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Cowaplunka!
Young Grace of Boolarra South loves life on her parent's 

Bec and Glen's Smith’s dairy farm
…and found the best way to cool off on a really hot day, to the amusement

 of the cows and her parent's.

“Wind farm, here? No Way!!”  Was my first reac-
tion to hearing about it in early May.  My second 
thought was, “Great!  But where?” With climate 
change a hot debate, coupled with the hard push 
towards renewable energy, supporting a local 
wind farm seemed like a great opportunity to play 
our part towards positive change. That was until I 
started to question the impacts of wind farms on 
the environment, and decided to investigate what 

it would it be like to live near them. 
Being a newish Yinnar resident, I invested here 
primarily because of the beautiful westerly view, 
the location, and the peaceful harmony of the lit-
tle Yinnar township. This would be the stepping 
stone to my dream property and I have been fall-
ing in love with the area ever since. So you could 
imagine my shock when I learnt my entire view 
would be filled with massive wind turbines. 
As a small community, it concerned me that I 
found this news out on social media when I saw 
a post about a meeting. I had not heard anything 
about what I later discovered to be a proposal of 
53 wind turbines installed within the HVP plan-
tation coups that are bordered by the townships 
of Yinnar, Boolarra, and surrounding communi-
ties of Delburn, Narracan, Driffield, Coalville and 
Hernes Oak. Thinking this could be the same for 
many people in the community, I posted on Yin-
nar’s local Facebook noticeboard. I encouraged 
people to come to the first Neighbours of Delburn 

Wind Farm information meeting held on 6 May, 
and to become informed of what’s going on in our 
backyard. That post led to the birth of the Face-
book group Proposed Delburn Wind Farm Com-
munity Discussion Board, where residents within 
5km of the proposed site can share information, 
concerns and discuss what has quickly become a 
highly emotive and charged topic for many of the 
neighbours and surrounding community mem-
bers.
And this is why:  The wind farm company OSMI, 
have been working on this project for two years. 
To date they have failed to directly provide the lo-
cal community and impacted residents any infor-
mation or notification of this proposal, which was 
apparently released six months ago.  An official 
website states the turbines will be 250m tall from 
base to the tip of a blade, the tallest on land ever 
built. 

A well-run BBQ: Sue Webster and Colin 
Brick.

Community support for postie Shannon at BCH.

Light rain doesn’t stop 
Shannon from thanking 

those gathered.

Dale’s very fine acoustic song set at the Benefit.

Wind Farm 
vs Community

This photo has been designed using resources from Freepik.com

Boolarra
a Community 
with a Heart
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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 

Committee unless acknowledged
 as such. 

No endorsement of products or 
services is implied by the listing of 

advertisers or sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the 

Committee takes no responsibility
 for errors.

THE BOOLARRA LINK 
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The Committee members are:
Luke Potter - President - 0418 530 682
Matt Ryan - Treasurer 
Alan Hall - Secretary
Paula Ryan - Advertising Officer
Sylvia Sauppe -Editor - 5169 6321
Alan Hall - Subeditor
Alan Hall - Proof reading
Deborah Chanesman - Proof reading
Erin Morgan - Proof reading
Paula Ryan - Photographer - 0413 844 660

Feedback, articles, photos and correspondence 
can be provided via email to 

editorthelink@gmail.com or by letter 
addressed to The Boolarra Link and dropped 

off with Mary or Shannon at the 
Boolarra Post Office. 

Website: thelink.boolarra.vic.au

BOOLARRA LINK ADvERTISINg

Advertisements are in blocks of 8cm WIDE 
x 10cm HIGH

Blocks can be arranged side by side 
or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks - $28.00

Additional blocks $28.00

BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance.

H A Z E LW O O D
P R O P E R T Y

M A I N T E N A N C E
 • Small or Large Lawns
 • Gutters/Window Cleaning
 • Pruning/Weed Eradication

Mark & Sandra Maynard

MOBILE: 0412 549 376
PH/FAX: 03 5163 1782

pmhazel@bigpond.com 

As mentioned in the March 2019 edition of the 
Link Jeff and Val Henderson have moved to 
Lang Lang. The Shed has organised a farewell 
for them at 12 noon on Sunday, 30 June 2019 
in the function room at the Leongatha RSL. At-
tendance is not limited to members of the Shed 
and their families so if you would like to join 
us please contact Michael Watt on 5169 6286 no 
later than Friday, 28 June 2019 and you will be 
included.
Since our last report we have made and sup-
plied the coffin for Keith Ender’s funeral, in-
stalled a pop up library box at the front of the 
Primary School that anyone can access, we are 
well advanced in making five Santa Clauses, for 
the Yinnar Lions Club, that will be displayed in 
the main street of Yinnar at Christmas time and 
we are about to embark on the repair of a floral 
archway at the entrance to a private house.
We have had a membership inquiry from an ex-
Queenslander who is now resident in Churchill 
and we have welcomed two new members, Pas-
tor Peter Carter of the Co-operating Church 
and Hans Kashbach.
Occasionally contractors carry out tree pruning 
in and around our locale and they often depos-
it the mulch in the grounds of the Men’s Shed. 
The mulch is free to anyone in Boolarra so feel 
free to bring your trailer and help yourself, but 
please be discerning with how much you take as 
others will like to share in the bounty.
As reported in the last edition of the Link mem-

bers of the Shed have engaged in the restoration 
of household furniture, which has been very 
well received by happy customers. If you have 
any items that you would like to have restored 
please visit us and discuss what we can do for 
you. Our prices are reasonable and competitive.
Our hard wood, timber slatted park benches 
with cast iron ends are continuing to sell like hot 
cakes so if you are in the market get in quick be-
fore you miss out. We do have some in stock and 
they are an absolute bargain at only $200 each. 
Also available are custom made coffins for hu-
mans, cats and dogs. We also have rough sawn 
pine slabs ($70 each) and 200mm x 75mm pine 
sleepers ($25 each) for sale at the Shed.
Monthly BBQs/luncheons at the Shed are con-
tinuing to be very well attended, so if you would 
like to come along and meet us, they are held on 
the last Monday each month at around 12 noon.
To the males in the Boolarra and district com-
munity who have not experienced the camara-
derie of the Boolarra Men’s Shed, why don’t you 
come along on any Monday or Wednesday from 
10am to 4pm and have a chat and a cuppa or 
a soft drink. You might be pleasantly surprised 
what the Shed and its members hold in store for 
you.

Michael L Watt,
Vice President.

BOOLARRA MEN’S SHED 

Active In Our Community
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Boolarra 
Memorial Hall
It has been a busy time for the Boolarra Me-
morial Hall since November last year which is 
an indication that we have a fantastic commu-
nity venue able to host a variety of events. It all 
kicked off with the State Election late Novem-
ber, followed by 
the amazing Bushfire Commemoration in Feb-
ruary, a Singing Workshop, Boolarra Folk Fes-
tival, a very successful Small Halls Festival and 
just recently the Federal Election. In between 
we have the regular Exercise Class, the Bicycle 
Group and Music Group prior to that. So, we 
have a Hall for all occasions.
The Hall was fortunate in obtaining a grant from 
the Mirboo North Community Bank which 
enabled us to purchase our long- awaited elec-
tric stove for the kitchen. The gas stove found a 
home at the Football Netball Club kitchen. The 
electric stove has meant that we can harness the 
solar power we collect in a practical way. It has 
also meant a customer friendly stove with an 
easy flick of the switch. It certainly was a great 
back-up if needed, for our Devonshire Teas at 
the Folk Festival.
Thanks to a Latrobe City Council grant in 2018 
and our installer, Ron Armstrong, we now have 
maintenance free, powder coated handrails. We 
are also very grateful to the BCDG who have 
allocated some funds towards the Hall from the 
Small Halls Festival evening. As the Hall ages, 
maintenance becomes a big issue and this is a 
most welcome donation.

Roz Carstairs,
0429 383 686.

As a visual guide, imagine a 
turbine the height of the Ri-
alto, with a blade span that 
would overspill the field at 
the MCG. Then multiply 
that by 53 over a span of ap-

proximately 12 km distance (north to south), and 
approximately 6 km at its widest (east to west). 
The farm will generate 300 MW to power 200,000 
homes, will be in operation for 25 years, and will 
bring with it the potential of providing long term 
job security for a small number of specialised em-
ployees, and investment opportunities for local 
community. 
A map provided by OSMI showing the locations 
of the proposed turbines and their relationship 
to surrounding dwellings, indicates that three of 
the turbines will be located 3km from Yinnar, and 
more even closer for Boolarra. It is also proposed 
that some residents will have a turbine 1km from 
their home, and in extreme cases, up to three tur-
bines within that proximity. Others are facing up 
to five turbines within a 1.5 - 2 km radius.  In to-
tal, there are 180 homes within 2km of a turbine, 
and the numbers increase the further the distance 
away. Reach 3-4 km and you include the entire 
townships of Yinnar and Boolarra.  So within 5km 
there are literally thousands of residents. In com-
parison, Murra Murra Wind farm has 21 dwell-
ings within 5km. 
The government’s legislation for minimum dis-
tance for a turbine to a dwelling is currently set at 1 
km regardless of turbine height, with no evidence 
to support why this legislation is set at this range.  
The height of turbines currently in use are 120-
160m tall. At some operating wind farms, these 
turbines can be heard up to 5 km away, making 
sound one of the major concerns regarding this 
proposed wind farm. Along with proximity, light 
flicker, and loss in property value to list a few.  In 
response to the level and range of concerns raised 
by residents, several community members have 
banded together to form an alliance. The intention 
of this alliance is to act on behalf of concerned 
community members to keep OSMI and HVP ac-
countable, to take the correct steps to manage this 
as a community, to appropriately liaise with HVP 
and OSMI, and interact with the governing bodies 
involved to achieve best possible outcome. 
The main issue here is, these types of proposals 
are built on models of information and often re-
flect bias predictions, and before now, were only 
required to provide limited researched informa-
tion of the environment prior to installation for 
later comparison. This means that actual real-time 
impact is unknown and highly variable, until they 
are installed and in the environment for a time. 
By then, it's too late to oppose, and can often take 
years to resolve, if at all.  In other words, if you 
have agreed and signed on the dotted line, but dis-
cover after installation the effect isn't as predicted, 

and the result is headaches, stress level increase, 
noisy sleepless nights, or a massive drop in prop-
erty value for example, then basically, you have 
to live with it. There are many examples emerg-
ing of communities rallying together and winning 
the battle against wind farms, both in Australia 
and abroad, yet companies with fundamentally 
commercially driven agendas continue to push 
communities to the brink, and in many cases, 
have broken them apart.  In other cases they have 
brought them together. An example is the NSW 
Jupiter Wind Farm, where the second phase of 
development was rejected by the Department of 
Planning, primarily due to objections submitted 
by the community around sound and visual im-
pact, and the company’s inability to provide ad-
equate researched information to show that they 
complied with the regulations. It was the second 
time this plan was rejected. 
Even though the turbines at these farms are almost 
half the size of the proposed Delburn turbines, the 
experience of these residents could reflect the out-
come of this wind farm should it go ahead under 
the current proposal, and ought to be considered 
as our best example of what can, and has, been 
happening with wind farms globally since they 
began being installed 20 years ago.
If the Delburn Wind Farm proposal goes ahead in 
its current form, the plan will be submitted to The 
Minister for Planning by December. If approved, 
construction is estimated to begin by about 2022.
With the push to renewables, it's important to 
consider the possibility of housing a wind farm 
in the district, as long as it’s viable, logical and 
has minimal negative impact on surrounding 
residents and the environment. However, this is a 
world first.  These turbines have never been built 
and will be the tallest ever existing on land. It is 
also the largest wind farm to ever be proposed in 
close proximity to highly populated areas. 
This appears to be presenting as an experimental 
situation, and with the increasing amount of evi-
dence showing the negative impact of wind tur-
bines on the environment and the humans living 
within close proximity, it is also important to get 
real about the overall effect they have and deter-
mine if this is appropriate development for our 
community. Personally, I think not having them 
here is the best solution, but we as united neigh-
bours, have a unique window of opportunity to 
influence the current plan and find the best pos-
sible outcome for our community now and for 
the future. In the process, we may even positively 
impact on the future of wind farms and their rela-
tionship to humans. 
To get involved or find out more about the above 
mentioned community alliance, please contact 
Anne Marie on amdiep@aol.com.

By Louise J Gilmore.

See article page 8.

Liz with a batch of fresh scones.
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Born to Ed and Myrtle Penaluna in Morwell in 
1925, ‘Florence/Florrie/Flo’ was the eldest of five 
children and spent the majority of her life living 
in Boolarra, where her grandfather had been one 
of the first settlers.       
She attended the local primary school, where she 
completed the first 11 years of study by the age of 
9 years. At age 10, her mother became ill, which 
meant she had to leave school to look after the 
family. Flo always regretted the lack of opportu-
nity to further her schooling.     
She played the piano for many local dances, she 
was a great ballroom dancer and was also an ac-

complished singer.  She was in the choir at Mitch-
ell House up until two years ago.   
When she was in her early twenties, she met 
Martin Pedersen, from Morwell, at one of the lo-
cal dances. In 1947 they were married.          
Flo and Martin lived in Boolarra for the first nine 
years of their marriage. They moved to Yinnar, 
(on Nuttall’s farm) where they lived for twelve to 
eighteen months. Flo was eight months pregnant 
with their fifth child when Martin was killed in a 
car accident.        
Six months later, her mother died and Flo, with 
her children, moved back to Boolarra to live 
with her father, caring for him and her bachelor 
brother Bill, for several years, nursing her father 
through his final illness until his death.  She and 
the children continued to live in the old family 
home.      
In her forties, she got her driving licence and 
drove us all around in ‘Florrie’s Morrie’ – an aged 
Morris Minor.  This gave her freedom she had 
never had before, and she treasured it.     
After more than twenty years a widow, she mar-
ried, in 1979, Ted Milliken. For the first two years 
of their married life, they lived in Ardlethan, 
NSW, while Ted worked at the tin mine.  
When Ted retired, they returned to their home 
base in Boolarra. Each year, in winter months, 
they would travel the length and breadth of Aus-
tralia in a caravan just big enough for the two of 

them. Ted died in 1998.        
Between marriages, she worked at part-time jobs 
to supplement her widow’s pension - domes-
tic cleaning, industrial cleaning, relieving foster 
parenting.       
In her eighties, Flo sold the house in Boolarra and 
moved to a senior citizens’ community in Yinnar, 
where she spent 11 happy years with people she 
had known her throughout her life.       
In 2013 she chose to move into assisted living at 
Mitchell House in Morwell.     
Flo was a staunch member of The Ladies Guild 
of the Boolarra Methodist/Uniting Church. Her 
religion was a very important part of her life.            
Other organisations in which she was heavily in-
volved over many years include; Boolarra CWA, 
the Red Cross, the Morwell Machine Knitters 
Club, the local spinners group and the Boolarra 
Historical Society.  She was on the Parents and 
Citizens’ Committees of all her children’s schools 
at all stages of their education.       
Flo and Ted were inaugural members (Mum was 
the Secretary) of the Morwell Lapidary Club. She 
was a member for nearly thirty years and was still 
attending the occasional meeting last year.                      
Flo’s knowledge of family and marriage interrela-
tionships of the area made her a source for local 
history and genealogy. She has been taped as liv-
ing history for the district and this tape is part of 
the Boolarra Museum collection.         
Flo was a woman of hobbies (she tried many) 
and loved trying new technology. At 80 she 
bought her first computer to follow the overseas 
travels of her children and to keep in touch with 
her grandchildren. Even in her 90s, she was keen 
to try using an iPad.      
Flo celebrated her 94th birthday in March, with 
an afternoon tea at Mitchell House, with her ex-
tended family. 
She passed away on the 23 of April this year.

KEN GRAEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo North 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester 
& Service Centre

 »

 » New & Custom Built Systems
 » Malware & Virus Removal

 » Software Sales & Installation
 » Advice & Assistance

 » Upgrades & Configuration
 » System Maintenance

 » Notebooks & Netbooks
 » Parts & Peripherals

 » Printer Consumables

grcs@internode.on.net
PO Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

Ph: 5169 6473 
Mob: 0429 696 473

  Grand Ridge
 Computer Services

In Memory of 
Florence Isabelle Milliken
(formerly Pedersen, nee Penaluna)
31/3/1925 - 23/4/2019
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In Memory of 
Ron Fox  
12/7/31 – 13/5/19

A memorial service for Ron Fox was celebrated 
at the Boolarra Football and Netball Club fa-
cilities on the 20th of May. Ron had been diag-
nosed after a short illness with a very aggressive 
blood cancer and passed away within a couple of 
weeks. The service was conducted by celebrant 
Lorraine Ernst. Heartfelt tributes from daughter 
Jenny Jones, son Ian Fox (read by Sally Fox), a 
poem read by granddaughter Kate Fox as well 
as a tribute from brother-in-law Bob Dalgleish 
were given on the day regarding a hard working 
farmer, community and family man.
Ronald Francis Fox was born in Morwell on the 
12th of July, 1931 to Frank and Maisie Fox. Ron 
was the eldest of their three children having a 
younger sister Lorna, and a younger brother 
Noel, who have both predeceased Ron.
Ron and his siblings were brought up as the third 
generation on the family dairy farm at Boolarra 
on Fox and Fanckes Road with Morwell River 
frontage. The farm was not connected with elec-
tricity until the early 1950’s thus candles and 
kerosene lamps were used for lighting and a 
Coolgardie safe to keep the food cool. For pocket 
money he would catch rabbits by trapping and 
ferreting and sell the skins of the rabbits, foxes, 
sheep and calves. He was most excited when giv-
en a hurricane kerosene lamp to check the traps 
at night.
Ron attended the Budgeree Primary School rid-
ing a pony, partly through bush the three miles 
to get to school, (rain hail or shine). He didn’t 
enjoy saddling up the horse in the wet and riding 
home in the middle of the thunderstorm with the 
possibility of the horse bolting. After completing 
primary school, he attended Mirboo North Ele-

mentary School; this time he caught the bus after 
a three mile walk. He was 15 years of age when he 
left school to work on the family farm.
Ron was no stranger to hard work - milking cows 
by hand, separating the cream to be sold to the 
butter factory, feeding pigs and calves with the 
skimmed milk often in the dark through deep 

mud, cutting bracken with a fern hook, dig-
ging post hole after post hole with a shovel, 
just to name some of the chores that had to 
be done. Ploughing, haymaking etc. were 
done with draught horses until they bought 
a grey Ferguson tractor in 1950. 
Ron’s love for gardening and cricket was fos-
tered during these years. They had a big vege-
table garden which he watered with a bucket. 
As a teenager he started playing competition 
cricket. Ron and his brother Noel regularly 
practised on a makeshift pitch at home to 
hone their skills.
Yinnar Saturday night dances were very 
popular at this time so this became his social 
life. In 1954 he purchased a new FJ Holden 
which he was very proud of. 
He became friendly with Betty Moller, a 

honey blonde from Stawell, who had been ap-
pointed to a teaching position at Boolarra Pri-
mary School. They became engaged and were 
married on the 3rd of March, 1956 in Stawell 
and started life together on a 170-acre rundown 
farm on Foster Road Boolarra. In those days the 
bank required half deposit and the bank loan was 
seven percent.
The farm had an old weatherboard house, an-
cient tractor and falling down sheds. Ron and 
Betty started married life by milking 30 jersey 
cows. Ron was a born farmer; he was very dedi-
cated and worked tirelessly cleaning up black-
berries, bracken, thistles, etc. He split posts from 
the bush paddock and dug the holes by hand 
for fencing, ploughed extremely steep paddocks 
with a two-wheel drive tractor and needless to 
say hill farming is one of the hardest things to do. 
What a testament to Ron’s farming skills and love 
for the land, turning one of the dirtiest farms in 
the area into one of the cleanest ones around. All 
the while Betty was by his side, they were a team 
in every sense of the word.
As time progressed Ron and Betty welcomed the 
safe arrival of their three children, Jenny, Lyn 
and Ian. 
Despite the busyness of life, Ron and Betty en-
joyed some well-earned ‘R&R’. Annual holidays 
was a fortnight every May at Lakes Entrance with 
the children where everyone enjoyed time by the 
sea.
With hard work and saving, Ron and Betty were 
able to purchase an extra paddock closer to Bool-
arra and eventually more land opposite their 
farm, making a total of 400 acres. Changes were 
made in the dairy where an ‘eight a side’ herring 

bone cow shed was constructed.
Ron believed in being self-sufficient, so he taught 
himself skills in plumbing, concreting, carpen-
try, welding, etc. Any job Ron did was done to 
last, no tying up something with a piece of string. 
The best thing Ron ever purchased was his four-
wheel quad bike, which he used daily.
1986 saw Ron and Betty change from dairy farm-
ing to beef, Herefords at first then later to Angus. 
Betty said,” farming has had its ups and downs 
for instance in 1967 there was a severe drought 
with rainfall of only 27 inches (675ml) and in the 
mid 1970’s cattle were selling for $2 a head. But 
Ron’s love for the land never waned, even in 1989 
when he lost the sight in one eye; he did not let 
this deter him in anyway.” In Ron’s later years he 
could not have managed the farm without Ian’s 
assistance and support. 
After switching to beef cattle, Ron and Betty ven-
tured further afield on their annual two-week 
holidays. Merimbula and Narooma were their 
popular destinations and on occasions flew up 
to Queensland to visit Lyn and Greg. Enjoying 
coach trips, they travelled to Western Australia, 
New Zealand, Tasmania, South Australia and 
NSW.
Both Ron and Betty enjoyed competitive sport, 
this being their social outlet. Over the years Ron 
has served on the Boolarra Football Committee, 
played cricket (opening the batting for Boolarra 
for 20 years, winning 2 consecutive bowling av-
erages 1963-64 and 1964-65 and has been team 
captain) receiving a life membership in 1986 and 
enjoyed playing golf and later lawn bowls. Ron 
had been a member of the Boolarra Bowling 
Club for over thirty years where he was a board 
member and skipper of a pennant team for about 
20. He helped maintain the green and establish 
the new garden at the back of the green. More 
recently he had become a member at Yinnar and 
was really enjoying his bowls. 
Ron was active in the community where he was 
highly respected by many. He was a member of 
the Herd Testing Association and on the Land’s 
Department Advisory Committee for twenty 
years. He was also a member of the Boolarra His-
torical Society and served on the Boolarra Cem-
etery Trust for twenty-seven years. 
Ron and Betty received great pleasure from their 
garden, both ornamental and vegetable which 
they built up from nothing over the years. They 
are so very proud of their beautiful garden but 
their greatest pride and joy are their three chil-
dren and six wonderful grandchildren, Andrea, 
Steven, Rebecca, Travis, Sally and Katie, and 
eight adorable great grandchildren, Zahli, Maeve, 
Kade, Bailey, Charlie, Emily, Elliot and Jack.
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Knitting Kits Australia

For your convenience selected kits are 
now available at Boolarra General Store 

and Boolarra Emporium.

Kits feature natural fibre yarns, pattern and any 
accessories needed to complete your project. 

Needles available separately.

Knitting Yarns by Mail
114 Fox & Fanckes Rd Boolarra South

Open by appointment only
Phone Alison : 0408 992 927

Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au
Orders delivered free to Boolarra Street addresses

Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water and 
Battery Storage. We specialise in pre-
mium quality systems, backed up by 

old-fashioned Customer Service.

LocaL company - based in 
TraraLgon & mirboo norTh
Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add	value	to	your	home
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
call us now for a Free in-home quotation

phone: 1300 447 765
cherry@gippslandsolar.com.au 

www.gippslandsolar.com.au

Solar Power ✴ Solar Hot Water ✴ Battery Storage

Boolarra Commu-
nity with a Heart is 
organising a Classi-
cal Music Concert to 
be held in the Bool-
arra Hall on Sunday 
23 June at 2.00 p.m. 
which we hope will 
be popular with mu-
sic lovers in the re-

gion.  The concert is a charity event to help raise 
funds to support our local Postman who at 32 is 
waiting for a heart transplant. Shannon was born 
with a defective heart and now is on expensive 
medication ($2,000 a month) and cannot work as 
he waits for a new heart. His family will need to 
be in Melbourne to give him support when this 
occurs and so our fund-
raising should help this 
to happen.
We have some special 
performers to entertain 
you. Stephen Hyndman 
is a professional tenor 
singer based in Brisbane, 
Queensland. He spe-
cialises in performing 
for both small and large 
functions including fu-
nerals and weddings. He 
began his professional 
singing career in 2000 
by undertaking a music 
degree in the Conserva-
torium of Music at the 

Adelaide University. He studied voice as a part 
of the Bachelor of Music under the watchful eye 
of well-known Bass, Keith Hempton.  During his 
time at the University he performed in a number 
of operas and oratorios including Mendelssohn's 
Elijah, Handels Messiah and Monteverdis Orfeo. 
He hopes you enjoy his singing as much as he en-
joys performing for you.
We will also welcome a quartet from the Peninsula 
Chamber Musicians who are generously support-
ing this event. Formed in 2013, Peninsula Cham-
ber Musicians Inc have rapidly developed into an 
outstanding presence in the artistic landscape of 
the Mornington Peninsula. Whether performing 
intimate chamber recitals or as an energetic cham-
ber orchestra, the group seeks to touch the hearts 
of concert goers and inspire the next generation of 
performers. PCM invites Primary and Secondary 
school students to attend their family friendly and 
engaging concerts free of charge.
PCM was born from the desire to create oppor-
tunities and a sense of place for Peninsula based 
classical musicians. Now, it draws together highly 
skilled musicians from across the Peninsula and 

beyond. PCM has achieved recognition and sup-
port from members of Melbourne’s professional 
orchestral community.
A local women’s choir Duenna will also perform 
an acapella music selection to add to our enjoy-
ment of the afternoon.
Tickets are $20.00 or $15.00 concession, $10.00 
children and under seven free. Tickets can be 
purchased at the door or online, obtain link from 
Boolarra Community Development page on Face-
book.

BOOLARRA FRIENDS OF THE

The Scouts were unable to door knock for Red 
Cross Calling in March due to heavy smoke from 
the bushfires lingering for days. They usually 
collect in excess of $1000 in the towns of Yin-
nar and Boolarra. However the collection tins at 
various businesses in Yinnar, Boolarra, Mirboo 
North and Churchill raised a total of $140.70.
We celebrated our 80th birthday in March and 
members and friends, including our local MP 
Russell Northe, enjoyed a delicious morning 
Tea. The original minute books were available, 
on loan from the Historical Society and made 
fascinating reading.
We have encountered problems with publicity 
of upcoming events and as a consequence the 
Fashion Parade was not as well attended as in the 
past years. We are addressing the issue of public-
ity and hope to find another way of sending out 
notices. The Fashion Parade raised $175.00 and 
these funds were sent to the Disaster Recovery 
and Relief program which helps people in need 
in Australia. The money raised from the Election 
Day Stall $124.80 will also go to the Disaster Re-
covery and Relief program.
Due to member who have surgery scheduled 
and those who travel north during the winter 
months, we are unable to hold any further fund-
raising events until the Big Cake Bake in Octo-
ber – this included the Teddy Bear’s Picnic and 
catering for funerals, as we will not have enough 
ladies available to cater for such events success-
fully.
Our membership is small and we would wel-
come new members with open arms. We meet 
at the Boolarra Store on the first Monday of the 
month at 1pm.

51696721.Glenys Morgan,
Treasurer,
5169 6721.

Local women’s choir Duenna.

Stephen Hyndman.

Classical Music 
Concert
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On the Hill
Natural Therapy Centre

1 Bishop Street, Boolarra

Practitioner: Rhonda Clark
In Boolarra on Wednesdays

From 10:00am to 4:00pm

SPECIALISING IN BOWEN THERAPY
(Bowtech®)

Muscle & connective tissue movement for
Aches, pains, strains, sprains & post-op rehab.

Treatment cost: $50.00
Concession or Pension Card Holders $40.00

Massage (back, legs & arms) $30.00 per half hour
Hand or foot spa with some reflexology $50.00 

per one hour treatment
Treatment fees are refundable by most Private Health Funds

Phone Rhonda on: 0416 148 104

Yinnar  Fuel
 & Farm Supplies

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RANGE – GREAT SERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

+

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240
52 Main Street, Yinnar Vic 3869

CHURCHILL HOT BREAD
For ALL your

BREAD & PASTRY
requirements

HOT PIES
Take-away Cappucino

& Lattes
Now available

CATERING AVAILABLE
Monday to Friday - 7am - 5.30pm
Saturday & Sunday - 7am - 2pm

5122 3255

Our April outing to the Botanical Garden at Cranbourne was 
a lovely day out. It is always interesting and we strolled, took 
a tour on the train and enjoyed a very tasty lunch. Of course, 
on the way home we visited the nursery in Korumburra and as 
usual could not resist some purchases. 
In May the sun shone for the group again on a visit to the Mel-
bourne Botanical Gardens. The displays are always spectacular 
and we can always find some unusual plants. 
The recent rain has been good for our gardens after a particu-
larly dry few months. It has been time for cutting things back 
after summer flowering and planting Winter vegies and bulbs 
for spring. The weeds have also enjoyed the rain so we can 
spend our time productively in all seasons. Our outings pro-
vide us with ideas for our gardens and a time to share knowl-
edge and ideas. If you would like to join us contact Jill Sim-
mons and find out what we are planning next.

BOOLARRA GARDEN CLUB

Botanical Gardens Cranbourne.

Thelma and Yoke admiring a beautiful garden.
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Carla has recently finished a scarf and currently 
has two projects on the go, a jumper in a lovely 
warm rust colour and when she feels like a break 
from that, she works on a pair of socks for her 
husband. I hope he realises how lucky he his.
Now that Anne L has finished her scarf she’s 

moved on to some bed socks for her daughter, 
lucky young lady.
Marg, having completed her lovely multi-col-

oured blanket, which was a huge effort, has re-
turned to sock production and a scarf from the 
left over yarn from the blanket.
Lorna is re-knitting a jacket for her grand-

daughter and has worked out a design of her 
own for this project.
In between knitting the octopus toys for the 

premmie babies at Latrobe Regional Hospital, 
Glenys is knitting baby jumpers and cardigans 
for friends who are about to be/just arrived 
grandparents and great grand parents! Glenys 
is also knitting a scarf in orange shades for a 
friend’s birthday in July.
Denise is continuing on with her sock wool 

blanket which is a mammoth project and will 
keep her busy for some time into the future.
Lori, as usual is keeping up sock production 

including 12-ply specials; she’s also working on 
baby jackets and hats, scarves and has nearly fin-
ished a baby pram cocoon and a long cardi/coat 
for herself.

Rosslyn is making ‘golly dollies’ and baby 
football booties to sell at IGA market days in 
Churchill.
Now this one is a really strange one, Meryl is 

collecting used teabag strings so she can tie 
them together to knit scarves (Meryl must have 
a lot of spare time I reckon); she’s also crocheting 
squares to help cover the train engine for winter 
in Walhalla. Two very interesting and different 
projects she’s taken on for sure.
Marietta is knitting a tunic for her 4 year old 

great granddaughter Rose as well as continuing 
on with socks.
As you can see, socks are a very popular project; 

they are soooo comfy and warm to wear and a 

nice small item to take to work on when away 
from home.
Anne T is about to finish a poncho for her 

granddaughter’s 1st birthday and then she’ll be 
working on a rug for another grandchild who is 
on the way.
I’m currently working on a pop-over top for my-

self that I’m making up as I go along, I’ll be very 
interested to see it completed, at least I won’t see 
anyone else wearing it.
As you can see our Wool Group ladies are al-

ways busy and it’s a nice cosy activity to do when 
sitting by the fire on these cold nights.
Wool Group meets every Thursday at 11.30am 

at the Multi Purpose Building.
We enjoy a shared lunch the first Thursday of 

the month. Our weekly fee is $3.50 to pay house-
keeping etc. If you’d like more information please 
call me on 0400 722 716.

Lois Thornton (member). Lois Thornton.
Member.

WOOL GROUP YARNING

Lorna’s jacket for grand daughter.

Lori  models a scarfe.

Multi-colored scarfe in warm colors.

Long scarfe in white.
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Boolarra Verandah 
Jammers:

Do you have a Ukulele?
Would you like to play and sing with fellow addicts?

We have a small group of ukulele players of all abilities who get to-
gether on the veranda of the Hotel every Sunday afternoon to play 
ukulele and sing along. Quite often we have others singing along 

with us  - you’re welcome, too. 
Have a glass of wine or a coffee while you play.

Occasionally we are approached by people who have a ‘uke’, but 
were unaware of the weekly group get-together. 

Join the Boolarra Verandah Jammers!

                    Where....? Boolarra Community Hotel

                    When....? 1 - 3pm every Sunday

Come Along and Join Us!

                      Contact: Sue Clutterbuck 0437 348 366.

We are a technology company 
based in the local area and are 
looking for people that have a keen 
interest in technology, like work-
ing and sharing ideas with others, 
are great communicators and are 
looking for new challenges. 

If this is you, please send your re-
sume to us at info@charlie-mac.com 
and we'll be sure to get back to you 
soon.

Public Bar
With the colder weather 
coming into winter it’s 

time to review our trad-
ing hours, will be open 

as follows:
Mon 3 – 8pm
Tue 3 – 9pm
Wed 3 – 9pm

Thur 3 – 10pm
Fri 3pm - Late

Sat 12pm - Late
Sun 12pm - 8pm

The Hotel has seen some exciting 
changes in January 2019 with Bry 
and Lana taking over the operation of 
the bistro at the Hotel. Bry has been 
working in the bistro at the Boolarra 
Community Hotel since early 2017 and 
Lana has been working there for nearly 
two years so they are an experienced 
duo cooking healthy, delicious meals 
and producing weekly specials for hun-
gry customers. A highlight of the week 
is the Thursday Parma Night featuring 
a number of different parmigianas to 
select from as well as a weekly special 
with the normal menu also available. 
Opening hours are as follows: 
Lunch 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday – noon – 
2.00pm 
Dinner 
Monday - Closed Tuesday - Closed 
Wednesday - Bistro open 5.30pm – 
8pm Thursday - Bistro open 5.30pm 
– 8pm Friday - Bistro open 5.30pm 
– 8pm Saturday - Bistro open 5.30pm - 
8pm with Sunday – Lunch only 
There have been a number of events 
at the Hotel since Christmas with the 
Tom Curtain Katherine Outback Expe-
rience a definite highlight, over 1100 
patrons flooded through the gates and 

it was a superb show indeed. 
Many local bands also played 
for free at a fundraiser for the 
Boolarra – A Community with 
a Heart initiative raising mon-
ey for Shannon from Boolarra 
Post Office to assist with the 
associated costs for his heart 
transplant. This event was held 
on a warm Sunday afternoon 
in March and attracted a large 
group of people who enjoyed 

some great music and food. 
A special thank you to all the volun-
teers who helped with events at the 
Hotel, they could not have gone ahead 
without your help. 
The Hotel was also especially busy over 
Easter with many campers from all 
over Victoria and beyond enjoying our 
beautiful town and its surroundings as 
well as the Hotel’s warm welcome and 
hospitality.  Monthly music events are 
planned for the bar during winter so 
please keep an eye out for our monthly 
flyers delivered with your mail and our 
Facebook page for more details. Dis-
cussions are also being held to develop 
a more varied events schedule for the 
upcoming spring and summer seasons. 
Boolarra Community Hotel thanks 
you for your ongoing support. See you 
here seven days a week.
Public Bar trading hours, will be 
open as follows: Monday 3pm – 8pm 
Tuesday 3pm – 9pm Wednesday 3pm 
– 9pm Thursday 3pm – 10pm Friday 
3pm - Late Saturday noon - Late Sun-
day noon – 8.00pm

Verandah Jammers at the BCH.
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BUSY END TO THE FIRE SEASON
We have had a very long fire season this year with 
an extended and unseasonably warm autumn. A 
number of major fires in the area kept us from Jan-
uary busy providing crews and appliances to sup-
port fire suppression at Rosedale in January and 
Yinnar South in March. As a Brigade, we were able 
to provide fire-fighting personnel for extended pe-
riods of time, whilst maintaining coverage in our 
own Brigade area. A number of Boolarra mem-
bers also provided a lot of behind the scenes sup-
port, coordinating crews for day and night shifts 
for both fires, as well as other logistical and com-
munications work. It is a credit to the members of 
our Brigade that we are able to this.  A grand effort 
by all involved. Fortunately, we had a reasonable 
quiet summer in the Boolarra Brigade area, with 
only a small number of turnouts. This is a credit to 
the people in our community and is greatly appre-
ciated by us. We continued to patrol the Morwell 
River Road campsites over the summer period, 
spending time educating visitors to our area about 
bushfire and campfire safety, as well as advising 
them of any Total Fire Ban Days. This proactive 
work in the community also reduces the number 
of calls we had to unattended campfires. 
KOFFEE KART and BCDg SUPPORT BOOL-
ARRA BRIgADE
Alongside the official CFA pager system to notify 
the Brigade of incidents requiring response, the 
Brigade has been using a mobile phone app called 
BART, that allows members to advise if they are re-
sponding to a pager call and gives members some 
additional information that assists with planning 
as we respond. This app does have an annual sub-
scription cost and we are very grateful that for the 
past few years this has been covered by the Bool-
arra Community Development Group, thanks to 
the awesome efforts of Kris and the proceeds from 
Koffee Kart. As a community, we are very lucky 
that the BCDG and the Koffee Kart generate funds 
that can be shared to support the things groups 
in our community need. The Brigade is most ap-
preciative of the ongoing support from BCDG and 
the Koffee Kart.
BI-ANNUAL BRIgADE ELECTIONS
In April, the Brigade held their Bi-annual Elec-
tions and elected office bearers for the next two 
years. Di Billingsley continues as Captain with 
Simon Pickett 1st Lieutenant, Rob Franssen 2nd 
Lieutenant in charge of Training, Steve Plath 3rd 
Lieutenant – Assets Portfolio, Bec Jessup 5th 
Lieutenant – Community Safety and Brett Cian-
tar newly elected to the position of 5th Lieuten-
ant – providing additional support in a range of 
areas. Stu Orr is the Brigade Safety Officer, Mark 
Petty continues as Communications Officer, Mary 

Orr as Secretary and Garry 
Healey continues as Treas-
urer. Mel Haigh has signed 
on as a Junior Leader to 
work with Simon, Di and 
Garry and our Junior Bri-
gade. The Brigade has also 
recently completed the an-
nual Section 29 inspection 
and received excellent rank-
ings in both current status 
and viability into the future. 
The plan for the next two 
years is to build leadership 
capacity and to increase 
the number of operational 
firefighters we have available for response, espe-
cially during workdays. We are a very welcoming 
Brigade and are always looking for new members, 
so pop into the station one Sunday morning 9am-
10.30am and have a chat. There are many differ-
ent ways people can volunteer with the CFA – you 
don’t have to be on the fire truck – and we are 
always on the lookout for new members with di-
verse skills. Each of us has something to offer.
WINTER FIRE SAFETY
As the weather finally gets colder, many people 
have lit their wood heaters. Please make sure you 
have cleaned your flue and remember, if you are 
drying clothes on a clothes rack, keep them and 
any other flammable items at least 1m from your 
heater.  Another cause of house fires is a build-up 
of LINT in your clothes drier.  The filter on your 
dryer should be cleaned regularly to prevent this 
dangerous build up.
With winter fire safety in mind, do you have a plan 
if your house catches fire? Have you practised it? 
We all have a summer fire plan, but it is just as im-
portant to have a plan for what you will do if your 
house catches fire. How will you escape? What 
about the others in your home? Where is your 
emergency assembly point? Do your smoke detec-
tors work? Creating a plan and sharing it means 
that if something does happen, you have some 
idea what you will do. That pre planning helps to 
keep everybody that bit safer. Again pop into the 
station if you want some material that will help 
you to do this.
A quick reminder that now that fire restrictions 
have been lifted, landholders are still obliged to 
meet certain requirements when burning off. 
Register your burn with ESTA on 1800 668 511, 
ensure you have the means to extinguish the fire if 
required, check the weather forecast, notify your 
neighbours at least two hours before hand, clear 
at least three meters around your burn pile and 
make sure an adult is in attendance at all times. 
And remember, Latrobe City by-laws ban burning 

off in town all together. Whilst you are able to have 
a small fire burn in a proper fireplace for cooking 
or warmth, you may not burn rubbish and green 
waste. 

Cheers,
Di Billingsley,
Captain.

BURNING ISSUES
BOOLARRA CFA NEWS

Boolarra CFA training.
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We are very excited by the latest stage of the Budgeree Hall refurbishment 
funded by the Latrobe Valley Authority (LVA). It is the biggest change we 
are doing at the hall and yet almost completely invisible to the eye and 
ears. We have installed state of the art acoustic treatment to the walls and 
roof of the hall. There is no longer an echo and it’s a beautiful space to sit, 
talk and best of all sing and play music. The acoustic treatment was de-
signed and installed by Paul Versteden from Live at the Bundy. “The Bud-
geree Hall has gone from a very uncomfortable three second echo to less 
than half a second,” Mr Verstenden said. He continued “I am excited for 
the future of the Budgeree Hall.  The installation of the acoustic treatment 
is now recording quality especially with the beautiful quiet surrounds at 

Budgeree. A lot of the musicians I work with are looking for places with 
great sound and I will be telling them to go to Budgeree.”
The choir, Duenna, led by Amber Rhodes use the Hall every week for their 
choir rehearsals.  Amber said “The choir were excited to be using the Hall, 
it is such a beautiful place to sing, the sound is incredible.” The choir will 
be doing a public performance in the Hall at the beginning of September. 

Watch the Budgeree Hall Facebook page for further details.
What else has been happening at the Hall? The internal painting is fin-
ished, the new side doors have been widened and replaced to allow all 
ability access. The external painting will commence soon and floor will be 
restored and polished. As part of our DELWP grant for safer public places, 
we now have external security lights on at the hall every night. It has made 
it much safer to arrive and leave the hall at night.
Our Public Defibrillator, supplied by a grant from the Department of 
Sport and Recreation, will be installed in the few weeks and we are offer-
ing free training to community members from Budgeree and Boolarra and 
surrounding districts. We only have 20 places so if you would like to come 
along please register your interest with Leanne 0429 111 192.  The training 
will most likely be held on a Sunday morning. Date to be confirmed.
If you would like to book your event, wedding, like a tour or just to come 
and listen to how beautiful the hall sounds please contact our secretary 
Leanne on 0429 111 192.

Security lighting at Budgeree Hall.

Paul Versteden’s acoustic batten work in place.

Now regarded as a “beautiful place to sing, the sound is incredible”.
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Pin this on your wall or fridge...

Do your bit for our local economy, and the planet.  Support 
these local businesses.

BOLD listings denote current Boolarra Link 
advertisers.

Photography
 → Fitzard Photography, contact Tammy,  

0429857151 or 0351696328, fitzard@gmx.com, 
 → Paula Ryan Photography contact Paula 0413 

844660 paularphotos@gmail.com
Gifts

 ► Boolarra Post Office, Tarwin St Bool-
arra, 5169 6209

 → Collections for the Home, contact Helen or 
Greg, 5169 1750

 → Yinnar Post Office  42 main Street, Yinnar 
5163 1209

 → Yinnar General Store, 44 Main Street, Yinnar 
5163 1261

 → Boolarra Mens Shed, Penaluna Street, Bool-
arra  contact Michael WATT 5169 6286 
Banking

 ► Bendigo Bank,  Mirboo North and Dis-
trict Community Bank Branch, 88 Ridgway St 
Mirboo North, 5668 1231

 → Yinnar Branch 0422 232 705 Alan Bannister 
Stock Carriers

 → Owen Livestock Transport, 0437 303 250   Left 
Message 
Renewable Energy

 → Gippsland Solar, contact Andrew McCarthy, 
66 Ridgeway Mirboo North 1300 447 765 
Pet services

 → Mobile dog wash,  Aussie Pooch Mobile, con-
tact Suzanne Ross, 0447 527 248, www.aussiepm.
com.au 
Accommodation 

 → Ponderosa Bed and Breakfast, contact Kate 
and Neil Cartwright, 38 Guthries Hill Rd Boolarra, 03 
5169 6592 or 0429 696 592, neil.cartwright@big-
pond.com

Food and catering 
 ► Churchill Hot Bread, Shop 6,  HaH-

Hazelwood Village Shopping Centre Church-
ill, 5122 3255

 ► Boolarra Koffee Kart, contact Chris 
0418 993 327, 

 ► Top Shop, Tarwin St Boolarra, 5169 
6452

 ► Webster’s Butchery, 64 Main St Yinnar, 
5163 1262

 ► Boolarra Community Hotel, 2760 
Monash Way, Boolarra, 03 5169 6420

 → Yinnar Hotel, Main Street, Yinnar ph 5163 
1263

 → Café 3869, 32 Main Street, Yinnar 5163 1285
Arts, Crafts and Entertainment

 → Fitzard Facepainting, contact Tammy, 
0429857151 or 0351696328, fitzard@gmx.com

 → The Guitarman , contact Phill Schuhmann, 
0407 526 304 , theguitarman@live.com.au

 → Park Road Art Studio and Gallery, 12 Park Rd 
Boolarra , contact Jenny Peterson, 5169 6240   

 ► Knitting Yarns by Mail, contact Alison 
Stokesay, 0408 992 927, stokesay@bigpond.
com, knittingyarns.com.au 

 → Hand Drawn Portraits, contact Mark Handley, 
Pencil Artist, Fishers Rd, Boolarra South, 0413 459 
689, markanthonyhandley@gmail.com      left mes-
sage 

 → Arc Resource Centre, Main Street, Yinnar, 
5163 1310

 → Destiny Band Contact Thomas Libreri  0417 
361 692 

 → Dee and Laurie, live and acoustic, contact Dee 
0408 591 983
Forestry / Environmental 

 → Devtree, contact Peter Devonshire, 0428 346 
711, peter@devtree.com.au www.devtree.com.au         
left message

 → Tubby’s Timber and Tree Service, contact 
Luke ROBINSON 0427 189 173
Earthmoving

 ► Prosper Valley Excavation, contact 

Brent O’BRIEN 0408 696 462
 ► Gravel and Sand
 ► Prosper Valley Gravel and Truck Hire, 

contact Dave O’BRIEN 0428 696 462
Farm and Fuel

 ► Yinnar Fuel and Farm Supplies, 52 
Main St Yinnar, 5163 1240
Stock and Farm Supplies

 ► Yinnar Farm and Hardware, 58 Main 
Street, Yinnar 5163 1413
Hair Dresser

 ► Dee Stephenson, mobile hair dresser, 
0408 591 983

 → Renee Mahoney Hair Dressing, 42 Main St 
Yinnar, 0412 743 923
Building and maintenance

 ► Hazelwood Property Maintenance,  
5163 1782 / 0412 549 376 

 → Jag Cleaning and Maintenance Services, 
contact Jacqui and Garry Healey, 5169 6600 or 0498 
600 777

 → Farm work, fencing, welding, chainsaw work, 
labouring, contact Mark Strobridge 0428 745 632

 → Mowing and garden care.  Hourly, Daily, con-
tact Ian Morrison, 0421 640 044 

 → JJH Contracting Services, jenjay.henry@big-
pond.com

 → River Road Electrical Services, contact Bruce 
Craddock, 5169 6640 

 → Arnie Young Plumbing nf Backhoe hire, con-
tact Arnie Young, 0428 594 289 

 → Farm fencing, contact Rusty McGlade, 5169 
6507 

 → Evison Concreting, contact Rob Evison, 15 
Thropdale Rd Mirboo North, 5668 1918 or 0428 325 
330    

 → Strzelecki Plumbing,  0409 834 746   str-
zeleckiplumbing@hotmail.com 

 → Electrician. J.H. Fox, 51696754 or 
0409356480

 → Strzelecki Constructions, contact Ben 0407 
889 441, strzcon@gmail.com

 ► Jim’s Mowing in Boolarra, Rob Frans-

Boolarra Business Directory June 2019
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Brent O’BRIEN 0408 696 462
 ► Gravel and Sand
 ► Prosper Valley Gravel and Truck Hire, 

contact Dave O’BRIEN 0428 696 462
Farm and Fuel

 ► Yinnar Fuel and Farm Supplies, 52 
Main St Yinnar, 5163 1240
Stock and Farm Supplies

 ► Yinnar Farm and Hardware, 58 Main 
Street, Yinnar 5163 1413
Hair Dresser

 ► Dee Stephenson, mobile hair dresser, 
0408 591 983

 → Renee Mahoney Hair Dressing, 42 Main St 
Yinnar, 0412 743 923
Building and maintenance

 ► Hazelwood Property Maintenance,  
5163 1782 / 0412 549 376 

 → Jag Cleaning and Maintenance Services, 
contact Jacqui and Garry Healey, 5169 6600 or 0498 
600 777

 → Farm work, fencing, welding, chainsaw work, 
labouring, contact Mark Strobridge 0428 745 632

 → Mowing and garden care.  Hourly, Daily, con-
tact Ian Morrison, 0421 640 044 

 → JJH Contracting Services, jenjay.henry@big-
pond.com

 → River Road Electrical Services, contact Bruce 
Craddock, 5169 6640 

 → Arnie Young Plumbing nf Backhoe hire, con-
tact Arnie Young, 0428 594 289 

 → Farm fencing, contact Rusty McGlade, 5169 
6507 

 → Evison Concreting, contact Rob Evison, 15 
Thropdale Rd Mirboo North, 5668 1918 or 0428 325 
330    

 → Strzelecki Plumbing,  0409 834 746   str-
zeleckiplumbing@hotmail.com 

 → Electrician. J.H. Fox, 51696754 or 
0409356480

 → Strzelecki Constructions, contact Ben 0407 
889 441, strzcon@gmail.com

 ► Jim’s Mowing in Boolarra, Rob Frans-

sen and Dale Stephenson, 0439 327 104 or 
131 546
Health and Wellbeing

 → Gippsland Massage and Wellbeing Centre, 5 
Hopetoun Ave Morwell, 0427824722, samantha.
brick@bigpond.com  , http://gippslandmassagewell-
beingcentre.weebly.com/

 ► On the Hill Natural Therapy Centre, 
contact Rhonda 0416 148 104

 → Louise MC WALTERS Massage Therapist, 42 
Main st Yinnar 0457 271 265

 → Dan AVELING Remedial Massage, Irving St 
Boolarra, 0429 060 966
Business Support, Telecommunications, 
Computers and Web Design

 → JW Bookkeeping Services, contact Jenny Wed-
rowicz, 0438261517

 ► Grand Ridge Computer Services, con-
tact Merrick Hilton, 5169 6473 or 0429 696 
473

 ►  Web and app design, Charlie Mac and 
Associates, contact Luke Potter, 0418 530 
682,  luke@charlie-mac.com, web.charlie-
mac.com
Automotive Repairs

 ► Ken Graeme Motors, 42 Burchell Lane 
Mirboo North, 5668 1360, kengraememo-
tors@bigpond.com

 ► New Churchill Motors, contact Steven 
Abbey, 8 Phillip Pde Churchill, 5122 1380

 → Sirling Motors, 70 Main Street, Yinnar  5163 
1446

 → Mark Smee Motors, 28 Main Street, Yinnar 
5163 1666

 → 25. Boolarra Mechanical Repairs, 240 Fos-
ter Road, Boolarra 0477 026 106
Hall Hire
Budgeree Hall, Roys Road, Budgeree contact Leanne POTTER 
0429 111 192 
Boolarra Memorial Hall, Christian Street, Boolarra, contact 
Roz CARSTAIRS l0429 383 686   
Boolarra Multi-purpose  building, Irving Street, Boolarra con-
tact Sue Warren 5169 6395

Yinnar Memorial Hall, Main Street, Yinnar Helen 0417 525 
437  51631325 

Medical
 → Yinnar Medical Clinic 44 Main Street, Yinnar  

ph 5163 1633
 ► Hazelwood Health, 9A Georgina place, 

Churchill 5122 2555, www.hazelwoodhealth-
centre.com.au/

Proudly brought to you by the Boolarra Link with the support 
of FRRR.

Disclaimer:  The details provided in this directory were veri-
fied as best we could at the time of publication. The Bool-
arra Link does not make any claims to the accuracy of this 
information, and does not endorse the quality of services 
or products provided by these businesses.  Some of these 
businesses are based outside of the Boolarra area but are 
keen to provide service in the local area. We list these local 
businesses for your convenience.

For specific enquiries about this business directory, please 
contact Luke Potter on 0418 530 682 boolarralink@hotmail.
com

Boolarra Business Directory June 2019
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7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra Vic 3870 
Ph: 03 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523 

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE

Open: Monday to Friday, 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturdays, 9.00am to 11.00am 

except long weekends we will be closed.
Supplying all Australia Post Products - 

including Express, International
and Registered mail, Stamps, Packaging etc. Photocopying & Fax Service. 

Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals 
are also available. We also have some Gift Cards. 

Banking services are available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can 
help you do a Western Union Money Transfer. 

Travel Money/Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa Cards available 
here as well as the Travel Visa cards. 

We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.
We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, 

 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you 
are entitled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery. 

You may set up an email notification with us when mail is awaiting collection (Mail2Day).

Mary & Shannon & Team

Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
 

Rob Franssen & Dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

If No Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal

Over the past six months, our lovely bush cem-
etery has been a focus of some interest and dis-
cussion. An article in the Latrobe Valley Express 
followed by a radio interview on the ABC and an 
invitation to be a guest speaker at the Gippsland 
Cemeteries Group meeting has created a real fo-
cus on how a small community cemetery trust 
looks after the Cemetery. 
Of prime interest was the management of the 
wildflowers and in particular, the native Trigger 
Plant (a carnivorous species) which flourishes 
during Spring. This Trigger Plant provides a spec-
tacular vista across the Cemetery so if you haven’t 
witnessed this, make time this spring to do so. 
Usually, November is the best time. 
The uniqueness of our bush setting makes a visit 
to the Boolarra Cemetery one to remember. Just 

recently the Trust held an Information Day at 
the Cemetery. Members of the Trust provided 
an insight into the various sections, procedures 
and regulations for burial or cremated remains. 
An information leaflet was published and will be 
available when anyone visits the Cemetery. 
It's great that people walk and ride in the bush 
near the Cemetery but horse owners who use 
the Cemetery drive, it would be fantastic if you 
cleaned up after your horse. Thank you!
Take time to peruse the information provided in 
the gazebo. There is some history, a record of re-
cent burials and a map of the Monumental His-
torical Section.
The trust would also like to thank Scott Price, a 
member of the Trust for approximately 10 years, 
for his input to the Trust over those years. Scott 
has retired from the Trust. We welcome Michael 
Watt our newest Trust Member, who brings his 
expertise to the Trust.
 
Roz Carstairs,
Secretary,
0429 383 686.

Police Report
Recently there have been a number of theft 
from motor vehicles and two theft of mo-
tor vehicles in Yinnar and Boolarra, the 
offenders have been found and processed 
for some of these incidents. Most of these 
offences occurred on unlocked vehicles 
or vehicles that had the keys in the car as 
well. Please remember to lock your vehicle 
or house when you are away from it, don’t 
make it easier for these offenders by leav-
ing your vehicle unlocked or your keys in 
the car and your valuables lying around in 
plain sight.  With the wet weather coming 
on please take all due care on the roads and 
use your headlights to be seen better at all 
times of the day. Victoria Police are launch-
ing the new Police Assistance Line (PAL) 
and Online Reporting platform from 1 July, 
these two new avenues allow the public 24 
hours a day to speak to Police and get advise 
by calling 131 44 or going online at www.
police.vic.gov.au to report cold crimes, reg-
ister parties, register your absence from 
your residence or just to ask a question. 
These are for matters that do not require a 
Police presence urgently, if you need Police 
to attend to an issue such as tree across a 
road or flooding or an erratic driver always 
call ‘000’ to report the matter.    

Cheers,
Matthew Ryan,
Leading Senior Constable,
Boolarra Police Station.

Boolarra 
Public Cemetery Trust
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2019 has begun with a bang at Boolarra Primary 
School. Our motto of Dedicated to Learning, Con-
nected to the Community is important to us. We 
believe that the involvement of parents, families 
and community members in our school will have 
positive, long-lasting benefits for our students.

Breakfast at School
Every second Wednesday we hold breakfast at 
school. This is a popular program that is loved by 
all. The aim of this program is to encourage our 
students to start the day with breakfast. We often 
hear that ‘breakfast is the most important meal of 
the day!’ yet according to the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics (2015) one in seven Australian children 
skip the morning meal regularly. It is really impor-
tant that students are encouraged to eat breakfast 
as this increases their concentration levels, 
improves their ability to learn, helps them 
maintain a healthy weight and helps de-
creases health problems. This program is 
supported by the Black family who kindly 
volunteers their time to assist our student 
leaders in preparing the food.
House Sports 
Last term, we held our Annual House 
Sports. The sports gave us a chance to con-
nect with each other in house groups rather 
than year levels. Congratulations go to our 
student leadership team for modelling our 
school values to our school community.  
Students were observed showing respect 
by encouraging others to do their best and 
commenting when their team members 
showed personal growth in their skill level. Irving 
House was recognised for its strong engagement. 
Congratulations on winning our House Spirit 
Cup. Congratulations to Morrow House for win-

ning the House Cup, although winning is not eve-
rything, doing the best you can shows our value of 
aspiration. Our House Sports was followed by the 
Yinnar and District Sports which gave us a chance 
to further hone our skills. We were very impressed 
with some of our students who demonstrated our 
value of aspiration by practising, in preparation 
for the District Sports, at lunchtime.
Pop Up Library
Look what has just popped up at the front of our 
school, our very own Pop Up Library.  Last year, 
Mrs Twomey organised several students to deco-
rate this. Some of our members from the Men’s 
Shed have kindly installed it and now we need to 
fill it with books. The main purpose of our new 
little library is to encourage everyone to read and 
to eliminate any financial barriers. Please feel free 
to donate any books that are surplus to your needs 
and to take whatever you want. Happy reading.
Mathletics
As part of the Parent Contribution Payments, 
every student is signed up to Mathletics.  Mathlet-
ics is an online learning space providing students 
with the tools they need to be successful learners, 
both in the classroom and beyond. All students 
have access codes and are encouraged to use this 
learning space at home. Our families are very sup-
portive of our home reading program, which is 
evident in our strong NAPLAN data, and we are 
now providing a program to assist home learning 
in the area of Mathematics.  
Anzac Day Ceremony
Our School Captains attended the Communi-
ty Anzac Day March and Ceremony. Carly and 
Charlie, as representatives of our school, marched 
on behalf of our students and laid a wreath at 
the Yinnar Cenotaph. Carly bought photos of 
family members who had served in the Austral-
ian Defence Force.
SLICE
This year we have introduced a new program 
into the curriculum, Student Led Innovation 

Curiosity and Exploration. Student select from 
a range of activities that are led by community 
members or staff. This term we are offering chess, 

cooking, aero-
dynamics, bike 
riding, history, 
art and knit-
ting. Through 
engagement in 
their topic stu-
dents can then 
broaden their 

knowledge and 
skills through 
their own inves-
tigation project. 
The aim of this 
program is to in-

crease student engagement in learning and give 
them a greater voice.
CSIRO
This semester we have partnered with CSIRO to 
investigate our local air quality. Students have in-
stalled SMOG Units at their homes and are cur-
rently collecting data. This is an exciting collabo-
ration project that enables our students to explore 
the world of science in the real world and be part 
of a larger research project.

Breakfast at School.

Cooking breakfast.

Cooking slices.

Chess as part of  SLICE program.

A new Pop Up Library.

Anzac Day.
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www.hazelwoodhealthcentre.com.au
9a Georgina Place Churchill 3842 
P: 5122 2555 (24 hours)

Bulk Billing ALL Medicare Card Holders

Open Monday to Saturday
Evening Clinic Wednesday

Book online or download our MAACG App

Caring 
Family 

Medicine

WHAT COMES AROUND gOES AROUND...
With winter upon on us again, it is perhaps a good time to reflect 
on the benefits the Mirboo North & District Community Bank® 
and its loyal customers have brought to our communities. The old 
adage, ‘What comes around, goes around’  holds true even more 
so today with our increasing customer base supporting the bank’s 
ability to give back to our community in sponsorships and grants.
You may have noticed the amazing new figure displayed on the 
Bank wall – Community Contributions  $1M; what a tremendous 
achievement thanks to our customers, dedicated frontline staff 
and  wise guidance from the manager and board over the last 
nine years. This reciprocal arrangement has allowed many com-
munity groups to benefit. To put it simply - your custom allows 
the Community Bank® (after expenses), to return those dollars 
back to the community; something other banks just don’t do.
An excellent example of the Bank’s sponsorship role is that of the 
Mirboo North Italian Festa.  The Community Bank® was once 
again a proud major sponsor of this exciting, cultural event. This 
annual festival highlights the Italian heritage of our district and 
has certainly put our area on the map with many thousands at-
tending from locally and beyond. The Community Bank® has a 
strong presence at the Festa providing free fairy floss for all and 
ensuring its ATM is stocked up and ready to go for the big week-
end. 
In these uncertain times it’s reassuring to know that a financial 
institution has your back and is invested in the financial welfare 
and prosperity of its customers and shareholders. With a volatile 
stock market it’s heartening to know that the Community Bank® 
provided an attractive dividend of five cents in the dollar in De-
cember 2018.
Competitive interest rates are a solid benefit to customers - why 
not try a home loan with your best interest at heart? The Commu-
nity Bank® has all the products, services and skills that customers 
require. Pop in and have a chat with the bank’s friendly, expert 
staff who will guide you to the best product for your needs.

Mirboo North & District 
Community Bank® 
Branch
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We have lost several longstanding 
members over the past six months 
or so. Our condolences go to the 
Hall family, pioneer settlers in Bud-
geree, on the passing of Bruce and 
Margaret Hall; and the last person 
who was personally connected to 
William Penaluna, the first settler 
in Boolarra, Florence Milliken left 
us late last month; and recently 
well-known Boolarra farmer, crick-
eter and lawn bowler, Ron Fox, was 
farewelled by a large crowd a few 
days ago. These people have had a 
deep connection with our town and 
district and influenced its character. 
Family history is a large part of the 

activities of historical societies. This past year we have managed to lure sev-
eral descendants from early residents to speak at our monthly meetings. Pe-
ter Rennie of the Real Estate company, and son of Jack and Mabel Rennie, 
spoke movingly of his childhood in Boolarra and expressed some interesting 
and generally optimistic views on its future. It seems people are still reset-
tling or retiring here from the overcrowded centre. 
Ron and Brad Norman, grandson and great-grandson of one of our first 
councillors David Latter, recounted the successes of that talented timber 
businessman man from the late 1890s to the period of the Depression when 
many small firms went under. Dave Latter who lived in Duke Street (where 
Billingsly’s are now) was responsible along with the Christian, Morrow and 
O’Grady families for setting up the Boolarra Progress Association in 1906 
which greatly helped the early development of the town. He was deeply in-
volved in the Blackwood timber industry. One of Dave Latter’s daughters, Vi-
olet, married a young train driver on the Morwell to Mirboo North line. This 
was Ron’s father, Percy Norman. This couple later moved to Lilydale where 
Percy got to drive the Puffing Billy. Ron and his family still live in Lilydale. 

But they’ve kept their connec-
tions with our town by attend-
ing any of the ‘Back To’ events. 
We were pleased to see the his-
torical work done and photos 
this family has kept of the early 
days of Boolarra and its people. 
It adds so much to our collec-
tion. 
Another early family, the Rickman’s, forbears of Boolarra’s Col Passey, were 
brought to life, as it were, by Col’s aunts Irene Day of Melbourne and Joy 
Downs of Mirboo North. The Rickman’s were related to Mrs Mulrooney who 
ran the Top Shop for many years and sold her land for the Recreation Park. 
Young Street is also named after one of this family’s members. We thank 
them for their interesting presentation. 
We are all looking forward to our next speaker former postmaster Roger 
Pither whose life history spreads all around Australia. We can’t wait to follow 

him on May 21. 
 The Boolarra Historical Museum opens 
on the first Sunday of each month, or 
by appointment with President Harry 
Price.  Our monthly meetings are held 
on the third Tuesday of the month at 
7.30pm. We invite new members to join 
our society. 
For information please ring Harry Price 
0429 696 241 Mengar Hibbins 0429 696 
211, Judy Webster 5169 6351 or Beth 
Price 5169 6241.

L-R Isabella Latter, David Thomas Latter, Daisy 
Vera Wishart, Alison Wishart 1916

Irene Day and Joy Downs..

David Latter and wife.
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MEDIA RELEASE
Community Consultation begins for proposed 
Delburn Wind Farm
The community consultation process has begun 
for the proposed Delburn Wind Farm, following 
the appointment of local resident Ruth Harper 
as the Community Engagement Officer and the 
opening of a local shop. The shop is expected to 
open on Wednesday 29 May at 7 Christian St, 
Boolarra – the site of the former Boolarra Empo-
rium. The shop will serve as a drop in center, in-
formation point and local project office.
The Delburn Wind Farm is proposed to bring 
jobs, local economic stimulus and renewable en-
ergy to the Latrobe Valley and upper South Gipp-
sland areas. The proposed development site is over 
the plantation land centered in the Delburn area, 
covering the Darlimurla, Silver Creek and Thor-
pdale plantations. The site is generally bounded 
by Coalville to the north, Thorpdale to the west, 
Darlimurla to the south, and Boolarra and Yinnar 
to the east.
Project developer Peter Marriott from OSMI said 
“Throughout Europe, wind turbines are a natural 
fit with forestry plantations, coexisting on the one 
site. In this case, we are pleased to be operating 
within an HVP Plantations Latrobe Valley estate, 
to develop what will be one of the first forest-based 
wind farm in Australia.”
The concept plan is for up to 53 turbines with a 
total capacity of 300 MW and total height of up to 
250 metres. The wind farm will cost approximately 
$400-500 million, offset 980,000 tonnes of carbon 
per annum and will power approximately 200,000 
homes. A key part of the project concept is to offer 

the opportunity for community co-investment in 
the project.
The Latrobe Valley has a proud history of being 
the energy center of Victoria. The Delburn Wind 
Farm will utilize existing infrastructure in the 
area by connecting to existing grid infrastructure 
which has supported the thermal generation for 
decades. The project will also utilize the extensive 
skills and experience of local residents by provid-
ing local jobs during the construction phase (ap-
proximately 200 full-time jobs during the 18-24 
month construction period) and beyond (18 full-
time direct jobs), thereby providing both a con-
nection to the regions past, and providing oppor-
tunities for the future. In addition, over $3 million 
per year will go back into the local economy in the 
form of community benefits sharing programs, 
rates arrangements with local councils and lease 
payments to the landowner.
OSMI is committed to conducting a thorough and 
genuine community consultation process. OSMI 
is reaching out directly to those residents in prox-
imity of the proposed wind turbine locations over 
the coming months and anyone in the wider local 
community who would like to have input into the 
project is encouraged to have their say. Aside from 
the shop front, OSMI representatives will also be 
available for home visits, if requested, and it is an-
ticipated that there will be a number of commu-

nity open days and other activities, subject to in-
terest from the community. OSMI will continue to 
provide regular updates and project information 
via letter box drop of project newsletters, the web-
site, social media channels, and local media outlet.
OSMI would like to re-enforce to the community 
that the concept plan is just the first stage of the 
design process. Community members now have 
the opportunity to have their questions answered, 
to register any concerns they may have, and to 
have a real input into the ultimate design of the 
wind farm and the forms that they want the com-
munity benefits to take. Community input will be 
taken into consideration along with the results of 
technical assessments currently being conducted 
and will feed into the next version of the design, 
which will also be released for public comment.
“Construction isn’t planned to commence until 
2022 – this phase is really about engaging early 
with neighbours and the local community to en-
sure this project is well designed and well sup-
ported.”
Interested community members are invited to fill 
in the public survey to help guide the project and 
show their interest in the investment opportunity. 
The survey is available at www.surveymonkey.
com/r/OSMI2019
For more information, or to subscribe to the e-
newsletter, go to www.osmi.com.au or email con-
tactus@osmi.com.au
Shop hours will be 10am-2pm Monday to Thurs-
day, with weekend openings scheduled in advance.
To arrange an appointment, request information, 
or for any other enquiries, contact: 

Ruth Harper 0418 928 534,
ruthharper@osmi.com.au
7 Christian St,
Boolarra 3870.

For media or other enquiries:
Taryn Lane,
Mobile 0458 048 287, 
taryn@akinconsulting.com.au 

Proposed Delburn Wind Farm: Artist’s impression.

Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander,  
Contact Dave for Free Quotes

Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au
Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley gravel
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Concert for Shannon 
Boolarra’s local postie Shannon needs our help! 
Shannon is currently unable to work whilst he 
waits for a heart transplant. The Boolarra com-
munity has generously arranged a concert to help 
raise much needed funds to support Shannon and 
his family through what will be a very challenging 
and costly time. 
The Classical Musical Concert at Boolarra Me-
morial Hall on Sunday 23 June commencing at 
1.30pm promises to be very entertaining with a 
mix of chamber music, opera and acapella music 
with a number of performers including tenor Ste-
phen Hyndman, quartet Peninsula Chamber Musi-
cians and all female choir, Duenna. 
I am personally thrilled and honoured to be in-
volved in supporting such a worthy cause and 
am very much looking forward to what will be a 
wonderful event. Tickets for the concert can be 
purchased at the door or online via the Eventbrite 
website. For further information contact the won-
derful Denise Schiller on 5169 6546.
Proposed Delburn Wind Farm 
As many of you will be aware OSMI Australia have 
announced plans for a proposed wind farm for the 
Delburn area and surrounds. Whilst its early days 
I believe the company is seeking to undertake ex-
tensive community consultation so they are able 
to obtain a better understanding of the commu-
nity sentiment and any associated concerns that 
exist on such a proposal.
There is obviously a long way to go in this pro-
cess and it is imperative that local communities 
are able to have their say and ask questions. I have 
been advised that OSMI have appointed a Com-
munity Engagement Officer in Ruth Harper who 
will be known by many locals. A shop front was 

recently established at 7 Christian Street in Bool-
arra with the opening hours being Monday to 
Thursday from the hours of 10.00am – 2.00pm.
For more information on the Delburn Wind Farm 
proposal, or to subscribe to OSMI’s e-newsletter, 
please visit their website at: www.osmi.com.au In-
terested community members are also invited to 
complete a public survey. The survey is available at 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/OSMI2019 In closing, 
I again reiterate and encourage members of our 
local community to provide their feedback and 
have their say on this proposal. 

Blaze Aid 
Can you spare some time to help your local farm-
ing community in their efforts to rebuild fences 
post the Yinnar South/Budgeree bushfires earlier 
this year? Blaze Aid has done so much to support 
rural communities who have contended with ma-
jor flood and fire events 
and unfortunately this 
worthy organisation has 
once again had to visit our 
region. Work has com-
menced to rebuild fenc-
ing across the commu-
nity: however volunteers 
are still needed to ensure 
these works can be com-
pleted as soon as possible.  
Blaze Aid has located its 
base at the Yinnar Recrea-
tion Reserve and we thank 
all co-ordinators and vol-
unteers for their efforts 
thus far. In addition to re-
building of fences, Blaze 
Aid is also a registered 
charity organisation and 
welcomes donations of 
food and other items that 

assist those in need following events of this nature. 
Again I can’t emphasise enough how much we ap-
preciate the work of Blaze Aid co-ordinators and 
volunteers for the work they do. If you are inter-
ested in being involved with Blaze Aid or to volun-
teer or make a donation you can chat to Jainee on 
0432 522 975 or Luke on 0438 747 566.

russell northe mLa
Member of Morwell

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

vvv

Boolarra Store
9-11 Tarwin Street Boolarra

Eat in or take away Catering available
*Light meals *Coffee *Cakes *Fresh sandwiches & rolls 

*Fish & Chips *Burgers *Bakery pies, pasties, sausage rolls *Roast beef & gravy rolls
*Fresh bakery bread *Milk *Papers *Grocery items *Smokes *Gifts *Ice *Gas Bottles

Café open for breakfast, lunch, dinner
Roast lunch & dinner on Sunday’s eat in or take away

Hours: Mon-Fri open 6.00am. Weekends and holidays open 8.00am Phone 5169 6452 

Russell Norhe MLA.



The Boolarra Link - June 2019Page: 20

Mirboo North & District 
Community Bank® 
Branch

MIRBOO NORTH & DISTRICT  
COMMUNITY BANK® ANNOUNCES $1M IN 
COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS 
On a special Mirboo North night, at the open-
ing of the Art Show, Alan Bannister Manager of 
the Mirboo North & District Community Bank® 
Branch, made a remarkable announcement - over 
$1M in contributions have been distributed to our 
communities through the work of the Bank.  
Twenty years ago, the district was left without ad-
equate banking services, after two major banks 
left Mirboo North, and a group of dedicated vol-
unteers worked tirelessly to establish an Agency. 
Ten years later, it was time to up the ante and in 
July 2010 the Community Bank® Branch was es-
tablished. The Community Banking model sees a 
locally owned business, run by a volunteer board, 
sharing its revenue with Bendigo Bank and its 
profits going back into the local community, and 
of course its shareholders.  
With strong support from shareholders and cus-
tomers, a full suite of services comparable to that 
of the Big 4 banks, was now brought back to the 

area. Over the ensu-
ing years, a strong 
community asset 
evolved, enabling 
funding support to 
a total of 107 com-
munity groups and 
organisations in the 
Boolarra, Mirboo 
North and Yinnar 
districts. 
Excellent profits 
over time from an 
increasing customer base have made it possible to 
reinvest $1M into our district facilitating strength-
ening and growth within our communities. 
“We exist to provide banking services, employ-
ment opportunities and support to our commu-
nity with much-needed funding through grants, 
sponsorships and donations. It is with great pleas-
ure that we make this announcement and we look 
forward to the community’s continued support 
enabling the bank to distribute further funding”, 
Alan explained. 
The Community Bank® Branch has provided 
$443,796 in grants, $301,323 in sponsorship, 
$16,840 in donations and $241,462 for the Educa-
tion Support Fund (now perpetual). This comes 
to a spectacular grand total 
of $1,003,421. Not included 
in this total are dividends of 
$200,030 paid to our share-
holders. 
Kerry Peachey, current Chair of 
the Community Bank® Branch 
Board of Directors had this to 
say, “I’m proud to be part of 
this exciting event and to work 
with the Directors in continu-
ing to build on this great result, 

“We thank our customers, staff, shareholders and 
Board Directors past and present for making this 
significant achievement possible. We also thank 
those who were responsible for the initial estab-
lishment of the bank” 
This result truly highlights what people can achieve 
when working together; those whose vision saw 
the inception of the bank, the investment made by 
our community and  the support of a trusted  bank 
– The Bendigo, all confirming our motto Banking 
is our Business, Community is our Purpose.
Marg Thomas, Director.
Mirboo North & District Community Bank®.

CARDS 500 and 
CHESS CLUB

On every Monday night 
(including Public Holidays) at the
Boolarra Multi Purpose Building, from 7pm - 9pm. 

Come join a delightful friendly group of players ranging from 
beginners to the serious 
competitive players.

Please bring a small plate. Tea and coffee will be provided.
Charge of $3 per person to cover cost of hall hire.
So if you like a casual game of chess or cards, please do join us. 

No obligation to attend every week. Just come when you can. 

We do, however, need more chess play-
ers as there are only a few at present.

Enquiries: 

0408 177 406, 
0429 923 791.

The Big Cheque - One Million plus for local projects.

Alan Bannisters’ announcement
 at the Art Show.
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The Landcare Group is planning to attend an exciting event at 
Kernot Hall to hear renowned author and permaculture expert 
David Holmgren talk about sustainability and climate change. 
There are many diverse events which Landcare and other envi-
ronmental groups organise, join Landcare and find out what is 

going on around Gippsland in agroforestry and land management.
 Alison, Keith and Alan have been undertaking Waterwatch training.  Alan 
has been monitoring the water quality in the upper Morwell River for a 
number of years and sending the data to Waterwatch. Alison and Keith 
have now also know how to collect the data. Alan has now learnt how to 
interpret the data and he will tell us about this at our next meeting. There 
are a number of sites further along the Morwell River where monitoring 
is done by individuals and the power companies so that the river health is 
well monitored. 
Robern and John have been getting our Library in order and after many 

hours have it all sorted and ready for borrowing. 
The Mill Site continues to need attention as there is always weed con-
trol and track maintenance to be done. The watering in the Arboretum 
seems to have helped the trees along and the recent rain was great. Linda 
has been busy with poly pipe tree guards to stop damage from whipper 
snippers and mowers. They seem to be an effective way to protect the 
trunks though larger trees are more of a challenge. Our regular monthly 
working bees have tackled blackberries and we are pleased with the re-
sults in the areas we have accessed. We are still trying to get our bridge 
repaired but finding suitable builders is hard.
We are beginning to plan our National Tree Day events and have the 
support of Energy Australia who are providing trees to Landcare groups 
for planting on public land. We will continue planting along the Morwell 
River and provide Koala habitat at some other sites we have identified.
Our meetings are held at 7.30pm on the second Wednesday of each 
month at the Multi Purpose Building and all are welcome.

Boolarra South Landcare Group

Revegetation success.

Revegetation project.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879.  
A1241988-4 (454637_v1) (24/02/2019)

If your bank isn’t doing the right thing by you, change 
to one you can feel better about.

• Australia’s 5th largest retail bank.

• 1.6 million customers.

• Competitive products. Innovative service.

• $200 million back to communities.

Drop into your nearest branch at 88 Ridgway, 
Mirboo North or phone 5668 1231 to find out more.

bendigobank.com.au

There are four 
big reasons to 
try number five.

Mirboo North & District Community Bank® Branch
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Our Club’s 2018-19 Pennant Season had its 
highs and lows as most sports do. The high point 
of the Season was for Division 3 who avoided 
relegation down to Division 4 so remain in Divi-
sion 3 for 2019-20. For Division 6 the highlights 
were impressive wins against Newborough (3rd 
on ladder at the time) and Traralgon (3rd on 
ladder at the time). Having 24 players available 
every week is a big ask for a small Club such as 
ours. However, 2019-20 looks to already show 
encouraging signs of increased playing mem-
bership as well as a higher level of participation 
in the running of the Club. 
 

Our Presentation Night was held Friday, 10 May 
at the clubrooms. This was ably catered for by 

Jackie Baker with Travis on the BBQ. Thank you, 
a great spread! 
Club Champions were presented with their tro-
phies by Vice-President, Terry Parker. 
 
LADIES’ SINGLES:  Tamara Traill (first season 
bowling) 
MEN’S SINGLES:  Stan Williams 
NOVICE CHAMPION:  Keith Holmes 
100 UP:  David Caldwell 
MEN’S PAIRS:  Bob Allen and Eddie Dudek 
PRESIDENT’S HANDICAP: Bob Allen 
MIXED PAIRS: Russell and Mez Peters 
2 BOWLS SINGLES: Eddie Dudek 
 
Congratulations to all Club Champions. Then it 
was time for Club Members to vote for the Club 
Person for 2018-19. This award is very impor-
tant as it recognises dedication and hard work 
for the Club. Previous recipients of this award 
felt very proud to be recognised by their fellow 
Club members. This year’s recipient, Bob Allen, 
is no different. After an emotional few words, 
Bob was presented with the Club Person award 
for 2018-19. Congratulations Bob, well deserved. 
At the AGM on Wednesday, 1 May, 25 club 
members attended. The highest attendance for 
an AGM since Moses was a boy! This was very 
heartening for the outgoing board. Office Bear-
ers for 2019-20 Season are:-
PRESIDENT: Bob Allen 
VICE PRESIDENT: Terry Parker 
SECRETARY: Roz Carstairs 
TREASURER: Pam Allen 
ASST. TREASURER: Travis Baker 
PUBLIC OFFICER: Roz Carstairs 
BOARD MEMBERS: Tony Snell, Stan Williams, 
Russell Peters 
DELEGATES: Tony Snell, Russell Peters 

 
Roz Carstairs,
Secretary,
0429 383 686,
boolarrabowlingclub@bigpond.com.

Boolarra Bowls and Recreation Club

MN Playgroup
I awoke to the sound of rain bucketing down on 
the roof, I thought “Surely we won’t be going to 
Mossvale Park today?”, however after a few mes-
sages were sent around it was confirmed that the 
Mirboo North Playgroup excursion to Mossvale 
Park was going ahead. I packed the kids, their wa-
terproof suits, raincoats, gumboots and multiple 
changes of clothes into the car and headed off, 
prepared to all get soaked and arrive home very 
soggy! However, by the time we arrived, the sky 
had cleared – hooray! The conditions were per-
fect for a play in the autumn leaves. The kids and 
adults alike had an absolute ball running through 
the leaves, collecting them in buckets and throw-

ing them up into the sky. There were shrieks of 
laughter as leaves of many beautiful autumnal col-
ours were flying everywhere - it was great to see so 
many happy faces having so much fun! Mossvale 
Park in autumn is one of several excursions we 
hold throughout the year. Mirboo North Play-
group is usually held at the old Railway Station 
next to Baromi Park on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings from 9-11am. For further information 
about our playgroup please email: mirboonorth-
playgrouptoylibrary@gmail.com.

Club Person 2018-19: Bob Allen.

Men’s Champion Stan Williams and Ladies 
Champion Tamara Traill with President Bob Allen 

and Vic President Terry Parker.
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Boolarra 
Netball Club 

FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to thank their valuable spon-
sors for Season 2018 and welcome them back for Season 2019 and ask that 

you get behind and support these businesses as they support our community 
club. 

Morwell Club, Prorent, Tony Antonelli Accounting, Lincon Hire & Ser-
vices, Boolarra Community Hotel, Mirboo North & District Community 
Bank, Boolarra Fish Farm, Gibson Groundspread, Latrobe City, Yinnar 
Community Hotel, Boolarra Post Office, Boolarra Store, Trafalgar Mens 
& Boyswear, Jims Building Inspections, Tradeweld, Valley Trophy Cen-
tre, Strzelecki Plumbing, J Smith Motors, Monacellars Wine & Spirits, 
Prosper Valley Excavations, Cervis Equipment, Riviera Display Kitchens, 
Mirboo North Golf Club, Kennedy Haulage/ Driffield Quarries, Prosper 
Valley Gravel, Out of Dough, Willaton Transport, Devtree Pty Ltd, BJ 
Bennett & Co Real Estate, Benson Timber & Hardware, Latrobe Valley 
Funeral Services, Bellebanne, Gatts Panel Works, Willys Bobcat Hire, 
Norm Oliver Butchers, Bellebanne, ETU, Gippsland Printers, Yinnar 
Milk Bar & Country Cafe, Mirboo North Hardware, GM Conveyancing, 
Young Signs, Samantha Brick Health & Massage, Russell Northe, Mc-
Donalds, Alfresh 2 Go. 

Boolarra Link: Netball - May 2019
One of the highlights for the BFNC was the Anzac Day match Vs 
Morwell East held on Thursday 25 April at the Morwell Recreation 
Reserve. Originally to be played on  27 April both clubs arranged 
to move the match to Anzac Day making it all the more special. 
The ceremony was held on the oval before the start of the B Grade 
netball game. All senior Netball and Football teams from both 
clubs were invited onto the field to pay their respects, lining the 
50-metre line. The Last Post was played along with the Australian 
and New Zeeland national anthem, followed by a minute’s silence 

to reflect.
Boolarra A grade had their first competitive win against Newborough at 
Newborough’s home court with a clear lead. All grades have been close and 
great to watch. Each team have been developing and improving their skills 
and giving it a good fight until the end of each game, which is great to see. 
Some of the events coming up at the club to keep an eye on are:  The annual 
Red and Blue Ball, Round 10 after the Thorpdale game on 15  June. 
- Duck Races, Round 13 after the Trafalgar game, Sunday 7 July.  
We appreciate all our supporters and love seeing you all each week on game 
day, your continuing support is important as we continue to build over the 
season, Go Dees!

Anzac Day Ceremony: 
all senior netball and football players lined the 

50-metre line to pay tribute during the ceremony.Boolarra B Grade Netball.

Boolarra C Grade Netball.


