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At 2:35pm on Thursday, 8 September the Bool-
arra Community Hotel had its new sign erected 
that alerted the community that the deal had 
been finally sealed and that the 
BCH was fully owned by the com-
munity. Tradespeople, who had 
been waiting for the signal, moved 
onsite to commence their work 
and the BCH poured its first beer.
An invitation was extended to 
all community members to meet 
at the Hotel for a celebratory get 
together on Friday, 9 September. 
The Boolarra CFA kindly offered 
their services to prepare a BBQ for 
the event as the kitchen was unable 
to initially prepare meals as it had 
not been examined by the Health 
Inspector.
It was truly enlightening to hear 

the friendly chatter and laughter coming from 
the estimated crowd of around 150 community 
members who participated in the celebration. It 
was a great night that resembled those held at the 
Hotel many years ago. 
In excess of 140 families/individuals have con-
tributed close to $750,000 to purchase the Free-
hold and Licence of the Hotel, pay all associated 
legal costs, employ staff, make some necessary 
improvements and restock the Hotel.
Our General Manager is Josh Singh who has 
come to us after five years as Assistant Manager 
of the Star Hotel in Sale. Josh is married with 
two young children. Shevaun Self, who has been 
appointed as our Assistant Manager, has many 
year’s experience in the hospitality industry and 
comes to us from the Italian Australian Sporting 
Club in Morwell, where she has had experience 

as a venue supervisor.
Our Head Chef, Robert Sealy, 
comes to us from a Chef position at 
MOMOs / The Ritz on Hotham in 
Traralgon and is really enthusiastic 
about his new role at BCH. I feel 
confident that the menu that Rob-
ert has developed will cater for all 
tastes.
After circulating a flyer to the local 
community asking for expressions 
of interest for casual work at the 
BCH, we were inundated with ap-
plications and have filled our wait, 
bar and kitchen staff positions for 
the time being. Unfortunately at 
this point of time it is impossible to 

employ every person who applied, but the names 
of all unsuccessful candidates have been kept for 
future reference.
Our Restaurant Menu is strategically aimed at 
Boolarra’s demographic, catering for those who 
like more refined meals to those who enjoy the 
typical pub meal. Seniors and children’s meals 
will be available and special weekly events such 
as ‘Parma’ and ‘Children Eat Free’ nights will be 
available. We hope that you are able to visit our 
Boolarra Community Hotel in the near future so 
you can experience what a family friendly com-
munity hotel is all about.

Some of the 150 community members celebrating the pur-
chase of the BCH spill outside the Hotel. The Boolarra Community Sign is erected minutes after the 

deal had been confirmed.

Our new Management Team - 
Robert Sealy - Head Chef, 

Shevaun Self - Assistant Manager 
and Josh Singh - General Manager.

Members of the Boolarra Community celebrate in the Bar of 
the Boolarra Community Hotel.

THE BOOLARRA COMMUNITY HOTEL
IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS

Mid-July snow 
Townsend Rd/Whitelaws Tk, Budgeree.

Floodwaters near Yinnar.

Winter Scenes
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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 
Committee unless acknowledged as 

such. 

No endorsement of products or services 
is implied by the listing of advertisers or 

sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the Committee 

takes no responsibility for errors.

THE BOOLARRA LINK 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Committee members are:
Luke Potter - President - Ph: 0418 530 682
Helen Seales - Treasurer 
Alan Hall - Secretary
Helen Seales - Advertising Officer
Sylvia Sauppe -Editor - Ph: 5169 6321
Alan Hall - Sub-editor
Alan Hall - Proof reading
Dave Holt - Proof reading
Roz Carstairs - Proof reading
Tammy Richards - Photographer Ph: 5169 6328

Feedback, articles, photos and correspondence 
can be provided via email to 

BoolarraLink@hotmail.com or by letter 
addressed to The Boolarra Link and dropped 

off with Gwenda or Roger at the 
Boolarra Post Office. 

Website: thelink.boolarra.vic.au

BOOLARRA LINK ADvERTISINg

Advertisements are in blocks of 8cm WIDE 
x 10cm HIGH

Blocks can be arranged side by side 
or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks - $28.00

Additional blocks $28.00

BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance.

BOOLARRA LINK AGM

To be held on
WEdnSdAy - 19 OCTOBER 2016

FROM 5:00 PM
at

Boolarra Community Hotel
ALL WELCOME 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE LINK TO CONTINUE

One Million Stars to End Violence; Star making 
workshop
When: Monday, 24 October 6:30pm to 8:30pm
Where: Multi Purpose Building, Cnr. Irving and 
Church Streets, Boolarra
Cost: $2.00 to cover material
Contact: RSVP Sylvia please on 5169 6321 or 
0488 488 354
All welcome to come and have go at making stars 
from ribbon, which will be used at the Common-
wealth Games on the Gold Coast. Enjoy a chat 
and cuppa at the same time. One Million Stars to 
End Violence is a love and peace filled community 
project. These beautiful stars are symbols of light, 
courage and solidarity to end all forms of violence, in-
cluding violence against women, bullying and racism.
The Million Stars project is an opportunity for us to 
be light and hope in the world and to make some-
thing beautiful and powerful together. We know that 
domestic violence, violence on our streets, racism and 
harassment is happening RIGHT NOW and often it 
is difficult to know what to do to help those who are 
suffering and to help prevent it.
The Million Stars project is an opportunity to remind 
each other that we CAN do something and not feel 
paralysed by all that is broken with humanity. The 
short-term goal is to weave one million stars and to 
display them at the Commonwealth Games on the 
Gold Coast in 2018 in Queensland, in partnership 
with the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games 
(GC2018) Arts and Cultural Program. The long-term 
goal is be light and courage for each other and not act 
violently with our words and actions, but with pas-
sion and generosity.
Every woven star reminds us that we have to MAKE 

peace and safe spaces and that it doesn’t just happen. 
Every star is a commitment to resist violence and 
revenge, to believe in forgiveness and healing. Ending 
violence is OUR responsibility, not one person, not 
one organisation or leader. Us. Everyone is welcome. 
Everyone matters. Boolarra Community Against 
Domestic Violence

Project founder, Maryann Talia Pau.
For more information on the project http://www.
onemillionstars.net/ 

River Road  
Electrical Services

Domestic, Rural
Industrial, 

Commercial
Bruce Craddock

Mobile: 0427 696 640

 rec 9532
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Boolarra Open Gardens 
2016.

Sunday november 6, 10:00am-4:30pm
 

Once again the Boolarra Open Gardens will be held. I have five 
gardens at the moment, but still need at least one or two more. 
I know this is short notice but for this to be worthwhile, I need 
these extra gardens. If you are an interested and think you would 
like to open, please feel free to contact me on 5169 6516 for more 
information. I hope that we can get enough gardens to make the 
day a success as over the years many community groups have 
benefited from the proceeds. I need at least six gardens for the 
day to go ahead. 

Jill Simmonds,
Coordinator Boolarra Open Gardens,

5169 6516.

BOOLARRA COMMUnITy 
dEVELOPMEnT GROUP 

The AGM for the BCDG was held on 18 August at the Multi Purpose Building 
and was a well-attended meeting. Our thanks go to Cr Darrell White for chair-
ing the meeting.
Our new policeman, Leading Senior Constable Matt Ryan attended and gave 
a brief outline of his role and expectations. He took time off from moving 
into the Police House to come and join us, so that was greatly appreciated. It 
is great for the community to have a young family man with such enthusi-
asm and understanding of small communities in the role. All the best for the 
future, Matt.
Barry Richards also provided a brief presentation on the Boolarra Commu-
nity Hotel. The project has faced a number of major obstacles, but they have 
been heartened by the support they have had from the community. Success for 
the Hotel is a two way street; the syndicate have to provide a good product in 
terms of a friendly enjoyable atmosphere providing the services the commu-
nity want, and the community have to get behind the Hotel and support it by 
going down for a meal and a friendly ale.
Reports were provided by the Chairperson, Rob Herni and the Treasurer, Jill 
White.
A new Committee was then duly elected, as follows:
Chair and Deputy Chair Rob Herni and      
    Wendy Wills
Secretary   Colin Brick
Treasurer   Jill White
Publicity   Deb Chanesman
Committee   Marietta Herni
    Doug Black
    Sue Webster
    Carol Craddock
    Jill Simmonds
     
It is great to have a couple of new people on the Committee.
We then broke for a lovely supper provided by Sue Webster.
Following is a copy of the Chairperson’s report which provides an interesting 
overview of the group’s activities over the past 12 months.
Colin Brick,
Secretary, BCDG.

BOOLARRA PONY CLUB TURNS 
‘50’ IN 2017

Saturday, 16 March 2017, 11:00am – 2:00pm
All past and present members, family members 
and Instructors are most welcome to attend our 
celebration.

Our Club is searching for photographs of past members and our 
Pony Club grounds. If you can help with any photographs or have 
any queries.

Please contact Sandra Mills on 0427 996 404.

 

Original prints, 
handmade gifts, greeting cards.

GALLERY OPENGALLERY OPEN
Park Road Art Studio & Gallery, Boolarra

near the footy oval.

Original prints, 
handmade gifts, greeting cards.

10:00am - 4:00pm 
Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 

October

as part of ‘Open Studios Latrobe’ 
A self-guided driving tour of 24 artist’s 

studios and galleries across the 
Latrobe Valley.

Open other times on request – please call

Phone: 03 5169 6240 
jennypeterson50@gmail.com
Web: jennypeterson.net.au

--

Antiques, Collectables,       
Farming Gear

- Goods Bought and Sold -
. . . Old bottles, household items etc. 

  Offering a service of garage and farm 
shed clean outs and clean ups for

 deceased estates.

Open Sat-Sun 10am to 4pm.

7 Christian St, Boolarra 
Follow us on Facebook!

Contact Phil: 0412 813 905
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Grand Ridge
Computer Services
* new & Custom Built Systems

* Malware & Virus Removal
* Software Sales & Installation

* Advice & Assistance
* Upgrades & Configuration

* System Maintenance
* notebooks & netbooks

* Parts & Peripherals
* Printer Consumables

Ph: 5169 6473
Mob: 0429 696 473
grcs@internode.on.net

P O Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

CHURCHILL HOT BREAD
For ALL your

BREAD & PASTRY
requirements

HOT PIES
Take-away Cappucino

& Lattes
Now available

CATERING AVAILABLE
Monday to Friday - 7am - 5:30pm
Saturday & Sunday - 7am - 2pm

5122 3255

Luke Potter met with Leading Senior Con-
stable Matt Ryan over a coffee one day not so 
long ago…
I understand that you grew up in Mor-
well. Where abouts? 
I grew up in Cristina St, just near Crinigan 
Rd. I lived there my first 23 years. My first 
rental house was in Franklin St. Spent a year 
there before my wife and I found a house in 
Yinnar, where we have lived ever since - until 
now.
When you were growing up in Morwell, you 
may have seen a few things change between 
then and now. What are the some of the 
bigger changes you have seen?
The biggest thing is that there doesn’t seem as many 
kids involved in sport. There’s a lot more people out 
of work. When we were growing up, everyone had a 
job at the power stations. Morwell had its own football 
competition - Morwell Saints, Morwell St Vincent’s, 
Morwell East, Morwell Tigers, Morwell Youth Club, 
Churchill and Hazelwood were the junior football 
teams. And then when you hit under 14’s, we would 
play Leongatha, Sale, I think Warragul. There were six 
or eight football teams. Traralgon had its own Football 
League and so did Moe. 
Now my son plays Under 10 for Yinnar. There’s only 
one football team in Morwell. Same in Moe. I still play 
basketball in Morwell, where I played my junior’s. 
Monday night was Under 12’s to Under 18’s. Friday 
night was under 8’s and under 10’s. Tuesday and Thurs-
days were your Seniors. Now we have four teams in the 
male adult competition - 4 teams that’s all. Under 10’s 
there are four teams with a mix of boys and girls. 
What sort of hobbies did you have as a kid?
I played tennis, football, had a crack at cricket, was 
pretty good at basketball. A typical kid riding our bikes 
up the bush, go fishing, surf lifesaver, loved going to 

the beach and surf. I was a nerd too. Would sit at home 
and read my books. It would be 3:00am still reading 
my book under the covers so that I didn’t disturb my 
brother with the light on. I’d have a go at anything. I 
liked science fiction and fantasy books, Dungeons and 
Dragons. It was fun growing up. You just need a good 
imagination.
did you like the Star Wars movies?
My Dad loved science fiction, so I got into Star Wars 
from that. I took my wife to see the Star War movies 
when they were digitally remastered. All my kids love 
the series. My favourites are the originals - episode 
four, five and six. ‘The Empire Strikes Back’ is my 
overall favourite I think. I didn’t mind the first three 
episodes. I read all of the books too. 
What is your favourite book of all time?
‘The Magician’, written by Raymond E Feist. It was the 
first book in a trilogy and he has gone on to write 14 
books about these two universes. He brought out an 
Anniversary Edition with an extra 40,000 words, so I 
have read that too.
do you have an eReader?
I prefer my books, but when we had our third child I 
had to pack up my library. So I have 4 x 200-litre tubs 

of books and I am working out where to store them. I 
have most of these on my iPad. It is my escape to de-
stress and relax. 
What attracted you to the Police Force, and what 
lead you to this point now?
I wanted to be an Air Force Pilot but I was then told 
I was too tall. If I could fly the Roulettes - PC9’s and 
I had to eject, I’d lose everything below the knees. I 
wanted to fly the FA18’s, and they said I’d probably end 
up flying the F1-11’s or the Hercules or the Orions so 
that wasn’t so good. Then I got into science - I wanted 
to be a genetic engineer. I wanted to cure the world. 
And then I looked into it and it was going to take a 
long time. 
My Grandfather was a police officer and had been for 
39 years - 36 years in Traralgon. He started the Traral-
gon and District Junior Football League. He started the 
Police Boys Football Club and Basketball Club (which 
I don’t think is around anymore). He said to me, “What 
about the Police Force?”.
I don’t have a clear memory of wanting to be in the 
Police Force. He would turn the siren on in Crinigan 
Rd and have photos of me in nappies sitting on the 
bonnet. This was when radio first came to the Valley 
for police cars. When he first started there were no 
radios - only whistles. 
So I had a try and they said I was too large. I worked 
in the Leisure Centre in Morwell at the time and spent 
a year in the gym. I dropped a lot of weight and got 
really fit. Ended up being fourth fittest in my squad. It 
was more them saying “No” to me at first that made me 
really want to do this. My Grandfather gave me my cap 
badge on the day I swore in, which I still have today. It 
was 30-something degrees when I graduated, and a few 
people fainted. 
What are your first impressions of Boolarra?
It is a great little town. Everyone is very welcoming. 
You know your neighbour. I have rostered myself on 
home game days so I can get to know everyone. The 
new pub is going to be fantastic. I am also helping out 
with a new BMX track.
What is the biggest challenge for Boolarra?
It’s a little bit early for me to say. For people to lock 
their cars and houses. And don’t walk away from your 
car when it is still running. Sometimes in Yinnar an 
out-of-towner would come in, maybe once a year, and 
clear out all of the cars. Lock your car and lock your 
house when you leave it. 
If there was a billboard in Railway Park what would 
you put on it?
“Welcome to Boolarra!”.
There is a lot of activity in the Park on the weekend. I 
would love to get a rail trail from Boolarra to Yinnar 
and then out to the Pondage. Wouldn’t it be great to 
ride to Morwell? 
There has been someone in the Police Station in 
Boolarra since 1908. I’d like to get the old watch-house 
books out and put them on display. 

Q & A with Leading Senior Constable Matt Ryan
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A lovely article from the Morwell Advertiser Fri-
day, 17 March 1911. The Mechanics referred to in 
the article is of course the Budgeree Hall. Opened 
in October 1910, this was one of the first commu-
nity events to be held at the Hall.. 
Budgeree.
The 10th inst. marked an epoch in our history, 
for on that day sports were inaugurated with 
one of the best picnics we have yet held. To say 
the day was fine is but faint praise, for if it had 
been in our power to order one, we could not 
have ordered one better. A bright sun, tempered 
by a cool breeze, left nothing to be desired. The 
ladies introduced a great amendment on for-
mer picnics, the refreshments being laid out in 
the Mechanics’ on long tables, which literally 
groaned with the splendid supply of edibles 
thereon, generously provided by the ladies, who 
vied with each other inattention to all. All were 
enjoying themselves, there was no need to ask, 
for the merry laughter of the young people, and 
the jokes of several wits was sufficient evidence. It 
was estimated that about 150 guests were present. 
The principal events were: 
Pitching the sheaf - W. O’Hara.
Stepping the chain - E. Hennedy.
Throwing at wicket - J. Simpson,
young ladies’ race - Miss I. Grant 1, Miss O.   
  Amiet 2, Miss A. Morrell 3.
Married ladies’ race-Mrs Yann.
Boys under 14 -Charlie Vinall 1,Archie Vagg 2,  
  Louis Amiet 3.
Boys under 10 - Dick Hall 1, Frank Deering 2,  
  Willie Simpson 3.
Girls under 14- Lily Truscott 1, Bella Polwarth 2,  
  Mary Elliott 3.
Girls under 10 - Violet Hall 1,Laura Amiet 2, 
  M. Truscott 3.

Maiden Plate, £1/10/- 
1st heat-G. Deppeler 1, F. Kittson 2. 
2ndheat-E. Penaluna 1, D. Latter 2.
3rd heat-W. Morrell 1, J. Smith 2. 
Semi-final- F. Kittson 1. 
Final- G. Deppeler 1, E. Penaluna 2.
Sheffield Handicap, of £2/1o/-
1st heat -V. Briggs 1, T. Deering 2. 
2nd heat-F. Kittson 1, D.Latter and A. Dowling 2. 
3rd heat-G. Deppeler 1, E. Penaluna 2. 
Semi-final-E. Penaluna 1. 
Final- W.Briggs 1, E. Penaluna 2.
Hurdle Race of, 1 -
1st heat-A. Fairbairn 1, S. Deppeler 2. 
2nd heat -T. Deering 1, A. Dowling 2,
3rd heat-W. Briggs 1, C Payne 2. 
Semi-final-A. Dowling 1. 
Final A. Fairbairn 1, T. Deering 2.
In the evening a most delightful ball was held in 
the Mechanics’, 40 couples ‘tripping the light fan-
tastic’ until the little stars peeped out; the night 
was as lovely as the day had been. Mr Kraemer, 
Sen. accompanied by Messrs Elliott and Deer-
ing, on their violins, discoursed sweet music. 
Messrs C. Pettavel, Kraemer, Jnr., and V. Wakely 
were M.C.’s, and kept the dances going with great 
spirit. The ladies kindly supplied sumptuous re-
freshments, all being well provided for. They and 
the Committee are to be heartily congratulated 
for the manner in which they managed the whole 
affair.
Upon 12th inst. Harvest Thanks-Giving was 
held in our Church (St. John’s). Several members 
of the congregation sent fruit, vegetables, and 
honey, which were most taste-fully displayed 

in the chancel, by the capable hands of 

Happy 80th Margaret Hall
A happy celebration took place on September 10 

at the Churchill Hotel to mark the 80th birthday of 
Margaret Hall of Budgeree. About 20 guests - fam-
ily and relatives  - enjoyed an excellent meal from a 
menu that includes classic pasta dishes, risotto and 
pepper steak; followed by the Black Forest birthday 
cake and complimentary strawberries and cream. It 
was yet another very cold Gippsland day but the at-
mosphere was very warm, cheerful and convivial in 
this most comfortable venue. After the main meal, 
Margaret presented an interesting short talk outlin-
ing some of her life stories to date - included are a 
couple of excerpts - first, on her early years: “My ear-
liest memories are of going shopping in our horse 
and buggy with my parents and also going to school 
in the horse and buggy. Mum would drive it when 
we went to Grey Street Primary at Traralgon. Later 
on when the school bus came we were able to get 
to school that way. It was World War 2 just after we 
started school and the Air Raid Shelter was across the 
road from the school and I remember having air raid 
practice in the Shelter. We later went to Traralgon 
Higher Elementary School but had to leave when 14 
years old as our Mother was ill and Mary and I were 
needed to help with farm work etc., no electricity in 
those days, so hand-milking about 60 cows took a 
while, everyone was needed.”
And later on, “I met Bruce at a dance in Traralgon, 

and apart from getting along well we both liked cat-
tle, especially Ayrshires. Bruce and I decided to keep 
going out together to dances and picture theatres. I 
really liked musicals: Doris Day was my favourite as 
sang beautifully and could dance and act so well. Af-
ter about two years we decided to get married. Our 
two Flower Girls are here and also Ross our Grooms-
man. Great to have them here. We have been mar-
ried 57 years last month, had four lovely children and 
have lived at Budgeree all those years, two different 
houses on the farm”. 
The talk also mentioned Margaret’s very active part 

in community life as long-term member of Boolarra 
CWA, Boolarra Historical Society, Red Cross, Bud-
geree Mother’s Club - and Religious Educator at Bud-
geree School, and Gippsland Ayrshire Cattle Club 
Secretary for many years. Finally Margaret thanked 
everyone for coming along and the Hotel for their 
hospitality and fine service, in helping to make it 
such a fulfilling day.

Alan Hall.

several ladies and gentlemen. The Rev. E. Walker 
officiated, and delivered an instructive and stir-
ring address. Speaking to all, old and young, he 
commended to his hearers the cardinal virtues - 
faith, hope, patience Marked attention pervaded 
the whole service.
St John’s Church stood next to the Hall on the left 
side and was unfortunately burnt to the ground 
during the 1944 bushfires.

Phone: 5169 6754 Mobile: 0409 356 480

J.H. Fox
Licensed R.E.C 3822

Electrical Contractor

Stove &Hot Water 
Repairs & Service

Rural & Domestic
Property Maintenance
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We help people across Gippsland design 
and build their own websites. We can 
help you build, or we can build a website 
completely for you. 

Global experience, local people. 
Reasonable rates.

Web Design

Contact Luke now

0418 530 682

luke@charlie-mac.com
web.charlie-mac.com

Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
 

Rob Franssen & dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

If no Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal

Flowers perfect for every occasion
We deliver beautiful fresh flowers to all areas of the 

Latrobe Valley and beyond. 

We also carry a range of giftware including: 
Scarves, Plants, Jewellery, Organic 
Raw Chocolates, Bags, Vases, 
Greeting Cards and more.

Call Lynn on Ph: 51353778
www.flowersinthevalley.com.au
email: lynn@flowersinthevalley.com.au
186 Commercial Road, Morwell
(At Manny's Market entrance)

Vale John William Somers
08/11/1973 – 15/07/2016

John was born at the Dandenong Hospital, and grew up in the family home at Hallam.
He played basketball, cricket, and football, in his teens prior to starting work in the family house 
moving business with his father Bill. His father died in 2000, after which John purchased a tipper and 
started work as a sub contractor for a large plant hire company, working on the Eastlink project for 
the majority of its construction.
In 2001 whilst in Mirboo North, he saw a property for sale in Boolarra. Having never been to Bool-
arra, he thought, “why not go and have a look”. The rest is history. He took one look at the park in 
Boolarra and was immediately hooked. He went up to the property in Bunderra Drive, walked onto 
the property and stood there speechless, looking at the view. This was compounded by the fact that 
this small community had a Folk Festival, of which John attended as often as he could.
He purchased the property and soon after started work on the classroom module, that was to become 
‘The Shack’, of which he proudly called his home. Work commitments stopped him being here as 
much as he would have liked, but every spare weekend he was there, commenting on the sheer seren-
ity of it all.
The entire family was able to spend a very heart-warming and magical Xmas at his place in 2014. 
John will always be at Boolarra, as the property will be kept within the family, to continue his dream, 
and create new ones.
He gained many friends within the community, and will be dearly missed. He is survived by his Mum 
Lorraine, his sister Leigh, as well as his other sister Sharron, and ‘bro’ Phil, who are left with a hole in 
their lives hard to fill.
“RIP Johnno”.

CARdS 500 and 
CHESS CLUB

LOVE TO PLAy 500 
(beginners or advanced) OR CHESS?
Then join us in the Boolarra Multi Purpose Building 
(next to the Kindergarten) from 7:00pm till 9:00pm 
every fortnightly Monday, except for public holidays. 
nEXT dATES 
Monday 19 September; Monday 3 October and fort-
nightly Mondays thereafter.
Any other board-gamers are also welcome to come 
and play with other enthusiasts. BYO 
games. Light supper provided.
Donations - per head to cover costs 
appreciated. 
Enquiries: 0488 055 574/0427 696 640

Save the date
The Budgeree Hall Committee cordially invites you to the

Budgeree Christmas Tree
Friday 9 December 2016

Fun starts at 8:00pm.
Santa visits at 9:15pm.

Music by Ken & Alice Ray

Raffle, supper, games, dancing.
Fun for all ages

 Budgeree Hall, Roys Rd.Budgeree.
Enquires Leanne 0429 111 192
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Vale Betty Helliwell
09/05/1922 - 03/07/2016 

Betty Helliwell, long time resident of Boolarra, passed 
away on 3 July 2016. The following is part of the eulogy 
read at her funeral. 

In 2013 Betty wrote a little of her life story for the 
U3A newsletter and I would like to share some of this 
with you as well as expand on some of what she has 
written.
Betty was welcomed into the world by her parents 
Violet and Jim Couper on 9 May, 1922. Betty writes, 
“I was born in May, 1922. Following an argument 
between the local doctor and the bush nurse I ended 
up being born at home. 
“My family lived on a farm at Mardan and I was the 
older of two children. My brother Bill and I were great 
friends until his death a few years ago. I remember 
one occasion when the friendship was strained; Bill 
hated waiting for me while my mother plaited my long 
hair before we set out on our mile walk to school. One 
day he dared me to cut my plaits off....and of course I 
accepted the dare. I had cut off the first plait before I 
realised perhaps it was not the best course of action; 
my parents were not pleased” ...Betty remembered 
well it was some two weeks before her father spoke to 
her. 
Given the nearest High School at that time was in 
Leongatha, which was too far away for Betty to attend, 
she stayed at home for a time and writes, “I was keen 
to see the world ...so I set off for Melbourne”. 
These were the days when boarding houses were com-
mon places of accommodation and Betty along with 
friends boarded together. Betty worked in various jobs 
and she writes, “I was prepared to take any job. I liked 
the sound of the job as a packer, it sounded safe and 
clean”. Young Betty was in for quite a shock when she 
discovered it entailed putting soiled clothing onto a 
large safety pin and recalls that she left at morning tea 
time. Betty soon found work with a well-to-do family 
tending to household chores and anything else that 
needed to be done. 
Betty goes on to write, “My brother had joined the 
army by this time and every year during the heavy 
milking season, I went home to help. Then I met some 

girls from the army; they told me what a good time 
they were having, so I joined up and stayed just over 
three years. I couldn’t walk out on this job”. 
Betty served with the 10th Anti-Aircraft Unit writing, 
“I was sent to ‘rookie’ school to learn the army rules 
and of course I had to have a short haircut. In spite of 
my lack of a formal education I managed to qualify for 
the anti-aircraft unit which I found interesting. 
“After twelve months training at Coode Island, I was 
moved to Townsville and later to the Atherton Table-
lands”. I was part of a special crew that predicted the 
spot in space where the missile and the plane would 
collide and I was responsible for collating and enter-
ing the meteorological data which came in every 
morning.
“When the War ended I found I was eligible for 
retraining and a friend persuaded me that I should re-
train as a dress maker and then set up business sewing 
for remote farm families in Queensland. This seemed 
like a good idea and on completing my training I pur-
chased a dress maker’s model named Chloe, named 
after the painting in Young and Jackson’s with the ten 
pounds I was granted to purchase equipment and had 
a holiday at home”.
While Betty never set up the sewing business in 
Queensland, her skills were fully utilised where she 
was employed in a factory as a seamstress to do piece 
work, which meant you were paid by how much work 
you produced, regardless of the time. 
Betty writes, “Instead of going to Queensland, I mar-
ried and brought up five children”.
As you can imagine life was full for Betty with five 
small children to raise, keeping home and house, do-
ing the myriad of things mums do, as well as sewing 
for her family. 
Like most households at that time Betty had her 
weekly routine, Tuesdays was shopping, Saturdays 
were washing days and also the day the kids lined up 
to have their hair washed. Betty was also her family’s 
personal hairdresser, cutting the family member’s hair 
in the common ‘bowl style’ cut. Come Sunday every-
one looked forward to the traditional roast lunch she 
cooked .
In between all of this Betty was involved with the 
schools Mother’s Club, the Penguin Club where she 
served as their President for a time and the Lapidary 
Club; and children remember well going on rock-find-
ing missions with their parents. Once Betty’s five had 
left school she returned to the work force but not be-
fore getting her driver’s licence. Now in her mid 40’s, 
Betty was employed at Hobson’s Park in their sewing 
room, and as Betty says, “If something could be made, 
I made it”. At morning break Betty would head for the 
‘brew’ room where she was the only female. While 
Betty enjoyed being surrounded by the men, she 
ensured that her head was in the newspaper pretend-
ing to read, but all the while she was really listening 
to their conversations, which she enjoyed. This was a 
fond memory Betty recalled, when, in Bupa, she came 
across one of the men who remembered well Betty 
reading the paper. He mentioned that many was the 
time he would love to have put a match to her news-

paper. What fun this would have created....or not!!
Betty was employed at Hobson’s Park until retiring 
and like most retirees continued to keep busy. Betty 
purchased a block of land at Boolarra upon which her 
brother Bill built her house. 
Settling into her home, life continued to be full and 
she was involved in a number of organisations; the 
Spinners and Weavers Club, Weight Watchers, Histor-
ical Society, the LV Quilters and the local Bowls Club, 
where Betty instigated the sewing of a 4000-piece 
patchwork quilt with other members. Betty was 
awarded a Lifetime Membership of the Bowls Club 
and the Lapidary Club. 
Betty also shared her talents and skills with others and 
volunteered her time teaching patchwork at Morwell 
Scope. Fundraising for the clubs she belonged to, 
Betty’s delicious pots of jam were popular with many 
in the Boolarra area. 
Betty loved living in Boolarra and living nearby was 
her daughter Beth. She joined her mum in many of 
these activities. The two did much together and most 
Saturday nights Betty enjoyed a game or two of Scrab-
ble with Beth and Harry. Being an avid reader and 
having a very good vocabulary, Betty was not lost for 
words to use when playing the game.  
Aside to enjoying her many interests Betty also house-
sat for an elderly couple who lived in Chinchilla. Trav-
elling there and back Betty ensured she had company 
on the drive ....her stuffed stocking doll. Mind you this 
didn’t stop her from picking up hitchhikers along the 
way, which is testament to the trusting and generous 
lady she was.
Betty writes that she was persuaded to acquire a com-
puter by her cousin and given they both couldn’t use it 
she sought out lessons saying “I failed miserably”. The 
instructor then suggested that Betty might like to try 
lessons at U3A, which she did ...and again she says she 
failed miserably. But all was not lost, Betty says “There 
was a noisy laughing group across the passage and I 
had a look and asked if I could join. It was the U3A 
craft group and they invited me in. I have enjoyed it 
ever since and there is still much noise and laughter”. 
I’m sure Betty’s humour, and quick wit created much 
of the noise and laughter not only with this group but 
also amongst her family and friends.
There is so much more we could say about Betty, but 
how do you put her lifetime into just a few moments, 
it’s impossible, and Betty being Betty wouldn’t want us 
to. At the end of the day what is so important to say 
is that Betty lived life fully, she brightened everyone’s 
day by bringing a smile to your face. 
What a wonderful legacy Betty leaves in her five chil-
dren, 11 grandchildren and 20 great grandchildren. 
Betty passed away at Bupa Aged Care on 3 July 2016, 
aged 94.
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Knitting Yarns by Mail
Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au

Your one stop shop for the very best yarns,
knitting patterns, needles & accessories

Dolls wigging & mohair for Santas & craft

FREE catalogue now available
Yarns include silk, cotton, bamboo, wool, mohair,

alpaca, cashmere & sock yarns from leading brands -
Patons, Cleckheaton, Panda, Noro, 
Debbie Bliss, Heirloom, Eki Riva, 
Lana Gatto, Shepherd, Jo Sharp

plus our own exclusive range of hand dyed mohair yarn

114 Fox & Fanckes Rd, Boolarra Sth 3870
Open by appointment only

Online orders delivered free to Boolarra street addresses

stokesay@bigpond.com 
Ph. Alison - 0408 992 927

Memorial Service for 
George ‘Charlie’ Roy 
30/4/1925 – 17/08/2016
On Monday, 22 August a crowd of many gathered at 
the Christ Church, Boolarra to farewell their much 
loved friend and family member Charlie. In a tradi-
tional Anglican funeral service, Charlie was fondly 
remembered with the slide presentation of photos cov-
ering his 91 years. Readings were offered during the 
service by second and third granddaughters, Jessica 
Roberts and Katie Ridenour. The eulogy was deliv-
ered by his first Granddaughter Danni Gitsham (nee 
Allen). It told of his life in Budgeree, his 
love of his farming, particularly for the 
dairy cattle and their breeding, but above 
all his love for his family and his devoted 
wife Natalie. A respected member of the 
Mirboo North Lodge, Charlie was also 
offered a Masonic Lodge Service as part 
of his farewell.
In a fitting tribute to Charlie, his Grand-
son Phil, with help from other family and 
friends spent the days after his passing re-
storing his 1953 Commer. From a seized 
engine to a rough idle in just 3 days, 
Charlie was carried from the gates of the 
Hazelwood Cemetery to his final resting 
place on the back of the Commer with a 
few bales of hay and his much loved push 
bike, chauffeured by his life-long friend 
Edgar Owen.
 Refreshments were offered at the Boolarra Football 
Netball Club on conclusion of the service, with some 
of Charlie’s keepsakes on offer for all to view and share 
stories of a life well lived and a man well loved.
The family, Natalie, Marjorie, Chris and their fami-
lies wish to extended their heartfelt thanks for all the 
cards, phone calls, messages and visits offered at the 
news of Charlie’s passing.

Vale George ‘Charlie’ Roy – 
30/4/1925 – 17/08/2016

Grandad always said that a good funeral was short 
with a good spread. Forgive me Grandad, I’m strug-
gling with the short but such a long enriched life de-
serves a good yarn.
George Charles Roy, affectionately referred to as 

‘Charlie’ was born on Thursday 30 April, 1925 in Mor-
well making Budgeree his home. Budgeree means ‘A 
good place’ and Charlie agreed with this. Grandad of-
ten commented that he had seen so much in his trav-
els, but the rolling hills of home took some beating. 

The armchair in the bay window of his home had one 
of the best views in Grandad’s eyes.
Born the only son to Allan and Annie Roy his life was 

all about farming and family. Allan, Charlie’s Uncles 
and once he was old enough Charlie set about clearing 
the land to establish one of the finest Jersey and pig 
farms in Gippsland. 
 Charlie’s pride regarding this achievement was no 

more evident than when he shared an article from a 
vintage Farm Magazine. The story, titled ‘From Brack-

en and Logs to Jersey’s and Hogs’ told of the family’s 
toil to achieve such success. From a young age Charlie 
always worked on the family farm, together with his 
mother and father. He had a keen interest in the cows 
and their breeding. Grandad would even drag his kids 
to visit Jersey studs when they were away on holidays. 
He attended school at the local Budgeree School, but 
Grandad said he “never went much on that”. With a 
mind for mathematics, manual arithmetic was his 
strong point, but spelling never his strength. “Enough 
to get by I guess”, he often commented when asked 
about his school days.
As Grandad told in his interview he finished school at 

age 14 years and spent his time from that day on work-
ing the land in Budgeree. His outlet was his involve-
ment with the Cricket Club. He enjoyed his cricket 
and by all accounts was quite an accomplished wicket 
keeper for many years. A dapper young man, he also 
enjoyed the local dances and it was here, at a local 
dance in 1946 that he set eyes upon his beloved Na-
talie. They courted for some time with a few hiccups 
in the middle, but Grandad’s love for Narnie couldn’t 
be defied and they overcome the barriers and finally 
married in 1953. Grandad was an incredibly patient 
man and even waited three quarters of an hour at the 
church for Narnie on their wedding day.
Together they continued the dairy and pig farming, 

while raising their beautiful family. Charlie’s Mother 
and Father were not far from them showing Charlie 
placed family above all else. Grandad told us he retired 
from Cricket when “Mother was expecting Marjie”. 
During Natalie’s pregnancy he discovered that things 
went better when he took her a cup of tea first thing 
in the morning. Marjorie arrived in 1955, followed by 
Allan in ’57 and Christine in ’58 and the next gen-
eration of farmers were just as enthusiastic and often 
seen by his side out in the paddock. Charlie and Nat 
continued to care for Charlies Mother Annie until her 
passing day, so for many years lived with three genera-
tions in the one house. Charlie’s faith saw them attend 
church most weeks, but other than that, outings were 

Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water. We 

specialise in premium quality
systems, backed up by old-fashioned

Customer Service.

LocaL company - based in 
mirboo north

Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add	value	to	your	home
•	 Save $$$ by feeding power into the grid
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
        call andy now for a Free in-home quotation

phone: 0405 139 169
andrew@gippslandsolar.com.au

       www.gippslandsolar.com.au

       ✴ Solar Power  ✴ Solar Hot Water



Page:  9   The Boolarra Link - September 2016

few - to town to transact business and collect groceries 
about once a month, attending local shows and visit-
ing friends for Sunday lunches. A highlight for Charlie 
was when his mother, Annie, cut the ribbon to turn on 
the power to Budgeree in 1966. Other memorable mo-
ments in his years as a farmer include:
- Taking trips to Melbourne in the old Commer 

to show pigs at the Royal Melbourne Show each year.
- Losing his cool for one of two times in his life 

and breaking a toe kicking a bull who tried to charge 
him.
- A run in with Mr Pither and the CFA after the 

bush ‘accidentally’ got set alight!
It was a lifetime of hard work, good times and family. 

However it wasn’t without its challenges with the loss 
of their house in a fire and the darkest time coming 
in December of 1974. The tragic passing of his much 
loved son Allan broke his heart and made every day 
after that so hard. The strength of his character and the 
love for his family and his dearest Natalie pulled him 
through these dark days, as did the support and love 
of his lifelong neighbours and friends. We all know, a 
dairy farm doesn’t allow days off. After this time life 
was lived by Charlie appreciating all that he had each 
and every day, because “you never know what’s around 
the corner”. Much to his delight, Chris shared his pas-
sion for farming and Charlie was proud to have her 
work beside him on the farm.
In 1979, the arrival of Charlie’s first grandchild, a son, 

Phil born to Chris, soothed his aching heart. With each 
grandchild who arrived, his life and heart filled further 
with love. Myself born in 1981 and then Jessica arrived 
in March 1985, the eldest daughter of Marjie and John 
who were residing in the USA. This time marked the 
beginning of Charlie and Nat’s retirement, their shift 
to the ‘top of the hill’ and many trips across the pa-
cific. In 1987 Katie arrived and Grandad thought that 
was all of his Grandchildren. Much to his happiness 
another beautiful girl arrived in 1995 - Tamsin born to 
Chris and Jamie.
 During his retirement Charlie established a new rou-

tine, which didn’t include taking Narnie a cuppa each 
morning. As always his love for a veggie garden kept 
him outside in all sorts of weather tending to planting, 
preparing and harvesting his goodies. He took great 
pride in his home and the gardens and in 2008 the 
purchase of a new ride-on lawn mower was of much 
delight to him. Until even the most recent times, Char-
lie took to the vermin who interfered with his garden 
with little remorse. Setting rabbit traps was a favour-
ite choice and after one lot went missing, Charlie’s 
resourcefulness saw him acquire several more from a 
neighbour. He tended his beef cows and generally en-
joyed his time on the hill. Pottering around on his trac-
tor and known to possess a box of matches during the 
cooler months; smoke signals from the bush was a sign 
to all that he was fine.
Due to their strong family connections, the next 26 

years were filled with travels to and around America, 
Fiji, Asia, and New Zealand and locally from the very 
tip top of North-West Western Australia, to the far east 
coast of Gladstone and many points in between. Along 

with Natalie, they loved to escape the cold and harsh 
South Gippsland winters to the warmer climates and 
return just as the daffodil’s and wattles began to bloom. 
Grandad witnessed his five grandchildren succeed-

ing in their chosen fields, being ever so proud of us 
all. He was especially pleased that we chose such great 
partners, who he welcomed to the family as his own. 
Phil and Julia shared his passion for farming and were 
always close by and helped out whenever needed, al-
lowing Roys Road to remain Grandad’s permanent ad-
dress. He was forever grateful for that. 
The last seven years he has savoured everyday as the 

magnum opus unfolded, his great grandchildren. “The 
grandies are good, but the great grandies take the 
cake!” he was heard to say on many an occasion. Ol-
ivia, Josh, Sienna, Ryan and Angus’ lives have all been 
enriched by Grandad’s influence and while he provid-
ed them with a huge sense of family, each and every 
one of them brought him joy beyond words.
The Boolarra Football Club was another source of 

great joy for Grandad during his early retirement. He 
enjoyed following them around to most games and 
then later the home games. He always looked forward 
to the two biggest grudge matches of the year - against 
Yinnar and Mirboo North. Golf and Bowls replaced 
milking cows, and while he would tell you he was nev-
er much of a sports man, both games came easily to 
him. He won the Veteran’s Championship at golf five 
years running and many trophies in bowls, even in-
cluding a few with his gorgeous wife. He made many 
good friends through his involvement in both games. 
His other main sports interest was his beloved Mag-
pies. As one-eyed as they come, he was always ready 
for a banter about the football or to discuss their woe-
ful or outstanding performance the night before. A 
stirring rendition of the theme song at his 90th birth-
day in April last year was a testament to his love of the 
club. “Go the Pies”!
Grandad watched the changes unfold before him. 

From horse and dray, the grey Fergie, the one-thirty-
five and mechanical square baler, to the final years of 

the big New Holland and round baler. All the time, 
marvelling at the horsepower of the equipment and 
how far it had come from those early days when all 
was done by hand and horse. Harvest time really was 
one of his favourite times of the year and he was al-
ways happiest in his work boots. Grandad had told us 
he wanted to go in his work boots and he tried pretty 
hard to do this when he put the one-forty-eight tractor 
through the back of the hayshed in 2011. It was around 
this time that he decided to hang up those boots. He 
had struggled through the last harvest and the physi-
cal labour of running the acreage was just too much at 
age 86. Regardless of his official secondary retirement 
he couldn’t keep away and would still be seen around 
the harvest paddock if only delivering a cuppa in his 
ute and giving advice on the tension of bales. Grandad 
continued to keep his sense of humour and would of-
ten have a cheeky chuckle at crude jokes over a good 
spread after the hay had made it safely into the shed.
He maintained his connection with the local groups 

he had been involved with for many years: Lodge, 
the Boolarra Historical Society and more recently the 
Happy Wanderers. Grandad’s last outing before tak-
ing ill was a trip to Lakes Entrance, escorted by his 
life-long friends Edgar and Edith Owen. He enjoyed 
this weekend very much. The Strzelecki Stringbusters 
were also a source of great fun to Charlie in his twilight 
years and to his joy they visited him during his long 
hospital stay in July this year.
Made from a fabric that was truly one in a million, 

Charlie will be remembered by all as a true gentleman 
whose word meant something and his handshake was 
a guarantee. We will always remember his ever present 
smile, his happy nature, his welcoming arms and most 
importantly the lessons that he taught us all.
Godspeed good friend, fly free, your departure has left 

a hole in us all that will never mend, but we all know 
you are now at peace. We love you Grandad.
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Boolarra Store
9-11 Tarwin Street Boolarra

Eat in or take away
Catering available

*Light meals *Coffee *Cakes *Fresh sandwiches & rolls 
*Fish & Chips *Burgers *Bakery pies, pasties, sausage rolls *Roast beef & gravy rolls
*Fresh bakery bread *Milk *Papers *Grocery items *Smokes *Gifts *Ice *Gas Bottles

Café open for breakfast, lunch, dinner
Hours: Mon-Fri open 6:00am. Weekends and holidays open 8:00am 

Phone 5169 6452 

The Threatened Species 
Project is well underway 
with fencing completed on 
some farms. We held a very 
successful fencing work-

shop with Fred and Keith as the fencing 
demonstrators. It was a very cold day so 
Fred's big shed was a great venue and the 
fire cooked beaut spuds! We still have 
some fencing to get done and are looking 
for helpers, so let Malcolm Grant know 
if you can assist. On Tuesday, 30 August 
there will be a talk in the Hall at 7:00pm 
about the species that are under threat 
locally, so come along and support this 
event.
National Tree Day went well with lots of trees planted along the Rail Trail. The children from the 
school managed the long walk in and out of the site and enthusiastically planted the trees and put 
the guards around them. John, Robern and Judi fed them well so they enjoyed the day. The adults 
and more children planted on Sunday so the site is looking quite good. We had a good response to 
this event on social media, but could have accommodated more of you on Sunday!

Denise Schiller.

Fred showing Malcolm 
his fence! 

National Tree Day-you can see where 
we’ve been along the Rail Trail.

AROUnd THE TRAPS...
Mrs. Wombat, chair of the APA, called for order as she 

opened the meeting. “Item one to be discussed is the altera-
tion of ownership of the watering hole down the busy road”.
Mrs. Ibis squawked “Yes those humans are going to get the 

place to be a hive of activity. Every one of us will need to be 
doubly careful on the human runways, they can’t use them 
properly now, so what’s in store in the near future?”
Mrs. Rabbit, who had just popped out from a sleep said 

“Everything will be ok; the new man in black will set things 
straight.” Mrs. Kanga hopped up, “Have you seen the giant 
buck up on the top trail, stands at least seven feet standing 
on its tail, good looking too?”
Now, Mrs. Wombat said, “Keep your mind on the meeting”. 
“The men are doing a slow job of our animal census, said 

Mrs. Wombat, but it looks like the wallaby species is boom-
ing”.
Mrs. Lyrebird flapping her wings cried out, “Can’t some-

thing be done about all the trees and ferns going, it’s hard to 
find a secure nesting place?”
“Yes, confirmed Mrs. Fox the SW looks like a desert, you 

can see the next kingdom”. Mrs. Echidna, who had cause to 
visit Railway Park for a party, spoke out that those machines 
the humans use nearly took her out trying to cross the trail.
“Land Sakes” slithered Mrs. Snake, “it’s hard to move around 

these days, more mud than dirt, but it makes it easy to slide 
down the hills”.
Mrs. Owl hooted, “Oh Mrs. Kanga, do you think your city 

cousins will do as well without their stars of old?” 
 Mrs. Kanga replied ”Who knows - time will tell, Mrs. Owl.”
 Mrs. Eagle, who is extremely wise and sees everything, 

chirps up with it being lighter longer and our small fry will 
be out later, so we will need to retrain them to be safe on or 
near the tracks.
Mrs. Emu said, “The mail is longer to sort for the reason, 

families with PO Boxes are not getting their mail addressed 
to the PO Box number, therefore requiring a second sort and 
RMB numbers went out 10+ years ago. SO PLEASE attend to 
and use PO Box numbers or rural numbers”.

Boolarra South Landcare Group
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Landcare Project
Have you got an idea for a Landcare project? 

Expressions of Interest for individuals, landholders and groups in the 
West Gippsland region are now open!
Projects can be to revegetate land, fence off waterways, conduct land 
trials, protect remnant vegetation and more. 
If you’re interested in undertaking and receiving support for a land 
management project please submit an EOI here http://www.wgcma.
vic.gov.au/getting-involved/landcare/landcare-expression-of-interest-
application
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
Kathleen Brack, Regional Landcare Program Officer 
 03 5613 5966 or 0428 619 671
 email: kathleenb@wgcma.vic.gov.au 
Stay informed, sign up to our Catchment Snapshot Newsletter.

In July the group lunched at Carla's 
with lovely soup and other good 
things. In August there was a trip to 
‘Garden World’ which is almost all 
undercover and has a nice cafe for 
lunch. The orchids were really worth 
seeing, so much variety and colour. 
Some found other unusual plants and 
a most enjoyable day ensued. Gardens 
are still not at their best and it is wet 
underfoot so we try a few alternative 
ideas over Winter. We are taking ad-
vantage of the Boolarra Development 
Group's trip to ‘Tesselar's Tulips’ in 
September and looking forward to 
seeing the beautiful display. Plans 
for October are underway with a 
scheduled visit to gardens in Heyfield 
and Sale on the agenda. Boolarra Open Gardens 
Day is planned for November so we hope there 
are some lovely local gardens to explore. There 
is plenty of colour and 
beauty in Boolarra all year 
round. Look around as you 
travel the town and you 
will admire the diversity 
of plant life on view. If 
you would like to join the 
Garden Club contact Jill 
Simmonds, all garden lov-
ers welcome.

Denise Schiller,
Garden Club.

BOOLARRA GARDEN CLUB

Pictures of some of the winter colour 
to be found in local gardens.
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The Sydney 2000 Olympic 
torch took its inspiration from 
the Sydney Opera House, the 
blue of the Pacific Ocean and 

the boomerang. It is made of three layers of dif-
ferent materials. The inside layer is made of stain-
less steel and contains the fuel system. The blue 
middle layer is made of anodised aluminium and 
contained the fuel reservoir

The outer layer is made of 
treated aluminium. These 
three layers represented earth, 
water and fire. The emblem 
of the Games is featured at 
the top of the torch. The torch 
had a safety system. If it was 
turned upside down or lay on 
the ground for more than 10 
seconds, it would go out im-
mediately. 
Lit in Olympia, the flame was 
carried by relay for about 10 
days in Greece. The relay then 
visited 12 island countries and 
territories of Oceania, begin-
ning with Guam, where the 
flame landed on 22 May. In 
New Zealand the flame kicked 
off on 5 June in the snow of 
Coronet Peak, Queenstown on 
the South Island. It ended on 7 June in Auckland, 
on the North Island. 
On 8 June, the flame reached Yulara in Australia 
near Uluru. Nova Peris-Kneebone ran the first leg 
of the relay. The flame travelled the country for 
100 days passing through 1000 towns and sub-
urbs. On 8 August the torch relay came through 
Morwell and Russell McGlade carried the torch 
through the main street of Morwell. ‘Rusty’ was 
nominated by the community of Boolarra to be 
a participant in the relay to recognise his signifi-
cant voluntary work for the Boolarra community. 
The community of Boolarra had a fundraiser in 
the form of a comedy skit at the Boolarra Club 
Hotel. After many rehearsals, ‘Rinse the Blood off 
my Toga’ and ‘The Full Monty’ were performed 
in front of a packed house. The money raised 

bought the Olympic 
Relay Torch that Rusty 
carried. 
My husband Dave offered to design and build 
a case for the torch. However various events 
intervened and Dave was unable to complete the 
task. I went to Morwell Art and Framing - Lee 
and Rod - and talked to them about designing a 
suitable case for the torch. 
Ben Prior - Joy and Cliff ’s son - worked on the 
design and construction for many months and 
the end result is magnificent. I thank the Boolar-
ra Community Development Group for agreeing 
to cover the cost. I will ensure the torch is able 
to be viewed by as many local people as possible 
before it hangs in its final place. 

Roz Carstairs.

Russell McGlade carrying 
Olympic Torch, Commercial Rd 

Morwell.

A beautiful, special keepsake: 
-the framed Sydney Olympic 

Relay Torch. 

SydnEy OLyMPICS 2000 
TORCH RELAy 
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2016 has been a year of change and transition for 
us. We have gained some new members and lost 
some old friends. We were particularly saddened 
by the news of the passing of our longtime mem-
ber and contributor Charlie Roy. He was a regular 
at our meetings and excursions. We relied on him 
for dairy information and stories of Budgeree. 
We are privileged to have his photos and records 
of the pioneering Roy family. Our condolences go 
to Natalie his wife and his family who will miss 
him greatly.
Perhaps it was the memory of that other El Nino 
summer in 2009 that turned our attention to tim-
ber and bushfires earlier in the year. We were for-
tunate to have a guest speaker, Murray Ferguson, 
who is a historian of the Baw Baw region and has 
written a book about the small gold and timber 
town of Tanjil Bren. Murray’s family worked in 
the sawmilling industry at Tanjil Bren. His talk 
focused on the 1939 fires in which over 70 peo-
ple died in Victoria. The fires damaged towns, 
settlements and destroyed large forest reserves of 
Victoria. Gippsland was especially badly affected. 
The Forestry Commission made radical changes 
to its practices. The scale of the fires was captured 
in the Forestry Department film Mr Ferguson 
showed. Mills were set up throughout the Baw 
Baw ranges to retrieve what timber was undam-
aged. In the Tanjil area temporary rail or tram-
ways helped move the salvageable trees to milling 
sites in the impossibly steep terrain. The little 
town of Tanjil Bren, which once teemed with 

timber workers, 
is now a tourist 
haven especially in 
the snow season, 
but its permanent 
population is 
below 10. It was 
intriguing to see 
the transforma-
tion of the terrain 
shown through 
photographs.

Those same 1939 fires caused the Dyer family of 
Gembrook to move further east to the Baw Baws 
in that same retrieval process. As the clearance 
progressed saw millers had to look for newer 
coups especially after WW2 when the demand 
for housing rose. The next move was to the 
east Strzeleckis and the township of Boolarra. 
Geoff Dyer, one of the first post war graduates 
in Forestry, came with his father and brother to 
Boolarra to start a new mill on the Foster Road in 
the early 1950’s. This mill processed wood from 
the nearby Gunyah district and grew to employ 
around 20 local workers, supplying housing and 
farming timber to the Latrobe Valley and hill-
towns of the Morwell River and the Tarwin. Geoff 

Dyer’s oldest son Maurice, who worked 
many years with his father, came to our 
April meeting and using some photos 
showed how the mill functioned. The 
size of the logs to be processed was 
astounding and the timber processing 
required eternal vigilance. Maurice ex-
plained how Geoff senior himself was 
caught in the saw and sustained severe 
injuries. As forestry conditions changed 
and demand slackened the family 
moved out of sawmilling to housing 
and gardening supplies. The mill shut 
in the 1980’s and its timber allotment was bought 
by Drouin Timber Mill. Now it's memory is 
preserved in a beautiful nature reserve created by 
the labour and love of the Boolarra South Land-
care Group. The fear of bush fire has passed for 
this season though it is easily stirred by the smell 
of smoke. Our thanks and appreciation go to our 
two fire and timber-savvy speakers.
We moved from land to sea in June and learnt of 
a boat called Shangri-La, which has an extraor-
dinary history in this part of the world. Owned 
by new local Phil Robins and his partner, it sits 
at Western Port in a less than perfect state but 
has such a pedigree and provenance that he has 
spent many hours renovating and researching the 
path it has taken during its long life. It began as a 
pleasure launch built in 1938 for Howard Smith, 
the accountant from Arnotts, to take wealthy 
business clients and friends around Sydney 
Harbour. During the war it was used by the Coast 
Guard and the Police to check the Harbour. Being 
adjusted and converted for war service to around 
60 feet and able to carry around 12 passengers, it 
sailed up the Australian East Coast. Then in 1942 
it was commandeered to act as part of the Small 
Ships Fleet for the American Navy’s use in the 
battle against the Japanese fleet in the Pacific. Af-
ter the fall of Indonesia and the Philippines to the 
Japanese, General Macarthur fled to Darwin and 
then moved his headquarters between Sydney, 
Melbourne and Townsville, Queensland.
 One of a few thousand such small 
boats, Shangri La took supplies and 
personnel to Papua New Guinea 
and islands in the Pacific for the 
rest of the war. Named ‘Mission X’, 
the use of these small boats meant 
that they were less of a target for 
the bombing raids by the Japanese 
and could manoeuvre easily be-
tween islands and up inlets. Sadly 
they brought back the wounded 
and the dead too. Those who sailed 
in these boats were usually too 
young or too old to join the Navy 
or had injuries. Earlier this year 

Phil was invited to a commemoration dinner for 
these brave men in Sydney. They told their stories 
often for the first time. Mission X was under a 
war secrets ban. There is a move on to have these 
men recognized but it is argued they were act-
ing in American Service and so not eligible for 
Australian awards.
Phil is convinced too that his Shangri La was 
used to convey General Macarthur himself to the 
islands up north of Australia. The dinghy origi-
nally attached to his boat is now in the Queens-
land Maritime Museum and is documented to 
have taken Macarthur to the islands. Phil believes 
he was on the Shangri La and used the dinghy 
only for landings. We are looking forward to 
further research and findings from Phil. Moves 
are afoot to have his boat acquired by maritime 
museums. We wish him good luck.
The Boolarra Historical Museum is open on the 
1st Sunday of each month from 2:00-4:00 pm, 
or by appointment with the Secretary, Robyn 
Thompson 0458 977 008. The Boolarra and 
District Historical Society meets at the Boolarra 
Museum on the third Tuesday of each month at 
7.30pm. New members are always welcome, and 
information on our activities can be obtained 
from Robyn Thompson 0458 977 008, Mengar 
Hibbins 0429 696 211, Judy Webster 5169 6351 or 
Beth Price 5169 6241.
Robyn Thompson 0458 977 008.

 MV Shangri La 

Geoff Dyer at the Mill site, Boolarra, 1984.

Tanjil Bren 1941 after 1939 fires.
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Craig Young Butchery
Gourmet Meats

Specialising in bulk meats
Fresh Fish Friday

Have your stock slaughtered, cut-up, 
packed & frozen to your requirements

Phone Orders Taken
90 Ridgway, Mirboo North

Ph: 5668 1632
Superb Spit Roasts 

& Catering Available
Proprietors: Fiona & Craig Young

KEn GRAEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo north 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester 
& Service Centre

 Yinnar Community Garden Hosts Pruning Day 
After days of rain, we had beautiful mild clear 

weather for our 2016 Pruning Workshop with 
Mark Brammar of Strzelecki Heritage Apples. 
Mark had returned to the Yinnar Community 
Garden for the first time after the planting of the 
heritage apples, pears, plums, quince and cherry, 
that were the first fruit trees planted in July 2012. 
Fortunately Mark approved of the way the apples 
had been espaliered and pruned in previous years.
Mark’s inspiring pruning demonstration got the 

majority of the dormant fruit trees pruned and 
several participants enthusiastically pruned other 
Community Garden fruit trees, which now look 
very happy and healthy! We can thoroughly rec-

ommend the vigour of the Strzelecki 
Heritage Fruit Trees we purchased 
four years ago. There are two pears and 
a quince to prune if you’d like to extend 
your pruning practice. 
We also had local grafting experts 

Sal Testa and Peter Townsend sharing 
their knowledge, as well as Neil Barra-
clough of East Gippsland, who brought 
along the Heritage Fruit Network’s ex-
tensive collection of apple, pear, cherry 
and other scion.
Participants were able to purchase 

bare rooted heritage apple and pear 
trees from Mark on the day. If anyone 
missed out, a catalogue is available 
on our Facebook page or by emailing 
Mark at strzapples@skymesh.com.au. The Herit-
age Fruit Network also has a very active Facebook 
page - search “Heritage and Rare Fruit Network”.
Regular Working Bees from the dedicated crew 

at the Yinnar Community Garden have ensured 
that the garden is sustainably maintained. We 
pride ourselves on our low water use design with 

drippers, tank water, lots of mulch-
ing and a few eco-friendly sprays. 
Our vegetables, fruits and herbs are 
all organic and there is a diversity of 
edible plants growing at all times. 
Several different compost systems 

operate on site, from hot open bay 
composting to slow sealed contain-
ers and a worm farm. Under the 
watchful eye of Jimbo from Morwell, 
the Vice President of the YCG, the 
compost has been regularly aerated 
and cycled back into the garden 
beds. Students from Traralgon Sec-
ondary College use the Garden as 
an educational resource 3-4 times 
per year and recently used donated 

sawdust and manure along with grass clippings 
to build compost that will favour berries. School 
Visits and Community Corrections have eased 
the workload of our small but active crew who 
are always delighted to welcome fellow gardeners 
into the fold. If you spend an hour or two weed-
ing the Garden it will be so much better for it.
Our next event will be the Yinnar Community 

Garden Party & AGM on Sunday 27 November, 
1:00-4:00pm. New and Old Friends of the Garden 
are invited to celebrate with a feast of fresh gar-
den produce and home produce. Membership is 
$10 per year and due at the AGM/Garden Party. 
Produce in good supply is shared with members 
at working bees and visitors are welcome to taste. 
Working Bees are currently held every 2nd and 

4th Saturday 1:30pm - 3:30pm. For further In-
formation, Membership or Tours contact: yin-
narcg@gmail.com or connect via “Yinnar Com-
munity Garden” Facebook page.

Rosemary Abetz-Rouse and Catheryn Thompson,
Yinnar Community Garden.

Mark Brammar’s follow up Heritage 
Fruit Tree pruning workshop.

Regular gardening volunteer Jimbo 
Howes, from Morwell.
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BOOLARRA MEn’S SHEd 
Active In Our Community

Our ‘Big Cake Bake’ was held on Monday, 5 
September at the Multi Purpose Building. It was 
wonderful to have so many in attendance and a 
great opportunity to catch up with friends and 
members from other Red Cross branches. It was 
especially nice to welcome Shelley Masters, the 
Membership Officer for this region. I was able 
to hand Shelley a large box full of stamps to take 
to Head Office in Melbourne. These stamps are 
sorted and sold on to collectors, raising valuable 
money to support Red Cross services in Aus-
tralia. I must also thank Gwenda and Roger for 
allowing us to collect stamps from the special 
box in the Post Office. Please continue to place 
your used stamps in this box.
The Big Cake Bake raised $300. We love this 
opportunity to connect with the community of 
Boolarra and neighbouring towns; thank you all 
for your support.
Our next and final fundraiser for 2016 will be the 
return of ‘Bev’s Fashions’ on Monday, 3 October 
at 2:00pm in the Multi Purpose Building. Winter 
fashions will be discontinued and new spring and 
summer styles will be available. The admission 
charge of $5.00 includes afternoon tea.
On a sadder note, we mourn the passing of our 
dear friend Charlie Roy. Charlie was one of 
‘Nature’s Gentlemen’ and will miss him greatly. 
Our condolences go to our friend and Red Cross 
member, Natalie and all the family.

Glenys Morgan,
Treasurer.

BOOLARRA FRIENDS OF THE

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 
AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879.  S48164-1 
(232943_v1) (2/12/2014)

It’s switching your banking to us. 
But it’s bigger than that.
It’s $254,000 poured back into South West 
Gippsland.
Our bank invests its profits into our community, so just 
by banking with us, you automatically become part of 
something bigger. Bigger than a bank.

Drop into your nearest branch at 88 Ridgway, Mirboo 
North or phone 5668 1231 or apply now at 
bendigobank.com.au

bendigobank.com.au

Our President, Jeff Henderson, and first lady, Val, 
have recently returned from an extended caravan-
ning tour of this vast brown land. Unfortunately, they 
returned with some sort of sniffling infection from the 
north.
A number of members have been on similar ‘Grey 
Nomad’ adventures or have travelled overseas. Those 
of us who remained behind (someone has to hold the 
fort) continued with our activities. 
A couple of our members have had medical incidents 
(unrelated to their work at the Shed) but are now do-
ing well with their recoveries.
Our periodic lunches at the Shed have included 
BBQ’s, soup and crunchy bread provided by John 
Teague and a lasagne and green salad provided by 
Denise Schiller. Brian Templeman has continued to 
supply us with various cakes and biscuits cooked by 
his wife Sue.

At our AGM the following individuals were elected:
•	 Jeff	Henderson	–	President
•	 Michael	Watt	–	Vice	President
•	 Mick	Schiller	–	Secretary
•	 Brian	Templeman	–	Treasurer
•	 Doug	Black	–	Committee	Member
•	 Lawrie	Havrilay	–	Committee	Member
•	 John	Stewart	–	Committee	Member

Thank you to the previous Committee for their com-
mitment during the previous 12 months.

Over the last three months or so we have:

•	 Finished	our	work	on	the	table	and	seating	in		
 Railway Park and the old cattle yards.
•	 Assembled	a	steel	garage	for	a	member	of	the		
 community who wasn’t physically up to it.
•	 Remodelled	front	and	rear	house	access	steps		
 for a stroke victim.
•	 Built	a	picnic	table	and	bench	seating	for	the		
 Budgeree Hall.
•	 Carried	out	some	running	repairs	to	the	Kof	
 fee Kart and installed shelving in the shed  
 where it is stored.
•	 Made	a	gumboot	holder	for	a	resident.
•	 Visited	other	sheds	in	our	region.
•	 Made	a	picture	box	for	a	lady	in	Mirboo		 	
 North to hang her husbands medals.

We would like to thank Peter McFarlane for his very 
generous donation of various types of machinery for 
the Shed which are being put to good use.
To any males in the Boolarra community who have 
not experienced the camaraderie of the Boolarra 
Men’s Shed, why don’t you come along on any Mon-
day or Wednesday from 10:00am to 4:00pm and have 
a chat and a cuppa. You might be surprised what the 
Shed and its members hold in store for you.

 

Located at the Churchill & District Community Hub  
9 - 11 Philip Pde, Churchill 

5122 2955  churchillnc@bigpond.com   www.churchill.org.au  

 Life Skills for Women 

 Creative Writing 
 Photo Editing 
 Digital Scrapbooking 

 Community Garden 
 Discussion Groups 

 Computers 
 Volunteering 

 Book Club 
 Men’s Shed 

 Tai Chi 
 Cooking 

 Patchwork  
 Quilting 

WANTED
Small mixed breed pup or very 
young dog like Toy Terrier/Fox Ter-
rier/Jack Russell/Pomeranian mix. 
Must be short haired please. Ok 
with two pups, if reasonably priced. 
Needed as family pets on farm with 
cat and other animals. Phone 0488 
055 574 or 0427 696 640.
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Fire and Incidents Report
Over the last three months we have attended four 
incidents in and around the local area, either as 
the primary brigade or in support of our neigh-
bours. This is double the number of turn outs we 
attended in the same time last year and hope-
fully not an indication of the coming fire danger 
period.
In the three months to the end of last year, we 
attended 16 incidents, the majority of which were 
PRIOR to the fire danger period being declared. 
A number of these turn outs were to property 
owners cleaning up and burning off and fires get-
ting away from them due to the conditions of the 
day and week leading up to their burn offs.
The Time to Act is now – Long danger pe-
riod expected
It is now the time to act in cleaning up around 
your properties - the prediction is again for a 
long and nasty fire season. With lots of growth in 
the garden due to the good rainfall we have had 
over the last few months, the fire fuel load has in-
creased. The Latrobe City Shire has a free Green 
Waste Drop-off Weekend on the last weekend in 
November, where you can take up to two cubic 
metres of green waste per vehicle. The drop-off 
points are in Morwell, Moe and Traralgon.
When cleaning up around your house, don’t for-
get to clean your gutters of any leaves and other 
debris that may have built up since the last time 
they were cleaned. Embers from fires can travel 

long distances in the wind and loose litter on and 
around the house is one way a fire could start. 
If you need help getting this work done, there 
are contractors in town that can assist, many of 
which advertise in the Link.
Planning is the key to fire danger preparation and 
if you plan on leaving the area on a high fire dan-
ger day, there are a number of things you need to 
consider. One of which is having a relocation kit 
packed and ready to go. Some things to include 
are a torch, woollen blankets, change of clothes, 
ample water, and medicines that you may require. 
Burning off 
Did you know that it is against the law to burn off 
in the township boundary? 
There are specific requirements for lighting fires 

within Latrobe City - Under the current Latrobe 
City Local Law No 2 owners or occupiers of all 
land in Latrobe City require a permit to burn. 
A ‘blanket’ permit for this activity in Farming, 

Low Density Residential and Rural Living Zones 
within Latrobe City is given providing the follow-
ing conditions are complied with:
•	 An	adult	is	to	be	in	attendance	at	all		 	
 times.
•	 A	minimum	firebreak	of	two	metres	must		
 be constructed around the area to be   
 burnt.
•	 Sufficient	water	is	to	be	on	site	to	handle		
 any emergency that may occur.
•	 Notice	must	be	given	to	each	neighbour		
 of the area to be burnt prior to ignition.
•	 Call	1800	668	511	Vic	Fire	Ballarat	to		
 lodge your intention to burn.
This permit is only valid outside of the Fire Dan-
ger Period. If unsure of this period please contact 
the Fire Prevention Officer on 1300 367 700 or 
Vic Fire Ballarat on 1800 668 511.
The ‘blanket’ permit is not valid on days of Total 
Fire Ban or for the Residential 1 Zone and Town-
ship Zone areas of Churchill, Moe, Morwell, 
Traralgon, Yallourn North, Yinnar, Boolarra, 
Glengarry, Toongabbie, Tyers and Traralgon 
South, where all burning off is banned. 
Our Brigade has a Community Fire Trailer that 
can be used to ensure you have sufficient water 
should the need arise - please contact the Brigade 
if you would like to book it.
OPEn dAy
On Sunday, 23 October we are again throwing 
open the doors to the community for our annual 
open day. Captain Koala will be there and we will 
be having a free sausage sizzle between 10:00am 
and 1:00pm with a number of demonstrations 
and activities for all ages to participate. There will 
be plenty of information for you and our Brigade 
members will be on hand for any questions you 
may have. There will also be other fire brigades 
coming along to ‘show off ’ their skills and the 
different types of big red trucks on the day. We 
will also be taking details of community mem-
bers who are interested in a session on creating a 
bushfire ‘plan’ for their home and family - more 

details will be available at the Open Day.
danger – Alternative energy and Battery 
storage
The Brigade recently turned out to a house fire in 
which the owners had a solar power system in-
stalled on their roof. This in itself is not an issue, 
however when the Brigade goes to a house fire, 
we require SP Ausnet to disconnect the power to 
the house so that we are protected from potential 
electrical hazards.
When a house has solar power or an alternative 
energy supply (including battery storage) we 
have additional hazards present and no way of 
knowing that the power is off. Solar power panels 
and wind turbines are easy enough to see when 
we size up a fire, however the growing trend in 
alternative energy is battery storage and these are 
generally hidden away either inside a shed, the 
garage or the house itself and there is no require-
ment for property owners to display any warning 
sign (unlike the PV sticker on the meter boxes for 
solar power installations). 
We ask that you complete the survey included on 
this page and return it to the Post Office if you 
have an alternative energy supply and/or battery 
storage system installed at your property. We are 
asking for this information so that we can be bet-
ter prepared and have a plan in place if we have 
to come to your property.
Training - Sunday’s and Every 2nd Monday
Interested community members are welcome to 
come down to the station and see what we get up 
to. Training is held every 2nd Monday night from 
7:00pm and Every Sunday between 9:00am and 
10:00am. Our group round robin is conducted 
bi-monthly, most recently held at Newborough 
where members were trained in various aspects 
of pumping, hydraulics and the friction losses of 
different size hoses. New members who have just 
completed their minimum skills training were 
taken to VEMTEC in Sale to practice their newly 
learnt skills in a ‘hot’ environment with skilled 
pad operators running the fire drills. 
Our Juniors have continued training over winter 
practicing their skills and are progressing well. 
Find us on Facebook
Have you joined our Brigade Facebook group? 
We provide regular updates and information on 
our page - search for “Boolarra Fire Brigade”. 

Rob Franssen,
Community Safety and Education.

BOOLARRA’S BURnInG ISSUES
BOOLARRA CFA nEWS

New members demonstrating their 
draughting skills.

Practicing putting out a fuel fire with a CO2 extinguisher.
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Boolarra
Post Office natters
September already. Can you believe 
how the end of the year is rushing at 
us?
It’s been a fairly busy year by all ac-
counts, with a lot of people wishing 
for some time out, us included. Just to 
keep things interesting the Govern-
ment threw in a Census to be done. 
It wasn’t too bad was it? It just seems 
whichever way you turn there are 
forms to fill in.
If you look around now you can see 
the trees starting to get their leaves so 
spring is happening. A couple more 
weeks and the temperatures will tell us 
that winter is done and dusted for this 
year. Time for the vegie gardens to be 
planted out with the summer goodies. 
It is a good time of the year. My leeks 
went mad this year. I have discovered 
there are many ways to use them. All 
we need to do this work in the garden 
are dry weekends for us. Fresh vegies, 
hmm yum.
We have had new families come to 
Boolarra to live for a while and we 
have lost long-term residents. How 
about the new Policeman? He seems 
a pleasant fellow and keen to join in 
with the community activities when 
he can. Once we get to know him and 
his family I’m sure everyone will agree 
with that. Welcome to Boolarra, Matt 
and your family. We look forward to 

seeing you all when there’s something 
going on around here. 
Another thing that’s about to take off, 
we all hope, is the Community Hotel.
That will give us another place for 
people to go for a meal and get togeth-
er with friends. The suggestions for 
improvement are pretty exciting. Can’t 
wait to see when it all happens. But it 
sure looks good on paper. I wish them 
good luck.
Some of us have enjoyed meals on a 
Thursday night of footy training dur-
ing the season. This year cooked nicely 
by Greg and Anne. Plentiful and most 
inexpensive. Looking forward to next 
year now. It’s a pleasant evening at 
the Football Club where you hear the 
teams read out for that week and enjoy 
a quiet drink as well. 
Its baby season as well now with a few 
new babies arriving lately. This is all 
good for the town’s future. Children to 
go to the Kindergarten and the School 
as they get older. Congratulations to 
the new parents. I always look forward 
to meeting these new residents when 
the opportunity arrives. More littlies 
to play in our fantastic park. Like 
today, Father’s Day, there are families 
enjoying the facilities we have here. 
Bring on the warmer days.
That’s all for now. Next time will be 
just before Christmas.

Cheers,
Gwenda.
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7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra Vic 3870 
Ph: 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523 

em: rgp@jonshell.com.au

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE

Open: Monday to Friday - 9:00am to 12:00pm and 12:45 to 5:00pm
Saturdays – 9:00am to 11:00am except long weekends when we will be closed.
Our Christmas stock is here so come in for a browse before it disappears. Gift-

ware, Toys Books.
Supplying all Australia Post Products including Express, International, and Registered mail, Stamps, Pack-
aging etc. Photocopying & Fax Service. JP on site most days, appointments appreciated to save you a wasted 

trip in.
Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals are also avail-

able. Travel Money and Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa Cards are also available 
here as well as the Travel Visa cards. 

Banking services are available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can help you do a 
Western Union Money Transfer. Electoral Roll Application forms are available here. And Senior Card ap-

plications are also available.
We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.

We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, not to mention the extra things 
like plants, the 5 cent box and produce when available to raise money for the Stompers.

 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you are entitled to a 
reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery.

Our Christmas stock is arriving early this year so pop in for a look and start stocking up on the stocking 
fillers while we have it.

Gwenda, Roger and Team.

Our attendances have been a little lower recently due to some of our lucky members 
spending the winter months overseas or up north. We’ve been happy to welcome 
Barbara who has joined our group in recent months, we hope she enjoys many 
years of knitting and chatting with us.
Rosslyn has returned from her stint in Alice Springs and is busy with children’s 
scarves, gloves and hats and has recently started a throw rug. Mengar is knitting a 
rug for her grandson August, for him to use when he comes to visit. After a couple 
of scarves and cowls Denise is knitting a baby blanket with a deadline. Anne L is 
still working on a scarf in very pretty, colourful sock wool which should be com-
pleted very soon.

WOOL GROUP yARnInG
Our new member Barb is knitting a jumper for herself. Our most 
productive member, Lori, is knitting a lace sweater for herself, and 
has also recently completed lots of socks and baby clothes. Glenys 
has been knitting baby blankets, two of which have a star design, 
which have been sold and she’s currently knitting another with a 
love hearts design. Elizabeth’s project at the moment is two baby 
jackets for a little boy expected in October.
Sue is still spinning from her stash of fleeces but has also managed 
to complete two scarves in basket weave pattern while travelling in 
the car (as a passenger of course).
I’ve also been spinning over the past few weeks from a fleece given 
to Gwenda, (I hope she’s not in a hurry for it). I’ve also done a cou-
ple of scarves and a hat for a friend and a beanie for my grandson 
in locally grown alpaca fleece. I’ve also been enjoying getting back 
to weaving and have woven a wrap for a friend, a scarf for myself 
and am currently working on another wrap.
Margaret has been knitting mainly for her granddaughters, as well 
as the odd pair of socks. Kerryn also is still enjoying knitting socks 
and has recently purchased some beautiful sock yarn online that 
will probably keep her busy for years. Natalie, as always, is busy 
knitting beautiful baby blankets for future babies.
Quite a few of us recently spent a very pleasant Saturday morn-
ing in our local Boolarra Store for ‘World Wide Knitting in Public 
Day’. Thanks to Robyn and Mick for letting so many of us take over 
the Café. Thanks also to Kathy for supplying some beautiful cakes 
for morning tea.

All the members of the Boolarra Wool Group would like to send 
their deepest condolences to Natalie Roy and her family on the 
passing of Charlie. Charlie was a much loved, respected and kindly 
man who will be greatly missed by his family and the community.

Lois Thornton, 
Member.

H A Z E LW O O d
P R O P E R T y

M A I n T E n A n C E
Small or Large Lawns

Gutters / Window Cleaning
Pruning / Weed Eradication

Mark & Sandra Maynard

PH / FAX: 03 5163 1782
MOBILE: 0412 549 376

hazelpm@optusnet.com.au 

Wool Group members enjoying ‘Worldwide Knitting in Public 
Day’ at the Boolarra Store.
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CMIddLE

Middle C
Piano Services

CHARLIE
0413 550 115
*Tuning *Repairs

PIAnO

SERVICES

Caring Family Medicine

New Patients Welcome
You can now book your appointment online 

or via our very own “MAACG” app 
www.hazelwoodhealth.com.au 

or call 

5122 2555
Open Monday to Saturday
Evening Clinic Wednesday

Bulk Billing
To all Medicare Card Holders

9a Georgina Place, Churchill

Gippsland Farmer Relief Inc. 
Pamper day for Farmers 
and their Families
 
 Date: 30 October, 2016
 Time: 11:00am to 2:00pm
 Place: Boolarra Multi Purpose Building
Enjoy:

FREE Services kindly provided by: 
Samantha Brick, Sue Kemsley, Faye McArthur, 

Angelika Lieshout, Shirley Carnes and Bruce 
Males.
 
Sessions will be approximately 30 minutes dura-
tion.
Lunch / afternoon tea will be provided by 
Soroptimist International Gippsland (Women’s 
Service Organisation).

For more details, and to book your place, please 
call Samantha on 0427 824 722

Valerie Maddocks
Public Relations Officer /Events SubCommittee
GIPPSLAND FARMER RELIEF INC.
Tel: 03 5185 1227

 
On Saturday, 6 August 2016, Gippsland Farmer 
Relief Incorporated held their inaugural fund 
raising event at Boolarra Football Netball Club. 
The small town of Boolarra showed the true 
colours with a fantastic turn out to support the 
cause. Over 120 people attended the Trivia Night 
with hosts John and Robern Lubawski setting 
the night up for fun and laughter. Winners of 
the night were Denise and Mick Schiller, Chris 
Moore, Michael and Rhonda Clark, Anne Ed-
wards, Scott Moncrieff and David O’Brien. Such 
wonderful winners, they donated the hamper 
back to be auctioned off on the night. We would 
like to thank Boolarra Football and Netball Club, 
for letting us hold the event at the clubrooms.

Left to right: Denise Schiller, Dave O’Brien, Mick Schiller, Michael Watt, Rhonda 
Clark, Christine Moore and Anne Edwards.

Boolarra Cemetery Trust
Spring is with us and the Cemetery is looking wonderful. The pink ‘trigger’ plants 
are in bloom, and we anticipate the arrival of the native orchids. Thanks go to 
Merilyn and Kenny along with other Trust members who attend working bees and 
maintain the grounds. With our new driveway, access to the Cemetery has been 
improved for funerals and visitors in general.
This is the last article that I write as secretary. After nine years I am happy to hand 
over to Roz Carstairs, who I know will do an amazing job in this role. I wish to 
thank all the members of the Trust for their help and support during my tenure and 
in particular Mike Gleeson and Ron Armstrong (Vice Presidents during my time) 
and Ian Blake and Matt Gleeson (Presidents I have worked with).
The AGM was held on Wednesday, 17 August and the following office bearers were 
elected:

President: Matt Gleeson
Vice President: Ron Armstrong
Secretary: Roz Carstairs
Treasurer: Judy Webster
Grounds Secretary: Merilyn Williams
Historical Records Secretary: Robern Lubawski
Glenys Morgan,
Trust Member.

•	 Massage
•	 Kinesiology
•	 Bowen Therapy
•	 Make Overs

•	 Reiki
•	  Meditation
•	 Counselling
•	 Tarot Readings
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Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, 
Domestic Water 

Contact Dave for Free Quotes
Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au

Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley gravel

Help our new Policeman
Our new ‘Man in Blue’ has been given a list of the road 
names in Boolarra and surrounding areas: one of these is 
not on the crossword and he is required to attend a briefing 
at this road. Fill out the crossword using the names shown 
below to help him get to the briefing.

Amy
Antonia
Austin
Barktown
Bastin
Bishop
Brights
Budgeree
Bunderra
Christian
Church
Darlimurla
Duke
Fairbrothers
Fairmont
Fishers
Foster
Fox N Fankes

Gina
Grand Ridge
Greenwoods
Gutheries Hill
Halls
Hirsts
Isabella
Jenkins
Johnstones
Kenwood
Limonite
Livingstone
Longs
McIntoshes
Mechanics
Mirboo North
Monash Way
Morrells Hill

Morwell River
Morrows
Park
Penaluna
Piggery
Pincini
Pioneer
Prosper Valley
Roys
Schiebels
Shellcotts
Snowdens
Tarwin
Todds
Townsend
Young

Help notes
Double words are joined together e.g. ProsperValley.
There are four letters to help get you started.
Good luck!
Roger Pither.

BOOLARRA 
MEMORIAL 
HALL 
Once again the Boolarra Me-
morial Hall Committee have 
done a sterling job at looking 
after your Hall over the past 
year 2015-16. Regular users 
enjoy it’s roomy and light 
facilities. Our Hall has much 
to offer in the way of facili-
ties so next time you would 
like a venue for that special 
occasion consider hiring the 
Hall. 
The AGM was held Thurs-
day, 25 August and the 

following office bearers were 
elected. 
President – Robern Lubaw-
ski 
Secretary – Roz Carstairs 
Treasurer – John Lubawski 
Committee – Kat Kershaw, 
Clayton Cupples, Liz Black.
You can support the Hall 
in its fundraising by enjoy-
ing a Devonshire Tea at the 
Open Gardens on Sunday, 6 
November. $5 will buy you a 
generous plate of scones, jam 
and cream plus a cuppa (tea 
or coffee). 
As Secretary I would like to 
thank our Committee for 
always being supportive and 

hard working when asked. 
Maybe YOU would like to be 
part of our friendly Com-
mittee? We meet every two 
months for a short meeting 
on the third Thursday of the 
month at 7:30pm. 
Bookings for the Hall may be 
done at the Boolarra Store. 
Once again a big thank you 
to Robyn and Mick for being 
so kind as to keep the book/
keys at their shop. 
Next meeting will be held 
Thursday, 20 October at 
7:30pm at the Hall. 

Roz Carstairs, Secretary, 
0429 383 686.

WANTED
Mature aged (over 45 to 99 please) dance 
enthusiasts who enjoy a variety of dances like 
R & R, ballroom, disco, group/line dances, 
freestyle, hip hop, etc, etc to assist in a pos-
sible regular dance club to help in a variety of 
ways. Phone or txt 0488 055 574 to register 
your interest please.

yinnar Fuel
 & Farm Supplies

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RAnGE – GREAT SERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

+

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240
52 Main Street, yinnar Vic 3869
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nAIdOC Celebrations
The Boolarra Pony Club celebrated NAIDOC 
Week at its monthly rally on Sunday 10 July. 
NAIDOC Week is from the first to the second 
Sunday in July and is a way of celebrating the 
history, culture and achievements of the Aborigi-
nal and Torres Strait Islander people. With four 

indigenous members, 
the Boolarra Pony Club 
celebrated with a spe-
cial lunch at the rally, 
which consisted of emu 
and kangaroo. 
President, Gary Mills, 
said the Pony Club 
was very community 
focused, and welcomed 
all equestrian riders, re-
gardless of their background, 
“This was a great opportunity 
to acknowledge the traditional 
owners of this land”, Mr Mills said.
Aunty Elizabeth Thorpe began the celebrations 
with a Welcome to Country. Aunty Elizabeth and 
Angela Chittem presented Boolarra Pony Club 
with a show jumping ‘dazzle board’ which they 
painted in an Aboriginal design. 
Aboriginal master farrier Rick Jobling and in-
structor Pauline Dent, taught the children on the 
day. 
Gary Mills went on to say, “There was a great 
turnout with Deadly Sport Gippsland, Victo-
ria Police, and community members from the 

Aboriginal community and the wider community 
attended as well,” 
This was all made possible with a grant through 
GippSports Indigenous Round Funding, and 
sponsorship from Woolworths at Churchill and 
Coles, at MidValley in Morwell. 
A very special thank you to Don Simmons from 
Cranbourne, for the donation of the dazzle 
board, so that it could be painted with the Abo-
riginal artwork.

HAPPy CAMPERS
Welcome to spring. Its been a long cold 
and quite wet winter this year. Remind-

ed me of the winters of my youth. We will see 
what surprises spring throws at us.
We didn’t do any trips during the cold. Better to 
stay home in the warm.
Our last trip was to Lakes Entrance on the 
Queens’ Birthday holiday weekend.
There was Charlie and Nat, Edgar and Edith, 
Eddie and Sue, Mark, Emma and Tommy, and 
Roger and Gwenda. We left Boolarra on the Fri-
day afternoon and 
met up at the Eastern Beach Caravan Park that 
evening. It was raining by the time we got set up 
so we stayed inside for the night. Saturday was 
a little better and so we all did our own thing 
for a few hours. Some went shopping, and some 
went visiting family. We decided on dinner at 
the Lakes Bowls Club for most of us and Mark 
and Emma and Tommy went to the Waterwheel 
Tavern. We gave the Bowls Club a thumbs up for 
the food. Plenty of it and nicely presented.
Just a little advice for anyone towing a van or 
even a trailer. Who didn’t know that its an of-
fence to drive around with the extension mir-
rors on the car when the van isn’t on. Well we 

all found that out that evening didn’t we. Just be 
aware.
Sunday saw us do a drive around the area look-
ing at trestle bridges and on to Orbost. After 
stretching our legs a bit we headed back to 
Bruthen where we had an appointment for a 
late lunch at the Bullant Brewery. This is a small 
Brewery which serves yummy food. I think we 
all agreed it was a great experience. We then 
wound our way back to the Caravan Park for a 
quiet night not needing any more to eat, but the 
dogs had a run on the beach. After another run 
on the beach for the dogs we got ourselves into 
packing up mode ready to start heading home.
We did catch up again at the park at Stratford for 
lunch before finishing our journey at Boolarra.
Our next trip is Grand Final weekend and we are 
going to Paynesville. Sadly, Charlie is no longer 
with us. We will miss him but it was just great 
that he enjoyed Lakes. Nat is coming and bring-
ing a friend to share the cabin so that's nice. 
We will take the ferry to Raymond Island and do 
other exploring of that area around Paynesville. 
St Barnabas Church on Raymond Island was 
moved from Bundalaguah several years ago and 
it used to stand in a small paddock on my grand 
parents farm. I’m looking forward to it and I 
reckon the others are too. 

There will be eight couples this time plus a dog 
or two. All we want is some nice warm weather 
for a change. That’s all in the lap of the gods.
Don’t know yet where we will journey to next. 
That is all to be decided later.

Gwenda.

Aunty Elizabeth Thorpe and Angela Chittem presenting a show jumping dazzle board 
they painted in an Aboriginal design, to Gary Mills, President Boolarra Pony Club.

Aleeah Munnich, an indigenous member at the Boolarra 
Pony Club riding ‘Storm’.

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

BOOLARRA 
POny CLUB
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Well the season has finished for 2016, a little bit 
earlier for us at Boolarra with the only Boolarra 
Football Netball team making it to finals this 
season being the C Grade side. C Grade finished 
in fifth position which saw them play Trafalgar in 
the Elimination Final at Mirboo North, only los-
ing by four goals in a very close contest. Congrat-
ulations to our C Grade girls for their successful 
season, you have represented your Club and 
Community beautifully and we are very proud of 
you all.

A Grade finished in seventh position with six 
wins for the season but we are happy to report 
two more future netballers or footballers to be 
delivered in the near future to both Nicoles. We 
wish them all the best with their young families. 
A big thankyou to the A Grade girls that came 
over from Traralgon for their commitment to 
Boolarra over the past five seasons. They have 
certainly given us plenty to be excited about, 
making finals in the first four years with only just 
missing out this season. Not only did they come 
to play, they brought their families along to sup-
port them and have been a fantastic part of the 
club. We will miss you all and your mums and 
families.
B Grade also finished the season in seventh posi-
tion with 5 wins and D Grade won just one game 
leaving them in 10th position. As for our Junior 
teams, 17 and Unders finished the season in 
eighth position with five wins and 15 and Unders 
in ninth position with only two wins, but it is cer-
tainly good to see the Juniors getting some wins 
and the improvement they show throughout the 
season is inspiring.

Well done to all the 
Coaches, as it’s a 
huge commitment 
to take on with 
training nights, 
planning sessions, 
working on individ-
ual player strengths 

and weaknesses, planning for the 
games and all the other things 
required to get the game on the 
court. It’s a challenging role and 
we really appreciate all your hard 
work.
 CInA – Churchill Indoor 
netball Association teams
This year we were fortunate to 
have a 13 and Under team, an 
11 and Under team and some of 
our girls attending the Net-Set-
Go sessions. Both teams made 
finals this year and have improved in their game 
skills thanks to coaches Ruth Heislers and Gabby 
Francis.
The Net-Set-Go Coordinator this year was Eloise 
O’Brien, with the assistance of Meg McGlade. 
They managed and coached all the children that 
attended the Churchill Net-Set-Go sessions from 
the participating clubs in the local area including 
Yinnar, Churchill, Boolarra, Yarram and Hazel-
wood North. They did a great job. Well done to 
all our Junior Coaches encouraging and teaching 
the future Netball players of our Club.
 Well done to all the Club volunteers, Coaches, 
Committee members, scorers, umpires and eve-
ryone else that helps out. We couldn’t get the kids 
on the court playing without your valuable help 

THANK YOU ! 
We have been fortunate to have a good support of 
Sponsors around the Netball Club this season in-
cluding the Old Pub Boolarra, Websters Butchery 
Yinnar, The Boolarra Store, Waterwheel Beach 
Tavern and Cabins, Alfresh2go Tarwin Street 
Morwell, and Jump and Climb Traralgon. Thank 
you very much to all our sponsors for providing 
awards and support to the Netballers throughout 
the season, 

Boolarra 
Netball Club 

FOUndATIOn CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

13 and U Team
Back L–R Coach Gabrielle Francis , Caitlyn, Madison, Sasha, Mirabel and 

Brooke.
Front L–R Alex, Carlene and Sienna.

11 and U Team
Back L–R Indily , Samantha, Coach – Ruth Heislers, Mad-

dison, Meila and Paige.
Front row L–R Grace, Niamh, Tahlee, Alira, Charlotte and 

Elise.

Our C Grade Team
Back row L-R Aleisha Wood, Cassie Hill, Heidi Whitehead, Alyce Reiske, Melissa Grima, Emily Evison and Coach - Jessica 

Middlemiss.
Front row L–R Elizabeth Rauschdorf, Lydia Reiske, Ella O’Kane, Jess Bonnici, Amelia Evison and Kaylah Pike .
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The football season has just drawn to a conclusion 
with our Senior, Reserves and Thirds finishing off 
the season well but missing out on finals for Season 
2016. The Senior team was coached by first year 
coach at Boolarra Shane Paynter, the Reserves also by 
1st year coach, local lad James Kelly and the Thirds 
was coached by local lad James Holmes, who is in his 
second season coaching the Thirds.
The Boolarra Football Netball Club recently hosted 
the Mid Gippsland Football League Qualifying Final 
on Saturday, 27 August. The day was a great success 
for the Club, putting our club on show to the League. 
The Club would like to thank everybody who helped 
out during the week, on Friday at the Club and on the 
day of the final on Saturday. Your help was greatly ap-
preciated as the day was a great success. 
Continuing on from the last issue of the Boolarra 
Link were the following results: 
Round 9 was played against Trafalgar with the Senior 
team coming home with a good 29 point win Bool-
arra 13.4.82 to Trafalgar 7.11.53 The Reserves went 
down by 18 points in a hard fought out encounter. 
Scores being Boolarra 5.10.40 to Trafalgar 8.10.58 
The Thirds were beaten in a well fought out contest.. 
Boolarra 6.7.37 to Trafalgar 12.10.82. 
Round 10 was another hard fought game going 
down to Thorpdale. Boolarra 7.11.53 to Thorpdale 
13.7.97. Reserves also went down to Thorpdale in a 
hard fought struggle. Boolarra 2.5.17 to Thorpdale 
10.11.71. The Thirds fought out all game against a 
stronger Thorpdale team. Boolarra 1.1.7 to Thorpdale 
19.16.130. 
Round 11 saw Hill End travel to Boolarra on Spon-
sor, Life Members and 500 Club member day and 
what a great win it was for the Club with two good 
wins. Boolarra 25.13.163 to Hill End 7.3.45. The 
Reserves also had a big win against the Hillmen. 
Boolarra 13.16.94 to Hill End 2.4.16. The Thirds were 
beaten by a more experienced team Boolarra 2.2.14 to 
Hill End 25.15.165. 

Round 12 saw Boolarra travel to Morwell 
East to go down by 32 points. Boolarra 
8.4.52 to Morwell East 11.18.84. The Re-
serves were beaten in a close match, go-
ing down by 14 points. Had they kicked 
straighter it could have been a different 
result. Boolarra 4.15.39 to Morwell East 

8.5.53. The Thirds went down by a narrow margin of 
eight points. Boolarra 8.7.55 to Morwell East 9.9.63. 
Round 13 saw Boolarra back on the winning list 
again with a strong win over Yarragon. Boolarra 
12.18.90 to Yarragon 8.8.56. The Reserves struggled 
against a better outfit. Boolarra 1.1.7 to Yarragon 
13.13.91. 
Round 14 saw Boolarra travel to Newborough on 
one of the coldest days of football for many seasons. 
Boolarra 0.2.2. to Newborough 12.9.81. The Reserves 
also went down to a stronger outfit. Boolarra 2.0.12 to 
Newborough 16.14.110. The Thirds also were beaten 
in the wet conditions. Boolarra 0.0.0 to Newborough 
9.20.74. 
Round 15 saw Boolarra take on premiership favorites 
Yallourn North at home. Boolarra 5.2.32 to Yallourn 
North 16.15.111. The Reserves were also well beaten 
by a more experienced team. Boolarra 0.3.3 to Yal-
lourn North 20.19.139. The Thirds played well against 
finalists Yallourn North. Boolarra 6.0.36 to Yallourn 
North 19.13.127. 
Round 16 saw Boolarra travel to Yinnar to play 
against the Magpies Boolarra 4.11.35 to Yinnar 
14.12.96. The Reserves went down to a stronger line 
up. Boolarra 4.1.25 to Yinnar 17.11.113. The Thirds 
also went down to a very strong Yinnar team. Bool-
arra 0.5.5 to Yinnar 27.14.176.
Round 17 saw Boolarra beaten by their neighbours 
Mirboo North at home in a close match. Boolarra 
7.10.52 to Mirboo North 10.9.69. The Reserves also 
went down to a stronger Mirboo North team. Bool-
arra 1.4.10 to Mirboo North 15.10.100. The Thirds 
also went down to a stronger team. Boolarra 2.3.15 to 
Mirboo North 22.19.151. 
Round 18 saw Boolarra win the last round of the 
season with a solid win against Trafalgar. Boolarra 
9.10.64 to Trafalgar 4.8.32. The Reserves had a mas-
sive 97 point victory against Trafalgar to finish off 
the season on a good note. Boolarra 19.11.125 to 
Trafalgar 4.5.29. The Thirds lost to Trafalgar by three 
points in what could have been their first win of the 
season with a gallant loss. Boolarra 5.11.41 to Trafal-

gar 6.8.44 
Social news
After the Morwell East away game the Annual Mid 
Year Ball was held at the Boolarra Memorial Hall with 
approx. 150 people dancing the night away to the live 
music of the Spitting Swallows. An awesome night 
was had by all who attended. Big Thanks to the Social 
Committee for organising the night. 
On Sunday 7 August the Club held the Annual 
Reverse Draw Raffle and Duck Race. Winner of the 
Duck Race was Phil Smith, 2nd Lyn Smith and 3rd 
was Bob Allan and the Reverse Draw Raffle was won 
by Ben Gardiner with runner up going to David 
Caldwell.
After the Round 18 clash with Trafalgar the Club held 
‘Mr and Mrs Boolarra’ night, which was held at the 
Club Social Rooms. This was won by Melissa Riseley 
and Kyle Alexander. A fun night was had by all who 
attended and plenty of fancy dress was on hand dur-
ing the night. 
Best and Fairest vote count
The Seniors, Reserves and Thirds held their Best and 
Fairest vote count at the rooms recently and the Best 
and Fairest for Season 2016 are:
Seniors.
1st Matt Sheridan - 155 votes
2nd Daniel Wilson - 100 votes
3rd James Holmes - 79 votes
4th Vince Corbett - 66 votes
5th Luke Conway - 56 votes
Congratulations to first-year player at the Club Matt 
Sheridan, on taking out the Best and Fairest from 
Senior Captain Daniel Wilson, as Runner Up.
Reserves.
1st Simon Buglisi - 73 votes
2nd Ross Kelly - 66 votes 
3rd Eddie Stanton - 63 votes 
4th Michael Dunn - 51 votes
5th Matthew Powers - 44 votes
Congratulations to ex Senior Captain Simon Buglisi 
on winning the Reserves Best and Fairest from ex 
Premiership player Ross Kelly as Runner Up.
Thirds
1st Ossy Brennan - 119 votes
2nd Alex Devonshire - 96 votes
3rd Matt Devonshire - 77 votes
4th Zack Bell - 65 votes
5th votes Dylan Cooper and Rudi Garcia - 63 votes
Congratulations to Thirds Captain Ossy Brennan on 
a great win in the thirds Best and Fairest for Season 
2016 and Alex Devonshire as Runner Up Best and 
Fairest. Both these local lads have had a great season 
also gaining experience in the Club’s Senior team dur-
ing the year as well.

Boolarra Football 
Club 

FOUndATIOn CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

Boolarra Thirds Best and Fairest Ossy Brennan.

Boolarra Senior Best and Fairest Matt Sheridan.

 Boolarra Reserves Best and Fairest Simon Buglisi.


