was also the auditor for public halls and was able to 
steer Charlie in the right direction. 
Over the following 70 years Charlie has held many positions 
on the Committee and contributed significantly to the Hall 
and Budgeree community. Together with his wife Nat, they 
have been a constant driving force of the social events of Budgeree and continue to turn up to every 
event. When asked how he felt about life membership Charlie said, “It was a bit of a thrill”. Charlie 
has many good memories of the Hall especially the night he announced his engagement at the Boxing 
Day dance. Charlie has never seen the various roles he has taken on as work, he has just really enjoyed 
the social interactions that go with volunteering your time in a small community.

Budgeree Hall Current Committee with Cr Darrell White. Absent Bruce Hall and Helen Seales.
Back row: Nat Roy, Edgar Owen, Alister Hall, Gladys Hall, Edith Owen, Cr Darrell White.

Front: Charlie Roy, Leanne Potter, Jean Beamish.

Cr Darrell White presenting Charlie Life Member-
ship.

The Roy family. Back row: Nat Roy, Julia Bickerton Allen, Marjorie Ridenour. 
Front: Josh Allen, Charlie Roy, Olivia Allen.
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Boolarra Open Gardens 2016
 

Sunday November 6, 10:00am-4:30pm
 
Once again the Boolarra Open Gardens will be held. I would like to 
thank all the garden owners who opened their gardens in the past as 
the days have been a great success. So this can go ahead I need gar-
dens. If you are interested and think you would like to open, please 
feel free to contact me on 5169 6516 for more information. I hope 
that we can get enough gardens to make the day a success as over the 
years many community groups have benefited from the proceeds. I 
need at least six gardens for the day to go ahead. The plant sale will be 
held again this year and will be held in the park. 

Jill Simmonds,
Coordinator Boolarra Open Gardens.

1st YINNAR SCOUTS
Presents our

3rd ANNUAL
TRIVIA NIGHT

Friday 15th JULY 2016

7:00pm Start

YINNAR HOTEL BISTRO
$10 per person 

BYO nibbles only
DRINKS at bar prices

To reserve a seat and a meal call the 
Yinnar Pub on 5163 1263

LIVE MUSIC                    GAMES and PRIZES 

GENEROUS UTE LOAD 
UNSPLIT BUT MOSTLY

‘READY TO BURN’ SIZE PIECES

********
ORDERS/ENQUIRIES 

51691573
********

NOTE: This is legally sourced, fallen timber from our own 
property– (not STATE FOREST or similar)!

FAST, FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

-PHONE ALAN-

  -Fantastic Firewood -

-- $75.00 --

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Boolarra Trail 
Blazers
We have had a great year so far, 
really good weather and good 
opportunities to be outside 
(but if it rains we have options). 
We have had several bush walks and hope to go 
a little further afield soon. Both Moe and Traral-
gon have been suggested. We are a great group, 
so if you enjoy getting fit, chatting and making 
new friends (not to mention fabulous morning 
teas) join us at 9:00am at the Boolarra Football 
Grounds. Enquiries: John Lubawski, 5169 6494.

John Lubawski,
5169 6494.
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The Boolarra South Landcare Group has been continuing to work on a 
number of local projects. Thanks to our one ‘Work for the Dole’ participant 
and students from Federation Training, the maintenance at the Old Mill 
Site is getting done. The tracks have had quite a lot of attention with drain-
ing and filling. Some tracks that had not been finished are now complete 
and fallen trees have been removed. DWELP still have plans to remove 
many trees they deem likely to fall over tracks and have marked the ones 
to come out. This is scheduled for spring and we have asked that the trees 
they take out be made available to the community for firewood. We are also 
waiting for burning to be done near Corky’s Track as the preparation has 
been done in readiness for this.
Planning is continuing for our Endangered Species Grant and areas to have 
trees planted have been identified. Some of these are on private property 
and some on public land. We will do some planting on National Tree Day 
and invite the school children to participate. We are also planning a series 
of workshops and demonstrations on issues we hope will be of interest and 
benefit to the community.
The ‘bush dunny’ for the Falls Reserve is taking shape but it is a wet-day 
project and so still has a bit to be done. We decided to try and stop pollu-
tion in the river when campers use the bank as their toilet. Primrose Park, 
Apex Park and other areas along the upper Morwell River were popular 
over summer and the Falls also received plenty of visitors. Latrobe City has 
put a nice blue sign on the corner of Morwell River Road to direct the tour-
ists to the Falls, which is good.
We would like more members and Membership Forms are available at the 
Post Office, so it is very easy to join. We did gain some members at the Folk 
Festival when our trailer was in its usual prominent spot and many people 
took advantage of the information brochures and asked questions about 
weed and pest control. We will address some of the issues they raised in our 
future workshops and demonstrations, so keep an eye out for information 
about these.

Denise Schiller,
Publicity Officer.

Boolarra South 
Landcare Group

The bush dunny in 
progress. 

Terry and Tamara with Mick and Malcolm unloading 
some timber for future projects.

Keeping warm at a recent upper 
Morwell River working bee.
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Grand Ridge
Computer Services
* New & Custom Built Systems

* Malware & Virus Removal
* Software Sales & Installation

* Advice & Assistance
* Upgrades & Configuration

* System Maintenance
* Notebooks & Netbooks

* Parts & Peripherals
* Printer Consumables

Ph: 5169 6473
Mob: 0429 696 473
grcs@internode.on.net

P O Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

CHURCHILL HOT BREAD
For ALL your

BREAD & PASTRY
requirements

HOT PIES
Take-away Cappucino

& Lattes
Now available

CATERING AVAILABLE
Monday to Friday - 7am - 5:30pm
Saturday & Sunday - 7am - 2pm

5122 3255

Local residents have taken the initiative to facilitate the purchase of the Bool-
arra Club Hotel by members of the local community. The purchase includes 
the Freehold, Liquor Licence and assets of the Hotel, which is situated on over 
six acres. 
The business plan is to return the Hotel to a family friendly venue where com-
munity members, local groups and visitors can be provided with reasonably 
priced meals and drinks in a friendly environment and while doing so, provide 
training and employment opportunities that will bring social and economic 
benefit to the Boolarra Community. As this is a local project, we have a desire 
to utilise local employment and trade services where possible.
As at 31 May we had received in excess of 130 ‘Expressions of Interest’ from 
locals to be involved in this community project. 143 people participated in 12 
Information Sessions where the business and operating structures, plans to 
hire staff and to revitalise the Hotel in general were outlined.
The community support has been overwhelming and as we have the prospect 
to fully fund the project from community investment alone, we are inviting 
patronage from those who may not have been aware of the opportunity to date. 
If we have been unsuccessful in notifying you of your opportunity to share in 
the community ownership of the Hotel and you would like to be part of this 
venture, please contact us as soon as possible. 
You can register your interest by providing your name and contact details via 
e-mail to boolarracommunityhotel@gmail.com or sending details by post to 
Boolarra Community Hotel Pty Ltd, C/- Boolarra Post Office, 3870. 
As we progress to the formal take over date we are now commencing an 
employment process and therefore seek applications for the following initial 
positions:
•	 General	Manager
•	 Assistant	Manager
•	 Chef
If you believe you have what it takes to be a part of this exciting opportunity 
and the drive to achieve, your application should include a resume, detailing 
relevant experience and capabilities.
Please send to boolarracommunityhotel@gmail.com or alternatively you may 
post to Boolarra Community Hotel P/L, C/- Boolarra Post Office, 3870.

First bend in the river below the Falls, 
Morwell River.

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com
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Knitting Yarns by Mail
Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au

Your one stop shop for the very best yarns,
knitting patterns, needles & accessories

Dolls wigging & mohair for Santas & craft

FREE catalogue now available
Yarns include silk, cotton, bamboo, wool, mohair,

alpaca, cashmere & sock yarns from leading brands -
Patons, Cleckheaton, Panda, Noro, 
Debbie Bliss, Heirloom, Eki Riva, 
Lana Gatto, Shepherd, Jo Sharp

plus our own exclusive range of hand dyed mohair yarn

114 Fox & Fanckes Rd, Boolarra Sth 3870
Open by appointment only

Online orders delivered free to Boolarra street addresses

stokesay@bigpond.com 
Ph. Alison - 0408 992 927

Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water. We 

specialise in premium quality
systems, backed up by old-fashioned

Customer Service.

LocaL company, based in 
mirboo north

Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add value to your home
•	 Save $$$ by feeding power into the grid
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
call andy now for a Free in-home quotation

phone: 0405 139 169
andrew@gippslandsolar.com.au
www.gippslandsolar.com.au

✴Solar Power ✴ Solar Hot Water

Barry William Lamb
 1947-2016
Barry William Lamb passed 
away 12 May, 2016, aged 69 
years. He was the younger son 
of Jim and Beryl. Barry lived 
in the home he grew up in, 
which his parents had pur-
chased in the early 1960’s.
He attended Boolarra Primary 
School and Mirboo North 
High School. It was during 
his school years he developed 
a passion for horses. Barry 
rode ponies for the late Mr Bill 
Robbins, who dealt in buying 
and selling horses.
After leaving school he worked 
many labouring jobs including 
on local farms. Barry moved 

onto drive heavy machinery, working on the Thomson Dam con-
struction, Morwell River Diversion and operating D10 bulldozers in 
the Yallourn Open Cut.
His interest was always horses which included shoeing, helping 
people with horses that presented with problems and he enjoyed 
offering adivce to young riders. Horse sales were always a great day 
out for him, where he met other horse enthusiasts, the auctioneers 
and stock agents. A testament to this was the large number of people 
who attended his graveside service at the Boolarra Cemetery. They 
would have included extended family members, those that knew him 
through his involvemnt with horses, work place friends, local people 
that he grew up with and those he came in contact with day to day.
Although losing his lower leg and suffering ill health in his later 
years, this did not stop him riding his horse, working as a farrier or 
helping a friend.
He will also be remembered for his sense of humour and his way 
with words.

Barry is survived by his three sons Darren, Clinton, Damien 
and Grandson Ryan.

Spiced Lentil and 
Mushroom Soup
Ingredients:
3 x 400gm cans of green or brown 
lentils
1 x 400gm can of tomatoes and herbs
300gm fresh field mushrooms, 
chopped
2 tbsp olive oil 
1 red onion, chopped
2 cloves garlic, finely chopped or 
crushed
2 celery stalks, chopped
1 tbsp medium curry powder
1 litre vegetable stock
1 cup water
2 red capsicums, chopped
2 small eggplants, chopped
Black pepper and fresh chopped 
parsley to garnish

Method:
Heat oil in large saucepan over high 
heat. Add onion, garlic and celery. 
Cook stirring occasionally for 5 min. 
Add curry powder, cook for 2 min 
until fragrant. 
Add tomato, stock, water and lentils. 
Cover, bring to the boil, reduce heat 
and simmer for 45 min. 
Add capsicum, eggplant and mush-
rooms. Simmer covered for another 
40 min. until vegetables are tender. 
Serve hot with black pepper and pars-
ley topping.

Edible field mushies from Budgeree.

My Horse’s Feet are as swift
as rolling thunder

He carries me away from
all my fears

And when the world threatens
to fall asunder

His mane is there 
to wipe my tears

Bonnie Lewis
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My mother was born on the 3 November, 1921 
in Narvik, a busy little trading town on the coast 
of Norway. Her father was a businessman based 
there. When Inge and her brother were still very 
little, their father needed to go on some errands. 
He tied the two babies on to the sled and towed 
them through the snow into town and back. 
When he got home, he was horrified to see the 
sled was empty! He raced back over his route 
and found them lying, unharmed in a snowdrift 
in the forest. We are all quite thankful the babies 
were not eaten by wolves as they lay in the snow 
waiting to be rescued!
Inge and her two siblings had an idyllic child-
hood in Lübeck, a beautiful old city in northern 
Germany. The children spent many happy hours 
playing with a horde of cousins on a large plot of 
land outside the city. The parents worked in the 
orchard and vegie patch while the children ran 
wild and got filthy. For afternoon tea they had to 
sit quietly at the table and pretend to be civi-
lised while being terribly polite to the aunts and 
uncles. It was during these years that Inge de-
veloped her kindness, sense of personal dignity 
and unfailing courtesy, which became life-long 
attributes of her personality. 

War and all its attendant chaos broke out 
when Inge was 17. She joined the RAD, 

which was a German version of the Women’s 
Land Army. When asked where she wanted 
to be stationed she replied, “As far away from 

Lübeck as possible” so she was sent to an ob-
scure village at the furthest end of Austria. She 
must have shown some leadership ability be-
cause she was eventually trained and placed in 
charge of a Land Army camp of about 50 girls 
and young women. 
At the end of the war, with the Russian army 
only days away, the camp was disbanded and 
the girls told to go home. That was easier said 
than done. Inge rode off on her bicycle with 
one of her girls sitting on the back and a big 
wheel of cheese on the front. The journey home 
took three weeks of courage, stubbornness and 
absolute determination. They walked, pushing 
their belongings in an abandoned wheelbarrow, 
hitched lifts, rode in trains and outside trains, 
talked, cajoled and demanded to be taken. Inge 
arrived home to find her beloved Lübeck in 
ruins and her family mourning the loss of her 
favourite young cousin but at least the war was 
over and they were safe in the British zone.
Inge married a fine young man, Wilhelm Jock-
erst, in May 1949. He had spent a year manag-
ing a banana plantation in Africa before the war 
and was determined to become a landowner 
so they decided to migrate to Australia where 
there was much more opportunity for energetic 
young people with no resources. The thought of 
going to the other side of the world, to a strange 
culture and another language must have been 
daunting but the excitement of travel, new sights 
and opportunities was far greater. Initially Wil-
helm worked for a large engineering company 
building hydroelectric dams in Queensland and 
Tasmania so the family moved house quite often 
and the children were all born in different states. 
Inge and Wilhelm had four children – Hartwig, 
Wolf, Holger and Almuth. Sadly, Hartwig died 
in a tragic accident as a little boy.
In 1960 the family moved on to a bush block 
near Boolarra. The house was very basic with 
no electricity, telephone, heating or cooling and 
the toilet was an outdoor thunderbox. Inge was 
ecstatic because it was the first time she had her 
own home, she could see wildlife in the bush 
and could start her own garden with a few very 
tough dahlias. Turning the bush block into 

a working farm was an enormous job which 
Inge, the girl from the city took on with gusto. 
She could feed calves, milk cows and shovel ma-
nure as well as any other farmer. 
Wilhelm passed away in 1973 and some years 
later Inge met Jack Bissell. Together, they de-
cided to conquer the world! Inge taught Jack 
German, other friends joined in the class until it 
became a weekly lesson with grammar exercises 
and homework! Inge and Jack built a new house, 
established a magnificent garden, went to con-
certs, spoilt their grandchildren thoroughly and 
travelled the world, seeing Israel, Turkey, Scan-
dinavia and Canada. Inge also became involved 
in community life in Boolarra, joining the Red 
Cross, Book Club, Garden Club and the Cem-
etery Trust.
The grandchildren were growing up and Inge 
had a wonderful time giving each individual 
child a few hours of special time every week. 
I’ll never forget walking over for afternoon tea 
and searching for Grandma and grandchild. I 
couldn’t see them but could quite clearly hear 
old and young voices coming from the very top 
of the tallest tree in the garden. 
As Inge aged, her life took on a different flavour 
but she never lost her sense of independence. We 
went to Cairns for a holiday and decided to take 
the tourist train to Kuranda. There were steep 
steps into the train carriage. I stood back know-
ing that assistance was not welcome. Tourists 
gasped in horror as she flung her walking stick 
into the carriage and firmly grasped the hand-
rails. Two young men leant down to help her up. 
“No!” she said, “Leave me alone!” and climbed 
slowly but surely. Nobody breathed. At the top, 
she gathered herself together and proceeded to 
walk down the aisle. The walking stick kept pace, 
being handed from one tourist to another. She 
sat down at the end seat, someone handed her 
the walking stick and everyone breathed a col-
lective sigh of relief. 
In the words of Jack McGlade after a cemetery 
trust meeting, “That Inge Bissell, she might only 
be a little lady but she sure packs a punch!”

Almuth Jockerst.

Inge Bissell 1921-2016 

Acknowledgement: page 
nine of previous Link, 
the Massey Ferguson 
Tractor Club at Railway 
Park image was 
provided by 
Catheryn Thompson .
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We help people across Gippsland design 
and build their own websites. We can 
help you build, or we can build a website 
completely for you. 

Global experience, local people. 
Reasonable rates.

Web Design

Contact Luke now

0418 530 682

luke@charlie-mac.com
web.charlie-mac.com

Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
 

Rob Franssen & Dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

If No Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal

Flowers perfect for every occasion
We deliver beautiful fresh flowers to all areas of the 

Latrobe Valley and beyond. 

We also carry a range of giftware including: 
Scarves, Plants, Jewellery, Organic 
Raw Chocolates, Bags, Vases, 
Greeting Cards and more.

Call Lynn on Ph: 51353778
www.flowersinthevalley.com.au
email: lynn@flowersinthevalley.com.au
186 Commercial Road, Morwell
(At Manny's Market entrance)

In April, the Boolarra Community Against Do-
mestic Violence launched their public awareness 
program to the community. Two guest speakers, 
Sarah Corbell from Gippsland Women’s Health 
and Angela Chittem, gave us an insight into the 
nature of the issue and strategies and services 
available to combat it. 
There was also a brief introduction from several 
other service providers (Steve Tong, Latrobe 
City, Jo Huggins, Relationships Australia, and 
Maya Fraser, CASA. Frank Bezzina also outlined 
a program he is championing to help children 
protect themselves from abuse). The night was 
well attended, and generated a lot of discussion 
with members of the community sharing their 
knowledge and experiences. 
The Boolarra program is proactive, seeking to 
change attitudes in the community by raising the 
level of understanding and dialogue in the com-
munity around the issue and by highlighting the 
factors that make for positive relationships. 
The program also seeks to put forward positive 
role models in the community who stress the 
message that they do not condone violence and 
to provide those role models (or Champions) 
with the training, tools and support they need to 

address the situations that they become aware of 
through their role as Champions.
Whilst the training program for Champions 
commenced in late May, we are still seeking more 
Champions from diverse sections of the com-
munity, male and female, to join us in learning 
about and addressing the causes of gender based 
violence. 

The role of the Champion is:

•	 To be a public role model, promoting the 
message that violence is not acceptable.

•	 To be available to community members who 
would like to discuss issues of domestic vio-
lence.

•	 To have an understanding of the services 
and avenues available for people affected by 
domestic violence (both victim and perpetra-
tor). 

Training and support will be provided to the 
Champions over a series of two hour sessions to 
assist them in understanding the nature of the 
problem, how to identify it and tools and strat-
egies in how to deal with situations that they 

become aware of. The Champions will be part of 
a team and support will be provided. There will 
be police checks and referee statements required 
for the nominated Champions.
We have about seven people who have agreed to 
be Community Champions so far and would love 
to hear from people who are interested in partici-
pating.
Concurrently, there will be community infor-
mation sessions to help the community better 
understand the nature and impacts of the issue 
and the role that they and the Champions have 
in trying to eliminate violence in our community 
and promoting positive behaviours.
There is a Facebook link, which enables commu-
nity input into the program: https://www.face-
book.com/boolarracommunitychamps/ 
If you are able to assist in any way, or have any 
questions, please contact Samantha, Colin and 
Daniel.

Colin Brick, Samantha Brick and Daniel Brick
Boolarra Community Champions Against Domestic 
Violence Project
samantha.brick@bigpond.com
03 5163 1212
0427 824 722

Boolarra Community Champions Against Domestic Violence Project

Boolarra Book Club
We have had a great start to the year with some 
interesting (if controversial) novels to read and 
discuss. ‘A Summer without Men’, ‘Case Histo-
ries’ by Kate Atkinson – a great detective thriller 
written in an exciting way. ‘We need to talk 
about Kevin’ – quite depressing but opened up 
amazing discussions. We are now reading ‘The 
Glass Castle’ – an amazing book on living in a 

car in America. 
We have had months of book 
sharing and are looking forward 
to High Tea in July and a film for 
discussion in August. We meet at 
6:00pm at Robern’s for a light tea and then dis-
cuss the book and set the world to rights. If you 
are interested please ring Robern on 5169 6494
Robern Lubawski.
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On a hot day in March the group travelled to coastal parts and 
visited gardens around Inverloch, probably cooler than staying 
home and much more fun. In April, on Easter Monday, afternoon 
tea at Thelma and Arthur’s gave people an opportunity to see 
whether Thelma had been able to find any square inch of ground to 
put in something new. There are always unusual treats in Thelma’s 
garden and her plant knowledge is vast. The big adventure was in 
May when Eddy took a busload to Beechworth and Bright for a few 
days. He was a wonderful driver and managed to help squeeze the 
trees and plants acquired on the journey into the bus. As usual the 
autumn foliage was spectacular and the gardens were all colour-
ful. It was very dry in the northeast and we sympathised with the 
gardeners who could not water their gardens. Yoke had organized a 
wonderful surprise for us. Jane Edmondson was giving a talk to the 
CWA and we were able to attend - a highlight indeed. The group 
not only visited gardens but also the tree farm and some nurseries. 
Those who did not go on the trip had afternoon tea at Marietta’s 
and checked out the changes she and Rob have made to the fernery 
and garden. Lots of changes, lots of work and lots of plants, a water 
feature and some pretty shady spots to rest. It is all looking good. It 
is pruning time for all those plants that have finished flowering so 
plenty of work to do. The warm days have been good for gardening 
and have helped the winter crops establish. If you are a keen gar-
dener and would like to join us on the first Tuesday of the month 
it usually costs about $20/$25 for the bus. We take our lunch and 
have a picnic for morning tea as well. 
Jill would love to hear 
from you, 5169 6516 is 
the contact number.

Denise Schiller,
Garden Club.

BOOLARRA GARDEN CLUB

Winter veggie crop - feature of Herni’s 
extensive Boolarra garden.

Cool colors of bird bath and fernery.

Elkhorn ferns, well 
cared for at Herni’s. 

Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary

Local farmers Ron and Betty Fox recently 
celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniver-
sary with 50 family and friends at Mor-
well RSL Club with a smorgasbord roast 
dinner. 
Ron has resided in the Boolarra district 
all his life – 3rd generation – and Betty 
since 1953 when she transferred as a 
teacher to Boolarra Primary School. 
They were married in Betty’s home town 
Stawell in 1956.
At the dinner were their three children 
Jenny, Lyn and Ian, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Lyn and her hus-

band Greg flew down from the Sunshine 
Coast, Queensland. Also present were 

Betty’s sister Shirley, who was a bridesmaid and her husband from 
Mildura and her Brother Ken and his wife from Stawell.
Betty and Ron cut a beautiful cake made by their daughter Jenny 
who also spoke of her parents’ life in the Boolarra area and the chal-
lenges they faced during their farming career at Foster Rd where 
they are still very committed today.
They also received congratulations from the Queen, Governor 
General of Australia, Prime Minister and various dignitaries for this 
memorable occasion.

Ron and Betty Fox 
happily celebrate their 
Diamond Anniversary.
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Banking on a Car for 
the L2P Program
Staff from the Mirboo North and District Com-
munity Bank have thrown their enthusiasm 
behind a new fundraising initiative. They will 
be working towards the purchase of a new car 
for the L2P program. As Branch Manager Alan 
Bannister explains: “We really felt that this year 
we needed to do something big …something that 
will make a difference for the communities of our 
District”. Mr. Bannister had picked up the idea 
at a Manager’s Conference he attended last year 
where the Morwell Corporate Branch of Bendigo 
Bank had successfully undertaken a similar pro-
ject. “And they are not even a Community Bank”, 
said Mr. Bannister. “As a Community Bank with 
profits going back to the community, we already 
have the right structure with a supportive Board 
and likeminded communities. We should be able 
to pull this off.”
The Learner Driver Mentor Program (L2P) is 
a community based volunteer program run 
through the South Gippsland Shire and provides 
an opportunity for young people who face a 
significant barrier (economic, social or other) to 
successfully obtain their licence with the sup-
port of a skilled local mentor. According to John 
Ernst, L2P Program Coordinator, there are about 
35 youths currently in the program of whom 6 or 
7 are from within our District. For many of these 
youth, their driving experience starts in Mirboo 
North. For the locally based volunteers this cur-
rently means a trip in their own car to Leongatha 
to pick up the L2P vehicle which they then drive 
back to Mirboo North to start the session with 
their ‘student’. After the session they obviously 
have to return the L2P car to Leongatha. 
John Ernst has been indicating the need for a sec-
ond vehicle for a while now and is delighted with 

the initiative of the Mirboo North and 
District Community Bank. “Having a car garaged 
in Mirboo North will make it so much easier for 
the local mentors to schedule driving sessions. 
We anticipate that it would take a lot less time for 
young people of this district to complete the pro-
gram and gain sufficient driving experience” said 
John Ernst, “This will enable more youth to ac-
cess the program.” He also stated “We are always 
on the lookout for more L2P volunteer mentors 
so we hope that this fundraising campaign will 
give the program some good exposure as well.” 
John Ernest also stressed that youth from Bool-
arra and Yinnar are also welcome to access this 
program and those needing assistance are urged 
to contact the South Gippsland Shire. “The L2P 
program is not bound by Shire Boundaries and 
we already have some Boolarra youth accessing 
the program” said John Ernest.
When the Bendigo and Adelaide Bank (of which 
the Mirboo North and District Community Bank 
have a franchise) heard of this initiative they 
promptly pledged their support with a donation 
of $1500 made to the program. The Board of the 
Mirboo North and District Community Bank has 
also pledged to match any funds raised by staff 
with $1 for every $2 raised. So we’re off to a good 
start!
Since it’s official launch on 28 April, a sausage 
sizzle at the annual Arty Gras Festival which was 
organised by the Mirboo North Rotary has added 
an additional sizable donation to the L2P Fun-
draiser. Staff of the Mirboo North and District 
Community Bank are busily planning further 
fundraising events. If you would like further 
information on the L2P program or wish to be 
involved in the fundraising, please contact Anne 
Marie Dieperink on 0428 844 298. 

CARDS 500 and 
CHESS CLUB

LOVE TO PLAY 500 
(beginners or advanced) OR CHESS?
Then join us in the Boolarra Multi Purpose 
Building (next to the Kindergarten) from 
7:00pm till 9:00pm every fortnightly Mon-
day, except for public holidays. 
Next dates (NOT on Queen’s Birthday): 
Monday, 27 June; Monday, 11 July; Monday 
25 July and 
fortnightly Mondays thereafter.
 Any other board-gamers also welcome to 
come and play with other 
enthusiasts. BYO games. 
Light supper provided. Do-
nations per person to cover 
costs appreciated. Enquiries: 
Carol 0488 055 574.

Community Benefits Grow

Boolarra Store
9-11 Tarwin Street Boolarra

Eat in or take away
Catering available

*Light meals *Coffee *Cakes *Fresh sandwiches & rolls 
*Fish & Chips *Burgers *Bakery pies, pasties, sausage rolls *Roast beef & gravy rolls
*Fresh bakery bread *Milk *Papers *Grocery items *Smokes *Gifts *Ice *Gas Bottles

Café open for breakfast, lunch, dinner
Hours: Mon-Fri open 6.00am. Weekends and holidays open 8.00am 

Phone 5169 6452 
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Boolarra - Yinnar Exercise Group
A core group of around a dozen individuals are meeting every 
Monday morning at Boolarra Memorial Hall to enjoy moving to 
popular music in an effort to maintain and improve our fitness 
level. Our social networking continues over coffee at our welcom-
ing Boolarra Store and everyone is welcome.
Please come along Monday 9:30am to 10:30am, $10 per session.

Kate Cartwright.

Invitation

Community Grants  
Information Night

The Mirboo North & District Community Grants Program is a management account of Community Enterprise™ Charitable Fund. 
ABN 12 102 649 968. The Bendigo Centre, Bendigo, VIC, 3550. CEF11 (303217_v1) (22/05/2016)

Representatives of your community group are invited to 
attend

Date:   Tuesday  21 June 2016

Time:   7.30pm

Venue:   Boolarra Bowls Club
Duke Street 
Boolarra

RSVP:   Mirboo North & District Community Bank® Branch on 
5668 1231

www.bendigobank.com.au

Mirboo North & District 
Community Bank® Branch

Introduction to Hip Hop Dancing with dance instructor Sam 
Solomon will run on Wednesday afternoons of Term 2 and 3 from 
3:45pm. Costs are $36.00 per child per term. Starting date is 13 
April.
Christmas Carols with professional singing teacher Tessa Libreri 
will run on Monday afternoons of term 4 from 3:45pm. Costs are 
$46.00 per child. Starting date is October 3.
Our stage show this year will be a Halloween Musical Spectacular 
run by Nanoo Nanoo Arts with Dan Clancey and Eloisa Tripoldi. 
Costs are $48.00 per child. Rehearsals will run on Tuesday after-
noons for 10 weeks at 3:45pm. Starting date is August 9.
Classes for Hip Hop Dancing and Christmas Carols are limited to 
the first 20 students to enrol. Fees need to be paid prior to the be-
ginning of the first session and are non refundable. Consent forms 
must be completed prior to attendance of classes and rehearsals. 
All classes and performances are open to youth aged between six 
and 18 years of age.
For more information or to book in your child please ring Tania 
Brown 5169 6466 (leave a message).

Boolarra and District 
Youth Theatre
Are excited to announce our 
2016 Program

River Road  
Electrical Services

Domestic, Rural
Industrial, 

Commercial
Bruce Craddock

Mobile: 0427 696 640

 rec 9532
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H A Z E LW O O D
P R O P E R T Y

M A I N T E N A N C E
Small or Large Lawns

Gutters / Window Cleaning
Pruning / Weed Eradication

Mark & Sandra Maynard

PH / FAX: 03 5163 1782
MOBILE: 0412 549 376

hazelpm@optusnet.com.au 

Craig Young Butchery
Gourmet Meats

Specialising in bulk meats
Fresh Fish Friday

Have your stock slaughtered, cut-up, 
packed & frozen to your requirements

Phone Orders Taken
90 Ridgway, Mirboo North

Ph: 5668 1632
Superb Spit Roasts 

& Catering Available
Proprietors: Fiona & Craig Young

KEN GRAEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo North 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester 
& Service Centre

With the generosity of Mirboo North 
& District Community Bank we re-
ceived a grant for our ‘Book Worms’ 
project. The money was used to pur-
chase equipment to establish a Library 
within the Preschool. A lovely new 
‘reading mate’, shelving and new book 
sets were purchased. The children 
(current and future) now have access 
to books on a weekly basis. They take 
home one book per week and then 
exchange them. 
The aim of the Book Worms project 
is to develop the children’s literacy 
skills and develop good reading habits 
for life. Each child was given a li-
brary bag, which they decorated with 
fabric markers. They use these bags 
to store their books in when they take 
them home. They can continue to use 
these bags after their preschool year 
comes to an end to encourage them 
to continue their journey with books. 
A new bookshelf and some new book 
kits were purchased to enhance our 

standard library, which was looking a 
little outdated. 
We also purchased a beautiful new 
reading mat with bright coloured 
squares. The plan with this mat was 
to allocate each child with a square 
to help them sit still when reading 
books, either individually or as a 
class. We have done this and it works 
beautifully. The mat has given us more 
joy than that though. We also use it as 
a dance floor! We have started play-
ing little games on the mat (with the 
big squares) and dancing in a train. In 
2015 the children particularly liked 
to dance to ‘Locomotion’ and ‘Brown 
Eyed Girl’!
Thank you so much to the Mirboo 
North & District Community Bank 
for our grants to improve our Pre-
school facilities and programs. Your 
continued support means a lot to 
us and the community and we are 
pleased to tell you that we have re-
cently shut down our previous bank 
account and opened one up with the 
Mirboo North & District Community 
Bank!

Yinnar and District Preschool 
Bendigo Bank grant 2015

Gippsland Farmers Relief Drive
Due to the recent and ongoing dairy crisis, a group of concerned members 
of the community have formed a group called the Gippsland Farmers Relief 
Drive. 
Our prime aim is to support farmers and this is being accomplished by lias-
ing and working with as many community organisations, and service groups 
within the Gippsland region. We will be working in partnership with Gipps-
land Shires and Rural Financial Counselling Services.
On 18 June we will be having a stall at the Churchill Lions Market situated 
behind the Hotel, to raise awareness and to let people know about us. We 
plan to have food drives, and would especially like to thank Boolarra Primary 
School and especially the children and their families, for the recent collection 
and donation of food.
We are currently organising future fundraising events, which will be widely 
publicised. We would like to do a call out for volunteers to help, as we believe 
in strength in numbers especially as this is an issue that affects us all as a com-
munity. We also are asking for hay donations and if anyone can help in any 
way then please don’t hesitate to call. 
And finally I would like to add to all the farmers reading this; you have our full 
support and will do all that we can to help. 
Deb Levi - Fundraising Facilitator 0407 896 172.
Melissa Ferguson - Project Facilitator 0408 334 397.

Phone: 5169 6754 Mobile: 0409 356 480

J.H. Fox
Licensed R.E.C 3822

Electrical Contractor

Stove &Hot Water 
Repairs & Service

Rural & Domestic
Property Maintenance
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The Yinnar Community 
Garden is a treasure at the 
back of ARC - and is truly 
a Community Asset. With 
community vision, plan-
ning, design, landscaping, 

nurturing, working, planting, education, workshops, events, tours, celebra-
tions and music all with community input, the Community Garden along 
with ARC has really put Yinnar on the map as a hub of interest for tourism 
and local enjoyment. 
Up to date the Garden has:
•	 Upgraded the track at the back of ARC with gravel, drainage and sand.
•	 Continually maintained the lawns and edging at the back of ARC via 

weeding, whipper-snipping and mowing.
•	 Developed and maintained a beautifully creative garden with an inter-

nationally acclaimed mosaic centrepiece (thanks to the tutelage of Sari 
Anderson) and seating and performance spaces for use by visitors to 
Arc Exhibitions and the Garden.

•	 Engaged with the community via Tours from: Schools - Primary and 
Secondary, Latrobe City Tourism, University of the Third Age, English 
as a Second Language Classes and workshops with Schools and Com-
munity Corrections.

•	 Hosted multiple Workshops in the Switch-room and Garden space from 
Sustainable Design to Building Garden Beds and Fruit Preserving in 
the Kitchen. Grafting and Fruit Tree Pruning workshops are the most 
popular.

•	 Hosted regular fortnightly working bees, monthly meetings and annual 
celebrations. 

With a membership of 40 paid members and a Core Group of six to eight 
active gardeners it is amazing what has been achieved. As the garden goes 
into senescence for the winter we are still amazed at its beauty and produc-
tivity, but as is natural, all things are slowing down now. The Garden wel-
comes people to come along and enjoy the variety of colour and texture of 
plants grown, or the meditative landscape and birdsong. Your membership 
support is much appreciated. For those more active, working bees are held 
on the second and fourth Saturday afternoons from 1:30-3:30pm. Tuesday 
morning working bees through the colder months will totally depend on 
enthusiasm levels and the weather. Due to popular demand we are planning 
another Grafting workshop on Saturday 30 August with Neil Barraclough.

To 
become a member, email yinnarcg@
gmail.com, with ‘Membership’ in the 
subject line or visit us on a work-
ing bee day for an introduction and 
tasting. As a member you can pick at 
‘Harvest’ signs, get a share in excess 
produce at working bees, receive our 
seasonal e-newsletter (collated by Car-
men Legues) and get any discounts on 
offer at workshops. Visitors are wel-
come to taste or pick a bouquet at ‘Eat 
Me’ signs. 
 See you in the Garden.

Catheryn Thompson, 
Secretary, 
Yinnar Community Garden.

The Community 
Garden,by Yakshideva

Garden is a Community Treasure

May Garden Basket 2016
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ANZAC Day
Our School Captains, Lexi and Caterina, along 
with Deputy Captain James, represented our 
school with great dignity at the Yinnar ANZAC 
Service. 
Soccer 
We entered both a boys and girls team in the Yin-
nar and District soccer tournament this year. De-
spite having very few regular soccer players, they 
all performed well and enjoyed the experience. 
Cross-Country Run
Well done to the following students who qualified 

to represent our school at the Yinnar and District 
Run: Age 9/10 boys: Angus Mc, Tom, Ethan A, 
Blaze and Jordan. 9/10 year girls: (all of these 
girls finished within 30 sec of each other!) Alea-
sha, Jess, Ruby, Charlotte G, Sam H and Alira. 11 
year boys: Jem and Ronan. 11 year; girls: Rosie 
and Meila. 12 year boys: Dublin and Declan. 12 
year girls: Caterina and Alex. Niamh who missed 
our run along the Rail Trail also joined our team 
based on her previous efforts in this area.
Reconciliation Week
Aleeah of Grade 1 and Cora-Lynn (Prep) proudly 
wore special arm bands to school on ‘Sorry Day’ 
to show respect for their Dad who was forcibly 
removed from his mother’s care following the 
loss of his father when he was eight years old. The 
School Captains and Ms Leanne Emond also at-
tended a Reconciliation Week Flag raising cer-
emony at the Latrobe City Offices in Morwell.
Changes to Our School
You will have noticed the new fence around our 
car park to keep our students safely separated 
from traffic. All-ability access is now in place for 
our Multi Purpose Building and the refurbish-
ment of our disabled toilet is almost complete. 
Two of our parents, Brent O’Brien and Eddie 
Stanton saved us lots of money by felling and 
removing a large gum tree. A massive branch 
fell from this recently. Fortunately no one was 

injured but the stability of the tree was 
compromised. We are also grateful to 
local electricians Matt Clough and for-
mer student Tom Bye for the great job 
they did adding sensor mechanisms 
to some external lighting so it is easier 
to navigate around when it is dark. 
Our School Council is still working on 
making some changes to improve the 
appearance of our entrance area. 
Fundraising Plans
We are raising money for new playground equip-
ment. Thank you to the many community mem-
bers who ordered pies through our recent pie 
drive! Soon we will conduct a major raffle with 
a first, second and third prize of varying sized 
trailer loads of ready to burn, high quality fire-
wood. Free delivery within a 40km radius will 
also be available. More information about this 
and tickets will be circulated in the near future. 
We are grateful to the Boolarra Football/Netball 
Club for allowing us to stage a Bake Sale at their 
home game against Mirboo North on Saturday, 
13 August. We also appreciate the Boolarra Lawn 
Bowls Club’s willingness to allow us to hold a 
‘Twilight Bowls and Dinner’ later in the year. 
Melbourne Camp

Our Grade 5/6 students seized growth opportu-
nities, listened attentively, followed instructions, 
supported one another and maintained a positive 
outlook despite lots of walking and being told to 
‘hustle’. Ms Tammy Estcourt also did a great job 
locating less congested routes to destinations and 
scanning for potential dangers. We are grateful 
to Thorpdale for organizing an action packed 
educational program 

Principal, 
Leanne Emond.

Charlie of Grade 3 with parent helper Emma during our Cross-
Country Run.

Our girls team that compet-
ed in a Yinnar and District 

Soccer tournament.

Our School Captains with the wreath they placed at the 
Yinnar ANZAC Service.

Paige enjoying Breakfast at School.

Kirra during Whole School Maths.
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Boolarra primary school
Boolarra primary school, such a great place,

Where students learn and have fun all at their own pace,
We clap and cheer on sports days with Mr Duck, 

He taught us how to run and jump and do the discus 
chuck’s

We draw with Ms Twomey when we do art,
And our teachers in the classroom make us very smart.

When it is warm outside we go in the pool,
But when it is cold we shelter, under the warm roof of the 

school.
The heart of the community quite a fitting motto,

I’d rather come here than win the Tatts lotto!
By Eve.

Lexi and Meila exploring 
the park opposite the Vic 
Market on Melb Camp.

Quin and Ronan at 
Cook's Cottage during 

their Melb Camp.

Some of our Grade 6 boys outside the State Library on 
Melb Camp.

Mia and Cooper 
enjoying a ‘Bonus 

Recess’ earned 
through their great 

behaviour.

LOCAL WOMAN NEW 
CHARITY CEO
Local woman Rev. Dr. Lynn Fowler 
has been appointed the new Chief 
Executive Officer of Traralgon-
based charity, Barrier Breakers Inc. From 2005 
to 2015, Lynn led Glory to the King Ministries 
International, which was based at Boolarra. 
Chairman of Barrier Breakers, Mr Derek Amos, 
announced her appointment to the new posi-
tion in May. “Having had considerable involve-
ment with people with mental illness over the 
years, she is enthusiastic about this new role 
with the mental health sector”, Mr. Amos said.
Barrier Breakers Inc. provides free advocacy 
services for people with mental illness who 
are in crisis. The association also advocates for 
mental health at a systemic level, seeking to 
raise community awareness of mental health 
issues and the needs of those with mental illness 

and to encourage government at all levels to 
allocate a greater part of the available funding 
to mental health issues and accommodation for 
people with a mental illness. 
Lynn said that homelessness was fast becom-
ing a major issue in the region, with a desperate 
shortage of affordable accommodation, ap-
propriate to the needs of people with a mental 
illness.
“Families who suffer this problem need accom-
modation that is affordable, safe and secure, 
long-term and accompanied by support ser-
vices.
Barrier Breakers initiated the establishment of 
the new supportive accommodation complex 
in Traralgon because of this desperate need. We 
now plan to lobby for the project to be repli-
cated throughout the region”.
For further information about Barrier Breakers 
Inc, visit the website at 
www.barrierbreakers.org.au

AROUND THE TRAPS...
Today we see the animal kingdom all sit-

ting around the campfire each with a warm-
ing drink. “It is starting to get wet and cold” 
piped up Mrs Wombat who hadn’t been hap-
py of late as her cousin was attacked by a big 
monster that nobody could see
“Yes it is and we are all sorry to hear about 

Robert. The problem was the monster wasn’t 
lit up. I’m sure humans use candles to be 
seen by”. Mrs Kanga stood up on her tail and 
laughed out loud, “They are called lights”.
Mrs Wombat, who is extremely wise, and 

lives in the back yard in Young Street decid-
ed to make a profound statement, “All mov-
ing obstacles on the roads should use those 
things called lights. Far 
more than humans use 
them now”. Mrs. Possum 
shook and said, “Yes light 
up and live”.
“That’s a good slogan”, de-

clared Mrs Kanga, “Lets 
send it to the Link”.
LIGHT UP AND LIVE
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Brigade Elections
The Boolarra CFA Brigade recently held its 
Annual General Election where all current 
positions were declared vacant and the 
members in attendance had the opportu-
nity to nominate and vote for new office bearers. 
This year all Brigades have two new volunteer 
positions added into the structure of Brigade 
management – OH&S and Community Safety 
Officer, and Education now mandated roles from 
the CFA Headquarters. Boolarra’s positions of 
office are as follows:
Brigade Captain – Di Billingsley
1st Lieutenant – Michelle Birkbeck 
2nd Lieutenant – Todd Birkbeck (Brigade OH&S)
3rd Lieutenant – Simon Pickett (Brigade Train-
ing)
4th Lieutenant – Steve Plath (Assets) 
5th Lieutenant – Brett Ciantar (Trainee Lieuten-
ant) 
Communications officer – Mark Petty
Secretary – Mary Orr
Treasurer – Garry Healey
VFBV delegates – Dale Stephenson / Ross Kems-
ley
Community Safety and Education – Rob Frans-
sen
Captain’s Report
The past two years have been an incredible learn-
ing curve for me in the role of Captain of Bool-
arra CFA. I would like to acknowledge and thank 
all Brigade members for their support since I 
accepted the position. 
Operationally, we have attended 74 incidents over 
the past two years in both primary and support 
capacities. These incidents have included grass 
and scrub fires, structure fires, motor vehicle ac-
cidents (MVA) and fuel spills. We have worked 
well as teams and with other Brigades during our 
turnouts to minimise loss and to provide support 
to our neighbouring Brigades. We have worked 
away on a number of strike teams and Todd has 

been deployed to Western Aus-
tralia. We have also worked with 
DELWP to conduct fuel reduction 
burns – a great source of training 
for us and opportunities to build 

stronger working relationships with 
other agencies. Under the guidance of 
Simon, we have continued with our 
regular fortnightly training and at-
tended all Group training activities and 
sessions. 
The establishment of District 27 has 
been a significant event over the past 
year. It has certainly been busy and 
at times, challenging, as the CFA 
works towards establishing our HQ 
and the associated infrastructure that 
is required. This is a process that is 
still underway. Boolarra Brigade has 
supported this in a positive, respectful 
and enthusiastic manner. Thank you 
to those members who have assisted 
in attending meetings, contributing 
ideas and cooking the BBQ at District 
events.
It would be remiss of me to not take 
a few moments to reflect on a special 
member of our Brigade. Dave O’Brien 
indicated that he will not be standing 
for a leadership role at this election 
and I want to take some time to reflect 
on his contribution to Boolarra Fire 
Brigade.
Dave joined Boolarra Fire Brigade in 
August 1976 as a firefighter and has dedicated 
nearly 40 years of service to the Boolarra com-
munity and to the CFA. In the early years of his 
service, as the local school Principal, he was able 
to respond to many calls during the day and act 
as a contact point for members of the local com-
munity. He has held numerous roles within the 
Brigade and completed many training courses 
and always utilises his new skills to assist the 

development of other 
members of the Brigade 
and for the safety of the 
wider Boolarra com-
munity.
In his role as Brigade 
Training Officer, Dave 
organised and delivered 
a vast range of practical 
and theoretical training 
activities that devel-
oped skills relevant to 
our Brigade profile and 
also built Brigade mem-
bers’ knowledge about 

some of the less common incidents we may be 
called on to attend. In later years as Community 
Liaison Officer, he has been pro-active in inform-
ing the community, sharing information and 
promoting fire safety messages and representing 
the Brigade at community meetings. 
Of particular note are Dave’s efforts during the 
Delburn Complex fires in January 2009, a fire 
that burned over 9000 hectares and destroyed 
30 houses, numerous sheds, vehicles and fences. 
This is the largest incident to impact our com-
munity since the 1960’s. Dave was called on to 
take over the management of the Boolarra sec-
tor of this incident at extremely short notice 
when the then Incident Controller had to leave. 
Despite having little experience in managing an 
incident of this size, he stepped into the role and 
performed exceptionally well throughout the 
next three days to communicate with the Inci-
dent Control Centre (ICC) and manage multiple 
appliances (125) and personnel (approximately 
500), aircraft (17), heavy machinery as well as 
other agencies including Victoria Police, the then 

Junior members training.

BOOLARRA’S BURNING ISSUES
BOOLARRA CFA NEWS

DELWP - Boolarra assisting the recent fuel reduction burn.
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Department of Sustainability and Environment, 
Hancock Plantations Victoria and Ambulance 
Victoria. Once the Delburn Complex fire was 
contained, Dave continued to work tirelessly over 
the next weeks alongside other CFA members as 
we completed the arduous task of blacking out 
and supporting the residents of our community. 
In the recovery phase after the Delburn Complex 
and Black Saturday fires, Dave worked with the 
Boolarra Community Development Group and 
the Yinnar and District Community Association 
to develop and publish the Local Emergency Ac-
tion Plan (LEAP) throughout both communities. 
At the same time, he was involved in the plan-
ning and implementation of Community Alert-
ing Sirens for Boolarra and Yinnar townships. 
Dave’s involvement in and commitment to both 
these initiatives has contributed significantly to 
community education and understanding of the 
importance of planning and preparing for the 
bushfire season and staying informed in the event 
of an incident occurring.
Having lived in Boolarra for more than 40 years, 
Dave has a wide knowledge of the local people 
and Brigade area that he developed through his 
local trucking business. This provided invaluable 
information to the Brigade, both when we are 
responding to incidents and in our capacity to 
communicate with and inform local residents.
Along with his vast operational experience and 
his willingness to embrace new technology and 
ideas, Dave has a deeply compassionate and car-
ing nature. He quietly observes Brigade members 
and people in the community. He is quick to 
notice if things are ‘not quite right’. He always fol-
lows up with a visit or a call, providing support in 
a multitude of ways without drawing attention to 
it. Again, this was particularly noticeable in the 
first years after the Delburn Complex fires when 
so many people in our community had been 
impacted. 
David O’Brien has been a hardworking, commit-
ted, energetic and respected member of Boolarra 
Fire Brigade. During his service he has consist-
ently demonstrated the values of the CFA: Safety, 
Respect, Together, Integrity and Adaptive. He has 
been a wonderful role model and has given us all 

something to aspire to.
Vale John Nolan
Boolarra Brigade members were saddened to 
hear of the recent passing away of Brigade mem-
ber John Nolan. He joined the Brigade over 10 
years ago as an active firefighter and more recent-
ly, assisted us with fundraising at the Folk Festi-
val. Our sincere condolences to his wife Judith, 
their family and friends.
Junior Brigade 
Our Junior Brigade currently has 10 members, 
mostly female and they are a wonderful group of 
kids to work with. They soak up all the practical 
activities, which are a modified minimum skills 
program and have a lot of fun along the way. We 
are now seeing the benefit of the junior’s pro-
gram with three juniors so far graduating into the 
Senior Brigade and completing minimum skills 
to become operational firefighters.
Senior Brigade weekend at Licola
The success of the Junior Camp at Licola en-
couraged us to apply to Berry Street for funding 
to run a similar camp weekend for the senior 
Brigade members and their families. We have 
recently returned from this weekend and had 
groups of people four wheel driving, playing 
footy and frisbee, trying to catch fish, refining 

their camp cooking techniques and generally tak-
ing time to rest up and catch up with each other. 
It was a great weekend and just what was needed 
after the fire season.
Recent activity
In the last couple of months the Brigade has at-
tended a number of structure fires due to solid 
fuel heaters. With the cold weather now upon us, 
please make sure you have checked your smoke 
alarms and have cleaned your flue/chimney. If 
you are unable to do it yourself, there are con-
tractors locally that can do this for you. Give 
them a call.
Did you know that we have a FACEBOOK 
group? If you would like to keep up to date with 
the Brigade, check out our page by searching for 
“BOOLARRA FIRE BRIGADE”
Don’t forget that every Sunday between 9:00am 
and 10:00am we are at the CFA Station testing ra-
dios and maintaining our equipment. If you have 
any questions or would like to join, please come 
down and meet with some of our members.

Rob Franssen,
Community Safety and Education.

Licola - 4wd trip into the high country.

Licola – camp oven cooking.

Licola group photo.
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The Annual General Meeting of the Boolarra 
Men’s Shed was held on 30 May, 2016 and the Of-
fice Bearers elected are as follows:
•	 President: Jeff Henderson
•	 Vice President: Michael Watt
•	 Secretary: Mick Schiller
•	 Treasurer: Brian Templeman
•	 General Committee Members: Doug Black, 

Lawrie Havrillay and John Stewart.

The President’s Report presented at the AGM 
read as follows:
“Good Evening all, thanks for your attendance, 
for anyone who doesn’t know, I’m Jeff Hender-
son, Outgoing President of the Boolarra Men’s 
Shed and I welcome you all.
The Men’s Shed has been very busy this year with 
the following:
•	 Opening of the Steel Workshop
•	 All the work done in Railway Park on the 

upgrade for Latrobe City Council, which has 
included cubby, tables and bench seating and 
seating in the saleyards

•	 Construction of stairs and hand rail for Geoff 
Owen

•	 Model trucks
•	 Restoration of garden bench seats
•	 Manufacture and installation of table and 

bench seating at Budgeree Hall, a Commu-
nity Service initiative

•	 Numerous other small projects.

We have also enjoyed several BBQ’s and I think 
everyone has enjoyed them immensely. We cer-
tainly get a good roll up on those days.
This year we have again had solid membership 
numbers. We have welcomed a few new mem-
bers with some different skills.
A couple of our members have had some health 
issues, notably Mick Schiller needing to be fitted 
with a pacemaker type device and our oldest 
member Stan Niddrie having a stroke, but his 
recovery is progressing well and we look forward 
to having his company back in the Shed. 
Our 3:00pm Quizzes run by Mick have ensured 
we keep the grey matter turning. Tall tales and 
true exchanged during our times at the Shed are 
always grist for the humour mill.
I will finish with a big thankyou to all Committee 
members, 
the President’s PA my wife Val again, and also 
the Secretary’s PA Denise Schiller, for all their 
behind-the-scenes work. We hope we can expect 
the same support from everyone again in the 
upcoming financial year.
I note that all current Committee members are 
eligible for re-election, but invite new nomina-
tions. I now declare all Committee positions 
vacant and call for nominations from the floor.”

BOOLARRA MEN’S SHED SHAVINGS 
Active In Our Community

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 
AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879.  S48164-1 
(232943_v1) (2/12/2014)

It’s switching your banking to us. 
But it’s bigger than that.
It’s $254,000 poured back into South West 
Gippsland.
Our bank invests its profits into our community, so just 
by banking with us, you automatically become part of 
something bigger. Bigger than a bank.

Drop into your nearest branch at 88 Ridgway, Mirboo 
North or phone 5668 1231 or apply now at 
bendigobank.com.au

bendigobank.com.au

New picnic settings at the 
Railway Park. 

The cubby in Railway Park.

The picnic setting at 
Budgeree Hall.
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7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra Vic 3870 
Ph: 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523 

em: rgp@jonshell.com.au

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE
Open: Monday to Friday - 9:00am to 12:00pm and 

12:45 to 5:00pm
Saturdays – 9:00am to 11:00am except long weekends when we will be closed.

Supplying all Australia Post Products including Express, International, and Registered mail, 
Stamps, Packaging etc. Photocopying & Fax Service. JP on site most days, appointments appreci-

ated to save you a wasted trip in.
Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals are 

also available. Travel Money and Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa 
Cards are also available here as well as the Travel Visa cards. 

Banking services are available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can help 
you do a Western Union Money Transfer. Electoral Roll Application forms are available here. And 

Senior Card applications are also available.
We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.

We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, not to mention the extra 
things like plants, the 5 cent box and produce when available to raise money for the Stompers.

 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you are enti-
tled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery.

Gwenda, Roger and Team.

The knitting needles are still busy each week at 
Wool Group, as are our voice boxes as we work 
and chat and of course enjoy our lovely shared 
lunches. Anne L has finished her grey-toned 
scarf and has now moved on to a very bright 
multi coloured one and we’re all looking forward 
to seeing the end result of the mixture of bright 
colours. Denise has completed her large two-
tone blue blanket at last and has now moved on 
to a cowl from lovely soft merino wool in a pale 
shade of mauve, which will look very pretty with 
her complexion.
Jan has quite a few projects on the go at present, 
but her main focus is on a shrug for her great 
niece, which will also have a headband to match.
Lori as always is busy with socks and recently 
baby clothes have been a high priority for great-
grandchildren. 
Mary paid us a visit before she heads off to a 
warmer climate. We don’t see a lot of Mary as she 
has so many other activities that she’s involved 
which she also enjoys.
Sue is still busy at her spinning wheel as she 

gradually works her way 
through her stash of fleeces that 
she has collected over the years. 
Carla has also been busy at her 
spinning wheel most weeks, but 

she still finds time to knit the odd pair of socks 
as well.
Anne T is making very colourful flowers to deco-
rate a throw rug she’s hoping to have finished 
by next winter; they’ll be sewn onto black polar 
fleece, which should look quite stunning when 
completed.
Margaret has recently finished a very pretty dress 
for one of her granddaughters and she finished 
the outfit off by purchasing a pair of matching 
tights and skivvy which all go together perfectly.
We haven’t seen much of Anne C. lately as she’s 
cooking up a storm on Thursday’s preparing deli-
cious meals at the Boolarra Football Club.
I’ve been working on various knitted and crochet 
items for a friend, but I’ve also re-discovered 
weaving which I’m very keen to do a lot more 
of. I have a grey/purple/black wrap on the loom 
at present and I’m looking forward to seeing the 
end result.
Kate has spent quite a lot of time unknitting 
recently, she’s making what she thought would be 
a very simple vest in a pretty Tangerine Dream 

colour, but its proving to be more difficult than 
she first thought. She’s very patient and I’m sure 
the end result will be worth all the effort.
Robyn T is on her 23rd pair of socks, which are 
almost finished, and number 24 is ready to go.
Natalie is under the pump, as she has to crochet 
five baby blankets by Christmas this year. Her 
family are very fortunate to have all these beau-
tiful baby blankets to enjoy wrapping the little 
ones in.
Rosslyn has made herself a vest and in between 
projects makes slippers and breast cancer cush-
ion packs for local hospitals that are very much 
appreciated.
Elaine is back after a short absence of a month 
for various reasons and she’s still working on her 
scarf, or is it a bag, or is it a ??? - time will tell.
Kerryn is enjoying working on different projects, 
socks being one. She’s also embroidering an Alice 
in Wonderland quilt that is coming along beauti-
fully.
If you think Wool Group is something you might 
like to try, we meet every Thursday at 11:30am at 
the Multi Purpose Building. For more informa-
tion you can phone me on 0400 722 716.

Lois Thornton, 
Member.

WOOL GROUP YARNING

The Boolarra Quilting Group meets at the Multi 
Purpose Building on the 2nd and 4th Monday of 
the month. It covers a range of different activities 
including quilting, sewing, embroidery, silk dye-
ing, (shipment of new silk scarves arriving soon, 
ready for dyeing). Start making your Christmas 
presents early. We are a friendly group and would 
love some new members to join so we can share 
our skills. Beginners will find lots of equipment 
and material to use and some friendly advice and 
help. We are not experts but we enjoy what we do 
so come along and give it a try. Tea and Coffee 
provided and the only cost is $4 dollars each ses-
sion. Bring your own lunch.
Contact Linda on 5169 6702, or Denise on 5169 
6425 if you would like more information.

Some of the recently created quilts from the group.

Boolarra Quilting Group 
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Well it’s hard to believe we are almost halfway 
through the year. I trust that all community 
members had a safe and relaxing Easter break 
and hope that you managed to catch up with 
family and friends, or even had the opportunity 
to visit and experience some of Gippsland’s won-
derful attractions.
The 25th of April is an important day on the 
Australian calendar and I was pleased to attend 
a number of ANZAC Day services across the 
Morwell electorate. 
All ANZAC Day services across the Latrobe Val-
ley were a fitting tribute to those who have served 
our country and provided an opportunity for 
community members to demonstrate their grati-
tude and respect to our courageous service men 
and women. We must also pay due regard to our 
local RSLs who do a marvellous job in hosting 
various ANZAC Day services across the region.
I recently joined with local residents to call on 
the State Labor Government to ensure the Bool-
arra Police Station does not remain closed into 
the future. There has been some concern in the 
Boolarra community as to if the Police Station in 
town which is currently closed will reopen in the 
future. 
Having had conversations with Victoria Police 
they have now confirmed that they are currently 
undertaking a recruitment process to employ a 
Police Officer to replace long- serving member 
Gary Mills. Advice is that the Station will reopen 
in the next few weeks. 
A good outcome for the local community who 
has fought hard to see their Police Station main-
tained in town. I would like to acknowledge and 

thank Gary Mills for his service to the Boolarra 
and District community over a long period of 
time. We wish Gary and his family well in retire-
ment.
Last month 1600 Barramundi were released into 
Hazelwood Pondage. Barramundi are usually 
only found in northern Australia however the 
unusually warm water in the pondage may pro-
vide anglers with the chance to cast a line for the 
iconic species close to home.
Three sizes of Barramundi were released consist-
ing of 1000 fingerlings at 5cm, 500 fish at 10cm 
and 100 larger Barramundi measuring 30cm. Fif-
teen of the larger fish carry acoustic tags to track 
their movements so more can be learned about 
their behaviour and preferred habitats.
Several listening stations have been positioned 
throughout the pondage and will monitor tagged 
fish movements and log water temperatures. To 
optimise the stocking trial and fish movement 
investigation, the pondage will be closed to all 
recreational fishing for six months. 
This will allow barramundi growth 
rates, diet composition, flesh qual-
ity and aggregation patterns to be 
studied without active fishing pres-
sure.
Local clubs and organisations 
are encouraged to apply for up to 
$10,000 of funding to improve se-
curity at their clubrooms or facility.
The Community Safety Fund 
provides groups and sporting clubs 
with money to install safety equip-
ment such as additional locks, 
vandal-proof lighting, alarms, fenc-
ing and gates and security screens.
These grants, established by the 

former Liberal-National Coalition Government, 
help community organisations to boost security 
at their facilities to prevent damage and create 
a safer environment for their members and the 
wider community.
In addition to providing new security equipment, 
the grants can also be used for the following 
projects:
•	 Education and awareness initiatives that help 

prevent motor vehicle theft, personal prop-
erty and residential theft and retail burglaries; 
and

•	 Small-scale improvements and upgrades in 
public spaces including parks and reserves 
and streetscapes to encourage more foot traf-
fic.

Applications are open to community and sport-
ing groups and councils until 4:00pm on Friday, 
1 July. For further information about the grants, 
including guidelines for applicants, visit www.
crimeprevention.vic.gov.au

CMIDDLE

Middle C
Piano Services

CHARLIE
0413 550 115
*Tuning *Repairs

PIANO

SERVICES

Caring Family Medicine

New Patients Welcome
You can now book your appointment online 

or via our very own “MAACG” app 
www.hazelwoodhealth.com.au 

or call 

5122 2555
Open Monday to Saturday
Evening Clinic Wednesday

Bulk Billing
To all Medicare Card Holders

9a Georgina Place, Churchill

 

Located at the Churchill & District Community Hub  
9 - 11 Philip Pde, Churchill 

5122 2955  churchillnc@bigpond.com   www.churchill.org.au  

 Life Skills for Women 

 Creative Writing 
 Photo Editing 
 Digital Scrapbooking 

 Community Garden 
 Discussion Groups 

 Computers 
 Volunteering 

 Book Club 
 Men’s Shed 

 Tai Chi 
 Cooking 

 Patchwork  
 Quilting 
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Happy Campers
Brrrrr. Winter again. It doesn’t seem that long 
ago that we had our last winter. 
The group had a nice trip to Dargo at the end 
of April. That kicked off the year for us, though 
some of us had been away on our own prior to 
that. It was ANZAC Day long weekend so a long-
ish trip seemed the way to go and Dargo was the 
choice of a few. It’s a lovely spot with some really 
nice scenery. We got there on the Friday arvo 
after all the others. There were Cookes, Norris, 
Owens, Henrys, Hendersons and Pithers. After 
setting up the camp we had our usual welcome 
with a drink or two, which finished off the day.
Saturday saw us travel in convoy to Historic 
Grant township, or rather where the town was, 
but they have marked it all out with plaques. We 
also visited the Grant Cemetery and saw the very 
old graves. It is being looked after by a group of 
volunteers and they are doing a good job of it.
After a late lunch we headed for the Dogs’ Grave 
which is between Dargo and Omeo. We were 
almost there when the other vehicles decided to 
turn back as they thought it was too far to go. We 
decided that we were going to push on and see 
what we set out to see. Then, there it was. There 
are stories about this memorial to the drover’s 
dog and why it is where it is. But it is a beautiful 
stone and beautifully etched and it touches the 
heart to see it. I was so pleased to also see a new 
hut that replaces the old original one that burned 
down in the fires just a few years ago. It’s not 
the same hut but it’s shelter just the same for the 
drovers or anyone who needs a dry place to lay 
their head for the night. The new hut was built 
with donated materials from the businesses in 
East Gippsland by the Deer Hunters Association. 
It’s a credit to them.
Sunday saw the Lawn Mower racing on the ad-

joining land to the Caravan Park in Dargo. 
Well that was different and a lot of laughs. 
‘Ride-ons’ of all sizes and designs. Riders 
weren’t that much different in sizes either. 

But a great spectator event that’s for sure. We all 
had the best seats in the house, sitting beside our 
vans. Monday saw us packing up and heading 
back to Boolarra. We all agreed it was a fantastic 
weekend.
Our next trip away was to Sale. That’s not far 
away from here and there’s plenty to do and see 
there. That was the last weekend in May. It’s nice 
to do a close one for a change and then we will 
think about an early Spring trip. We arrived in 
Sale on the Friday and after setting up on our site 
some of us went to the Gallery and saw some of 
the works of Annamieka Mein. She does abso-
lutely beautiful work. The old Gallery is being 
totally renovated, which tricked a few people. 
When the new Gallery is open for the public they 
will have one whole gallery just for her work. In 
the meantime the temporary Gallery is set up in 
the CFA building just along from the old Gallery.
On the Saturday we shared vehicles and left for 
a day of sightseeing, starting at the Port of Sale. 
A great picnic area and lots of history as well. 
We moved on to the historic Powder Magazine, 
which was built for the gold mining in Gipps-
land. It has been done up and now isn’t covered 
in blackberries like it was when I last saw it a lot 
of years ago. 
We then went to the lovely Swing Bridge where 
we read about its history. It’s a great picnic and 
fishing area now. Then it was on to the Gas Plant 
where along the way we saw the huge veggie farm 
of Covinos. The Gas Plant of course is continuing 
to expand and one day I guess it will take up the 
whole area down to the next road. We kept on 
cruising down past Dutson Downs on our way 
to Loch Sport for our yummy pie lunch from the 
Bakery.

Couldn’t get a cup of coffee or tea at Loch Sport 
so we went to Golden Beach where we had a 
lovely hot drink but the wind was very lazy and 
wouldn’t go around us. We enjoyed our arvo tea 
anyway. Still, it is a windy place normally. We 
then went along the Foreshore Drive to Seaspray 
and had a look there at the ocean, which was a bit 
rough that day. Then back to Sale to get ready for 
our evening out. We enjoyed very much our din-
ner at the Star Hotel. Lots of laughing going on. 
The seating was a little different this time as they 
put us into booths, six to a booth. We had three 
and I shared mine with one of my brothers and 
his wife, which was great. We had a lot to catch 
up on so it was a good opportunity to meet on 
that night for a meal.
After a good night’s sleep it was time to pack up 
and get ready to head off home. Some of us went 
to catch up with friends and family, some went to 
the Open Day at the Botanical Gardens and some 
went straight home. Six couples took part in this 
weekend.
All things being equal, I think it was a successful 
weekend. We didn’t get wet but it was cool.
There is a small group going to Lakes Entrance 
on the Queens Birthday weekend. One cabin and 
two vans at this time. Not to mention one dog. 
Yes, Alfie is going this time.
That’s all for this edition. Stay warm and dry for 
the next couple of months,

Gwenda. 

Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, 
Domestic Water 

Contact Dave for Free Quotes
Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au

Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley gravel

SERVICES

Y i n n a r  F u e l
 &  F a r m  S u p p l i e s

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RANGE – GREAT SERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

& free produce delivery too! . . .

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240
52 Main Street

Yinnar Vic 3869
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The season is almost halfway through and our 
Netball teams are mostly sitting about midway 
on the ladder. Our A Grade team is in sixth posi-
tion with four wins. Some nasty injuries to our A 
grade players are going to make for a challenging 
season but we are lucky to have some talented B 
Grade players that have stepped up to fill the A 
Grade void. B Grade are fifth on the Ladder with 
three wins. The girls are playing well and put up 
a challenging fight each week to their opposition 
players. C Grade are fifth with four wins so far 
and are playing good competitive netball each 
week. D Grade are in tenth position with no wins 
for the season but the girls are learning more 
skills and improving their game each week, so 
hopefully a win is not too far away.
The 17&Under girls are sixth on the ladder. They 
have good height and strength in the team and 

hopefully will be more success-
ful as the season continues. The 
15&Under team are in ninth posi-
tion with one win on the board, 
but are getting stronger with each 
game and working together as a 
team.
We are very pleased to have some 

of our local girls recently represent the 
Mid Gippsland Netball Association 
at the Interleague game against Colac 
and District Football League/Netball 
Association, which was played at Colac 
in May
Our very own A Grade Coach Rebecca 
Crick took on the responsibility to 
coach the Open team and participated 
in the game playing in a goaling posi-
tion while local born Carrie McGlade 
played in the mid court area. The Open 
team played a good strong game just 
dropping short by four goals in the end.

Well done to our local 15&Under representative 
team player Lydia Reiske who put in a stellar per-
formance defending for her team, even though 
they lost by 10 goals. They played some good fast 
netball. The15&Under representa-
tive team was coached by another of 
our very capable club coaches in Jess 
Middlemiss, who also coaches our C 
Grade team. Jess has been involved 
in coaching the Junior Representative 
team for Mid Gippsland since the 
start of the year.
 

Boolarra 
Netball Club 

FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

 The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to thank their 
valuable sponsors for there ongoing support during Season 2016 

and ask that you get behind these businesses as they support our com-
munity Club. 

Morwell Club, Prorent, Tony Antonelli Accounting, Lincon Hire & Sales, 
Boolarra Pub, Anish Parekh The Good Guys, Mirboo North & District Commu-
nity Bank, Boolarra Fish Farm, Gibson Groundspread, Waterwheel Tavern - Lake 
Tyers Beach, Yinnar Milk Bar & Country Cafe, Fitness 4 U, Mirboo North Hard-

ware, Latrobe City, Owen Transport, Yinnar Community Hotel, Boolarra Post 
Office, Boolarra Store, Jims Building Inspections, Tradeweld, Valley Trophy Cen-
tre, Soroptimist International, Strzelecki Plumbing, J Smith Motors, Monacellars 
Wine & Spirits, Palms Apartments, Prosper Valley Excavations, Valleywide Tree 
Services, Cervis Equipment, Riviera Display Kitchens, Mirboo North Golf Club, 
Kennedy Haulage/ Driffield Quarries, Prosper Valley Gravel, G & C Plasters, Out 

of Dough, Willaton Transport, BJ Bennett & Co Real Estate, Benson Timber & 
Hardware, Devtree Pty Ltd, Pizza Boys Morwell, Latrobe Valley Funeral Services, 

Bellebanne, Gatts Panel Works, Willys Bobcat Hire, Norm Oliver Butchers, 
GM Conveyancing, Young Signs, Samantha Brick Health & Massage, 

Russell Northe, McDonalds, Morwell Tenpins, Alfresh 2 Go. 

Lydia Reiske defending the Goal Shooter from Colac and District 
while the other players look on.

The Net Set Go Kids doing fun activities at training 
From Left - Right : Isabella, Bella, Cora-Lyn, Lilly, 

Chloe, Bree, Kira, Carly and Aleah.

Churchill Indoor Netball Teams
Our Junior teams are going really well in the Churchill Indoor 
Competition. Both teams are playing good competitive netball 
and scoring plenty of goals. I think all the training is starting to 
pay off and the girls have a clearer understanding of the rules.
We also have plenty of Net Set Go participants from Boolarra 
that train at our local club with the big girls. Some also attend 
the Net Set Go sessions in Churchill on a Saturday morning, 
which are being coordinated by another Boolarra Netballer in 
Eloise O’Brien and ably assisted by Boolarra parents. 
So all in all I’m proud to say that our Boolarra Netball girls 
are certainly standing up and doing their bit for Netball Vic-
toria and also for netball in our community. I hope this means 
that into the future we will become a stronger club through 
all grades and age groups because of the strength and com-
mitment of our Netball members and volunteers. So “GET 
AROUND US” and come and watch and support a game or 
two.

Social News
The Boolarra Football Netball Club and AFL 
Gippsland recently held a Boolarra Commu-
nity ‘Ice’ education forum at the Boolarra FNC 
Social Rooms. With the help of Victoria Police, 
Gippsport and Australian Community Sup-
port Organisations, speakers spoke about the 
dangers, warning signs, strategies, policies and 
culture development. Ex-Collingwood player 
Gavin Crosisca also participated in the forum, 
speaking about his personal addiction to drugs 
over 28 years. This night was a great educa-
tional night for the club and the community in 
general.
On Saturday, 28 May Boolarra FNC hosted Co-
median Chicken Parma and hypnotist Bizarre 
Gazzard at the Social with about 100 people in 
attendance. The night was a great night with 
some very funny individual highlights by some 
of our team members.
On Saturday, 9 July after the Morwell East away 
game, the Annual Mid Year Ball will be held at 
the Boolarra Memorial Hall. Tickets will need 
to be pre-booked for catering purposes from 
Simon Buglisi 0411 142 375 or James Holmes 
0447 096 607.
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Boolarra Football 
Club 

FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

The season has just completed Round 7 of the 
MGFL Season. The Club had a week off in the 
round prior to Round 7 for the Mid Gippsland 
Interleague carnival where the league played the 
Colac and District Football League at Colac (May 
21). Boolarra footballer, Matt Sheridan, was cho-
sen and played in this match. 
The Boolarra Football Netball Club is field-
ing Seniors, Reserves and 18&Under teams 
for Season 2016 with new Senior coach Shane 
Paynter at the helm. The Reserves are 
being coached by local lad James Kelly 
in his first season as reserves coach. The 
Thirds are being coached again by James 
Holmes and assisted by Thomas Beam-
ish. 
The club has Auskick back at the club 
again which is being coordinated by 
Eddy Stanton. There have been 20+ Aus-
kick children at the ground on Wednes-
day night after school and an Auskick 
grid game has been scheduled for half 
time of the Boolarra vs. Hill End game 
on 2 July. The club welcomes all mem-
bers of the community to come along 
and support the kids. The Boolarra FNC 
Auskick raffle will be drawn on this day. 
A big thank you to Aranbe Wood Heaters, G&G 
Firewood and Webster’s Butchery for donating 
prizes to this raffle.
Round 1 started off with a narrow three point 
loss against Thorpdale at home in good condi-
tions. Boolarra 11.9.75 to Thorpdale 11.12.78. 
The Reserves were also beaten going down by 31 

points Boolarra 6.7.43 to Thorpdale 
11.8.74. The Thirds were also beaten 
by a better team but it is great to have 
an 18&Under team on the park this 
season. Boolarra 2.10 22 to Thorpdale 
11.8.74. 
Round 2 Boolarra broke the ice with a 
comfortable 45-point win against Hill 
End. Boolarra 12.10.82 to Hill End 
5.7.37. The Reserves also won their first game of 
the season with a strong four goal win. Scores 
being Boolarra 8.11.59 to Hill End 5.5.35. The 
Thirds were beaten by a stronger team but are 
showing signs of improvement. Boolarra 3.9.27 
to Hill End 13.16.94.
Round 3 saw Boolarra go down to a more de-
termined Morwell East team. Boolarra 7.4.46 to 
Morwell East 18.16.124. The Reserves won their 
second game of the season with a come from 
behind victory against the East. The Thirds went 
down to Morwell East but never gave in. Bool-
arra 5.9.39 to Morwell East 15.14.104. 
Round 4 was played against Yarragon at Trafal-
gar with the Seniors going down by 40 points. 
Boolarra 5.3.33 to Yarragon 10.13.73. The Re-
serves were also beaten by a better team on the 
day. Boolarra 4.5.29 to Yarragon 10.11.71. Yarra-
gon did not field a thirds Team. 
Round 5 saw Boolarra Seniors beaten by New-
borough by 20 points in a very close game with 
only five points the difference at three quarter 

time. Boolarra 12.8.80 to Newborough 14.16.100. 
The Reserves were undermanned and well beaten 
by a better team on the day. Boolarra 3.3.21 
to Newborough 25.10.160. The Thirds were 
well beaten by a strong Newborough side but 
never gave up. Boolarra 3.3.21 to Newborough 

21.12.138. 
Round 6 saw Boolarra travel to Yallourn North 
to play arguably the strongest team in the com-
petition this season. Boolarra 5.5.35 to Yallourn 
North 23.12.150. The Reserves were also well 
beaten by a better team on the day. Boolarra 
2.2.14 to Yallourn North 30.17.197. The Thirds 
were also well defeated by a better team. Boolarra 
4.5.29 to Yallourn North 15.14.104.
Round 7 saw Boolarra nearly pull off a victory 
against Yinnar going down by nine points with 
three points in the game with three minutes on 
the clock. Boolarra 11.8.74 to Yinnar 13.5.83. The 
Reserves went down to a better team on the day 
as well. Boolarra 2.7.19 to Yinnar 20.8.128 The 
Thirds went down to a very strong Yinnar team. 
Boolarra 1.0.6 to Yinnar 20.17.137. 
Congratulations
Congratulations to 2013 Assistant Coach, Best & 
Fairest & 2014 Player Justin ‘Sus’ Emery on get-
ting onto the list for Northern Territory Thunder 
for Season 2015. Sus has been a regular player 
in this state league side, which plays in NEAFL 
against teams such as Gold Coast, GWS, Bris-
bane and Sydney Reserves teams. Northern Ter-
ritory went on to win the premiership in Season 
2015. Great effort Sus!
Local lad and Thirds coach James Holmes had 
Season 2015 in Darwin playing football at Palm-
erston Magpies in NTFL. Congratulations go 
out to James as he won the Division 1 club Best 
& Fairest for the Palmerston Football Club. Well 
done Shizza! 
On another bright note for James earlier in the 
season James played his 150th Senior game with 
the Boolarra FNC which is a fantastic effort and 
shows the great commitment that James has to-
wards his football and the Club in general. 
Congratulations go out to Daniel Wilson and 
Jaimie Dowse, Hayden Kite and Hiedi Whitehead 
on their recent engagements and we wish them 
all the best for their futures together. 

Boolarra stalwart Glen Smith gets a kick away.

Boolarra Thirds Captain Ossy Brennan takes a 
mark.

Boolarra defender 
Vince Corbett goes after 

the ball.


