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Congratulations Ian Code
Ian Code, from Guthries Hill Road, Boolarra and 17 

years of age has been awarded the ‘Long Tan Youth 
Leadership and Teamwork Award’ from the Austral-
ian Defence Force for 2016.
The award was signed by MD Binskin AC, the Air 

Chief Marshall and Chief of the Defence Force. 
Ian was selected from the Distance Education Cen-

tre of Victoria which caters educationally for 4,500 
students throughout isolated Victoria and Austral-
ian students throughout the world.
Ian completed his Victorian Certificate of Educa-

tion (VCE) this year and has elected to attend Fed-
eration University in Churchill during 2017 to con-
tinue his studies in Business Management.
The Long Tan Leadership Award is named after the 

battle fought during the Vietnam War by members of Australia's D Com-
pany, who fought a battle for Australia when outnumbered 20 to one by the 
Viet Cong. During this battle, 245 enemy were killed and 18 Australians lost 
their lives with many more wounded.
Ian has been honoured to accept the award which carries a generous sti-

pend.
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Morwell based 
Boomulele Street 

Band is an 
inclusive commu-
nity music group 
from the Latrobe 

Valley.
Alanna and Alicia with their original 

Folk/ Jazz/ roots songs.

From arriving here over 10 years ago (previously managing a caravan 
park in country Victoria), Gwenda and Roger Pither have provided 
marvellous service to Boolarra – which has been recognised with sev-
eral Community Service Awards (Roger received one more this year – 
see inside). Gwenda’s ‘Post Office Ponderings/Natters’ were originally 
a great advertisement for the PO plus some community notes; then 
evolved into valued, de facto editorials for ‘The Link’ as well as keep-
ing us all informed of important PO news, holiday dates etc. More re-
cently, Gwenda has also been correspondent for the Happy Campers. 
And ‘Around the Traps - Roger Rabbit’, who first appeared mid- 2009, 
has been a quirky and amusing narrative that again served a more seri-
ous purpose re: road safety, and how to help the Postman do his job 
effectively. 
Gwenda and Roger remodelled the PO interior in 2008-09 and ex-

panded services offered by the PO so that insurance, Ambulance and 
VicRoads renewals for example can all be done here; City and East 
Link passes also. Local clubs, schools and organisations were helped 
greatly by delivering all their fliers and newsletters free of charge. Also, 
Gwenda acted as Justice of the Peace. The Boolarra Link Committee 
thank Gwenda and Roger on behalf of our community and wish Mary 
and Shannon –people 100 per cent just as friendly and helpful – best of 
luck in now taking over.

Farewell Gwenda and Roger – 
Hello Mary and Shannon
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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 
Committee unless acknowledged as 

such. 

No endorsement of products or services 
is implied by the listing of advertisers or 

sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the Committee 

takes no responsibility for errors.

THE BOOLARRA LINK 
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Luke Potter - President - Ph: 0418 530 682
Matt Ryan - Treasurer 
Alan Hall - Secretary
Paula Ryan - Advertising Officer
Sylvia Sauppe -Editor - Ph: 5169 6321
Alan Hall - Subeditor
Alan Hall - Proof reading
Dave Holt - Proof reading
Phil Robins - Proof reading
Roz Carstairs - Proof reading
Tammy Richards - Photographer Ph: 5169 6328
Paula Ryan - Photographer

Feedback, articles, photos and correspondence 
can be provided via email to 

editorthelink@gmail.com or by letter 
addressed to The Boolarra Link and dropped 

off with Gwenda or Roger at the 
Boolarra Post Office. 

Website: thelink. boolarra.vic.au

BOOLARRA LINK ADvERTISINg

Advertisements are in blocks of 8cm WIDE 
x 10cm HIGH

Blocks can be arranged side by side 
or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks - $28.00

Additional blocks $28.00

BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance.

Another great Australia Day celebration at Rail-
way Park in Boolarra with over 120 people turn-
ing out to enjoy the mild weather and an egg and 
bacon sandwich and a chance to have a chin wag 
with friends they don’t run into often. It was great 
to meet a number of the new residents to town in 
such a relaxed atmosphere.
It was perfect weather and the trees look better 

every year. 
The kids had fun with the games organised by 

Tanya Brown, including sack races and gumboot 
throwing. The older crowd members were kept 
on their toes by Australiana Trivia questions. The 
volunteers on the BBQ started at 7:30am to en-
sure the hungry masses were very well catered 
for. 
Cr Darrell White spoke movingly of the signifi-

cance of Australia Day, and the values it repre-
sents, and how these are reflected in our com-
munity. Russell Northe, MLA spoke about the 
importance and the strength of the community 
spirit within Boolarra, the large number of clubs 
and organisations in the town, and the important 
role of the Community Development Group. 
Colin Brick spoke briefly about several upcom-
ing events being run in Boolarra, including a 
Men’s Health night in March and a Community 
Garage Sale day on 2 April.
Then, after the presentation of the Boolarra 

Community Awards, we had the raising of the 
flag and singing of the anthem, ably led by a few 
members of BUG. Special thanks to Gary Mills 
and the Boolarra Pony Club for providing the use 
of their sound system for the day.
There were many nominations for Community 

Recognition Awards this year. This reflects the 
enthusiasm people have for being able to have 
their friend’s efforts formally acknowledged in 
front of an audience of their peers. 
Once again it was a terrific range of recipients 

this year, with the quiet achievers acknowledged, 
along with a number of people who have been 
closely involved in key community activities such 
as the Men’s Shed and the Football Netball Club. 
It was great to see three nominations from the 
Boolarra Cemetery Trust: the committee there 
have done a fabulous job in improving the facili-
ties and keeping the area in pristine condition. 
There were also three nominations from the Bud-
geree Hall Committee of Management, which 
emphasises the point that our community does 
not only consist of the township of Boolarra but 
also the adjoining areas.

Names from Left to Right:
Cr Darrell White, Jeff Henderson, Geoff Owen, Edith Owen, Edgar Owen, Tania Brown, Tony Snell, Glenys Morgan, Peter 

Richardson, Cathleen Dodds, Roger Pither, Karen Twomey, Rob Franssen, Judy Webster, Merilyn Williams and Russell 
Northe, MLA.

Unable to attend: Paul Dodds and Natalie Roy.

2017 Australia Day

Grady and Willem enjoying 
kids activities at the Australia 

Day celebrations.
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On a personal note, I’d like to congratulate my 
nephew, Colonel Malcolm Brick, son of Church-
ill resident Geoff Brick, for being awarded the 
Conspicuous Service Cross in the Australia Day 
Honours.
Congratulations to the following recipients in 

recognition of their significant contribution to 
the community:

Peter Richardson
Through his willingness to provide his time, ex-

pertise and equipment, without fanfare or fuss, to 
help out people in need within the community.

Geoff Owen
To the safety of the Boolarra community, through 

the great advocacy work he has done with Vi-
cRoads in improving local intersections, signage, 

removal of unsafe trees and road surfaces.
Rob Franssen

In providing his time, expertise and equipment 
over the last few years in maintaining Jack Rich-
ards Park and the town entrance in a tidy condi-
tion.

Tony Snell
As Secretary of the Boolarra Bowls Club for the 

last eight years he has performed his duties in 
sterling fashion, and has proudly and effectively 
represented the club in external forums.

Judy Webster
Through her efforts in the maintenance of the 

facilities at the Boolarra Cemetery and the love 

and care put into creat-
ing and maintaining the 
gardens.

Merilyn Williams
Through her efforts in 

the maintenance of the 
facilities at the Boolarra 
Cemetery and the love 
and care put into creat-
ing and maintaining the 
gardens.

Roger Pither
He goes over and above his official postal role as 

postman to provide a personal and welcoming 
approach to all he deals with. He is a great adver-
tisement and asset for the community of Boolarra 
and district.

Natalie Roy
Through her tireless contribution to the Bud-

geree Hall and community over the past 60 years. 
Her inclusive approach has ensured a strong con-
nection within our community and her persis-
tence has ensured the Budgeree Christmas Tree 
remains an annual feature.

Edith Owen
Through her twenty plus years on the Budgeree 

Hall Committee. She is a tireless worker that is 
always willing to do the cooking, cleaning, main-
tenance or whatever else is required.

Edgar Owen
Through his thirty plus years on the Budgeree 

Hall Committee. He has been an integral part of 
the committee, contributing quietly and without 
seeking recognition as he does the maintenance 
and upkeep of the hall and its grounds.

Karen Twomey
During her 27 years of service to The Boolarra PS 

and the Boolarra Community. A popular teacher, 
she has always been keen to involve the children 
in community related projects such the artwork 
for the Boolarra Welcome Pack, Australia Day 
decorations and the fire related art displayed in 
Railway Park.

Jeff Henderson
Through his active involvement in a wide range 

of community activities. He was the driving force 
behind the establishment of the Men’s Shed and 
has been its President since its inception, and has 

actively sought to promote the good of the 
community through its activities. He is a 
Director of the Boolarra Community Ho-
tel, a past chair of the Boolarra Community 
Development Group and has been on the 
Boolarra Memorial Hall committee. 
Glenys Morgan
For her dedicated work as Secretary/Treas-

urer of the Boolarra Cemetery Trust, and 
especially her work on the “Poppy Tile” pro-
ject. The condition of the cemetery and the 
improvements that have been undertaken 
are a credit to her and the committee.

Tania Brown
In providing wholesome and much needed 

recreational outlets for the youth of the town 
through her outstanding work with the Boolarra 
& District Youth Theatre Group and in organis-
ing discos and Halloween activities. 

Cathleen Dodds
With the passion and commitment she puts into 

her duties with the Boolarra Football Netball 
Club. As well as doing a great job coordinating 
the bar, she also “mans” the scoreboard during 
home games, and provides a strong voice on the 
committee.

Paul Dodds
Through his invaluable support to the Boolarra 

Netball Club this season in helping to gain a grant 
from Worksafe and in submitting a successful 
nomination for a state-wide Worksafe award.
Paul has been a tremendous contributor to the 

Boolarra Football Netball Club this year and is 
always willing to help out wherever he can.

Colin Brick, OA
Boolarra Community Development Group

CHURCHILL HOT BREAD
For ALL your

BREAD & PASTRY
requirements

HOT PIES
Take-away Cappucino

& Lattes
Now available

CATERING AVAILABLE
Monday to Friday - 7am - 5.30pm
Saturday & Sunday - 7am - 2pm

5122 3255

Colin Brick, Russel Northe 
MLA, Rob Herni and 

Cr Darrell White.

Linda Minter, Roz Carstairs, Tony Minter, 
David O’Brien and Geoff Owen.
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Boolarra was brimming for the 2017 Folk Fes-

tival with a convivial crowd and brilliant weath-
er and the vehicle counters confirmed an even 
spread of patrons throughout the day . 
Social media and sharing has been a factor in the 

continued success of the festival. Gippsland in-
ternet music streaming show 'Live at Spectrum' 
recorded on the day, interviewing visitors and 
musicians for a recording posted the next day. 
Our Facebook page has more than 2000 people 
'following', a number which grows exponentially 
as they share our information. This is all master-
fully coordinated by Bronwen Hilton. Jared Mills 
has captured the day in a terrific time lapse video 
which has been posted on our Facebook site.
The associated events at ARC Yinnar and The 

Boolarra Community Hotel were also a great 
success. The pub was a 'jumpin' joint' on Saturday 
night as the Strzelecki Stringbusters played to a 
full house. It's been a long time since we saw such 
atmosphere - a quick scan around the outdoor 
garden saw people of all ages joining the chorus 
of 'Beulah Land', preceded by the great Boolarra 
'Buster, Daryl Hewitt, performing 'O Mary Don't 

You Weep'. Three deep at the bar was a sign of 
how well the festival finished in this venue. 
The camping contingent was strong this year, as 

more and more people are attracted to the Festi-
val and the free sites within the town. I spoke to 
those who had travelled from Melbourne, Morn-
ington Peninsula, South Australia and beyond to 
enjoy the variety of music on offer. The relocation 
of the 'Psybus' (where were the tasty enchiladas?) 
to the grassed area near the stage, freed up space 
for the most stalls ever. 
I'd like to highlight the work of committee 

member and all round community contributor, 
Ariane Ramsay, who has such an amiable dis-
position and deftly coordinates all the sponsor-
ship, grants and volunteers. This results in much 
needed revenue and the army of helpers we need 
to thrive. Ariane forms part of a large network of 
Boolarra residents who are working to keep the 
community connected and are deserving of the 
many comments about how our charming town 
is welcoming and unique. A big thank you to all 
the community groups and members who helped 
supply market visitors, giving up their chance to 

really relax at the festival. Some food stalls ran 
out......what a great problem to have. See you all 
next year.....

Kate Reiske
Publicity Co-ordinator
Boolarra Folk Festival

At 2.00pm feature act Rosie Burgess Trio provided their dis-
tinctive and melodic Folk/Blues/Gypsy Rock. With a special 

‘Salt N’ Pepa’ Rap also!

The famous CFA Sausage Sizzle.
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Sunday afternoon Festi-
val continues with Devil 
Goat String Band - high 
intensity Bluegrass and 

fiddle tunes.

Stalwarts of the Boolarra Folk Festival: The Strzelecki String-
busters always provide a great show.

Buskers in the Market Stall area.

...Blue skies: testament to the beautiful 
sunny weather at this years’ Festival.

Coming back in solid form to fire up the crowd - Neatly Folded Goat with 
‘ex-Boolarra bloke’ Colin James on accordian.

Martial Arts displayed at the Festival 2017.

Acknowledgement: Band/performer 
information sourced from official Folk 
Festival Program 2017.
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We help people across Gippsland design 
and build their own websites. We can 
help you build, or we can build a website 
completely for you. 

Global experience, local people. 
Reasonable rates.

Web Design

Contact Luke now

0418 530 682

luke@charlie-mac.com
web.charlie-mac.com

Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
 

Rob Franssen & Dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

If No Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal

Flowers perfect for every occasion
We deliver beautiful fresh flowers to all areas of the 

Latrobe Valley and beyond. 

We also carry a range of giftware including: 
Scarves, Plants, Jewellery, Organic 
Raw Chocolates, Bags, Vases, 
Greeting Cards and more.

Call Lynn on Ph: 51353778
www.flowersinthevalley.com.au
email: lynn@flowersinthevalley.com.au
186 Commercial Road, Morwell
(At Manny's Market entrance)

Events
The Development Group has run its normal 

summer community events, the Christmas Car-
ols and the Australia Day celebration.
The Christmas Carols were well attended and 

had great performances from the Boolarra Uku-
lele Group and a barber shop quartet Scallywags 
from Melbourne. 
Unfortunately the rain came around 6.30pm and 

the event had to be shifted to the hall. It was also 
disappointing that during the performances in 
the park, the performers were not treated with 
due respect by some members of the audience, 
who made it difficult for the general audience to 
properly enjoy the event. 
I am sure this is not typical behavior, and for 

the next carols we will make some minor layout 
changes, and have an MC make clear our expec-
tations of the audience.
Australia Day also went very well. There is a sep-

arate report on that event, so here I will just reit-
erate my congratulations to the recipients of the 
Community Recognition Awards. I would also 
like to thank Russell Northe, MLA and Cr Dar-
rell White for their attendance, the Pony Club for 
the use of their sound system which made a tre-
mendous difference, Tania Brown for coordinat-
ing the kid’s games and the helpers on the BBQ 
for putting on a great feed.
It was planned to run a garage sale/car boot sale 

on Sunday 2 April. Unfortunately we got a bit 
over-run by time and events, and this has been 
deferred to early in November. I apologize for 
any inconvenience.
A Men’s Health and Pizza night is being held on 

21March at the Football Social Rooms. 
We men are not good at looking after our health, 

and many of us struggle as we grow up to un-

derstand the impacts society pressures have on 
our self-view and perception of our masculinity. 
These are two of the important issues that will be 
addressed during this evening.

Latrobe Valley Authority Funding
Following the announced closure of Hazelwood 

Power Station the government has established 
the Latrobe Valley Authority to ameliorate the 
impact of the closure. This is probably the single 
biggest funding opportunity that is likely to oc-
cur in the region in the foreseeable future. 
As such it is important that we as a community 

try to make the best possible use of this oppor-
tunity.
The Boolarra Community Development Group 

held a community forum inviting all community 
groups along to discuss our priorities as a com-
munity. We engaged a facilitator for the evening, 
and Laurie Paton from LVA also attended to pro-
vide us with some insights into the purpose and 
processes of the Authority.
The Public Forum went well with around 40 at-

tendees and some great discussion enabled us to 
identify a number of priority projects.
The report from the facilitators has been distrib-

uted and a workshop will be organized to assist 
interested groups in preparing an Expression 
of Interest (EOI) for funding applications, with 
Laurie Paton, LVA to attend. This will enable 
groups to help each other out and resolve diffi-
culties on the night.
To submit an EOI, groups need to have a clear 

idea of what their project entails costings and 
ideally a quote, timeframe and process for com-
pletion.

Defibrillator
A defibrillator has been purchased with the help 

of a grant from the Mirboo North and District 

Community Bank and has been installed by the 
Men’s Shed at the Post Office.
In the case of emergency it is available to all 

members of the public and the group is also or-
ganising CPR/Defibrillator training. The focus 
will be on people or clubs close to the Post Office 
who may be at hand in the case of an incident.
Attendees’ names would be listed, with contact 

details, with the defibrillator. There will also be 
usage instructions on display.

BMX Track
A petition with 40 signatures has been tabled 

with Latrobe City objecting to the proposed lo-
cation. In the view of the organising committee 
this is largely due to a misunderstanding of the 
nature and scope of the proposal, and in some 
cases a misunderstanding of the proposed site 
location.
The committee has a petition of 400 signatures 

in favour of the proposal. However, it is impor-
tant that the community has the opportunity to 
fully understand the impact of the track on the 
visual and user amenity of the park, and to make 
an informed decision.
To this end, an information pack and public dis-

play will be prepared and a public meeting held. 
General

Matt Ryan comes along to our meetings when 
he is able, and at a recent meeting expressed 
concerns re the lack of demarcation of the road/
footpath near the Primary School. Our Latrobe 
City liaison person, Abby Clavarino has followed 
up on this and Neil Churton, LCC is looking at 
remedial action.
Matt also advised the group that the Pub have 

an application to extend the red line (i.e. the 
drinking area) to facilitate operations. He also 
provided a brief crime report advising that there 
have been a number of thefts, especially from ru-
ral properties, and also several domestic violence 
incidents.

BOOLARRA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GROUP 
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Yinnar Fuel
 & Farm Supplies

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RANGE – GREAT SERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

+

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240
52 Main Street, Yinnar Vic 3869

River Road  
Electrical Services

Domestic, Rural
Industrial, 

Commercial
Bruce Craddock

Mobile: 0427 696 640

 rec 9532

Abby Clavarino also assisted us and the Bool-
arra South Landcare Group by printing a map 
that shows a number of local tourist attractions. 
There are two maps; the Mill Site tracks and the 
Morwell River Falls. These will be available at the 
Boolarra Store and onsite at the mill-site.
The Development Group is looking at revamp-

ing the ‘Welcome Pack’ to be provided to new res-
idents in town. If any groups have material they 
would like to have included in the pack, please let 
the group know.
We are also looking at developing a Community 

Calendar for 2018. Again we are after input from 
community groups in terms of photos, dates of 
events and meetings and other information that 
can be included in the calendar.

Colin Brick,
Boolarra Community Development Group.

What’s happening at the Budgeree Hall?

The Budgeree Hall was ablaze with light at our 
annual Budgeree Christmas Tree in December. 
The outside of the building was well lit by four 
new LED lights that shone brightly over the car-
park and the playground. For the first time since 
the Hall was built in 1910, guests were able to 
safely see their way into the building past the 
100-year-old oak trees and exposed roots. 
The new lights and upgrade to the electrical sys-

tem, including installing safety switches and re-
locating the light switches so they can be reached 
without standing on a chair was gratefully fund-
ed by the Mirboo North community bank grant. 
Keep an eye out for our new ‘Changeable Sign’, 

to be installed in the next few weeks, out the 
front of the hall. The sign will be announcing im-

portant messages, news and events happening in 
and around Budgeree. The sign has been funded 
by a Latrobe City community grant. 
The Budgeree Hall is available for hire for events, 

parties and weddings. For enquiries or bookings 
contact The Secretary, Leanne, on 0429 111 192.

Ross Hall turning on the lights in the 
Hall.

The carpark lit up by the new lights.
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BCH was happy to br part of the folk festival.
A huge crowd thronged to the BCH on Saturday 

night to enjoy the music supplied by the Strzelecki 
String Busters and the 350’s Blues Band. 
Three bands also entertained the crowd in a re-

laxing Sunday afternoon session.
Approximately 180 meals and countless snacks 

were served on Saturday night with nearly 80 
meals being served through the Brunch to Lunch 
session on Sunday. 
Our ‘In the Park Booth’ was well supported dur-

ing the afternoon with the only restriction being 
that the prescribed liquor licence only allowed for 
limited numbers of patrons at any one time. 
Our young staff were put under pressure but all 

coped well serving the huge crowd.
It was our first experience of a huge crowd and 

we will make improvements for future events. 
Thanks needs to be extended to the many people 
who assisted with the preparation, to the Bool-
arra CFA who allowed us to use their tent free of 
charge, to Monacellars for the free use of mobile 
cool rooms and to the Folk Festival Committee 
who arranged for the five bands to play at the Ho-
tel.
The Free Camping offer was taken up by many 

resulting in a mixture of caravans, mobile homes, 
camper vans, RV’s and tents using the facility. 
Many of the campers stayed for two nights or 
more and it was pleasing to note that they sup-
ported the Hotel and other businesses in town. 

New menu for the restaurant
Rob Sealy, our Head Chef, has unveiled his new 

‘Autumn Menu’. The complements about the 
meals produced by Rob and his team continue to 
flow in. The demand for meals has been so great 
that we have recently had to employ a third chef 
to manage the workload. We are progressively 
moving to evening meals being provided seven 
days per week and please remember that it is 
strongly recommended that you make a reserva-
tion to avoid being disappointed.

Introducing our new staff.Melanie Playdon 
has recently been appointed to the position of 
assistant manager replacing Shevaun Self, whose 
probationary contract ceased. Our new Chef, 
Simon Blencowe joins Rob and Jamie in the 
kitchen and Tamra Mitchell joins us as a Bar/ 
Wait/ Barista staff member.
New (secondhand) funiture donated/ pur-
chased

We have been indeed fortunate to have a large 
number of additional tables for our restaurant 

and outdoor dining area 
donated by Rob Foster. Ad-
ditionally, Barry Richards, 
who has a keen sense for a 
bargain, capitalized on the 
opportunity to obtain 170 
second hand restaurant 
chairs, 40 outdoor chairs 
and a number of tables at 
the bargain basement price 
at a disbursement sale.
The chairs and tables for-

tunately arrived in Boolar-
ra only days before the Folk 
Festival.
We are grateful to the 

Men’s Shed members who 
have agreed to progres-
sively clean and re-varnish 
them. 

Red extension.
The Red Line is a line in a ho-

tel within where alcohol can be 
served and consumed. Altering 
this line is a multi-part process 
with the first part having to be 
approved by Latrobe City and 
the second by the Licencing 
Control Board and Victorian 
Police. The BCH is currently 
applying to have the Red Line 
extended and the number of 
patrons allowed on the premis-
es increased. We have now re-
ceived approval from Latrobe 
City for the alteration and 
our application is now with 
the Liquor Licencing Control 
Board for their approval.
Footy tipping competition
The 2017 BCH Footy Tipping 

Competition is about to start. There are great 
prizes and you will receive a free pot every week 
you submit your tips. Register your name now.
Truck’n with Tim – Saturday 1 April
Our next major music entertainment evening is 
to have popular local identity Tim Ryan conduct 
his ‘Truck’n with Tim’ extravaganza. A special 
permit has been granted for the Red Line to be 
extended and the number of patrons increased 
to 500 for the night. There will be a ‘Bucking Bull 
Competition’ and a ‘Best Dressed Cowboy and 
Cowgirl Competition’. Free camping will be avail-
able for patrons and a special guest for the even-
ing is Luke Austen. Presale tickets can be pur-
chased from the hotel for $10 with door tickets 
being available for $20. Don’t miss this fantastic 
night….. Saturday 1 April. 
Karma Keg

Our January ‘Karma Keg’ raised $725 for the 
Boolarra CFA, the February effort raised $110 for 
the Boolarra Ukulele Group and the March one 
was included in a special fundraiser for Elliott 
Vanderland, who has been diagnosed with Aplas-
tic Anaemia .This fundraiser netted $1,000 to as-
sist with Elliott’s fight.

Auction Postponed 
It is with regret that the planned Community 

Auction designed to assist local groups and or-
ganisations raise money to support their activi-
ties, has had to be postponed until later in the 
year.
With insufficient volunteers coming forward 

from the local groups offering assistance it was 
felt that the Directors would not have the time 
to organize the activity properly as so much time 
has been spent on organizing the Folk Festival 
activities and the Truck’n with Tim evening. The 
auction was due to held on March 26th but will be 
re-scheduled for later in the year. 

What’s on at the BCH Monthly e-mail
A monthly e-mail entitled “What’s on at the 

Brigade Captain Di Billingsley receives a cheque for $725.00 from
BCH Manager, Nick Palatianos. The money was raised through the KARMA KEG

initiative that occurs on the 1st Thursday of each month.

Campers start pulling into the Free 
Camping site at the BCH.
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BCH” is being sent to all those who have reg-
istered their e-mail address with the BCH. If 
you would like to be included in the distri-
bution please email your request to boolar-
racommunityhotel@gmail.com

Limited opportunity to become inves-
tors

As there are several unfunded projects still 
to be completed to allow the hotel to reach its 
full earning potential, there is 
now a limited opportunity for 
people to become Unit Hold-
ers in the BCH. If you would 
like to find out more about 
this opportunity, with no ob-
ligation, please e-mail your 
request to boolarracommuni-
tyhotel@gmail.com or contact 
Dave on 0428 696 462. The 
minimum Unit Holding is 
$2,500.

Regular happenings at the BCH
Wednesday -Kids eat Free* (1 child’s meal 

with 1 adult meal)
Thursday - Parma Night
Friday and Saturday – A la carte meals
Sunday - Brunch to Lunch

CARDS 500 and 
CHESS CLUB

On every Monday night (in-
cluding public holidays) at the 
Boolarra Community Hotel 
from 7pm till 9pm. 

Drinks and cuppas available for purchase at the bar.

Come join a delightful friendly group of players rang-
ing from beginners to the serious competitive players.

We do, however, need more chess players as there are 
only a few at present.

So if you like a casual game 
of chess or cards, please do 
join us. No obligation to at-
tend every week. Just come 
when you can. 

Enquiries: 0488 055 574 
or 0427 696 640

2017 Boolarra Art Show
Day in the Park.

A large crowd at the BCH enjoy the 
Strzelecki Stringbusters performance.
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The Mill Site maintenance is being carried out with a work-
ing bee on the second Saturday of each month from 10:00am 
till 12.00 noon and we are achieving quite a lot. We have 
morning tea and enjoy a social chat too. The Rat Barrow and 
the mowers have been going and blackberries and weeds on 

the tracks sprayed. This seems to be a never-ending battle. We are ever 
hopeful that more from the community will join in and help us keep the 
site looking good. We have been hosting some young people from Inter-
change Gippsland on Wednesday mornings and they enjoy walking with 
secateurs in hand, cutting off any fronds that hang over the paths. The 
piles of road base which were donated to us had taken over the car park; 
they have now filled some big holes along Forest Walk. We are resuming 
planting trees later in March as part of the threatened species grant, and 
still have a few to get in the ground. Membership Forms are available at 
the Post Office and new members are always welcome. 

Denise Schiller, 
Publicity Officer.

Boolarra South Landcare Group

Helene taking a breather.

Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water and 
Battery Storage. We specialise in pre-
mium quality systems, backed up by 

old-fashioned Customer Service.

LocaL company - based in 
TraraLgon & mirboo norTh
Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add	value	to	your	home
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
call us now for a Free in-home quotation

phone: 1300 447 765
cherry@gippslandsolar.com.au 

www.gippslandsolar.com.au

Solar Power ✴ Solar Hot Water ✴ Battery Storage

Knitting Kits Australia

For your convenience selected kits are 
now available at Boolarra General Store 

and Boolarra Emporium.

Kits feature natural fibre yarns, pattern and any 
accessories needed to complete your project. 

Needles available separately.

Knitting Yarns by Mail
114 Fox & Fanckes Rd Boolarra South

Open by appointment only
Phone Alison : 0408 992 927

Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au
Orders delivered free to Boolarra Street addresses

Is Tony ready to spray?

Malcolm mowing.
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Boolarra Store
9-11 Tarwin Street Boolarra

Eat in or take away
Catering available

*Light meals *Coffee *Cakes *Fresh sandwiches & rolls 
*Fish & Chips *Burgers *Bakery pies, pasties, sausage rolls *Roast beef & gravy rolls
*Fresh bakery bread *Milk *Papers *Grocery items *Smokes *Gifts *Ice *Gas Bottles

Café open for breakfast, lunch, dinner
Hours: Mon-Fri open 6.00am. Weekends and holidays open 8.00am 

Phone 5169 6452 

The first expedition for 2017 was a visit around the Korum-
burra area to four lovely gardens. The first garden was Holwell, 
an English landscape in Gippsland. John had begun this gar-
den 30 years ago, wanting to recreate gardens he had admired 
in England. He has indeed succeeded. The trees are now 
enormous: unusual conifers, a rare weeping beech, beeches, 
elms, maples and oaks in sweeping lawns provide an impres-
sive vista. There were some colourful beds near the house but 
it was the trees that were the focus here and they are magnifi-
cent. We then went to a horticulturists garden and the two gar-
deners showed us around. This garden had been built around 
the old Jumbunna Hotel. They pointed out the many unusual 
plants here. The garden was designed around a circular lawn 
with mosaic covered steps leading into it. The beds were very 
wide and packed with shrubs and trees. We visited a small 
nursery and garden and then a mainly native garden on a 

steep hillside. Many terraces and paths lead to little decks and 
seats with views over a large dam at the bottom, complete with 
jetty and boat. This was a contrast to the formality of the first 
two gardens, quite a difficult site on which to plant and work. 
We will be off again in March to gain more inspiration and 
enjoy the company of happy gardeners. If you are interested in 
joining us contact Jill Simmonds. Newcomers welcome.

Denise Schiller,
Garden Club.

BOOLARRA GARDEN CLUB

Liz, Pat, Carol, Jill, Kate, Kerry, John, 
Denise, Marietta, Sue and Wendy in 

John’s garden.

 Jumbunna Garden.
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BOOLARRA MEN’S SHED 

Active In Our Community At the time of writing, the Shed has undergone and is undergoing a major re-
furbishment to bring the concrete floor in the northern bay up to the same level 
as the rest of the Shed. This improvement will eliminate a trip hazard and allow 
us to position machinery and equipment more practically and efficiently within 
the work area.
Our restoration of timber slatted park benches, with cast iron legs at each end, 
are continuing to be very popular. We have sold two to a customer in Drouin, 
one to Bendigo, two to Melbourne and several have been sold to residents in 
Boolarra and district. We still have a number under construction so if you are 
interested come and have a look before they all go to other good homes.
A couple from Surrey Hills came in recently to purchase one of Joseph’s wood-
en articulated crocodiles. They went away very happy with their new acquisi-
tion. Do you know that we also build coffins at a very reasonable price, which 
can be customised to your requirements? For example, a lady in Traralgon pur-
chased a bright yellow one with black stripes on the sides and a full-size picture 
of Garfield the cat on the lid. Another coffin with black and white stripes went 
to a Collingwood supporter. If you are interested in considering such a pur-
chase, we do have a fitting room available.
Monthly BBQ’s at the Shed are continuing to be very well attended, so if you 
would like to come along and meet us they are on the last Monday each month 
at around 12.00 noon.
To the men in the Boolarra and district community who have not experienced 
the camaraderie of the Boolarra Men’s Shed, why don’t you come along on any 
Monday or Wednesday from 10.00am to 4.00pm and have a chat and a cuppa. 
You might be surprised what the Shed and its members hold in store for you.

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

‘Collingwood For Ever’ - The Men’s Shed can 
create to your specifications...

Restored park bench, cast iron 
legs.
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AROUND THE TRAPS...
It is the annual meeting of the FAC (Farm Animal 

Council).
Mrs Cow is complaining that the mail is not being 

delivered. Unfortunately, the electric fence has the de-
livery point on the inside. Oops.
Mr Bull agreed to reposition the electric fence.
Mrs Pig suggests it will be a good time to clear around roadside letter 

boxes due to the growth of grass and thistles. Our reporter has noticed 
that some animals are having trouble getting to moisture, especially on 
the hot days.
At the APA meeting, Mrs Wombat was having difficulty keeping order 

as everyone was talking at once. When order was restored, Mrs Rabbit 
hopped to it and explained that the wood cutting coups had increased. 
Snowdens Road has started and will continue for about 180 moons 
she said. Mrs Owl hooted that we had terrible changes in the weather 
which may continue the trend.
Mrs Rat scurried to her feet to reflect that the human machines seem 

to have difficulty staying on the safe side of the tracks. A timely re-
minder to drive left hand side on left hand corners, left hand side for 
right hand corners and left hand side at all other times. Mrs Hawk flew 
down from the branch and suggested that all members have a pleasant 
and safe 2017.
A warning to all families, we believe that there is 

a new mad human on the road pretending to de-
liver our communication. Good luck Shannon!
It was then that the meeting was closed for the 

last time this year.
See you all.

Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, 
Domestic Water 

Contact Dave for Free Quotes
Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au

Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley gravel

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 
AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879.  S48164-1 
(232943_v1) (2/12/2014)

It’s switching your banking to us. 
But it’s bigger than that.
It’s $254,000 poured back into South West 
Gippsland.
Our bank invests its profits into our community, so just 
by banking with us, you automatically become part of 
something bigger. Bigger than a bank.

Drop into your nearest branch at 88 Ridgway, Mirboo 
North or phone 5668 1231 or apply now at 
bendigobank.com.au

bendigobank.com.au

BOOLARRA 
MEMORIAL HALL 
INC. 
Well, the Boolarra Folk Festival 
2017 was a successful day for every-
one who participated and the beau-
tiful weather capped it off. However, 
it’s great that we have a venue such 
as the Memorial Hall to fall back on 
when inclement weather strikes.
To this end, the small but hard-
working Hall Committee and vol-
unteers from the community are to 
be commended for putting in their 
time to ensure the Devonshire Tea 
experience was enjoyed by many 
patrons of the Folk Festival. Gener-
ous servings of jam (many selec-
tions to choose from) and cream 
and all the tea or coffee you could 
drink was the order of the day.
Overall it was a successful after-
noon for the Hall.
Our solar panels have been working 
hard on our behalf which means the 
Hall Committee is able to purchase 
new equipment for the Hall and 
also get those
veranda boards sanded and re-

sealed.
If you feel you would like to become 
a member of the Hall Committee, 
it’s easy. We are a very welcoming 
group of people. Our meetings are 
held every two months and
are short and to the point. The Hall 
Committee is entrusted by the com-
munity of Boolarra to maintain the 
Hall and its facilities. The Memo-
rial Hall is a war memorial so the 
Committee has a big commitment 
to ensure it stays that way.
You may have noticed in the Hall 
foyer, a framed Olympic Torch 
from the Sydney 2000 Olympics. 
This torch was carried by Rusty 
McGlade. Thanks to the Boolarra 
Community Development Group, 
the torch and mementos were 
framed for posterity.
It will move around the town to 
various venues so that everyone has 
a chance to see it
and then it will hang in the Hall.
Next Hall meeting is 20 April 2017 
at 7:30pm at the Hall.

Roz Carstairs,
Secretary BMH,
0429383686.
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A lot of term one is taken up with identifying what 
our students can do so we can target the areas they 

need to learn.

Even the younger students help tend 
to our gardens.

Some of our 2017 Student Leaders 
enjoying our Welcome Gathering in 

Memorial Park.

Steve Schulz leads the Primary School drumming 
feature of the Folk Festival. 
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Mirboo North Playgroup & Toy Library
Mirboo North Playgroup and 

Toy Library is up and running 
again for 2017! The Playgroup 
runs a regular program of sto-
ry time on Tuesdays and craft 
activities on Thursdays, along 
with special excursions during 
the year.
We are so lucky to have a pro-

active Playgroup to support 
pre-school-aged children and 
their parents. They were even 
recognised with the Ministers 
Award for Excellence and In-

novation at the Playgroup Vic-
toria Awards last year. 
The Playgroup welcomes 

new members and encour-
ages families from Boolarra to 
come down and check it out on 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:30am 
– 11:30am, contact us on mir-
boonorthplaygrouptoylibrary@
gmail.com or follow us on Fa-
cebook for all the latest news.

Boolarra Book Club
We have been off to a great start with reading our set books 

(and lots of discussion) and sharing books we have read and 
enjoyed.

We meet every first Monday of the month at 6.00pm at the Lubawski’s – 26b 
Young St, Boolarra for a light tea and chat, followed by getting down to busi-
ness with the books (often with a few side tracks).
It’s a great night. This March we are bringing a favourite book to share. Later 

in the year we will watch a film together and in June enjoy an afternoon tea 
out. We have a couple of places available so if you are interested phone Rob-
ern on 5169 6494. Not a night passes that we don’t learn things… and the 
fellowship is wonderful.

Robern Lubawski.

Well, it was a grand success of a day. The market was burst-
ing with goodies and craftware; food was abundant; buskers 
entertained the crowds; the lucky dip was a great draw for 
littlies; some local fundraisers ran out of provisions; and the 
music lived up to expectations. It was edifying to see talented 
singers like Brody Young, Chelsea Stewart and Colin James 
back again and so many local musicians participating. We 
also had the Community Hotel to kick on with! Congratula-
tions to all those who worked so hard to produce the Boolarra 
Folk Festival.
A good number of visitors came to visit our museum on both 

days. We were delighted to welcome members of relatives of 
Mrs Johnstone who ran a Teahouse or Cafe in Penaluna Street 
up till 1945, and the Briggs family. Norm Briggs (known lo-
cally as Digger) brought his family along and by chance met 
with another branch of the Briggs family, Chris Briggs, who is 
researching the family history. There was a great exchange of 
knowledge and memories.
At our first meeting for the year we had as guest speaker, Pat-

rick Morgan, who has just published a new book called ‘The 
Vandemonian Trail’, which follows the convicts from Tasma-
nia moving through Gippsland to Omeo and over the Great 
Divide towards the Ballarat Goldfields. Patrick has analysed 
the famous novels by Rolf Bolderwood, Marcus Clark and 
Henry Kingsley and linked their characters to the real pro-
tagonists that moved through Gippsland with the police hot 
on their tails. The police files that Patrick examined show a 
rather unromantic view of these characters than the one we 
have come to know through the novels. It was our privilege to 
have with us on that night Matthew Stephenson, a descendant 
of one such convict who left Tasmania for Mewburn Park, a 
squatting run near Boisdale where convicts could get work. 
A lively discussion ensued and we were drawn into a present 
day search for convict family roots. Our thanks go to Patrick 
for his stimulating presentation.
The Boolarra Historical Museum opens on the first Sunday 

of each month, or by appointment with the secretary Robyn 
Thompson 0458 977 008. We invite new members to join our 
society. For information please ring Robyn Thompson 0458 
977 008, Judy Webster 51696351 or Beth Price 5169 6241. Phone: 5169 6754 Mobile: 0409 356 480

J.H. Fox
Licensed R.E.C 3822

Electrical Contractor

Stove &Hot Water 
Repairs & Service

Rural & Domestic
Property Maintenance

Boolarra Trail Blazers
We continue to meet each Thursday at 9:00am at the Footy Club. 

We are all getting fitter and really enjoying the walk and talk.
This year we have had several walks (and a bit of pruning) at the 

old mill site with a BBQ or two.
This Thursday we are off to Traralgon for a walk at the train park 

with pizza to follow. Come and join us, it’s fun and good for you.
We will continue over the Easter period (with buns of course) and a special walk to 

celebrate.
Phone John on 5169 6494 or just turn up.
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Police Report
First off I would like to thank Boolarra and 

the surrounding community for the warm 
welcome my family and I have received. We 
have had a few burglaries on rural properties 
recently so can I ask everyone if you see an 
unusual car or person around the traps pass 
the information on to me and I can look into 
it. The person or car could be something in-
nocent but you never know and your little bit 
of info could help in catching the offender. 
Over the last few months the CFA have been 
called out to some fires in backyards. It is a 
Latrobe City Bylaw that you are not allowed 
to have a burn off in town, you are only al-
lowed to have an open fire for warmth or 
cooking in a built up area. Also, a couple of 
people have forgotten to wear their helmets 
while out riding around the town, not only 
will a helmet save your head, wearing it will 
save your wallet $194 and set a good exam-
ple for the kids. School has been back for a 
few weeks now so remember to slow down 
around the schools and drive safely.
If you have any queries about any matters 

please give me a call or drop in but remem-
ber if you need Police always call ‘000’. 

Cheers,
Matt.

WOOL GROUP YARNING

After a very enjoyable 2016 Wool Group enjoyed a beautiful Christmas lunch 
at the Boolarra Community Hotel. We had some past members join us for the 
day and it was great to catch up with them. Over the past 12 months we’ve 
welcomed some new members and we hope they have many years of happy 
times with us into the future.
A photo is included of some of the work our members have completed re-

cently.
We meet every Thursday at the Multi Purpose Building from 11.30am and we 

enjoy a shared lunch. If you would like more information phone me 
on 0400 722 716.

Lois Thornton (member).

Items on the couch are items made by Wool Group members over the past year, they were displayed on the couch at the 
Boolarra Community Hotel the day of our Christmas lunch.

Wool Group ladies celebrat-
ing Natalie Roy’s birthday. 
Mary Austin is sitting to 

Natalie's right.

bestchance is a not-for-profit with 120 years of child/
family support, with qualified educators offering 

stimulating and educational in-home child care from 
8 weeks -12 years.

- Weekly playgroups including our bush playgroup 
- Natural environments encouraging imaginative play 
- Regular support, monitoring from coordination team
- Parents can claim CCB and CCR rebates 
- Experienced/new educators welcome to join our team 

Call Family Day Care on 
1300 2 AIM HIGH (1300 224 644)

www.bestchance.org.au
familydaycare@bestchance.org.au

 bestchance
Enrol Now!

Secure Family Day Care for 2017
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--

Antiques, Collectables, 
Farming Gear

- Goods Bought and Sold -
. . . Old bottles, household items etc. 

Offering a service of garage and farm 
shed clean outs and clean ups for

 deceased estates.

Open Sat-Sun 10am to 4pm.

7 Christian St, Boolarra 
Follow us on Facebook!

Contact Phil: 0412 813 905

VALE MARY AUSTIN
26/08/1922 – 22/12/16

Boolarra Wool Group were sad to lose our old-
est and well-loved member Mary Austin just be-
fore Christmas.
In her former role as Community Health Nurse, 

Mary was already known to many of us before 
she joined Wool Group after her retirement in 
1987. She was delighted that this enabled her 
to follow her interests in handcrafts after a long 
career dedicating herself to caring for the com-
munity. Her extraordinary life has been well-
documented by her friend, Ruth Place, and is 
included in the book ‘Looking Back … through 
the eyes of local residents. An Oral History of 
Churchill & District’. 
Over the years we heard many of Mary’s stories, 

including those of her early life on the farm near 
Mirboo North, where she grew up with her par-
ents and twin sister Ruth. We also enjoyed hear-
ing about her remarkable experiences working 
in Australia and overseas. Mary was a great trav-
eller, and these journeys also gave her a great 
collection of stories (usually very funny, and 
told with obvious delight at the memories they 
brought her). One story I remember is when 
Mary and Ruth started nursing in New Zealand 
in 1950. On their first day off-duty they went to 
the beach. They were sitting watching the waves 
when, all of a sudden, Ruth started running 

around and rolling in the grass and laughing. 
Mary thought Ruth had gone crazy, until Ruth 
exclaimed “Mary! No snakes!” Coming from a 
farm in Australia, it must have been astonishing 
to them.
Mary was a skilled knitter, sewer and tatter, 

and always had a project ‘on the go’. When she 
came to Wool Group at the beginning of last De-
cember, she found we were knitting bunting to 
decorate the old Boolarra RSL, next to the Post 
Office. Typical of Mary, she put her own work 
aside and enthusiastically made a flag to add to 
the project. We love the fact that we have been 
able to include that little piece of Mary’s work 
with all the others.
Mary always had a listening ear, and kind and 

wise words for us if we asked for advice. We will 
miss her.

Sue Clutterbuck,
Boolarra Wool Group.

One of Mary’s many trips with Boolarra Wool 
Group - on the mini-bus to a ‘Spin In’ in 2003 

(can’t you see her excitement?!!)

Many current and former Boolarra 
identities at this Boolarra Wool Group 
Christmas lunch 2004 (partners were 
allowed for this one!) - Mary Austin 
looking sensational in red front row 

right!
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Caring Family Medicine

New Patients Welcome
You can now book your appointment online 

or via our very own “MAACG” app 
www.hazelwoodhealth.com.au 

or call 

5122 2555
Open Monday to Saturday
Evening Clinic Wednesday

Bulk Billing
To all Medicare Card Holders

9a Georgina Place, Churchill

H A Z E LW O O D
P R O P E R T Y

M A I N T E N A N C E
Small or Large Lawns

Gutters / Window Cleaning
Pruning / Weed Eradication

Mark & Sandra Maynard

PH / FAX: 03 5163 1782
MOBILE: 0412 549 376

hazelpm@optusnet.com.au 

Boolarra Community Champions Against Domestic Violence Project

Men’s Health Evening
Aimed at age 15+

6.pm Tuesday 21 March, at the 
Football Social Rooms.

Free pizza and soft drink.
(The message is healthy, even if the refreshments 
aren’t).

We men are not good at looking after our health, 
and many of us struggle as we grow up to un-
derstand the impacts society pressures have on 
our self-view and perception of our masculinity. 
There are two important issues that we will ad-
dress on the night..
Prostate cancer is the most common cancer diag-
nosed in Australia and the third most common 
cause of cancer death. Over 18,000 men will be 
diagnosed in 2017.

Ken Graeme and Grant Irving from Mirboo 
North undertook a ride from Hobart to Cairns 
on their postie bikes to raise awareness about 
prostate cancer. Their journey and the profound 
impact it had on them provides an incredibly 
moving and engaging story, made even more 
powerful by their knockabout approach. It also 
provides an important message to all men that 
our health is our own responsibility.
Our self-image, and the way we relate to others, is 
vitally impacted by the expectations and pres-
sures that society places on us.
Jamin Heppell is the founder and director of 
HeadQuarters Australia. HeadQuarters Australia 
empowers young Australians with the skills, 
courage and character to transform their world 
and reach their greatest human potential. He has 
received a number of awards for his leadership 
in grassroots sporting clubs and supporting boys 
and young men in understanding and learning 
about positive mental health. Jamin’s inspiration 
for this work stems from his own four year strug-

gle with mental illness.
New local policeman, Matt Ryan, will provide a 
brief insight into what he perceives as the major 
issues facing young men growing up in a rural 
environment, and strategies for understanding 
and coping with these pressures. 
Some powerful messages will be given during the 
evening, and local resident Mark Munnich will 
be available to provide counselling to any attend-
ees who would like to talk through issues raised. 
The evening will finish with a screening of the 
powerful movie ‘The Mask You Live In’. Thought-
provoking ideas about the psychological and 
sociological effects produced by expectations of 
“masculinity” in society.
For more information, go to “Men’s Health 
Night” on Facebook or contact:
Colin Brick 5163 1212 or Daniel Brick 0499 241 
183

Daniel Brick,
Boolarra Community against Domestic Violence.

The first Thursday in December, members and 
partners met at the Community Hall for a deli-
cious Christmas lunch. Instead of bringing Kris 
Kringles, everyone brought Christmas food and 
goodies, which were taken to Anglicare for dis-
tribution to needy families in the Latrobe Valley.
March is “Red Cross Calling” month, and once 

again the Yinnar Scouts will be door knocking at 
homes in Boolarra and Yinnar. It is not possible 
to visit every home, so if your home is missed, 
please place your donation in the collection tin 

at the Boolarra Store or Post Office.
Our first fundraiser for the year is the ‘Mothers’ 

Day’ fashion parade, to be held in the Multi Pur-
pose Building on Monday 1 May at 2.00pm. The 
$5 entrance charge covers a delicious afternoon 
tea. There will be autumn and winter fashions 
available to purchase and there will be a special 
raffle and lucky door prizes, all of which would 
make a wonderful gift for a special mother!
Mark 1st May on your calendars now!

Glenys Morgan,
Treasurer.

BOOLARRA FRIENDS OF THE
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Craig Young Butchery
Gourmet Meats

Specialising in bulk meats
Fresh Fish Friday

Have your stock slaughtered, cut-up, 
packed & frozen to your requirements

Phone Orders Taken
90 Ridgway, Mirboo North

Ph: 5668 1632
Superb Spit Roasts 

& Catering Available
Proprietors: Fiona & Craig Young

KEN GRAEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo North 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester 
& Service Centre

Well, in contrast to many others, the Gippsland Farm-
er Relief team did not see much of a Christmas break. 
Instead, we’ve been busy, busy, busy gearing up for a 
challenging 2017. Sadly, the fall-out still exists for many 
farmers affected by the 2016 milk price issues and we’ve 
added yet more farming families to those we already 
support. 
We’ve also had several new volunteers join us. We now 

number 20, from the humble beginning in May of last 
year of just three, however there are still some districts 
that would greatly benefit from volunteers to enable 
speedier hamper deliveries to those areas. Currently our 
volunteer group is pushed to make deliveries to the La-
trobe Valley areas.
If you can help, contact up see information below.

1 | P a g e  To make an on-line donation go to: GoFundMe at: https://www.gofundme.com/27t38ak 
 

 
 

A0096083O 
ABN: 19524853715 

 

URGENT CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
 LATROBE DISTRICT 

We have grown – District Coordinator and hamper delivery volunteers needed. 
 

The Latrobe District is in urgent need of someone with leadership skills to become our volunteer District 
Coordinator, plus volunteers to assist with delivering food hampers to farmer families doing it tough in the Latrobe 
region. 

 

Do you have a couple of hours spare per week?  Would you consider volunteer work? If so and you would like to 
help us reach out to farmers in our community, please contact Melissa or Jan on the numbers below. 

 

Gippsland Farmer Relief Inc. is a group of volunteers who have come together to help support farmer families in 
need in particular, dairy farmers who may still be in crisis from the 2016 farm gate milk price turmoil.   

We are an incorporated body that coordinates the assembly and delivery of relief hampers directly to farmers in 
need to help alleviate the stress of household budgets and assist them to continue with their everyday lives and 
farm duties.  

We use a “hands up” approach to farmers’ needs that is offered at all times with complete confidentiality and 
respect for them and their families.  

 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Please contact Melissa on 0419 632 246 or Jan on 0488 445 153. 

If you would like to make a monetary donation contact Jan, 

or go to our GoFundMe page at: https://www.gofundme.com/27t38ak 
or direct deposit to: BSB 633 000, Account number: 158 192 724 

 

 

  
Contact:  Valerie Maddocks 
Tel:          (03) 5185 1227 
Email:     gfrvalerie@yahoo.com  
GoFundMe page: https://www.gofundme.com/27t38ak 

PRESS RELEASE  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

February 26, 2017 

Boolarra Exercise Group
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Snatch’em 4x4 Gippsland
SNATCH'EM 4X4 GIPPSLAND is a club of local 

4X4 drivers based in Boolarra, looking to meet 
new people, discover new places and explore al-
ready well known 4X4 terrains.
From beginner four wheel drivers to the experts, 

singles, couples, families, young and old are all 
welcomed.
Australia Day Weekend 2017, High Country 

Trip, with Snatch’Em 4x4 Gippsland.
Our first night was spent just outside the small 

township of Licola (Cheyennes Bridge). The next 
morning saw a fuel top up for our vehicles (seven 

in total) before setting off on our adventure.
Heading up ‘Dingo Spur’ and into butcher coun-

try was amazing, steep descents and plenty of 
switchbacks to enjoy. There were some breath 
taking moments with some of the hill climbs 
(secretly Billy Goats Bluff track has nothing on 
this trail), over rock ledges, through wash outs all 
leading us up to 1480m above sea level, absolutely 
picture perfect blue sky's and to my amazement 
following the spur lead to more challenges with 
deep rutted, water filled trails and bog holes, yes 
at 1480m high in the middle of summer!
We made our way into Howitts Hut and set up 

our night camp. We had the whole area to our-
selves, a beaut fire, lots of laughs and a club raf-
fle lead into the night with both the kids and the 
adults making new friends.
The next day can only be described as epic! Tra-

versing the valleys into Wonnangatta area with 
numerous river crossings we pulled up to visit the 
old homestead and gravesites.
Heading out had us seeing a large steep hill climb 

with the first 4WD going down with a blown diff, 
the next soon followed with snapped rear axles. 
This lead us into the longest single line recovery 
you will ever see!
Two broken vehicles with only front wheel drive 

after rear drive shafts removed and two other ve-

hicles trying to recover them left stuck spinning 
on the steep hills and stopped. No going back or 
forward due to sliding the chain of vehicles back-
wards. It was left to the mighty twin locked 80 

(mine??) and a Prado to 
get them all moving, after 
performing a complete 
U turn on this moun-
tain (I was pretty puck-
ered up as the big girl 
didn't like the angle and 
front end kept wanting to 
slide back down during 
the manoeuvre). I got it 
around and had to hook 
up five recovery straps to 
get down to first vehicle 
in line.
We then connected the 

Prado to mine and then 
it was foot to floor with 
six vehicles in line and 
around 150 meters of dis-
tance between the first 

and last vehicle.
It wasn't long before we had a gathering of on-

lookers at the top but the old girl and all the other 
four going vehicles hooked in and brought the 
two stranded broken ones to the top. Amazing ef-
fort on some seriously steep country.
Some more towing up some steep hills and the 

two broken vehicles were able to get going by 
themselves with only front wheel drive in each of 
them. We all made camp for the night ready for 

the next day's action.
Once we said goodbye to the broken vehicles 

(they were heading straight for Dargo, the easi-
est way) we headed off in anticipation of the re-
nowned Billy Goats Bluff track, with now 4 vehi-
cles out of the starting seven. The views and drive 
up Billy Goats was awesome and sky perfectly 
blue greeting us with breathtaking views across 
the high country. Pushing forward to The Pinna-
cles with a short but sharp walk to the look out 
was worth every step and more, I could have eas-
ily spent hours there just moving around the look 
out and taking it all in. 
Back down Billy Goats and the traffic had picked 

up with some colourful characters met along the 
way, with all eager to stop and have a chat while 
passing by.
We then headed to Dargo to meet up with the 

other vehicles and enjoyed a nice pub meal for 
lunch followed by a swim in the camp grounds 
out the back.
Some great attempts by us so called adults on the 

rope swing into the river saw plenty of laughs and 
fails with all joining in and a great time had by all.
Top trip, top company and many memories of 

our Australia Day High Country Trip with Snatch 
‘Em 4x4 Gippsland.

Written by Scott Gamble - Traralgon.

Australia Day Weekend High Country Trip to 
Licola.

Steep tracks tackled by the 
Snatch’Em 4x4 Boolarra.
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Snatch Em 4x4 annual surf fishing comp
17- 19 February 2017

Nine vehicles loaded with campers, caravans, swags and annex's headed off to Mcgaurans beach for 
the 1st annual surf fishing competition.
While the weather wasn't perfect it was pleasant and while it did get a bit windy it only rained once 

during the night while we were there so none of us were complaining.
The cooler weather certainly didn't stop the kids from enjoying the beach heading back to camp with 

an array of treasures they had found along the way.
One would think with the huge array of surf rods in all shapes, sizes and colours and all using a differ-

ent sort of bait there would be fish being caught left right and centre but alas while many, many crabs 
came ashore there was only 6 fish caught for the whole weekend.
Tammy took out the women's competition, Kerry the men's, Chelsea the girl's and James the boy's all 

earning themselves a fantastic fishing shirt courtesy of one of our sponsors 'Get Wet Outdoors' Traral-
gon. 
The lack of fish didn't seem to phase any of the members however, sitting around a campfire enjoying 

the good company and millions of stars that could be seen was good enough.
Another fantastic trip with the Snatch 'Em 4x4 Gippsland club and I am already looking forward to 

next years fishing competition.

Written by Tammy Richards, BOOLARRA

Scenes from the Snatch’Em 
4x4 Surf Fishing Competition 

McGaurans Beach.
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BOOLARRA PONY CLUB

Over the last 12 months, the 
Boolarra Pony Club grounds 
have undertaken a major face 
lift with the building of a large 
storage shed and renovations to 
the kitchen/ club rooms.
The facility has had a name 

change to reflect the direction that we are now 
taking, and it is now called the Boolarra Equestri-
an Centre. The grounds now cater for not only the 
Boolarra Pony Club, but also the Boolarra Eques-
trian Club, Adult HRCAV club and the Boolarra 
and District Trail Riders Club. In recent times, 
on most weekends and weekdays, this facility is 
either being used by the above user groups or be-
ing hired out to other equestrian groups such as 
the Reining Club and the Traralgon Adult Riders 
Club. 
The Boolarra Pony Club is very proud of the 

well-maintained grounds and through extensive 
fundraising by the members associated with the 
Boolarra Equestrian Centre, the grounds now 
consist of three fenced sand arenas, a round yard, 
storage shed, club room/ kitchen, 27 horse yards 

and a cross country course. 
The Boolarra Pony Club will turn 50 this year. On 

24 February 1967, a meeting was held that was 
chaired by Mrs Newton to form the Mirboo Pony 
Club. The meeting was addressed by the District 
Commissioner of Berry’s Creek Pony Club, Mrs 
Kinny, and it was agreed that there was sufficient 
interest to form a pony club at Mirboo. The rallies 
were originally held at the Mirboo Recreation Re-
serve. As time went on more and more members 
from the Boolarra area joined the club and they 
would alternate having a rally at Mirboo Recrea-
tion Reserve and a rally at Boolarra. In 1975, the 
Mirboo Pony Club took up permanent residence 
at the Boolarra Memorial Park. Somewhere be-
tween June 1981 and May 1982, the club officially 
changed its name from the Mirboo Pony Club to 
the Boolarra Pony Club. We will be officially cel-
ebrating our 50th birthday on Saturday 18 March 
2017, inviting back past and present members. 
The first gymkhana was held on 9 November 

1974 in Boolarra, and now more than 40 years 
later the annual Boolarra Pony Club Gymkhana 
is held on the 2nd Sunday in February, which at-

tracts over 150 competitors. 
This year’s annual gymkhana held on 5 February 

was well attended by over 400 people. This year 
we also introduced an unofficial stockhorse ring 
supported by the West Gippsland Ash Branch 
that was extremely successful. 
However, none of this would be possible with-

out the generous support from sponsorship and a 
Community Events grant from Latrobe City. 
The Boolarra Pony Club would like to thank 

their valuable sponsors;
Latrobe City, Mirboo North & District Com-

munity Bank (Bendigo Bank), FJ Metal & Fab-
rication, Boolarra Post Office, Morwell Bowling 
Club, JW & HL OÇonnor Cartage Contractors, 
Horseman Sim Lawyers in Morwell, Equiluxe 
Horse Floats, Prosper Valley Excavations, D & 
T Fencing Contractors, Dale Williamson Rugs 
Traralgon, Horseland Traralgon, Hazelwood 
Hydraulics, A & S Auto Repairs Mirboo North, 
Angela Chittem Scentsy, Bryce Templeton Far-
rier, Gippsland Regional APSB Group, Traralgon 
West Nursery, Progressive Tree Felling Services 
(Aust) Pty Ltd, Yinnar Farm & Hardware, Met-

 
Boolarra Gymkhana 2017
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Boolarra Bowling Club fielded 
a Division Three and Division Six team for the 
2016-17 season in the West Gippsland Bowls As-
sociation Saturday Pennant competition. 
Division Three avoided relegation to last spot on 

the ladder. Division Six had limited success, how-
ever they are looking forward to the new season 
2017-18, with many of the new bowlers progress-
ing nicely. Overall most Saturday matches were 
played under warm, sunny skies and all players 
needed to slip, slop, slap and drink plenty of wa-
ter. 
There was a bit of excitement on Saturday 18 Feb-

ruary when “The Young and Enthusiastic Under 
60s” played “The Rat Cunning Over 60s”. Need-
less to say, the Over 60s ruled the day once more, 
having won the inaugural match in 2016. 
Board Meetings are held on the first Wednesday 

of the month at 5.00pm at the clubrooms. Next 
couple of dates are 5 April and 3 May. 
Presentation night is Friday 5 May 5 at 7.00pm at 

the clubrooms where club match winners are rec-
ognised and Clubman of the Year 
decided. 
The AGM will be held Wednesday 

17 May at 7.00pm. Remember the 
club is more than just the board, 
it is all the members and support 
would be welcome on this night. 
Many members volunteer to keep 

our beautiful bowling green up to scratch and it is 
often commented that we have a terrific green to 
bowl on and a generous afternoon tea. Many vis-
iting bowling clubs look forward to coming out to 
Boolarra to play. 
Thanks to those hard workers. 
Boolarra Bowling Club warmly welcomes new 

members and there is always an experienced club 
member to help you learn the game or brush up 
on old skills. 
As incoming Secretary, I would like to acknowl-

edge the work that Tony Snell did in his time as 
Secretary. Tony was into his tenth year as Secre-
tary when he called it a day. Thank you from us 
all. 

Roz Carstairs 
Secretary 0429 383 686.

 Boolarra Bowls and Recreation Club

Russell Peters, Club President and accredited umpire, does a bit of careful meas-
uring on the afternoon of the Mixed Pairs club match. 

ricon, Grandridge Plastering Service, McRob-
erts & Sons, Morwell, Oliver Family Meats Mid 
Valley Morwell, Paint Place Morwell and Yinnar 
Country Café, along with the Papa Family, the 
Jackson Family, the Landmeter and Paynter fam-
ily. I would like to offer a huge vote of thanks to 
all the volunteers who helped on the day. Some 
were friends and family of club members, a lot 
were locals who just volunteered to help out and 
make this gymkhana the best in the region. 
 

Gary Mills, 
President, Boolarra Pony Club.

Dance to a variety of “then and now” music 
at the all new 

Mature Age Dance Club 
(or better known as the MAD Club) for 40 yr 

olds and over.
First session is on Sunday 26 March at the Mor-

well RSL, Elgin St from 2:30pm till 5:30pm. 
Then regularly every last Sunday afternoon of 

each month. 
Cost is $10 a head. Door and raffle prizes.
Drinks available for purchase.
Lunch and dinner available at bistro.
Dress in your favourite dance gear and have 

fun, live and laugh with us. 
Dance like no one is watching 

you.
Dance like there’s no tomor-

row.
Dance to your heart’s content.
Check out MAD Club (Mature 

Age Dance Club) on Facebook.

Steve Hodge - Maligo Pty Ltd
30-Plus Years Experience...

*30-Tonne Excavator with Buckets and Log Grab

*D7G Dozer with Blade, Rake and Rippers

*EARTHWORKS - Dams, Shed and House Sites

*FORESTRY - Establishment and Harvesting* TREE REMOVAL - Extensive 

Experience, Removal of Logs and Complete Clean Up 

Mobile: 0428 517 938 (Mirboo North) 

EARTHMOVING AND FORESTRY CONTRACTOR
Grand Ridge

Computer Services
* New & Custom Built Systems

* Malware & Virus Removal
* Software Sales & Installation

* Advice & Assistance
* Upgrades & Configuration

* System Maintenance
* Notebooks & Netbooks

* Parts & Peripherals
* Printer Consumables

Ph: 5169 6473
Mob: 0429 696 473
grcs@internode.on.net

P O Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870
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Organisation  Contact Name  Phone
Boolarra Book Club and  Robern Lubawski
 Blazers Walking Group  John Lubawski   5169 6494
Boolarra Bowling Club   Roz Carstairs   0429 383 686 
Boolarra Cemetery Trust Roz Carstairs   0429 383 686
Boolarra and District Horse  Deb Durea    5122 2519 
 and Trail Riding Club
Boolarra CFA   Rob Franssen   0439 327 104
Boolarra Community   Samantha Brick   0427 824 722  
      Against Domestic Violence Jacqui Healey    0447 455 198
Boolarra Community
 Development Group Colin Brick   5163 1212
Boolarra Netball /  Jackie McGlade   5169 6507
 Football Club  Russell McGlade  5169 6507
 Social Rooms       5169 6507
 Change Rooms      5169 6507
Boolarra Historical Society Mengar Hibbins    0429 696 210
Boolarra Multi Purpose
 Building  Sue Warren   5169 6395
Boolarra Play Group  Simone Oberdorfer  0421 417 735
Boolarra Pre-school  Emma Read   0423 369 948
Boolarra Primary School Leanne Emond   5169 6471
Boolarra Quilting Group Linda Minter   5169 6702
Boolarra Red Cross  Glenys Morgan   5169 6721
Boolarra South Landcare Malcolm Grant   5169 6405
Boolarra Tennis Club  Samantha Brick   5163 1212
Boolarra Wool and Spinning
 Group   Lois Thornton   0400 722 716 
Boolarra and Yinnar Community
 Recovery Committee Colin Brick   5163 1212 

Organisation  Contact Name  Phone
Boolarra Youth Theatre Group Tania Brown     5169 6466
Budgeree Hall   Leanne Potter   0429 111 192
Catholic Church  Fr Francis Otobo  5122 2226
Churchill Neighbourhood 
Centre    Julia Leonard   5122 2955
Cooperating Church  Brenda Burney    5122 1480
Cricket Club   Jack Cleaver   5169 6428
Folk Festival   Ray Stewart   5169 6275
Friends of the Morwell River Brian McLure   5664 8318
Grand Ridge Rail Trail  Neil Trease   5668 1580 
Justice of the Peace  Matt Gleeson    0427 696 461
    Gwenda Pither   0427 963 385 
Latrobe CC Fire Recovery Heather Farley   5128 5648
LaTrobe TaeKwon-Do  Dave Proctor   0402 270 347ss
Municipal Emergency
Response Officer   Lance King   5128 5426
Local Emergency Action Plan John Harris   0431 972 672
Memorial Hall   Roz Carstairs    0429 383 686
Memorial Park   Colin Brick   5163 1212
Men’s Shed   Jeff Henderson   0411 319 326 
Open Garden Day  Jill Simmons   5169 6516
Police    Matt Ryan   5169 6222
        0458 839 886
Pony Club    Lisa Dunn   5166 1265
Russell Northe   Russell Northe   5133 9088
Scouts    Sylvia Sauppe   5169 6321
Soroptomist International Samantha Brick   0427 824 722
Stroke Support Group  Paul Howells   5623 5598
Wildlife Assistance  Jean Quick   5169 6606
Yinnar Community Garden Catheryn Thompson  0435 048 153

The Boolarra Link Community Directory

Church Services 
in Boolarra and Yinnar

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Tarwin Street, Boolarra

Mass at 10.30am on 2nd and 4th Sunday in
 Boolarra and 10.30am on 1st and 3rd Sunday in 

Yinnar.
Liturgy at 10.30am on 2nd Tuesday of the month

 Contact: Fr Francis Otobo 
5133 8132 or 0470 116 985

Or Denise Schiller 5169 6425

ANGLICAN and UNITING CHURCHES
 IN CO-OPERATION
Tarwin Street, Boolarra

1st Sunday 11.00am and 2nd Sunday 10.00am
 in Boolarra

3rd Sunday 11.00am and 4th Sunday 10.00am 
in Yinnar

Contact Robern Lubawski: 5169 6494

MONDAY
EXERCISE CLASS - 9.30am, all ages, Boolarra Memorial Hall. Contact: Kathleen Millett 5122 2591 or 
Kate 5169 6592
BOOK CLUB - 8.00pm,1st Monday of the month. Contact: Robern Lubawski 5169 6494
MEN’S SHED - Between 10.00am and 4.00pm. Contact: Jeff Henderson 0411 319 326 
CFA - Every 2nd Monday from 7.00pm - skills training at the station - prospective new members welcome
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group - 2nd and 4th Monday from11.00am - 
    Multi Purpose Building. Contact Linda Minter 5169 6702 
TuESDAY
YOGA - 6.00pm-7.15pm Gentle Class. OR 7.30pm-8.45pm Advanced Class. Primary School/Multi Pur-
pose Room. Contact: Kristy Mills 5169 6226
PILATES - 9.30am, Multi Purpose Building. Contact: Kathleen Millett 5122 2591
WEDNESDAY
MEN’S SHED - Between 10.00am and 4.00pm. Contact: Jeff Henderson 0411 319 326
THuRSDAY
PLAYGROUP - 9.30am-11.30am, Multi Purpose Build. Contact: Simone Oberdorfer 0421 417 735
WOOL GROUP - 11.30 am-3.30pm, Multi Purpose Building. Contact: Lois Thornton 0400 722 716
WALKING GROUP - Meet 9.00am, Boolarra Recreation Reserve. Contact. John Lubawski 5169 6494
FRIDAY
EXERCISE CLASS - All ages 10.00am, Yinnar Memorial Hall. Contact: Kathleen Millett 5122 2591 or 
Kate 5169 6592
SuNDAY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY - 2.00pm-4.00 pm, 1st Sunday of the month, Boolarra Historical Museum
PONY CLUB RALLY - 2nd Sunday of the month, Recreation Reserve
CFA - 9.00am - 10.00am - Radio testing / equipment maintenance

PLEASE NOTE: If there are changes to any 
Link Community Directory 

information, please notify the Boolarra Link Editor:
 Sylvia Sauppe on 5169 6321 
or editorthelink@gmail.com

 Boolarra Community Development Group: Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.00pm, Memorial Hall
 Boolarra Historical Society: Monthly 3rd Tuesday at 7.30pm, Boolarra Historical Museum
 Red Cross: Monthly 1st Monday at 1.00pm, The Boolarra Store 
 Boolarra Memorial Hall: Bi-Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.30pm, Memorial Hall

What’s on. . . . .

Groups and Organisations Meeting Times. . . . . 


