
Page:  1   The Boolarra Link - December 2016

  The Boolarra Link
Established 1981-Volume 35, Edition 4

We would like to take this op-
portunity to thank all contribu-

tors and advertisers of the Boolarra Link 
for their support over the past year. Your 
support ensures that we can share the sto-
ries of Boolarra now and into the future. In 
addition, I personally would like to thank 
the work of the Boolarra Link committee 
in dedicating many hours every quarter in 
getting these stories to you.
So from all of us here at the Boolarra 
Link, we like to wish you and your family 
a very Merry Christmas and a joyous and 
safe New Year. We look forward to bring-
ing new and interesting stories in 2017.

Luke Potter,
President, on behalf of the Boolarra 

Community Newspaper Inc 
Committee.

Aerial photo of the 
BCH taken by Peter 
Richardson using his 

drone.

Display of the 500 
stars which were 
made at the
workshops in 

Boolarra and Yin-
nar were displayed 
in November at 
the Boolarra Store 
together with 
information from 
the Boolarra Com-
munity Against 
Domestic Vio-
lence.

Article  page 3

Article  page 13

View from the top - fine scenic land-
scape of Budgeree, from Townsends’ Rd.
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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 
Committee unless acknowledged as 

such. 

No endorsement of products or services 
is implied by the listing of advertisers or 

sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the Committee 

takes no responsibility for errors.

THE BOOLARRA LINK 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Committee members are:
Luke Potter - President - Ph: 0418 530 682
Matt Ryan - Treasurer 
Alan Hall - Secretary
Paula Ryan - Advertising Officer
Sylvia Sauppe -Editor - Ph: 5169 6321
Alan Hall - Subeditor
Alan Hall - Proof reading
Dave Holt - Proof reading
Phil Robins - Proof reading
Roz Carstairs - Proof reading
Tammy Richards - Photographer Ph: 5169 6328
Paula Ryan - Photographer

Feedback, articles, photos and correspondence 
can be provided via email to 

editorthelink@gmail.com or by letter 
addressed to The Boolarra Link and dropped 

off with Gwenda or Roger at the 
Boolarra Post Office. 

Website: thelink. boolarra.vic.au

BOOLARRA LINK ADvERTISINg

Advertisements are in blocks of 8cm WIDE 
x 10cm HIGH

Blocks can be arranged side by side 
or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks - $28.00

Additional blocks $28.00

BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance.

To celebrate our National Day, and the wonderful 
spirit in our lovely town the Development Group 
has developed a tradition of having an Australia 
Day Breakfast in the Park, which has gone from 
strength to strength.
On Thursday, 26th January, 2017 from 8.30am 
until 10.00am in Railway Park we will be provid-

Australia Day Boolarra 
Community Award 2016

We wish to recognise 
__________________________  for his/her 
community contribution.

(Please describe their contribution in 25-30 
words).

      
 

Nomination By:    
 

Seconded By:     
 

(Nominations to be submitted by 23 December 
2016).

Program
   Commence breakfasts  8.30
Commence activities  9.00

•  Sack races, egg and spoon race   
 and other children’s activities,  
 Gumboot throwing

•  Talking to the friends you haven’t  
 seen since … 

•  Australiana trivia   
   
Present certificates   9.45  
Flag raising and    10.00 
National Anthem  

2017 Boolarra Community 
Celebration

ing egg and bacon sandwiches and snags, tea 
and coffee, and some drinks for the kids. We’ll 
raise the flag and sing the anthem, have some fun 
activities for all the family, and generally have a 
good time!  
One of the great features of our celebration has 
been the opportunity to recognise some of the 
unsung heroes of our town; the volunteers who 
do so much in so many spheres to make our 
town the rich, vibrant community it is.
The Development Group is once again seek-
ing nominations from individuals, community 
groups and clubs of people or groups you believe 
deserve recognition for their contribution to our 
community. If you wish to nominate someone 
then please fill out the attached nomination form 
and drop it in at the Post Office.
If you’re free to give a hand on the day, please 
give me a call. It’s a great way to meet people if 
you’re new to the community.

Colin Brick,
Boolarra Community Development Group
5163 1212.

CMIDDLE

Middle C
Piano Services

CHARLIE
0413 550 115
*Tuning *Repairs

PIANO

SERvICES
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This week marks three months since 
the Boolarra Community took over the 
ownership and operation of the Boolarra 
Community Hotel and in that relatively 
short period so much has been achieved, 
but there still remains so much to be done - de-
veloping and furnishing the Beer Garden/Out-
side Dining, creating a Children’s Room, a private 
Function Room, completion of the lounge bar 
with beer taps, post mix and coffee machine and 
purchase of a Combo Oven. 
The following list of Health Department and 
Licencing directives, repairs and improvements 
have been completed since we took over on 
8 September – general clean-up and rubbish 
removal from the site, new industrial linoleum 
in the bar servery area and bottle shop, pur-
chase and installation of two hot water services, 
the purchase of a dishwasher and glass washer, 
repairs to the roof, spouting, downpipes and 
veranda posts, 

the purchase and installation of security cam-
eras, the repair and upgrading of the electrical 
circuitry, the installation of a new wood heater 
and the repair to the gas heating system and air 
conditioner, the purchase of 2x3 door display re-
frigerators as well as a large fridge for the kitchen, 
the purchase of a “Point of Sale” computerized 
system, the introduction of an EFTPOS system, 
repairs to the freezer and cool room, the clean-
ing up of the two large sheds, ongoing gardening 
tasks including pruning, spreading of mulch and 
mowing, security and external lighting, installa-
tion of a new juke box, pool table, sound system 
for the restaurant and two televisions, purchase 
of a BBQ, repairs to hotel vacuum cleaning sys-
tem, initial repairs and upgrade to toilets, empty-
ing of grease trap, installation of exits signs and 
emergency lighting, replacement of all fire extin-
guishers and hose reels, installation of additional 
LPG tanks, levelling and pressure cleaning of 

pavers around 
the building, 
replacement 
of ceiling tiles in the bar, bottle shop and area 
outside the toilets, installation of a pot-belly stove 
in the smokers’ area, tiling and splash back in 
the bar, installation of several safety see-through 
doors, the establishment of a new office, purchase 
of several children’s high chairs and the construc-
tion of a changeable “coming events” sign that 
has been erected at the front of the property etc.
A special “Thank You” is extended to all those 
who have assisted us in so many ways to achieve 
our goals during the past three months. To all 
those helpers, including the 40+ who turned up 
to our Working Bee, we say a sincere “Thank 
You” for your efforts.
The highlight of the three month period has no 
doubt been the success of the restaurant with 
either capacity or near capacity patronage every 
night that it is open. Positive feedback is con-
stantly being received about Rob, Jamie and 
Zeke’s meal presentation and quality.
The introduction of the ‘Kids eat Free’ night on
Wednesday, the ‘Parma’ night on Thursday and
normal meals on Friday and Saturday has proven
extremely successful and with the ‘Brunch to
Lunch’ now being available on Sunday between
10am and 2pm, our patronage should increase 
even further.
Unfortunately we have not seen the same popu-
larity for our Wednesday to Saturday lunches and 
these may have to be withdrawn if numbers do 
not increase. 
Rob Sealy, our Head Chef, has endeavoured to 
cater for all when he offers seniors’, half size and 
children’s meals as well as a wide range of high 
class restaurant meals and the ‘typical’ pub meals.
We are pleased to announce that our new man-
ager. Nick Palatianos, who joined us a few weeks 
ago, is already stamping his mark on the Hotel 
with his cheerful and welcoming personality and 
his many innovations. Nick, who is also a quali-
fied chef, happily worked in the kitchen recently 
when we found ourselves a chef down on a busy 
night.
The Bottle Shop is now well stocked and it is 
hoped that we will be able to offer specials in the 
near future. 

Bar and restaurant patrons now have the choice 
of four beers on tap as well as an ever increasing 
range of many other drinks including reasonably 
priced wines.
One of the really positive aspects of the business 
is that the BCH has a policy of employing lo-
cal young people as bar, wait and kitchen staff. 
Currently it is offering both casual and full time 
employment to 12 people who are sharing the 
employment.
We would sincerely like to thank all community 
members who have been supporting our BCH 
with their patronage over the past three months 
and would like to extend an invitation to all oth-
ers to visit for a meal, drink or activity in the near 
future.

Working bee volunteers take a break 
and enjoy a BBQ Lunch.

 Justin performs at our first Friday 
Night Live Entertainment session.

A typical full house in the restaurant.

What’s on at the BCH
Monday
Free Pool and Free Juke Box – All Day
Card Club – fortnightly
Wednesday
Restaurant Open Lunch and Dinner
Kids Eat Free night – (1 adult meal for 1 child’s 
meal)
Pool Comp – first Wednesday of every month
Thursday
Restaurant Open Lunch and Dinner
Joker poker
Karma Keg – first Thursday of each month
Friday
Restaurant Open Lunch and Dinner
Happy Hour 5.30pm – 6.30 pm
Bar Snacks
Raffles by community groups
Bag Raffle being reintroduced soon
Live Music every second week
Saturday
Restaurant Open Lunch and Dinner
A new Punters Club with $5 entry and winner 
takes all
Sunday
Restaurant Open Brunch to Lunch – 10.00am – 
2.00pm
Golf – Closest to Pin - registration begins at 4.00
Coming Soon
2017 Footy Tipping
Pleasant Sunday afternoon live music.
Watch the Coming Events board for all planned 
events. 

SERvICES
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Grand Ridge
Computer Services
* New & Custom Built Systems

* Malware & Virus Removal
* Software Sales & Installation

* Advice & Assistance
* Upgrades & Configuration

* System Maintenance
* Notebooks & Netbooks

* Parts & Peripherals
* Printer Consumables

Ph: 5169 6473
Mob: 0429 696 473
grcs@internode.on.net

P O Box 53, Boolarra vic 3870

CHURCHILL HOT BREAD
For ALL your

BREAD & PASTRY
requirements

HOT PIES
Take-away Cappucino

& Lattes
Now available

CATERING AVAILABLE
Monday to Friday - 7am - 5.30pm
Saturday & Sunday - 7am - 2pm

5122 3255

Mark your calendars for the 2017 Boolarra Folk Festival on Saturday, 4 March 
2017.
This will be the first festival under the stewardship of long time Boolarra resident, 

Rick Teychenne, who has been passed a baton by outgoing President, Ray Stewart. 
Ray and Wendy Stewart have given their all to the festival - in countless hours of 
unseen work and promotion. Ray has mentored the Committee and always re-
mained true to the original guidelines of the festival which emphasize local talent 
and produce, as well as it remaining a free event. The expertise of Ray and Wendy 
remains on the committee and we are grateful for their dedication in creating the 
festival that so many of us enjoy.
Our treasurer, Kath Aveling, has produced an impressive visual display to illumi-

nate our financial status and she has offered some suggestions on how to trim ris-
ing expenditure of our ‘free’ festival. The Committee is expecting the 2017 festival 
to cost $28,000, 50% being compliance/administration charges and 50% festival/
performer costs. We mention these figures to let the community know that every 
small donation, stall fee, market purchase, merchandise/wine bottle sale or volun-
teer labour helps us reach this $28,000 target.
Volunteer names are being collected so that small tasks on the day can be allo-

cated. If you or a group you belong to, can spare a few hours, we would love to hear 
from you – it all helps to create a great festival day.
Please ‘like’ our Face-

book page, as a way of 
receiving event and per-
former information or 
peruse our website at 
boolarrafolkfestival.com.
au
Thanks for your contin-

ued patronage and sup-
port.

Kate Reiske,
Publicity Co-ordinator, 
Boolarra Folk Festival.

CARDS 500 and 
CHESS CLUB

LOvE TO PLAY 500 
(beginners or advanced) OR CHESS?
Then join us. 

Now held at new venue at Boolarra Community Hotel from 
7.00pm till 9.00pm every fortnightly Monday, except for public 
holidays. 
Last card/chess night for 2016 on Monday, 12 December; re-

sumes on Monday, 16 January 2017. Possibility of running week-
ly if enough interest shown.

Any other board-gamers are also welcome to come and play with 
other enthusiasts. 
Enquiries: 0488 055 574 or 0427 696 640

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

Wendy and Ray 
Steward with new 

president, Rick 
Teychenne.

20 17

Bruce Hall celebrates turning 90, with a memorable 
family lunch at the Churchill Hotel in October. 

Congratulations Bruce.
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Dairy Support Pamper Day. Sunday, 30 October, Boolarra.
Samantha Brick, Soroptimist International Gippsland president, helped to organise 

the Farmers' Pamper Day at Boolarra's Multi Purpose Building recently. There were 
four healers/pamperers doing massage, Reiki and Kinesiology. Nutrimetics provided 
consultations as well. Melissa Ferguson, president of Gippsland Farmer Relief, and an-
other volunteer who are working with dairy farmers were present too. They provided 
information pack and hamper to the participants too. SI Gippsland members provided 
refreshments throughout the day, and also enjoyed chatting with the participants who 
travelled long distances to be present. There were dairy farmers from Yarram, Rosedale, 
Drouin as well as closer by. Although there weren't huge numbers it was a heart-warm-
ing day. Melissa commented she hadn't seen such a buzz before amongst the partici-
pants; they really appreciated the 
opportunity to relax and recharge 
their batteries. 

Samantha Brick,
President,
Soroptimist International Gippsland.

CHARTER OF SOROPTIMIST 
INTERNATIONAL GIPPSLAND

A happy moment at Pamper Day.Judy with slices.

Four ladies from Yarram.

Sue and Liam.

Bruce and Faye enjoy Reiki.

bestchance is a not-for-profit with 120 years of child/
family support, with qualified educators offering 

stimulating and educational in-home child care from 
8 weeks -12 years.

- Weekly playgroups including our bush playgroup 
- Natural environments encouraging imaginative play 
- Regular support, monitoring from coordination team
- Parents can claim CCB and CCR rebates 
- Experienced/new educators welcome to join our team 

Call Family Day Care on 
1300 2 AIM HIGH (1300 224 644)

www.bestchance.org.au
familydaycare@bestchance.org.au

 bestchance
Enrol Now!

Secure Family Day Care for 2017
Steve Hodge - Maligo Pty Ltd

30-Plus Years Experience...
*30-Tonne Excavator with Buckets and Log Grab

*D7G Dozer with Blade, Rake and Rippers

*EARTHWORKS - Dams, Shed and House Sites

*FORESTRY - Establishment and Harvesting* TREE REMOVAL - Extensive 

Experience, Removal of Logs and Complete Clean Up 

Mobile: 0428 517 938 (Mirboo North) 

EARTHMOVING AND FORESTRY CONTRACTOR
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We help people across Gippsland design 
and build their own websites. We can 
help you build, or we can build a website 
completely for you. 

Global experience, local people. 
Reasonable rates.

Web Design

Contact Luke now

0418 530 682

luke@charlie-mac.com
web.charlie-mac.com

Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
 

Rob Franssen & Dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

If No Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal

Flowers perfect for every occasion
We deliver beautiful fresh flowers to all areas of the 

Latrobe Valley and beyond. 

We also carry a range of giftware including: 
Scarves, Plants, Jewellery, Organic 
Raw Chocolates, Bags, Vases, 
Greeting Cards and more.

Call Lynn on Ph: 51353778
www.flowersinthevalley.com.au
email: lynn@flowersinthevalley.com.au
186 Commercial Road, Morwell
(At Manny's Market entrance)

The Year that was 2015 – 2016
Community Liaison and Supervision

Community Correction Visits/Working Bees 
– most 4th Saturdays of the month since 5 Dec 
2015. Group of about eight spend 1-3 hrs do-
ing organised garden activities – hand-mowing, 
whipper-snipping, mulching, building beds, com-
posting and painting. These tasks have supported 
the garden maintenance requirements incredibly. 
Thanks to the Department of Justice.
School Tour/Working Bees – Traralgon Junior 

College ‘Click’ program – six Wednesday vis-
its over the last year – group of 20 students with 
a teacher, have a tour and do organised garden 
activities – composting, planting, mulching and 
weeding. These tasks have supported the garden 
maintenance requirements and have been an en-
riching educational experience for the students. 
Thanks to Nicholas Ludowyk, Year 9 - Wellbeing 
and Engagement teacher, (who is moving to Gee-
long ) and Cath for supervising. 

‘Interchange’, people with disability program, 
group of five (to be confirmed) beginning fort-
nightly from Wednesday, 30 November. Cath co- 
supervising 9.30 – 12.00.
Working Bees

Held every second and fourth Saturday after-
noon 1.30pm – 3.30pm
Regular or when can attendees: Rosemary, Car-

men, Cath, Melanie, Lorraine.
Jimbo, (unwell since winter) and Sari (caring for 

Geoff) have been sadly missed this year. 

Held every Tuesday morning approx 10.00am 
-12.00noon
Regular or when can attendees – Joelle, Melanie, 

Eimear, Shirley and Cath.
Thanks to everyone who have worked in the gar-

den – “from little things big things grow” it really 
makes a difference. 
Workshop

Thanks to Rosemary for organising the Prun-
ing and Grafting workshop. Thanks to Strzelecki 
Heritage Apples for pruning demonstration,
and the irrepressible Neil Barraclough and team, 

for grafting demonstration.
 Neil will be available again next Spring.

visitors
Yinnar families, tourists and Arc exhibition at-

tendees regularly visit the garden, stroll or sit 
around, and contemplate and enjoy the fragranc-
es, fruits and diversity of plants.

Meetings
We’ve had some difficulty this year with getting a 

quorum for second Saturday of the month meet-
ings. Quorum has now been reduced to four. 
Decided that if we don’t meet quorum those pre-
sent will discuss issues and the meeting will be 
resolved by email. 

Media
Quarterly media releases with 

local media outlets covered 
with contributions from Rose-
mary, Catheryn and Carmen. 
The pruning workshop arti-
cle was printed in the Latrobe 
Valley Express. Carmen has 
designed Seasonal E-newslet-
ters to keep the membership 
up-to-date, with articles from 
various members. Thanks to 
Carmen.

Growing Together Latrobe
Cath has been attending GTL 

meetings when she can, to support this network 
of those interested in community gardens, and to 
keep them up to date with our activities.

Latrobe City Garden Competition
We were finalists in this competition – Congrat-

ulations to us for being shortlisted. The Commu-
nity Garden was in the same category as Reserves 
– and the Traralgon Conservation Railway Re-
serve won. Congratulations to our members Car-
men Legues and Simon McInnes who came run-
ner up for best Native Garden, and also received 
an encouragement award.

Garden Plan
Our garden has continued to grow and thrive. 

Many plants are self-seeding and the fruit trees 
are well established. We have a large seed library. 
The greenhouse has been well utilised with do-
nations of tomatoes and zucchini seedlings from 
Joelle. Carmen has grown corn and melon seed-
lings. We’ve had a variety of vegetables to harvest 
throughout the year, and summer harvesting also 
looks good. Weeding is an ongoing job that re-
quires diligence – thanks to Joelle, Shirley, Rose-
mary and Cath for regular watering of green-
house and raised beds. Mulching is really helping 
preserve moisture. Sawdust donations from Sari 

Yinnar Community Garden 
Inc.
Secretary Report: Catheryn 

Thompson

Continued next page

Incredible mosaic – central feature 
at the Garden.
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Boolarra Public Cemetery Trust
As a recently appointed Cemetery Trust member and now Secretary, I wish to 

extend to Glenys Morgan on behalf of the Trust our grateful thanks for a job 
well done over 9 years as Trust Secretary. Glenys held the position of Secretary/
Treasurer during that time. The Trust has now created a Treasurer’s position 
which in effect shares the load that Glenys undertook. Judy Webster is now the 
Trust Treasurer.
Many people may not really know what a Public Cemetery Trust actually does. 

The Trust is an independent and incorporated statutory public body created under the Cemeteries and 
Crematoria Act and appointed by the Governor-in-Council on the recommendation of the Minister 
for Health. Boolarra is a Class B Public Cemetery Trust where members are volunteers drawn from 
the local community. 
A Class B Trust consists of between three and 11 members. Boolarra has 11 members. 
We have a term of 5 years and may be re-elected for further terms. 
The function of the Trust is a stewardship role that should reflect the community’s values and princi-

ples. Everything we do on the community’s behalf as far as the Cemetery is concerned is accountable. 
We need to exercise power for a proper purpose, retain discretion, take no personal gain, all care, skill 
and diligence should be exercised, undertake Trust business diligently and prudently, have no conflict 
of interest and keep true and proper accounts.
But to me, above all, is that the Trust has empathy, respect and compassion when dealing with the 

community who may require our services. As Secretary I will be, in most cases, someone the commu-
nity will need to talk to when arranging an interment.
I am available at any time either at home, on the phone or a visit to your home if required. I am avail-

able by phone on 0429 383 686 email rdcarstairs@bigpond.com and live at 55 Piggery Road, Boolarra 
if you need to speak to me personally.
I hope some people took the opportunity to visit our beautiful Boolarra Cemetery
during the Open Gardens day. Those lucky people would have seen the wonderful
display of Trigger plants. Hidden amongst these 

plants are many tiny native Orchids such as Milk 
Maids, Sun Orchids and Salmon Sun Orchids. The 
Mirboo North Lily has also been known to flower 
there. Merilyn Williams is our Grounds Mainte-
nance person and has recently planted some new 
trees. The Remembrance Garden is in full flower 
as well.
Our next Trust meeting is 7.30pm, 15 February 

2017 at the Hall.
 

Roz Carstairs.

 BOOLARRA 
CEMETERY RECORDS

The Boolarra Public Cemetery Trust is keen to 
locate any past Minute Books, Interment Re-
cords or the like that anyone may have in their 
keeping. We are currently sorting, archiving, 
scanning and filing past and present records.
Please contact the Secretary Roz Carstairs 0429 

383 686 or (03) 5169 6445.
Email: rdcarstairs@bigpond.com

have helped build our compost. Worm farm is re-
covering and the anaerobic compost systems are 
breaking down hardier greens. 

Ride-on-Mowing
Thanks to Max Campbell for maintaining the 

Ride-On and bringing it down to mow when the 
grass is long, and also for mowing along the Arc. 
Horse Manure donations
Thanks to John Lubawski who brings loads of 

well rotted horse manure to enrich our compost 
and soil.

Latrobe City Mulch donations. 
Thanks to Latrobe City for continuing to sup-

ply us with mulch. We’ve had so much we shared 
with others via a donation, – thanks Yinnar Gen-
eral Store for handling this.

Grant – with Thanks to the Mirboo North 
Foundation 

We’ve received a small grant to complete the 
amphitheatre steps for the gazebo, and cover the 
costs to run two mosaic workshops and two gar-
den workshops with Youth. Well done Cath!

Rosemary
Rosemary has done so much for the garden 

community through the course of its lifetime. 
Her positive and clear communications, her big-
picture embracing of edible, organic and healthy 
food production and her consistent respect for 
the work involved will be sadly missed as her 
family make a courageous move to Melbourne. 
We wish Rosemary, Gordon and Pip all the best 
for their time in Melbourne.

Supporters
To all those who support the garden with mem-

berships or good will, we really appreciate you, 
and to all those kids who pop-in and enjoy a taste 
– we love you!!

Rosemary Abetz-Rouse and Catheryn Thompson,
Yinnar Community Garden.

Yinnar Fuel
 & Farm Supplies

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RANGE – GREAT SERvICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

+

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240
52 Main Street, Yinnar vic 3869

From previous page

River Road  
Electrical Services

Domestic, Rural
Industrial, 

Commercial
Bruce Craddock

Mobile: 0427 696 640

 rec 9532
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Knitting Yarns by Mail
Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au

Your one stop shop for the very best yarns,
knitting patterns, needles & accessories

Dolls wigging & mohair for Santas & craft

FREE catalogue now available
Yarns include silk, cotton, bamboo, wool, mohair,

alpaca, cashmere & sock yarns from leading brands -
Patons, Cleckheaton, Panda, Noro, 
Debbie Bliss, Heirloom, Eki Riva, 
Lana Gatto, Shepherd, Jo Sharp

plus our own exclusive range of hand dyed mohair yarn

114 Fox & Fanckes Rd, Boolarra Sth 3870
Open by appointment only

Online orders delivered free to Boolarra street addresses

stokesay@bigpond.com 
Ph. Alison - 0408 992 927

Boolarra
Post Office Natters
Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells. Christmas is almost 
here again. Where has the year gone, I don’t 
know, do you? I wonder if it was because of the 
very cold winter when we stayed indoors mostly 
that we seem to have lost a month or two. It 
doesn’t matter now does it because we are out 
and about again enjoying the longer hours of 
daylight, looking forward to the festive fun and 
having a break from our daily routine. Those of 
us lucky enough to be going on holidays will be 
busy planning what they will take with them. 
They will also be organizing their homes and 
gardens for their time away. 
We certainly have had a dose of the cold and wet 
and there were a lot of colds and flu as well. Eve-
ryone is a lot happier now the warmer weather 
is here. Well, almost here. 
There has been a bit happening in Boolarra 
these last few months. With the Community 
Hotel opening with their scrumptious meals and 
the works going on, the town has been buzzing 
to say the least. It has been a pleasant ride so far. 
I must say, the Melbourne Cup Day was most 
enjoyable at our Hotel. There was the Barbie, the 
sweeps and then the music to finish the day off. 
A great day and from the comments that I have 
listened to, most people would say the same. It 
was a family day out.
I think all of our winter escapees have returned 
for the summer and this year they had to put up 
with cool weather up north. It was cold and wet 

in a lot of the outback places I’ve been told. But 
our winter was very cold wasn’t it? I guess that 
one day we might get a chance to escape as well.
Dream on.
It won’t be long till that bloke in the red suit 
comes around again spreading his cheer. I hope 
that you young ones have been planning your 
letter to him and get it in the Santa Mail Box 
as early as possible this year so you don’t miss 
out on a letter back from him. With all the new 
families in town this year I expect a lot of homes 
will be decorated for him. It’s a nice trip around 
town looking at the lovely lights and things. 
Some people go to a lot more effort than others 
but they are all special and lovely in their own 
way. We are all individual. And with the Christ-
mas season come the Carols by Candlelight. 
That is always a fabulous evening in Boolarra. 
Then of course it’s New Year, and soon after it’s 
Australia Day, and that is another great event for 
the community. Breakfast in the park followed 
by Awards and games. Just mingling with the 
locals is a very nice thing to do. Then it’s time 
for school to start again for the year.
Once all of the above has happened, then it’s 
time for the famous Folk Festival, on the first 
Saturday in March, and we know how people 
come from far and wide for that. It’s a great day 
with the market stalls and nonstop music until 
dusk. So on that note I will close .
We wish one and all a very Happy Christmas 
and a safe and healthy New Year.

Cheers,
Gwenda.

The end of another year looms and we wonder 
what we have done during this year.
We have just quietly let things happen in their 

own time and that doesn’t put pressure on any-
one, because we are all busy doing other stuff in 
our lives.
But, we have made a donation to the Chemo 

Ward at the Latrobe Regional Hospital. Up to 
now we had just let our money grow and it was 
fitting to donate it to this ward. We actually pur-
chased four apple iPads and they were presented 
to a grateful supportive team. I know they will 
be put to good use by the patients who undergo 
their treatment. Now instead of just sitting in 
the chair while attached to a drip machine, they 
can play games, listen to music or whatever they 
like to do. The iPad has a great number of apps 
to look into. Anyone who is a patient there will 
have access to these whilst they are there. We 
thank the Good Guys in Traralgon for doing the 
deal for us.
The rebuild of the Cancer Care Centre is a great 

improvement. It is light and airy, and patients 
are treated in spacious cubicles allowing them 
some privacy. It seems a lot more dignified now. 
More relaxing somehow.
Our fundraising this year was low key with 

money coming in from the 5 cent box at the 
Post Office, plants from Merilyn, fruit, veggies 
and eggs from gardens around the area and used 
book sales, as well as a great donation from the 
horse and cart rides at the Folk Festival.
Many thanks to all who have contributed dur-

ing this year.

Gwenda.

Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water and 
Battery Storage. We specialise in pre-
mium quality systems, backed up by 

old-fashioned Customer Service.

LocaL company - based in 
TraraLgon & mirboo norTh
Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add	value	to	your	home
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
call us now for a Free in-home quotation

phone: 1300 447 765
cherry@gippslandsolar.com.au 

www.gippslandsolar.com.au

Solar Power ✴ Solar Hot Water ✴ Battery Storage

Boolarra Stompers
Raising funds for our local Cancer Care Centre.
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One of the joys of travel to Europe or Britain, 
or indeed to any country, is to link one’s journey 
to an historical event or person and to mine the 
landscape up close. Places that may look quite 
ordinary can take on a new depth or glamour 
because they have a connection to a significant 
happening or hero. Even a family connection can 
have this effect. Hence the popularity of genea-
logical studies and shows like Who Do You Think 
You Are? 
Colin and Samantha Brick of Boolarra, our guest 

speakers for August, found their hero in a modern 
historical account of 7th century Northumbria in 
Britain. This was a time of clashing of cultural 
forces – Celtic, Anglo-Roman and Scottish tribes 
- all staking a claim to rule Britain. In amongst 
the warring armies and bloodshed of these times 
lived communities of monks who strove to Chris-
tianize or civilize the living circumstances of the 
people. Lindisfarne Abbey on the Holy Island 
where the famous Lindisfarne Gospels were pro-
duced is one of these communities. With it are 
connected such charismatic saints as Aidan, Col-
man and Cuthbert about whom the venerable 
Bede wrote.
So, earlier this year the Bricks travelled to this 

northernmost county in England to walk in 
footsteps of an early English king and patron 
of these monks, St Oswald. And walk they did, 
from Lindisfarne almost to Hadrian ’s Wall! Each 
day of the journey or pilgrimage they travelled 
on average 15 to 20 kilometers visiting the cas-
tles, fortresses and churches that abound, until 
they reached their next place of rest. Altogether 
they walked around 150 kilometers in 10 days. 
It seemed to us a fascinating journey through a 
mysterious but somehow familiar landscape. 
Beth and Harry Price took the famous Ghan train 

from Alice Springs to Darwin for their journey 

this year. Because of the difficult terrain the first 
section from Adelaide stopped at Alice originally. 
The final section joining Alice Springs to Darwin 
was completed and opened only in 2004. There 
was time at Alice to visit Uluru and some beau-
tiful gorges, and purchase some paintings. Then 
the long trek north began. 
Part of the journey on the first Ghan was by cam-

el, hence the name Afghan was attached to it al-
though the camel keepers were supposedly from 
anywhere else but Afghanistan. Beth and Harry 
were after a more comfortable ride and though it 
is not as slow as the original Ghan Express, named 
ironically by the locals because of its very regular 
unreliability, it is still a very long trip, one of the 
Great Train Journeys of the World. There was a 
stop at Katherine and a final one at Darwin. Un-
daunted, they then proceeded west to Kununurra 
and to the beautiful Kimberley’s. We were enter-
tained too by some excellent photos and maps.
Our last guest speaker for the year was Bill Arm-

strong. Many will have seen his teal blue Ford (or 
is it Holden) – he has had it for 50 years - carrying 
his mowing equipment and whipper snipper with 
its red rag, as he went from the Memorial Hall 
lawns to the various churches and institutions 
trimming the grass and gardening. Bill has been a 
wonderful benefactor to many of us. 
He was born in 1940 at the old Yallourn Hospi-

tal and his parents owned a small farm at Wonga 
near Mt Best. A mixed dairy and pig farm, it car-
ried ‘10 snakes to the acre’, said Bill. There was no 
electricity. He went first to Boolarra South School 
and then when the family moved to Boolarra, to 
the Boolarra Primary School. His school days 
were punctuated with some of the usual boyish 
pranks followed by cuts with the strap. He re-
members the headmaster Mr August Schmidt as 
a strict but good teacher. He remembers going to 

the pictures in the old Mechanics Hall and catch-
ing the Morwell train called ‘the flea’, because it 
jumped around a lot! 
After leaving high school he did an apprentice-

ship with Ericsons as a fitter and turner. He also 
worked at the La Mode factory as an engineer and 
at the SEC for 28 years. One of Bill’s great inter-
ests has been music. He comes from a very musi-
cal family. He spotted a guitar in a shop one day 
when he was 20 or so, liked the shape of it and 
took some lessons from a friend. He is a good gui-
tarist and is a member of a Country and Western 
band. He is still performing. It was great to hear 
his memories of our town. 
We finished the year with a sumptuous Christ-

mas feast at the Multi Purpose Building. Our best 
wishes to all Boolarrians and Link readers at this 
special time.
 
The Boolarra Historical Museum is open on 

the 1st Sunday of each month from 2-4 pm, 
or by appointment with the Secretary, Robyn 
Thompson (0458 977 008). The Boolarra and 
District Historical Society meets at the Museum 
on the third Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm. 
New members are always welcome, and infor-
mation on our activities can be obtained from 
Robyn Thompson (0458 977 008), Mengar Hib-
bins (0429 696 211), Judy Webster (5169 6351) 
or Beth Price (5169 6241).
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LANDCARE

Tree planting has been our main focus for the past couple of months. We 
have been busy getting through the threatened species plantings while the 
weather was suitable. The Mill Site tracks have had the tree clearing done and 

look a bit like a bomb site now. We are back at work but have a backlog of maintenance. 
We need to spray the weeds, pull grass, get cutting back and mow. Mowing has been 
hard as there are some quite wet areas which managed to trap Tony a couple of times. We 
would appreciate help on every second Wednesday morning from 9.30 till about 12.00 
if any members of the community have a few hours to spare. We would love those who 
regularly walk the tracks to join us next year at working bees. Next year we are going to 
work on the second Saturday of each month from 10.00 am till 12.00 noon, we really 
need some help with our maintenance as our numbers are few and we are all getting 
older. We are planning an evening picnic at Fox’s Hole early in the New Year. Look for 
details around town once we get it finalised. We did this last summer and it was a great 
success and we would love to have you join us. Remember you can join Landcare at the 
Post Office, just $20.00 per family. Help us care for the environment. 

Denise Schiller, 
Publicity Officer.

Boolarra South Landcare Group

Jasper, Charlotte, 
Malcolm T and 

Kirralee planting 
trees.

Malcolm and Toby tree planting.

Working Bee 
After a very long winter and complete absence of working bees for months, eight 

people (seven regulars and one ‘new face’ John Lubawski) gathered at the old en-
trance for morning tea/coffee and sorting out of tasks. The focus of the actual work 
was on 1. blackberry spraying/removal and 2. building a stairway for current project, 
the pieces being assembled at Mick and Denise’s and the Men’s Shed. Blackberries 
close to the river were cut out by hand; Catheryn doing most of this with some help 
from Alan. Thankyou Dave Smith of HVP for providing spray chemical.

This time of year - early Decem-
ber – is ideal for seeing the tree 
ferns at their spring time prime 
in this superb location, making 
a very attractive setting for the 
day. So another very successful 
working bee it was – followed by 
a picnic lunch, shared food and 
drink (and some good humour) 
– thanks everyone for taking 
part.

Alan Hall,
Friends of the Upper Morwell River. 

Friends of Upper Morwell 
River. L-R: Alan, Zorka, 
Mac, Catheryn, Mick, 

Denise, and Phil. Pic by 
John Lubawski.

FRIENDS OF THE UPPER 
MORWELL RIvER Springtime Ode to a Morwell River Friend

Friend of the marvellous Blue-Tongue Lizard, 
Tucked in the long grass
Springtime, by the river

Friend of the wild, fragrant wattle blossom,
Growing in bright yellow and olive masses River Road
Springtime, by the river

Friend of the three cascades 
Swim with Alan, or stand on the flat rock shelf 
mid-falls
Springtime, by the river

Friend of the Blue-Tongue, the blossom, the cascades
And the crayfish

Friend of the Upper Morwell River
Planner-President: warm fire at Yak’s Picnic Ground
With Franklin, Hans and Connie
Springtime, by the river

By Alan Hall - dedicated to Catheryn Thompson 
for her recent birthday.
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Boolarra Store
9-11 Tarwin Street Boolarra

Eat in or take away
Catering available

*Light meals *Coffee *Cakes *Fresh sandwiches & rolls 
*Fish & Chips *Burgers *Bakery pies, pasties, sausage rolls *Roast beef & gravy rolls
*Fresh bakery bread *Milk *Papers *Grocery items *Smokes *Gifts *Ice *Gas Bottles

Café open for breakfast, lunch, dinner
Hours: Mon-Fri open 6.00am. Weekends and holidays open 8.00am 

Phone 5169 6452 

Spring has made our gardens flourish; there must be some 
benefits from all the rain. In October the group spent a 
lovely day around the Stratford and Maffra areas visiting 
three large and beautiful gardens. The hosts welcomed 
and fed us as they shared their achievements and of course 
cuttings. The land around this part of Gippsland is fairly 
flat and it is much dryer than Boolarra so the gardens 
were a bit different from ours.
November was the Boolarra Open Gardens and we had six 
lovely gardens to explore; each very different. We mar-
velled at Kristy’s creativity and at Simon’s hedging. Aggie’s 
achievements since her house and garden were destroyed 
in the bushfires were amazing. We saw how people coped 
with steep sites and different soil profiles. There were some 
good veggie gardens too, and the different ways of protect-
ing the gardens from predators were interesting. Rabbits, 
birds and even the bush rats were problems for some. Thank you to all the 
generous gardeners for sharing your gardens with us, we know how hard 
you had worked especially as the weather had not been kind. Thanks too 
to Jill, John and family for their co-ordination and planning, ticket selling, 
maps and signs; a massive amount of work, much appreciated.

One of our members, 
Yoke, had her garden 
in the Victorian Open 
Gardens around Traral-
gon. This garden is on a 
steep site and has been 
developing for nearly 
20 years. It covers many 
acres and is surrounded 
by bush. They con-
structed a big dam or 
pond early on to give 
themselves an emer-
gency water supply and 
also to water the garden. 
Since then garden beds 

and terraces have been created working from the house out. Yoke likes 
unusual plants so she replaces old with new as she finds something inter-
esting. Possums, Wallabies, Rabbits, King parrots, Bower Birds and Yabbies 
are all her enemies and Alan has built ‘Fort Vegetable’ to keep them out. 
Rocks have been used extensively and drystone walls are Alan’s specialty. 
Close planting and lots of organic matter have been her keys to success on 
quite a difficult site. A garden well worth a visit. Seven Acres at Hazelwood 
South was also open as part of this Open Gardens. You pass this garden as 
you travel Tramway Road. It is also very beautiful, quite a formal garden 
with lovely paths, wide borders and lots of trees.
We have come to the end of another year of sharing companionship and 
expertise. Thanks again to Jill for keeping us informed and for the planning 
and organising of our excursions. We welcome new members and will start 
planning 2017 in January; contact Jill if you would like more details of our 
activities. 

Denise Schiller,
Garden Club.

BOOLARRA GARDEN CLUB Jill, Carol, Sue and others under the 
Wisteria at Stratford.

 Natalie’s garden near Maffra.
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A voyage of discovery by Colin Brick. 
A number of Boolarra residents have been on a 

voyage of discovery over the past six months into 
means of effectively combating domestic violence.
Samantha and I come from a relatively shel-

tered and privileged background. When we com-
menced the program of community and personal 
training on the nature of domestic violence we 
had no idea of where it would lead.
The voyage has been challenging and stimulating. 

We have had interaction with a number of profes-
sionals who work in this area, all of whom have 
a slightly different focus, but who are all single-
minded in their commitment to overcoming the 
damage caused to individuals and our communi-
ties by this problem. We have had contributions 
from victims who have described the journeys 
they have had to undertake to escape the cycle. 
We have had support from community members 
such as Frank (Koko the Clown) Bezzina, who is 
orchestrating a local program to provide children 
with the tools and outlook to protect them from 
predatory sexual abuse.
The first step of the voyage is understanding that 

there are many different types of domestic vio-
lence; against partners, against children, against 
parents, against siblings, comprising sexual, phys-
ical, mental or financial abuse. The key factor in 
domestic violence is the abuse of power and the 
use of control within a relationship. The antidote 
is to treat people in a relationship with respect.
The following power and control wheel outlines 

one of the typical cycles of abuse and control.

 
One of the questions foremost in my mind when 

I commenced the program was: does Boolarra 
have a domestic violence problem?
The answer is an unequivocal Yes and No!
The figures for Latrobe Valley are amongst the 

highest in the state and have sky-rocketed over 
the past three years. This increase is deceptive, 
and is probably good news, as it reflects the great-

er acknowledgement of this as a problem area by 
the authorities, and greater resourcing put into 
combatting the issue. It also reflects greater will-
ingness by victims to take action to address the 
problem.
Numerous service providers have confirmed to 

me that domestic violence is an issue in the small 
rural towns in the region, including Boolarra, al-
beit not at anywhere near the levels of the larger 
towns. 
However I hope you will agree with me that no 

level of domestic violence is acceptable, and if 
through education and support we can resolve 
even one situation it is a worthwhile goal.
Another query in my mind that was addressed 

during the program was “Why don’t the victims 
of domestic violence simply leave, if things are so 
bad?”
The answer is complex because every situation is 

different, however among the factors that contrib-
ute are: the victim’s feeling of lack of self-worth, 
understanding that there is domestic violence ( a 
misuse of power) occurring, fear of violence, fear 
of social stigmatisation, concern for the children, 
love for the perpetrator, economic concerns and 
social isolation.
The sad fact is that even when a victim decides 

to leave, it can take on average seven attempts to 
actually successfully leave a relationship. It must 
be noted that a woman, or her family, is most at 
risk of violence during this process of separation.
The final leg of our discovery voyage was in learn-

ing what support could be 
offered to reduce the im-
pact of domestic violence in our community. 
In many ways, the most important aspect is in 

educating the community to recognise and reject 
violence. Where there is a lack of respect and con-
sideration between individuals or groups, abuse 

becomes commonplace.
We learnt of the service providers who are avail-

able around the clock to assist people in need. 
Contact details for these groups are at the bot-
tom of this article. We learnt of the important and 
growing role of intervention orders in addressing 
issues, and the flexibility that these provide to ad-
dress individual circumstances.
Probably most importantly, we defined our role 

as being visible role models, open to contact with 
people affected by domestic violence, victim or 
perpetrator, and able to give them guidance on 
the resources and support available to help them 
address the issue. 
However our journey is not finished. Future 

planned events to continue spreading the mes-
sage. Hopefully one of them rings your bell.
•	 Making	One	Million	Stars	project.	This	is	

a nationwide project to bring communities to-
gether and spread the anti-violence project. The 
Stars will be used in the 2018 Commonwealth 
Games. This event has happened, but contact Syl-
via Sauppe if you want to make some stars. Via 
Boolarra Link. 
•	 Mentors	 in	 Violence	 Prevention	 Aware-

ness/Bystander training
•	 A	beer	and	pizza	film	night	for	the	blokes

Colin Brick ,
5163 1212.

24 hour Support Numbers:
1800 243 455  - Quantum
1800 RESPECT (1800 737 732) - Family Vio 

                              lence Counselling Service 
1300 78 99 78  - MensLine Australia 

Other Boolarra Community Champions 
Against violence;
Samantha Brick - 0427 824 722
Daniel Brick - 0499 241 183
Jacqui Healey - 0447 455 198
Wendy Wills - 0434 916 063

Boolarra Community Champions Against Domestic violence Project

Comunity members Venturer 
Scouts and Leaders at the 
star weaving workshop at 

Boolarra.
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At the Yinnar Scout Group we had lots going on in the last 
few months.
We have two Joeys (five to seven years) attending weekly 

sessions with the Churchill Joeys.
There are ten Cubs doing a variety of activities. Recently 

they had a Halloween session to celebrate Halloween with 
lots of scary games. Last week the Cubs took their bikes to 
Lake Hyland and rode around the lake. The pack have been 
working hard towards a number of badges, like the collec-
tors badge, swimming badge and cooking badge. Some of the 
Cubs received their Bronze Medallion this week.
Our five Scouts had a five day camp with some Scouts from 

1st Morwell at a farm in Boolarra in the spring holidays. 
Three Scouts participated in the Cohen shield competition 
and Jota/Joti (worldwide Scout meeting over the air and in-
ternet). One Scout was part of the Strzelecki show time this 
year. The Scouts organized a workshop for One Million Stars 
Against Violence. Parents and Scouting members from four 
other Scout groups attended. A bike hike was held one even-
ing. For the end of year activity, the Scouts had a day of laser 

tag, along with other Scout groups from the district.
Our two Venturers, as part of the Jeeralang Venturer Unit participated in two workshops for 

One Million Stars, Showtime and Archery, with the Mirboo North Scouts having an astron-
omy session. The Venturer unit have planned a camp at Eagle Point in the summer holidays.
We have one Rover at the moment who is helping out in various activities, if any young 

person (18 to 26) would like to join camping, hiking, car racing and help in the community, 
contact us.
The parent committee had a well-attended meeting at the start off the term. Youth members 

prepared food for the parents, Joeys had prepared sausages in pastry for the entree, Cubs 
cooked pizza for mains and Scouts, sticky date pudding muffins with sauce, which were deli-
cious.
For fundraising we sold raffle tickets at the Yinnar Pub on Melbourne Cup Day. A work-

ing bee was held at the start of November in which we sorted out camping gear into the 
new shed and put up the new look signs 
at the Scout Hall. We held a successful 
trivia afternoon for the youths.
For the New Year we have planned a 

family camp in January.

Hope all have a good festive season,
1st Yinnar Scout Group.

‘One Million Stars to End Violence’ is a love and peace 
filled community project. These beautiful stars are sym-
bols of light, courage and solidarity to end all forms of 
violence, including violence against women, bullying 
and racism.
We had two workshops to weave some Stars towards 

the one million for the Commonwealth Games. The 
Gippsland community has pledged to make 10,000 
stars. 
The first workshop was held in Boolarra hosted by 

the Boolarra Community Against Domestic Violence, 
where community members and Jeeralang and New-
borough Venturers Scouts with their Leaders attended. 
On this evening we made 96 stars. The Venturers have 
pledged to make 30 stars each to work towards their 
‘Messenger of Peace’ badge. They took ribbons home to 
make more stars to bring to the next session in Yinnar.
The second workshop was hosted by the Yinnar Scout 

Troop at the Yinnar Scout Hall. Members from 1st 
Churchill, Mirboo North, West Traralgon Scouts, Jeer-
alang and Newborough Venturers, Leaders and Parents 
made 235 stars for the project. Together with the stars 
made by the Venturers and Leaders at home, nearly 500 
stars were made. 
From Scouts working for the Messenger of Peace badge, 

here is an extract from Scouts Australia: 
“The Messengers of Peace (MoP) initiative started the 

promotion of dialogue, peace and social entrepreneur-
ship in 2011. This program is led by the World Or-
ganisation of the Scouting Movement (WOSM) and 
through this program; Scouts will become Global Ac-
tive Citizens involved in their local communities.
“We, as Scouts, are creating a better world. We can 

make a positive change in the world by becoming ac-
tive citizens in our community. We have been doing 
this for over 100 years and now we want others, Scouts 
and non-Scouts to join this effort.
“Achieving world peace is related to creating a positive 

change. Most of the time, peace is related to the absence 
of war or conflict, but peace is also a result of daily 
goodwill actions. In fact, if we adopt and promote dia-
logue, understanding and kindness amongst each other 
as a way of everyday life, the chances to have conflicts 
and war are a lot smaller.
“As Scouts we felt the one Million Star Project is in the 

same spirit as the Messenger of Peace Project. Every 
woven star reminds us that we have to MAKE peace 
and safe spaces and that it doesn’t just happen. Every 
star is a commitment to resist violence and revenge, to 
believe in forgiveness and healing”. 
The 500 stars were on display with domestic violence 

information in November at the Boolarra Store.
 http://www.onemillionstars.net/

1st Yinnar Scout Group

Scout Leaders Sylvia and Shane with 
the three Souts Tamah, Stephen and 

Lance at Cohen Shield.

Yinnar Scouts at the end of 
year District Laser Tag.

Star Weaving workshop at 
the Yinnar Scout Hall.
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Our school concert is set for 7.30 pm on Thursday, 15 December 
in the Boolarra Memorial Hall. Everyone is welcome. We ask for 
a gold coin donation on entry to help cover the costs of the Hall 
hire. 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the fabulous folk 

who put together The Boolarra Link: they do a super job. We ap-
preciate having this opportunity to highlight some of the great 
things that happen at our school. 
Have a very Merry Christmas and a safe holiday!

Principal, 
Leanne Emond.

Mrs Elizabeth Black and our JSC catered 
our Breakfasts throughout the year.

The P/1/2’s enjoyed learning about 
dental health.

Good playground behaviour earned 
Bonus Recesses.

We hosted a Chess 
Victoria Tournament.

Our tradi-
tional Egg 
Roll was 

enjoyed by 
all.

Our School Captains 
did a great job all year.

The Welcome Gathering in Memorial 
Park was well attended.

Our drumming opened the mu-
sic program at the Folk Festival.

We had an 
Art Stall at the 
Boolarra Folk 

Festival.

The pool provided relief during the hot 
days in February.

The Grade 6 
Buddies helped 
the preps settle 

in quickly.

We’ve had a Great Year! Please see photographic 
evidence of this provided below.
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Boolarra Playgroup would like to invite all the local Mums 
and Dads to come and enjoy the fun! There are craft or 
cooking activities each week for the children and toys ga-
lore for all ages to play with for indoor and outdoor play.
Tea and coffee are provided, so come and drop by for some 

fun and relax on our leather lounges or get involved with 
the activities. This year has seen the addition of a beauti-
ful new cubby house and a huge new sand pit, complete 
with lots of sand toys. This has been made possible by the 
hard work of past and present Mum’s fundraising activities 
and efforts in seeking donations from generous local busi-
nesses.
At Playgroup, the children learn valuable social skills just 

playing and having fun with their friends. Playgroup is as important for Mum’s as it is for the kids. 
It’s a great opportunity to make new friends and catch up with other local Mums and Dads, share 
ideas and experiences and of course provide support for each other.
Boolarra Playgroup is held every Thursday during the school terms from 9.30am – 11.30am in 

the Multi Purpose Build-
ing. For more information 
about Boolarra Playgroup 
contact Simone Oberdor-
fer on 0421 417 735 or si-
moneoberdorfer@gmail.
com

Simone Oberdorfer,
President Boolarra Play-
group.

Nurturing our future

BOOLARRA PLAYGROUP

Local Police 
Officer Matt 
Ryan visited.

The Visiting Shows were great, 
especially Sean Choolburrow.

Our Lifeskills Kitchen 
was put to good use as 
parent Tracy Anderson 
helped students prepare 

a healthy end of year 
lunch.

Cool moves were captured at the JSC 
Discos.

Our foot-
ball/net-

ball teams 
competed 
at Yinnar.

JSC 
staged 
a Book 

Charac-
ter out of 
uniform 

day.

Everyone enjoyed our School Athletic 
Sports.

Mr Peavey 
gave ten-

nis lessons 
to all our 
students.

The new preps looked a little nervous 
on their first day.

Boolarra Playgroup chil-
dren enjoying craft activities 

throughout the year.
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Fire and Incidents Report
Thankfully over the last few months it has been 
relatively quiet on the turnout front with only a 
small number of incidents having occurred in 
our patch.
Preparation for the fire danger period
Now is the time to get prepared as last year we 
attended 16 incidents in the fire danger period. 
Keep in mind when you are cleaning up around 
your property that a small burn off on the right 
day can quickly get away from you. Always en-
sure you have sufficient water on hand to extin-
guish the fire in case of emergency. With all the 
rain we have had in spring, there has been a sub-
stantial amount of growth of grass and shrubs/ 
trees in and around town – clean up now before a 
fire does! 
Burning off 
Did you know that it is against the law to burn off 
in the township boundary? 
There are specific requirements for lighting fires 
within Latrobe City - under the current Latrobe 
City Local Law No 2 owners or occupiers of all 
land in Latrobe City require a permit to burn. 
A ‘blanket’ permit for this activity in Farming, 
Low Density Residential and Rural Living Zones 
within Latrobe City is given providing the follow-
ing conditions are complied with:
•	 An	adult	is	to	be	in	attendance	at	all	
times.
•	 A	minimum	firebreak	of	two	metres	must	
be constructed around the area to be burnt.
•	 Sufficient	water	is	to	be	on	site	to	handle	
any emergency that may occur.
•	 Notice	must	be	given	to	each	neighbour	
of the area to be burnt prior to ignition.
•	 Call	1800	668	511	Vic	Fire	Ballarat	to	
lodge your intention to burn.
This permit is only valid outside of the Fire Dan-

ger Period. If unsure of this period please 
contact the Fire Prevention officer on 1300 
367 700 or Vic Fire Ballarat on 1800 668 
511.
The ‘blanket’ permit is not valid on days of 
Total Fire Ban or for the Residential 1 zone 
and Township zone areas of Churchill, Moe, 
Morwell, Traralgon, Yallourn North, Yinnar, 
Boolarra, Glengarry, Toongabbie, Tyers and 
Traralgon South, where all burning off is 
banned. 
Our Brigade has a Community Fire Trailer 
that can be used to ensure you have suf-
ficient water should the need arise – please 
contact the brigade if you would like to book 
it.
Open Day
On Sunday, 23 October we threw open the 
doors to the community for our annual Open 
Day.
Captain Koala was in attendance and all the 
children had a great time learning to get down 
low and go, go, go in a smoke filled room in the 
‘smoke house’.
The free sausages were a hit and we saw a good 
number of community members come down and 
get information about how to prepare for this 
coming summer.
Mirboo North Fire Brigade came along in their 
road rescue appliance and showed us how to 
open a car without keys! It was a great demon-
stration of the tools and skills that they have on 
board for when an accident occurs on our local 
roads.
Annual group familiarisation day
Every year our group (Merton Group) conduct 
an annual familiarisation and testing day at Ker-
not Hall lake in Morwell so that all the brigades 
can learn about each other’s appliances (trucks, 
trailers, equipment). If a member ever needs to 
get on another truck, they will have some under-

standing of how that particular 
appliance operates (Every truck 
is different!) 
This year the Gordon Bolwell 
trophy was also judged and 
awarded on the same day – the 
trophy is awarded by the judges 
after thoroughly checking out 
each brigades’ appliance and 
testing the knowledge of the 
brigade members in attendance. 
The winner each year is to or-
ganise the following years’ event 
– it was a close call, but Yinnar 
just edged out Boolarra by one 
point this year.
visitors

Kinder groups visit the Station in early Novem-
ber. Dave O’Brien was in his element teaching 
the children about what to do in case of fire or 
emergencies. All the kids had a look through 
the Fire Station and learnt about all the different 
things on the fire truck. Before the day was over, 
it wouldn’t be fair if the kids didn’t get to squirt 
a little water and pretend for just a moment that 
they were a fire fighter. Thanks to Pete Morrison 
assisting, each child had a turn at squirting water 
at a traffic cone – they were all delighted in being 
able to knock it over!
Alternative energy and battery storage
Again, we ask that you complete the survey 
included on this page and return it to the Post 
Office if you have an alternative energy supply 
and/or battery storage system installed at your 
property – we are asking for this information so 
that we can be better prepared and have a plan in 
place if we have to come to your property. Thank 
you to the property owners that have already 
completed and returned the survey in the previ-
ous edition.
Training 
Sunday’s and every second Monday
Interested community members are welcome to 
come down to the station and see what we get up 
to. Training is held every second Monday night 
from 7pm and every Sunday between 9am and 
10am.
Our juniors have continued training over spring 
in between the senior sessions and are showing 
lots of skill and enthusiasm. 
Find us on Facebook
Have you joined our Brigade Facebook group? 
We provide regular updates and information on 
our page – search for “Boolarra Fire Brigade”

Rob Franssen,
Community Safety and Education.

BOOLARRA’S BURNING ISSUES
BOOLARRA CFA NEWS

Dave O’ Brien teaching Kinder children what to do in case of fire or 
emergencies.

Aerial photo of the CFA station at the Open Day.
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Antiques, Collectables, 
Farming Gear

- Goods Bought and Sold -
. . . Old bottles, household items etc. 

Offering a service of garage and farm 
shed clean outs and clean ups for

 deceased estates.

Open Sat-Sun 10am to 4pm.

7 Christian St, Boolarra 
Follow us on Facebook!

Contact Phil: 0412 813 905

Deaconess Payne Retires
From the past - 30 years ago - The ‘Link’ vol.5 No. 3, 1986.

The Reverend Deaconess Sheila Payne will be retiring in November after nearly 40 years 
of serving the Diocese of Gippsland. Deaconess Payne studied at Sydney University then 
served at Newtown N.S.W. and Benalla Victoria before coming to Gippsland in early 
1947.
During 1947 she was in charge of the Parish of Rosedale and Ordained in 1948 at St. 

Paul’s Cathedral, Sale. Since then she has worked in the Parishes of Traralgon, Yarram, 
Wonthaggi and Moe as the Rector’s assistant. From 1959 to 1964 she was Deaconess in 
charge at Cann River and from 1971 she has been in charge of the Parish of Boolarra-
Yinnar.
Deaconess Payne will conduct her last service on Sunday 9th November 1986 at 7.30pm. 

A farewell supper will be held afterwards in the Boolarra Memorial Hall. All parishion-
ers and friends of the Deaconess are welcome at this function. Ladies a plate please. For 
further information ring 696 444 or 056-648 242.
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It was lovely to welcome Mary back after her 
winter sojourn to Queensland. Mary says it’s 
good to be back with her ‘woolly’ friends and we 
all love to hear of her visit up north. Fortunately 
this year there was no misadventure to report.
We don’t see so much of Anne T these days since 
she’s been working full time, but she still man-
ages to call in from time to time and is nearing 
completion of her flowery throw. Anne is also 
looking forward to knitting baby clothes for her 
first grand child.
Anne L has almost completed her very bright 
multi-coloured scarf and lucky is the person 
whose neck it will adorn next winter.
Sue is taking a break from spinning her stash of 
fleeces; she’s recently knitted three owl hats for 
her great niece and her new baby sister. By the 
way, shshsh (it’s a secret from the family). Sue is 

also very busy 
knitting a flock of 
penguins for the 
family Christmas 
table.
Judy, who has 
recently joined us, 
is learning to knit 
socks on a circular needle under the guidance 
of Lori. Barb is also learning to knit circular 
needle socks and she reckons that Lori is a very 
good and patient teacher.
Kerryn’s been very productive knitting socks for 
Christmas presents and has now moved on to a 
scarf for a change.
Carla, who has also recently returned from her 
sojourn up north, is knitting a white jumper 
from her home spun merino yarn, Carla has 
some socks on the go as well.
Toddler tunic dresses have been Lori’s project 
recently and socks as usual of course.
My project in recent months has been slippers 
for Christmas presents, knitted from my 
daughter Karen’s alpaca fleece. I’m also look-
ing forward to moving on to baby clothes for 
my second great grand child.
Our ladies have all been very produc-
tive this past 12 months and still enjoying 
each others company and our tasty shared 
lunches each week. If you think Wool Group 
is something you might enjoy or would like 
more information about, please contact me 
on 0400 722 716.

Lois Thornton, 
Member.

WOOL GROUP YARNING

Caring Family Medicine

New Patients Welcome
You can now book your appointment online 

or via our very own “MAACG” app 
www.hazelwoodhealth.com.au 

or call 

5122 2555
Open Monday to Saturday
Evening Clinic Wednesday

Bulk Billing
To all Medicare Card Holders

9a Georgina Place, Churchill

H A Z E LW O O D
P R O P E R T Y

M A I N T E N A N C E
Small or Large Lawns

Gutters / Window Cleaning
Pruning / Weed Eradication

Mark & Sandra Maynard

PH / FAX: 03 5163 1782
MOBILE: 0412 549 376

hazelpm@optusnet.com.au 

The scarf was knitted by Kate.
The pink dress with stripey arms was knitted by 

Kate.

These two baby dresses and socks 
were knitted by Lori.
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7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra vic 3870 
Ph: 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523 

em: rgp@jonshell.com.au

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE
Open: Monday to Friday - 9.00am to 12.00pm and 12.45 to 5.00pm

Saturdays – 9.00am to 11.00am except long weekends when we will be closed.
Our Christmas stock is here so come in for a browse before it disappears. Gift-

ware, Toys Books.
Supplying all Australia Post Products including Express, International, and Registered mail, Stamps, Pack-
aging etc. Photocopying & Fax Service. JP on site most days, appointments appreciated to save you a wasted 

trip in.
Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals are also avail-

able. Travel Money and Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa Cards are also available 
here as well as the Travel Visa cards. We also have some Gift Cards. 

Banking services are available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can help you do a 
Western Union Money Transfer. Electoral Roll Application forms are available here. And Senior Card ap-

plications are also available.
We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.

We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, not to mention the extra things 
like plants, the 5 cent box and produce when available to raise money for the Stompers.

 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you are entitled to a 
reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery.

Our Christmas stock is arriving early this year so pop in for a look and start stocking up on the stocking 
fillers while we have it.

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO EVERYONE AND HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM US 
ALL AT THE POST OFFICE. Gwenda, Roger and Team.

Photo: Private Morton Hall (Enlisted as 
John Hall) wearing a bandolier and hold-
ing a Martini Henry rifle 4TH Victorian 

Imperial Bushmen.

Craig Young Butchery
Gourmet Meats

Specialising in bulk meats
Fresh Fish Friday

Have your stock slaughtered, cut-up, 
packed & frozen to your requirements

Phone Orders Taken
90 Ridgway, Mirboo North

Ph: 5668 1632
Superb Spit Roasts 

& Catering Available
Proprietors: Fiona & Craig Young

KEN GRAEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo North 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced vehicle Tester 
& Service Centre

The Morwell Historical Society Inc. is currently 
researching the soldiers and civilians from the 
Morwell District that served in the Boer War 
(1899-1902). The project includes soldiers that 
lived in the district before the war, on enlistment 
or came to the district after the war. The objective 
is to compile a Roll of Honour listing the soldiers 
and their respective units. A second aspect of the 
project is the production of a graphic display fea-
turing portrait photographs of the soldiers and a 
summary of their life and war service.

MORWELL DISTRICT BOER WAR PROJECT

The Morwell District was well represented dur-
ing the Boer War and several came from Boolarra 
and Budgeree. The soldiers were all volunteers 
and especially from the Morwell District, were 
from the farming community. One of the soldiers 
was Private Morton Hall of the pioneering Hall 
family of Budgeree. He served with the Victorian 
Imperial Bushmen in South Africa.

Research is well advanced. Should any readers 
have information or photos of local soldiers and 
civilians that served in the Boer War, they are in-
vited to contact the principal researcher Rob de 
Souza-Daw ph (03) 5122 1946 or robdesd@big-
pond.net.au 

BOOLARRA 
POST OFFICE 

Christmas Closed Days are:

Saturday, 24 Dec  closed
Sunday,  25 Dec  closed
Monday, 26 Dec  closed
Tuesday, 27 Dec  closed
Wednesday, 28 Dec  closed
Thursday, 29 Dec  OPEN
Friday,  30 Dec  OPEN
Saturday, 31 Dec  closed
Sunday, 1 Jan  closed
Monday, 2 Jan closed
Tuesday, 3 Jan  OPEN
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Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, 
Domestic Water 

Contact Dave for Free Quotes
Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au

Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley gravel

BOOLARRA 
MEMORIAL HALL INC. 
As the year draws to a close, the Boolarra Me-
morial Hall Committee have once
again worked tirelessly to look after YOUR 
Hall. The Committee thank our regular hirers 
and for leaving the Hall tidy after they leave. 
Just a gentle reminder that ALL Hall hirers are 
responsible for leaving the Hall clean and tidy 
which includes the toilets and grounds. Also 
all rubbish should be taken away to discourage 
unwanted six and four legged visitors.
 The Hall Committee would like some assis-
tance with keeping the Hall lawns mowed
regularly. As our budget is small it does not 
always stretch to paying someone to mow. If 
you think you can help, just give the Secretary a 
call or even better just do it anytime it suits you. 
We would be most grateful. We can assist with 
fuel costs.
We have been spoilt in the past by Bill Arm-

strong’s willingness to volunteer his time
and Rob Carstairs when asked by his Mother. 
The Hall Committee recently held Devonshire 
Teas for the Open Gardens day and will be 
again on Folk Festival day Saturday, 4 March 
2017. Again, if you can assist on the day please 
contact Roz. An hour here and there would be 
great.
All bookings for the Hall are taken at Boolarra 
Store. Please leave a name and phone number 
with your booking. Once again a thank you to 
Robyn and Mick for looking after the book for 
the Hall.
The first meeting of 2017 will be on Thursday, 
16 February at 7.30pm at the Hall.

Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy New 
Year.

Roz Carstairs,
Secretary BMH.

Another twelve months have passed, another 
year draws to a close and that means the holiday 
season is upon us.
Whether you donated goods, donated money, 

shopped at our Churchill Lifeline Shop or at the 
huge Lifeline Book and Plant sales, Lifeline Gipp-
sland and their Churchill shop volunteers would 

like to take this opportunity to thank all our won-
derful supporters in the Churchill, Yinnar, Bool-
arra and surrounding districts for their continued 
support during the year. This has meant that we 
are able to continue to staff the Crisis Line and 
provide other local suicide prevention activities.
We have one favour to ask, if you have goods you 

wish to donate to Lifeline, it would be appreciated 
if you could kindly bring them into our shops or 
to our warehouse at 2 Fleming Street, Morwell 
before the Christmas rush or after we re-open in 
January.

We wish everyone a safe, healthy, holiday season, 
and we hope that the New Year will bring every-
thing you wish for.
Our Churchill Shop will be taking a break over 

the Christmas and New Year period, closing at 
4.00pm on Friday, 16 December, and then we 
look forward to your ongoing support when we 
re-open on Monday, 9 January, 2017.

Remember that if you are struggling to cope 
over the festive period our trained volunteers 
are there to help on 13 11 14.

Expressions of Interest
The Mirboo North and District Commu-

nity Bank invites expressions of interest from 
members of the Mirboo North, Boolarra and 
Yinnar communities with skills in adminis-
tration, marketing, project management, me-
dia, finance or governance, to join a pool of 
potential volunteers who might be called on 
in peak periods of activity, or more regularly, 
and/or who might be interested in joining the 
board when vacancies arise. Please contact 
Marg Lynn, Board Chair, on 0419 361 039 or 
marglynn@tpg.com.au

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 
AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879.  S48164-1 
(232943_v1) (2/12/2014)

It’s switching your banking to us. 
But it’s bigger than that.
It’s $254,000 poured back into South West 
Gippsland.
Our bank invests its profits into our community, so just 
by banking with us, you automatically become part of 
something bigger. Bigger than a bank.

Drop into your nearest branch at 88 Ridgway, Mirboo 
North or phone 5668 1231 or apply now at 
bendigobank.com.au

bendigobank.com.au

Mirboo North & District 
Community Bank® 
Branch
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HAPPY CAMPERS
 

 Here we are at the end of another year. We have 
had a few enjoyable weekends away in 2016 and 
in the last few months we had a trip to Paynes-
ville on the AFL Grand Final Weekend. It was a 
pleasant caravan park that we stayed in though 
we were a bit scattered. Never mind. We still had 
a lovely time checking out the area. We did a 
steady drive on the Friday morning and mean-
dered past Loy Yang and through Rosedale, onto 
Fulham and had our first stop in Stratford. Once 
we were all comfortable we continued on to Hol-
lands Landing where we had a leisurely lunch, 
(so did the mozzies), then we continued on to 
Paynesville where we set up our camps and got 
together in Natalie, Elaine and Spencers’ cabin 
for arvo tea. We then regrouped in the camp 
kitchen for happy hour then cooked our barbie 
tea and talked until it was time to wander off to 
our beds for the night.
Saturday saw us head off to Raymond Island 
where we went on a koala search. We saw plenty. 

Then we went in search of the 
church that was moved there from Bundalaguah 
some years ago and had a look around that. It 
was set in a great location but the mozzies chased 
us away. That church, St Barnabus, was my child-
hood church where I went to Sunday school and 
later on went to church. A lot of memories there.
Saturday arvo saw us split up a bit and do our 

own thing. Some of us watched the footy and saw 
the doggies win their first Grand Final for a lot of 

years. That night we went to a local res-
taurant and had a nice meal, and good 
company. Time for bed.
Sunday saw us heading for home again. 
A really nice weekend.
Our next weekend saw us head over to 
Yarram on the last weekend in Novem-
ber.
What a happy time that was. There were 
20 of us on this trip. 
We arrived on the Friday and set up. 
Most of us went for a walk up the street 
to check out the shops, a couple drove. 
There are some interesting shops and 
a couple of good coffee shops as well. 
We went to the Old Court House and 

checked out the information on the area of places 
of interest. After tiring ourselves out we went 
back to the Tourist Park. to get ready for our 
happy hour to be followed by a barbie tea. Robbo 

got the fire going and that drew everyone in.
The barbie area is pretty well set up with two 
barbies, and a boiling water urn on the post. That 
was very handy for anyone who wanted a hot 

drink. It was a lovely cosy atmosphere just 
sitting there with the fire and listening to 
the chatter.
Saturday saw us plan to go to Tarraville and 
see the historic church. That was interest-
ing. It was built around 1835 I think just 
using the timber boards and no nails. It has 

been done up over time but you would expect 
that. We left there and rolled on to Port Albert. 
It was a shame about the wind which prevented 
us eating our fish and chips on the foreshore, but 
you can’t plan the weather can you.
After Port Albert we went on our merry way to 
Agnes Falls. That is an amazing place. There was 
plenty of water of course so the sight was beaut. 
Nat put Roger and I to shame by walking down 
to the lower viewing platform with the others.
We then wandered home by following Spencer 
and Elaine as the leaders.
It was a nice trip back to Yarram through coun-

tryside we hadn’t seen much before.
Then it was time to have a rest and get ready to 
go out to dinner at the Glasshouse Bistro. We 
found that most enjoyable. Good food and plenty 
of it and best of all great company. Phil and 
Roger cracked everyone up. Don’t think we have 
laughed so much in ages. Faye and Elaine told 
some good yarns. We didn’t want to go home but 
we did. We knew we had to leave the next morn-
ing 
Sunday morning arrived and time to pack up. 
After many goodbyes we finally left the Caravan 
Park and wound our way home to Boolarra. It 
was sad in a way that we won’t be doing another 
trip this year but next year is already well into 
the planning stages. It was lovely to have Mark, 
Emma and Tommy join us this time.
We hadn’t seen them in quite a while since they 
moved. 
We would like to wish everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a wonderful, safe and healthy 
New Year for 2017. It could be a year of many 
changes for some.

Gwenda Pither.

Good food and great company at the 
Glasshouse Bistro.

Agnes Falls.

Historic church Tarraville.
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I hope everyone has been enjoying the break 
from football/netball and are rebuilding their 
energy reserves for the coming season.
This years Best and Fairest players, Runner-up 

and Coaches Awards recipients didn’t make the 
last issue of The Boolarra Link as I totally forgot 
to put them in so here they are now:

15's and Under
Best and Fairest - Lydia Reiske
Runner Up - Grace Cascianelli
Coaches Award - Isabelle Reiske

17's and Under
Best and Fairest - Elizabeth Rauschdorf
Runner Up - Lauren Alexander
Coaches Award - Ella O’Kane

D Grade
Best and Fairest - Rikki-Lee Jones and Jenna Bai-

ley
Runner Up - Melissa Risely
Coaches Award - Hayley Jones

C Grade
Best and Fairest - Heidi Whitehead
Runners Up - Elizabeth Rauschdorf and Alyce 

Reiske
Coaches Award - Melissa Grima

B Grade
Best and Fairest - Abbey Taylor
Runner Up - Shae Heeremans
Coaches Award – Amy Symmons

A Grade
Best and Fairest - Kristina Jennings and Rebecca 

Crick
Runner Up - Emily Chapman
Coaches Award - Monique Beamish

Last season our Netball Club was fortunate to 
get some funding through Worksafe Victoria to 

seal the 
edge of the netball 
courts where the previ-
ous works had not been 
completed. Thank you 
to Paul Dodds for do-
ing the application and 
associated paperwork. 
Our local NV Regional 

Development Manager 
(East) Judi Buhagiar 
recommended that we 
apply for NV - Commu-
nity Netball Awards - Worksafe Initiative Award 
section and we were very fortunate to come equal 
first along with a small club from the Mallee. It is 
nice for Boolarra Netballers to have a win; thank 
you very much Paul for all your hard work. 
Looking ahead to next season the new commit-

tee members for 2017 are
Ann Reiske – President: 0427 696 451
Melissa Grima – Secretary: 0418 864 418
Kaylah Pike – Secretary: 0438 250 595
Faye Taylor – Treasurer: 0427 696 585
Jackie McGlade – Committee member: 0448 318 

314
The training schedule for next season will 

begin in February 2017
Date Time Where Activity
1 February 2017 6.00pm Boolarra 

Netball courts BBQ fun day (meet the Coaches) 
8 February 2017 6.30pm Boolarra 

netball courts Preseason training 
15 February 2017 6.30pm Boolarra  

netball courts Preseason training 
22 February 2017 6.30pm Boolarra 

netball courts Netball tryouts
1 March 2017  6.30pm Boolarra 

netball courts Netball tryouts
8 March  2017 6.30pm Boolarra 

netball courts Final tryout and team selection
15 March 2017 To be confirmed by indi-

vidual coach Boolarra netball courts (subject to 
change) Individual team training
22 March 2017 To be confirmed by indi-

vidual coach Boolarra netball courts
(Subject to change) Individual team training
29 March 2017 To be confirmed by indi-

vidual coach Boolarra netball courts
(Subject to change) Individual team training
1 April  2017 All Day  As per League draw 

First game of the season 

Check out the Boolarra Netballers facebook page 
for extra social/fitness activities

Boolarra 
Netball Club 

FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

Coaches Wanted for 2017
We welcome prospective Coaches to apply 

for netball coaching positions at Boolarra 
in the following grades and become valued 
and respected members of our club. 
A Grade
B Grade
C Grade 
D Grade
17 andU
15 andU
We want coaches to enjoy their time at 

Boolarra, be organised for training ses-
sions and on game day.
Provide plenty of challenges and skill de-

velopment activities for the members of 
your team and be a valued and respected 

member of Boolarra Football Netball Club.
All members of our Club are expected to 

sign appropriate codes of conduct and will 
need to have a WWCC if required.
Formal coaching qualifications or a will-

ingness to go online/attend coaching 
courses is expected and the club can help 
fund your development.
There are remuneration packages available 

for coaches of all grades. 
Coach applications to Ann Reiske (rre-

iske@wideband.net.au) asap.
If there are members of the communi-

ty with lots of experience in netball that 
would like to give coaching a try next sea-
son, please feel free to contact Ann Reiske 
on 0427 696 451 as soon as you can for fur-
ther details.

Photo used with permission 
of the Latrobe Valley Express 
John Cargill, Jackie McGlade 
and Paul Dodds with Work-

safe award that Boolarra Foot-
ball Netball Club were equal 
winners with a club from the 

Mallee.

Phone: 5169 6754 Mobile: 0409 356 480

J.H. Fox
Licensed R.E.C 3822

Electrical Contractor

Stove &Hot Water 
Repairs & Service

Rural & Domestic
Property Maintenance



Page:  23   The Boolarra Link - December 2016

The Club held their Presentation Night at the
Morwell Club on Friday, 23 September and a
great night was had by all who attended.

Senior award winners were:
Best and Fairest -   Matt Sheridan
Runner Up Best and Fairest -Daniel Wilson
Most Consistent -   James Holmes
Most Determined -  Matthew Windsor
Coaches Award -   Matthew Buglisi  

    Chris Riseley
Goal kicking Award -  Matt Coutts

Reserves award winners were:
Best and Fairest -  Simon Buglisi
Runner Up Best and Fairest -Ross Kelly
Most Consistent -   Peter Gilpin 
Most Determined -  Eddy Stanton 
Best Improved -  Bobby Dean
Goal kicking Award - Glen Smith
Coaches Award -  Angus Sauppe

Boolarra Football Netball Club also awarded 
their Annual Presidents Award Trophy to Kyle 
Alexander.
Best Club Person was awarded to Cathleen 

Dodds for her work on the Committee and her 
work within the social rooms bar.
Life membership was awarded to Stan Williams 

for his service to the club for helping out wher-
ever possible including past junior coach, com-
mittee member and football trainer. It's a great 
honour for the club to have you as a life member 

of the Boolarra FNC Stan - Well deserved. 
Boolarra Football Netball Club held its Annual 

General Meeting at the Social Rooms on 26 Oc-
tober 2016. The following committee was elected 
for Season 2017: President – Russell McGlade, 
Vice President - Simon Buglisi, Secretary – John 
Cargill, Treasurer – Paul Dodds and General 
Committee – Peter Rennie, Cathleen Dodds, Lyn 
Smith, Keith Holmes, Neville Gilpin, James Hol-
mes, Monique Beamish, Jody O’Kane, Anne Re-
iske, Faye Taylor and Jackie McGlade.
The Club has reappointed 2016 Senior Coach 

Shane Paynter for season 2017 and has local lad 
James Kelly for the Reserves Coach of the Club for 
next season. The Club is also close to appointing 
junior coaches for the Club and the Club is very 
hopeful of having Fourths (16 and under) as well 
as Thirds (18 and Under) for Season 2017. If your 
children are keen to play football next season the 

Club is very keen to have them on board. More 
information will be displayed on the football/net-
ball club board at the Boolarra Post Office. 
 A meet the coaches day was held at the club-

rooms on Sunday, 20 November and training be-
gan on Wednesday, 23 November. Training con-
tinues on Monday and Friday for two weeks then 
will start up again after the New Year.
A big congratulations goes to Boolarra onballer 

and best and fairest Matt Sheridan in being 
picked on the wing for the Mid Gippsland Foot-
ball League team of the season 2016.

Boolarra Football 
Club 

FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

WANTED
Boolarra Football Netball Club
Canteen Manager

We are looking for a person to manage the or-
dering of goods and run the canteen through-
out the football/netball season next year 2017 
for nine home games from April through to 
August (seasons draw will be available on ap-
plication).
You will need to be organised and willing to 

work with others, prepare and heat food on 
game day (food handling certificate would 
be necessary, the club will help organise) and 
clean up at the end of the day.
This is a rewarding position where you will 

meet many new people from our community 
and surrounding clubs. Help and support will 
be provided from other members on game 
day from early in the morning till mid after-
noon.
If this is something you would like to do 

please contact Ann Reiske 0427 696 451 or 
Russell McGlade 0428 696 507. 

Best Clubperson 2016 Cathleen Dodds.

Nominations for AFL Gippsand volunteer of the year Bool-
arra President Russell McGlade left.

Boolarra Football Netball Club 
Membership packages 

 
 

NOTE: 50% discount for single players who provide a current student or concession card for red and blue or silver demon category 

The Premier Club 
Cost $400 per person 
 Free entry to all 9 (nine) home games 
 $10 per home game social club card 
 Entry to social club 
 Entry in home game member draw (must be present to win) 
 10% discount at J Smith Motors - Morwell 
 Personalised shirt 
 Fully catered dinner with Senior Coach 
 Accommodation voucher for Waterwheel Beach Tavern (conditions apply) 
Red and Blue 
Category Family Single Social 
 Football and/or Netball 

Players 
Football and/or Netball 

Players 
 

 2 adults & 2 children 1 adult 1 adult 
Cost $300 $200 $100 
 Free entry to all 9 (nine) home games 
 $10 per home game social club card 
 Entry to social club 
 Entry in home game member draw (must be present to win) 
 MGFL/MGNA fees paid MGFL/MGNA fees paid  
 10% discount at J Smith Motors - Morwell 
Silver Demon 
Category Family Single Social 
 Football and/or Netball 

Players 
Football and/or Netball 

Players 
 

 2 adults & 2 children 1 adult 1 adult 
Cost $150 $120 $30 
 No free entry to home games 
 $10 per home game social club card  
 Entry to social club 
 Entry in home game member draw (must be present to win) 
 MGFL/MGNA fees paid MGFL/MGNA fees paid  
Other Memberships 
Category JUNIOR – Football or Netball SENIORS 
Cost $70 $0 
 Free entry to all nine (9) home games for 1 adult and 

junior player 
Free entry to all 9 
(nine) home games 

 MGFL/MGNA fees paid  

 

Boolarra Football Netball Club 

Membership Application form 
 

 

Please complete this form and return to the Club. 
If paying by EFT, please advise by email to: bfnc@internode.on.net 
 
Payment options are: 
 Electronic Funds Transfer: 633-000 14-189-5912 
 By Post: Cheque or money order payable to Boolarra Football        
                                  Netball Club 
 In Person: Cash, cheque or EFTPOS at the club during operating 
                                     hours 
Post to: Boolarra Football Netball Club 
 PO Box 366 
 Boolarra 3870 
 
Name/s:___________________________________________ 

Postal Address:______________________________________ 

Post Code:_________________________________________ 

Mobile:____________________________________________ 

Email:_____________________________________________ 
In lodging this application, I agree to support the BFNC motto 

Signature of member:_______________________________ 

Please indicate below the number/type of membership required 

The Premier Club    
Red & Blue Family  Single  Social  
Silver Demon Family  Single  Social  
Other Junior   Pensioner  
NOTE: All 2017 football and netball players must hold a membership 

 


