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It was not the constant warnings of emergency ap-
plying to the Yinnar South – Budgeree Fire com-
ing over ABC local radio that persuaded me to 
leave. It wasn’t the repeat phone calls with Black 
Saturday anecdotes or messages on Facebook to 
the same effect. Neither was it the emergency.vic.
gov.au site with its graphic resembling a giant rot-
ten egg with a plum-grey anomaly of burnt area 
inside a blood stained yolk, widening to a stale 
yellow of ‘Watch and Act’ egg white. It wasn’t the 

enormous mass of smoke looming above Yinnar 
South, thousands of feet high or the four nimble 
firefighting aircraft darting in and out of that. 
No, it was actually just my own direct simple ob-
servation the next morning 3 March standing on 
Budgeree Rd, pretty much exactly where Google 
Earth has a red and white location dot to mark 
Budgeree, and looking 1.5 k’s north east. What I 
could see (and have pictured) was the fire smok-
ing its way downhill in open paddocks of very 

short grass, against the light breeze - and directly 
towards our farm. It bought back the images of 
the now ten years passed Boolarra-Delburn fires 
which I’d watched from the end of Pioneer Rd. 
That moved in just the same unfussed, unhurried 
manner but claiming dozens of homes, like lava 
from a Hawaiian volcano, converting everything 
to a blackened wasteland. Plus the sheer incred-
ible heat and dryness everywhere – a haystack 
no different now to the roadside grass or a tree. 
Therefore no boundaries, no resistance, no guar-
anteed safety. Time to go, I decided.
The remarkable thing is that this time our fire pro-
gressed very little from when and where I sized it 
up that morning. Thanks to the fine efforts of up to 
150 people on the ground and air from DEWLP’s 
Forest Fire Management, the CFA and HVP and 
all the back-up people it was bought to a com-
plete halt on the hillside pictured and Budgeree 
was spared. No re-run of 1944 when the Church 
beside the Hall was lost along with several lives 
here and nearby. A great outcome this time, a big 
relief – an experience to file away; learn from – 
not a disaster. Special thanks for my neighbours 
the Potters for accommodating me at their place 
for the first night and my Auntie Jeanne and Un-
cle Max in Traralgon for when I’d selected to leave 
Budgeree area completely.

Alan Hall.

Yinnar South - Budgeree Fire

TOM CURTAIN’S SPEAK UP TOUR

The Tom Curtain Speak Up Tour event 
held in the grounds of the 

Boolarra Community Hotel on Satur-
day 16 February 2019. The event was a 
resounding success, a perfect day with 
a crowd of 1,262 that exceeded all our 

expectations! See article page 8.
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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 

Committee unless acknowledged
 as such. 

No endorsement of products or 
services is implied by the listing of 

advertisers or sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the 

Committee takes no responsibility
 for errors.

THE BOOLARRA LINK 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Committee members are:
Luke Potter - President - 0418 530 682
Matt Ryan - Treasurer 
Alan Hall - Secretary
Paula Ryan - Advertising Officer
Sylvia Sauppe -Editor - 5169 6321
Alan Hall - Subeditor
Alan Hall - Proof reading
Deborah Chanesman - Proof reading
Erin Morgan - Proof reading
Paula Ryan - Photographer - 0413 844 660

Feedback, articles, photos and correspondence 
can be provided via email to 

editorthelink@gmail.com or by letter 
addressed to The Boolarra Link and dropped 

off with Mary or Shannon at the 
Boolarra Post Office. 

Website: thelink.boolarra.vic.au

BOOLARRA LINK ADvERTISINg

Advertisements are in blocks of 8cm WIDE 
x 10cm HIGH

Blocks can be arranged side by side 
or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks - $28.00

Additional blocks $28.00

BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance.

H A Z E LW O O D
P R O P E R T Y

M A I N T E N A N C E
 • Small or Large Lawns
 • Gutters/Window Cleaning
 • Pruning/Weed Eradication

Mark & Sandra Maynard

MOBILE: 0412 549 376
PH/FAX: 03 5163 1782

pmhazel@bigpond.com 

It’s been a busy year 
so far for the Boolarra 
Community Develop-
ment Group and our 
town.
The weather behaved 
and we had a wonder-
ful turn out for Aus-
tralia Day celebrations. 

Congratulations to all the award recipients.
We also launched Boolarra Community With A 
Heart, our Go Fund Me appeal for Shannon our 
postie and his family. We have been amazed and 
so proud of the fundraising efforts so far. It shows 
not only that we are a generous and caring com-
munity with a collective BIG HEART, but it also 
shows how much we value our posties and the 
fantastic and integral service they provide.
We had an amazing turn out for the bush fire 
commemorations, it was a night of acknowledge-
ments, healing, reflection and a ton of laughs. 
Brian Nankervis and Greg Champion were abso-
lutely brilliant.
Another food swap in Railway Park, and it will 
be on again next month. So, pop this in your cal-
endar the 3rd Sunday from 10.30am - noon. It’s a 
wonderful opportunity to share your surplus and 
take home some home produce that you may not 

have grown yourself.
A spectacular night for all who not only got a taste 
of Kimberley station life but were able to take part 
with Tom Curtain and get a very powerful mes-
sage across about bullying. One of the highlights 
was the local school children accompanying Tom 
and his song Stand Strong. A night’s worth of new 
memories went beyond everyone's expectations.
The Folk Festival again showcases some of the 
best talent we have in the region and is a testa-
ment to the hard work put in by all the volunteers. 
Without their dedication and passion, this festival 
would not be possible.
We also have the Small Halls concert to look for-
ward to.
The Development Group is also following up on 
community concerns regarding the Mirboo North 
Road-Limonite Road intersection and liaising 
with Matt Ryan regarding a potential bike trail 
through to Yinnar.
Such a great little community we have so much to 
be proud of.
 
Deb Chanesman,
Publicity Officer,
Boolarra Community Development Group.

Boolarra Community Development Group 

Yinnar Memorial Hall Market Day
Next Market to be held on Sunday 5 May from 9am ‘till 1pm at the Yinnar Memorial Hall. 
Application forms will be available mid-March. If you are interested in participating please email 
Market Coordinator at yinnarmemorialhallinc@outlook.com. 
Sorry no bric-a-brac. 

Helen O’Hara,
Y&DMH Market Coordinator.
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Latrobe City Garden Competition 2018 Award 
Winner of the category Best Edible Garden, 
Julie Decke, Boolarra.

I’ve always liked gardens and trees. Maybe the 
treehouse dad built us when we were kids had 
something to do with it, or maybe it was the fact 
that our little house was surrounded by all sorts of 
varieties of plants - big and small.  
Mum and dad were always keen gardeners and I 
loved nothing better than being asked to go out 
and pick some peas for dinner, you know, one for 
the pot and one for me. It wasn’t, however until 
I had my own place that I really tried my hand 
at growing food for the family to enjoy.  After all, 
how hard could it be, you dig up a patch of dirt, 
put your tomato plants in, water and watch them 
grow and before long you’re tucking into your own 
delicious home-grown tomatoes. Wrong!
Maybe I didn’t build the soil up enough, I’ll try 
again next year and dump a bag of sheep poo 
in. That should do the trick, I’m thinking. Well 
it didn’t seem to matter what I did, by the time 
my plants were just getting going, summer would 

set in and the lovely 40+ de-
gree Perth heat waves and 
water restrictions would see 
to it that my poor little veggie 
plants would be fried beyond 
any hope of recovery and our 
home grown produce would 
evade us yet again.
Don’t get me wrong, we 
weren’t total gardening fail-
ures and grew some awesome 
mangoes and oranges which 
was great, but I still wanted to 
grow so much more.
I dreamed of living on a big 
property with plenty of land 
and a permanent creek with 
lots of water.  Where were we 
going to find that in WA? No-
where!  So, we headed off to the east in search of 
the holy growing grail, and I think we found it in 
Boolarra.
Now I have tomatoes growing like weeds. Even if 
I never planted another one, we’d still get plenty, 
‘cause they just come up by themselves. Our first 
year here I planted bok choy and one of the plants 
went to seed. Next thing I knew, I had bok choy 
lawn. It just grew everywhere.
Of course, we still have some failures, that’s 
natural, but at least now, whatever time of 
year it is, we are always able to pick and en-
joy some home grown produce from our 
very own garden, and I’m just loving it!

Julie Decke,
Boolarra.

Knitting Kits Australia

For your convenience selected kits are 
now available at Boolarra General Store 

and Boolarra Emporium.

Kits feature natural fibre yarns, pattern and any 
accessories needed to complete your project. 

Needles available separately.

Knitting Yarns by Mail
114 Fox & Fanckes Rd Boolarra South

Open by appointment only
Phone Alison : 0408 992 927

Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au
Orders delivered free to Boolarra Street addresses

Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water and 
Battery Storage. We specialise in pre-
mium quality systems, backed up by 

old-fashioned Customer Service.

LocaL company - based in 
TraraLgon & mirboo norTh
Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add	value	to	your	home
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
call us now for a Free in-home quotation

phone: 1300 447 765
cherry@gippslandsolar.com.au 

www.gippslandsolar.com.au

Solar Power ✴ Solar Hot Water ✴ Battery Storage

The award winning edible garden of Julie Decke.

Home grown produce at any time of the year.

Nature habitat in the edible garden.

Best Edible Garden

Boolarra’s conditions proved suitable to realise the dream.
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We are so lucky at Wool Group 
to have such a lovely venue as 
the Multi Purpose Building 
for our group to meet. During 

this very hot summer we are making good use of 
the air-conditioned comfort.
Denise is finding knitting a rug from sock wool 
is taking time; however, it will make a warm and 
colourful creation when finished.
Carla has just finished knitting a multi-coloured 
rug to keep her legs warm in winter. She had 
enough wool left over to make a scarf as well, and 
so she’ll be covered and kept warm at both ends. 
Judith and Margaret have recently finished the 
same rug: Judith is working on a beautiful bright 
baby jacket in sock wool.
As you can see, sock wool is a very popular yarn.
Anne L is on the home stretch with her sock wool 
scarf. It will be a very warm and soft scarf to wear 
this winter.
During a short break from spinning Sue knit-

ted booties for new babies in her family, but she’s 
back to spinning from her stash of fleece which 
will keep her occupied for a long time to come.
Kate has finished another cardigan for her grand-
daughter Nina and had enough yarn left over to 
knit a lovely matching beanie as well. Kate is also 
planning to knit a couple of scarves just in case 
she gets bored on her travels.
Lorna’s making a children’s jack with cables and 
bobbles plus embroidery, she’s using 5 ply pure 
wool in an arctic green shade.
Marietta is continuing on with socks and has fi-

nally completed a pair for herself. She’s 
also knitted a jumper for her great 
granddaughter.
Socks again are Lori’s main project, but 
she’s also managed to find time to do 
various knits for her great granddaugh-
ter.
Robin is on pair 62 of her sock produc-
tion.
I’ve been in a rainbow theme recently, 
with many rainbow hats, a rainbow 
wrap and a knitted rainbow bag that I 
felted in the washing machine.
Wool Group meets every Thursday in 
the very comfortable Multi Purpose 

Building at 11.30am and we have a shared 
lunch on the first Thursday of the month. For 
just $3.50 per week you are welcome to come and 
join our friendly group.
If you would like more information, call me on 
0400 722 716.

Lois Thornton.
Member.

WOOL GROUP YARNING

On the Hill
Natural Therapy Centre

1 Bishop Street, Boolarra

Practitioner: Rhonda Clark
In Boolarra on Wednesdays

From 10:00am to 4:00pm

SPECIALISING IN BOWEN THERAPY
(Bowtech®)

Muscle & connective tissue movement for
Aches, pains, strains, sprains & post-op rehab.

Treatment cost: $50.00
Concession or Pension Card Holders $40.00

Massage (back, legs & arms) $30.00 per half hour
Hand or foot spa with some reflexology $50.00 

per one hour treatment
Treatment fees are refundable by most Private Health Funds

Phone Rhonda on: 0416 148 104

Yinnar  Fuel
 & Farm Supplies

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RANGE – GREAT SERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

+

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240
52 Main Street, Yinnar Vic 3869

The friendly Boolarra Wool Group.

Carla and her multi-colored rug.

Cardigan and beanie for Kate’s grand 
daughter.

CHURCHILL HOT BREAD
For ALL your

BREAD & PASTRY
requirements

HOT PIES
Take-away Cappucino

& Lattes
Now available

CATERING AVAILABLE
Monday to Friday - 7am - 5.30pm
Saturday & Sunday - 7am - 2pm

5122 3255
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Vale - Margaret Hall
10-09-1936 – 30-12-2018

Edited extracts from Margaret’s 2010 Boolarra His-
torical Society presentation Growing up at Glen-
loth, and from her 80th birthday party speech of 
September 2016.
I was born on 10 September 1936 at the Morwell 
Hospital. I am a twin, my twin sister Mary died 15 
years ago last month. I have another sister Jeanne 
six years younger – just the three of us girls in the 
family. I grew up on a dairy farm that our par-
ents Mac and Anne Drane had which is where the 
Traralgon Winery is now.
My earliest memories are of going shopping in 
our horse and buggy with my parents and also 
going to school. The shops I remember are Pur-
vis Stores, which had hardware and groceries etc. 
Wally Phillips Milk Bar where Mary and I had 
four penny flavoured ice creams that Dad bought 
us. The two newsagents run by Bert Coates and 
the Miss Browns - Bessie and Bonnie, two butcher 
shops Marsh’s and Stoddard’s. Robinson’s chem-
ist shop on the corner (where Chemist Ware-
house now is), Mr Robbie had a cure for almost 
anything, Anderson’s Bakery - where Kit Dunbar 
worked and used to make cakes there, two dra-
pery shops Everington’s and Jeffries. Our doctor, 
Dr McLean always came out to our home when 
any of us were ill. There was the Traralgon Mart 
and saleyards in the town in those days too.
Mum would drive the horse and buggy when we 
went to the Grey Street Primary at Traralgon. Lat-
er on when the school bus came we were able to 
get to school that way. It was World War II just 
after we started school and the air raid shelter was 
across the road from the school and I remember 
having air raid practice in the shelter. We later 

went to Traralgon Higher Elementary School but 
had to leave when 14 years old as our mother was 
ill and Mary and I were needed to help with farm 
work etc, no electricity in those days, so hand-
milking about 60 cows took a while, everyone was 
needed.
Our Gran Lang came to live with us when Mary 
and I were babies and was a lovely lady and must 
have been a great help to my mother as she looked 
after us children when we were young. Home was 
an old style house, with detached kitchen, no elec-
tricity, so kerosene lamps and we had a big wood 
stove with an urn or fountain on it for plenty of 
hot water. The kitchen was a very large room with 
a couch in it, so a sitting and dining room as well. 
Our lounge room really wasn’t used much at all 
except in winter time when we had lovely log fires 
as had red gum trees on our farm and the wood 
was so hot and burned slowly.
Dad was always busy putting in crops of maize or 
oats and made our own chaff with the chaff cut-
ter, used the draught horses to plough the pad-
docks. We had pure-bred stud Ayrshire cattle on 
our dairy farm. Our stud name was ‘Glenloth’. 
We also had pigs, turkeys, chooks and ducks, and 
separated the milk so plenty of skim milk for pigs 
and calves. Our father started taking some of our 
best cattle to country shows. About 50-60 years 
ago agricultural shows were very popular, plenty 
of dairy cattle as so many dairy farmers about. 
Mary and I helped a lot with the preparing of cat-
tle and Jeanne also helped when she was older. 
We had quite a lot of success with our cattle at 
the shows and my favourite cow Glenloth Grace II 
won 37 championships at country shows – a re-
cord - and was only ever beaten twice and both 
times I wasn’t too happy with the judge! Mary and 
I went in junior - and later senior - judging com-
petitions, and were quite successful. 
It was a good day Show Day as we used to meet 
up with friends and relatives and they would be 
watching our cattle being judged and then some 
of them would come and have a cup of tea and 
cake with us and sit on the bales of hay and have 
a talk. After lunch we took prize-winning cattle in 
the parade around the arena. Then we came back 
and loaded the cattle etc, and returned home. It 
was quite an effort to milk our cows when we ar-
rived home after the show, as they had so much 
milk. It was great when we got the milking ma-
chines as the job was soon done. I usually got the 
cows in for morning milking as liked getting out 
of bed early and had good horse to ride
 (a good dog too which sadly died early of dis-
temper - I was so sad looking at him as he was so 
clever).
Those years seem a long time ago and they are, as 
was 22 nearly 23 when married and now am 80. I 
met Bruce at a dance in Traralgon and really liked 
him, we both liked cattle, especially Ayrshires. 
Bruce and I decided to keep going out together 
to dances and picture theatres. I really liked mu-

sicals: Doris Day was my favourite as she sang 
beautifully and could dance and acted so well. 
After about two years we decided to get married 
…we have been married 57 years last month and 
have lived at Budgeree all those years, two differ-
ent houses on the farm.
What I have done over the years - since married
•	 We	 have	 four	 lovely	 children	 Alison,	
James, Lyndel and Alan – and also have Oscar, 
great son-in-law, and dear Meg – great daughter-
in-law. And three beautiful granddaughters Emi-
ly, Amber and Stephanie. Proud of them all.
•	 Had	 lots	 of	 holidays	 at	 Lakes	 Entrance	
and Inverloch, also travelled around most cities 
in Australia. 
•	 Formed	our	own	Ayrshire	Cattle	Stud,	and	
showed our cattle at country shows. Did some Ay-
rshire cattle judging. 
•	 Did	house	work	for	family	in	Morwell	for	
nearly four years
•	 Made	lots	of	jam,	sauce	and	pickles	etc.,	as	
had plenty of fruit in the orchard and blackberries 
all over the farm in those days.
•	 Made	gardens	at	both	spots	I’ve	lived.
•	 Played	a	bit	of	lawn	and	carpet	bowls.
Clubs I have been in:
•	 Boolarra	Presbyterian	Church
•	 Boolarra	CWA
•	 Boolarra	 Brownies	 -	 Leader	 and	 Ladies	
Auxiliary
•	 KYB	Know	Your	Bible
•	 Budgeree	School	Mother’s	Club
•	 Religious	 Education	 at	 Budgeree	 School	
four years
•	 Ladies	Auxiliary	member	Mirboo	North	
High School and helped at Canteen there
•	 Gippsland	 Ayrshire	 Cattle	 Club	 -	 Treas-
urer  
•	 Central	Gippsland	Retired	Person’s	Asso-
ciation for over 20 years
•	 Boolarra	Historical	Society	and	Friends	of	
Red Cross Boolarra”.

Postscript: Margaret was diagnosed with bowel 
cancer in August last year. Unfortunately it had al-
ready metastasised to the liver. Margaret sadly suc-
cumbed to this illness quite rapidly; passed away at 
home, with loving care and attention of her family, 
on 30 December 2018. A special thanks to locals: 
the Boolarra Friends of Red Cross for catering so 
ably at the Bowling Club on the unexpected, ex-
ceedingly hot day of Margaret’s funeral - and Rob-
ern Lubawski of the Boolarra Uniting and Coop-
erative Church.
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Reflections on 
Community Spirit
We are very fortunate at the moment to be in the 
middle of an unprecedented series of community 
events, with six events within a nine-week period 
from the end of January to the end of March. That 
they are all occurring in such a short space of time 
is serendipitous, as for several of them the timing 
was essentially outside the organiser’s control.
So far, we have had three events, plus the launch of 
the Boolarra - A Community with a Heart Appeal, 
which have all demonstrated in different ways the 
great strength of community spirit here in Bool-
arra.
Next week, as I write, is the 17th Boolarra Folk Fes-
tival, while on 28 March is the Small Halls Tour 
concert in the Memorial Hall which will feature 
award-winning Canadian trio The Once, Austral-
ia’s John Flanagan and our very own, The Magen-
tas.
And finally. on 31 March there will be an after-
noon of live music at the Pub featuring five or six 
bands.
The three events to date have all been very differ-
ent, but they have all showcased the great commu-
nity spirit we have here in Boolarra.
Australia Day
Once again, we had a great Australia Day celebra-
tion in Railway Park. These days there is a view 
that a day commemorating the white invasion of 
Australia is not an appropriate event for celebra-
tion. I understand and sympathise with that view. 
However, I must say that to me what we do in 
Boolarra is celebrate our community and the ties 
that bring us together. It is those values that we 
celebrate, echoed in thousands of communities 
across Australia, that make this a good country.
I also believe that we are unique in the way we rec-
ognise community achievement by nominations 
from fellow community members. Most commu-
nities that do something similar recognise one, 
perhaps two people each year, chosen by their 
community association. In thirteen years, we have 
had 128 people recognised for their contribution 
to the community. A common reaction from re-
cipients is “I don’t know why I was nominated, I 
just do my bit.”, but that is what make us a strong 
community, with so many just doing their bit.
I love it when recipients bring their families along 
to share the moment with them, and I know that 
many have made big efforts to be available on 
the day. I know there are many more worthy re-
cipients out there in the community; I pass them 
every day and wonder to myself, how come that 
person hasn’t been nominated yet.
10-year Bushfire Anniversary
A week or so later the 10-year Bushfire Anniver-
sary event was held at the Hall. Special congratu-
lations to Rick Teychenne and Grant McNeill for 

coming up with the format of the night and ap-
plying for the funding to bring it to fruition, and 
also to Roz Carstairs for the great job she did in 
preparing the photographic display. Grant also 
master-minded the DVD that was played on the 
night.
A number of people have commented to me that it 
was the best event they have been to in Boolarra. 
Below is the text of an email that Heather Farley 
from Latrobe City Community Liaison sent to the 
organising committee. Heather has had a long as-
sociation with Boolarra, working with the Boolar-
ra Community Development Group when it was 
first established, and being part of the team that 
organised and staged the very first Boolarra Folk 
Festival.
Hi Rick, Colin, Grant, Kate, Roz, Di, Chels & Co
Wow – what a wonderful event you organised for 
your community and beyond on Saturday night. 
I hope you’re all feeling very proud when reflect-
ing on the night and that all the work and thought 
that you put into it was extremely worthwhile. 
It was a brilliant evening of community camara-
derie, laughter, story-telling and reflection, show-
casing the pain, but also the resilience and recov-
ery of your community.  The evening had such a 
wonderful feel to it in every aspect - the talented 
emcee, the speeches, the timing, the attention to 
detail, the displays, the music, the video - people 
and their stories, the entertainment, the laughter 
and not forgetting the food and the overall ambi-
ence created by the way the hall was set-up and 
the way people were welcomed and ‘managed’.
After all your work put into the planning, seek-
ing funding and then organising and delivering 
the event I really hope you were able to enjoy the 
evening as much as others like myself did. 
It really show-cased your community and while 
the fire is still raw for many, it gave people a strong 
sense of connection; of a positive future, ongo-
ing change and how some good can emerge out 
of a tragedy and that people are not on their own/
alone.
Congratulations and thank you sincerely.
Warm regards
H
Tom Curtain Speak Up tour
One week on we had the Tom Curtain Speak Up 
Tour at the Boolarra Community Hotel. Another 
fantastic night, extremely well organised and a 
great showcase for the Boolarra Community Ho-
tel and the wider Boolarra community.
Peter Richardson, on the Boolarra Buy and Sell 
Facebook page, summed it up beautifully, along 
with a couple of the subsequent comments:
Boolarra, take a bow. The Tom Curtain Speak Up 
Tour held Saturday just gone was a massive suc-
cess by any measure. The monies raised for Dol-
ly's Dream and the anti-bullying message for the 
many kids present was worth its weight in gold. 
I spoke personally with Tom and Annabel who 
were blown away with the venue, facilities and the 

numerous support agencies present. 
The night went without a hitch and had a sensa-
tional mood about it. The organising committee 
and many volunteers have done our town proud, 
the event was so well planned and executed. The 
work put in by so many is something they should 
all be proud of, I will single out two people who al-
ways go above and beyond to help so many is Tim 
and Kathy Ryan. Tim and Kathy go about their 
ways under the radar with many folks not able to 
appreciate their unselfish efforts including their 
personal approach to Tom Curtain six months ago 
for this event amongst numerous others. 
Well done everyone, Boolarra has shone.
Jamie Hamilton:
“Special shout out to all the volunteers as well. They 
know who they are ....... They worked their arses 
off to make the event run smoothly. They don't ask 
for pats on the back they just do it. Cheers”.
Pauline Camp:
“A great family event - the kids were having a ball, 
and the party continuing with Tim. Gorgeous 
evening”.
The only thing I would add to that is a special 
mention to Jeanette Teague, an old friend of Dave 
O’Brien’s from Newborough, who did an incred-
ible job chasing up sponsorship, organising event 
permits, applying for grants and developing and 
tracking the financial budgets to ensure the night 
was a success.
Boolarra - A Community with a Heart ap-

peal
Finally, the community response to Boolarra - A 
Community with a Heart appeal for Shannon at 
the Post Office has been absolutely overwhelm-
ing in its generosity. Denise Schiller approached 
myself and Sue Webster several months ago and 
explained Shannon’s position and asked if the 
Community Development Group would be able 
to assist. We agreed to and set an arbitrary target 
to raise $10,000, as a figure that was potentially 
achievable and would go some way towards assist-
ing Shannon and his family. 
Denise launched the appeal at the Australia Day 
celebration, and the community has really taken 
it to their heart. $1,000 raised at Railway Park on 
Australia Day, $5,000 through GoFundMe with-

Continued next Page.

Appeal launch/collection for postie Shannon .
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Donate Life

My sister Leigh was an organ donor, and by do-
ing so, saved the lives of three people. Leigh had 
a stroke and was airlifted from Boolarra to the 
Alfred Hospital, where she was pronounced brain 
dead on the evening of May 24, 2017. 
We were all still coming to terms with our brother 
John, who passed away in his sleep in July of 2016 
aged 42, when Leigh also passed away 10 months 
later, aged 48. When John died our hearts were 
broken. When Leigh died, they were shattered.
The support we got from Donate Life was inval-
uable to us all, and still is to this day. Leigh had 

her own guardian Angel from Donate Life who 
stayed with her during her procedure. All of our 
questions were answered, and we were always in-
formed on what was happening with our sister. 
Family and friends have now also registered to be 
organ donors after seeing first-hand the compas-
sion and care that was given to Leigh. Donate Life 
took individual hand prints and a lock of Leigh’s 
hair for all family members.  
We now find great comfort that even though Leigh 
is not with us in person, she has saved three lives 
through being an organ donor. Through Donate 
Life you can send and receive a letter from the do-
nor family or recipient. No names are given out. 
Not knowing who received Leigh’s help does not 
matter. What matters is they now have a chance at 
life again. 
We have received a thank you letter through Do-
nate Life from one of Leigh’s recipients. It means 
the world to us. They have their husband and fa-
ther back. Knowing part of Leigh has helped oth-
ers to regain their lives makes us all so happy. 
Mum wrote back to let them know all about Leigh. 
We hope they too found comfort in Mum’s letter.
Leigh brought love and laughter into our lives and 
now is helping others. I cannot say enough on how 
much Donate Life means to us, the help and sup-
port they have given my family before during and 

after Leigh‘s donation.
If anyone ever wants to have a chat about Donate 
Life, we would be happy to talk about how they 
have helped us then and now. 
I can be contacted through the Boolarra Post Of-
fice. 
Or visit the website:  donatelife.gov.au
Or phone (03) 8317 7400.

Thanks,
Sharron and Phil.

in= a week. Young Signs donated a sign for the 
appeal, the Bowling Club ran a raffle and raised 
over $800, the Wool Group donated $300, I know 
of anonymous donors who have contributed $500. 
But on top of that has been the steady stream of 
$20 and $50 donations, which so quickly add up, 
and the lovely heart-warming comments and 
messages of support on the GoFundMe site.
The Boolarra Community Hotel allowed us to 
run the Friday night raffle, which has raised 

around $500 and there are a number of fund-
raising events to come. On Sunday 31 March, 
there will be five or six local bands playing at the 
Hotel from about 11am through to late-after-
noon, with the $10 cover charge going directly to 
the Shannon appeal. In mid-June, we are look-
ing at something completely different with an 
afternoon of classical music at the Hall. We are 
also looking at running a Trivia Night during 
the winter and a garage sale/car boot sale around 
October.
If anybody would like to assist in any way, we 

would be very happy to hear from you, as it is all 
for a very good cause.
Thank you all, for making this a community to be 
enjoyed and to be proud of.

Colin Brick,
Boolarra Community Development Group.

We are a technology company 
based in the local area and are 
looking for people that have a keen 
interest in technology, like work-
ing and sharing ideas with others, 
are great communicators and are 
looking for new challenges. 

If this is you, please send your re-
sume to us at info@charlie-mac.com 
and we'll be sure to get back to you 
soon.

Public Bar
With the colder weather 
coming into winter it’s 

time to review our trad-
ing hours, will be open 

as follows:
Mon 3 – 8pm
Tue 3 – 9pm
Wed 3 – 9pm

Thur 3 – 10pm
Fri 3pm - Late

Sat 12pm - Late
Sun 12pm - Late

From previous page.

My sister Leigh: organ donor.
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KEN GRAEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo North 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester 
& Service Centre

 »

 » New & Custom Built Systems
 » Malware & Virus Removal

 » Software Sales & Installation
 » Advice & Assistance

 » Upgrades & Configuration
 » System Maintenance

 » Notebooks & Netbooks
 » Parts & Peripherals

 » Printer Consumables

grcs@internode.on.net
PO Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

Ph: 5169 6473 
Mob: 0429 696 473

  Grand Ridge
 Computer Services

Letter of thanks from Colin Brick to Leading Con-
stable Matt Ryan re: Tom Curtain
Dear Matt,
I am writing to express our heartfelt thanks to you 
for your recent support of the Tom Curtain Speak 
Up Tour event held in the grounds of the Boolarra 
Community Hotel on Saturday 16 February 2019.
The event was a resounding success, a perfect day 
with a crowd of 1,262 that exceeded all our
expectations! Tom Curtain was a brilliant enter-
tainer and engaged children at every opportunity 
and had them involved either with the working 
dogs’ demonstrations or dancing and singing on 
or off stage. The children had the opportunity to 
sing the Speak Up song (which many of them had 
practised) which was so heart-warming and in-

spiring!
Some highlights of the event included;
•	 39	 families	 (78	 adults	 and	 78	 chil-

dren/students) were supported to attend the event 
through the
generosity of community donors as we raised 
$4,130.80 specifically for this purpose.
•	 The	 156	 tickets	 were	 distributed	 to	 families	
through Anglicare Victoria, St. Vincent de Paul
Conference (Churchill), Ramahyuck and ten local 
schools; Boolarra, Churchill, Churchill North,
Hazelwood North, Lumen Christi, Mirboo North, 
Yinnar and Yinnar South Primary Schools and
Kurnai College and Mirboo North Secondary 
School.
•	Tom	and	Annabel	Curtain	were	so	 inspired	by	
our gesture to fund vulnerable families to attend
the event, they made available another 20 family 
tickets (40 more adults & 40 more children)
and we were able to distribute these to families the 
day before the show.
•	 Staff	 and	 volunteers	 from	 the	 Department	 of	
Health and Human Services ran a free T-Shirt
decorating activity for children who drew their 
own Speak Up/anti-bullying message on a TShirt
they got to keep.
•	Members	of	Lifeline,	Headspace,	Latrobe	Com-
munity Health Centre and the Victorian Police
Proactive Policing Unit spread the word about 
good mental health, support services and
keeping safe.
•	The	Dolly’s	Dream	merchandising	tent	was	in	at-
tendance and sold over $2,500 worth of Dolly’s
Dream memorabilia, further spreading anti-bul-
lying messages but also raised funds for the
Dolly’s Dream Foundation through all profits 
made.
•	Chris,	the	operator	of	the	Koffee	Kart,	donated	
50 cents for every cup of coffee sold to the
Dolly’s Dream Foundation plus had a bucket for 
extra donations from her customers. She

raised $129.55 that went to the Foundation, well 
done Chris!
•	Two	supporters	that	we	are	very	glad	didn’t	have	
anything to do were Dr Margaret Costello who 
maintained a First Aid presence and Dr. Belin-
da Wilkins, a Vet who was in attendance and on 
stand-by for animal first aid. We are very pleased 
to say they had a relaxing day but thank them sin-
cerely for their preparedness to spring into action 
if needed!
•	The	generosity	of	businesses,	organisations	and	
individuals was astounding! Too many to
mention by name but we have done our best on 
the attached list which includes 70 supporters
of the event. Thank you once again from everyone 
involved from the Boolarra Community Develop-
ment Group and the Boolarra Community Hotel.

Kind regards,
Colin Brick.

From Page 1.

TOM CURTAIN’S SPEAK UP TOUR
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Boolarra Australia 
Day Celebration 2019
Another great Australia Day celebration at Rail-
way Park in Boolarra with around 140 people 
turning out to enjoy the mild weather, an egg and 
bacon sandwich and a chance to have a chin wag 
with friends they don’t run into often. It was great 
to meet a number of the new residents to town in 
such a relaxed atmosphere.
How lucky were we with the weather? Scorcher 
one day, perfect the next. The Council had done a 
great job with the park which looked a picture and 
the trees look better every year, but a big thank 
you to Liz Black and Tim Ryan for cleaning up the 
bark that had come down in the heat and wind on 
Friday.
The kids had fun with games organised by Dan-
iel Brick, including sack races, and egg races. The 
older crowd members were kept on their toes by 
Australiana Trivia questions. The volunteers on 
the BBQ started at 7.30am to ensure the hungry 
masses were very well catered for. Special thanks 
to Russell and Jackie McGlade for bringing their 
BBQ down, and helping with the cooking. Thanks 
also to Tim Ryan for bringing his Truck’n with Tim 
sound gear down; good gear makes it a lot easier 
for the presenters and the crowd. Well done also to 
Chris Wareham for bringing the Koffee Kart along 
and providing free coffees to the masses.
Councillor Darrell White arrived from his prior 
commitments at Churchill and Yinnar and spoke 
of the significance of Australia Day, and the values 
it represents, and how these are reflected in our 
community and the strength of the community 
spirit within Boolarra, the large number of clubs 
and organisations in the town, and the important 
role of the Community Development Group. He 
was ably followed by Russell North, MLA, who 
commended the crowd on the community spirit 
evident in the town.
This community spirit was ably demonstrated when 
Denise Schiller launched Boolarra - A Community 
with a Heart  fund-raiser seeking to raise $10,000 
to assist our local postmaster, Shannon Blines, who 
has some serious health issues. A collection buck-

et went around 
the crowd and 
collected over 
$1,000, which 
together with 
$500 donated 
by the BCDG 
from proceeds 
of the Open 
Garden Day, 
gives a great 
start to the fun-
draising effort. 
A crowd fund-
ing site has been 
established and 
the link is avail-
able on the Boolarra Community Development 
Group Facebook page, and other Boolarra pages.
We then had the presentation of the Boolarra 
Community Recognition Awards, the raising of the 
flag and singing of possibly the worst rendition of 
Advance Australia Fair I have ever heard.
There were a good number of nominations for 
Community Recognition Awards this year. This 
reflects the enthusiasm people have for being able 
to have their friends’ efforts formally acknowl-
edged in front of an audience of their peers.
Once again it was a terrific range of recipients 
this year, with a number of the quiet achievers ac-
knowledged, along with a number of people who 
have been closely involved in key community ac-
tivities such as the Bowling Club and the Football 
Netball Club. There were also two nominations 
from Budgeree which emphasises the point that 
our community does not only consist of the town-
ship of Boolarra but also the adjoining areas.
Congratulations to the following recipients in rec-
ognition of their significant contribution to the 
Boolarra community:
Alan Hall
Since joining The Boolarra Link committee in 
2015, Alan has worked hard as subeditor, proof 
reader and secretary to raise the quality and gen-
erate interest in the Link. He writes insightful arti-
cles on local points of interest and on the history of 
Boolarra, sharing stories that might not normally 

be told. Above all, he exempli-
fies what it means to be part 
of Boolarra and her districts - 
having a strong focus on com-
munity and the environment.
Leanne Potter
Through her tireless work over 
the past three years to trans-
form the Budgeree Hall into 
a vibrant community space, 
Leanne secured funding of over 
$140,000 for improving the 
Hall and is the driving force be-
hind its renovation. Her work 
is especially important to the 

people of Budgeree because she integrates an un-
derstanding of the history of the Hall and a grand 
vision for its future.
Dave Grima
Who for many years has selflessly contributed his 
time and unique skills to assist many community 
groups. Dave is the original quiet achiever whose 
good deeds often go unheralded except by those 
he has worked closely with.
Garry Healey
Garry has given twenty years of service to the CFA. 
As a member of the Boolarra Brigade Garry does 
many things behind the scenes, as well as the ac-
tive firefighting, and is currently a junior brigade 
leader, and Brigade treasurer. Garry shows great 
compassion for other people and is always willing 
to help out.
Nadine Gleeson
Nadine contributes a significant amount of time 
volunteering at Boolarra Primary School. Nadine 
assists in a range of areas including within the 
classroom, facilities, fundraising and school coun-
cil. Her calm and friendly nature make her a joy 
to work with. Thank you, Nadine, for everything 
you do.
Pam Allen
For her hard work and unstinting dedication over 
many years to enhancing the Boolarra Bowls Club 
through organising the kitchen, cleaning, rep-
resenting the club at interclub functions and as 
Treasurer. Pam has done an outstanding and tire-
less job.
Kaylah Pike
Kaylah is a great support to the Boolarra Football 
Netball Club, on the committee, playing netball, 
helping in the canteen and kitchen and generally 
supporting all aspects of Netball. Her friendly, easy 
going nature makes her a delight to have around 
the club and a huge asset to our community.

Colin Brick, OA,
Boolarra Community Development Group.

Cr Darrell White, Kaylah Pike, Dave Grima, Leanne Potter, Alan Hall, Pam Allan, Garry Healey, 
Nadine Gleeson, Russell Northe, MLA.

Sack races on Australia Day, Railway Park .
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Instead of heading into Boolarra for the Folk 
Festival on March 2, Budgeree went into Emer-
gency mode with the Budgeree Fire kicking off. 
It was a tough weekend for everyone with some 

deciding to go and others 
staying. Thankfully no houses 
were lost here. It was a very 
scary time with such a large 
fire looming over us. Thanks 
to everyone that reacted so 
quickly to protect our com-
munity and our beautiful his-
toric buildings.  
The renovations at the Hall have been con-
tinuing with the new internal lights installed, 
the arrival of the fridge, lino in the kitchen 
installed and the plumbing finished. The next 
few weeks will see the new doors and locks 
installed and the internal and external paint-
ing being done. Thank you to Foundation for 
Regional, Rural Renewal (FRRR) and the La-
trobe Valley Authority (LVA) for the grants to 
upgrade the Hall.
The new kitchen was unveiled at the Budgeree 
Christmas Tree in December.  A large crowd 
was entertained by The Strzelecki String Bust-
ers and the beautiful choir voices of Singing 
with Amber.  It was a very hot evening which 

was perfect for a picnic outside on the lawns of 
the Old Budgeree School. The sausage sizzle, 
cooked so well by Max and Gladys Hall, proved 
a favourite and the children enjoyed running 

around and playing on the original school 
playground equipment. However, the arrival 
of Santa on the back of the late Charlie Roy’s 
grey, 1957 Massey Ferguson, so wonderful-
ly restored by Edgar Owen, stole the show.  
Thank you to everyone who came along and 
supported the Hall and Budgeree Communi-
ty.  It is our major fundraiser for the year and 
all the funds raised go directly back into the 
maintenance and improvements to the beau-
tiful historical building.
Congratulations also to Budgeree residents 
Alan Hall and Leanne Potter for their Com-

munity Recognition Australia Day Awards on 
Saturday 26 January. Alan has volunteered for 
many years on the Boolarra Link Community 
Newspaper. He is a proof reader, subeditor and 
secretary. Leanne was acknowledged for her 
work securing the grants for the Budgeree Hall 
refurbishment.

Strzelecki Stringbusters performing at 
the Budgeree Hall.

Singing with Amber ‘Duenna’ choir. 

Picnic in the grounds of the Old Bud-
geree School.

Edgar on the tractor with Santa.

ATTENTION:  ALL FARMERS
Foxes Are On The Prowl Again. We will be baiting on our property in April/May.
Anyone interested in coming on board to ensure a large area is covered and to stop these feral 
pests from destroying new born calves and lambs are most welcome.
If interested, please contact Dave or Jan Holt either at Yinnar Fuel & Farm Supplies on 
5163 1501 or 0427 696 611.
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Mirboo North & District Vital Signs reveals its 
“Village of 100”
Supported by the Mirboo North & District Com-
munity Foundation and the Mirboo North & Dis-
trict Community Bank® and led by an advisory 
committee of individuals representing our com-
munities, the Mirboo North & District Vital Signs 
project is gathering data and talking to local ex-
perts in relation to health, education, economy 
and environment.

Mirboo North & District’s Vital Signs project is 
a community check-up that aims to measure the 
vitality of our community and identify significant 
trends in a range of areas critical to quality of life.  
Ruth Rogan, Executive Officer for the Mirboo 
North & District Community Foundation com-
mented “Apart from the data that is being gath-
ered on health, education, the economy and en-

vironment, we are exploring additional data to 
give a snapshot of 'what' our communities look 
like. These will be revealed in a series of graphics 
through print and social media over the next two 
months, as if our communities were a Village of 
100.”
Which communities are we talking about?  The 
Mirboo North & District Vital Signs project cov-
ers Dumbalk, Allambee, Thorpdale, Narracan, 
Yinnar and Yinnar South, Boolarra and Boolarra 
South as well as Mirboo North, and many smaller 
communities in between.  
And if our communities were a village of 100, 
what would we look like?
If our communities were a village of 100, 50 of us 
are men and 50 women.  One is an Indigenous 
person.  Eighty of us were born in Australia while 
20 were born overseas.
How many hours do we work? 
Compared to the Victorian average, more of our 
community works part-time. We also have a larg-
er group who work more than 49 hours a week, no 
doubt including the large number of people run-
ning their own businesses, including farmers.
And what do we earn?
If our communities were a village of 100, 44 of us 
would be earning below $650 a week and 1 of us 
would be earning over $3,000.  It is interesting to 
note that in 2016, the minimum weekly wage for a 
full-time job (38 hours) was $672.
Over the next two months, we will be sharing 
more interesting insights into the make up of our 

communities through our Facebook page and 
Newsletter. This will drill down into the detail of 
particular communities within our district, e.g. 
Boolarra, Yinnar, Thorpdale and Mirboo North.   
To find out more, follow us on Facebook www.
facebook.com/mirboonorthdistrictsvitalsigns or 
email mirboonorthdistrict@vitalsignsaustralia.
org.au

7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra Vic 3870 
Ph: 03 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523 

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE

Open: Monday to Friday, 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturdays, 9.00am to 11.00am 

except long weekends we will be closed.
Supplying all Australia Post Products - 

including Express, International
and Registered mail, Stamps, Packaging etc. Photocopying & Fax Service. 

Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals 
are also available. We also have some Gift Cards. 

Banking services are available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can 
help you do a Western Union Money Transfer. 

Travel Money/Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa Cards available 
here as well as the Travel Visa cards. 

We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.
We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, 

 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you 
are entitled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery. 

You may set up an email notification with us when mail is awaiting collection (Mail2Day).

Mary & Shannon & Team

Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
 

Rob Franssen & Dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

If No Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal



The Boolarra Link - Match 2019Page: 12

Boolarra Fires Anniversary 
Event Speech
Acknowledgment of country – I wish to acknowl-
edge the Gunai Kurnai people, Traditional Own-
ers of the land on which we meet and pay my 
respects to their Elders past, present and future.
A decade ago we, as a community, faced a terrible 
threat. A decade ago our community overcame 
that threat and then drew together to recover, to 
rebuild and to recreate. That is community. That 
is resilience.
The Delburn Complex fire was the biggest chal-
lenge our Brigade had faced for a long time. All 
of us here tonight have very strong, stark and 
often scary memories of those days at the end of 
January 2009. Those memories are now a part of 
who we are - as individuals, as a community. They 
have become a part of our story. Boolarra’s story. 
And there are many, many stories. Stories of brav-
ery, of courage and of persistence. Of kindness, 
of patience and of care. Many of those stories are 
known to only a few and many of those stories will 
never be told. Perhaps they should be. Perhaps 
not. These are stories of resilience. Of strength and 
of community.
Over time, our fire has become a part of what is 
now commonly referred to as the ’09 Fires. I un-
derstand how and why this has happened but per-
sonally I, with many others, struggle with it. I feel 
as though our fire, the Delburn Complex fire that 
happened a week before Black Saturday, a part of 
our story, has become lost. 
Fires are tricky buggers at the best of times – con-
stantly changing, shaped by the landscape, the 
weather, the fuel. Hot, smoky, sweaty – danger-
ous. Unpredictable. The Delburn Complex – our 
fire -was the biggest fire any of us in the Brigade 
had ever fought. For some of our firefighters it was 
the first fire they had ever fought. Imagine that. 
Another untold story.  It was bloody hard work 
– physically exhausting and emotionally exhaust-
ing. When your own community is so terribly 
threatened and you are working so hard to try and 
keep it safe, every loss – of property, of stock, of 
fencing, of wildlife and of bush – makes it harder. 
And even more important to keep going. To do 
our best to keep our community safe. We did our 

best.
We had so much support to fight our fire – from 
our neighbouring brigades and brigades across 
the state, from DELWP and HVP firefighters, the 
aerial attack, the heavy plant – all working togeth-
er on the fire to contain and eventually control 
it. The police, St. Johns and the Ambos. And the 
unseen support to manage all of those firefighters 
and appliances - from CFA management and staff, 
the people in the ICCs, the peer support people, 
and the DMOs – the list is endless. This includes 
the support for our community from so many 
other organisations, local government, state gov-
ernment, and local businesses - I can’t begin to list 
all of them – but they all swung into action to help 
us. That is community.
And then, a week later, while we were still grap-
pling with what had happened to us, we had Black 
Saturday. Even more horror. Churchill, Callignee, 
Bunyip – so close to us. And, of course, other com-
munities who suffered terrible losses – Marysville, 
Kinglake and others…  Deaths in communities 
across the state. Even more loss of livelihoods, 
property, stock and wildlife. Blackened landscapes 
in so many areas. And again, so many people 
came together – to face, to fight, to support each 
other and then to begin the long, slow processes 
of rebuilding, recovering, regaining a new sense of 
normality. Together. Community.  
A decade on – we remember. We reflect. For us, 
proudly Boolarra Fire Brigade - your brigade – the 
memories are strong. They always will be. Howev-
er, as a Brigade, your Brigade, we have grown. We 
have learnt, we have adapted and we have changed 

as a result of our fire. We are stronger and 
more connected than ever before. We look 
after each other. On Black Saturday, we were 
able to send two tankers crewed by Boolar-
ra members to help at Churchill, while the 
rest of us stayed and worked with the strike 
teams from out of town to hold our fire with-
in the containment lines. And we did hold 
it – even though we were not expected to in 
the conditions. We are proud of that. But, 
while we were working here, we were told 
that both our Boolarra crews been involved 
in extremely dangerous situations, as were a 

number of other tanker crews at the Churchill 
fire. We were told they would be assessed, de-
briefed and then returned to our station. We 
waited. Not one Boolarra member went home 
to rest that night until all of our people were 
back in our station and we knew they were OK. 
There were many hugs and some tears. We hug 
a lot now in our Brigade. We look after each 
other. 
We have an upgraded Fire Station and addi-
tional equipment – fully funded by the dona-
tions from our community and around Aus-
tralia that came pouring in the weeks and 
months after the fires. We have a new satellite 
station in a more accessible location at Bool-
arra South for our second tanker, courtesy of 

the CFA Building Program. Our appliances will 
be upgraded in the coming years. We have devel-
oped new skills and qualifications. We have suc-
cession plans and leadership development strat-
egies. We have detailed plans for the protection 
of community assets in the event of an incident. 
We have the Community Alerting Siren system – 
which will sound continuously for five minutes to 
alert our community that there is a threat and that 
they need to seek further information. This was a 
direct result of the decision to sound the siren to 
alert our community that the fire was about to im-
pact our town. Boolarra – our community- took 
part in the trailing and testing of the emergency 
SMS procedure that has now been implemented 
across the state. We have a Neighbourhood Safer 
Place – right here in our hall. We have stronger 
community dducation around preparedness and 
planning; and we use local media, social media, 
community organisations and events, and word 
of mouth to reinforce those messages to our com-
munity. We work with our school and our kinder 
to help educate our younger people about fire and 
how to be safe. We patrol the popular unofficial 
campsites along Morwell River Road, chatting 
with campers about fire safety. We have a thriv-
ing Junior Brigade who meet fortnightly. We have 
built and continue to build our membership, and 
we have a diverse range of people and skills that 
help to make our Brigade strong. Not all of us are 
firefighters – there are many roles that people can 
take on in the brigade and the CFA. They are all vi-
tal. And we are always looking for new members, 
so come and have a chat with me later if you think 
you might like to join us. We train fortnightly 
and come together every Sunday at the station to 
maintain and build our skills. We look after each 
other. We laugh a lot. At a wider level, we have 
become part of the newest CFA District, District 
27 and work with brigades within that district at 
a group level to ensure that the protection of our 
communities is the best it can be. Our commu-
nications network is vastly improved with digital 
technology, repeater stations and the equipment 
we need to work effectively together. We con-
ducted an enormous amount of testing across the 

Di Billingsly addresses the large gathering.

Boolarra Remembers: ten years after the fires.
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Brigade area (which goes right down along the 
Grand Ridge Road and up to Budgeree) to identify 
any black spots for CFA Communications as the 
digital radio system was implemented.  We have a 
District Control Centre, Incident Control Centres 
as well as Local Command Facilities at Church-
ill and Toongabbie. They can, and do, swing into 
action to support operations on the ground very 
quickly. They have been pretty busy over the last 
few weeks. Planning and preparedness is ongoing  
– throughout the year. 
As the previous speakers tonight have said,our 
community, too, has grown. We have so many 
varied community organisations – groups of us – 
who do incredible work to make Boolarra what it 
is. We have a strong Development Group who are 
always seeking to support those organisations and 
to grow our town and what we have to offer. We 
have an incredible range of community facilities. 
We have a beautiful landscape – still bearing the 
scars of our fire but regenerated, renewed. A bit 
like each of us really. Most importantly – we have 
us. We are what makes Boolarra the strong and 
caring community it is. We work together to look 
after us. We are resilient. 
Tonight, we acknowledge the anniversary of 
the Delburn fire and the fires of 2009. We re-

flect. We remember. Together. The community of 
Boolarra. Us. Thank you.

Di Billingsley,
Captain Boolarra Fire Brigade.

Musical surprise: Greg Champion.

Brian Nankervis on stage.

More of the fine entertainment.

Holding hands to remember the events of ten years ago.

From previous page.
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www.hazelwoodhealthcentre.com.au
9a Georgina Place Churchill 3842 
P: 5122 2555 (24 hours)

Bulk Billing ALL Medicare Card Holders

Open Monday to Saturday
Evening Clinic Wednesday

Book online or download our MAACG App

Caring 
Family 

Medicine

Ten Years Since 
Boolarra-Delburn 
Fires
From ‘Boolarra CFA News’, Boolarra Link Vol.28 
No.1, April 2009.

Friday, 30 January 2009 is a day that will remain 
etched in the minds of the Boolarra community 
for years to come. After a number of hot summers 
and predicted high fire danger periods, the hills 
around Boolarra and Darlimurla burned. The ini-
tial fire behind the Boolarra Fish Farm occurred 
on Wednesday but was extinguished by local bri-
gades. However, on Thursday morning the Fish 
Farm fire re-ignited, along with a fire on Cream-
ery Road, Yinnar and another fire along the Str-
zelecki Highway, Mirboo North. The hot north-
erly winds drove the fires fiercely and, despite the 
best efforts of local fire crews, on Thursday even-
ing the Creamery Road fire joined with the Bool-
arra Fish Farm fire. CFA and DSE crews patrolled 
Macintosh’s, Todd’s and Darlimurla Roads as well 
as Bunderra Drive throughout the night, monitor-
ing the fire front, protecting assets and watching 
for spot fires.

On Friday, the township of Boolarra came under 
direct threat and a large number of firefighting 
appliances moved in to protect the community. 
At approximately 1.45pm the fire siren sounded 
continuously, indicating that the fire fronts were 
approaching, and at 2pm, the Mirboo North and 
Creamery Road fires joined on the hill between 
Piggery Road and Darlimurla Road. The flames, 
smoke and noise were incredible and a number of 
spot fires started in the township itself. In the hills 
behind Boolarra many homes, property stock and 
wildlife were lost.
One hundred and fifteen firefighting appliances 
and over five hundred fire fighters, both local and 
from around the state worked continuously to save 
lives and property in Boolarra. Seventeen aerial 
appliances were also engaged in the battle to pro-
tect our town, including the Eriksson Sky Cranes. 
A large number of media contingents were also 
present to record events.
Fire crews worked 24 hours a day to contain the 
situation, and the fire was finally declared con-
tained on Monday. Strike teams remained in the 
area to assist in mopping up and blacking out 
throughout the following week. This was an ongo-
ing task, as weather conditions continued to re-
main hot and windy and many flare-ups occurred.
By Saturday 9 February (Black Saturday), two 
strike teams remained stationed in Boolarra to as-
sist the local Brigade with managing any recurring 
incidents. The particularly dangerous fire condi-
tions provided many more turn-outs for firefight-
ers as they responded to calls from concerned 
community members throughout the day and into 
the evening. We also had a lightning strike that 
ignited a new fire at about 5pm. In addition, two 
crews from Boolarra fire Brigade responded to the 
Churchill fires that occurred on Black Saturday, 
encountering extremely dangerous situations as 
they provide assistance to our neighboring com-
munities, as they had to us the week before.
In the aftermath of the Delburn Fire Complex, 

damage assessment began as community members 
returned to their homes. Support services, coordi-
nated by Latrobe City, moved in to provide guid-
ance and assistance to members of the community. 
The work of local Boolarra firefighters continued 
day and night for five weeks after the main fire was 
contained, as we responded to a large number of a 
large number of calls from community members 
in relation to flare-ups, smouldering stumps and 
root systems and reports of smoke in the area. The 
recent rains however seemed to have extinguished 
the last remnant of the fires and we have not had a 
turn out for some days now.
All members of the Boolarra Fire Brigade were ex-
tremely grateful for the many deliveries of food, 
the offers of assistance and accommodation, and 
the expressions of thanks and support made to us 
during and after the fires. The strength of the peo-
ple of Boolarra continues to shine brightly as we 
work together to rebuild our community.

Saturday 31 January 2009 bush track.

Six weeks after the Delburn Fires at Darlimurla Rd

Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander,  
Contact Dave for Free Quotes

Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au
Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley gravel
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Reflection on changes in 
the community ten years on 
with regards to the Delburn 
Complex Fires. 

“Hello, my name is Colin Brick, and following the 
Delburn Complex fires I became the Chair of the 
Boolarra and Yinnar Community Recovery Com-
mittee. I have been asked to reflect on the changes 
in the community in the ten years since the fires.
However, it would be remiss of me not to start off 
by thanking all of you, and your colleagues who 
are not here, for the courage, skill and expertise 
you displayed ten years ago, and on countless oc-
casions since. My community would not exist in 
its present form without the efforts of hundreds 
of selfless volunteers over the three to four days of 
the fires. 
Boolarra and Yinnar communities comprise over 
a thousand individuals, all with their own dreams, 
and hopes and fears, and each facing a different 
experience of the fires, and reacting in their indi-
vidual way to the experience that they alone faced.
Boolarra is a resilient community and we have 
faced many challenges over our 135-year history. 
These include:
•	 the initial clearing of the land, and making a 

living from steep remote farms, 
•	 the changes in dairy economies of scale that 

forced hundreds of our small farmers off the 
land, 

•	 the 1930’s fire that burnt half of the shops and 
stores in town, and transformed the character 
of the town forever,

•	 the privatisation of the SECV in the 1990’s 
which has transformed the demographics of 
our community,

•	 10-15 years ago we suffered a heart breaking 
series of youth suicides and untimely deaths,

•	 And most recently the closure of Hazelwood 
Power Station.

Each of these events has changed the nature and 
character of the town to a greater or lesser extent.
The damage caused by the Delburn fires, and more 
importantly the response from our community, 
and from the broader community has also had a 
tremendous impact.

Probably the critical difference between the im-
pact of the Delburn fires, and the other events I 
have mentioned is in the nature of the response.
Each of the other events I have mentioned elic-
ited individual responses to react to the crisis or 
changed circumstances.
However, the response to the Delburn fires brought 
the community together in many ways and, I be-
lieve, made a strong community even stronger.
This does not avoid the sad truth that there were 
many cases of individuals who, in many differ-
ent ways, were badly impacted by the fires, and in 
many cases still remain impacted. Mental health 
issues and high anxiety were suffered by many. 
People have left town, couples have divorced, 
my daughter still stresses the moment she smells 
smoke. While service agencies tried very hard to 
help, bureaucratic bungling and red tape created 
further issues, and often very poor outcomes.
Nevertheless, the people in the community did 
come together to try and help each other out, and 
the support we received from the broader com-
munity was absolutely staggering in its kind-
heartedness and generosity.
One small example, but important to us, was the 
crowd that turned up at the 2009 Boolarra Folk 
Festival, around a month after the fires. It was a 
record crowd, and still remains our largest crowd, 
and it meant a lot to us that so many people had 
come to give us support in a very real and per-
sonal way.
The Community Recovery Committee comprised 
a group of community representatives and worked 
closely with Latrobe City, VBBRA, DHS and other 
service organisations to address the needs of Bool-
arra and Yinnar. 
One aspect of this involved the bricks and mortar 
work; the rebuilding of infrastructure, coordina-
tion of volunteers, and improving community fa-
cilities. I still feel guilty as I drive around the footy 
ground on the asphalt road paid for by the Greek 
govt.
The other, and I believe more important aspect was 
identifying and assisting those suffering trauma 
from the fires, and this was and is extremely diffi-
cult to do. Each individual faced a unique experi-
ence, and each reacts in a unique way. Even now 
people are reacting to the memories that these 
ten-year commemorative events bring up, and it is 
to be hoped that in some small way they serve as a 
means of closure for at least some people.
We found targeted approaches:  If you’re 
feeling anxious, come and talk to 
XYZ, was very ineffective. Our ap-
proach was to try to provide as many 
opportunities and avenues as pos-
sible to get the community out and 
mingling and letting them know 
that the support was available as and 
when they decided they needed it.
Even after the CRC wound up, the 
Community Development Group 

has continued this approach, promoting com-
munity activities to maintain and strengthen the 
bonds within the community.
So, ten years on what changes do I see to the com-
munity?
I think the majority of the community has moved 
on from the fires, and this is healthy, although an 
anniversary such as this does bring back many 
memories. 
Boolarra has always been a welcoming, open 
community, but I feel this aspect has probably in-
creased since the fires.
I think our sense of community spirit is stronger, 
knowing how we all pull together to help each 
other out.
I also think we are aware and grateful for how 
much help we have received from the broader 
community, and when the opportunity has arisen, 
we have tried to reciprocate that generosity, help-
ing other flood or fire affected communities.
I think three recent examples demonstrate that 
community spirit in action.
Firstly, as many of you are aware, the Boolarra 
community has banded together to buy the local 
hotel and it now operates as a community hotel, 
with around 200 local shareholders.
Secondly, our local postmaster, who is only 32, 
has a serious medical condition and needs a heart 
transplant, and he and his family face many out of 
pocket expenses. On Australia Day a crowd fund-
ing appeal was opened with a target of $10k, and 
yesterday, after ten days, over $8,000 had been 
raised.
And finally, next week the Boolarra Community 
Hotel is hosting the Tom Curtain Speak Up tour, 
which is a national tour focused on raising aware-
ness of the impacts of bullying and promoting 
strategies to combat bullying.
A ten-year anniversary is a moment for reflec-
tion. We need to acknowledge the pain and suf-
fering that has been suffered, but we also need to 
celebrate the resilience that Boolarra and Yinnar 
and many other impacted communities have dis-
played. Thank you.

Colin Brick OA,
Chair of the Boolarra-Yinnar Community Recovery 
Committee.

Colin Brick OA, Chair of the Boolarra-
Yinnar Community Recovery Committee.

The very well attended commemorative event.
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The Garden Club Christmas break up filled Joan 
and John’s shed to bursting point for a lovely social 
lunch. We held our February meeting and planned 
our calendar. The first trip to Blue Lotus 
gardens in Yarra Junction in March was a re-visit 
because, as our group has expanded, many had 
not been here and those who had been had en-
joyed it. It is a spectacular garden set in 14 acres 
with 40 ponds and lakes covered with thousands 
of blooms. There is a reproduction of Monet’s 
lake and other lovely gardens to explore. We are 
also planning to re-visit the Botanical Gardens in 
Cranbourne and Melbourne as there is much to 
enjoy in both. We are always looking for things 
to improve our own gardens and find inspiration. 
Even the bigger gardens can provide ideas we can 
put to use as our pictures show.

BOOLARRA GARDEN CLUB

Garden features.
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MN Playgroup
It is often said that it takes a village to raise a child. 
Here in Mirboo North we’re very lucky to have a 
village-like community and Mirboo North Play-
group is certainly one of its hubs. For many years 
MNPG has been pivotal in creating family con-
nections, community, and childhood friendships 
that have continued through to kindergarten, pri-
mary school and beyond. 
We have had a wonderful start to the year with 
many new families joining us. We have been treat-

ed to some lovely weather, which has meant 
many morning tea picnics on the outdoor rugs. 
The children have loved riding around the rac-
ing track in all manner of vehicles, playing in 
the sandpit and nature-based playground, in 
the cubby and on the other outdoor play equip-
ment (the swings are particularly popular!). 
New families are welcomed at any time of the 
year. MNPG runs on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9-11am at the old rail station next to Ba-
romi Park. There is also a visiting Toy Library 
that visits fortnightly.  As well as these regular 
catch ups, we also have other activities and ex-
cursions throughout the year such as weekly art 
and craft, kids’ yoga, visiting animals, an au-
tumn visit to Mossvale Park and bush walks.
We would love to see you and your little ones 
soon – we really are a very friendly and wel-
coming bunch! For further information please 
email us at mirboonorthplaygrouptoylibrary@
gmail.com.
photo could be "enjoying a morning tea picnic 
outside" and the second photo "exploring the 
toy collection"

Exploring the toy collection.

Enjoying a morning tea picnic outside.

CARDS 500 and 
CHESS CLUB

On every Monday night 
(including Public Holidays) at the
Boolarra Multi Purpose Building, from 7pm - 9pm. 

Come join a delightful friendly group of players ranging from 
beginners to the serious 
competitive players.

Please bring a small plate. Tea and coffee will be provided.
Charge of $3 per person to cover cost of hall hire.
So if you like a casual game of chess or cards, please do join us. 

No obligation to attend every week. Just come when you can. 

We do, however, need more chess play-
ers as there are only a few at present.

Enquiries: 

0408 177 406, 
0429 923 791.

BOOLARRA FRIENDS OF THE

2018 was a very successful year for us, 
as we raised a total of $3,428.09. Our 
thanks go to all the generous people 
of Boolarra and surrounding districts 
who helped make this possible. Hav-
ing set this bench mark we will try to 
break this this year!
On a sad note, we mourn the passing 
of Margaret’s Hall, a former member 
of our Red Cross Group. Margaret was 
a warm, loving lady who always had a 
smile and hug for everyone. We were 
proud to cater for her funeral on 4 
January. Our sincere condolences to 
all the family.
March is Red Cross Calling month, 
and once again the Yinnar Scout 
Group had planned to be doorknock-
ing in the towns of Boolarra and 
Yinnar due to the bushfires the door 
knocking was cancelled for this year. 
You can still contribute by placing 
your donation in the collection tins 

at the Post Office and Boolarra Store.
March is also a very special month for 
us, as we will be celebrating the 80th 
Birthday Morning Tea in the Multi-
Purpose Room on Monday 18 March 
from 9.30 to 11.30am.
Monday 6 May will see the return of 
King Island Fashions (formerly Bev’s 
Fashion). This is a very popular event, 
so please come and join us at the Multi-
Purpose Building 2.00 to 4.00pm and 
enjoy  the afternoon tea and beautiful 
clothes that Bev will bring with her. 
May is also Election Day (most likely 
Sunday 24 May) for the Federal Gov-
ernment. Bring your wallet when you 
come to vote we will have an Election 
Day Stall with books, DVDs, knitted 
Goods and all kinds of bric-o-brack. 
Our stall for the State Election last No-
vember raised $625.

51696721.Glenys Morgan,
Treasurer,
5169 6721.
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BUSHFIRES 
Unfortunately our local community has once 
again felt the wrath of bushfires over these past 
few weeks. It really has been a difficult time for 
many people with the loss of homes and livestock 
devastating for those impacted. As always our lo-
cal Country Fire Authority (CFA) crews demon-
strated incredible dedication and commitment 
over days on end in protecting lives and assets. 
We should be so proud of these amazing men and 
women who continually put themselves in harm’s 
way to help others. In fact same could be said for 
all emergency service personnel and volunteers 
including police, paramedics, SES crews and De-
partment staff. 
Once again the generosity of so many individu-
als, groups and organisations came to the fore in 
response to these fires. It was humbling to wit-
ness this first-hand at the Kernot Hall relief centre 
whereby people continually donated food, goods 
and their time to assist those in need. In addition 
Latrobe City Council staff, Red Cross, St John 
Ambulance, Country Women’s Association along 
with local service clubs such as the Lions and oth-
ers all chipped in where required. The journey for 
many people will be a long one, but we are a resil-
ient and supportive community and this will assist 
in the recovery process. 
Of course in February of this year it was the 10th 
anniversary of the Delburn complex of fires and 
Black Saturday fires. I look back on that time and 
recall such devastation and loss, but conversely I 
also have so much pride in the community I have 
the privilege to represent.  The Delburn complex 
of fires in late January 2009, threatened a number 
of communities including Boolarra and district.  
It was thanks to the heroic actions of the local 

CFA crews and emergency services personnel on 
the ground and in the air that these fires were not 
only contained but managed in such a way that 
they did not extensively flare up over the next few 
days, and when all hell broke loose on the day we 
now know as Black Saturday.
There have been a number of recent local com-
memorative events that I was humbled to at-
tend. It was terrific to catch up with many of our 
community leaders and everyday heroes at com-
memoration services that were held in Traralgon 
South/Callignee, Churchill, Hazelwood/Jeeralang 
and locally in Boolarra. The Boolarra event was 
just sensational - the formal part of the evening 
focused on the seriousness of the 2009 fires, but 
once the formalities had concluded we all enjoyed 
some great humour and entertainment. A big con-
gratulations to all the organising committee for 
hosting such a wonderful event.  
It is only with such a strong community and the in-
credible leadership within those communities that 
we could have survived these awful fire events. For 
so many, in so many ways, the impacts are still be-
ing felt and are thoughts are always with the loved 
ones of those who lost their lives on that dread-
ful day. I applaud all who assisted during and after 
these terrible fires – we are resilient, supportive, 
responsive and generous beyond measure.
TOM CURTAIN - SPEAK UP TOUR 
The week following the Boolarra bushfire com-
memorative event I was also able to attend the 
Tom Curtain Katherine Outback Experience at the 
Boolarra Community Hotel.  Accompanied by his 
horses, dogs and original music, the singer-song-
writer bought his Katherine Outback Experience 
to a large audience. It wasn’t all about fun and 
games, though; the Katherine Golden Guitar win-
ner has a serious message to spread as part of his 
Speak Up tour through school visits.  Through his 
close relationship with the parents of Amy ‘Dolly’ 
Everett, Tom was inspired to write Speak Up fol-

lowing the teenager’s sudden death after being re-
lentlessly bullied. 
Through his work in raising awareness of the ef-
fects of bullying, Tom became involved in Dolly’s 
Dream. The organisation works to raise awareness 
of bullying and its effects, prevent bullying and to 
support victims of bullying.  I applaud Tom for the 
work he is doing to raise public awareness of the 
impacts of bullying and mental health issues. But 
I also congratulate the Boolarra community and 
the organising committee for their dedication and 
efforts in bringing Tom’s show to town. It was such 
a fabulous night in not only highlighting a serious 
issue, but complimented by some fabulous enter-
tainment and a good time with friends.
BOOLARRA FOLK FESTIVAL  
The iconic and ‘free’ Boolarra Folk Festival was 
held on 2 March with a wonderful array of enter-
tainment, food and activities on offer. Once again 
attendances were very strong; however with fires 
occurring nearby there was some apprehension 
within the community about attending or not. 
That said the Boolarra Folk Festival is an event 
we should be so proud of from so many perspec-
tives. The talent and quality of the entertainment 
through to the number of stallholders is a great 
vindication of the regard in which the Festival is 
held. To be able to host a “free” event of this mag-
nitude requires the support of many businesses 
and volunteers and is so pleasing to see we have 
that in spades. I pay tribute to all of those on the 
organising committee for your vision and efforts 
on a Festival that just seems to get bigger and bet-
ter each year – well done!!

russell northe mLa
Member of Morwell

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

vvv

Boolarra Store
9-11 Tarwin Street Boolarra

Eat in or take away Catering available
*Light meals *Coffee *Cakes *Fresh sandwiches & rolls 

*Fish & Chips *Burgers *Bakery pies, pasties, sausage rolls *Roast beef & gravy rolls
*Fresh bakery bread *Milk *Papers *Grocery items *Smokes *Gifts *Ice *Gas Bottles

Café open for breakfast, lunch, dinner
Roast lunch & dinner on Sunday’s eat in or take away

Hours: Mon-Fri open 6.00am. Weekends and holidays open 8.00am Phone 5169 6452 
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Welcome Back Warren 
Warner to Mirboo North & 
District Community Bank® 
Board
Warren retired from the Mirboo North & Dis-
trict Community Bank ® Board at the 2017 AGM 
however after a short time away, he missed follow 
board members and the work that the board did 
for the community.  Warren decided he would re-
join and was welcomed back in late 2018.
Warren has lived full time in Mirboo North since 
2009 following his retirement from work. From 

1998 until 2009 he was a part-time resident.
The community is important to Warren and so, 
following his retirement he has been involved in 
the Wednesday Warriors as worker, secretary and 
president. Wednesday Warriors is a group that is 
responsible for maintenance of the Rail Trail and 

Lyrebird Forest Walk as well as doing other com-
munity activities as required.
Again, showing the importance of having strong 
organisations in the town, Warren is currently 
vice president of the MN Golf Club where he is an 
active member.
Showing a strong interest in the concept of the 
Mirboo North and District Community Bank®, 
Warren became a share holder at the launch in 
2010. He joined the Community Bank® Board in 
2011, was treasurer for seven years and active on 
two sub committees; endeavouring to add value 
to a very worthwhile bank.
The work ethic of all the bank staff and other Di-
rectors make Warren’s commitment to the Board 
and Bank a pleasure.

Gippsland Farmer Relief
The Mirboo North & District Community Bank 
Branch ® sponsors many local groups as part of 
its community involvement and engagement. 
Pictured is one such group of volunteers. Gipp-
sland Farmer Relief has been assisting farmers 
since 2016. Now that most of Central and East 
Gippsland is suffering severe drought, the num-
ber of farmers needing help has trebled. Gipp-
sland Farmer Relief is supplying more than 130 
families with much needed monthly food ham-
pers. Without sponsors and food donations from 
the public, supplies would be severely affected. By 
banking with your Community Bank, profits go 
back into the community.

Mirboo North & District 
Community Bank® 
Branch

Helping since 2016: Gippsland Farmer Relief.

Warren Warner.

Boolarra Trail Blazers
The walking group started 
early this year in late Janu-
ary - everyone was so keen. 
We continue to walk Thurs-
day mornings at 9.00am at 
the Oval. Later on, we will 
be going on our field trips 
– Matheson Park being the first one but at the 
moment we’re staying close to home to regain 
our fitness after Christmas delights. Plenty 
of room for all, so please ring John Lubawski 
on 5169 6494 or just turn up on the morning. 
Some people come just for the morning teas! 
Dogs, wombats and lizards are welcome too!

Phone John Lubawski on 5169 6494 or just turn up.
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Boolarra South Landcare Group

National Tree Day plantings at Apex Park.
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879.  
A1241988-4 (454637_v1) (24/02/2019)

If your bank isn’t doing the right thing by you, change 
to one you can feel better about.

• Australia’s 5th largest retail bank.

• 1.6 million customers.

• Competitive products. Innovative service.

• $200 million back to communities.

Drop into your nearest branch at 88 Ridgway, 
Mirboo North or phone 5668 1231 to find out more.

bendigobank.com.au

There are four 
big reasons to 
try number five.

Mirboo North & District Community Bank® Branch

We have been continuing talks with DELWP regarding Apex Park as there were problems with camp-
ers over the holiday period. Next stop is Latrobe City Council to discuss the issues with them. We feel 
we have made progress and had some ideas from DELWP which we will follow up. We tackled black-
berries at The Falls with HVP spraying Frontage Road where they had harvested pines at the same 
time. Our billy goat has been in action at the Mill Site and we can get in to areas to spray now where 
access was impossible before. Our January working bee coincided with the only heavy rain we’ve had 
all summer and it was like working in mid-winter. It meant we had to cancel our intended spraying.  
Many trees in the Arboretum have benefitted from their tree guards thanks to pipes from Dave Grima 
and Rob Fransson which Malcolm Thompson has cut to size. Steve Mansfield was able to provide a 
few wider pipes which have enabled bigger trees to be protected. Other trees are struggling with the 
dry. We have had soaker hoses that can reach from the tank, but water pressure is a problem without 
a pump on the tank. There is always plenty of work to do but we need a bigger group of helpers to get 
it all done. Working bees are on the second Saturday each month at 10am and we finish with lunch at 
noon. We will welcome any assistance, just turn up.

Boolarra Book Club
We have had a great start to 
the year with a discussion of 
the books of another by Mary 
Durack, a very famous Aus-

tralian author who has written so much 
about the earlier years in the outback. We 
had pies and damper for tea. Our book 
for February was The Casual Vacancy by 
JK Rowling, the very famous author of the 
Harry Potter book series. She is a wonder-
ful writer, very perceptive of the world 
around, but we found the book rather 
depressing. We would rather read Harry 
Potter.
This next month we are to read freely. We 
always do and bring along one or two of 
our favourite books/authors to share with 
the group.
If you want to buy marvellous books and 
very cheaply, call in at St Matt’s Op Shop 
that has newly opened in the main street 
of Yinnar (the church next to Mark Smee 
Motors).
We have a couple of vacancies in our group. 
We meet at 6pm for tea on the first Mon-
day of the month so please ring Robern on 
5169 6494. You could just come along to 
see how we operate.
Keep on reading and don’t worry about the 
dishes!

 Robern Lubawski.

Alan Hall operates the brush cuttter.

The January working bee, the Falls Reserve
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Sadly, we are about to lose the camaraderie, sup-
port and encouragement of our tireless President, 
Jeff Henderson. Unfortunately, Jeff and his wife 
Val have vacated their dwelling here in Boolarra 
and are moving to Lang Lang. By the time you 
read this article they may well have departed for 
their new place of abode.
Soon after the 2009 Delburn bushfires Jeff head-
ed up a sub-committee of the Boolarra Com-
munity Development Group with the view to 
setting up a Men’s Shed in our town. With the 
help of a small group of like-minded individuals 
the erection of the Shed, after lengthy and tiring 
navigations through red tape and bureaucracies, 
was completed in late 2012 and was officially 
opened by Darren Chester MP Federal Member 
for Gippsland and Russell Northe MLA Member 
for Morwell on 27 February 2013.
Jeff, with unrelenting support and assistance 
from Val, has guided the Shed and its members 
from inception up until the time of writing this 
article. I for one will miss him and his relaxed, 
good natured demeanour and his ready laughter 
and undying support of his fellow Shed mem-
bers.
We all wish Jeff and Val the very best in whatever 
their future holds and hopefully they will visit us 
at the Shed from time to time.
Occasionally contractors carry out tree pruning 
in and around our locale and they often deposit 
the mulch in the grounds of the Men’s Shed. The 
mulch is free to anyone in Boolarra so feel free 
to bring your trailer and help yourself, but please 
be discerning with how much you take as others 

will like to share in the bounty.
As reported in the last edition of the Link mem-
bers of the Shed have engaged in the restoration 
of household furniture, which has been very well 
received by happy customers. If you have any 
items that you would like to have restored, please 
visit us and discuss what we can do for you. Our 
prices are reasonable and competitive.
Our hard wood, timber slatted park benches 
with cast iron ends are continuing to sell like hot 
cakes so if you are in the market get in quick be-
fore you miss out. We do have some in stock and 
they are an absolute bargain at only $200 each. 
Also available are custom made coffins for hu-
mans, cats and dogs. We also have rough sawn 
pine slabs ($80 each) and 200mm x 75mm pine 
sleepers ($35 each) for sale at the Shed.
Monthly BBQs/luncheons at the Shed are con-
tinuing to be very well attended, so if you would 
like to come along and meet us, they are held on 
the last Monday each month at around noon.
To the males in the Boolarra and district com-
munity who have not experienced the camara-
derie of the Boolarra Men’s Shed, why don’t you 
come along on any Monday or Wednesday from 
10am to 4pm and have a chat and a cuppa or a 
soft drink. You might be pleasantly surprised 
what the Shed and its members hold in store for 
you.

Michael L Watt,
Vice President.

BOOLARRA MEN’S SHED 

Active In Our Community

Healing Rally 
The next healing rally at the Churchill Public 
Hall is scheduled for Friday 12 April, starting at 
7.30pm. This will be the fourth such rally and, 
although attendances have been quite small so 
far, there have been several notable answers to 
prayer. Because this rally is close to Easter, there 
will be Easter-themed musical items and givea-
ways this time. The healing rallies are a joint ven-
ture of Word & Fire Ministries and the Churchill 
Christian Fellowship, which formerly met in the 
old childcare centre in Maple Crescent. Bible 
study meetings are held in the Churchill Hub 
from 7.30pm on Tuesdays. If you are interested, 
please call Steve on 0409 173 747. 
A Cuppa and Clicks meeting is also held on the 
first Friday of each month at the home of Lynn 
Fowler. The idea is to enjoy some good fellow-
ship while at the same time making things for 
overseas or local missions. Contact Lynn on 0490 
137 149. Enquiries about any of these events are 
always welcome.

Boolarra Exercise Group

FIRE ACCESS TRACKS ON PUBLIC LAND AND 
WITHIN PLANTATIONS
Please keep your eye out for a petition (endorsed by Russell Northe MLA) which will be placed in 
the majority of fire affected areas around Victoria over the next week or so.  
This petition is fighting for all Fire Access Tracks on public land and within plantations around 
Victoria,  be re-instated and maintained all year round and are not constructed as dead end roads 
to improve access for all emergency service vehicles and personnel during an emergency such as 
bushfires. 
Thank you for your support and if you have any questions regarding this petition, please feel free 
to contact me on 0427 696 611.

Jan Holt,
Boolarra.
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The netball season is fast approaching. To get 
started we would like to congratulate Gabrielle 
Francis on being appointed Netball President for 
the BFNC 2019 season - we know you will do a 
fantastic job. Carrie Fox has been appointed Net-
ball Secretary and Faye Taylor as Treasurer. We 
are also pleased to announce it will be a prom-
ising start to the 2019 season for the Boolarra 
Netballers, with Greta Douch appointed as Head 
Coach for A and B grade. All coaching positions 
have been appointed, with good numbers of girls 
showing up to trainings for all senior and junior 
teams.
Coaches are as listed below:
A GRADE - Greta Douch
B GRADE - Greta Douch
C GRADE - Kathy Nicholls
D GRADE - Michelle Westwood
Under 17s - Hope Curran 
Under 15s - Gabrielle Francis

Thank you, ladies for taking up these positions, 
you are all greatly appreciated and supported by 
the BFNC and we wish you all the best for the 
2019 season ahead. A special thanks to our own 
qualified Personal Trainer Rikki-lee Jones, who 
has done a fabulous job running fun fitness ses-
sion’s leading up to the netball preseason train-
ings. Over the summer break she has done a great 
job stepping up and organising these sessions and 
encouraging the girls to stay fit and active over the 

break. Greta Douch upon appointment has gotten 
straight to business, getting pre-season and try-
outs underway early in late January. An early start 
meant early team selections, so the girls have a 
good chance to gel together in their teams before 
our practice matches and the start of the season.
Practice matches:
16 March Gormandale (HOME)
30 March Glengarry (HOME)
It’s been great to see so many friendly faces both 
new and existing attending our pre-season train-
ings. We have had a lot of girls attend which is 
great to see for the club and the town of Boolarra. 
We welcome everyone to join and support our 
family friendly club for what is to be a great sea-
son ahead. Watch this space. 
The Mid Gippsland season begins on 6 April with 

a home game against Thorpdale. We encourage 
everyone to come along and support the netball 
as well as the football for a great day out at Bool-
arra. Go Dees!

The Guy That Went Missing
Hello, my name is Sam, and this is my story and 
what happened to me.
I was sitting down watching TV in the lounge 
room. Then all of a sudden there standing in front 
of me was a young girl, how she reminded me of 
me.
“Hello there what is your name...” 
“You know how I am and why I am here,” and she 
said it to me again.
I was looking at her all puzzled. Then it occurred 
to me that the little girl was me when I was young, 
but what does she want with me?  As I was think-
ing about it a man came up long beside me and 
said, “Can you hold my hand I want to show you 
something.”
Then all of a sudden l was somewhere else.  We 
were standing in front of a construction site and 
in front of it was a two cars park boot to boot. One 

guy looked tall to me with light coloured hair and 
solid build with fair skin. The other guy was the 
African American that was standing next to me. 
The other guy looked to me he was in a yellow 
mustard colour uniform. They were in a heated 
fight, but I couldn’t see anyone fist fighting, but 
then I had noticed that the other guy leaned over 
into the boot of his car and hit him hard enough 
that the guy fell to the ground until he was dead. 
He grabbed a big plastic bag out of the car and 
placed him in to it.  Then started to take off so we 
had followed the car until the car came to a stop.. 
He got out of the car and placed the body in to 
the river. It was not that deep but deep enough 
to cover the body. As l looked down at the place 
where it was I could see the bag, then all of a sud-
den it started to move l got a saucy fright and I 
jumped 10 feet in the air. At this time the river 
was not a deep as it was back then, so I found my 
way down to the river and opened up the bag.
The guy that was next to me was not next to 

me anymore and he came out of the bag when I 
opened it and said, “Thank you so much for help-
ing me free I was trapped in that place when I 
died.  Now I am free to move on.”
Then he left and I woke up and realised it was just 
a dream and I had fallen asleep in the chair.
I am so glad it was not real or was it?

Tammy Roberts.

Senior netballers at pre-season training, at the Boolarra netball courts, 
on Wednesday night 27 February 2019. 
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Organisation  Contact Name  Phone
Boolarra Book Club and  Robern Lubawski
 Blazers Walking Group  John Lubawski   5169 6494
Boolarra Bowling Club   Roz Carstairs   0429 383 686 
Boolarra Cemetery Trust Roz Carstairs   0429 383 686
Boolarra and District Horse  Nicky Stewart     0412 448 789 
 and Trail Riding Club
Boolarra CFA   Di Billingsley   0408 173 637
Boolarra Community   Samantha Brick   0427 824 722  
  Against Domestic Violence Jacqui Healey    0447 455 198
Boolarra Community
 Development Group Colin Brick   5163 1212
Boolarra Netball /  Jackie McGlade   5169 6507
 Football Club  Paul Dodds   0418 436 737
    Greg Carter   0488 188 822
 Social Rooms       5169 6507
 Change Rooms      5169 6507
Boolarra Historical Society Mengar Hibbins    0429 696 210
Boolarra Multi Purpose
 Building  Sue Warren   5169 6395
Boolarra Play Group  Annabel Davy    0425 700 869. 
Boolarra Pre-school  Emma Read   0423 369 948
Boolarra Primary School Susan Duncan   5169 6471
Boolarra Quilting Group Linda Minter   5169 6702
Boolarra Red Cross  Glenys Morgan   5169 6721
Boolarra South Landcare Denise Schiller   5169 6425
Boolarra Tennis Club  Samantha Brick   5163 1212
Boolarra Wool and Spinning
 Group   Lois Thornton   0400 722 716 
Boolarra and Yinnar Community
 Recovery Committee Colin Brick   5163 1212 
Boolarra Youth Theatre Group Tania Brown     5169 6466

Organisation  Contact Name  Phone
Budgeree Hall   Leanne Potter   0429 111 192
Catholic Church  Fr Francis Otobo  5122 2226
Churchill Neighbourhood 
Centre    Abigail    5122 2955
Cooperating Church  Brenda Burney    5122 1480
Cricket Club   Jack Cleaver   5169 6428
Folk Festival   Rick Teychenne   0408 696 243 
Friends of the Morwell River Brian McLure   5664 8318
Grand Ridge Rail Trail  Neil Trease   5668 1580 
Justice of the Peace  Matt Gleeson    0427 696 461
    Gwenda Pither   0427 963 385 
Latrobe CC Fire Recovery Heather Farley   5128 5648
LaTrobe TaeKwon-Do  Dave Proctor   0402 270 347ss
Municipal Emergency
Response Officer   Lance King   5128 5426
Local Emergency Action Plan John Harris   0431 972 672
Memorial Hall   Roz Carstairs    0429 383 686
Memorial Park   Colin Brick   5163 1212
Men’s Shed   Jeff Henderson   0411 319 326 
Open Garden Day  Jill Simmons   5169 6516
Police    Matt Ryan   5169 6222
        0458 839 886
Pony Club    Secretary boolarraponyclub@gmail.com 
Russell Northe   Russell Northe   5133 9088
Scouts    Sylvia Sauppe   5169 6321
Soroptomist International Samantha Brick   0427 824 722
Stroke Support Group  Paul Howells   5623 5598
Wildlife Assistance  Jean Quick   5169 6606
Yinnar & District Judo Club Sharon Taylor    0418 681 245
    Peter Brimblecombe   0409 402 459
Yinnar Community Garden Catheryn Thompson  0435 048 153

The Boolarra Link Community Directory

Church Services 
in Boolarra and Yinnar

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Tarwin Street, Boolarra

Mass at 10.30am on 2nd and 4th Sunday in
 Boolarra and 10.30am on 1st and 3rd Sunday in 

Yinnar.
Liturgy at 10.30am on 2nd Tuesday of the month

 Contact: Father James Fernandez 
5134 2849 (Parish office).

Or Denise Schiller 5169 6425

ANGLICAN and UNITING CHURCHES
 IN CO-OPERATION
Tarwin Street, Boolarra

1st Sunday 11.00am and 2nd Sunday 10.00am
 in Boolarra

3rd Sunday 11.00am and 4th Sunday 10.00am 
in Yinnar

Contact Robern Lubawski: 5169 6494

MONDAY
EXERCISE CLASS - 9.30am, all ages, Boolarra Memorial Hall. Contact: Kathleen Millett 5122 2591 or 
Kate 5169 6592
BOOK CLUB - 8.00pm,1st Monday of the month. Contact: Robern Lubawski 5169 6494
MEN’S SHED - Between 10.00am and 4.00pm. Contact: Jeff Henderson 0411 319 326 
CFA - Every 2nd Monday from 7.00pm - skills training at the station - prospective new members welcome
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group - 2nd and 4th Monday from11.00am - 
     Multi Purpose Building. Contact Linda Minter 5169 6702 
TuESDAY
YOGA - 6.00pm-7.15pm Gentle Class. OR 7.30pm-8.45pm Advanced Class. Primary School/Multi Purpose 
Room. Contact: Kristy Mills 5169 6226
PILATES - 9.30am, Multi Purpose Building. Contact: Kathleen Millett 5122 2591
WEDNESDAY
MEN’S SHED - Between 10.00am and 4.00pm. Contact: Jeff Henderson 0411 319 326
YINNAR & DISTRICT JUDO CLUB - during school terms from 6.15pm - 7.30pm, Yinnar Recreation 
Reserve. Contact Sharon Taylor 0418 681 245 or Peter Brimblecombe 0409 402 459
THuRSDAY
PLAYGROUP - 9.30am-11.30am, Multi Purpose Build. Contact: Simone Oberdorfer 0421 417 735
WOOL GROUP - 11.30 am-3.30pm, Multi Purpose Building. Contact: Lois Thornton 0400 722 716
WALKING GROUP - Meet 9.00am, Boolarra Recreation Reserve. Contact. John Lubawski 5169 6494
FRIDAY 
EXERCISE CLASS - All ages 10.00am, Yinnar Memorial Hall. Contact: Kathleen Millett 5122 2591 or 
Kate 5169 6592
SuNDAY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY - 2.00pm-4.00 pm, 1st Sunday of the month, Boolarra Historical Museum
PONY CLUB RALLY - 2nd Sunday of the month, Recreation Reserve
CFA - 9.00am - 10.00am - Radio testing / equipment maintenance

PLEASE NOTE: If there are changes to any 
Link Community Directory 

information, please notify the Boolarra Link Editor:
 Sylvia Sauppe on 5169 6321 
or editorthelink@gmail.com

Boolarra Community Development Group: Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.00pm, Memorial Hall
Boolarra Historical Society: Monthly 3rd Tuesday at 7.30pm, Boolarra Historical Museum
Red Cross: Monthly 1st Monday at 1.00pm, The Boolarra Store 
Boolarra Memorial Hall: Bi-Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.30pm, Memorial Hall

What’s on. . . . .

Groups and Organisations Meeting Times. . . . . 


