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The Yinnar Scout Group is 
very proud of their Scout 
Leader Sylvia Sauppe. The 
Adult Recognition awards 
were held in September at 
Gilwell Park in Gembrook 
where Chris Bates the 

Chief Commissioner of Scouts Australia 
awarded Sylvia Sauppe the Silver Wattle 
award.  
This award is for Outstanding Service to 
Scouts Australia as an Adult Member in 
an active Leadership role, for a period 
of around 10-12 years. Outstanding 
Service is defined as a performance at a 
consistently high standard, over a num-
ber of assignments, all of which have 
provided positive outcomes for Scout-
ing. Sylvia’s contribution to Scouting 
clearly stands out from that of  her peer 
group. Well done Sylvia.   

  The Boolarra Link
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Continued page 10.

On Saturday 2 December, Boolarra Fire Brigade awarded Life 
Membership of the Brigade to past Captain, Todd Birkbeck. Todd 
joined the Brigade in 2003, completing his Minimum Skills training 
and rapidly becoming a key figure in Brigade activities. He became 

a regular responder to local incidents and continued to develop 
his firefighting skills through completing further training courses, 
including A Class Foam, Breathing Apparatus Search and Rescue, 
Plantation Firefighting and Isolated Low Structure. As he became 
more experienced, Todd also completed Crew Leader and Strike 
Team Leader training.
In July 2008, Todd was elected Captain of the Boolarra Fire Brigade 

– a position he held for five years. Within the first six months, Todd 
was called on to provide leadership within the brigade and the wider 
community as we faced three significant incidents that impacted our 
community in a six week period – a fatal car accident at Christmas, 
the Delburn Complex Fires in January and then Black Saturday on 
7 February. The energy, leadership, care and professionalism Todd 
displayed throughout this period and beyond was exemplary, with a 
key factor being his concern for people – both brigade members and 
in the community. 

Boolarra’s Brigade 
Life Membership Recognition

As this year draws to a close, I 
would like to take this opportu-

nity to thank those that have con-
tributed to the Link over the past year, 
the support offered by our advertisers, 

and the tireless work of the committee in 
getting the newspaper out every quarter.  
But, most importantly, I would like to 
thank you, the readers of our newspaper 
for your ongoing interest in the Link and 

the stories it shares.

On behalf of the committee, I would like 
to wish you, your family and friends a 

very merry Christmas and a safe and pros-
perous New Year.

Luke Potter
President
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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 

Committee unless acknowledged
 as such. 

No endorsement of products or 
services is implied by the listing of 

advertisers or sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the 

Committee takes no responsibility
 for errors.

THE BOOLARRA LINK 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Committee members are:
Luke Potter - President - 0418 530 682
Matt Ryan - Treasurer 
Alan Hall - Secretary
Paula Ryan - Advertising Officer
Sylvia Sauppe -Editor - 5169 6321
Alan Hall - Subeditor
Alan Hall - Proof reading
Dave Holt - Proof reading
Phil Robins - Proof reading
Tammy Richards - Photographer - 5169 6328
Paula Ryan - Photographer - 0413 844 660

Feedback, articles, photos and correspondence 
can be provided via email to 

editorthelink@gmail.com or by letter 
addressed to The Boolarra Link and dropped 

off with Mary or Shannon at the 
Boolarra Post Office. 

Website: thelink.boolarra.vic.au

BOOLARRA LINK ADvERTISINg

Advertisements are in blocks of 8cm WIDE 
x 10cm HIGH

Blocks can be arranged side by side 
or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks - $28.00

Additional blocks $28.00

BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance.

2018 Australia Day Boolarra Community Recognition Award

Australia Day Boolarra Community Award 2018
We wish to recognise __________________________ for his/her community contribution.

(Please describe their contribution in 25-30 words).

     

Nomination By:     
Seconded By:      
(Nominations to be submitted by 23 December 2017).

To celebrate our National Day and the wonder-
ful spirit in our lovely town, the Development 
Group has developed a tradition of having an 
Australia Day Breakfast in the Park which has 
gone from strength to strength.
One of the great features of our celebration has 

been the opportunity to recognise some of the 
unsung heroes of our town; the volunteers who 
do so much in so many spheres to make our 
town the rich, vibrant community it is.
The Development Group is once again seek-

ing nominations from individuals, community 
groups and clubs, of people or groups you believe 
deserve recognition for their contribution to our 
community. If you wish to nominate someone 
then please fill out the attached nomination form 
and drop it in at the Post Office.

Colin Brick,
Boolarra Community Development Group,
5163 1212.

To celebrate our National Day, and 
the wonderful spirit in our lovely 
town the Development Group has 
developed a tradition of having an 
Australia Day Breakfast in the Park, 

which has gone from strength to strength.
On Friday 26 January, 2018 from 8.30am until 
10.00am in Railway Park we will be providing egg 
and bacon sandwiches and snags, tea and coffee, 
and some drinks for the kids. We’ll raise the flag 
and sing the anthem, have some fun activities for 
all the family, and generally have a good time! 
 
Colin Brick,
Boolarra Community Development Group
5163 1212.

2018 Boolarra Community 
Celebration

Program
   Commence breakfasts  8.30
Commence activities  9.00

•  Sack races, egg and spoon race   
 and other children’s activities,  
 Gumboot throwing

•  Talking to the friends you haven’t  
 seen since … 

•  Australiana trivia   
   
Present certificates   9.45  
Flag raising and    10.00 
National Anthem  



Page:  3   The Boolarra Link - December 2017

Ross Hall Celebrates 
90th Birthday

No-

vember heralded the 90th birthday of Ross Hall 
of Budgeree.  A 90th birthday party is a rare 
thing these days, so instead of one party – two 

seemed more appropriate. Leanne (Ross’s 
youngest daughter) had an idea. Although 
Ross’s instructions to Leanne were for “no 
party”, Leanne decided a Sunday lunch and 
afternoon tea on the following Tuesday (his 
actual birthday) might be ok. “By the way”, 
she said, “Sunday lunch will be at Wings 
and Fins at Tooradin and you’ll be flying 
there”. Four seats in a Cessna 172 meant 
that Ross and wife Daisy, along with their 
eldest daughter Dianne would fly. Dave 
Knowles from Bandicoot Air Adventures 
was their pilot. The planned route would 
take them from Latrobe Valley Airport, to 
Port Welshpool, around Wilsons Prom and 
then along the coast to Tooradin. Unfortunately, 
storms over Wilsons Prom and Philip Island 
meant a more inland route. After 1.5 hours in 
the air, Ross, Daisy, Dianne and Dave arrived in 
Tooradin to be greeted by his family (including 
his children and their partners and nine of his 
grandchildren) waving from behind the fence 
on the flight line. Wings and Fins were great, 
giving us a table in full view of the runway and 
accommodating our every need. A big thanks 
too to the Tooradin Flying School – they opened 
gates so we could drive right up to the aircraft, 
load passengers and drive them up the hill to 
the restaurant.  All had a wonderful flight and 
I would also like to thank Dave Knowles and 
Bandicoot Air Adventures for the extra effort 

they went to make the day real-
ly special. The next “non-party” 
was on the following Tuesday his 
actual birthday.  His siblings and their fami-
lies joined us for afternoon tea where all enjoyed 
hot tea, cakes, singing and a toast to 90 years well 
lived.

Happy Anniversary: the 60th Wedding An-
niversary of Gladys and Alister Hall who have 
lived all their married lives at Budgeree, was 
celebrated recently with about 70 guests at-
tending a lunch and afternoon at the Boolarra 
Recreation Reserve. Ample food and drink 
was prepared by daughter Valerie and their 
energetic and creative grandchildren with the 
bar staffed courtesy Russell McGlade. Some 
entertaining speeches followed the meal. 
Those invited included Gladys’ sisters who 
travelled from Western Australia and South 
Australia to take part.

Gladys and Alistair's 
Wedding Anniversary

Caring Family Medicine

New Patients Welcome
You can now book your appointment online 

or via our very own “MAACG” app 
www.hazelwoodhealth.com.au 

or call 

5122 2555
Open Monday to Saturday
Evening Clinic Wednesday

Bulk Billing
To all Medicare Card Holders

9a Georgina Place, Churchill
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The 1st Yinnar Scout Troop have been tak-
ing advantage of the warmer weather and get-
ting outdoors. The Scout Troop went on an 
overnight hike to the Mitchell River. The hike 
was organised by the scouts assisted by Rover 
Angus Sauppe and Leader Shane Dubber, they 
thoroughly enjoyed getting out and being with 
nature.  The scouts also earned the Silver Pennant 
at a competition camp, the Cohen Shield at the 
Clive Disher Scout Park near Stradford, where 
they worked together to run their own effective 
camp, and learned to work together as a patrol 
really well.
The Cubs were lucky enough to participate in 
Cuboree and met up with 3800 cubs from across 
Victoria and spent four nights at Gembrook and 
enjoyed stage productions, mud runs, and train 
rides. They had a great time and all came home 
with a bag of muddy clothes.  
The Cub pack have been learning compass skills 
and are putting them into place with activities 
around Yinnar. 
 

Congratulations to Scout Leader 
Sylvia Sauppe to  the Silver Wattle 
award.
For enquiries please contact Colin 
on 0467 677 75.

Zara's Memorial
Just lost my shadow and best mate Zara, 
she passed away at the grand old age of 
14 1/2. She was a joy to be around, a real 
character and a bringer of people together 
especially strangers several of whom have 
become good friends.
It was a given that any walks with her took 
so much longer, to allow for the meet and 
greet, and pats and chats we would have. 
She was a celebrity in her own rights, hav-
ing featured in local papers with her photo 

and a story..
She had a "fan club" and people who came 
to know her over many years would race 
to my stall at  local markets or festivals to 
say hi,have a cuddle and see which latest 
temporary tattoo she would be modelling..
Happy go lucky Zara had a boyfriend Ol-
lie, who would run a 2km round trip to 
come visit her. The seven chooks and her 
were pals and if ever I needed to round 
them up before lock up time Zara would 
help.
They were even content to share some 
snacks together, bones however were an-
other story. These issued a ‘‘Don't even go 
there” look from her. Didn't work but she 
gave it anyway.
Zara loved nothing more than going for 
rides in the car, going camping, bush 
walking, mushrooming, and boat rides. 
She was a well seasoned traveller and has 
been over to Western Australia, around 
New South Wales and of course Victoria.
Her cheeky disposition meant she got 
away with many things other dogs 
wouldn't - like sharing favourite chairs 
with friends of mine or jumping into bed 
for cuddles. She also stretched these liber-

ties by coming into libraries, banks, post 
offices, community meetings and many 
other places - she even photo bombed a 
photo that is part of the community calen-
dar.
She was very much a ‘where you lead I 
shall follow’ kind of dog, content to sit 
near me and amuse people by her pres-
ence... I miss her... 
R.I.P.  My beautiful girl.

Deborah Chanesman.
Dressed and ready for the Folk Festival.

Deb and Zara never far apart.

1st Yinnar Scout Group

1st Yinnar Cubs with their
 Pack at Cuboree.

The Scouts and leader Shane Dubber at 
the Lookout at Billy Goats Bend at the 

Mitchell River National park.

Scout 
Leader Syl-
via Sauppe-
with Group 

Leader 
Colin Rich-
ards after 

the Awards 
Ceremony 
at Gilwell 

Park Gem-
brook.
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Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water and 
Battery Storage. We specialise in pre-
mium quality systems, backed up by 

old-fashioned Customer Service.

LocaL company - based in 
TraraLgon & mirboo norTh
Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add	value	to	your	home
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
call us now for a Free in-home quotation

phone: 1300 447 765
cherry@gippslandsolar.com.au 

www.gippslandsolar.com.au

Solar Power ✴ Solar Hot Water ✴ Battery Storage

Knitting Kits Australia

For your convenience selected kits are 
now available at Boolarra General Store 

and Boolarra Emporium.

Kits feature natural fibre yarns, pattern and any 
accessories needed to complete your project. 

Needles available separately.

Knitting Yarns by Mail
114 Fox & Fanckes Rd Boolarra South

Open by appointment only
Phone Alison : 0408 992 927

Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au
Orders delivered free to Boolarra Street addresses

The Memorial Hall continues to tick along quietly play-
ing host to the regular monday morning Exercise Class, 
providing a great venue for the local Youth Theatre 
Group who staged their production there and held a Hal-
loween Disco, giving a local cycling group a base for their 
regular rides to Boolarra and along the trail, providing 
a local venue for the Boolarra Football/Netball Club’s 
annual mid-year ball, being part of the Folk Festival for 
sessions with musicians and enabling local families to 
have funeral services there. It truly is OUR local Hall. In 
fact, the Hall and the land it stands on are owned by the 
Community of Boolarra with the Hall Committee of the 
day representing their ownership and maintaining this 
precious resource.
As the summer season approaches we are reminded of 
the ever-present danger of bushfire. The Hall is a NSP - 
i.e. Neighbourhood Safer Place but only as a last resort 
when there are no other options left but to shelter some-
where.
With a few grants waiting to be allocated, we hope to 
get some funding to replace the wooden railings with a 
maintenance free material. New plants will be planted 
along the front - one for each soldier who died in World 
War II and Korea.
The Sydney Olympic Torch will take pride of place in the 
foyer for all of us to enjoy, each time we visit the Hall.
We are gradually getting the grounds and gardens down 
to a manageable level making it easier to maintain over 
time.
Hall meetings are held on the third Thursday of the 
month, every two months. Next meeting is Thursday 15 
February at 7.30pm. New members are very welcome.
Our meetings are short and our Committee very friendly.

Roz Carstairs,
Secretary.

Boolarra Memorial Hall INC.
September saw the group head off 
to a Bromeliad garden and then 
on to Garden World - an enjoyable 
way to find out about some differ-
ent plants to grow. October was a 
big day out as we travelled to King-
lake to a nursery specialising in 
rare perennials. This enterprise had 
to be started from scratch after the 
bush fires which destroyed their 
two homes and the entire plant and 
stock. It has been an amazing re-
building project and now they are 
once again able to supply plants for 
sale. We filled the bus so full that 
we did not bother to visit any more nurseries: there was not any room for more plants and our 
purses were rather empty too. Our November outing should have been held on Cup Day so 
we missed a November trip.  Now the Christmas break up is on the horizon and another year 
has almost gone. We will be visiting gardens again after Christmas, so if you are interested, 
contact Jill Simmons who will provide details of our plans.

BOOLARRA GARDEN GROUP

Rare perennials growing at Kinglake.
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BOOLARRA PONY CLUB Vale Ivy Joan Kimpton
 was born in Point Lonsdale on 6 March 1929. 
Welcomed into the world by her parents, Ivy and 
Ern Kimpton, Joan was the youngest of their 
three children having two older brothers Phil 
and Bob. Joan and her brothers were the only 
babies to be born in Point Lonsdale and were all 
born at home.
Joan’s early years were spent in this coastal town-
ship where she attended the local state school for 
a time after which she continued her schooling 
at Diggers Rest and later Moonee Ponds.
Joan left school at the tender age of 13 which 
was the norm at this time and worked for Alan 
Chivers cleaning phones; she would go around 
to businesses and clean their phones,which was 
very common those days ….my how times have 
changed. 
During these years Joan met and married Tim 
McKie in January of 1948. Settling into life in a 
two-room bungalow in Keon Park and later that 
year they welcomed their ‘honeymoon’ baby, 
Alan.
Joan and Tim went on to build their own home 
and it was into this home they welcomed the safe 
arrival of their daughter Lynne. 
Life was full for Joan and was to become even 
busier when she found herself a single mum with 
two small children and another child on the way; 
and remember these were the days when there 
was no government support.  
Moving to Essendon to live with her parents, 
Joan and her parents welcomed the birth of 
Keith. After spending ten years with her par-
ents, Joan and family moved to North Essendon 
where she commenced work in a toy and baby 

shop. 
After several years Joan changed jobs and started 
work at the Children’s Hospital where she was 
employed as a pneumatic tube conveyor opera-
tor. Given this was an unusual position Joan was 
a guest on the television show where people had 
to guess what she did, and not surprisingly, no-
one did.
It was in 1963 when Joan and the kids first 
started going on holidays to Boolarra to visit her 
cousin and his wife, George and Bett. After this 
many school holidays were enjoyed there and it 
was here Joan was to meet George’s best friend, 
Jack Primrose. 
Joan and Jack married on 11 May 1968 and set 
up home on their dairy farm in Foster Road. 
Planning not to have any more children, little 
did Joan know that her plans weren’t in accord-
ance with the grand plan, thus eleven months 
later Joan and Jack welcomed the safe arrival of 
Warrick. 
Whilst on the farm Joan and Jack moved a house 
from Yallourn on to the farm and made it into a 
comfortable home for themselves and Warrick.
In 1973 Joan was overjoyed with the arrival of 
her first grandchild Mim, but much to her dis-
gust Lynne moved to Queensland. It seems that 
once one grandchild arrives others soon follow 
and along came Riki, Allan, Danny, and Maja. 
Joan adored her grandchildren an in time they 
presented Joan with her great grandchildren, 
Breanna, Chloe, Kendra, Heidi, Christian, Joey, 
Eva, Micah, Laz, Connor, Nate, Levi, and Koa. 
Joan was in seventh heaven when surrounded by 
her grandchildren. 
Sadly, Jack passed away in 1983 and Joan con-
tinued to stay on the farm for another ten years 

before moving into Churchill. Joan continued to 
be involved in the Boolarra Wool Group where 
she was a founding member having helped start 
the group some thirty years ago. During these 
early years the ladies would gather at each other’s 
houses and many good times were enjoyed in 
Joan’s home. In recent years it was a little too 
difficult for Joan to get along to meetings but she 
did enjoy their Christmas gatherings. 
Joan enjoyed the gift of friendship and was close 
to her life-long friendships; one was with her 
dear friend, June who she knew before com-
mencing primary school. 
Joan kept in touch with her friends regularly 
and loved to type them letters on her type writer 
Each week she also typed letters to Lynne and 
Keith who were both living in the sunny state 
Queensland; one-week Keith would receive a 
seven page letter and the following Lynne would 
receive a 14 page one. Joan was very good at 
keeping them up to date with what was happen-
ing in her and her family’s and what was going 
on in the area. Added to this were Joan and 
Lynne’s weekly two-hour phone conversations. 
Once Joan had a computer she loved to email 
and especially loved to print out her emails and 
other information so much so, her kids say she 
was the first ‘print-acholic’. 
There is so much more we could say about Joan, 
but how do you put Joan’s years into just a few 
minutes; it’s impossible. At the end of the day 
what is important to say is that Joan loved her 
family dearly and lived her 88 years well.
Rest peacefully Joan, you will live on in the 
hearts of all who loved you.

Boolarra Exercise Group

Koala Feed Trees
Can you plant some of these species on your farm or block to support 

our local koala population?
Plant a mixture of varieties so that there is year round feed available. 

If you can, plant away from roads. Where possible try to provide cor-
ridors of trees between existing stands.

Willow Leaf Peppermint – Eucalyptus (E.) Niniholaii
Mountain Grey Gum – E.Cypellocarpa
Tasmanian Blue Gum – E.Globulas
Grey Gum – E.Punctata
Forest Red Gum – E.Tereticornis
River Red Gum – E.Camaldulensis
Messmate – E.Obliqua
Tallowood – E.Microcorys
Swamp Gum – E. Ovata
Manna Gum – E.Viminalis

From ‘Boolarra Link’, Vol.17 No.1 1998.

  History from the Boolarra Newspaper...

 Strzelecki Koala.
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Blackberry is not a new and emerg-
ing problem in Australia. Since its 
introduction in the early 1830s it has 
spread over approximately 9 million hectares of 
its potential range - and it is well entrenched in 
Gippsland, with significant issues for landhold-
ers, conservation groups and agencies responsi-
ble for its management and control.
The Central Gippsland Woody Weeds Action 
Group (CGWWAG) was formed after the 2009 
fires, with a key focus on mitigating the impacts 
of blackberries and other woody weeds that had 
re-emerged after the damaging fires.
The Group provided funding and assistance to 
landholders who expressed an interest in large 
scale control programs and with support from 
the Victorian Blackberry Taskforce, they signed 

up property owners to 3 
year blackberry manage-
ment plans.
The Groups President, 
Harry Price and Treas-
urer Charles Uber have 
worked tirelessly to 
ensure these early efforts 
have not gone to waste. 
“We began with an idea 

and some landholders, and with the support of 
government, we gave landholders a head start 
to control their blackberries. These weeds are a 
problem for farmers who want to maintain pro-
ductive pastures and they can easily be spread 
around the countryside if left unchecked. They 
can even be the cause of friction and dishar-
mony between landholders and organizations” 
explained Harry.
Some recent efforts by the LaTrobe City Shire 
Council have not gone un-noticed by the 
Group. “The Shire have increased roadside 
spraying management, and they have provided 
funding to some landholders through the 

‘biodiversity on rural land grants program, those 
two initiatives will assist our program and we 
have local landholders that will be enthused and 
encouraged by what this organization is doing” 
concluded Harry
Further information and property visits to dis-
cuss Blackberry management can be arranged by 
phoning the Groups Project Officer Matt Ste-
phenson on 0439430799. Be part of the solution 
to the problem!

Vale Eric John Thorburn
Eric died at age 64 years. He was born on 12 Au-
gust 1953, at Kyneton Hospital, Victoria to Len 
and Annette (both dec.). They lived at Hesket, 
near Hanging Rock next to the Demac, our 
neighbours.
When Lois was 18 months old, Dad, Mum and 
us kids moved to Boolarra, living on a farm on 
Hirsts Rd past the Fish Farm. After a short time, 
we moved into town to Mr. and Mrs. Page’s cot-
tage on Park Rd - then in the same street, next to 
the CRB shed. Our neighbours were the Peddles, 
Williams, Mr. and Mrs. Hector Downing who 
ran the bakery shop and Mr. and Mrs. Light who 
ran the local hotel. Eric spent most of his child-
hood at Park Rd then later in Bishop St.
Eric attended the Boolarra State School in 
Tarwin St. and Sunday School. He finished his 
schooling at Morwell Technical School. Eric was 
also a member of Boolarra Cubs and Scouts. 

Eric was also a great athlete, playing for Boolarra 
Football Club in the Fourths and Thirds. Then 
he sustained a bad injury to his shoulder which 
forced him to retire from footy.
He was also a member of the Boolarra Darts 
Club, Anglers Club and Woodchopping until he 
cut his big toe. He went with Dad all over Victo-
ria.
Upon leaving school Eric, worked at Dyers Mill 
on Foster Rd. Leaving there, he went to work at 
the Briquette Factory in Morwell until he was 
made redundant.
He loved spending time with Dad, going camp-
ing, fishing, rabbiting and woodcutting.
They worked together at their spot mill along 
with Rex Thorburn, cutting palings, posts and 
timber. They supplied wood for homes in the lo-
cal and district areas.
Eric loved tinkering with old cars, motorbikes 
and old radios.
Eric moved to Todds Rd. and lived there for 27 
years where life was quiet and surrounded by 
wildlife and his Blue Heelers.
Eric’s health deteriorated after the passing of our 

Dad. Developing triple pneumonia, Eric passed 
away on 31October 2017 at Traralgon Hospi-
tal. Eric has left behind his two sisters, Deidre 
(Eden), Lois (Yinnar), and brothers-in-law, Rod-
ney and Ken. He also leaves his eight nephews 
and nieces, Dean, Glen, Amy, Kerrianne, Eric, 
Vannessa, Emily and Robert and partners Liz, 
Cory, Jo and Ricky. Eric also had 20 great neph-
ews and nieces, Kahleb, Josie, Benjamin, Bailey, 
Jack, Ezra, Tyler, Cailin, Aaliyah, Lexie, Han-
nah, Faith, Tommy, Zaclen, Melinda, Matthew, 
Christian, Effilia, Antonette and Samantha and 
5 great-great nephews, Steven, Jordon, Brodie, 
Edward and Timmy.

Central Gippsland 
Woody Weeds 
Action Group
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Our AGM saw new office bearers elected. 
President is Alison Craven, Vice-President 
Malcolm Thompson, Secretary Denise 
Schiller and Treasurer Judith Edwards. 
Malcolm Grant was thanked for his work 
as President/Secretary and Project Officer 
and he will continue to manage our grant 
applications. Jacquie Healey will manage 
our Facebook page. Federation Training 
students have been working on planting 
and weeding on Foster Road and Young 
Streets and have completed restoration of a 
section of track at the Mill Site damaged by 
DELWP operations. They have also been 
busy with some threatened species plant-
ings.
The group is busy finalising projects and 
keeping up the maintenance of the Mill 
Site. There is always plenty of grass need-
ing mowing and tracks to be kept from be-
ing overtaken by the bush. We had a good 
morning tree planting at Schiller’s shelter 
belt and enjoyed a BBQ when we finished. 

The heritage signs have been 
installed and some information on flora 
and fauna prepared by Roz and Linda are 
at the shelter bridge. These signs were paid 
for by a grant from the Mirboo North and 
District Community Bank and we are very 
grateful for their ongoing support of our 
work. The Boolarra community receive 
wonderful support from the Community 
Bank and we hope you all read Colin Brick’s 
article in the last edition of The Link. The 
Historical Society kindly found photos for 
us and we are very happy with the results. 
At our working bee on 11 November, 
we farewelled Roz Kidd who has photo-
graphed birds for us and provided valu-
able information for visitors interested in 
finding out about the birds in our forest. 
She was also generous in providing her art 
work as prizes for our Easter Hat Parade 
and we will miss her company at the Mill 
Site. On 18 November, an Agro-forestry 
Field Day at Craven’s farm was conducted 
by Peter Devonshire. The trees here were all 
pines but mixed species can also produce 
good returns and are suitable for a lot of 
steep land around our hills.  Our Decem-
ber working bee is as usual on 9 December 
and we will finish the year with a BBQ at 
the Mill Site on Sunday evening, 10 De-
cember.. We will begin the new year with 
a BYO picnic at Fox’s Hole on 19 January.
New members are always welcome, sub-

scriptions are $20 for individual members 
and $30 for families and can be paid at 
the Post Office. Keep an eye on the notice 
board at the bus stop for what we are do-
ing, we would love to have to have your 
support. 

Denise Schiller, 
Secretary.

Boolarra South Landcare Group Shelter belt planting day at Schiller’s.

Special signage recognising Mick Schiller.

Richly detailed heritage signing in place at the 
Old mill Site.
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River Road  
Electrical Services

Domestic, Rural
Industrial, 

Commercial
Bruce Craddock

Mobile: 0427 696 640

 rec 9532

Boolarra Public Cemetery Trust
This is a Cemetery

“Lives are commemorated, deaths are recorded, families are reunited, memories are made tangible 
and love is undisguised. This is a Cemetery.
Communities accord respect, families bestow reverence, historians seek information and our heritage 
is thereby enriched. Testimonies of devotion, pride and remembrance are cast in bronze to pay warm 
tribute to accomplishments and to the life, not the death, of a loved one.
“The cemetery is homeland for memorials that are a sustaining source of comfort to the living. A 
cemetery is a history of people, a perpetual record of yesterday and a sanctuary of peace and quiet 
today. A cemetery exists because every life is worth loving and remembering, always”.
I wonder how many of us who visit the cemetery have read 
these words which are cast in bronze and in place at the ceme-
tery near the Remembrance Garden. It is worth taking the time 
to stop and read it and reflect upon the reason we may be visit-
ing the cemetery. For most of us the first visit to the cemetery 
will be to bury a loved one and our thoughts will be associated 
with deep grief. A cemetery can be a place of great solace and 
reflection. The Boolarra Cemetery is one of the most peace-
ful and beautiful places to just visit. Set in a bushland setting 
the walking tracks from the Old Mill Site will lead you to the 
cemetery. Walk around, have a look, admire the wildflowers in 
particular the trigger plant and orchids which will be flowering 
over the coming weeks, say hello to familiar faces, rest on a seat 
at the beautiful Remembrance Garden and above all enjoy what 
you see.
Over the past year our little community has said goodbye and 
paid tribute to a few familiar people: Mavis Lamb, Rob Whelan, 
Tena Jones, Mick Schiller, John Witham, Hazel Cooper (nee 
Witham), Pat (Dorothy)O’Connor and Eric Thorburn. 
Cemetery Trust meetings are held on the third Wednesday of 
the month at 7.30pm at Boolarra Memorial Hall. All members 
of the community are welcome to attend.
Upcoming meeting dates are: Wednesday 21 February 2018
Wed. 18 April 2018
Wed. 20 June 2018
Wed. 15 August 2018 AGM.

Roslyn Carstairs
Secretary
0429 383 686.

On the Hill
Natural Therapy Centre

1 Bishop Street, Boolarra

Practitioner: Rhonda Clark
In Boolarra on Wednesdays

From 10:00am to 4:00pm

SPECIALISING IN BOWEN THERAPY
(Bowtech®)

Muscle & connective tissue movement for
Aches, pains, strains, sprains & post-op rehab.

Treatment cost: $50.00
Concession or Pension Card Holders $40.00

Massage (back, legs & arms) $30.00 per half hour
Hand or foot spa with some reflexology $50.00 

per one hour treatment
Treatment fees are refundable by most Private Health Funds

Phone Rhonda on: 0416 148 104

BOOLARRA COMMUNITY 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

being held on Friday, 15th December 2017 starting with a free BBQ from 
5.30pm in the park. Music will be provided from 6pm by the Nigellas, fol-
lowed by Christmas Carol singing by the Boolarra Ukelele Group (BUG) 
afterwards. Everyone's hearty sing-a-long voices would be most welcome. A 
visit by a popular fat old man in a red and white suite will delight the chil-
dren later during the evening but till he arrives, parents please try to engage 
the children in the singing or to listen respectfully to the excellent music 
provided by our local artists.

Please bring your own chairs/rugs. In case of inclement weather, the event 
will be held in the hall after the BBQ.

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO EVERYONE. 

Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
 

Rob Franssen & Dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

If No Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal
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FIRE DANGER PERIOD
Fire restrictions will come into effect on Mon-
day 4 December and this means burning off is 
not permitted after this date without a permit 
from your local council. REGISTERING YOUR 
BURN WITH THE CFA HOTLINE IS NOT 
CLASSIFIED AS A PERMIT. Our zero-tolerance 
policy will be in place this year again as it has 
been for the previous five years - any burn-off 
unattended or without a permit could incur a 
hefty fine and possible jail time. Under the CFA 
Act, we as a Brigade are required to request po-
lice to attend. As per usual, burning-off in town 
is not permitted regardless of the restrictions in 
place. We cannot stress highly enough about the 
dangers of burning-off within the declared fire 
danger period and urge you think before you do. 
Using farm equipment in dry conditions can also 
serve as an ignition point for fire to start. If you 
are unsure of anything, please seek advice from 
a Boolarra Fire Brigade member or the CFA web 
site www.cfa.vic.gov.au. 
IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOME-
THING
1800 333 000 is the Crime Stoppers anonymous 
hotline you can call to report anything you see 
that is suspicious. The information you report 
could potentially save a life or pre-
vent an incident from occurring. We 
would rather turn out to a reported 
fire and find nothing than wait until 
it’s too late and have a large fire 
to deal with. By working together 
as a community, we can achieve a 
tremendous amount as proven in 
the past. Continuing this will, once 
again, be of benefit to all. 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
The CFA’s Community Bushfire 
Awareness Bus was in town on 21 
and 25 November and it was great to 
see the number of community mem-
bers that came down to have a look 

and gather information on the upcoming season 
and possible scenarios that could occur. A very 
large thank you to the staff who made the event 
possible, and also the members of Boolarra CFA 
who assisted in the fire awareness program. 
UPCOMING HOLIDAY PERIOD
Our normal Christmas activity will proceed this 
year. Santa will be in attendance in the big red 
truck for the kids on our Christmas Eve Lolly Run 
and many other Christmas activities that will 
happen. Further information will follow closer to 
the event dates. With the holiday season upon us 
please make sure we all drive safely, to the condi-
tions and be mindful of the traffic and numbers 
of people that come along with the season.
FIND US ON FACEBOOK 
Have you joined the Boolarra fire brigade Fa-
cebook page? We provide regular updates and 
safety updates on our page, search for “Boolarra 
CFA”

James Orr,
Community Safety and 
Education.

BOOLARRA’S BURNING ISSUES
BOOLARRA CFA NEWS

BOOLARRA FIRE BRIGADE LIFE MEM-
BERSHIP RECOGNITION

In the years after the fires, 
Todd continued to be an 
active and imaginative 
leader with a “can do” at-
titude. He led the rede-
velopment of the Bool-
arra Fire Station, working 
with a sub-committee 
of brigade members and 
liaising with the CFA to 
ensure the brigade fa-
cilities were the best they 
could be. Later, he was 
closely involved with the 

relocation, and building, of the Boolarra South 
Satellite Station. He continued to be an active 
operational member locally but also participated 
in many Strike Team deployments to fires across 
Gippsland and interstate. In 2014, he was heavily 
involved in fire suppression efforts first in Orbost, 
then in the Latrobe Valley at the Strzelecki Fire 
and the Hazelwood Mine Fire. 
Alongside his operational duties, Todd has been 
an active leader in many other areas. He worked 
with the BMT to devise imaginative training 
sessions, developed different ways of promoting 
community fire safety education, worked with the 
primary school to foster fire safety in students, 
initiated the summer patrols of campgrounds 
along Morwell River Road, explored innovative 
ways of doing things better on the fire-ground 
and continued to look out for all brigade mem-
bers. 
With the closure of Hazelwood Power Station, 
Todd embraced a new career path and was ac-
cepted into the CFA Recruit Firefighter course, 
which will enable him to become a career fire-
fighter. This in itself is a fine achievement as the 
standard for selection is high and competition 
for positions is fierce. Over the past six months, 
Todd has been completing his training and has 
continued to play a role in Boolarra Fire Brigade, 
bringing his learning from the Recruit Course 
back to brigade members when he can. He will 
graduate on 7 December and has been posted to 
Mildura, which is an exciting challenge for him 
but will be a huge loss to the Brigade and the 
community of Boolarra.
Todd has been a dedicated, committed and pro-
fessional volunteer with Boolarra Fire Brigade 
for the past fifteen years. He has been a strong, 
innovative, energetic 
and compassionate 
leader, both operation-
ally and in a non-
operational capacity. It 
is only fitting that this 
was recognised with 
Life Membership of the 
Boolarra Fire Brigade.

CFA tanker carrying out a burn over 
drill in training for the fire season 

ahead of us.

Boolarra Fire Brigade
Community fire awareness bus 

Boolarra.

From Page 1.
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AGM meetings are not always fun but ours this 
year was particularly enjoyable as we occupied the 
Multi Purpose Building and treated ourselves to a 
sumptuous dinner all provided by members. Our 
long-time secretary Mengar Hibbins has returned 
from her travels to take over from her trusty ‘vice’ 
Beth Price. Beth and Harry Price promptly set off 
for the wilds of Canada with past members John 
and Jill Parker. We suspect they needed the holi-
day. They returned with many beautiful photos 
from the breadth of Canada through the Rocky 

Mountains to Alaska. At our October meeting 
they selected a group and made pertinent com-
parisons with Australia and regaled us with their 
sharp observations.
Good news for our Museum – we were awarded 
a Victorian Government Local History grant to 
upgrade some display units. This is very welcome 
and we are in the process of looking for tenders. 
Our local MP, Russell Northe presented Commit-
tee members with a cheque and certificate last 
week. Needless to say we are very grateful for this 

encouragement.
This year finished on a 
light historical note. At 
our final meeting, John 
Hyett from South Gipp-
sland brought his magic 
lantern along and showed 
how Christmas was cel-
ebrated in days long gone. 
Magic lanterns were the 
TV equivalent of the 19th 
century. There was high 
drama, tear-jerking trag-
edy, slapstick comedy and 

scary adventures to entertain young and old, not 
forgetting the religious side of the season. All this 
was presented on slides and welded together by 
John’s quirky narrative. He is a regular perform-
er at Coal Creek at Korumburra. Members then 
shared a Christmas supper and season’s greetings 
with him. We wish all Boolarra and district resi-
dents a happy and safe Christmas and New Year.
The Boolarra Historical Museum opens on the 
first Sunday of each month, or by appointment 
with the secretary Robyn Thompson 0458 977 
008. We invite new members to join our society. 
For information please ring Robyn Thompson 
0458 977 008, Judy Webster 5169 6351 or Beth 
Price 5169 6241.

 Russell Northe meets BHS Committee to present cheque.

Former BHS identities John and Jill Parker with 
  Beth and Harry Price touring Canada this year.

By now we hope you have popped into the Post 
Office to collect your free calendar. During De-
cember Mary and Shannon at the PO will have 
them for sale in case you’re wanting to buy them 
for family and friends. It’s been great to get a lot 
of feedback on the initiative, and there have been 
some really good suggestions we will seek to 
incorporate in next year’s calendar.

The production of the calendar was made possible using funds generated 
by the Koffee Kart. 
We would also like to apologise to the Yinnar Community Garden for 
printing incorrect days and times, and any other errors for other groups..
Very soon in the Railway Parks gazebo (with the maps) there will be a pop 
up library that was made by the Men's Shed using funds from the Latrobe 
City Trust. We intend to have a opening in the near future and hope that 
everyone enjoys being able to swap and share books for free.
The Development Group has also been successful in obtaining grants from 
the Mirboo North & District Community Bank and the Mirboo North 
Community Foundation for the BMX track and a Bell Harp Musical Struc-
ture.
Regarding the BMX, the current status of the proposal is that, following 
an extensive public consultation process which demonstrated very strong 
public support of the proposed site, the Boolarra Community Develop-
ment Group gave it’s support to the proposal. Track information has been 
provided to the Recreation Section at Latrobe City, and discussions held 
with them and Cr White. The aim is that the proposal prepared by the La-
trobe City Recreation Section will go to the February 2018 Council Meet-

ing for approval.
A wonderful day was had by all at the town 
garage and car boot sale. It was lovely to see 
Boolarra a hive of activity as many people trav-
elled fair distances seeking treasures. I hope they 

found some.
Couldn't have asked for a better day as the weather was perfect. BUG 
entertained everyone in the park, and it was also a great chance to catch up 
with friends.
Recently Colin Brick, Terry Bevan and Deb Chanesman attended the 
Small Towns Forum hosted by the Latrobe City. It was a chance to network 
and learn what other small towns in our area have been achieving for their 
community. Colin and Deb gave a small presentation (prepared by newbie 
on the Committee, Collette Albino), and explained projects our group has 
been involved with.
Over the next twelve months we are looking to have discussions with rep-
resentatives from Yinnar and Mirboo North to see how we can help each 
other out.

 Deb Chanesman
Boolarra Community Development Group.

BOOLARRA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GROUP 
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Facilities upgrade: 
After a frustrating wait, the planned improve-
ments to our main school building should hap-
pen over the Christmas vacation. 
Thank you: 
We are very grateful to everyone in the Bool-
arra community who collected Earn and Learn 
stickers for us.  We have ordered some great new 
maths resources through this program.
Outstanding results: 
For the past three years we have entered students 
in the National Maths Competition. This year 
we observed a big improvement in the attitude 
and endeavour displayed by the students as they 
tackled the challenging test (it is not designed to 
be completed in the time provided). Congratula-
tions to Ethan A, Jem, Angus Mc, Tahlee, Paige, 
Samantha and Elise who all achieved the ‘Pro-
ficiency’ level, Niamh who scored a Credit and 
Indily who achieved a Distinction. 
Junior School Council (JSC) news:  
In term three, thanks to donations and the pro-
ceeds from Milo and Raisin toast sales, $97 was 
raised to support retired racing greyhounds.  In 
term 4, 99 per cent fruit juice icy-poles and farm 
fresh eggs are being sold to raise funds to sup-
port the work of our local Wildlife Warrior, Jean 
Quick. The Boolarra X Factor talent quest will be 
the final project tackled this year. 
Chess: 
Our team of Travis, Samantha, Meila Indily and 
Brody qualified to compete at the state finals. 
They rose to this challenge magnificently to 29th 
place out of the 48 schools participating. Indy 
was our highest ranked player finishing 51st out 
of the 273 competitors. We are very grateful to 
Indy’s Mum, Gabrielle and Sam’s Mum, Ruth for 
transporting and looking after our team.
New swing: 
Following a request from the P/1/2 students for 
something that their classmate Cooper (who is 

wheelchair bound) could play on, 
our 2016 JSC worked tirelessly to 
make this happen. They wrote let-
ters and obtained donations from 
the Mirboo North Foundation, 
The Yinnar and Mirboo North 
Lions Clubs, Churchill Apex Club 
and Quantum. The JSC then asked 

School Council to divert the funds raised for 
a new piece of play-ground equipment to this 
project. As a result of their dedication and de-
termination, we should soon have a spider-web 
swing that Cooper will be able to use alongside 
his class-mates. We plan on staging an opening 
ceremony to celebrate this fabulous achievement. 
Maths Extension:
 Local community member, retired secondary 
maths teacher, Ms Elizabeth Pearce provided ex-
tra enrichment and support during Whole School 
Maths on Wednesday.  Thanks Elizabeth!
P/1/2 Sleepover and Dinner Reports:
On Thursday 9 November, it was dinner at 
school. We played a Maltesers game. We had 
a treasure hunt and then we had dinner. I had 
sausages and salad and then all the Prep/Ones 
went home. The Twos played some more games.                          
By Isabelle (Prep).

The Grade 
Prep, Ones 
and Twos 
had dinner 
at school. 
The Grade 
Twos got a 

sleep over at school. The games 
were musical chairs, treasure 
hunt, a Maltesers game and 
musical dots. After the games, 
we had dinner. I had grated car-
rot, a sausage, celery, lettuce and 
cucumber. On my placemat, I put spider webs on 
the writing. By Oscar (Grade One).
When it was dinner at school I got to play fun 
games with all the Prep, Ones and Grade Twos. 
We did a Maltesers game. We did lots more 
games. We got to do a treasure hunt and musical 
chairs. My favourite was the grade Two sleepover 
because I got to have extra Maltesers for clean-
ing the corridor all by myself. I shared some too. 
After that we got to play a balloon game where 

you have to pop the balloon. It was fun. After 
that, I set up my bed in the corridor. I was sleep-
ing near the Prep/One and Twos building. Then 
I got changed and I watched the Emoji movie. 
After that, all the Grade Twos got to sleep.  In the 
morning, I was the last one to wake up. Kallarnie 
and I got picked up together. Kallarnie came to 
my house two weeks in a row! By Georgia (Grade 
Two).
5/6 Ballarat Camp
We are very grateful to Paige’s Mum, Tracy An-
derson, who accompanied the 5/6’s to Ballarat at 
short notice when the organised adult was ill. Mr 
Kilday reported that all the students did a bril-
liant job taking on the extra opportunities that 
they had earned through their maturity. 
Message from Ms E:
In my 37 years in education, for the first 20 years 
I regularly moved and sought new challenges. 
When I arrived at Boolarra, it was my intention 
to continue to do so. Clearly, this is not how it 
panned out!  However, I retire at the end of this 
year with no regrets and a wealth of wonderful 
memories. 
I have been incredibly fortunate to work at a 
school where the staff work as a cohesive team 
and the students are cooperative and caring.  
Every year I have been astounded by the growth 
I have seen in both the students and staff. The 
progress of students is obviously our core busi-
ness and we all delight in seeing former students 
progress on to do well at secondary school and, 
more importantly, at life! I am proud that our 
school has become a launching pad for teachers 

to move on to promotion posi-
tions (former teacher Ms Sue 
Davis is principal at Glengarry 
PS and Ms Jenny Dowsett is 
Principal at Bunyip PS). On that 
note, it is sad that Mr. Patrick 
Kilday is also finishing his time 
with us at the end of this school 
year as he has obtained a pro-
motion position at a Traralgon 
school. However, it is exciting to 
have former student, Ms Caitlin 
Twomey return to teach at our 
school. It will also be exciting 
to have a new Principal in 2018 
to bring fresh insights and skills 
to build on the great things that 
happens at BPS. Thanks every-

one for your support 
and for putting up 
with me …… and 
my tendency to get 
names wrong on oc-
casions!

Principal, 
Leanne Emond.

  Prep 1/2 students dining at school.

     Toby visiting the Pre-school as part of 
the 2018 Prep Transition program.  

     Carly, Charlotte and Angus on Bal-larat camp.
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Boolarra Book Club
The Boolarra Book Club has had 
another very enjoyable year. This 
year we have specialized in the 
murder mystery genre with two very interest-
ing books: Return of the Danung Master and 
Lovely Bones that gave us much discussion. We 
watched an excellent film The Zoo Keepers Wife 

and enjoyed a fellow member’s trip through 
Scandinavia (we had also read two murder 
mysteries from there). Our social life is great 
and we will love our Christmas get-together at a 
member’s house. 
We start on the first Monday in February - 6pm 
at Robern Lubawski’s home - 5169 6494.

 Robern Lubawski.

Our Creative Boolarra Art 
Exhibition Keeps Thriving

The fourth biannual Art Exhibition, successful 
as ever, was held in the Boolarra Memorial Hall 
from 21 to 23 October. Originally, the exhibition 
had been designed to accept artworks only from 
the Boolarra district, however, this year the exhi-
bition’s boundaries extended to include Yinnar as 
well. 
The Latrobe City Councillor, Cr Darrell White, 

with his insightful speech, launched the exhibi-
tion, emphasising the importance of our commu-
nity cultural events. 
As usual, talented creative participants brought 

many artworks of surprising quality and unique 
aesthetic, which made the People’s Choice vot-
ing challenging. There were three prizes ($300, 
$200, and $100) for the people’s choice of the 
best artwork, plus a special Encouragement 
Award given by Roz Carstairs for her choice of 
an artwork. The winners were: Sally Roberts first 

prize, Marietta Herni second prize, and Nikki 
Davies third prize. David Alldridge got the award 
from Roz Carstairs.
There are a plethora of books and articles written 

about the positive impacts of arts on communi-
ties. Let’s put aside all theoretical explanations on 
what is art and what it is not, and what are the 
real impacts of art (whatever it is). In our small 

town, I have noticed at least two major positive 
outcomes from our biannual art events:
1. Our art exhibition has become a means of 

public dialogue. It has been, for me, so wonder-
ful to notice how people discuss with each other 
on presented artworks, ask questions, and review 
them several times to choose their best choice. 
2. Our art exhibition has been a means to en-

courage creativity and the diverse methods and 
means of creative expression.
We are hoping that our community art exhibition 

thrives even more in the future with the partici-
pation of all creative community members to fur-
ther public dialogue and creative involvement.
Lastly, I should mention that this event was not 

possible without the generous sponsorship of The 
Mirboo North & District 
Community Bank. On be-
half of the subcommittee of 
the Boolarra Community 
Development Committee, 

Abbas Mehran.

www.hazelwoodhealthcentre.com.au
9a Georgina Place Churchill 3842 
P: 5122 2555 (24 hours)

Bulk Billing ALL Medicare Card Holders

Open Monday to Saturday
Evening Clinic Wednesday

Book online or download our MAACG App

Caring 
Family 

Medicine

 Alan Hall with three selected scenes of the Morwell River.

Sally Roberts 1st  Prize winner of the art show.

 Isabella Davies, 
1st prize winner in youth section.
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NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, 
Domestic Water 

Contact Dave for Free Quotes
Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au

Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley gravel

BOOLARRA 
HAPPY CAMPERS
Eighteen Happy Campers, a toddler and four de-
lighted dogs enjoyed the beautiful high country, 
fresh mountain air and the hospitality of Daren 
and Tracy at Licola Caravan Park in mid-Novem-
ber. This was our first getaway since May as a lot 
of us were away in the warmer climate for months.
Licola is a tiny town, permanent population of 
four, two dogs and Baar Baar the pet sheep. Situ-
ated 58km north of Heyfield, the town is the only 
privately-owned town in Victoria, belonging to the 
Lions Clubs of Victoria and Southern NSW where 
the site of a very popular youth Camp opened in 
1971. This camp is used by many schools and or-
ganisations throughout the year. The layout and 
the facilities are fabulous. It would be great for 
large family reunions, weddings etc.
Mains power is not connected to this remote local-
ity, but the town is supplied by its own generator, 
pumps and treats its own water and is responsible 
for waste management. Next door to the caravan 
park and general store is a small park also on the 
banks of the Macalister River containing a large 

shelter with gas barbeques, pic-
nic tables and toilets. There is also 
plenty of local history displayed 
and advising the areas early settle-
ment by mostly Scottish and some 
Irish families.
The surrounding area is a haven 
for dozens of 4WD and trail bike 
enthusiasts at any given time and 
the General Store, also operated 
by Darren and Tracy offers basic 
grocery items, ice, fuel, minimal 
takeaway food and is licenced to 
sell alcohol.
Situated on the banks of the Ma-
calister River, the opportunity to 
catch your own dinner, brown 
trout, rainbow trout, redfin etc, is 
the enjoyment of a sociable camp-
fire. There is also carp in the area. 
The Caravan Park consists of 10 powered sites, 
numerous tent sites, cabins, bunkhouses, BBQ/
campfire shelter and firewood can be purchased 
if required. It is nice to sit around the campfire at 
night.
The Boolarra crowd enjoyed sociable ‘happy 

hours’ and evening camp-
fire circles. We had some 
rain but it was not cold 
and the sunshine which 
did appear was very enjoy-
able. Groups took different 
drives, one travelling 95km 
to Jamison where they en-
joyed a pub lunch, and 
browsing around an art gal-
lery and museum and a cof-
fee shop. The other group 
took the road and track to 
Bennison Lookout and be-
yond to the lower snowfield 

of Arbuckle Spur for a picnic 
lunch. Several of us toured 
the Lions Youth Camp on foot 
and a couple of energetic ones 
on their bikes after their 5km 
ride. The camp has a multi-
tude of activities available, 
including a swimming pool, 
basketball stadium, canoe-
ing and many ropes, climb-
ing and ground courses. The 
more energetic and fit among 
us also enjoyed local walks to 
the lookout within Licola and 
close walking trails. The bird 
life is plentiful and the park 
contains many peppercorn, 
walnut and chinese elm trees 
scattered on the lush grass. 
The last two days of our stay 

were very warm and sunny as it has been here.
As usual it was a thoroughly enjoyable trip to an-
other part of our diverse region, and laughs were 
plenty. Now to plan a trio for February – March.
We wish everyone a wonderful Christmas and a 
happy, healthy and safe New Year

Gwenda Pither.  Elevated view of the Lions Club-owned town of Licola.

  The Boolarra crowd enjoyed sociable ‘happy hours’ 
   and evening campfire circles. 

Pure fresh mountain water  straight from 
the hills.
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We help people across Gippsland design 
and build their own websites. We can 
help you build, or we can build a website 
completely for you. 

Global experience, local people. 
Reasonable rates.

Web Design

Contact Luke now

0418 530 682

luke@charlie-mac.com
web.charlie-mac.com

Yinnar Fuel
 & Farm Supplies

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RANGE – GREAT SERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

+

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240
52 Main Street, Yinnar Vic 3869

WOOL GROUP YARNING
We recently received an invi-

tation from the Latrobe Valley 
Spinners and Weavers to join 
them in a social visit to their 
group. Many of our ladies were 

able to attend and received a very warm welcome. 
Our hosts had gone to a lot of trouble to ensure 
that our members had a good time - they put on 
a lovely spread of morning and afternoon tea, as 
well as serving up a beautiful lunch. They’d pre-
pared a lovely display of some of their work for us 
to peruse. Many of our members returned home 
with lovely door prizes as well. All in all, a very 
happy day was enjoyed by our members and we 
look forward to reciprocating in the near future. 
Many of our members are presently knitting oc-

topi for prem babies. The idea is for the tiny babies 
to hold on to the tentacles of the octopus, hence 
their hands are occupied and they’re not so likely 
to pull on the many leads that are attached to their 
tiny bodies.
During Carla’s recent sojourn up north she com-

pleted a beautiful blanket from her left-over sock 
yarn. As you can see we don’t even stop knitting 
while on holidays.
Quite a few of our ladies had items on display at 

the recent Art Show and two were fortunate to 
have a sale, which was a bonus for them.
We’ve had a very productive year with our vari-

ous projects and welcomed a few new members 
and lost two much loved past members in Judy 
Nolan and Joan Primrose, but they’ve left us with 
lots of very happy memories.
We are looking forward to our Christmas lunch 

at the Boolarra Community Hotel, then after a lit-
tle break we’ll be back again mid January. If you’d 
like more information regarding joining Wool 
Group, you can phone me on 0400 722 716.

Lois Thornton.
Member.

Plant-dyed hand spun yarn.

CHURCHILL HOT BREAD
For ALL your

BREAD & PASTRY
requirements

HOT PIES
Take-away Cappucino

& Lattes
Now available

CATERING AVAILABLE
Monday to Friday - 7am - 5.30pm
Saturday & Sunday - 7am - 2pm

5122 3255

 Special octopus toys designed for premature babies.

Display at the Latrobe Valley Spinners and Weavers .

Carla’s blanket from left over 
sock yarn.
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7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra Vic 3870 
Ph: 03 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523 

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE
Christmas trading hours for December
Mon-Fri  9am – 5.30pm, Sat            9am – 12pm
Closed 25 December – 28 December, Open 29 December 9am – 5pm
Open 30 December 9am -11am, Closed 1 January, 
Open 2 January 9am – 5pm 
Open: Monday to Friday, 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturdays, 9.00am to 11.00am except long weekends we will be closed.

Supplying all Australia Post Products - including Express, International
and Registered mail, Stamps, Packaging etc. Photocopying & Fax Service. 

Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals are also 
available. We also have some Gift Cards. 

Banking services are available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can help you 
do a Western Union Money Transfer. Travel Money/Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. 
Load & Go Visa Cards available here as well as the Travel Visa cards. Electoral Roll Application 

forms are available here. Senior Card applications are also available.
We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.

We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, 
and the 5 cent box to raise money for the Stompers.

 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you are enti-
tled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery. 

You may set up an email notification with us when mail is awaiting collection (Mail2Day).

Merry Christmas to everyone and have a safe and happy new year from 
Mary & Shannon & Team

The Yinnar Community Garden was estab-
lished in 2011 and is a unique project deliv-
ering on the community's vision for a sus-
tainable and creative garden. The garden 
has a central feature of a beautiful cosmic 
mosaic that is surrounded by brick paved 
paths that define lushly planted radiating 
garden beds of edible fruits, vegetables and 
herbs along with useful plants for pollina-
tors. 
The garden is a living educational resource 
and is managed organically (no nasty 
chemicals) with sustainable practices in 
mulching, composting, water saving and 
soil enriching practices. The garden has 
hosted over 25 free community workshops 
and has been built with many recycled and 
reclaimed products and labour from par-

ticipants at these workshops. 
Since 2014, the garden has been run sole-
ly by volunteers who meet on a weekly or 
twice weekly basis to share ideas and work 
in the garden. Now in it’s sixth year, the gar-
den is an independent membership based 
incorporation with over 40 members. The 
garden hosts community tours and en-
gages with other community groups who 
participate in the garden for educational or 
recreational purposes.
Early this year the Yinnar Community 
Garden gratefully received a small grant 
from the Mirboo North Community Foun-
dation for the Amphitheatre Steps project. 
This project enabled the completion of the 
outdoor auditorium facility that the garden 
offers by linking the gazebo and the cen-
tral mosaic space together thus allowing 
for different or co-related activities with 
differing seating arrangements. The steps 
were built by Rob Evison of Mirboo North 
concreting.
As well as this, the grant assisted with the 
construction and planting out of two new-

ly established garden beds adjacent to the 
gazebo, with plants and herbs purchased 
from the Mirboo North Town Nursery. 
Youth from Interchange (an organisation 
for people with disabilities) have eagerly 
engaged with this project over many fort-
nightly visits this year and they love the 
opportunity to learn new stuff about land-
scaping and food, and try new tastes and 
have new experiences.
David Winwood one of the supervisor’s 
from Interchange Morwell, says that the 
youth “get a lot out of coming to the gar-
den, and one of the most popular programs 
Interchange do is being part of the Yinnar 
Community Garden. 
“It’s a very positive experience for the par-
ticipants” says David.“They love getting 
recognition for what they do” and he hopes 
the program will be ongoing. 
Corey, says he enjoys his time in the gar-



Page:  17   The Boolarra Link - December 2017

SEATING FOR 24 PASSENGERS PLUS YOUR DRIVER TO GET YOU 
TO YOUR FUNCTIONS.

FOR ALL YOUR GROUP TRAVEL NEEDS INCLUDING BOOKING 
FORMS, POLICY AND PRICING INFORMATION 

EMAIL
busbookings@yinnar.vic.au

 

 

den because he likes to be “really busy and 
useful” and he has wheelbarrowed count-
less piles of mulch. Jake is always keen to 
get to the garden and he enjoys watering 
and is very protective of any little frogs and 
critters that may need to be moved during 
construction. Alice is studying gardening 
and she likes to apply her learning and ask 
questions about the ‘how to’ of gardening 
and Sophie has enjoyed planting seeds and 

preparing the dried herbal 
teas for bagging up.
Feeling part of the communi-
ty is important for the partic-
ipants and four of the partici-
pants have become members. 
They and their families were 
delighted to see pictures and 
appreciation of their work in 
the garden member’s e-news. 
The YCG Committee is so 
glad to have been able to en-
rich the experience of Inter-
change in the garden with the 
purchase of colourful peren-

nials, herbs and flower seeds that they have 
enjoyed planting so much and will see de-
velop over months to come.
Working bees in the Yinnar Community 
Garden are held every Wednesday morn 
10am-12pm (earlier if hot), and every sec-
ond and fourth Saturday arvo from 1.30-
3.30pm (later if too hot). You are however 
likely to find someone in the garden most 
Saturday afternoons, so do pop in. Mem-

bership is $10 per year and produce 
is shared at working bees.
For information about working 
bees contact President Sari on 0423 
177 097, For further info or tours, 
memberships or school visits con-
tact Secretary Cath at yinnarcg@

gmail.com or come along to the garden 
and have a chat.
The Yinnar Community Garden is found 
via an access track adjacent to Arc Yinnar 
which is in the Main Street of Yinnar. The 
garden is for visitors, supporters, mem-
bers, the elderly and the young - the gar-
den is for everyone - so come along and 
enjoy the ambience. Until then - happy 
gardening and thanks again Mirboo North 
Community Foundation for your wonder-
ful support.

Cath Thompson,
Secretary, 
Yinnar Commu-
nity Garden. 

Note: pictures 
were available 
with consent 
from Interchange 
and participants.

  Young people from Interchange Morwell have been helping 
  out in the Yinnar Community Garden.

Phone: 5169 6754 Mobile: 0409 356 480

J.H. Fox
Licensed R.E.C 3822

Electrical Contractor

Stove &Hot Water 
Repairs & Service

Rural & Domestic
Property Maintenance
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BOOLARRA MEN’S SHED 

Active In Our Community
The Shed took part in the Boolarra-wide 
garage sale on Sunday, 12 November 2017 and 
raised much needed dollars to continue with 
the running of the Shed. On that day, mem-
bers of the Korumburra Shed called in for a 
chat and they were impressed with what we 
have achieved in Boolarra.
On Wednesday, 15 November 2017 ten 
members went on our annual fishing trip to 
San Remo and 40-odd members and their 
partners enjoyed our Christmas dinner at the 
Morwell Club.
We are continuing to assist with the resto-
ration of a wooden hulled speed boat for 
a resident of our town and we have helped 

a number of residents with 
home repairs and furniture 
restoration. We have built pos-
sum boxes for Landcare and 
a vehicle mounted wooden, 
lockable storage box for a 
chainsaw for the Wednesday 
Warriors in Mirboo North.
We recently donated a lock-
able cupboard to the Pony 
Club and also boot pullers and 
horse shoe coat hangers for 
their Christmas raffle.
We built the cabinet for the 
Boolarra free library, the rein-
deer and sleigh to be displayed 
at the BCDG Christmas 
Carols as well as the Father 
Christmas Face street deco-
rations. We also have rough 

sawn pine slabs ($80 each) and 200mm x 75mm 
pine sleepers ($35 each) for sale at the Shed.
Our hardwood, timber slatted park benches 
with cast iron ends are continuing to sell like 
hot cakes so if you are in the market get in quick 
before you miss out. We currently have 4 in stock 
ready to walk out the door for Christmas. They 
are an absolute bargain at only $200 each. Also 
available are custom made coffins for humans, 
cats and dogs.
Monthly BBQ’s/luncheons at the Shed are con-
tinuing to be very well attended, so if you would 
like to come along and meet us, they are held on 
the last Monday each month at around 12 noon.
To the males in the Boolarra and district com-
munity who have not experienced the camara-
derie of the Boolarra Men’s Shed, why don’t you 
come along on any Monday or Wednesday from 
10am to 4pm and have a chat and a cuppa or a 
soft drink. You might be surprised what the Shed 
and its members hold in store for you.

  Our hardwood, timber slatted park benches with 
   cast iron ends are continuing to sell like hot cakes.

  For the Pony Club a very neat lockable cupboard.

  Santa Claus decoration at the Men’s Shed.

  Ornate benches under construction.

  Sawn timber you can buy directly 
from the Shed.
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Boolarra Bowls 
and Recreation Club

We have started the first few rounds of the WGBA 
Saturday Pennant Competition with plenty of en-
thusiasm and mixed results. There is still plenty of 
season left and we have players improving every 
week. Our newcomers have enjoyed their games 
so far and with gentle coaching from our more 
experienced players will surely enjoy it more. Our 
club games have just started and are played on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4pm onwards.
On Sunday 12 November, the Bowls Club cele-

brated their 60th birthday with an Invitation Day 
Fours Competition. Korumburra, Mirboo North, 
Yinnar, Meeniyan, Longwarry and Morwell Clubs 
as well as Boolarra, fielded teams for the day. Mor-
well Club were the champions on the day. Bowlers enjoyed a beautiful 
smorgasbord lunch supplied by Boolarra Store and a slap-up afternoon 
tea with the traditional sponge cake and various slices made by our 
members. A 1987 DVD of the Singles Championship match between 
Eddie Wilson (first Men’s President) and Arthur Robbins was viewed 
(thanks to Bob Wilson for this) as well as the players socialising after 
the match (quite entertaining!). Many familiar local faces were recog-
nised.
A history display of Boolarra Bowls Club was available to view. Many 

thanks to Boolarra Historical Society, Russ Rogers, Natalie Roy, Gary 
Pederson and Terry Parker for contributing items for this. It is still 
on display and can be viewed when the Club is open on Tuesday and 
Thursday from 4pm until end of November.
The official 60th birthday cake was cut by Joy Prior and Brian Gilbert, 

two of the longest serving members of the Club. Both these members, 
who are Life Members, have contributed not only in playing bowls but 
working for the Club over those years.
The Bowls Club now has an official website so if you would like to 

know more about the club go to www.boolarrabowls.club
Events coming up include our regular Triples Day on the 4th Monday 

of the month (except Christmas Day) and on Sunday 11 March 2018 
an Invitation Fours Day.
The Boolarra Bowls Club bar and facilities are open on Tuesday and 

Thursday at approx. 4pm. A range of drinks at great prices and fantas-
tic, friendly company will assure the visitor of an enjoyable stay.

Roz Carstairs,
Secretary.

The participants who bowled on Invitation Day Fours.

Boolarra Trail Blazers
We have had a great year, full of fun, fitness and fellow-

ship. This term we have had several walks in the Land-
care Mill Site and a walk around the town as well as our 
get together activities on the Oval. It is great to meet together and enjoy one an-

other’s company. We will have a short recess in January – maybe you can walk up the beach - I am 
off to Goolwa. 
Looking forward to starting again in February - Thursday 9am at the Oval. Keep fit and happy.

Phone John Lubawski on 5169 6494 or just turn up.
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Mirboo North & District Community Bank 
® Grants 2017

Since opening in 2010, the Mirboo North & 
District Community Bank® has contributed over 
$611,000 back to its communities. A Community 
Bank is owned by the Community (through local 
shareholders) and its profits go back into the lo-
cal district.
On Thursday 2 November, the Mirboo North 
& District Community Bank® held their annual 
AGM and Grants Presentation Night. This year’s 
grant recipients between them received just 
under $44,000. It was a pleasant evening of giving 
and receiving with plenty of networking opportu-
nities to be had over a cuppa.
The following are the successful 2017 grant re-
cipients:
Boolarra Community Development Group 
($ 6500) - Boolarra Community Sensory Theatre
This grant will go towards the purchase and 
installation of a Bell Harp sensory sculpture in 
Boolarra’s Railway Park. It serves to promote en-
gagement amongst locals of all ages and abilities.
Yinnar & District Memorial Hall 
($ 2341) - The final curtain. Their grant will help 
with stage two of upgrading the hall by installing 
new back curtains.  The other curtains were re-
placed through a previous grant from the Mirboo 
North & District Community Bank so now all of 
the stage curtains will be updated and fresh.
Mirboo North Bowling Club 
($ 5000) - New green. In order for the club to 
continue to facilitate its community programs, 
the Mirboo North Bowling Club wishes to install 
a synthetic bowling green for the benefit of all 
users and user groups. The current green is an 

outdated surface and is no 
longer suitable. 
The Walter J Tuck Rec-
reation Reserve 
($ 5000) – New stove in 
the kitchen. Since 2004, 
the kitchen facilities have 
not been upgraded. The 
facilities are used regularly 
by all user groups and 
community groups who 
rent the facilities. The cur-
rent stove was purchased second-hand and it is 
now in dire need of replacement.
Boolarra Community Development Group 
($ 5000) – Boolarra BMX track. The funds from 
this grant, supplemented with the local council 
grants will be used to build a BMX track in Bool-
arra Century Park. The track will be an asset to 
the park and the community, by complementing 
the existing Rail Trail and Skate Park and offering 
additional recreational opportunities for families.
Yinnar Preschool 
($ 2500) - Literacy and numeracy for life – the 
grant will help to increase the library with new 
and updated and gender equitable books and will 
also build upon the dramatic play resources. Ex-
isting recourses at Yinnar preschool are limited 
and dated.
Mirboo North Secondary College 
($ 7150) - Teen mental health first aid course. 
With the funding from the grant they will be able 
to offer a mental health course specifically de-
signed for year 9 to year 11 students to help build 
a deeper understanding of mental health issues as 
well as learning to recognise them.
Mirboo North Kindergarten 
($ 4000) -  Learning for life. To create a culturally 
sensitive outdoor play area through working with 
the local Koorie education support officer. It will 
feature an outdoor learning space with a learning 

stone at the centre.
Mirboo North & District U3A 
($ 3000) - Membership growth Initiative- The 
most recent start up community initiative, the 
U3A will use the funds to achieve a scale of 
membership that is needed to deliver the range 
and number of courses that will make the group 
self-sustaining. 
The Mirboo North Artspace 
($ 950) - Twiddle muffs – to run workshops 
using skilled community educators targeted at 
older adults in the local community who will also 
be encouraged to be involved in the program. 
This program is designed to be fun and enhance 
community wellbeing through community arts 
activities. 
Yinnar & District Community Association
($ 2500) – ‘me too’ toddlers track at Yinnar 
skatepark – To construct a track to enable tod-
dlers to ride tricycles, small scooters and pedal 
cars while older siblings are using the Yinnar 
skatepark. This will keep them safely and happily 
occupied. It will also encourage more parents 
to attend the skatepark, enabling both the older 
and younger children to demonstrate their riding 
skills to an appreciative audience.
If your community organisation has ideas for 
projects, why not apply for a grant in our next 
grants round? The 2018 Grants Round is ex-
pected to be open during July 2018.

Craig Young Butchery
Gourmet Meats

Specialising in bulk meats
Fresh Fish Friday

Have your stock slaughtered, cut-up, 
packed & frozen to your requirements

Phone Orders Taken
90 Ridgway, Mirboo North

Ph: 5668 1632
Superb Spit Roasts 

& Catering Available
Proprietors: Fiona & Craig Young

Grand Ridge
Computer Services
* New & Custom Built Systems

* Malware & Virus Removal
* Software Sales & Installation

* Advice & Assistance
* Upgrades & Configuration

* System Maintenance
* Notebooks & Netbooks

* Parts & Peripherals
* Printer Consumables

Ph: 5169 6473
Mob: 0429 696 473
grcs@internode.on.net

P O Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

  Smiles all round for the Community Bank grants 2017.

KEN GRAEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo North 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester 
& Service Centre
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Positive feedback about our first wedding
We hosted our very first wedding with approxi-

mately 80 guests on 7 October. The ceremony 
took place on the golf tee with the bride arriving 
in a black Hummer limousine. Creation of the 
aisle, flowers and all decorations were put togeth-
er by the team at the Hotel to create a picture-
perfect rustic setting. Both the BCH grounds and 
Lake Hyland in Churchill were used as bridal 
photography locations. The reception was hosted 
in the bistro, again with the hotel team re-organ-
ising and decorating the room so that it was al-
most unrecognisable! Tables were decorated with 
burlap, candles, and ivy. An alternate drop menu 
of the bride’s choosing was provided with three 
rotating meals. The bridal cake was beautifully 

decorated in a vintage style by Lyn Beatty and the 
night kicked off with drinks and music provided 
by Matt-Peter Fry. Feedback from all concerned 
was exceptionally positive. 
Monthly live music performances proving suc-

cessful
In line with BCH’s policy to support and encour-

age local musicians, three local bands have enter-
tained our patrons with our monthly live music 
program recently. Borderline had the patrons 
dancing in the bar in September, The Nigellas 
provided another lively performance in October 
and Exit Strategy entertained us with songs eve-
rybody knew and could sing along with in No-
vember.
On 9 December, Eric Collier will perform and 

on Friday 29 December we welcome local iden-
tity Truck’n with Tim, Tim Ryan, who will pre-
sent ‘Bidge’ Boyd and The Sheik of Scrubby Creek 
– Chad Morgan for a wonderful evening of Coun-
try Music. Pre-sale tickets for $15 are available 
from Eventbrite. Bookings are recommended. 
Cats in the Kitchen are playing in the bar on 20 

January.
Have your family Christmas Dinner with us
BCH is hosting its very first Christmas Day Feast 

from 11am to 2pm. A four course meal with 
trimmings and one complimentary beer, wine or 
soft drink. Avoid the preparation hassles and en-
joy Christmas with us. Book now to secure your 
table as places are going fast! Adults - $60 and 
Children $35. A 50 per cent deposit is requested 
asap after booking. 
Additional outdoor TV provided for Grand Prix 
Although it was televised in the bar, patrons were 

able to view the Phillip Island Grand Prix out-
doors when an additional TV was set up for their 
enjoyment. The BCH provided drinks at Happy 
Hour prices throughout the day. 
Melbourne Cup Day enjoyed by patrons
Free finger food was provided for patrons 

throughout the day as our patrons enjoyed the 

Melbourne Cup. A number of sweeps were con-
ducted with several participants very happy with 
their winnings. 
‘Closest to the Pin’ Golf Competition kicked off in 

November.
Both keen golfers and novices are playing in our 

Sunday afternoon fun golf activity. For only $5, 
participants are allocated 10 golf balls that they 
try to lob closest to the pin to win the prize pool 
or collect the jackpot if they get a hole in one.
As our Licenced area now includes the golf area 

on a Sunday afternoon, players can enjoy a beer 
while ‘encouraging’ their friends when they are 
about to tee off.
Beef Jerky is proving popular
Our Head Chef, Simon has been making pack-

ages of Beef Jerky and selling them in the bar for 
snacks. They are proving to be very popular.
Take Away Meals are in demand
Many locals are availing themselves of our take 

away meals that are available seven nights each 
week. 
Follow us to find out what is happening at the BCH
The BCH now owns their very own listing on In-

stagram, Google Maps, Trip Advisor and Street 
View and of course features regularly on Face-
book.
Gift Vouchers available 
Attractive gift vouchers with envelopes are avail-

able from the BCH. These may made be redeemed 
for either alcohol or meals. They make a great last 
minute gift.

BCH Management and Staff would like to wish 
you a Merry Christmas and thank you for your 
patronage throughout 2017.

Dave O’Brien.

‘Closest to the Pin’ Golf Competition.

All is set for the bride and guests to arrive.

The bistro has been rearranged for the 
wedding reception.      
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With presentation night being held after the sub-
mission date of the last Link we have one more 
award that was not mentioned in the last issue:
The Netball Presidents Trophy was awarded to 
Carrie McGlade for her hard work and dedica-
tion to the Club. Carrie is always willing to help 
out, from planning pre-season activities, being 
involved in the Social Committee, assisting with 
coaching and player development and managing 
the canteen - she always keeps busy. Carrie will 
be managing the canteen again next year with 
her Mum and Dad, hopefully introducing some 
healthy options. Congratulations Carrie!
Well another season has come and gone and it’s 
time to start thinking about next year and what 
we can do to help out our Club. We recently had 
the AGM and Faye Taylor has returned to the po-
sition of Treasurer. Faye has been doing the job 
for many years. She is an awesome treasurer and 
we really appreciate her commitment. All other 
positions as this stage remain unfilled as Ann Re-
iske would like to step down from the position of 

President and take some time off as she has held 
many positions in the club over a very long time. 
Our secretaries, Melissa Grima and Kayla Pike, 
would like a change of pace and have also vacated 
their positions, so there are places on the Netball 
Committee that need filling if there is someone 
that would like to take on an important role for 
the future of netball in our community.
It is comforting to know that we already have 
coaches committed for next season, especially for 
the junior teams and a couple of the senior teams. 
We are still trying to secure a senior coach but 
are certain we will be able to confirm in the near 
future.
Over the summer break, work on your fitness 
by getting out for a walk or a jog when you can 
and do your core strength exercises. Enjoy your 
Christmas break with family and friends and get 
ready for some activities in the summer. Keep an 
eye on the club page for information on pre-sea-
son activities.
Junior training (CINA) will begin with a BBQ and 
registration night on Thursday 8 February 2018 
when school goes back after the Christmas holi-
days but meanwhile junior netballers can practise 
your throwing and catching with friends, siblings 
or your Mum or Dad to keep active.
Many thanks to our dedicated sponsors once 
again. They are such a great support to our Club.

Jackie McGlade,
Boolarra Football Netball Club/Netball.

Boolarra 
Netball Club 

FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

CARDS 500 
and 

CHESS CLUB
On every Monday night (including 
Public Holidays) at the Boolarra 
Multi Purpose Building from 7pm 
till 9pm. 

Come join a delightful friendly group of 
players ranging from beginners to the seri-
ous competitive players.
Please bring a small plate. Tea and coffee will 

be provided.
Charge of $3 per person to cover cost of hall 

hire.
We do, however, need more chess players as 

there are only a few at present.

So if you like a casual game of chess or cards, 
please do join us. No obligation to attend 
every week. Just come when you can. 

Enquiries: 
0434 916 063, 
0408 177 406, 
0429 923 791.

Carrie McGlade was awarded the Netball Presidents Trophy.

vvv

Boolarra Store
9-11 Tarwin Street Boolarra

Eat in or take away Catering available
*Light meals *Coffee *Cakes *Fresh sandwiches & rolls 

*Fish & Chips *Burgers *Bakery pies, pasties, sausage rolls *Roast beef & gravy rolls
*Fresh bakery bread *Milk *Papers *Grocery items *Smokes *Gifts *Ice *Gas Bottles

Café open for breakfast, lunch, dinner
Roast lunch & dinner on Sunday’s eat in or take away

Hours: Mon-Fri open 6.00am. Weekends and holidays open 8.00am Phone 5169 6452 

H A Z E LW O O D
P R O P E R T Y

M A I N T E N A N C E
 • Small or Large Lawns
 • Gutters/Window Cleaning
 • Pruning/Weed Eradication

Mark & Sandra Maynard

MOBILE: 0412 549 376
PH/FAX: 03 5163 1782

pmhazel@bigpond.com 
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Boolarra Football 
Club 

FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

The Club held their Presentation Night at the Mor-
well Club in September and a great night was had 
by all that attended.

Senior award winners were:
Best and Fairest - Luke Conway
Runner Up 
Best and Fairest - Daniel Wilson
Most Consistant -Tom Reiske
Most Improved -  Tyler Birkbeck
Coaches Award -  Daniel Brick                                                    
Goalkicking Award - Chase Saunders

Reserves award winners were:
Best and Fairest - Glen Smith
Runner Up 
Best and Fairest - Tom Holley
Most Consistent -  Paul Davern 
Most Determined - Neil Kreun 
Best Improved - Billy Mazou
Coaches Award - Nicole McMahon

Fourths award winners were :
Best and Fairest -   Alex Devonshire
Runner Up 
Best and Fairest -   Jacob Carnes
Best Team Player -  Jayden McCormack
Most Determined -  Brandon Watson
Most Improved - Samuel Birkbeck
Best 1st Year Player - Tyler Scolyer

Boolarra Football Netball Club also awarded 
their Annual President’s Award Trophy to Thom-
as Beamish.
The Football Club has also started a new award 
being the Mayer Thorburn Award being for foot-

ball and off the ground 
work and commit-
ment around the Club 
and the inaugural win-
ner of this award was 
James Holmes.
Best Club Person 
was awarded to Anne 
and Greg Carter for 
their outstanding work in the Club Social Room 
kitchen. What beautiful meals they were. Thank 
you for all the effort that was put in this season.
Life memberships were awarded to Faye Taylor 
and Jean Beamish for their ongoing work and 
commitment to the Football Netball Club over a 
long period of time. Thank you from everybody 
at the Boolarra Football Netball Club and we all 
hope to see you again in 2018.
Boolarra Football Netball Club held its Annual 
General Meeting at the Social Rooms on 31 
October 2017. The following Committee was 
elected for Season 2018 President – Paul Dodds, 
Vice President - Simon Buglisi, Secretary –  Greg 
Carter, Minutes Secretary -  Kerry Alexander, 
Junior Vice President -  Peter Rennie, Treasurer 
– Paul Dodds and Junior Football Coordinator 
Peter Devonshire and General Committee – Rus-
sell McGlade, John Cargill,  Darren Napier, Jackie 
McGlade, Anne Carter, Cathleen Dodds,  Neil 
Lewis, Lyn Smith, Keith Holmes, Neville Gilpin, 
James Holmes, Monique Beamish, Matt Windsor, 
Anne Reiske, Faye Taylor, Mick Lewis and Dal 
Morris.
Coaching Appointments 2018
The Club has appointed 2011 Senior Boolarra 
Premiership Coach Tony Giardina back into 

the role as Head Coach of the Boolarra FNC 
for next season. Training has started already on 
a Wednesday night from 6pm onwards for all 
players. James Holmes has been appointed as As-
sistant Senior Coach of the Club for next season 
after a great job done in 2017.
The Reserves have appointed Mark Carnes as 
Coach after a five-year stint away from coaching. 
Before this, Mark was a successful coach at the 
Club coaching them to multiple finals appearanc-
es. Mark will be assisted by Thomas Beamish who 
has had coaching experience at the Club with the 
juniors.
The Fourths will be coached by reappointed 2017 
coach Damien McGrath who did a great job at 
the Club and won everybody's respect by the way 
he coached and interacted with the players and 
everyone at the Club. Damien will be assisted by 
2017 player Alex Devonshire and Samuel Birk-
beck who are new to coaching at football ranks.
Finally, we welcome Neil Lewis to the newly 
formed role of Director of Coaching and Player 
Development. Neil is an extremely passionate 
and hard-working Club person who will be an 
ideal link between players, coaches and Commit-
tee. 

2017 Senior 
Best and 

Fairest - Luke 
Conway.

2017 Reserves Best and Fairest Glen Smith.

The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to thank their 
valuable sponsors for Season 2017 and welcome them back for 

Season 2018 and ask that you get behind and support these businesses 
as they support our community club.

Morwell Club, Pro Rent, Tony Antonelli Accounting, Lincon Hire & Services, Bool-
arra Community Hotel, Mirboo North & District Community Bank,  Boolarra Fish Farm, 

Gibson Groundspread, Latrobe City, Yinnar Community Hotel,  Boolarra Post Office, Boolarra 
Store, Trafalgar Mens & Boyswear, Jims Building Inspections, Tradeweld, Valley Trophy Centre, 
Strzelecki Plumbing,  Soroptimist International, J Smith Motors, Monacellars Wine & Spirits, 
Palms Apartments, Gippsland Solar, Prosper Valley Excavations, Cervis Equipment, Riviera 
Display Kitchens, Mirboo North Golf Club, Kennedy Haulage/ Driffield Quarries, Prosper Val-
ley Gravel, Out of Dough, Willaton Transport, Devtree Pty Ltd, BJ Bennett & Co Real Estate,  

Benson Timber & Hardware, Pizza Boys Morwell, Latrobe Valley Funeral Services, Belle-
banne, Gatts Panel Works, Willys Bobcat Hire,  Norm Oliver Butchers, Bellebanne, 

ETU,  Gippsland Printers, Yinnar Milk Bar & Country Cafe, Mirboo North 
Hardware,  GM Conveyancing, Young Signs,   Samantha Brick Health & 

Massage, Russell Northe, McDonalds, Morwell Tenpins,  Alfresh 2 
Go, Websters Butcher Yinnar.

Boolarra Football Netball Club wishes 
all their coaches, players, supporters and 
families a great season in 2018 and a very 
Merry Christmas. Merry Christmas and 
have a safe New Year to the Community of 
Boolarra from everybody at the Boolarra 
Football Netball Club and please support 
our Club in 2018!! 


