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BOOLARRA COMMUNITY HOTEL 
NAMED GIPPSLAND’S BEST NEW BUSINESS FOR 2017

  The Boolarra Link
Established 1981-Volume 36, Edition 3

On Friday 25 August, the Boolarra Community 
Hotel was named the winner in the ‘New Busi-
ness’ category of the Gippsland Business Awards 
with the judges commenting that the Hotel was 
a “fantastic story and sound business case to 
prevent a community asset from being lost to the 
town. The Hotel has been transformed from a 
former privately owned run down business to a 
new community owned asset with the potential 
to grow and support employment for a range of 
people in the area.” 
It was described as an “excellent submission” with 
an innovative legal structure developed to under-
pin the business.
The judging of the award consisted of written 
submissions, interview and anonymous visits. 
Very strong competition came from the other 

four finalists in our category that included: Al-
chemy Hair and Makeup (Traralgon), Calm and 
Connection Physiotherapy (Sale), Gippsland Jer-
sey (Jindivick) and The Cassidy Crew (Warragul).
Some other category winners were: Food and 
Wine Production - Prom Country Cheese, Fran-
chises - Jims Building Inspections - East Gipps-
land Sale, Hospitality - Tinamba Hotel, Services 
– Aussie Broadband and Tourism - Lardner Park.
 
The Award recognises the contribution and work 
the community has put into the Hotel, the em-
ployment opportunity provided to young and 
local people, its team members and strength of 
the town. Congratulations to all the team at the 
Hotel.

Barry, Matt and Dave photographed with a happy Mayor of 
Latrobe City Kellie O’Callaghan, after the presentation at the 

2017 Gippsland Business Awards.

NAIDOC Celebrations
The Boolarra Pony Club celebrated 
NAIDOC week at its monthly rally on 
Sunday 9 July 2017. 

NAIDOC week is from the first to the 
second Sunday in July. It is a way of cele-
brating the history, culture and achieve-
ments of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people. Each year there is 
a theme, this year it was Our Languages 
Matter. 

BOOLARRA PONY CLUB
 

Continued page 6.
The very distinctive and 

symbolic colors of red, black 
and yellow featured in 

NAIDOC week celebrations 
at the 

Boolarra Pony Club.
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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 

Committee unless acknowledged
 as such. 

No endorsement of products or 
services is implied by the listing of 

advertisers or sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the 

Committee takes no responsibility
 for errors.

THE BOOLARRA LINK 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Committee members are:
Luke Potter - President - 0418 530 682
Matt Ryan - Treasurer 
Alan Hall - Secretary
Paula Ryan - Advertising Officer
Sylvia Sauppe -Editor - 5169 6321
Alan Hall - Subeditor
Alan Hall - Proof reading
Dave Holt - Proof reading
Phil Robins - Proof reading
Tammy Richards - Photographer - 5169 6328
Paula Ryan - Photographer - 0413 844 660

Feedback, articles, photos and correspondence 
can be provided via email to 

editorthelink@gmail.com or by letter 
addressed to The Boolarra Link and dropped 

off with Mary or Shannon at the 
Boolarra Post Office. 

Website: thelink.boolarra.vic.au

BOOLARRA LINK ADvERTISINg

Advertisements are in blocks of 8cm WIDE 
x 10cm HIGH

Blocks can be arranged side by side 
or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks - $28.00

Additional blocks $28.00

BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance.

2018 Australia Day Boolarra Community Recognition Award

Australia Day Boolarra Community Award 2018
We wish to recognise __________________________ for his/her community contribution.

(Please describe their contribution in 25-30 words).

     

Nomination By:     
Seconded By:      
(Nominations to be submitted by 23 December 2017).

To celebrate our National Day and the wonder-
ful spirit in our lovely town, the Development 
Group has developed a tradition of having an 
Australia Day Breakfast in the Park which has 
gone from strength to strength.
One of the great features of our celebration has 

been the opportunity to recognise some of the 
unsung heroes of our town; the volunteers who 
do so much in so many spheres to make our 
town the rich, vibrant community it is.
The Development Group is once again seek-

ing nominations from individuals, community 
groups and clubs, of people or groups you believe 
deserve recognition for their contribution to our 
community. If you wish to nominate someone 
then please fill out the attached nomination form 
and drop it in at the Post Office.

Colin Brick,
Boolarra Community Development Group,
5163 1212.

BOOLARRA LINK AGM

To be held on
THURsDAY - 12 OCTOBER 2017

FROM 5.00 PM
at

Boolarra Community Hotel
ALL WELCOME 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE LINK TO CONTINUE

The Boolarra Link is looking for more people 
to help in putting the newspaper together.

specifically, we really need:--
•	     Occasional proofreaders - our proofreaders need a break every now and again, so 

having people that can step in on occasion would help us out immensely.
•	     Occasional article writers - writing articles about Boolarra whenever you are able.

If you are interested in helping getting this icon of the Boolarra community to print, 
please contact the Editor, Sylvia Sauppe, on 5169 6321 or at editorthelink@gmail 
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Steve Hodge - Maligo Pty Ltd
30-Plus Years Experience...

*30-Tonne Excavator with Buckets and Log Grab

*D7G Dozer with Blade, Rake and Rippers

*EARTHWORKS - Dams, Shed and House Sites

*FORESTRY - Establishment and Harvesting* TREE REMOVAL - Extensive 

Experience, Removal of Logs and Complete Clean Up 

Mobile: 0428 517 938 (Mirboo North) 

EARTHMOVING AND FORESTRY CONTRACTOR

2017 
Boolarra & District 

Art Show
Just a reminder for those arty folk who 

haven’t filled in an Expression of 
Interest form, these can now be 

collected at the Post Office.
We also would love to enlist a couple 
of strong people to help bring in the 
display stands from the outside shed. 
This should take approx. 1 ½ hrs on the 

Thursday.
Please call Abbas on 51696 598.

The Art Show will be held on the 
weekend of 20-22 October 2017.

Boolarra Garage sale and Car Boot Market
A community wide Garage Sale will be held on Sunday 12 November, from 

8.30am to 2pm, and a Car Boot Market in Railway Park.
To register as a participant:
•	 Pay	at	the	PO.
•	 Fill	out	the	form	below
•	 For	garage	sales,	provide	us	with	a	list	by	email	of	two	to	three	of	your	

bigger items, for publicity purposes.
•	 Details	of	your	property	location,	to	enable	inclusion	on	the	map.

For safety reasons the format for the Car Boot sale will actually be a stall, located within Railway Park.
Stallholders will be allocated a site in Railway Park. 

Contacts: Jill White 0408 177 406, Colin Brick 5163 1212.

Booking Payment Form

To be returned to the Boolarra Post Office by 16 October with payment
Name ___________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________
Phone Contact ____________________________________________
Email Contact ____________________________________________

Garage Sale (fee $15)       
Car Boot Stall at Railway Park (fee $5) 

Yinnar And District Memorial Hall
We hold two markets each year on the first Sunday of May and November. We are about to start 
taking site bookings for our next market to be held at the Hall on Sunday 5 November, time 
9.30am until 2.30pm. Sites are indoors and outdoors with both single and double sites available. 
Cost $20 and $35. No Bric-a-Brac.
All proceeds made on the day go towards the refurbishment of our local hall.
If you require any further information please feel free to contact me.
Warm Regards,

Helen O’Hara, Market Coordinator.
0417 525 431 (Mobile), 5163 1325 (Home).

On the Hill
Natural Therapy Centre

1 Bishop Street, Boolarra

Practitioner: Rhonda Clark
In Boolarra on Wednesdays

From 10:00am to 4:00pm

sPECIALIsING IN BOWEN THERAPY
(Bowtech®)

Muscle & connective tissue movement for
Aches, pains, strains, sprains & post-op rehab.

Treatment cost: $50.00
Concession or Pension Card Holders $40.00

Massage (back, legs & arms) $30.00 per half hour
Hand or foot spa with some reflexology $50.00 

per one hour treatment
Treatment fees are refundable by most Private Health Funds

Phone Rhonda on: 0416 148 104

Morwell River Road wattle.
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Vale Mick schiller
Michael Schiller was born on 5 December 1939, 

the second of Phyllis and Phonse Schiller’s sev-
en children. He died on 21 June 2017 at Jessie 
McPherson Hospital.
Mick grew up in North Balwyn but the family 

moved to Mentone in 1956. He began an ap-
prenticeship with Dan and Bill Dove Builders 
in Mordialloc and when he finished his appren-
ticeship he began working for himself. For a few 
years, he was building all sorts of things. He al-
ways liked a challenge so built some houses but 
preferred more unusual projects- a swimming 
school, a yacht club, a round toilet block and a 
caravan park to name a few. He needed to hire 
the crossings, sheds, power poles and toilets and 
decided to start a builders’ hire service himself. 
This was opposite the old Epsom Racecourse in 

Mordialloc so Epsom Hire Service was born. It 
continues today under different ownership.
Mick and Denise were married in 1964 and 

Mick built them a house in Parkdale. They 
bought a small caravan and for a few years trav-
elled on their holidays. Then Mick found an old 
Austin Champ Jeep, ex-Army from WWII. With 
a big army tent and two of his brothers and a 
sister in tow as well as the Labrador, Jock, they 
travelled the high country at every opportunity. 
There were many adventures on steep, rough 
tracks in all weathers. His next bright idea was 
a hobby farm so an advertisement was placed in 
the Weekly Times. He was offered broad acres of 
Mallee scrub and investigated Crown Land near 
Dargo but settled on 60 acres of valley on the 
East Branch of the Morwell River. That meant 
making an uninhabitable house habitable, prac-
tically a rebuild with lining, new windows, floors, 
a bathroom and kitchen were all non-existent. 

The place had to be fenced and the 
drive repaired. Blackberries were 
attacked and some goats acquired 
to help the cause.
Friendship with Pat and Barbara 

Gleeson lead to friendship with 
Mike and Marg Gleeson and a 
whole change in work developed. 
The Morwell to Mirboo North 
Railway was tendered and they put 
in a bid and won the tender. MGS 
developed and more contracts were 
won and done all over the country. 
Mick loved working in the outback, 
the old Ghan line, the Nullarbor 
from Port Augusta to Kalgoor-
lie, Western Australia’s wheat belt 
and Queensland’s sugar lines pro-
vided sleepers and rails for recy-
cling. Mike Gleeson developed the 

store and gas business in 
Yinnar and kept the ma-
chinery going, Mal Spicer 
looked after the Garden Supply Yards 
to sell the sleepers and Mick looked 
after the contracting although they all 
did some rotating of the jobs. 
When retirement was contemplated 

Mick decided he was not going to re-
main in the city but would move to 
Boolarra. The East Branch property 
had been sold many years ago but 
amazingly the Morwell River Road 
became home. He wanted an ac-
tive retirement and loved the bush so 
Landcare and Friends of the Upper 
Morwell River were the first organisa-
tions he joined. He had many interests 
so enjoyed the Historical Society and 
the Men’s Shed as well. For five years 
he was able to put many hours into the 
Morwell River Falls redevelopment 

and the Old Mill Site in Boolarra. Lately he had 
been a Director of the Boolarra Community Ho-
tel and was pleased to see it come to life again.
In October 2011, he had a stroke and six months 

of major health challenges followed - a 
kidney removed, a heart by-pass and a 
Staph infection took their toll. In 2015, 
he received a pace-maker/defibrillator 
and so kept up as much involvement 
in the community as he could. He re-
ceived an Australia Day Award and 
was a Finalist in the Rural and Region-
al Achievement Awards for his efforts. 
His legacy can be seen in the tracks, 
walkways, bridges and structures he 
designed and helped construct. In June 
2017, he became ill and after a few days 
at Latrobe Regional Hospital he was 
transferred to Melbourne. Surgery on 

15 June revealed extensive abdominal cancer and 
he deteriorated quickly. Mick died peacefully on 
21 June and was buried at Boolarra not far from 
the Mill Site where he had spent so many happy 
hours. He was Vice President of Landcare and 
Secretary of the Men’s Shed and his many friends 
in the community will miss him. His wife of over 
50 years Denise has lost her best friend but is 
comforted by the support of family and friends 
and the thought that Mick died quickly and can 
now rest in peace.

Picnic group at Morwell River Falls 
September 2011.

Picnic lunch, Falls working bee
 October 2012.

Working bee crew lunchbreak, 
Falls 2014.

Working bee Morwell River Falls 
April 2011.
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Vale Michael 
(Mick) schiller
My appreciation of Mick comes from a long-
standing mutual involvement with the conserva-
tion group ‘Friends of the Upper Morwell River’. 
At every occasion - any Friends meeting, work-
ing bee or activity, you’d know with Mick that 
clear progress was always on the agenda. Here 
was somebody not just with the ideas and desire 
– which we mostly all have – but the technical 
know-how and lifetime of building experience 
to really change things. Over a span of about 10 
years he and the group (plus Mick’s friend Mick 
Crowley) restored a severely neglected ‘Gippsland 
Natural Wonder’ i.e. the Morwell River Falls Re-

serve, and then built up a nice level of infrastruc-
ture there. This was enhanced further with major 
works on and off site by versatile local builder Paul 
Jesse, and through the work of remote location, 
specialist construction group ‘Hedley Ranges’. 
In recognition of Michael it would be nice to see 
the main track from the picnic tables at the Falls 
Reserve (or some other track there) named ‘Schill-
er’s Way’ or similar. Other members did very much 
fine work here, but the concept and style, the sol-
id construction says ‘Mick Schiller’ at every step; 
it’s a lasting signature piece, in my mind anyway. 
During breaks on projects Mick loved telling fa-
vourite jokes and stories, such as how one earlier 
group of workers at the Falls had been taking a 
break and curiously heard the uncanny sound 
of star-picket posts being banged in: upon go-
ing to check, they found it was lyrebirds, copy-
ing the sound and no other people around!
Mick was a first-rank contributor in many other 
spheres in and around Boolarra: the Old Mill Site 
with Boolarra South Landcare, and again with 
equally energetic wife Denise running ‘Work for 
the Dole’ and ‘Conservation Volunteers’ programs 
out of the well-equipped shed on their property. 

A key instigator of the Boolarra Men’s Shed; and 
the driving force behind the very successful re-
launch of the Boolarra Community Hotel only 
last year. It’s outside my experience to elaborate 
much on all of these, but I do know the part he 
played was central, pretty all-encompassing, and 
highly valued. This is reflected in the multiple 
‘Boolarra Community Achievement’ awards re-
ceived, and recognition from Landcare.
Being with Mick, only just beyond the ‘koala-
bear’ whiskers bluff and bluster was the warmest 
and most engaging person you would likely ever 
meet; as comfortable talking to local politicians 
as Work for the Dole youth, as happy to be in 
the Catholic Church as out in the bush with the 
Friends. We could not have asked for more from 
him, and much of this in the face of a gamut of 
health issues stroke, cancer, and other ailments 
that were eventually overwhelming.
Our thanks to Michael and we offer our sincere 
condolences to Denise.

On behalf of the Link Committee,
Alan Hall,
Subeditor, The Boolarra Link.

Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water and 
Battery Storage. We specialise in pre-
mium quality systems, backed up by 

old-fashioned Customer Service.

LocaL company - based in 
TraraLgon & mirboo norTh
Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add	value	to	your	home
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
call us now for a Free in-home quotation

phone: 1300 447 765
cherry@gippslandsolar.com.au 

www.gippslandsolar.com.au

Solar Power ✴ Solar Hot Water ✴ Battery Storage

Knitting Kits Australia

For your convenience selected kits are 
now available at Boolarra General Store 

and Boolarra Emporium.

Kits feature natural fibre yarns, pattern and any 
accessories needed to complete your project. 

Needles available separately.

Knitting Yarns by Mail
114 Fox & Fanckes Rd Boolarra South

Open by appointment only
Phone Alison : 0408 992 927

Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au
Orders delivered free to Boolarra Street addresses

Australia Day Award in 2011
Michael Schiller

For his inspirational work on the redevelopment of the
 Morwell River Falls and the Old Mill site. The many hours
 of hard physical work to developing tracks and installing 

seating and signage are a testament to his 100% 
enthusiasm and energy.

Alan and Mick at a working bee.

Paul, Phil and Mick, at picnic
 table installation.
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BOOLARRA PONY CLUB
 Boolarra Pony Club have four Abo-

riginal riding members. It was cele-
brated with a special lunch at the rally, 
which consisted of kangaroo, Johnny 
Cakes and lots of other delicious food 
that parents helped make.
The celebrations began with a dance 

from three of the junior members of the club. Angela 
Chittem carried out a Smoking and Welcome to Coun-
try Ceremony. Aleeah Munnich then did an Acknowl-
edgment to Country. The Boolarra Pony Club used an 
Aboriginal designed show jumping dazzle board which 
was donated last year and two poles that were painted in 
the Aboriginal Flag colours.
There was a great turnout with Deadly Sport Gippsland 

and over 60 community members from both the Abo-

riginal community and the wider community. As well 
as, fantastic donations for the raffle which consisted of 
a Hawthorn signed Jersey, a print made from Michael 
Harding an Aboriginal Artist, a jumper from Australian 
Indigenous Mentoring Experience (AIME), a beautiful 
horse jewellery boxfrom Maree Davey, Saddle blanket 
made by Tracy Cunico and a signed photo by former Es-
sendon player Dustin Fletcher.
Without a grant from GippSport’s Indigenous Round 

Funding, sponsorship from Woolworths (Churchill), 
Coles (Midvalley in Morwell) and fantastic teamwork 
from the members of the Club, this day would not have 
been possible.

From Page 1.

Boolarra south Landcare Group

FRIENDs OF THE UPPER MORWELL RIVER 

Vision, knowledge, a great affinity for nature 
and people. A person that you would always look 
forward to seeing, listening to and learning from: 

Mick Schiller in action at some of his favourite 
places 1. The Old Mill Site with Boolarra South 

Landcare 2. The Morwell River Falls Reserve with 
the Friends of the Upper Morwell River.



Page:  7   The Boolarra Link - September 2017

Proposed 
BMX Track
september 2017 Update
Quinn O’Kane and his mates had an idea two 
years ago: a BMX track in Boolarra. 
Quinn got onto the local bloke with a digger, 
Brent O’Brien. Together with the local Constable, 
Matt Ryan, and with the endorsement of the Bool-
arra Community Development Group, they have 
worked through designs, site options, track speci-
fications and community consultations to put to-
gether an application to Latrobe City Council to 
build a BMX track in Centenary Park, Boolarra. 
The Community Consultation on 2 July was well 
attended on site at the Centenary Park with ap-
proximately 120-150 community members at-
tending with many children. Two hundred sur-
vey responses were submitted: 185 individuals 
were in favour, a small minority objected who 
cited concerns regarding the affect the BMX 
track will have on the overall park ambience. 
The Community Consultation and survey gave 
residents of Boolarra and surrounds the oppor-
tunity to see the proposed site and the mowed 
outline of the proposed track, ask questions, 
give feedback and raise their concerns: 
Concerns raised via survey: 
•	 Park should remain a park for all events, 

particularly the Folk Festival.
•	 There are more appropriate locations - out-

side of town, next to the footy ground, behind 
CFA shed. 

Other Concerns: 
•	 Smoking, drugs and alcohol at the site.
•	 Vandalism to nearby facilities.
•	 Cars parking on the grass.
•	 Damage/removal of trees and root systems.
•	 Unsightly muddy mess.
•	 Loss of parkland/preservation of parkland.
•	 Over-development of passive recreation areas.
•	 Detract from beauty and functionality of park 

and town. 
 Generally, feedback has been enthusiastic and 

positive: 
“I originally was against the track, but since 
seeing the plan at the Boolarra Store and in 
The Link, I’ve changed my mind. I think it 
would be a great asset for the youth of the 
town.” (example survey response).
The surveys detailed a lot of feedback about 
the positives the track can offer: 
•	 Parks should be for all ages for a variety 

of interests, in a variety of ways.
•	 Ideal facility for families. 
•	 Safe space for young people to congre-

gate. 
•	 Good use of public space, close to exist-

ing amenities.
•	 Offers opportunities for teenagers and chil-

dren. Kids need distractions from the TV, 
computer, mobile phones. Kids need every op-
portunity for face-to-face socialising.

•	 The track is at a safe, central location, in full 
view of the public, nearby to assistance and far 
enough away not to interfere with anyone else.

•	 Safe place away from road’s edge. 
•	 Year round, 365 days a year activity/facility for 

residents and visitors. 
•	 Adds to the start/end-point of rail trail. Ad-

ditional attraction for visitors. 
•	 Encourages young people to be part of the 

community; sense of belonging for children.
“Kids and teenagers are more likely to engage in 
antisocial behaviour out of boredom and a lack of 
feeling like a respected and welcomed part of the 
community. A BMX track is one way to engage 
them and give them a sense of belonging. They 
have just as much right to be in town and in the 

parks as everyone else, and as such it is im-
portant to cater to those demographics too.” 
– survey response 
The track will be an asset to the Park and 
the community, complementing the exist-
ing Rail Trail and Skate Park, offering addi-
tional recreational opportunities for fami-
lies. Boolarra offers first-rate recreational 
activities for young people in Boolarra and 
the wider catchment around the Valley in-
terested in structured sports like football, 
netball and horse riding. However, there 
is a growing number of youth interested in 

freestyling, unstructured sports who want free, 
year-round access to dynamic recreation opportu-
nities that also challenge and develop skills. 
The track has been designed exclusively for the 
Centenary Park site. An intensive review was un-
dertaken of potential sites by Brent and Matt. They 
were strongly of the view that the only suitable site 
in Boolarra was in Centenary Park, opposite the 
CFA Shed. This site offers use of the existing land-

forms to minimise the environmental and aes-
thetic impact and is a safe central location with 
high visibility and accessibility. Local kids de-
signed the track with professional input from 
experienced BMX riders, track builders and 
landscapers. The BMX track will add amenity, 
interest and usability to an area that is other-
wise seldom used.
From afar, the BMX track will be green roll-
ing hillocks not more than 1.5 metres high at 
the end of a majestic eucalypt avenue; it will 
encourage people to venture further along 
the stretch of rail trail into the full length of 
the park’s dynamic space. The track will be a 

four metre wide, groomed circuit featuring vari-
ous jumps, tabletops, rollers and berms. Some of 
the jumps will feature a split-level track to accom-
modate for varied skill levels. All batters will be 
resewn with grass and safe for mowing. 
On any weekend of the year, any day after school, 
kids will be actively and positively occupied on 
the track, improving their skills, challenging 
themselves and each other and burning energy! 
The track will give kids a strong sense of place and 
belonging in their community. It is important that 
communities listen to their young people and re-
spect and encourage their interest in innovation 
and adventure. They are our future leaders; the 
ones who will continue to build our communities 
and hopefully raise their own children here.

For any further questions, concerns and feedback 
please contact: bmxboolarra@gmail.com

Eloise O’Brien.
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The AGM for the BCDG was held on 24 August at 
the Multi Purpose Building and was a well-attend-
ed meeting. Our thanks to Ms Abby Clavarino, 
from Latrobe City, who deputised as Chair of the 
meeting for Cr Darrell White who was unable to 
attend.
Reports were provided by the Chairperson, Wen-
dy Wills and the Treasurer, Jill White.
A new Committee was then duly elected, as fol-
lows:
Chair - Wendy Wills
Deputy Chair - Rob Herni
Secretary - Colin Brick
Treasurer - Jenny Wedrowicz
Publicity - Deb Chansman
Committee - Collette Albino, Terry Bevan, Doug 
Black, Sue Webster, Carol Craddock, Jill Sim-
monds, Jill White, Jess Goodman, Chris Milne

It is great to have several new people on the com-
mittee. We have had a very strong influx of new 
blood over the past couple of years which is criti-
cal for all committees. Last year, Wendy and Rob 
Herni shared the role of Chair. This year Wendy 
has asserted her authority and Rob will act as dep-
uty. Also, Jill White has passed over the reins as 
Treasurer to Jenny Wedrowicz.
After the reports and the election of the new Com-
mittee we then broke for a lovely supper provided 
by Sue Webster.
Following is a copy of the Chairperson’s report 
which provides an interesting overview of the 
group’s activities over the past 12 months.

Colin Brick,
Secretary, BCDG.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
24 August 2017 
REPORT from the CHAIR, Wendy Wills

Thank you all for your attendance this evening.
We have many willing volunteers in Boolarra, serv-
ing in a diversity of community groups and clubs, and 
many of us wear hats in several different organisations. 
It is a testament to our community spirit in Boolarra 
that we have such strong participation in what is a rela-
tively small population.
Our Community Development Group’s aim is to pro-
mote the social, economic and environmental devel-
opment of Boolarra and district in accordance with the 
wishes of the community.
We see our role being to work with the people and 
groups within the community to advance and foster 
the town’s wellbeing. We also seek to work closely with 
Latrobe City Council, State and Federal Members of 
Parliament and various Government Departments, as 
well as hosting and promoting various Community 
events for the enjoyment of all.
 The BCDG has now been active for fifteen years, and 
we are very proud of what we have achieved in that 

time. However, there is still much that can be done to 
make our community an even better place to live.
This year has to some extent been a year of consolida-
tion. Over the past couple of years we have had some 
new blood onto the Committee, which provides an es-
sential infusion of new ideas and enthusiasm. Some of 
these ideas are still being worked through or are cur-
rently in the process of implementation.
As always, we have organised the regular, and ever 
popular Christmas Carols and Australia Day events. 
This year we also held the biannual Open Garden Day 
which was again very successful. The weekly 500 Night 
has been enjoying good numbers, and also caters for 
chess players, and provides another social option. In-
terestingly, it has also proved a fruitful source of new 
members for the Development Group.
One of our new members has taken a lead role in rein-
vigorating the Welcome Pack, distributed by the PO to 
new residents.
The Group completed the acquisition and installation 
of a defibrillator which has been located in a public 
space outside the PO, readily available to any com-
munity member who needs it in case of an emergency. 
To facilitate this, we also arranged a cut down first aid 
training course attended by around 30 people that ad-
dressed the use of the defibrillator and CPR.
Coming up in the next couple of months are the Art 
Show, which showcases the works of a wide range of 
local artists and artisans. In November, we also have 
organised the Car Boot and Garage Sale day, which 
should bring a lot of people into town, and got the lo-
cals out to catch up with each other.
One of the important roles of the Development Group 
is to be the voice of the community in issues of public 
infrastructure. This year the key infrastructure issue 
has been the proposed BMX track. As per our charter, 
we support development in accordance with the wish-
es of the community. The development group has un-
dertaken a rigorous community consultation process 
with respect to the BMX track, which has indicated 
overwhelming support for the proposal. We will now 
support the project on the further steps of obtaining 
Council approval.
Another program under the aegis of the Development 
Group has been the Domestic Violence Program. This 
has involved a number of forums that seek to inform 
the community about the nature of the issue and what 
can to be done to combat it. In April, 35 people at-
tended a Men’s Health Pizza Night focused on issues 
of male identity and adolescence and a screening of 
the film The Mask We Live In. Jamin Heppell provided 
some powerful messages on rites of passage from ado-
lescence to adulthood in Australia while Matt Ryan led 
a conversation on issues facing young men growing up 
in a rural community such as Boolarra. Both talks led 
to some really good discussion.
The BCDG also acts as an umbrella organisation un-
der which other groups can apply for funding, and in 
recent years we have assisted the exercise group, the 
Kindergarten, the Dairy Farmers Support Group and 
a proposal for a BMX track in their funding applica-
tions.
Last the year the decision was made to revise the oper-
ating model of the Koffee Kart. The model was changed 
to simplify the arrangement with the operator paying 

a set amount to the BCDG per usage. This has proved 
very successful; Chris is happy with the arrangement, 
and the Kart is continuing to provide a useful income 
stream to the group which can be used for commu-
nity purposes. This will fund the community calendar 
which will be released in October.
The coming year looks like being exciting. 
The group is in a healthy financial position and we are 
actively seeking to utilise these funds for the benefit 
of the community. In November, we will be releasing 
a community calendar, with a free copy to all house-
holds, funded by the Koffee Kart.
We are also looking at installing a free WiFi access in 
Railway Park, the possibility of hire bikes for use on the 
Rail Trail, the acquisition of one or more sound sculp-
tures for use by residents and to attract people to the 
town, and working with the Hotel on a dump point for 
use by caravaners.
We have also engaged a local resident to write up grant 
applications on behalf of local groups, hoping to max-
imise the funding and benefits we receive through the 
range of grants available locally.
I would like to thank the Community Development 
Group Committee members for their participation 
and support, particularly our long-serving Secretary 
Colin Brick and Jill White who has served as Treasurer 
for the last two years, and has grown into the role ad-
mirably.
It would seem appropriate at this point to recommend 
participation in our Boolarra Community Develop-
ment Group and we welcome visitors and new Com-
mittee members to attend our Meetings normally held 
on the third Thursday of the month. Please come along 
and make yourselves known. Community members 
are also invited to raise issues at those meetings by 
prior notice to the Secretary, who will make time on 
the Agenda.
Once again, thank you all for your attendance, please 
join us for supper following the meeting.

Wendy Wills,
Chairperson,
Boolarra Community Development Group.

BOOLARRA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GROUP 

River Road  
Electrical services

Domestic, Rural
Industrial, 

Commercial
Bruce Craddock

Mobile: 0427 696 640

 rec 9532
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You scratch my back!

As many of you are aware, following the closure 
of Hazelwood Power Station in March this year, 
I retired. Retirement is a serious business, as you 
need to consider not only your financial position 
but also your physical and emotional wellbeing. 
As such it is important to continue to be engaged 
in activities that provide you with social and in-
tellectual stimulus. I was fortunate that as I was 
nearing retirement I was offered the position of 
Director on the Mirboo North and District Com-
munity Bank. I have found the new role both in-
teresting and challenging. Without having any 
particular preconceptions, I must say the issues 
we face are different to what I anticipated.
There are currently ten directors on the Bank 

Board, with two vacancies.This year we have had 
a number of our founding directors move on, in-
cluding John Harris from Yinnar, Peter Gardiner 
from Mirboo North and of course our very own 
Rob Herni. It is a challenge for any organisation 
when they lose a vast amount of knowledge and 
experience in a short period, however we have an 
experienced EO in Anne Marie Dieperink, and 
the Manager Alan Bannister, and his team are ex-
tremely good, which makes the Board’s role a lot 
easier. 
The Bank covers the Mirboo North, Boolarra and 

Yinnar area, and this is reflected in the composi-
tion of the board, with two from Boolarra (Matt 

Gleeson and myself), two from Yinnar and six 
from Mirboo North. While several of them have 
a financial background, none of them have great 
experience in banking. In fact it is probably fair 
to say that our biggest qualification for the role of 
Director is a commitment to the wellbeing of our 
community.
The banking industry in Australia has a level of 

popularity slightly below rapists and mass-mur-
derers, and just ahead of lawyers and politicians. 
What is different about the Mirboo North and 
District Community Bank?
In essence, because we offer the same products, 

services and facilities as the big four banks, at 
competitive rates, and the profit we make goes 
back into our community, either as community 
grants, sponsorship of local organisations, or as 
dividends to our 300 local shareholders. The bank 
has been operating since 2010, and in seven years 
we have provided over $500,000 in community 
support and about $100,000 in dividends.
The other difference is the quality of service we 

provide. Through circumstance, I do a lot of my 
banking in Morwell, with a couple of different 
banks, and it is like chalk and cheese to compare 
the friendliness and customer focus in Mirboo 
North to the Morwell banks. Also, the Manager, 
Alan Bannister, is available in Yinnar on Wednes-
days.
A key role of the Board is to grow the business. 

In part this is to make the business more secure, 
but primarily it is to increase the profit so we can 
provide even more community support. We have 
established teams to look at various segments of 
the Bank’s business to see where we can improve 

our results, and I am on a team that is looking at 
Boolarra and Yinnar.
Given that there is a new estate being built in 

Yinnar it would seem logical that the easiest 
source of business growth would be tapping into 
this for new loans. However it is not quite that 
simple; most of these blocks are sold to people 
from outside the existing community. As such we 
don’t have any linkage to them, and they tend to 
make their lending arrangements with their pre-
existing financial institution.
It is only after people become part of our com-

munities that they begin to appreciate the ad-
vantages that being a Mirboo North & District 
Community Bank customer provides to their 
community. As such, Alan advises that he tends 
to pick up quite a bit of refinancing, or provision 
of loans for tradies or extensions.
This is what I’m asking you to consider:
If you are looking at any new financial services 

such as refinancing, personal loan, credit card, 
home or car insurance check out the Bendigo 
Bank product and speak to the team at Mirboo 
North or to Alan at Yinnar on a Wednesday. I’m 
not asking you to take a hair-cut; if our prices are 
not competitive go with the cheapest available. 
But if we are competitive, and I think we general-
ly are, then think about the down-stream benefit 
to the community that dealing with us provides. 
You scratch my back, and I’ll scratch yours.

Colin Brick,
Board Member,
Mirboo North & District Community Bank,
Strzelecki Ranges Community Enterprises Ltd.

Mirboo North & District 
Community Bank® 
Branch

Boolarra Trail Blazers
Boolarra Trail Blazers
Although it’s been a wet 

winter, we have still man-
aged to walk each Thurs-
day. On a cold day you are 
assured of a warm welcome 
(and a warm morning tea) 

at the footy oval at 9am each Thursday.
New that spring is here. We hope to get out 

once a month a do some shortish walks in 
the local national park as well. Why don’t you 
come and join in and enjoy getting fit?

Phone John on 5169 6494 or just turn up.
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Boolarra Store
9-11 Tarwin Street Boolarra

Eat in or take away Catering available
*Light meals *Coffee *Cakes *Fresh sandwiches & rolls 

*Fish & Chips *Burgers *Bakery pies, pasties, sausage rolls *Roast beef & gravy rolls
*Fresh bakery bread *Milk *Papers *Grocery items *Smokes *Gifts *Ice *Gas Bottles

Café open for breakfast, lunch, dinner
Roast lunch & dinner on Sunday’s eat in or take away

Hours: Mon-Fri open 6.00am. Weekends and holidays open 8.00am Phone 5169 6452 

What a big year it has been up at the Hall. At our 
AGM on Thursday 17 August, Jean Beamish our 
Committee President, outlined just some of the 
improvements we have made over the past year. 
These included a new firefighting water tank and 
pump, changeable sign, Hall electrically rewired 
and four LED lights installed, sand driveway and 
a new concrete all ability access path. We have 
had numerous private parties book the Hall, a 
wedding and several community events. Our Fa-
cebook page is increasing popular. For informa-
tion about the Hall and happenings in Budgeree 
go to www.facebook.com/budgereehall.
Upcoming events include a 60th wedding an-

niversary, an engagement party, a car club visit 
and cooking competition, and of course the now 
famous Budgeree Christmas Tree. Don’t forget 
to put that one in your diary, Friday 8 Decem-
ber. This year the Christmas Tree will start at 
6pm with a family picnic. Come along for a chat, 
fun and entertainment. Have a sausage, maybe 
two or bring your own picnic. Then at 8pm the 
traditional Christmas Tree will commence with 
games, prizes, dancing and of course Santa at 
9pm.

For enquires and bookings for the Budgeree Hall 
contact Leanne on 0429 111 192.

The Budgeree community continue with the 
Saving the School campaign. Leanne was inter-
viewed by Jonathon Kendell on ABC Gippsland 
in July which gained a lot of interest from the 
wider Gippsland community. So much interest 
was raised that Racheal Lucas from ABC Open 
came out on Friday 25 August to interview past 
students of the school for a feature segment. 
We were very appreciative of the Hall family, 
our four oldest past students, volunteering to 
come along to be interviewed. Gwenda trav-
elled down from Sale and together with Bruce, 
Ross and Alister they shared so many memo-
ries. We were so grateful to be able to capture 
their stories and experiences of the School, that 
would have otherwise been lost. The Hall family 
attended the School in the early 1930’s. Marga-
ret Beamish also spoke of her time there in the 
1960’s and Alan Hall of his experiences in the 
70’s. My favourite was Alister’s story of when the 
Education Department Inspector came out and 
found the school so badly resourced that he felt 
sorry for them and personally supplied the first 
wireless (radio) so the children could listen to 

educational programs and the news. And then 
there was Ross’ stories of how he got the strap 
for being cheeky and for climbing trees. Gwenda 
and Bruce said they couldn’t misbehave as the 
teacher, Mr Thompson, lived at their home and 
would have told their parents before they even 
got home. 
The future of the School building continues to 

remain unknown. We have not been able to en-
gage in further discussion with Latrobe City.

‘Friends of Budgeree School’ is now an incor-
porated Association. President- Leanne Pot-
ter, Secretary- Adria Turner, Treasurer –Jean 
Beamish, along with five general members. 

Leanne Potter,
President.

The new all-ability access, waiting for a safety rail.

The Hall and Beamish families outside the School.

Sharing memories of the good old school days.
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WHAT’s HAPPENING AT BCH
  New spring Menu

With Rob Sealy (original Head Chef) leaving the 
Hotel to be closer to family, and Chef Jamie Hans-
en also taking a role closer to home in Traralgon, 
we now can re-invigorate the menu with differ-
ent ideas from Chef Simon Blencowe. Simon has 
worked in numerous establishments and will 
bring his own flair and ideas to the menu. Takea-
way meals are available on Wednesday, Thursday 
and Sunday nights. We are also opening earlier at 
10am on both Saturdays and Sundays to accom-
modate the growing need for coffee, morning tea 
and a space for the community to meet, as well 
as offering the new brunch menu on both days. 
Make sure you visit the Hotel to try it out.

Live Entertainment
We are proud to present a regular live gig each 

month with local groups such as The Nigellas, Exit 
Strategy, Borderline and others performing on a 
Saturday night in the bar or bistro. Check out our 
Facebook page to keep up to date with what’s hap-
pening each month.

Monthly ‘What’s On’ Flyers
To keep everyone informed of up and coming ac-

tivities at the hotel, we have decided to produce 
a small flyer that will be distributed via post to 
all households in the area. Keep your eye out for 
these as they will let you know ‘What’s on’ at the 
BCH each month! We sincerely appreciate the 

generous offer by the Post Office management to 
deliver our flyers free of charge.

Friday night Raffles and Happy Hour
Happy Hour in the bar runs every Friday night 

from 5pm to 7pm. Certain drinks are discount-
ed during this time and free finger food is also 
provided. Happy hour is when our Friday night 
Community Raffles are held. Each participat-
ing group is allocated four consecutive Fridays 
in which to sell raffle tickets with 100 per cent of 
money raised going to the organisation. So far, we 
have had the Cricket Club, Primary School, Play 
Group, CFA, Football Club, Pre School and Men’s 
Shed sell raffle tickets to the patrons of the Ho-
tel. Participating groups and clubs stand to reap 
anywhere between $120 to $270 profit per week 
for their organisation.The Hotel will continue to 
support these groups and others to allow the op-
portunity for them to raise much needed funds.

sunday Golf
Sunday Golf is making a comeback soon with the 

warmer weather. For just a $5 entry fee per player, 
you will receive 10 balls. Of the players on the day, 
the closest to the pin wins the prize pool. Second 
and third prizes are also on offer. A jackpot for a 
hole in one starting at $100 is sure to bring out the 
crowd! Our extended ‘Red Line’ now allows for 
our patrons to have a social drink on the course 
every Sunday afternoon. 

special Occasions
Do you have a special occasion coming up and 

would like to book the Hotel? We can cater for 
birthdays, engagements, anniversaries and even 
weddings. Get in early if you would like to book 
for Christmas parties or meals, we can cater for 
100 guests in the bistro at any one time and can 
now seat an additional 100+ in our Outdoor Din-
ing area. Speak to Rob at the Hotel for more in-
formation about what we can do for you.

Free Camping
The Hotel offers acres of space and 360-degree 

stunning views for free camping and is featured 
on www.youcamp.com for bookings. BYO or pur-
chase firewood bundles from the hotel and bring 
your caravan/tent/camp trailer to experience the 
beauty that Boolarra can offer. A new Information 
board is now featured in the foyer of the bottle 
shop for visitors to find their way. The board also 
features our fantastic local bed and breakfast stays 
around the area to enjoy the scenery in comfort if 
you are not inclined to camping. 

Facebook
Have you liked our Facebook page yet? Search 

for “Boolarra Community Hotel” and click on 
the like button to keep up to date with everything 
that is happening at the Hotel!

Dave O’Brien.

Proud BCH Manager Rob Franssen with bartender Aaron 
Scarth displaying our

WINNER'S CERTIFICATE and TROPHY in the Bar.
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Boolarra Link Early Editions to Present Format 
- A Quick Review

The ‘Boolarra Link’ was started in 1982 by the 
Boolarra Citizens and Ratepayers’ Association, 
forerunner of Boolarra Community Develop-
ment Group (BCDG). From the front page of 
first Link:
“Why ‘Link’? What better name to symbolise 

one of our aims: to bring the community closer 
together through being better informed and 
thus more appreciative of what each of us is do-
ing for our community”.
Early advertisements in the Link for many years 

were basic - just text with a rough box around it. 
More graphic style advertising started to appear 
from 1998.
‘Boolarra Directory’ - like our current back 

page listings – first appeared 1989. Full back 
page ‘The Boolarra Link Community Directory’ 
started during 2000.
A big year of change for Boolarra was 1989: 

We saw a new Kindergarten, Bowling Club, 
relaunched Boolarra Club Hotel, Railway Park 
(reported on often in the Link as ‘like a jungle’), 
and a Regional Tidy Town Award. 
The first obituary appeared in 1990, being for 

the late Edward Cartwright.
Some perennial issues (some with significant 

chapters recently) include TV reception, bus 
timetables, Police Station, and the varied for-
tunes of the ‘Old Pub’ and ‘New Pub’.
Boolarra Apex Club: an interesting forgotten 

chapter of history; 60 people attended the Bool-
arra Apex Club dinner in July 1990. This was a 
very active group during the late 1980’s, doing 
hundreds of hours of work around town includ-
ing renovation of the old RSL, but then folded 

1992 due to steep drop off in membership. 
Also in 1990, standard reports from Wool 

Group appear, Bowling Club, Boolarra Chris-
tian Fellowship, and Angling Club (which used 
to meet in the old RSL).
The Old Pub: Sandra and Bob Kelly took on 

Club Hotel from the very early 1980’s to around 
1987, did major renovation, then Bob Kelly de-
cided to build completely new hotel, so left and 
sold the ‘Boolarra Club Hotel’.
Next, Peter Townsend took over the Hotel: 

more renovation; was going to become ‘arty’ 
venue like ARC in Yinnar, with very regular 
music and gallery/exhibitions - launched 1991. 
After some time, the Hotel was then taken 

over in 1997 by Jeanne Heynatz and Warwick 
‘Smokey’ Dawson. They planned to ‘refurbish 
the building progressively…’.
In 2006, Geoff and Chris Dunkley purchased 

the Hotel, then in 2014 Carolyn and Luke 
Dunkley took over with the major relaunch as 
‘The Old Pub Coffee House and Eatery’. This 
unfortunately wound up in late 2016.
Longest direct contributor to the Link: Roz 

Carstairs 1982-2000 (and again recently) also 
Di Billingsly principal typist for roughly the 
same era and Peter Scott - maybe the second 
longest overall personal contributor as photog-
rapher for the Link, 1982-1996.
Longest overall contribution from community 

group: clearly Boolarra Historical Society …
has been in almost every single Link since 1982. 
BCDG has also been in almost every edition, 
since that group formed in 2001.
Our favourite picture: panorama ‘early history 

shot’ of railway crossing looking towards town-
ship in black and white has now appeared seven 
times!

Boolarra South Landcare first appeared 1998. 
Items that were included for many years, but 

gone now are Girl Guides, Tennis Club (does 
it still exist?) and the various Churches (two or 
three full pages, sometimes).
By 1998, after many years of evolution, a very 

neat, refined format of paper was achieved.
First colour in the paper was front cover 2009, 

being the bushfires edition.
Also, 2009 Vol.28 No.2 was the first Roger Rab-

bit item, then disappeared until late the follow-
ing year. Began as the familiar ‘in rabbit-charac-
ter’ style articles from 2010.

New wide style and full color format started 
December 2010 (Vol.29 Ed.4). 
Five out of six previous Committee had re-

signed 2009 – BCDG took on printing of pa-
per temporarily until new Committee with Jan 
Thomson editor, Mark Cooke president. Sylvia 
Sauppe and Luke Potter join paper, now called 
‘The Boolarra Link’ - new masthead, changed 
graphics: first new edition featured very large 
Boolarra history piece, four pages plus. Vol.31 
Ed.4, 2012, Alan Hall starts with Link, soon be-
comes subeditor.

Now, in 2017, The Boolarra Link proudly con-
tinues to ‘bring the community together through 
being better informed’ with four editons a year, 
many valued advertisers and great contributors 
from the public and the Committee.

By Alan Hall, subeditor.

 A History of the Boolarra Newspaper

Our ‘favourite picture’ the panoramic railway shot 
sourced with thanks Boolarra Historical Society.



Page:  13   The Boolarra Link - September 2017

We lost a wonderful member in June, and Bool-
arra lost a generous benefactor. Michael Alphon-
sus Schiller (1939-2017) was a keen historian 
with the gift of ‘the gab’. His topics ranged from 
the Outback to salon paintings of the Lindsay 
family to cricket (he collected Wisden almanacs) 
and the Wonnangatta murders. He was intellectu-
ally curious and he was a ‘handyman’ who shared 
his talents with many groups and societies in our 
district. We will miss his wisdom and enthusiasm. 
Our thoughts are with his wife, Denise.
Although the winter has seen members heading 

up north and overseas, the search for historical 
knowledge goes on. Just over 17 years ago our 
society commemorated the journey of the Polish 
explorer Count Paul Strzelecki through this dis-
trict in 1840. 1990 was the 150th anniversary of 
his dangerous trek through the ranges of South 
Gippsland where he and his party almost perished 
of hunger on route to Westernport. The bushcraft 
of their aboriginal companion saved them. These 
ranges were named after Strzelecki. So our Society 
placed a memorial rock to celebrate his achieve-
ments just outside the town on the Morwell River 
Road. To our surprise a historical research site in 
Poland has recently asked for details of this event 
which included a re-enactment of Strzelecki’s ar-
rival with his support group of Riley, McArthur 
and Charlie Tarra his guide. Derek James took the 
role of Strzelecki, with Alistair Hall as McArthur, 
Roz Carstairs as Riley and young Paul Robinson 
as Charlie. The late Tom Lawless unveiled the 
plaque and Derek (alias Strzelecki) gave a stirring 
account of his journey through Gippsland which 
he also named. So we have sent an account of this 
day and photos of the event to our Polish enquir-
ers. It may appear in the Polish press.
There have been several family history enquiries. 

These are a great way to fill in missing holes in our 
historical records as well as satisfying the thirst 

of generations for their heritage. The descendents 
of Ann Marie Smith whose name appears in the 
original land owners’ map of Boolarra came to 
seek out any information we could provide. One 
of Ann Marie’s children, Philip Smith, enlisted 
from here in the Boer War as well as WW1. Dur-
ing this family visit, through photographs, we 
worked out that the derelict old house towards 
the end of Church Street was the original Smith 
home. Coincidentally, there was an enquiry for 
information about the Kemp family, early settlers 
in Boolarra. The Kemps lived a few doors from 
the Smiths. As often happens in small towns, one 
of the Kemp daughters married Philip Smith. A 
whole new picture emerges.
Family from Perth asked about Mrs Christina 

Tucker Greenwood of Budgeree, 
whether there was any monuments 
or recognition of her in our town. 
The answer was sadly, no, although 
she is written up in an early ‘Link’ 
and the book of Ann Dettrich and 
Elsie McMaster called Women of the 
Valley. She was an assistant nurse to 
Dr Mitchell who practised in Mor-
well and held regular clinics in Bool-
arra. Mrs Greenwood or Granny 
Greenwood, as she was affectionately 
known in town, was the local mid-
wife and often accompanied the doc-
tor or went alone on long journeys to 
treat the sick and help babies into the 
world. It has been recorded that she 

travelled as far as Walhalla. She was the grand-
mother of Dot Rogers who often went with her 
on her nursing rounds. During the Depression 
she and her husband, who had a property near 
the Budgeree State School, worked there to mine 
bauxite which was used in aluminium produc-
tion. It was bagged, driven by horse and dray to 
Boolarra Station and railed to Melbourne and be-
yond. She was a great pioneer in this area.
Another well-known personality from Budgeree, 

Judy Roy (or Natalie, as she is often called) has 
retired to Leongatha. Judy came here as a Land 
Army girl to help out on farms while men were 
away at the Second World War. As things happen, 
she met Charlie Roy and never left. She has been 
a stalwart of many clubs and societies around 
Boolarra and Budgeree. We wish her a happy and 
healthy retirement.
The Boolarra Historical Museum opens on the 

first Sunday of each month, or by appointment 
with the secretary Robyn Thompson (0458 977 
008). We invite new members to join our society. 
For information please ring Robyn Thompson 
(0458977008), Judy Webster (5169 6351) or Beth 
Price (5169 6241).

Edwin and Ann Marie Smith in their 
Boolarra home,

Early photo of Christina Tucker Greenwood.

CHURCHILL HOT BREAD
For ALL your

BREAD & PASTRY
requirements

HOT PIEs
Take-away Cappucino

& Lattes
Now available

CATERING AVAILABLE
Monday to Friday - 7am - 5.30pm
saturday & sunday - 7am - 2pm

5122 3255

Derek James as Strzelecki, and 
party.
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Fabulous Community support for our 
school!
We are very grateful to the many community 
members who supported our Pie Drive earlier this 
year. As a result, we raised $726.90 from this ven-
ture. We are also grateful to the Boolarra Football 
Netball Club for allowing us to stage a Bake Sale at 
one of their home games, which raised $413. This 
money will be used to improve our pool area. We 
are also appreciative of the Woolworth’s stickers 
that folk collected on our behalf. This will allow is 
to get some new resources for our students at no 
cost to our budget. 
Please continue to keep an eye on our school and 
contact the police if you see any inappropriate use 
of our facilities. 
A story written by one of our Writers of the 
Term, Alira Fox of Grade 5. 
stuck in the Attic
I was stuck in a room with my little brother, Jack 
who had mucus all over him. Mum and Dad left 
me with him for ten minutes. I had to get out 

of this awful place. It was as if the 
walls were pushing me in, as if they 
were trying to trap me. I ran up the 
wooden stairs, pulled down the 
metal handle to go up to the attic. 
When I got to the attic, it was dark 
and dusty. I could only see light fad-

ing through the window, the curtains 
were waving and then I heard a big 
crash! It felt like a ghost was stand-
ing behind me, giving me a warning 
to stay back. I froze and stood as if 
someone had stuck glue on my feet. I 
heard a big bang again but this time it 
was two big knocks right behind me. I 
wanted to move but my body did not 
move. I tried to run but my legs did 
not move. I was frozen, frozen still. I 
seemed like I was trapped in a big cage 
and that no one could get me out. 
school Facilities Improvements
The work that is to be undertaken 
by the Education Department of im-

proving the safety and appearance of our entrance 
area is taking much longer than we hoped. Once it 
is finalised we plan to beautify the area by restor-
ing our large murals and updating the 
family murals that focus on what we 
like about living in Boolarra!
Grade 3/4 Forest Lodge Camp 
This year our Grade 3/4s went to a 
‘farm’ camp near Yarram with students 
from Yallourn North, Narracan and 
Thorpdale Primary Schools. Unfortu-
nately, the weather was poor during 
their stay. However, as you will deduce 
from the report below, our students 
did not let this diminish their enjoy-
ment too much!
Tom’s Report
On the first day: We first went to our 
room and made our bed. I was in group 
four. The first activity that we did was archery. I 
think I was not very good, but I was happy. Next, 
we were meant to do the flying fox but did not as it 
was too windy. I was disappointed. Next, we went 
into the recreation room and played poison ball. I 
was one of the last people in the second round and 
I got Mrs Estcourt out. I felt happy because it was 
a big ball and it was hard to throw. Second day: We 

had breakfast and I was on duty group. Then, we 
did the flying fox. It was fun and I was glad I did 
it. Then we did bush cooking. We made damper 
and toffee apples. Then I ate them, they were good 
and I was happy. Following on, I did Frisbee golf. 
I finished the whole course. Again, I felt happy. 
Next, we did the giant swing. I went to the top, I 
felt glad. On the third day, we did canoes. I was 
in a canoe with Charlie. We went through all of 
the poles. We nearly were tipped out of the canoe. 
Overall, I liked the camp and I think it was good. 
P/1/2s Zoo Trip
Unlike the Grade 3/4’s Camp, the weather was 
fabulous for our younger students’ trip to the 
Melbourne Zoo. Our parents all did a wonderful 
job getting them to school for the 7.30 a m 
departure time. 
Breakfast at school
Our students continue to enjoy the porridge and 
toast local community member, Ms Liz Black 
and our Junior School Council provide every 
second Wednesday morning. Thanks to Liz and 
her church group, the only charge for this is good 
manners which our students have no trouble 
meeting!

Principal, 
Leanne Emond.
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We help people across Gippsland design 
and build their own websites. We can 
help you build, or we can build a website 
completely for you. 

Global experience, local people. 
Reasonable rates.

Web Design

Contact Luke now

0418 530 682

luke@charlie-mac.com
web.charlie-mac.com

Yinnar Fuel
 & Farm supplies

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RANGE – GREAT sERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

+

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240
52 Main street, Yinnar Vic 3869

Baby Wombat 
Byron

A couple of weeks ago, a staff member and their 
partner hit a wombat on their way home late 
one night. They then got out of the car to check 
if the wombat was still alive, but unfortunately it 
was found to be dead. However, when checking 
on the wombat they found a baby which was 
crawling on his mother’s head. 
Having no idea what to do, they looked up a 
wildlife centre near Mirboo North. Mind you, 
it was 11pm. They found the number of Jean-
E-Us in Boolarra, run by a lady by the name 
of Jean. She happily invited the couple and 
the baby wombat to her house. They arrived 
at Jeans around 11.30pm that night. They also 
decided to call the baby wombat Byron.
The staff member visited Byron and Jean the 
next day and he was doing well. Jean had been 
feeding him every 4 hours. While talking to 
Jean, the staff member asked how much it costs 
to raise the several babies she had in her house 
and if she had any funding. 
Jean explained that she doesn’t receive any 
funding and pays for the care of the animals out 

of her own pocket. She also explained to feed 
six baby wombats, who she takes in after a road 
accident or farming incidents, is about $400 per 
month for the special formula they need. 
Jean currently has two young koalas, one 
feather tail glider and six baby wombats, and 
she does a lot of the work herself with help from 
volunteers, pays all the costs herself and will 
take in any animal needing help. 
The staff member bought this story of Jean and 
her dedication and extremely generous work to 
the Mirboo North & District Community Bank® 
Board’s attention. The Board has decided to 
offer Jean a donation of $400 to assist her with 
some running costs for the shelter. What a great 
job Jean does for the local community.

If you are a resident of our district, which 
encompasses the townships of Boolarra, 
Darlimurla, Mirboo North, Mirboo, Hallston, 

Allambee, Thorpdale, Dumbalk and Yinnar and 
would like to contribute to the future of our 
community by becoming a Director on our 

Board, please contact: 
Ruth Rogan at 0418 301 092 or email 

ruth.rogan@mirboodistrictfoundation.org.au 
 for more information or a role description.  

Boolarra Book Club
We enjoy meeting on the first 

Monday of each month to dis-
cuss a chosen book and exchange ideas – ac-
tually we meet at 6pm for a light tea first and 
often discuss books, gardens and the world. We 
have enjoyed films together and lunch at the 
lovely Lavender Farm (artefacts, soups and deli-
cious food). This is a great group to meet with 
to broaden your ideas and share thoughts with 
others. We have a couple of vacant places.
Please ring Robern 5169 6494 for extra 
information.

  Robern Lubawski.

CARDs 500 
and 

CHEss CLUB
On every Monday night (including 
Public Holidays) at the Boolarra 
Multi Purpose Building from 7pm 
till 9pm. 

Come join a delightful friendly group of 
players ranging from beginners to the seri-
ous competitive players.
Please bring a small plate. Tea and coffee will 

be provided.
Charge of $3 per person to cover cost of hall 

hire.
We do, however, need more chess players as 

there are only a few at present.

So if you like a casual game of chess or cards, 
please do join us. No obligation to attend 
every week. Just come when you can. 

Enquiries: 
0434 916 063, 
0408 177 406, 
0429 923 791.

Wattle at Fox's Bridge, Budgeree.
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A hearty welcome to Spring 2017...well almost!
I am excited about this update on the progress of 

U3A Mirboo North & District because our very 
first Enrolment Day (for Term 4 – Oct-Dec 2017) 
is fast approaching and that means our first set of 
courses and activities are just around the corner. 
What’s an Enrolment Day?
Most U3A groups have enrolment days before 

the start of each term. They are a chance to learn 
about the courses and activities on offer, hear 
about what’s happening with the group, and chat 
with other members.
Please note that the date of our first Enrolment 

Day has been changed to Friday 22 September, 
kicking off at 10am, and finishing around 2pm. 
(Venue to be confirmed.)
We have assembled a rich set of courses and ac-

tivities. Come along and talk with the tutors and 
facilitators about cinema, lunch group, ukulele, 
energy efficiency, creative writing, games, gar-
dens, crafts…and more.
What’s it cost?
We are pleased to announce that we have been 

able to set the membership fee at $45 per per-
son, covering the remainder of 2017 and up to 
the end of 2018. That’s five terms for the price of 
four!
Payment can be made in cash at the Enrolment 

Day or by online bank transfer from home. Upon 

7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra Vic 3870 
Ph: 03 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523 

 BOOLARRA POST OFFICE

Open: Monday to Friday, 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturdays, 9.00am to 11.00am except long weekends we will be closed.

supplying all Australia Post Products - including Express, International
and Registered mail, stamps, Packaging etc. Photocopying & Fax service. 

Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals 
are also available. We also have some Gift Cards. 

Banking services are available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can 
help you do a Western Union Money Transfer. Travel Money/Travel Insurance can also be 
purchased here. Load & Go Visa Cards available here as well as the Travel Visa cards. Elec-
toral Roll Application forms are available here. senior Card applications are also available.

We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.
We stock a limited range of stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, 

and the 5 cent box to raise money for the stompers.
 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you 

are entitled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery. 
You may set up an email notification with us when mail is awaiting collection (Mail2Day).

Mary & Shannon & Team

payment of your fee, you will receive a name card 
and lanyard, which is worn at all U3A activities. 
Members can then enrol for as many courses and 

activities as they wish, either at the Enrolment 
Day, or online from home. Please note that cours-
es and activities that require consumables (e.g. 
cooking classes, jewellery making) or purchases 
(e.g. lunch, movie tickets) have extra costs. Also, 
depending on the venue there may be a modest 
$2 fee per session, or contribution to car-pooling 
in some cases.
Online membership and enrolment applications
If you can’t make the enrolment day, you can 

still fill in a membership form online, and pay by 
bank transfer. Once you are a financial member, 
you will be able to enrol through the U3A online 
system for our courses and activities. 
It is gratifying to see how many of you have fol-

lowed us on Facebook. Please be sure to invite 
your friends to like and follow the page too!
Thank you for your ongoing support and your 

patience while we put the finishing touches on 
our humble beginnings. I look forward to seeing 
you all at enrolment where we can share a cuppa 
and the anticipation of our first sessions, com-
mencing 9 October 2017.

Cheryl Miscamble,
President, U3A Mirboo North & District.

BOOLARRA FRIENDS OF THE

Every year we participate in The Big Cake 
Bake which this year will be held on Monday 
2 October from 9.30 to 11.30am in the Multi 
Purpose Building. Admission is $7 and will 
get you a delicious morning tea - bottomless 
cups of tea or coffee and as much as you can 
eat home baked treats. The admission also en-
ters you for one of the ‘Lucky Door’ prizes. Of 
course, there will also be a raffle and plenty of 
food for you to purchase for a treat or supper!
We hope to see you, come rain or sunshine!
Our group of Red Cross ladies will be taking 

out there knitting needles and yarn to produce 
‘Trauma Teddies’ for children involved in acci-
dents, domestic violence or ill in hospital. Red 
Cross started this ongoing project in 1992 and 
all over the world children receive a teddy to 
comfort them and ring a smile to their face. If 
you would like to help in this project, contact 
Glenys for a copy of the pattern – we will be 
knitting through spring and summer and hope 
to have huge number of bears by next autumn, 
when we will have ‘A Beary Special Morning 
Tea’!

Glenys Morgan,
Treasurer 5169 6721.

Wattle at the Morwell River.
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The sock knitters are all still busy, so 
at least their families and friends have 
had warm feet, and scarves have also 
been a popular knitting trend over 
winter. While Ros was on her journey 

north she managed to complete a beautiful blanket: a 
photo is included. The warm tabard I knitted turned 
out quite a bit longer than I intended so it’s turned into 
a tunic, and a photo is included. I’ve also included a 
photo of Sue who is always busy at her spinning wheel 
each week. We look forward to welcoming back our 
travellers in the near future. Thank you also to the vari-
ous ladies who volunteer to be the ‘keeper of the keys’ 

each week.
We meet each 

Thursday at 
11.30am till about 
3pm in the Multi 
Purpose Build-
ing. We pay $3 per 
week to cover cost 
of rent, tea and 
coffee etc. You can 
phone me on 
0400 722 716 if you would like more information.

Vale Judith Nolan
The Boolarra Wool Group were saddened to hear of the passing 

of our long-time member, Judith Nolan, on 26 August Judith was 
an active member of our group for many years, until she and John 
moved to Morwell after losing their home in the 2009 Boolarra 
bushfire.
We fondly remember her wicked sense of humour, her excellent 

skills as a craftswoman and her stylish dress sense. We will miss 
her very much.
Lois Thornton, (Member).

WOOL GROUP YARNING

We are so lucky to have ladies in our group who 
continue to bring along good food for us to enjoy 
at lunch time. It’s been part of the tradition of Wool 
Group over the 35 plus years since inception to con-
tribute in this delicious manner. It’s all part of the 
sharing experience. Some of us are great cooks, but 
there others like me who aren’t particularly keen on 
cooking but make the effort each week to prepare 
something delicious to eat so we can all sit down 
together and share our fare and of course enjoy a 
chat as well. Sometimes we sit around the table for 
so long chatting that there’s not much time left for 
our various creations to be completed.
Our numbers have been a little down recently due to the 

fact that quite a few of us leave town for warmer climates, 
who can blame them for wanting to escape the extremely 
cold weather we’ve experienced this past winter; here’s 
hoping that Spring brings us some warm sunny days 
ahead?

SEATING FOR 24 PASSENGERS PLUS YOUR DRIVER TO GET YOU 
TO YOUR FUNCTIONS.

FOR ALL YOUR GROUP TRAVEL NEEDS INCLUDING BOOKING 
FORMS, POLICY AND PRICING INFORMATION 

EMAIL
busbookings@yinnar.vic.au

 

 

Phone: 5169 6754 Mobile: 0409 356 480

J.H. Fox
Licensed R.E.C 3822

Electrical Contractor

Stove &Hot Water 
Repairs & Service

Rural & Domestic
Property Maintenance

Lois wearing a stripey top.
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FIRE AND INCIDENT REPORT
During the past three months we have been called 
out to six incidents including grass fires and house/
chimney fires in our immediate and surrounding 
area, topping last year’s number once again. A few 
of our turn-outs could have been avoided if burn-
offs were registered and the proper precautionary 
measures were in place. Remember; always regis-
ter your burn-off regardless of size, time of year 
and your safety measures that have been adopted. 
Don’t forget, it is illegal to burn-off in the township 
boundary, please contact the Latrobe City Coun-
cil office to check whether you are in the bound-
ary or not. Registering your burn-off is simple and 
only takes a couple of minutes. Please remember 
the number or save it in your phone for future use: 
1800 668 511. Any other queries on the subject 
please feel free to contact a local Brigade member 
or drop into the Station on training nights or Sun-
day morning radio schedules (training is held on 
every second Monday at 7pm with the following 
training night to be commenced on the 04/09/17). 
Some of the other incidents we have attended in 
the past three months have been kitchen and 
chimney fires. Please ensure you turn off all cook-
ing utensils after use and be conscious of what 
can happen and what to do if something does go 
wrong. For example, knowing the proper way to 
extinguish a kitchen fat fire; the wrong procedure 
here can turn a relatively minor fire into a fully 
engulfed house fire. There is an abundance of edu-
cational videos on the internet which are highly 
recommended for viewing. Double checking that 
appliances are switched off after use or before bed 
never hurts. It’s better to be safe than sorry.
OPEN DAY, 22/10/17
We are fast approaching that time of the year 
again where you can come down to the Fire Sta-

tion, grab a bite to eat and a drink 
and familiarise yourself with our local emergency 
service people, equipment, skills and station. The 
Boolarra CFA Open Day will be held on 22 Octo-
ber from 10am till 2pm. We encourage everyone 
and anyone to come along as we have plenty of in-
formation to give out regarding the upcoming fire 
season and can assist you with any other queries 

you have. Kids are very welcome as we have plenty 
of activities in store for them. 
THE UPCOMING FIRE sEAsON
All indicators for the upcoming fire danger period 
are pointing towards an early start to a hot and 
dry season. It is always better to be over prepared 
than under prepared. Make sure your property 
and structures are the safest they can possibly be. 
Please keep in mind when reviewing your situa-

tion before the fire season commences to make 
sure gutters are maintained, all debris is removed 
or at least moved out of the way to a safe place 
and your evacuation plan is up to date and still 
applicable to your current situation. A few things 
you might have not thought to take into account 
is if your road side property number is clear and 
visible, making your neighbours and family mem-
bers aware of your plan and clear access into your 
property. Some of our fire trucks can span seven 
meters long, three meters wide and three meters 
tall. Will we fit through your gates and under any 

overhanging trees? Is there enough room for us 
to turn around? It is vital that you have an action 
plan in place. No plan is a bad plan.
FIND Us ON FACEBOOK
Have you joined the Boolarra Fire Brigade Face-
book page? We provide regular updates and safety 
updates on our page: search for “Boolarra CFA” 

James Orr,
Community Safety and Education.

BOOLARRA’s BURNING IssUEs
BOOLARRA CFA NEWs

Open Day aerial picture - 
Peter Richardson
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One of our longest serving members, Mick 
schiller, passed away on 21 June 2017. 
Mick was one of six founding members of 
the Shed and was our Secretary at the time 
of his death.
Mick was a keen supporter of the Hawthorn 
Football Club so, with Denise’s approval, 
we made him a coffin painted in the Haw-
thorn colours which Denise then adorned 
with photos and other pictorial informa-
tion about Mick’s activities and achieve-
ments over his life time. Denise also lined 
the coffin in royal blue satin. When he was 
in hospital Mick realised that his time was 
near an end and when Denise told him of 
our intentions a little smile came to his face 
and you could tell that he was enthusiastic 
and touched by our proposal. Many thanks 
to Doug Black and Joseph Schutte for their 
work of completing Mick’s last resting 
place, job well done. R.I.P. Mick. 
There is currently a proposal to build a 
BMX track in Centenary Park. Unfortu-
nately, members of the Shed have been vili-
fied on Facebook and elsewhere as a bunch 
of grumpy old men who oppose the BMX 
Track and are, therefore, anti-children. At 
the risk of perpetuating an already divisive 
and unpleasant situation we feel compelled 
to say that this is simply NOT true. In fact, 
the overwhelming number of members 

of the Shed are in favour of such a facility 
for the kids of the community. We simply 
questioned whether the proposed loca-
tion is the most suitable site taking all of 
the variables and necessary considerations 
into account particularly, the further loss 
of part of our beautiful, unspoilt park lands 
that are the stated envy of many visitors to 
our lovely rural township. And by the way, 
on a lighter note, we are not all grumpy old 
men.
We are currently restoring an old captain’s 
chair for Natalie Roy as well as a wooden 
high chair that was used by Charlie Roy 
when he was of that young age.
Our timber slatted park benches with cast 
iron ends are continuing to sell like hot 
cakes so if you are in the market get in 
quick before you miss out. Also available 
are custom made coffins, large wooden 
garden stakes (10 for $5.00) and kindling 
(a 10 kilo bag for $5.00) while we still need 
our warm winter fires.
Monthly BBQs at the Shed are continuing 
to be very well attended, so if you would 
like to come along and meet us, they are on 
the last Monday each month at around 12 
noon.
To the males in the Boolarra and district 
community who have not experienced the 
camaraderie of the Boolarra Men’s Shed, 

why don’t you come along on any Mon-
day or Wednesday from 10am to 4pm and 
have a chat and a cuppa or a soft drink. You 
might be surprised what the Shed and its 
members hold in store for you.

Caring Family Medicine

New Patients Welcome
You can now book your appointment online 

or via our very own “MAACG” app 
www.hazelwoodhealth.com.au 

or call 

5122 2555
Open Monday to Saturday
Evening Clinic Wednesday

Bulk Billing
To all Medicare Card Holders

9a Georgina Place, Churchill

BOOLARRA MEN’s sHED 

Active In Our Community

H A Z E LW O O D
P R O P E R T Y

M A I N T E N A N C E
 • Small or Large Lawns
 • Gutters/Window Cleaning
 • Pruning/Weed Eradication

Mark & sandra Maynard

MOBILE: 0412 549 376
PH/FAX: 03 5163 1782

pmhazel@bigpond.com 

Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
 

Rob Franssen & Dale stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

If No Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal

Boolarra Exercise Group
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Craig Young Butchery
Gourmet Meats

Specialising in bulk meats
Fresh Fish Friday

Have your stock slaughtered, cut-up, 
packed & frozen to your requirements

Phone Orders Taken
90 Ridgway, Mirboo North

Ph: 5668 1632
Superb Spit Roasts 

& Catering Available
Proprietors: Fiona & Craig Young

Grand Ridge
Computer Services
* New & Custom Built systems

* Malware & Virus Removal
* software sales & Installation

* Advice & Assistance
* Upgrades & Configuration

* System Maintenance
* Notebooks & Netbooks

* Parts & Peripherals
* Printer Consumables

Ph: 5169 6473
Mob: 0429 696 473
grcs@internode.on.net

P O Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

 On Sunday 30 July, 
the Run Melbourne 
event was held. My 
day started with get-
ting up at 5am to 
catch the 6am train 
to Melbourne which 
arrived about 8am in 
time for me to have 

breakfast at Federation Square with the thousands of 
other Run Melbourne participants. For me it was the 
biggest event I’d been to outside the Boolarra Folk Fes-
tival. There were thousands and thousands of people 
of all ages getting ready to participate in their nomi-
nated event. The 6km walk I was in, had approx. 5000 
entrants. There was all manner of music, noise, ban-
ners, encouragement, sponsors all around the course.

After watching the 
early sections run or walk (21.5km/10km) it was time for 
my group to head off. Accompanied by lots of cheering 
and music we set off at quite a clip. Along the way another 
participant caught up with me and introduced herself be-
cause she was walking by herself like me and also for the 
Peter Mac Team. The 6km seemed to finish quickly when 
you had a companion. It took me 1hr and 15mins to com-
plete. Although perhaps I should say plus two huge blisters 
on my left foot!
It was with a great sense of achievement I completed the 
course and could contribute some much-needed funds 
to cancer research. Something worthwhile had come out 
of Dave’s death from cancer. It was an exhilarating expe-
rience. I encourage anyone to participate. My warmest 
thanks go to my sponsors who helped me raise approx. 
$1000 for cancer research.

Roz Carstairs.

Roz raises $1000 for cancer research.

An early start for the Run Melbourne event.

Glenda's hand made concrete seat 
with mosaic.

Some well-mulched plants.

BOOLARRA GARDEN CLUB

KEN GRAEME MOTORs
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo North 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester 
& service Centre
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The 2017-18 West Gippsland 
Bowls Association begin their Sat-
urday Pennant season on Satur-
day 14 October. Boolarra Bowls 
Club will be fielding a team in 
Division 4 and Division 6 in this 
association. We look forward to a 
successful season with experienced and improving players. Mean-
while our green is receiving the final touches before official opening 
approx. mid-September.
Boolarra Bowls Club welcomes new members at any time. If you 

have been thinking about having a go at bowls please feel welcome to 
come down to our practice sessions on Tuesday and Thursday about 
4pm (when the green is open in mid-September) and make yourself 
known to the club. For first time members, there is a membership 
special of $70 (normally $120). The Club can organise purchase of 
uniforms etc. The bar is now open for business so come down for an 
enjoyable ale or wine on Tuesday and Thursday at approx. 4.30pm.
Members need to remember that to be a financial member of the 

Club which enables you to bowl in pennant on a Saturday, fees are 
due NOW and at the very latest by 30 September. See Abbas or Roz.
The Club is presently designing a website page. The Club can be fol-

lowed on Facebook. Just go to Boolarra Bowls Club.
Another important date on the bowls calendar is our Invitation 

Day on Sunday 12 November when we will celebrate the Club’s 60th 
birthday. All past and present players are cordially invited to this In-
vitation Day which begins at 10am and includes morning/afternoon 
tea and lunch. Make up a team of four or come as a guest for the 
afternoon. Please direct any enquiries to Secretary Roz Carstairs 

0429 383 686 or rdcarstairs@bigpond.com. Roz is on the lookout for 
any Boolarra Bowls Club memorabilia to put on display on this day. 
Just contact her and let her know if you have something of interest.
On Thursday 28 September Travelling Jack will be at the clubrooms 

at 4pm with all your bowling needs. So, if there is anything you re-
quire, just pop down to the clubrooms at that time and speak to Josie.

Roz Carstairs,
Secretary.

 Boolarra Bowls and Recreation Club

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

MAYOR’S AWARD (BEST OVERALL GARDEN)   /  MAYOR’S ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD

SUSTAINABILITY AWARD   /  BEST SMALL GARDEN   /  BEST LARGE GARDEN

BEST EDIBLE GARDEN (HOUSEHOLD ENTRIES ONLY)   /  BEST SCHOOL GARDEN   

BEST RENTAL PROPERTY GARDEN   /  BEST SENIOR’S GARDEN (OVER 65 YEARS)

BEST NATIVE/HABITAT GARDEN   /   BEST COMMUNITY GARDEN/RESERVE

LatrobeCity

Entry forms are available from all Latrobe City Council Service Centres:

Churchill:  9-11 Philip Parade
Moe:  1-29 George Street

Morwell:  141 Commercial Road
Morwell Library:  63-65 Elgin Street

Traralgon:  34-38 Kay Street

or can be downloaded at www.latrobe.vic.gov.au/gardencomp

GREAT 

PRIZES TO 

BE WON!

Competition runs from 

14 August to 

15 October 2017

For further information please email 
gardencomp@latrobe.vic.gov.au

or call 1300 367 700.

C O M P E T I T I O N  2 0 1 7

Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, 
Domestic Water 

Contact Dave for Free Quotes
Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au

Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley gravel
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Churchill Indoor Netball Association - 
Juniors 
NET sET GO - Churchill
Thank you so much to Eloise O’Brien who again took 
on the huge responsibility of coaching all the Net Set 
Go participants at Churchill Indoor on a Saturday 
morning this season. She does an amazing job. 
13 & UNDERs - Coached by Ruth Heislers. 
This year the team members were Paige Anderson, 
Carlene Seales, Nicola Indermaur, Alex Proctor, Gra-
cie Rawlinson, Sienna Jalovec, Elise Patrick, Meila 
Cupples, Samantha Heislers and Maddison Smith. 
Well done to Ruth and the girls, it was a tough year 
with no wins for our 13 & Under team, though they 

have all learned more netball skills to carry forth into 
next season.
11 & UNDERs – Coached by Linda Coney and Anne-
Maree Stever. Team members were Bree Fox, Alira 
Fox, Jenna Colidge, Tahlee Caldwell, Isabella Ham-
ilton, Chloe Dudek, Aleasha Read, Carly Anderson, 
Niamh O’Kane, Stella Rawlinson, Indily Francis, Claire 
Patrick and Tom Heislers.
The 11 & Under team had four wins this season and 
played off in the finals but were defeated in the prelimi-
nary final by a much stronger Yinnar team. With many 
of the players still eligible for the same team next year 
they will be a strong contender in the competition.
NET sET GO - Coached again by Meg Francis, Eloise 
O’Brien and Jackie McGlade and the many parent 
helpers that put their hand up throughout the season.
We usually start the season out with quite a few turning 
up to training which is fantastic but the numbers drop 
off a bit during the colder months, this year we still 
had good numbers throughout the season, with illness 
keeping some away at different times, younger siblings 
who are very welcome would attend too. We had 17 
children that have trained regularly and attended the 
presentation night to receive their certificate and that’s 
just the Net Set Go training kids, how amazing is that 
for the future of Netball in Boolarra.
I would like to thank all our parent helpers which there 

were many, as it certainly made things 
easier and better for the girls’ skill devel-
opment and we have more fun. THAN-
KYOU.
MGNA NETBALL
15 & UNDERs - Coached by Gabrielle 
Francis and Pru Billingsley. Gabby has 
stepped up from Coaching a Junior 

team in the CINA competition to coaching our Junior 
team in the MGNA competition it requires a bit more 
travelling but the same early mornings. A big thanks 
to Pru for helping with the coaching and setting up on 
the home games on those cold icy mornings. Pru and 
Gabby make an awesome coaching combination. This 
year our 15 & Under team had five wins and a draw 
throughout the season which is a great improvement 
ending the season in 8th position on the MGNA lad-
der. There were some games that were lost by just a few 
goals. Great job girls and we look forward to seeing 
you all back next year. 
Best and Fairest - Grace Cascianelli. 

Runner up B&F - Emre Cupples.
Coaches Award - Caitlin Gill.
17 & UNDERs - Coached by Amy Jenkins
Our 17 & Under team had four wins this sea-
son and 1 drawn game to finish up in 8th posi-
tion on the ladder. Amy has done an amazing 
job as coach this year not being much older 
than the playing group herself but is a confi-
dent and skilled player who is passing down 
her skill in a friendly manner and I think the 
girls are enjoying their time with her. Hopeful-
ly Amy comes back to do it again next season.
Best & Fairest - Lydia Reiske.
Runner Up B&F - Logan Curran.
Coaches Award - Amy McLennan.
D GRADE - Coached by Teigan Pike

Its great to have Teigan back at the Club again this 
year after she has been venturing around the country 
following seasonal work for the last couple of years, 
Teigan has been at our Club since juniors and even 
though she hails from Yinnar South she is definitely a 
Boolarra girl.
We appreciate that Teigan took on the position of 
coaching this season as she is a much-respected coach 
and support to the Club. 
D Grade had four wins and one drawn game for the 
season finishing in seventh position on the ladder.We 
were lucky to pick up some experienced players which 
helped us to have a more successful season.
Best and Fairest 2017- Jodie Blackberry.
Runners up - Michelle Westwood.
Coaches Award - Rikki-Lee Jones.
C GRADE - Coached by Heather Notting.
A Big thankyou to Heather for returning to the Club af-
ter having a well-earned year off. She is a quality coach 
with lots of experience and knowledge of the game.
At the end of the season, C Grade had six wins and one 
drawn game placing them 6th on the ladder which is 
the best result from our netball teams this year, hope-
fully next year we can do better and have some grades 
in the finals.
Best and Fairest 2017 - Emily Evison.
Runners up - Elizabeth Rauschdorf.
Coaches award - Emily Evison.
B GRADE – Coached by Heather Notting.
The B Grade girls finished the year in 8th position 
after winning only four games for the season. They 

have worked hard during the season and like all of our 
teams should be proud of their efforts, hopefully next 
year we can recruit some more players and secure an A 
Grade team for our Club.
Best and Fairest 2017 - Carrie McGlade.
Runners up - Abbey Taylor.
Coaches Award - Amy Symons.
Our Junior B&F winners polled very well in the MGNA 
and MGFL Junior votes counts as well as at the Club, 
so their skill and determination does not go unnoticed 
by the association umpires. Well done to all our players 
who polled in the Mid Gippsland Votes.
Finally, I would like to thank all the dedicated sup-
porters, players, coaches, umpires, committee people, 
scorers, media people, bar attendees, trainers, water 
carriers, gate girls and boys, team managers and gen-
erally all the people who work hard around the Club 
to get the games on the paddock and on the court. 
You all do an amazing job. To all the different cater-
ing teams, canteen, afternoon tea crew for Saturdays, 
Thursday and Saturday night meals, there are so many 
people from the community who contribute. A HUGE 
THANK YOU TO YOU ALL.
Last but not least our ever faithful sponsors without 
whose financial and award support we would struggle 
to survive. A HUGE THANK YOU TO YOU ALL.
Netball sponsors for 2017
Top Shop Boolarra 
Alfresh2go Tarwin Street, Morwell
Websters Butchery Yinnar
Boolarra Community Hotel

Jackie McGlade,
Boolarra Football Netball Club/Netball.

Boolarra Junior U11’s Netball Team
Boolarra Junior Netball Team U11’s had a fantastic 
season this year. We played Churchill in the Semi 
Final and won 16 goals to three. This put us through 
to the Preliminary Final. However, we unfortunately, 
lost to Yinnar 13 goals to two. 
We are very proud of the kids; they played extremely 
well to get as far as what they did. They improved so 
much.
We would also like to give a big thank you to Tahlee, 
Alira and Niamh for their fantastic contribution this 
year to the team, as they will be moving up to U13’s 
next year.

Anne-Maree Stever.
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The Junior Presentation Night at Boolarra “There were 
plenty of kids having a fun time and a couple of the kids 

were outside and missed the photo opportunity so the future 
for netball in Boolarra is looking very rosy”.

Back Row L-R: Tahlee Caldwell, Isabella Hamilton, Tom 
Heislers, Niamh O’Kane, Alira Fox, Indily Francis, Jenna 

Coolidge, Carly Anderson.
Front Row L-R: Stella Rawlinson, Aleasha Read and Bree 

Fox.
Absent - Chloe Dudek.
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The football season has just drawn to a conclusion 
with our Senior, Reserves and Fourths finishing off the 
season well but with not a lot of success this season 
but their spirits are still high. It’s great to see such a 
great group of footballers stick together as mates when 
things aren’t going their way. Success will come guys, 
as long as everybody sticks together as a team. 
A big thank you to James Holmes, James Kelly and 
Damien McGrath for the great coaching of the teams 
in 2017 and keeping the group of players together 
when things are not going their way and their backs 
are against the wall.
Also a big thank you to Greg, Ann and Jackie and all of 
the players and volunteers who helped out with meals 
on both Thursday and Saturday nights at the social 
rooms. Your work is invaluable and the Club is very 
grateful for all of your efforts and mostly thanks for the 
beautiful meals each week.
Congratulations go out to Glen Smith who on 15 July 
played 300 games with the Boolarra Football Netball 
Club: this is an amazing effort for Glen as he has also 
won six Reserves Best & Fairest for the Club. Glen ran 
through a banner at the start of the game with his chil-
dren and celebrated with team mates and friends on 
this great occasion.
Congratulations also go to 2011 Senior premiership 
player Steven Fox who played 100 Senior games with 
the Club after making a comeback to footy this season 
to do so.
Boolarra Assistant Coach for this season Chase Saun-
ders also had a great season in taking out the Mid 
Gippsland Football League Goal kicking Award for 
Season 2017 with 55 goals which is an awesome effort 
considering the struggle to get a big score on the board.
Boolarra Football Netball Club on 15 July held a Pre-
miership Reunion for the 1997 Boolarra Senior and 
Reserves teams. The Boolarra Seniors fought their way 
from fifth position on the ladder to defeat Newborough 
in the Grand Final at Moe. Scores Boolarra 20.10.130 
to Newborough 16.13.109. The Reserves team finished 
third on the ladder at the end of the season and went 
on to defeat Morwell East for the flag. Scores: Bool-
arra 10.13.73 to Morwell East 10.6.66. A great reun-
ion was had by all players, officials and supporters that 
came along to catch up with their old team mates and 
friends. Approximately 3/4 of the teams attended the 
function which was a great attendance with some play-
ers travelling and working and living overseas. Many 
stories were told and friends reunited. 

social News
A big thank you to everybody who bought 
raffle tickets in the Boolarra Football Net-
ball Club Major Raffle for season 2017. 
The prize winners were: 1st Prize - Kerry 
Gilpin (Signed and framed wall picture by 
cricket legends Shane Warne and Brian 

Lara), 2nd Prize - Christine Rauschdorf (two tickets 
to ‘The Footy Show’), 3rd Prize -Ryan Carpenter ($250 
ProRent Voucher), 4th Prize - Brent Wilson ($250 
Trafalgar Mens & Boyswear Voucher), 5th Prize - Neil 
Lewis (Signed and framed picture by Dustin Fletcher 
and signed bottle of Moscato by Dustin Fletcher). 
The Boolarra Frog Races were held in the Social 
Rooms on 3 June after the Morwell East home game 
where several heats were held and the eventual win-
ner being Monique Beamish - closely followed by Janet 
Napier.
A great night was held at the Club when Essendon 
400 game legend Dustin Fletcher took training for 
the Fourths and Senior teams at the Club. The Junior 
and Senior squads had a great night at training and 
took a lot out of training with Dustin who still looks 
extremely fit and could still get a game quiet easily. A 
sports people’s night was held at the Club with a meal 
supplied and a great night was had by all that attended 
with lots of very funny stories told. 
After the Yarragon away game on 24 June the Annual 
Mid Year Ball was held at the Boolarra Memorial Hall 
with approximately 150 people dancing the night away 
to the live music of ‘Restricted Access’. An awesome 
night was had by all that attended. Big thanks to the 
Social Committee for organising the night. 
On Sunday 7 August the annual Reverse Draw Raffle 
and Duck Race was held in the river near the footy 
ground with the finish line being at the bridge at Park 
Road. Winner of the Duck Race was Tom Crutchfield, 
2nd Dennis Smith and 3rd was Sam Kobiela and the 
Reverse Draw Raffle was won by James Kelly with run-
ner up going to Angus Sauppe.
The Seniors, Reserves and Thirds held their Best and 
Fairest Vote Count at the rooms recently and the Best 
and Fairest for Season 2017 are:
seniors
1st Luke Conway - 128 votes, 2nd Daniel Wilson, 125 

votes, 3rd Tom Reiske, 118 votes, 4th James Holmes - 
94 votes, 5th Chase Saunders - 79 votes.
Congratulations to Boolarra Rover, Luke Conway, on 
taking out the Best and Fairest from Daniel Wilson as 
Runner Up.

Reserves
1st Glen Smith - 94 votes, 2nd Tom Holley - 90 votes, 
3rd Eddie Stanton - 75 votes, 4th James Kelly - 58 votes, 
5th Angus Peter - 41 votes
Congratulations to Glen Smith on winning his sixth 
Reserves Club Best and Fairest which is now a Club re-
cord in all grades. Runner Up was onballer Tom Holley 
in a very close vote count.

Fourths
1st Alex Devonshire -141 votes, 2nd Jacob Carnes - 
112 votes, 3rd Jay McCormack - 95 votes, 4th Brandon 
Watson and Samual Birkbeck - 50 votes.
Congratulations to Alex Devonshire on winning the 
Best and Fairest for Season 2017 and Jacob Carnes as 
Runner Up Best and Fairest. Both these local lads have 
had a great season.
**** Latest news at the Club **** 
Boolarra 2011 Senior coach Tony Giardina has been 
appointed coach for Season 2018 and is keen on re-
cruiting new players to the Club and ex-players who 
have been away from the Club. Tony has already signed 
many new players for next season and said there are 
some exciting times ahead for the Club.
2017 Fourths Coach Damien McGrath has been reap-
pointed in his role as coach for next season with two of 
his ex-players Alex Devonshire and Samual Birkbeck 
stepping up to assistant coaches to help Damien out in 
this role. 
Boolarra Junior Presentation night was held on 25 
August at Social Rooms and Senior Presentation night 
held on 1 September at the Morwell Club. All details in 
the next edition of The Boolarra Link.
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2017 BOOLARRA FOURTHS 
Back - Brandon Watson, Jye Wilson, Jedd Felmingham,

 Jude Carnes, William Lewis, 
Middle row - Simon Pickett (Team Manager), Tyler Ryan, 
Alex Devonshire (Captain), Sam Birkbeck, Mitch Bremner, 

Baylen Riley, Brodie Cook, Jay McCormack (Captain)
 Front - Damian McGrath (coach), Dylan Bagnall, Jacob 

Carnes, Tyson Cameron, Lachy Smith, Caleb Gregor, Adam 
Pickett, Jacob Davison. Missing - Seth Bagnall, 

Mason Porykali, Tyler Scolyer.

BOOLARRA FOOTBALL CLUB RESERVES AND SEN-
IORS 1997 20 YEAR REUNION


