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Continued page 3.

This year has seen many happenings across the district 
and we have been honoured to share these stories with you. 

We greatly value your support - whether you are an advertiser, 
article writer or reader.  For without you, we simply would not exist. 
Thank you!
And as we head into this Festive Season, we would like to wish you, your 
family and friends a wonderful Christmas and a joyous and safe New Year.  
May 2019 bring you happiness and prosperity and we look forward to shar-
ing more stories of the people and places that make Boolarra, Budgeree, Bool-
arra South, Yinnar South, and Darlimurla great places to live.

Luke Potter,
President ,

             The Boolarra Link.

 There is currently a proposal for a bike path connecting the towns of Boolarra and Yinnar, with fu-
ture thoughts of extending this through to Morwell, joining onto the Morwell-Traralgon Bike path. 
There are three possible paths that this could take but if you have different ideas, please contact either 
the Boolarra Community Development Group or the Yinnar and District Community Group to pass 
along your ideas. Once it has been identified that there is enough interest in this proposal, meetings 
will be organised with the community and various groups: Latrobe City, Gippsland Water, Vic Roads, 
Department of Justice, DELWP, and Parks Committee to further investigate the routes and the cost 
associated with the proposal.   
See page 3 of a brief description of the three possible routes.  

Lois’ hats for  Christmas presents.

WOOL GROUP YaRninG

See article 
on page 5.

Bike Path
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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 

Committee unless acknowledged
 as such. 

No endorsement of products or 
services is implied by the listing of 

advertisers or sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the 

Committee takes no responsibility
 for errors.

THE BOOLARRA LINK 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Committee members are:
Luke Potter - President - 0418 530 682
Matt Ryan - Treasurer 
Alan Hall - Secretary
Paula Ryan - Advertising Officer
Sylvia Sauppe -Editor - 5169 6321
Alan Hall - Sub editor
Alan Hall - Proof reading
Dave Holt - Proof reading
Phil Robins - Proof reading
Tammy Richards - Photographer - 5169 6328
Paula Ryan - Photographer - 0413 844 660

Feedback, articles, photos and correspondence 
can be provided via email to 

editorthelink@gmail.com or by letter 
addressed to The Boolarra Link and dropped 

off with Mary or Shannon at the 
Boolarra Post Office. 

Website: thelink.boolarra.vic.au

BOOLARRA LINK ADvERTISINg

Advertisements are in blocks of 8cm WIDE 
x 10cm HIGH

Blocks can be arranged side by side 
or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks - $28.00

Additional blocks $28.00

BLaCK and WHiTE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance.

From Page 1.

One of the great features of our celebration has 
been the opportunity to recognise some of the 
unsung heroes of our town: the volunteers who 
do so much in so many spheres to make our town 
the rich, vibrant community it is.
The Development Group is once again seek-
ing nominations from individuals, community 
groups and clubs of people or groups you believe 
deserve recognition for their contribution to our 
community. If you wish to nominate someone 
then please fill out the attached nomination form 

and drop it in at the Post Office.
If you’re free to give a hand on the day, please give 
me a call. It’s a great way to meet people if you’re 
new to the community.

Colin Brick,
Boolarra Community Development Group,
5163 1212,

2019 Australia Day Boolarra Community 
Recognition Award

To celebrate our National Day, and the wonderful 
spirit in our lovely town, the Development Group 
has developed a tradition of having an Australia 
Day Breakfast in the Park which has gone from 
strength to strength.
On Monday 26 January, from 8.30am until 10am 
in Railway Park, we will be providing egg and 
bacon sandwiches and snags, tea and coffee, and 
some drinks for the kids. We’ll raise the flag, and 
sing the anthem, have some fun activities for all 
the family, and generally have a good time!

Colin Brick,
Boolarra Community Development Group,
5163 1212.

H a Z E LW O O D
P R O P E R T Y

M a i n T E n a n C E
 • Small or Large Lawns
 • Gutters/Window Cleaning
 • Pruning/Weed Eradication

Mark & Sandra Maynard

MOBiLE: 0412 549 376
PH/FaX: 03 5163 1782

pmhazel@bigpond.com 

2019 Boolarra Community 
Celebration

Program
   Commence breakfasts  8.30
Commence activities  9.00

•  Sack races, egg and spoon race   
 and other children’s activities,  
 Gumboot throwing

•  Talking to the friends you haven’t  
 seen since … 

•  Australiana trivia   
   
Present certificates   9.45  
Flag raising and    10.00 
National Anthem  
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Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander,  
Contact Dave for Free Quotes

Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au
Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley gravel

 

Route 1 - Ashfords Track (Purple)
This path would follow on from the current path 
along Hirsts Road, along Macintoshes Road 
to Ashford’s Track, through to Vaggs Road to 
Monash Way and along Monash way, Yinnar 
Road into Yinnar.
This route would require the least amount of in-
frastructure and preparation i.e. requiring an off 
road path along Hirsts Road, Macintoshes Road, 
and Vaggs Road, while using the existing Ashford 
Road.  It does however have a steep hill at both the 
start and end of the path (Macintosh Road and 
Vaggs Road).
Route 2 – Rail Trail (Yellow)
This path would attempt to follow the old rail trail 
from Boolarra to Yinnar.
While Gippsland Water has an easement over the 
old rail line for their pipeline and are happy for a 
path to be made, roughly half of the trail is crown 
land, and the other half is owned privately. It will 
not go through private land unless an agreement 
can be reached with the owners.
This would require negotiations with local land-
holders as to possible routes through their private 
property, gates etc. This is why there are a number 
of off shoots from the trail; possible routes to avoid 
private property as much as possible, it would also 
require at least two bridges to be constructed.  

Route 3 – Monash Way (Red) 
This path would follow alongside Monash Way, 
from Boolarra to Yinnar.
Vic Roads are open to having a path along 

Monash Way between the towns. The path needs 
to be at least nine metres from the road or have a 
physical barrier between the path and the road. 
There are portions of the proposed path where the 
road gets closer than nine metres and requiring a 
physical barrier. This route would require at least 
four bridges to be built. Part of this path could run 
along Guthrie’s Hill road to Schiebels Road, and 
back to Monash Way.  
One of the benefits of this path would be creating 
a path that residents along Monash Way would be 
able to use, to either walk or ride, into Yinnar or 
Boolarra.

All paths would have the same finish point; com-
ing into Yinnar via Monash Way, along Yinnar 
Road on the grass verge until meeting Creamery 
Road. At this point the path would return to the 
old rail trail, going behind the Gippsland Water 
pump station, requiring a bridge and coming out 
at the Yinnar Skate Park.
There are survey forms in the Boolarra Store, 
Boolarra Post Office, Yinnar Butchers, Yinnar 
Farm and Hardware, Yinnar Farm and Fuel, Yin-
nar General Store, Yinnar Post Office and Café 
3869 for your input.

CHURCHILL HOT BREAD
For ALL your

BREAD & PASTRY
requirements

HOT PiES
Take-away Cappucino

& Lattes
Now available

CATERING AVAILABLE
Monday to Friday - 7am - 5.30pm
Saturday & Sunday - 7am - 2pm

5122 3255

Bike Path
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Knitting Kits Australia

For your convenience selected kits are 
now available at Boolarra General Store 

and Boolarra Emporium.

Kits feature natural fibre yarns, pattern and any 
accessories needed to complete your project. 

Needles available separately.

Knitting Yarns by Mail
114 Fox & Fanckes Rd Boolarra South

Open by appointment only
Phone Alison : 0408 992 927

Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au
Orders delivered free to Boolarra Street addresses

Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water and 
Battery Storage. We specialise in pre-
mium quality systems, backed up by 

old-fashioned Customer Service.

LocaL company - based in 
TraraLgon & mirboo norTh
Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add	value	to	your	home
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
call us now for a Free in-home quotation

phone: 1300 447 765
cherry@gippslandsolar.com.au 

www.gippslandsolar.com.au

Solar Power ✴ Solar Hot Water ✴ Battery Storage

Vale 
Alan Bruce Hall 

11-10-1926 to 05-10-2018 
This article reproduced with kind permission of 
Churchill and District News, Issue Number 155, 17 
November 2016.
‘Bruce was born on 11 October 1926 at Albert 
Road Hospital, South Melbourne. Each time 
there was a baby his mother Alison had to travel 
to Melbourne in case of emergency, because local 
roads were so bad. Bruce Hall always wanted to 
be a farmer, an open-air man, not locked up in 
some office job. 
He was very fond of animals - cows, horses, sheep 
and pigs which he fed for seven years. His fam-
ily has been in the Budgeree area for genera-
tions. Through his 90 years, Bruce has seen many 

changes. In 1928 he saw Kingsford Smith fly over 
in his “great big plane with three engines”. He re-
member sanding (grading) the road with horses 
and tip trays. The first graders were pulled by 
horses. Then came the power grader. “Where are 
the horses?” was a question asked. 
The 1934 flood of Morwell River was terrible. The 
road in Boolarra was closed due to several land-
slides. These were cleared with pick and shovel, 
horse and scoop. Fox’s Bridge was washed away 
and abutments of bridges near Boolarra were 
compromised. 
The 1944 bushfire went right past the house about 
half a mile away. Seven houses were burnt on 
that day. They couldn’t milk that night due to the 
closeness of the fire. Some Yinnar people came 
out to help beat out the fire using beaters made 
of bran bags.
In World War II Bruce joined the VDC (Vol-
unteer Defense Corps). They did training and 
learned what to do if the Japanese landed here 
- retreat to the Baw Baw mountains. Bruce saw 
a Japanese aeroplane fly over here one morning. 
It was the one that flew over Yallourn. There was 
gunfire heard on one occasion which turned out 
to be artillery practice at Wilsons Promontory. 
Being a dairy farmer he saw many changes from 
hand milking to machine. During the war years 
petrol was rationed as it was very scarce. Kerosene 
was used to run the milking machines. Horses 
were used for the main farm jobs. Bruce would 
plough up to 70 acres for cattle feed and 30 acres 
for maize. Harvesting was a big task. He also had 
a large potato patch. Bruce rode a horse to round 
up the cattle for 30 years. He was charged by an 
Ayrshire bull twice but he survived.
In 1955, the farm had its first tractor and the 
horses lost their pride of place. Up to 230 cows 
were milked by Bruce and his brothers, which 
took about three and a half hours.  He attended 
Budgeree State School receiving his Merit Certifi-

cate at age thirteen. He was required to do cor-
respondence school until the age of fourteen and 
a half. In all the years of farming he never became 
sick of the job. He said he was overworked and 
underpaid but he loved it. He had two good dogs 
which were a great help.
The first wireless the family had did not have a 
speaker but earphones. His dad would listen with 
the earphones and the children would get up very 
close and be very quiet so they could hear too. 
The telephone exchange was located at Roy’s, so 
you rang there and they would put you through 
to the exchange in Boolarra. It was one of those 
you dialed with the mouthpiece and moveable era 
piece attached to the wall.
Bruce married in 1959 and he and his wife had 
four children – Alison, James, Lyndel and Alan. 
Electricity was connected in 1963. Bruce was 
very community minded and was secretary of the 
Budgeree Hall committee for 17 years and treas-
urer for 10 years; Chairperson of the Boolarra 
Historical Society for 22 years, secretary of the 
Gippsland Ayrshire Cattle Club for 14 years and 
Boolarra representative of the Rural Ratepayer’s 
group for nine years. 
To celebrate his wonderful healthy 90 years Bruce 
and his close family had a dinner at the Churchill 
Hotel as he didn’t want a “big do”. ‘
Postscript: Bruce was diagnosed with bladder 
cancer in late 2016, which metastasized; he also 
developed a separate, rare lung condition in early 
this year 2018. The combination of these issues 
made normal cancer treatments unviable – hence, 
he unfortunately succumbed to these illnesses, 
and died with the company and comfort of family 
at Maryvale Private Hospital, 5 October 2018.

Alan Hall.

Mobile 
Hair Dresser

all cuts $30 
yes I come to you

Call Danielle on 
0467 710 990

Bruce Hall at the Budgeree Hall 
Centenary.
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Sue is taking a break from spin-
ning her stash of fleeces and is 
now knitting sock wool lefto-

vers into tiny booties for new babies expected in 
the family soon; a great niece and great nephew. 
Lori’s knitting children’s tops and as usual lots of 
socks. She’s also working on a summer top for 
herself, and she’s also received many orders from 
her granddaughter for her new baby.
Kate has recently finished a blue jumper for her-
self and her most recent project is a sweater for 
herself in a wool/alpaca/silk mix in a golden 
sunset shade to allow a new jacket an outing. As 
soon as the wool on order has arrived, she’ll be 
knitting a Gryffindor scarf for her granddaughter 
for Christmas.
Anne L is continuing on with her scarf and slow-
ly wearing it down.
Rugs in multi colours (like Joseph’s Coat) are 
the chosen project of Carla and Margaret, a very 
large project with lots of stitches and knitting in-
volved - a family heirloom in the making I reck-

on. Rosslyn’s filling in her time with slip-
pers for the breast cancer packs and baby 
slippers for the market.
A hat for her grandchild in school col-
ours is Menga’s project on the go at pre-
sent.
Denise has just started a magic square 
blanket. Judith is knitting a stunning 
baby jacket in multi-coloured sock yarn. 
Elizabeth has put her knitting aside at 
the moment and is sewing a quilt with 
an Alice in Wonderland design.
Over the past couple of months, I’ve been 
knitting hats and beanies for grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren to go into 
their Christmas parcels.
Wool Group meets every Thursday from 
11.30am at the Multi Purpose building, 
the cost is $3.50 to cover our tea/coffee 
and rent expenses and we have a shared 
lunch on the first Thursday every month. 
If you’d like more information, call 0400 
722 716.

Lois Thornton.
Member.

WOOL GROUP YaRninG

River Road  
Electrical Services

Domestic, Rural
Industrial, 

Commercial
Bruce Craddock

Mobile: 0427 696 640

 rec 9532

On the Hill
natural Therapy Centre

1 Bishop Street, Boolarra

Practitioner: Rhonda Clark
In Boolarra on Wednesdays

From 10:00am to 4:00pm

SPECiaLiSinG in BOWEn THERaPY
(Bowtech®)

Muscle & connective tissue movement for
Aches, pains, strains, sprains & post-op rehab.

Treatment cost: $50.00
Concession or Pension Card Holders $40.00

Massage (back, legs & arms) $30.00 per half hour
Hand or foot spa with some reflexology $50.00 

per one hour treatment
Treatment fees are refundable by most Private Health Funds

Phone Rhonda on: 0416 148 104

Yinnar  Fuel
 & Farm Supplies

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREaT RanGE – GREaT SERViCE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

+

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240
52 Main Street, Yinnar Vic 3869

Right: Kate modeling her recently completed 
jumper.

Photo from Page 1.

http://www.boolarralink.org.au 
The Boolarra Link has a new website, 

we have started to publish past arti
cles and uploaded past editions. 

Go and check it out.
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KEn GRaEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo north 3871

aLL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
after Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester 
& Service Centre

 »

 » new & Custom Built Systems
 » Malware & Virus Removal

 » Software Sales & installation
 » Advice & Assistance

 » Upgrades & Configuration
 » System Maintenance

 » notebooks & netbooks
 » Parts & Peripherals

 » Printer Consumables

grcs@internode.on.net
PO Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

Ph: 5169 6473 
Mob: 0429 696 473

  Grand Ridge
 Computer Services

Community Bank has another successful year  
The Community Bank for Mirboo North and Dis-
trict has again produced impressive financial and 
community outcomes this year. At its AGM and 
Grants Night last week, Marg Lynn, the Chair of 
the Board, announced increased profits, which 
enabled increased grants and a larger than usual 
dividend to shareholders. 
Marg said “as a result of excellent profits from 
our customers increasing their business with us, 
we have given much more in grants to commu-
nity organisations and our best dividend yet from 
these profits. Profits enable the Community Bank 
to invest in community organisations that in turn 
strengthen the community and facilitate broader 
community engagement”. 
As the sign on the Bank says, “Banking is our 
business, community is our purpose”.
Jan Head, Chair of the Grants Committee an-
nounced grants totalling $139,000 to eleven local 
organisations. Recipients described their projects 
to an appreciative audience. The Hallston Me-
chanics Institute received $8,650 for heating and 
cooling, the Mirboo North Grainstore obtained 

$2,865 for a defibrilla-
tor, the Grand Ridge Rail 
Trail will have $10,000 to 
spend on a workout pod, 
St Andrews’ Child Care 
has $3,000 for outdoor 
play spaces, Yinnar-
Boolarra Boomerang 
Bags were granted $1,521 
for expanding their sew-
ing work, Boolarra Me-
morial Hall gets $3,428 
for a new stove, Bool-
arra Bowls and Recrea-
tion Club will buy a new 
fridge with their $800, 
Mirboo North Artspace 
received $250 to facili-
tate engagement, and Mirboo North Secondary 
College were granted funding of $3,500 for new 
lab coats. Two special grants that have been pre-
viously announced were presented: $5,000 to 
MCDI as the Bank’s contribution to employing 
the Community Project Officer, and, proudly ac-
knowledged by Branch Manager Alan Bannister, 
$100,000 to the Swimming Pool Fund.  
The Board declared a dividend of 5 cents on their 

shares. This dividend means a return of 
5% to shareholders this year, and 25% 
return in total on their original invest-
ment. Most shareholders bought their 
shares in 2010 in order to provide the 
Community Bank with the working 
capital to open for business. They were 
thanked for their loyalty and their faith 
in this enterprise that has really proved 
its worth to the community in the last 
eight years. There are always shares 
available to be bought, as people move 
on or need a lump sum for something.

Four volunteer directors were re-appointed to 
the Board, namely Matt Gleeson (Boolarra), 
Thomasin Bales (Mirboo), John Butler (Yinnar), 
and Warren Warner (Mirboo North). Marg Lynn 
announced that she is standing down as Chair 
though she remains on the Board. The Board 
conducts its elections of office bearers at their No-
vember meeting. Other board members who will 
continue in their positions are Anne Marie Diep-
erink, Jan Head, Marg Thomas and Colin Brick.
The Community Bank looks forward to providing 
excellent banking services for another year and 
growing its contributions to the community even 
further.

Mirboo North & District 
Community Bank® 
Branch

The Community Bank Grants Committee announced grants 
totalling $139,000 to eleven local organisations. 

The Community Bank AGM and Grants Night - 
an appreciative audience’.
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We are a technology company 
based in the local area and are 
looking for people that have a keen 
interest in technology, like work-
ing and sharing ideas with others, 
are great communicators and are 
looking for new challenges. 

If this is you, please send your re-
sume to us at info@charlie-mac.com 
and we'll be sure to get back to you 
soon.

vvv

Boolarra Store
9-11 Tarwin Street Boolarra

Eat in or take away Catering available
*Light meals *Coffee *Cakes *Fresh sandwiches & rolls 

*Fish & Chips *Burgers *Bakery pies, pasties, sausage rolls *Roast beef & gravy rolls
*Fresh bakery bread *Milk *Papers *Grocery items *Smokes *Gifts *Ice *Gas Bottles

Café open for breakfast, lunch, dinner
Roast lunch & dinner on Sunday’s eat in or take away

Hours: Mon-Fri open 6.00am. Weekends and holidays open 8.00am Phone 5169 6452 

Community Foundation 
pledges $550,000 to Pool 
Redevelopment.
In a dramatic announcement on Thursday 8 No-
vember, the Mirboo North & District Community 
Foundation pledged over half a million dollars to 
the Mirboo North Pool’s redevelopment project.  
The Community Foundation’s most significant 
financial commitment to date was announced at 
the opening of their new community connected 
space on Ridgway, Mirboo North.
The redevelopment of the Mirboo North Pool has 
been a project that has been building momentum 
for several years. For over a year now, the Friends 
of the Mirboo North Swimming Pool have been 

working towards a significant fundraising goal of 
$500,000 as the ‘community’ contribution to the 
redevelopment. The campaign kicked off with 
the Mirboo North & District Community Bank 
pledging $100,000 and it gained another boost re-
cently with the Friends of the Pool success receiv-

ing $175,000 in the Victorian 
Government’s Pick My Project 
grant program. 
However, with the initial fun-
draising goal in sight, South 
Gippsland Shire Council’s ten-
der process has indicated that 
the community would need to 
contribute a significant amount 
more if the project were to hap-
pen. It was at this time that the 
Community Foundation made 
their decision. “The Community 
Foundation has always believed 
in the importance of this project 
to the vitality of our community. 
The Mirboo North Swimming Pool is an inclu-

sive and accessible facility which 
strengthens the health and well-
being of the community, through 
the physical and social activities it 
encourages,” said Paul Pratt, Chair 
of the Community Foundation. “It 
is the primary summer gathering 
place for our district.”
“We are immensely proud”, he con-
tinued, “that through careful man-
agement we have been able to grow 
our funds and are in a position to 
offer this support without in any 
way impacting upon our other pro-
jects or grant programs. We are very 
excited to be working in partner-
ship with the South Gippsland Shire 
Council and the Friends of the Mir-
boo North Pool to secure the future 

of the Mirboo North Pool.”
The Friends of the Pool have now made a commit-
ment to raise $1m towards the redevelopment. To-
nya Wright, President of the Friends group, said, 
“Obviously it was a shock to us when it became 

clear that we would need to contribute such a large 
amount if we were going to achieve our goals, but 
this contribution from the Community Founda-
tion has made it possible. I think it is fair to say 
that when we first heard we were overwhelmed by 
the significance of the Community Foundation’s 
commitment. I think it speaks volumes for the 
strength of our community, it is hard to imagine 
any other area with our population base able to 
achieve what we are on the cusp of doing.” 
The fundraising will continue over the summer 
season with the Friends of the Pool launching the 
final phase of their campaign. With the total raised 
now at $850,000 a further $75,000 is required, as 
the Community Foundation has pledged to match 
every dollar raised in this phase of fundraising. “I 
know it seems like a lot” said Tonya, “but when 
you consider what we have achieved so far we are 
confident of getting the wider community support 
to get us over the line”.

IMAGE 7426 – IMG 7496 – Jodie Pincini of 
Friends of the Mirboo North Swimming Pool 
moving target up with Paul Pratt, Chair of Mirboo 
North & District Community Foundation looking 
on.

MNDCF new home - 96 Ridgway, Mirboo North.

Friends of the Mirboo North Pool Committee: L-R front: Tonya 
Wright (president) , Fred Couper, Carmel Quirk, Mary Baker and 
Leatha Peters. L-R back: Paula Calafiore and Jodie Pincini.
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FiRE RESTRiCTiOnS aRE nOW in 
FORCE
Fire restrictions came into force on 19 November 
this year. The ZERO TOLERANCE policy is in 
place again and police will be notified to attend if 
we are called to illegal fires, whether it be a careless 
negligent or a deliberate act. Guidelines to what 
you can and cannot do during the Fire Danger Pe-
riod can be found on the CFA website – www.cfa.
vic.gov.au . There are severe penalties in place for 
those who do not do the right thing.  
BE aWaRE OF THE FiRE inDEX
Have you noticed the FIRE INDEX SIGN as you 
enter Boolarra from Yinnar and do you know what 
the sign means? It is changed early each morning 
to give you an indication of what the fire danger 
will be for that day. Please observe it daily. You can 
also check this on the CFA website and through 
the Vic Emergency app.
aRE YOU PREPaRED FOR THiS FiRE 
SEaSOn?
Have you prepared your property by cleaning 
your spouting, removing highly flammable mate-
rials such as long grass and fallen branches and 
cut back overhanging trees from your house? 
Have you developed your home FIRE PLAN and 
practised it so everyone knows what they should 
do in an emergency? If you have a plan, now is the 
time to review and update it as necessary.
HELP US TO KEEP YOU SaFE
During the next few months we ask you to be 
alert, be aware, be observant and report any sus-
picious activity. There have been active arsonists 
operating in our area for years and we must work 
together to catch them. Take note of cars, rego 
numbers and descriptions of suspicious people as 
the vital information that you provide could save 
our community from a lot of misery. 
WE HaVE HaD a QUiET YEaR SO FaR.
We have been called out to fewer incidents this 
year, which is great. This suggests that our com-
munity is very well educated and informed around 
managing risk and any burning off. We hope it re-
mains quiet – it means we can spend more time 
doing the things we like to do. However, if you are 
ever concerned about something that does not 
seem right, call 000 and we will respond as needed.
a REMinDER aBOUT OUR EMERGEn-
CY aLERTinG SiREn
If you hear the siren at the station sound, it can 
mean one of two things – if it sounds for 90 sec-
onds only, it is being used to summons fire fight-
ers to the fire station to attend an incident. If it 
sounds CONTINUOUSLY for 5 MINUTES it is 
alerting the community about an emergency that 
may impact on it in the near future. It is a signal 
for members of the community to seek further in-
formation from ABC Radio or CFA Websites. It is 

NOT an EVACUATION signal.
BRiGaDE OPEn DaY
The Brigade was pleased with the increased num-
ber of locals who visited our station at the Open 
Day to find out more about preparing their prop-
erty for the fire season and preparing their Fire 
Plan. It was great to see so many children attend-
ing with their parents and to meet some of the 
newer residents in our community.
MERTOn GROUP TRaininG 
A number of brigades from the Merton Group 
visited Boolarra in September to participate in 
a pre-summer training session. Crews practised 
draughting, map reading, communications, hose-
bowling and water delivery, as well as burnover 
drills. This is part of the training and skills main-
tenance we do to prepare for the fire season.    
SanTa WiLL ViSiT BOOLaRRa On 
XMaS EVE aGain THiS YEaR
The annual Christmas Eve Lolly Run will take 
place again this year. Details of Santa’s route will 
be circulated later.
aLL LOCaL FiRE TRUCKS anD EQUiP-
MEnT WERE TESTED RECEnTLY
Every year, brigades from the Merton Group come 
together to test their tankers and equipment prior 
to the fire season. This year there were fewer in 
attendance due to Remembrance Day, but eight 
tankers, two Ultra Lights, Morwell’s Aerial Pump-
er, the Field Operations Vehicle and numerous 
Quick Fill pumps were tested in a drill at Federa-
tion Uni in Churchill. It was a great day. 
MORWELL RIVER CAMPERS 
We will continue to visit camp sites along the 
Morwell River over the Christmas and New Year 
period this year to advise visitors of the rules re-
garding camp and bonfires. In past years we have 
found that some campers are unaware of their 
responsibilities and due to limited or no phone 
service where they are camping are not aware of 
when TOTAL FIRE BANS have been declared. We 
keep a log book of the numbers and locations of 
campers in case evacuations are needed.
 JUniOR BRiGaDE 

The Junior Brigade continues to enjoy a range of 
skill based activities each fortnight. They have de-
veloped their understanding of fire science and 
behaviour, and how to use the equipment on both 
tankers. All of them are becoming very proficient 

in hose-bowling, water delivery, pump operation, 
map reading and radio communications.  We fin-
ished the year off with a day at Gumbuya World, 
with 130 juniors from other brigades across Dis-
trict 8, 9 and 27. They all had a fabulous time 
despite the rain. Juniors will resume in February 
next year. 
SERViCE aWaRDS PRESEnTED
At our recent Boolarra Fire Brigade Christmas 
Party, several of our valued members were pre-
sented with Service Awards for their contribution 
to the CFA. Congratulations are extended to our 
members who received awards:
5 Year Service 
Tyler Birkbeck, Bec Jessup, Jim Orr, Luke Wieban-
ga 
10 Year Service
Michelle Birkbeck
15 Year Service
Simon Pickett, Brett Ciantar
20 Year Service
Garry Healey
25 Year Service
Bruce Billingsley
GOODBYE TO THE BiRKBECK FaMiLY
At our Christmas gathering, we sadly said “good-
bye” to the Birkbeck family and wished them well 
for their new life in Mildura. Todd and Michelle 
have been dedicated members of the Brigade – 
Todd for 15 years and Michelle for 10. Both have 
held leadership roles in the Brigade over the years, 
have been junior leaders, delivered in school edu-
cation programs and have been regular attend-
ants at many incidents over the years, locally and 
in other areas. Both have been regular volunteers 
for Strike Team duties and have given many, many 
hours of service to the brigade and the community 
of Boolarra. Their eldest son Tyler was an inaugu-
ral member of the Junior Brigade and progressed 
from that to become a volunteer firefighter in the 
seniors. Both Samuel and Corey were also Junior 
Brigade members. The Birkbeck family have con-
tributed an enormous amount of time, energy and 
love to the Boolarra Fire Brigade and to the com-
munity. We will miss them immensely but wish 
them all the best for the next exciting phase of 
their lives.   

BOOLaRRa’S BURninG iSSUES
BOOLaRRa CFa nEWS

Lexie, Cater, Sam, Maddie, 
Ollie, Jaxon.

  Day at Gumbuya World, with 130 juniors.
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2018 has been a year of exciting changes at the Budgeree Hall.  We have 
successfully sourced a number of large grants.
We have
•	 Received	funding	from	Foundation	of	Rural,	Regional,	Renewal.	
(FRRR) for our new kitchen which was used of the first time at the Bud-
geree Christmas Tree on December 7.  
•	 We	have	received	a	Solar	PV	system	and	hot	water	system	from	
Department of Environment, Land Water and Planning (DELWP).  We 
are now producing more power than we can use and selling it back into 
the grid.
•	 The	Little	Gippsland	Brewing	Company	donated	the	most	amaz-
ing free standing cooker for the new kitchen.
•	 We	will	have	a	community	Defibrillator	installed,	with	training	
and maintenance in February 2019 from the Department of Sport and 
Recreation  
•	 A	grant	from	the	Latrobe	Valley	Authority	(LVA)	for	acoustic	
treatment, painting, both interior and exterior, sanding and sealing the 
floors, large covered deck, heating/cooling system.
Secretary of the Hall Committee, Leanne Potter said “since I joined the 

Hall Committee three years ago I had a vision 
in my head of the new kitchen but the day it 

was installed it absolutely 
took my breath away.  I 
could not believe we had 
achieved something so 
functional and beautiful.”  
Mrs Potter added “I can’t 
wait to see all the other 
refurbishments happen.  
It’s so exciting.  Having 
such an active community 
supporting us has made all 
the hard work so worth-
while.”
Mrs Jean Beamish, Presi-
dent of the Budgeree Hall 
Reserve Committee, said 
“our little hall was success-
ful in being chosen as only 
one of thirty public build-
ings in Gippsland for the 

Solar installation as unlike many little 
halls we had a strong vision of what 
we were wanting to achieve and were 
able to very effectively share that with the wider community and  make 
it happen. All these improvements, updates and additions mean the Hall 
will be a really comfortable modern space that represents community 
pride.” 
  Mrs Beamish went on to describe how the Budgeree Community has 
really had to pull together to ensure the success of the projects already 
completed. With a special thanks to the organisational skills of Adria 
Turner who has the wonderful tradies we use on speed dial and can 
schedule them in like clockwork.
Team Demolition, Edgar and Edith Owen, Jean Beamish, Adria Turner, 
Lindsey and Amber Rhodes, Alister and Gladys Hall, Luke, Leanne and 
James Potter came together to completely demolish the old kitchen and 
gut the room back to bare bones. Special thanks to Lauren Potter who 
turned up with much needed refreshments mid demolition.  
Mrs Beamish said “our vision for Budgeree is to have a sustainable, 
liveable relaxed lifestyle.  A place where people work in partnership to 
achieve local outcomes.  Public spaces are so important for the wellbeing 
of rural communities, we need space to come together to share stories, 
recent rain fall, sale prices, hay yields and to just check in with each 
other. “ 

All the refurbishments are due to be completed mid 2019.  For bookings 
or tours of the Hall contact Leanne (Secretary) on 0429 111 192.

Budgeree Volunteers gather to demol-
ish the old kitchen.

Edgar Owen and Amber Rho-
des pulling off the wall boards.
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Boolarra Exercise Group

In May 2018, the Mirboo North & District Com-
munity Foundation and the Mirboo North & Dis-
trict Community Bank® announced a partnership 
to support Mirboo North & District's Vital Signs. 
This exciting and innovative twelve-month pro-
ject will use local knowledge and expertise com-
bined with public data to better understand what 
is happening in our communities and the envi-
ronments in which we live, work and go to school.
 
Vital Signs is a framework developed by Com-
munity Foundations of Canada and used world-
wide to measure the vitality of communities, to 
increase knowledge and understanding of local 
needs and priorities and to spark conversation 
about significant social and economic trends that 

tell the story of how communities are faring in 
key quality-of-life areas.
 
Whilst good data is essential to uncovering what 
is happening in communities, real understanding 
comes from the lived experience of our citizens 
and those who are at the coal-face; delivering lo-
cal services, running local businesses, sharing 
their knowledge in our schools and freely giv-
ing their time and talent in our local community 
groups and organisations.  

A key goal for our project is to connect with these 
neighbourhood experts whose direct knowledge 
of local issues and opportunities will add depth 
and clarity to our Vital Signs. To this end, Mirboo 
North & District's Vital Signs is being led by a lo-
cal advisory committee with representatives from 
the communities which make up the Community 
Foundation's catchment.  Kate Reiske and Colin 
Brick are representing Boolarra on the group.
 
The Community Foundation is committed to 

supporting the many wonderful local organisa-
tions and groups that strengthen our community 
in a wide range of areas.  However, in the context 
of ever evolving community need, Vital Signs will 
help us to identify those priorities which require 
greater resourcing and ensure that we can better 
target our grants, enabling a vibrant and resilient 
district.
 
The project will culminate next year in an acces-
sible, reader friendly Mirboo North & District’s 
Vital Signs Report which we look forward to 
sharing with you.  Ultimately, we hope that this 
will give our communities an evidence base from 
which to determine local needs and opportunities 
for action.
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www.hazelwoodhealthcentre.com.au
9a Georgina Place Churchill 3842 
P: 5122 2555 (24 hours)

Bulk Billing ALL Medicare Card Holders

Open Monday to Saturday
Evening Clinic Wednesday

Book online or download our MAACG App

Caring 
Family 

Medicine

Local Franchisee in Boolarra area
 

Rob Franssen & Dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

if no answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

The Festival of Small Halls 
is coming to Boolarra!
The 2019 Festival of Small Halls Tour will be visit-
ing Boolarra on Thursday 29 March 2019 at the 
Boolarra Memorial Hall.
 The Festival of Small Halls Australia is a series of 
tours that take the best folk and contemporary 
acoustic artists performing at two large festivals 
and sends them on the road to halls in small re-
gional towns all over Australia. It’s an opportunity 
for music lovers from welcoming communities 
to invite artists from home and abroad into their 
towns, and a way of exploring this vast country in 
the spirit of hospitality and great fun.
 The Festival will include one local act, one Aus-
tralian artist and one International touring group 
who are chosen for the exceptional quality of their 
music and heart. Also, the ability to connect with 
the people they play for, whether through story-
telling, able to tell a good joke (or a truly terrible 
one), their wonderful warmth and real interest in 
visiting places a little off the beaten track. 
Woodfordia Incorporated has successfully pro-

duced many Small Hall tours since 2013 partner-
ing with major festivals, local governments and 
community groups as hosts. International artists 
alongside Australian and local acts have played 
their way into the hearts of regional towns at over 
90 shows and delivered workshops to over 180 
participants.
The Festival of Small Halls Tours is proudly pre-
sented by the sub-committee combined from the 
Boolarra Community Development Group and 
Boolarra Folk Festival who gratefully acknowl-
edge the generous support of the Mirboo Nth 
and District Community Foundation through 
their recent Grant towards the Small Halls Tour 
community event.
Members of the sub-committee attended the 
Grant Awards evening in Mirboo North recent-
ly where Cate Murphy accepted the award and 
spoke about the Small Halls Tour and the exciting 
benefits to the town of Boolarra. “Having the Fes-
tival of Small Halls visit our town has been a three 
year vision of mine. I have observed the flow on 
benefits to other communities with the provision 
of high quality events. I was also inspired by the 

dedicated work of the Boolarra Folk Festival team 
and was keen to build on their amazing success. 
Utilising the Boolarra Memorial Hall, built by citi-
zens of Boolarra and District and opened in 1962 
is an exciting prospect. Once the heart of town life 
with a huge variety of regular events, it’s also the 
perfect venue for these modern day troubadours.”
It is hoped the tour will return to Boolarra each 
year bringing new artists and workshops increas-
ing our access to excellent music and culture with 
a fun, educational and entertaining local night 
out. Tickets will be available in early 2019 at the 
Boolarra Store, Yinnar General Store and online 
through the Festival of Small Halls website where 
you can follow the tours.

Cate Murphy,
Chair,
Boolarra Community Development Group,
Sub Committee.
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Boolarra Primary School aims for our stu-
dents to be confident as learners and to express 
their individuality through collaborative and 
respectful relationships.  We value creativity, 
curiosity and innovation in our learners.  We 
aim to prepare students to face challenges with 
a positive and/or reflective mindset.  We believe 
in our school values of respect, engagement, 
responsibility and aspiration and use these to 
guide our actions and beliefs.  We have a strong 
commitment to our school motto which states 
“Dedicated to Learning Connected to the Com-
munity”. As we work together for our students we 
are guided by our common purpose.
We are currently taking enrolments. Please ring 

the school to arrange a school visit if you are 
interested in joining our learning community.
Connected to the Community
Recently, we were very fortunate to have a local 
choir come and perform for us. The members 
are all locals and have been performing together 
for the last six months. Their performance was 
thoroughly enjoyed by their audience. The fa-
vourite song, of many, was The Song of Silence. 
This provided the students with the opportunity 
to preview choirs as next year one of our House 
Competitions will be a Choir Competition. We 
will also look into developing a school choir.
The Boolarra Football and Netball Club ran a 
Football Clinic at school Wednesday afternoon.  
Our students were highly engaged with all of the 

activities and the presenters commented on the 
high standard of behaviour. Working with our 
local organisations is important to our school 
community as some of our students will help 
shape the future of The Boolarra Football and 
Netball Club.
incursion - We Love Rock’n Roll!
On 30 October in the LTC was the amazing 
performance, I Love Rock ‘n Roll!  The people 

who performed I Love Rock ‘n 
Roll! were Terry, the greatest 
guitar player in the world and 
Gilly with the greatest guitar 
in the world!  The first concert 
that we saw was Elvis.  Kyden 
and Harry were Elvis and they 
were great.  I think they were 
a tie, I could not decide who 
was the best.  Secondly, we 
did The Beehive and that was 
hilarious because the hair was 
so weird and long. The next 
performance was The One, 
The Only, The Beatles. that had 
really long hair where they 
come from. The four Beatles 
were Angus, Jordan, Bryce 
and Geor-

gia and they wore really long 
wigs that made it look like 
they could not see anything. 
Surf Rock was the next perfor-
mance and it was really funny!  
It was one of the best ones! 
The next one was Heavy Metal 
which was the loudest and the 
craziest one and the one that 
really hurt my voice and I re-
ally liked it.
 By Harrison.
Throughout 2018, our students 
have had many opportunities 
to engage with extra curricula 
activities. These include activi-

ties such as: Sports Camp, Year 
2 Sleep Over, Chess Interschool 
Competition, Bike Education 
Challenge, Interschool Swimming 
Competition, Musical Drumming 
Performance, athletics, netball, 
football, camps, Cross Country 
and Boolarra Idol.
School Values Aspiration in the 
Playground
Throughout this year, I have been 
watching many of our students 
aspiring to improve their mon-
key bar skills. Lana and Bella 
both set goals and demonstrated 
to me how they have achieved 
them. Keep aspiring by challeng-
ing yourself Lana and Bella. 
Creativity and Design

Boolarra Primary School aims to prepare stu-
dents for an ever changing future. In 2020, it 
is envisaged that the top five most important 
skills in the workforce will be Complex Problem 
Solving, Critical Thinking, Creativity, People 
Management and Coordinating Others. The top 
five most important skills in 2015 were Complex 
Problem Solving, Coordinating Others, People 
Management, Critical Thinking and Negotiation. 
We actively promote these skills within the cur-
riculum and develop our teacher’s professional 
knowledge so they can deliver high quality learn-
ing programs. 
2019 will see the introduction of a new special-
ist area science, technology, engineering, art and 
maths (STEAM). This provide many exciting 
opportunities for our students to further develop 
skills of creativity, curiosity and innovation. A 
central aim will be to teach students to think 
critically and have an engineering or design ap-
proach towards real-world problems whilst build-
ing on their math and science skills. 
Several of our students put their design skills into 
practice by creating costumes for royalty. They 
were thrilled with their creations.  I think they 
will love our new 2019 curriculum learning area 

Sleep over bubbles.

Bike Education Team.

School visitors.
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of STEAM. Keep designing.
Transition
Last Monday, we had our 2019 Foundation stu-
dents attend their first Orientation session.  The 
students engaged in a literacy activity based on 
the story Ten in a Bed.  Our current Foundation 
students joined in, giving all students a chance to 
get to know each other. Some time was spent on 
the playground to assist in familiarisation with 
the grounds. We have been visiting the Boolarra 
Pre-School throughout Term 3 and 4. This has 
given our Year 5 students a chance to introduce 
themselves and form relationships. Each 2019 
Foundation student will have a Year 6 buddy 
who will mentor and look out for them. We look 
forward to meeting with our 2019 Foundation 
students on 30 November and 11 December.
Our Year 6 students have been involved in transi-
tion programs with their 2019 secondary schools. 
It will be very sad to see these students leave, 
although they will always be welcome to visit us. 
We are currently preparing for their Graduation.
Student Leadership
This term our House Captains have been run-
ning fortnightly speed art sessions. Students have 
seven minutes to explore one of four art medi-
ums: charcoal, dry pastels, water colour, collage 
making. They will now be working on developing 
a major art work for our end of year art compe-
tition. By having our House Captains organise 
these activities our Captains are given the oppor-
tunity of developing leadership skills within the 
areas of organisation, people management and 
coordinating others.
Our Junior School Councillors have been sell-
ing ‘Zooper Doopers’ every lunchtime to raise 
money for new soccer nets. Every fortnight they 
assist in making breakfast for the whole school. 
They serve juice, porridge and toast.
Student Voice and Engagement -
Student Led Reporting
This year we have added a new component 
into how we report student learning progress 
to parents. At the end of Term 1 and 3, we have 

conducted Student 
Led Reporting Con-
versations. Students 
choose several pieces 
of their learning that 
they are proud of and 
share these with their 
parents or caregivers 
explaining the learn-
ing that is shown in 
their chosen pieces. 
To engage students 
in their learning each 
child, in collaboration 
with their teacher, 
identifies specific 
learning goals. The 
learning samples 
chosen is an example 
of progress made in 
achieving their goals.
 Here is what three 
of our students said 
about their experiences:
•	 “I	got	to	show	mum	what	I	have	done	and	
the progress I have made.  She learnt about my 
writing and other stuff she didn’t know about.” by 
Indily.
•	 “It	was	good.	Mum	
and dad were interested 
in the science I have been 
learning about and how 
I have improved with my 
speedy 100’s.  I am really 
proud of my improvement 
and I could show them.” by 
Mia
•	 “I	showed	my	writ-
ing.  I mostly did it by 
myself. I put more than one 
sentence. This was a writing 
goal.” by Heidi

Susan Duncan,
Principal.

We love rock 'n roll.

Designing for Royalty.

Choir.
Art house comp.
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7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra Vic 3870 
Ph: 03 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523 

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE

Open: Monday to Friday, 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturdays, 9.00am to 11.00am 

except long weekends we will be closed.
Supplying all australia Post Products - 

including Express, international
and Registered mail, Stamps, Packaging etc. Photocopying & Fax Service. 

Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. ambulance renewals 
are also available. We also have some Gift Cards. 

Banking services are available for most banks. need to send money overseas? Then we can 
help you do a Western Union Money Transfer. 

Travel Money/Travel insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa Cards available 
here as well as the Travel Visa cards. 

We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.
We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, 

 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you 
are entitled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery. 

You may set up an email notification with us when mail is awaiting collection (Mail2Day).

Mary & Shannon & Team

Along Frontage Road
On a track beside the river, copious blooms of some white plant – real-
ly a ‘many splendored thing’ - line the roadside like a perfectly-timed 
floral tribute - to an imaginary royal visit? I don’t know what the plant 
is called but it was the only thing adding emphatic color to the scene, 
stretching back before Olsen’s Bridge and the Old Prison site. Mostly 
the diverse riparian vegetation looks cold and depleted, locked in to 
its winter survival state. And unusually dry for October, a little taste of 
the drought - if you will.
The areas to my left, driving in, were logged 12 months ago and thou-
sands galore of say, 10-50cm high ferns are flat out trying to regenerate. 
That’s the thing with Gippsland, it’s always trying to return to bush, al-
ways trying to rebuild the lost Great Forest of South Gippsland ‘found’ 
by Europeans in the nineteenth century - but known for ages by the 

Gunaikurnai/Bratuaualung. Even on cleared paddocks along the river 
miles downstream, little seedlings will pop up along boundaries where 
there are trees and establish, never letting up the recolonization effort.
In one gully opposite the Morwell River Falls stranded clusters of 
strangely intact soft tree ferns, bright green like the palms of a desert 
oasis against the dried out brown exposed landscape. Another gully, 
a gangle of unnaturally tall and thin gum trees left behind as if a be-
nevolent act by loggers when really it would merely be a condition of 
‘forestry code of practice’. If they didn’t happen to be situated thus – 
well ‘Timberrrr’! and clear-felled like their pinus radiata brethren, a 
short trip to the Australian Paper hardwood mill, and presto – a shiny 
pack of A4 Reflex paper ready to go… But they stand, a token piece of 
forest about 0.4 hectares part of a new landscape confronting and bar-
ren. The only eye-catching colour, the abundantly blossoming white 
shrub.* 

Finishing up my mini-tour of Frontage Road, I 
turn around at ‘Yaks’ Picnic Ground’, about 250m 
beyond the last drop of the Falls. “Please take your 
rubbish with you. Friends of the Upper Morwell 
River” the sign made by the late Mick Schiller and 
the Boolarra Mens’ Shed, set far back on the site 
says – and pleasingly it seems visitors have done 
the right thing as it does indeed appear clear and 
tidy. Frontage Road (four wheel drive recom-
mended) itself actually continues another three 
k’s or so further, climbing up the side of the hills 
away from the river frontage and linking up with 
Scanlon’s Road at Boolarra South. 
Frontage Road: I can say is ironically, an interest-
ing ‘backroad’ of our local area.
*Via the Friends of the Upper Morwell River Fa-
cebook page which I co-admin I learn the plant 
is “Olearia lirata- Snowy Daisy Bush - common 
in sheltered forests and near streams”. Thankyou 
Catheryn Thompson, Leonie Parker, Susie Zent, 
Anne Westwood, and Ruth Harper.

 By Alan Hall.

Interesting back road - Frontage Road.

Olearia lirata- Snowy Daisy Bush.
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YINNAR COMMUNITY GARDEN’S 7TH 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
On 17 November, the Yinnar Community Garden 
invited the community to their 7th Birthday Par-
ty, and about 70 people enjoyed the sunny spring 
day. The Rose Garden celebration with Costa was 
on at the same time, and we were blessed that we 
attracted such a great show of support from the 
community.
The glamp style outdoor kitchen, under Sari’s lead, 
was near completion on the day, and pizzas were 
rolled out on the beautifully shaped extra long cy-
press bench, then over to the topping bench for 
people to compile their own pizzas. The wood-
fired pizza oven was humming with Cath and Ju-
dith at the helm cooking about 70 pizzas for the 
luncheon.
The musical program began with Acoustic Kitch-
en whose harmonies and humorous lyrics were a 
delight to hear.  Next the angelic rascals of Grand 

Ridge 245 Choir di-
rected by Jane Coker, 
sung songs in honour 
of trees, travel and the 
southern coast.  Fol-
lowing that, the evoca-
tive classical duets of 
Rosemary on Piano and 
Gordon on violin took 
us all into a very balmy 
afternoon. 
Visitors strolled 
through the Garden 
finding many contem-
plative spots to sit, chat 
and enjoy. The Garden’s 
beauty amazed those 
who hadn’t been for a 
while, and many com-
pliments were received on the achievements of 
the last seven years of dedicated voluntary work 
to create such a delightful community asset. 
The day began with the AGM and President Sari 
thanking everyone for their contribution to the 
Garden. Office bearers elected were president: 
Sari Anderson, secretary: Cath Thompson, co-
secretary: Rosemary Abetz-Rouse and treasur-
er: Carmen Legues.  The YCG held a stall on the 

day with fresh produce and that 
along with donations for piz-
zas and memberships from new 
and old, made it a good fund-
raiser for us. 
Yes, a truly wonderful 7th 
Birthday Celebration in the Yin-
nar Community Garden was had 
by all. As Gabi said to me: “I think 
you can call that a SUCCESS”. 

Catheryn Thompson,
Secretary,
Yinnar Community Garden.

CaRDS 500 
and 

CHESS CLUB
On every Monday night 
(including Public Holidays) at the
Boolarra Multi Purpose Building, 
from 7pm - 9pm. 

Come join a delightful friendly group of play-
ers ranging from beginners to the serious 
competitive players.

Please bring a small plate. Tea and coffee will 
be provided.

Charge of $3 per person to cover cost of hall 
hire.

So if you like a casual game of chess or cards, 
please do join us. No obligation to attend every 
week. Just come when you can. 

We do, however, need more chess players as 
there are only a few at present.

Enquiries: 

0408 177 406, 
0429 923 791.

Grand Ridge 245 Choir.

Many contemplative spots to sit.

The ‘glamp style outdoor kitchen’.
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Phone: 5169 6754 Mobile: 0409 356 480

J.H. Fox
Licensed R.E.C 3822

Electrical Contractor

Stove &Hot Water 
Repairs & Service

Rural & Domestic
Property Maintenance

Boolarra Public Cemetery Trust

BOOLARRA PUBLIC CEMETERY TRUST
After the recent Open Gardens weekend, as I speak to people in the 
community, they have commented on what a great display of the na-
tive Trigger Plant there was at the Cemetery this spring. The Cemetery 
was a sea of pink/purple blooms. I am sure that those who included 
the Cemetery on their list of gardens to visit over that weekend were 
surprised at how beautiful the grounds and gardens are. 
Merilyn Williams oversees the gardens and works hard to maintain 
them and is responsible for the plant selection in the gardens and 
grounds. The Trigger Plant is coming to the end of its cycle and the 
Cemetery grounds will be prepared for the summer season.
This year so far, has seen five burials in the Lawn Section, one in the 
Historical Monumental Section and one in the Remembrance Gar-
den. The Trust has had many reservations and enquiries for the Re-
membrance Garden. In the near future the Trust will be developing 
a strategy for future development of the Cemetery ensuring that the 
needs and wishes of the local community are catered for.
Meeting dates for 2019 are: 20 February, 17 April at the Hall, 19 June, 
21 August (AGM) 2019 at Multi Purpose Building. Meetings start at 
7.30pm. All welcome.
For enquiries regarding the Cemetery, fees or services or just some 
advice regarding
your loved ones service please contact Secretary Roz Carstairs 0429 
383 686 or President Matt Gleeson 0427 696 461.

Roz Carstairs,
Secretary. Police Report

It has been good to see people are start-
ing to slow down around emergency ve-
hicles with their lights on but there still 
people travelling faster than the required 
40km/hr.  Please remember if you see an 
emergency vehicle stopped or moving 
slowly on or near a road with their emer-
gency lights activated you are required to 
slow to 40km/hr when passing that vehi-
cle and stay at that speed until a safe dis-
tance from them. This also relates to Vic 
Roads vehicles with their magenta lights.
I have been working with HVP in rela-

tion to illegal taking of firewood from 
their forests around Macintoshes Road 
and Darlimurla Road: these are not col-
lection areas. The firewood collection 
areas are clearly marked on DELWP’s 
web site https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/
firewood/firewood-collection-in-your-
region . The collection areas close on 30 
November, and if you are caught taking 
wood illegally you are liable for criminal 
charges and your vehicle, trailer, chain-
saws, axes, splitters will be seized and 
forfeited to the state once convicted.  
The fire danger period was declared for 

our area from the 19 November. You are 
no longer allowed to burn off, and the 

CFA have zero tolerance for lighting fires 
during this period and you will face pros-
ecution and hefty fines. Also, Police are 
running the campaign Seen Something?, 
Know Something?, Say Something. If 
you see anything suspicious, please let 
me know. You can call ‘000’ or Crime 
stoppers on 1800 333 000, whether it be 
a car hanging around an area, unattend-
ed camp fire or anything that you think 
doesn’t seem quite right.
There have been thefts of motor vehicles 

and theft from motor vehicles lately. Re-
member to lock your unattended vehicle 
and don’t leave the keys or other valua-
bles in your car even in your driveway. As 
the festive season is kicking off, remem-
ber to take care on the roads. There is a 
significant increase in traffic and every-
one is in a hurry to get somewhere. Take 
your time, allow for delays, make sure 
you get a good rest before starting out 
on that trip or long drive and if you want 
to have a drink arrange for a designated 
driver. Make a commitment to your fam-
ily that you will be there for the holidays 
to enjoy them.

Cheers,
Matthew Ryan,
Leading Senior Constable,
Boolarra Police Station.

Cemetery wildflowers.
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BOOLaRRa POnY CLUB
 

Remembrance Day
What a great way to celebrate the 100th anniver-
sary of the Armistice that ended the First World 
War.  Boolarra Pony Club’s November Rally fell 
on Remembrance Day this year. 
Our Club grounds are situated at Memorial Park 
and we were fortunate enough to have Jason, 
Rhonda and Ella from Rosehaven Walers deliver a 
presentation and talk on the history of Australia’s 
own, Waler Horse and its involvement in that war. 
Jason’s talk was heart felt as only one horse of the 
over 400,000 that went to war returned. 
The children were all dressed in their club uni-
forms and sporting Flanders Poppies generously 
made by Maree Davey along with their ponies 
wearing purple poppies on their brow bands to 
remember the animals in war. 
A minute silence was observed before the chil-
dren began their lessons. 
Anne-Maree Stever, along with the BPC com-
mittee, worked tirelessly leading up to the day to 
make it such a success. 

A thank you to Morwell RSL for donating the Last 
Post music and all the poppies for the decorations.

Gymkhana
Programs are nearly finalised for our February 
Gymkhana. Show Jumping will be included as 
well as PC and Open rings, Stock horse ring and 
HRCAV ring run by Shadmoor Adult riders.
Save the Date Sunday 3 February.

Boolarra Pony Club members observ-
ing a minutes’ silence.

Jason and Rhonda from Rosehaven Walers, with 
children from Boolarra Pony Club.
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The Extraordinary Life 
of Mabel Harriet Morrow 
(1876 – 1939)

Pioneer families are usually made of sterling stuff. 
They have to be in order to face an unknown 
world and to cope with a bare minimum of 
comfort. Harriet Morrow of Boolarra outdid her 
enterprising family by moving on to a new world 
few of us would have the courage to travel to. 
This story comes from research gathered by Ian 
Hibbins of his great aunt Mabel Morrow.
Mabel Harriet Morrow was the seventh and last 
child of George and Harriet Morrow, some of the 
first settlers in this district. They travelled from 
Woods Point to Boolarra South and set up a farm 
there in 1878, the same year that the Penaluna 
family took up land on the Morwell River in 
Boolarra.
Only two years old at the time they arrived here, 
Harriet was raised near where the Foster Road 
and Grand Ridge Road meet. She possibly went 

to school at Boolarra or at Mirboo East as there 
was no school then at Boolarra South. Her early 
life was probably spent in carrying out the usual 
home duties on the farm. But in 1906 at the age 
of 30 she went to Melbourne and started her 
training as a nurse with a course in invalid cook-
ing. She nursed at the Greenvale TB Sanatorium, 
near Greensborough as it is called now, and rose 
to become matron there. All the while she was 
nursing she trained and gained a certificate in 
midwifery. She worked at the Royal Women’s 
Hospital in Melbourne for several years. 
In 1928 Harriet went to work in Zeehan, Tasma-
nia, as a registered midwifery nurse. In that far 
off mining town on the west coast of Tasmania 
her life took an unusual turn. She met and got en-
gaged to a missionary who was planning to work 
to at the Marist Catholic Mission in the Solomon 
Islands. She converted to Roman Catholicism 
but, tragically, her fiancé died before they could 
marry and set off together. She kept nursing in 
Zeehan and then in Hobart, gaining infant and 
mother craft certificates along the way. She kept 
in touch with the Marists. 
Then in 1933 she joined the Marist Medical Mis-
sion nursing staff in the Solomons and worked 
there in the tropics for six years looking after 
sick islanders and their missionaries. Some of the 
diseases she would have dealt with were yaws, 
tropical ulcers, malaria and leprosy in very primi-
tive conditions. In 1939 she returned to Australia 
accompanying a sick priest to Sydney where the 
Marist headquarters were. It seems this priest 
recovered from his illness. On this trip Mabel 
took time to visit family in Melbourne intending 
to return to the missions. Sadly she fell ill of black 
water fever, a deadly form of malaria, and died 
a month later that same year. Her life was one of 
service to others in difficult circumstances. We 
would certainly call it heroic.s

Nurse Mable Morrow.
Mable Morrow.
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Our AGM was held in November and resulted in an unchanged executive: Alison Craven, President; Mal-
colm Thompson, Vice-President; Denise Schiller, Secretary and Judi Edwards, Treasurer. Alison’s President’s 
Report summed up our activities so well that I am submitting it as written. Our National Tree Day Planting 
at Apex Park was vandalised by some individuals who used the stakes 
to light a camp fire. Alison gathered up the tree guards and I was able to 
cover the most vulnerable trees again. As I only used bamboo stakes I am 
hoping they will not be so attractive. 

Denise Schiller, 
Secretary.

We have a new president! Well-known local resi-
dent Harry Price was elected to this position at 
our AGM in September. We welcome him and 
thank our outstanding out-going president, Ro-
byn Thompson for her sterling work. Our trav-
elling secretary Mengar Hibbins has returned to 
relieve her replacement Beth Price.
History Week was celebrated in Boolarra this year 
with a lively afternoon of ‘talking history’ on our 
open day. It was gratifying to have our local mem-
ber Russell Northe present as well as representa-
tives of several Boolarra societies who enjoyed a 
chat about the past and a fine afternoon tea. There 
were some talented family historians present to 
demonstrate how local history collections act as 
a great resource for our community. Thanks to all 
who contributed to our open day.
One of our recent guest speakers, Jess Reeves of 
Boolarra, gave us an informative talk on the deep 
ecology of the Gippsland Lakes. Jess who hails 
from Ballarat is employed as a researcher at Fed-
eration University in Churchill in geology, work-
ing on lakes and water systems. She examines the 
earth and soils underneath lakes inspecting the 
sediments and analyzing the contents, often a 
messy and smelly job, but in beautiful places. She 
is watching for acids and sulphides building up. 
One of her interests is the quality of the Latrobe 
River as it moves through mines and farms into 
the Lakes. Another is to examine the ecology of 
Lake Tyers using local aboriginal and historical 

sources. This will work towards a restoration pro-
ject involving local artists. We thank Jess for her 
fascinating talk.
As 2018 comes to a close we remember with sad-
ness the loss of two valued members of our soci-
ety. Bob Harper of Fishers Road, Boolarra, passed 
away at Leongatha earlier this year. He was a fine 
farmer who migrated here as a herdsman from 
Scotland with his wife Audrey, We always en-
joyed his quiet wisdom. We send our sympathy to 
Audrey and his daughter Susie. 
Our long-serving past president, Bruce Hall of 
Budgeree, left us in early October. He served as 
president from this society’s inception in 1984 un-
til 2006. He was a wonderful historical resource 
for us, and like his father Alan Hall who served 
as Boolarra’s councillor on the Morwell Shire for 
48 years, he had a superb memory. We send our 
condolences to Margaret and her family.
The Boolarra Historical Museum is open on the 
first Sunday of each month from 2-4 pm, or by 
appointment with the Secretary, Mengar Hibbins 
0429 696 211. The Boolarra and District Histori-
cal Society meets at the Boolarra Museum on the 
third Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm. New 
members are always welcome, and information 
on our activities can be obtained from Mengar 
Hibbins 0429 696 211, Judy Webster 5169 6351 or 
Beth Price 5169 6241.

Boolarra South Landcare Group

National Tree Day plantings at Apex Park.

Vandalsim at Apex Park only a few days later...
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June and July are not the best months for visit-
ing gardens, so we once again had soup lunches 
which were popular.  In June we were at Kate’s 
and although the weather was not ideal, we did 
take a garden walk. After lunch in July we had 
slightly better weather to again be impressed by 
Sue’s edible garden. Fourteen keen shoppers went 
to Garden World in August and as usual managed 
to spend some money there. September was the 
big tour with 17 setting off to Singapore for seven 
days. They had a wonderful time, saw some beau-
tiful gardens and were impressed with the efficien-
cy and cleanliness of the city. We have seen some 
amazing gardens in the last few weeks.  Despite 
some envy we decided that we would never be 
able to compete with these so just really enjoyed 
the experience of visiting. In September we visited 
Korumburra, a garden we have seen before and 
loved. We also explored the Community Garden 
at the Hospital which had lots of fruit and vegeta-
bles in great raised beds. Tyers Garden Club in-
vited us to visit some of the gardens of their group 
members and provided a delicious morning tea. 
Once again - amazing gardens. Our latest trip was 
to Nayook Perennial Cottage Plants Nursery and 
Garden and it was beautiful as were the other gar-
dens we went to in the area. This was the optimal 

time for a visit as all the roses 
were in bloom and as they were 
planted by the hundreds: they 
were spectacular. Nayook plants 
filled the car boots as very few 
were strong enough to resist the 
opportunity to buy some plants 
not found in most nurseries. Our 
own Boolarra Open Gardens was 
again a great day thanks to the 
work done by Jill, John and oth-
er helpers. There were plenty of 
visitors and thanks to the hard-
working gardeners and at times 
‘The Little Weeders’. The gardens 
were at their best. The plant sale 
made about $400 which will 
help subsidise our bus costs. 
Our Christmas break up comes next so visits are 
over for 2018 but the memories will linger. It has 
been a most enjoyable year for our friendly gar-
deners to enjoy good company and lovely gardens. 
Thanks Jill and Marg for choosing such great plac-
es to visit. 

Denise Schiller.

Sue contemplating. 

 Denise, Marg with Kate and Joan 
in the background.

BOOLARRA GARDEN CLUB
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Well, another year has flown by. The Hall has been 
slowly ticking along. This year has been fairly qui-
et on the hiring front, making it difficult for the 
Hall to pay its way but we still manage to provide 
a great facility despite this. So next time you are 
holding that special occasion think of YOUR local 
Hall. We just recently had an engagement and the 
couple, who are locals, found that it was an ideal 
venue for such an occasion.
We do thank the regular hirers such as the Exer-
cise Group on a Monday 9.30am, the Bike Group 
who visit Boolarra on a regular basis and the new-
ly formed Music Group.
We also have a fully functional kitchen able to be 
hired for commercial purposes
such as making goodies to sell. Our hiring terms 
are quite reasonable for an activity such as this. 
With Christmas around the corner we have table-
cloths, tables, chairs, crockery and cutlery for hire. 
The Hall committee would welcome any practical 
suggestions for use or again any suggestions that 
may improve what we offer.
The Hall committee have been fortunate in ob-
taining a grant from the Community Enterprise 
Foundation to enable purchase of a new fully elec-
tric stove. We appreciate the support shown to the 
Hall by the Community Enterprise Foundation. 
The Hall committee have agreed to donate the gas 
stove currently installed, to the Football/Netball 
Club. A great example of local groups working to-
gether.
The Hall committee thanks the Community 
Group of Workers who occasionally mow the Hall 
lawns, but our warmest thanks are reserved for 
Rob Carstairs who tends them on a regular basis.
The Hall committee will be providing Devonshire 
Teas on 3 March 2019 at the Folk Festival. If you 
can help us in anyway with this activity, please give 
Roz a ring. Going on the roster or making scones 
would be most welcome.
At our September AGM the following people were 
re-elected:
President – Robern Lubawski
Secretary – Roz Carstairs
Treasurer – John Lubawski
Committee Members – Kat Kershaw, Liz Black, 
Clayton Cupples
We always welcome new members and new ideas. 
Please feel welcome to contact Robern 5169 6494 
or Roz 0429 383 686. The Hall committee meets 
every month, on the third Thursday of the month 
at 7.30pm at the Hall. Next meeting is 21 February 
2019.

Roz Carstairs,
Secretary.

Well, we have all survived the chills of win-
ter and we are starting to enjoy the warmer 
months with renewed vigour. Members have 
returned from their caravanning trips, fishing 
trips and excursions to other locations.
We recently had an unplanned visit from Meli-
na Bath (State member for Eastern Victoria) 
and Sheridan Bond (Nationals candidate for 
Morwell). Some of us feared and prepared our-
selves for an electioneering onslaught but were 
pleasantly surprised when they both showed 
genuine interest in what the Shed is about and 
what we are currently involved in making and 
doing for members of our community. Com-
plimentary to their visit Melina wrote a very 
flattering article in the Churchill and District 
News insert of the Latrobe Valley Express of 15 
November 2018 and promised she would return 
for a more comprehensive visit.
In recent months we have engaged in the restora-
tion of household furniture, which has been very 
well received by some happy customers. Our hard 
wood, timber slatted park benches with cast iron 
ends are continuing to sell like hot cakes so if you 
are in the market for one, get in quick before you 
miss out. We do have some in stock and they are 
an absolute bargain at only $200 each. Also avail-
able are custom made coffins for humans, cats and 
dogs. We also have rough sawn pine slabs ($80 
each) and 200mm x 75mm pine sleepers ($35 
each) for sale at the Shed.
Our plea for assistance earlier this year for help 
with tiling our wet areas unfortunately went un-
answered so a few of our more plucky members 
got down and got stuck into the task and have 
slowly recovered once they were able to get off the 
ground (with assistance) and are nearly walking 
upright again.
Monthly BBQs/luncheons at the Shed are contin-
uing to be very well attended, so if you would like 
to come along and meet us, they are held on the 
last Monday each month at around 12 noon.
To the males in the Boolarra and district com-

munity who have not experienced the camara-
derie of the Boolarra Men’s Shed, why don’t you 
come along on any Monday or Wednesday from 
10.00am to 4.00pm and have a chat and a cuppa 
or a soft drink. You might be pleasantly surprised 
what the Shed and its members hold in store for 
you.

Michael L Watt,
Vice President.

BOOLaRRa MEn’S SHED 

Active In Our Community
Boolarra Memorial Hall inC.

Fine craftsmanship - The Men’s Shed.

More quality furniture.
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Open Day at the Boolarra Bowls Club was held 
Saturday 15 September, and all enjoyed the 
beautiful conditions of our green. The 2018-19 
bowls season kicked off on Saturday 6 October 
in fine, sunny conditions.
Division 3 was played at home against Moe and 
unfortunately Division 6 had to forfeit for lack 
of available players. Thanks to Bob Allen and his 
group of willing helpers; our green was looking 
beautiful and ready to play on.
The Club welcomes back David Caldwell to 

bowls, Sue Richards and Tamara Traill, new 
players to the game and I might add making 
their mark already on the game and Jackie Bak-

er, an enthusiastic new social member keen to 
make a difference at our Club. It is refreshing to 
have someone with great ideas and the willing-
ness to pitch in.
On Sunday November 11 (Remembrance Day) 
the Club hosted an Invitation Day. There were 
six rinks playing on the day. Sponsors were Yin-
nar Hotel and Roz Carstairs. Thanks go to Trevor 
Hornibrook and Roz for their generous support. 
Many of our events rely on some sponsorship. 
The day was ably catered for by Jackie Baker and 

Pam Allen with assistance from various club 
members. Thank you! Lunch was a highlight.
On Saturday 10 November, history was made 
when Division 6 finally fielded two teams 
of two against Newborough, who sit third 
on the ladder. Division 6 got up and won by 
five points overall. The team of Janet Napier 
– Skip, Elaine Smart, Roz Carstairs and Sue 
Richards were on fire after lunch and came 
home 34 points to 17 points setting up the 
overall win. The other Division 6 team was 
Hans Kasbach-Skip, Brian Gilbert, Geoff 
Dunkley and Matthew Bruce who came 
home with a score of 14 points to Newbor-
ough’s 26. 

The Club would like to congratulate Tony Snell 
for achieving a milestone 80th birthday on 17 
November. Club members held a surprise even-

ing for Tony at 
the clubroom.
CONGRATU-
LATIONS!
The Club is 
looking at or-
ganising a reg-
ular Twilight 
Bowls with 
BBQ and raf-
fles. Watch out 
for notification 
of this in the New Year in your mailbox or on 
our Facebook page. On the last Thursday of each 
month starting in November, as well as the bar 
being open, there will be a regular meat raffle 
as well as the opportunity for light refreshment 
and bowls.
We are a welcoming club so feel free to wander 
down on a Tuesday or Thursday evening from 
4pm.

Roz Carstairs,
Secretary,
0429 383 686,
boolarrabowlingclub@bigpond.com.

Boolarra Bowls and Recreation Club Bar Open - The Bowls Club.

Competitors on the green.
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Boolarra 
Netball Club 

FOUnDaTiOn CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SiTE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like 
to thank their valuable sponsors for Season 2018 
and welcome them back for Season 2019 and ask 
that you get behind and support these businesses 

as they support our community club. 

Morwell Club, Prorent, Tony Antonelli Ac-
counting, Lincon Hire & Services, Boolarra 
Community Hotel, Mirboo North & District 
Community Bank, Boolarra Fish Farm, Gibson 
Groundspread, Latrobe City, Yinnar Commu-
nity Hotel, Boolarra Post Office, Boolarra Store, 
Trafalgar Mens & Boyswear, Jims Building 
Inspections, Tradeweld, Valley Trophy Centre, 
Strzelecki Plumbing, J Smith Motors, Monacel-
lars Wine & Spirits, Prosper Valley Excavations, 
Cervis Equipment, Riviera Display Kitchens, 
Mirboo North Golf Club, Kennedy Haulage/ 
Driffield Quarries, Prosper Valley Gravel, Out 
of Dough, Willaton Transport, Devtree Pty Ltd, 
BJ Bennett & Co Real Estate, Benson Timber 
& Hardware, Latrobe Valley Funeral Services, 
Bellebanne, Gatts Panel Works, Willys Bobcat 
Hire, Norm Oliver Butchers, Bellebanne, ETU, 
Gippsland Printers, Yinnar Milk Bar & Country 
Cafe, Mirboo North Hardware, GM Convey-
ancing, Young Signs, Samantha Brick Health & 
Massage, Russell Northe, McDonalds, Alfresh 
2 Go. 

The Club held their AGM recently 
and it was extremely well attended 
with many new faces and existing 
members jumping on board the 
committee for the 2019 season. Si-
mon Buglisi was elected President 
with Peter Devonshire as the new 

Vice President. In his second year at the Club, pop-
ular big man Ben Kimpton has taken on the Sec-
retary role with a treasurer hopefully announced 
soon. It was also great to see so many people step-
ping up into roles around the Club.  
We are always looking for more volunteers and 
helpers at the Club: we are a small community 
Club and rely on locals to fill roles. Please do not 
hesitate to come forward if you think you can fill a 
role at the Club, no matter how small.
Pre-Season Football training began in mid No-
vember with the boys eager to rise up the ladder 
after a few down seasons results wise. It was great 
to see over twenty players turn up for the first 
night with some new recruits sprinkled amongst 
the group. Coach Tony Giardina was happy with 
the turnout and was impressed with the skills 
shown despite it only being the first session. 
Junior Football Coaches Eddy Stanton, David 
Caldwell, Glen Smith and Damian McGrath have 
been very busy on the recruitment front for the 
Under 10s/12s/16s. Flyers have been handed out 
at many local schools and businesses to try to en-
courage kids to come along and give footy a go. 
They will also be making appearances at the Bool-
arra Primary School running footy clinics. If you 

are interested or know anyone who may be, please 
do not hesitate to contact the coaches or Club for 
more info. We strive to provide a great environ-
ment for the kids to be around and to build great 
friendships. 
You can keep up to date with all Club news via our 
Facebook page Boolarra Football Netball Club.
The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to 
thank their valuable sponsors for Season 2018 and 
welcome them back for Season 2019 and ask that 
you get behind and support these businesses as 
they support our community Club. 
Morwell Club, Prorent, Tony Antonelli Account-
ing, Lincon Hire & Services, Boolarra Commu-
nity Hotel, Mirboo North & District Community 
Bank, Boolarra Fish Farm, Gibson Groundspread, 
Latrobe City, Yinnar Community Hotel, Boolar-
ra Post Office, Boolarra Store, Trafalgar Mens & 
Boyswear, Jims Building Inspections, Tradeweld, 
Valley Trophy Centre, Strzelecki Plumbing, J 
Smith Motors, Monacellars Wine & Spirits, Pros-
per Valley Excavations, Cervis Equipment, Rivi-
era Display Kitchens, Mirboo North Golf Club, 
Kennedy Haulage/ Driffield Quarries, Prosper 
Valley Gravel, Out of Dough, Willaton Trans-
port, Devtree Pty Ltd, BJ Bennett & Co Real Es-
tate, Benson Timber & Hardware, Latrobe Valley 
Funeral Services, Bellebanne, Gatts Panel Works, 
Willys Bobcat Hire, Norm Oliver Butchers, Belle-
banne, ETU, Gippsland Printers, Yinnar Milk 
Bar & Country Cafe, Mirboo North Hardware, 
GM Conveyancing, Young Signs, Samantha Brick 
Health & Massage, Russell Northe, McDonalds, 
Alfresh 2 Go. 
The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to 
wish everybody a Safe Merry Xmas and Happy 
New Years’. We hope to see you all in 2019.

BFNC Netball Tryouts
Attention all netballers! Tryouts for 
Boolarra netball teams are coming 
up soon. We are looking for players 
for all grades; A, B, C, D, U17 and 
U15. Pre-season is starting soon on 
Wednesdays and for times check 

out the Boolarra Netballers Facebook Page. 
The BBQ family night, to get to know the coach-
es, is on January 30, 2019 at 6pm. 
Tryouts start the next week and continue for 
the following two weeks. Final tryouts are on 
20 February 2019 and will conclude with team 
announcements. Team trainings will take place 
each week until the season starts on 6 April 2019. 

Boolarra Football 
Club 

FOUnDaTiOn CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SiTE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

Public Bar
With the colder weather 
coming into winter it’s 

time to review our trad-
ing hours, will be open 

as follows:
Mon 3 – 8pm
Tue 3 – 9pm
Wed 3 – 9pm

Thur 3 – 10pm
Fri 3pm - Late

Sat 12pm - Late
Sun 12pm - Late
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Organisation  Contact name  Phone
Boolarra Book Club and  Robern Lubawski
 Blazers Walking Group  John Lubawski   5169 6494
Boolarra Bowling Club   Roz Carstairs   0429 383 686 
Boolarra Cemetery Trust Roz Carstairs   0429 383 686
Boolarra and District Horse  Deb Durea    5122 2519 
 and Trail Riding Club
Boolarra CFA   Di Billingsley   0408 173 637
Boolarra Community   Samantha Brick   0427 824 722  
  Against Domestic Violence Jacqui Healey    0447 455 198
Boolarra Community
 Development Group Colin Brick   5163 1212
Boolarra Netball /  Jackie McGlade   5169 6507
 Football Club  Paul Dodds   0418 436 737
    Greg Carter   0488 188 822
 Social Rooms       5169 6507
 Change Rooms      5169 6507
Boolarra Historical Society Mengar Hibbins    0429 696 210
Boolarra Multi Purpose
 Building  Sue Warren   5169 6395
Boolarra Play Group  Annabel Davy    0425 700 869. 
Boolarra Pre-school  Emma Read   0423 369 948
Boolarra Primary School Susan Duncan   5169 6471
Boolarra Quilting Group Linda Minter   5169 6702
Boolarra Red Cross  Glenys Morgan   5169 6721
Boolarra South Landcare Denise Schiller   5169 6425
Boolarra Tennis Club  Samantha Brick   5163 1212
Boolarra Wool and Spinning
 Group   Lois Thornton   0400 722 716 
Boolarra and Yinnar Community
 Recovery Committee Colin Brick   5163 1212 
Boolarra Youth Theatre Group Tania Brown     5169 6466

Organisation  Contact name  Phone
Budgeree Hall   Leanne Potter   0429 111 192
Catholic Church  Fr Francis Otobo  5122 2226
Churchill Neighbourhood 
Centre    Abigail    5122 2955
Cooperating Church  Brenda Burney    5122 1480
Cricket Club   Jack Cleaver   5169 6428
Folk Festival   Rick Teychenne   0408 696 243 
Friends of the Morwell River Brian McLure   5664 8318
Grand Ridge Rail Trail  Neil Trease   5668 1580 
Justice of the Peace  Matt Gleeson    0427 696 461
    Gwenda Pither   0427 963 385 
Latrobe CC Fire Recovery Heather Farley   5128 5648
LaTrobe TaeKwon-Do  Dave Proctor   0402 270 347ss
Municipal Emergency
Response Officer   Lance King   5128 5426
Local Emergency Action Plan John Harris   0431 972 672
Memorial Hall   Roz Carstairs    0429 383 686
Memorial Park   Colin Brick   5163 1212
Men’s Shed   Jeff Henderson   0411 319 326 
Open Garden Day  Jill Simmons   5169 6516
Police    Matt Ryan   5169 6222
        0458 839 886
Pony Club    Secretary boolarraponyclub@gmail.com 
Russell Northe   Russell Northe   5133 9088
Scouts    Sylvia Sauppe   5169 6321
Soroptomist International Samantha Brick   0427 824 722
Stroke Support Group  Paul Howells   5623 5598
Wildlife Assistance  Jean Quick   5169 6606
Yinnar & District Judo Club Sharon Taylor    0418 681 245
    Peter Brimblecombe   0409 402 459
Yinnar Community Garden Catheryn Thompson  0435 048 153

The Boolarra Link Community Directory

Church Services 
in Boolarra and Yinnar

CaTHOLiC CHURCH
Tarwin Street, Boolarra

Mass at 10.30am on 2nd and 4th Sunday in
 Boolarra and 10.30am on 1st and 3rd Sunday in 

Yinnar.
Liturgy at 10.30am on 2nd Tuesday of the month

 Contact: Father James Fernandez 
5134 2849 (Parish office).

Or Denise Schiller 5169 6425

anGLiCan and UniTinG CHURCHES
 in CO-OPERaTiOn
Tarwin Street, Boolarra

1st Sunday 11.00am and 2nd Sunday 10.00am
 in Boolarra

3rd Sunday 11.00am and 4th Sunday 10.00am 
in Yinnar

Contact Robern Lubawski: 5169 6494

MONDAY
EXERCiSE CLaSS - 9.30am, all ages, Boolarra Memorial Hall. Contact: Kathleen Millett 5122 2591 or 
Kate 5169 6592
BOOK CLUB - 8.00pm,1st Monday of the month. Contact: Robern Lubawski 5169 6494
MEn’S SHED - Between 10.00am and 4.00pm. Contact: Jeff Henderson 0411 319 326 
CFa - Every 2nd Monday from 7.00pm - skills training at the station - prospective new members welcome
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group - 2nd and 4th Monday from11.00am - 
     Multi Purpose Building. Contact Linda Minter 5169 6702 
TuESDAY
YOGa - 6.00pm-7.15pm Gentle Class. OR 7.30pm-8.45pm Advanced Class. Primary School/Multi Purpose 
Room. Contact: Kristy Mills 5169 6226
PiLaTES - 9.30am, Multi Purpose Building. Contact: Kathleen Millett 5122 2591
WEDNESDAY
MEn’S SHED - Between 10.00am and 4.00pm. Contact: Jeff Henderson 0411 319 326
YinnaR & DiSTRiCT JUDO CLUB - during school terms from 6.15pm - 7.30pm, Yinnar Recreation 
Reserve. Contact Sharon Taylor 0418 681 245 or Peter Brimblecombe 0409 402 459
THuRSDAY
PLaYGROUP - 9.30am-11.30am, Multi Purpose Build. Contact: Simone Oberdorfer 0421 417 735
WOOL GROUP - 11.30 am-3.30pm, Multi Purpose Building. Contact: Lois Thornton 0400 722 716
WaLKinG GROUP - Meet 9.00am, Boolarra Recreation Reserve. Contact. John Lubawski 5169 6494
FRIDAY 
EXERCiSE CLaSS - All ages 10.00am, Yinnar Memorial Hall. Contact: Kathleen Millett 5122 2591 or 
Kate 5169 6592
SuNDAY
HiSTORiCaL SOCiETY - 2.00pm-4.00 pm, 1st Sunday of the month, Boolarra Historical Museum
POnY CLUB RaLLY - 2nd Sunday of the month, Recreation Reserve
CFa - 9.00am - 10.00am - Radio testing / equipment maintenance

PLEaSE nOTE: If there are changes to any 
Link Community Directory 

information, please notify the Boolarra Link Editor:
 Sylvia Sauppe on 5169 6321 
or editorthelink@gmail.com

Boolarra Community Development Group: Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.00pm, Memorial Hall
Boolarra Historical Society: Monthly 3rd Tuesday at 7.30pm, Boolarra Historical Museum
Red Cross: Monthly 1st Monday at 1.00pm, The Boolarra Store 
Boolarra Memorial Hall: Bi-Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.30pm, Memorial Hall

What’s on. . . . .

Groups and Organisations Meeting Times. . . . . 


