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Budgeree resident Leanne Potter is travelling to Manilla, Philippines on 19 September as part of 
the Australian team in the Milestone Global International world pageant. Mrs Potter said “I am very 
excited but also very nervous, as being in an international pageant is very different to the ones held 
here in Australia”.
Leanne started competing in pageantry in 2018 and was selected to represent Australia after being 
seen at a pageant in Sydney in November. Mrs Potter said “It has been a lot of hard work in the lead 
up to going to Manilla. We have to do a lot of appearances, photos, social media and of course make 
sure we are looking good. This takes a lot of physical and mental preparation, a little like an athlete 
preparing for the Olympics”.
The pageant will commence on 19 September with four days of competition starting with arrival 
at the airport, and will include orientation, city tour, national costume, a talent section and even-
ing gown. Mrs Potter said “you are judged throughout the four days on your appearance, etiquette, 
confidence and passion for our platform which is raising awareness about domestic violence. It is 
also about the friendships you form with the other women from around the world that I enjoy most.”
Mrs Potter recently attended the Australian Golden Sash Awards held in Sydney as she was nomi-
nated as one of the top four in Australia for her humanitarian works and volunteering. Many of you 
would know Leanne from her work refurbishing the historic Budgeree Hall.
We wish Leanne great success in Manilla.

Shannon’s Concert
On 23 June, the Memorial Hall was filled with mu-

sic thanks to generous support from the art-
ists who entertained us. Duenna, the wom-
en’s choir from Budgeree, fittingly opened 
the program with a range of songs which 
suited the occasion. The tenor Stephen 
Hyndman provided a wonderful selection of 
songs from opera to folk and received much 
acclaim. We were also fortunate to have a 
beautiful String Quartet from the Peninsula 
Chamber Musicians who appealed to all age 
groups with the choices they gave us. We 
had hoped for good attendance and were 

not disappointed even though we knew there were 
other attractions for the musical audience in Mor-

well. Dates were not able to change so we 
were apprehensive but worried unneces-
sarily. The Memorial Hall committee pro-
vided a country afternoon tea with lots of 
home-made delicious goodies and added 
considerably to our takings for the day. 
This was a real community event. Thanks 
first to The Boolarra Link which provided 
opportune publicity by ensuring the June 
edition came out just before the concert. 
The Boolarra Community Development 
Group and The Memorial Hall committee 

both had vital roles to 
play.
Graham and Lynda 
Code were the initiators 
and people with the mu-
sical contacts to make 
this happen. Without 
the generous support 
of the musicians there 
would not have been a 
concert. Stephen Hynd-
man came from Bris-
bane and performed in 

Melbourne so detoured to Boolarra. The Penin-
sula musicians had a couple of hours of travel and 
some members of Duenna are not locals. Thank 
you all.
We are aiming to raise $20,000 and are getting 
closer to the target. The concert added another 
$1,300 or a little more and we are up to about 
$15,000 now. Thank you everyone for your sup-
port of Shannon.

Denise Schiller.

Leanne Potter to travel to Manilla 
for world pageant.

 Duenna women’s choir.

Stephen Hyndman from Brisbane.
Penninsula Chamber Musicians 

String Quartet.

Leanne to Walk on the World Stage
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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 

Committee unless acknowledged
 as such. 

No endorsement of products or 
services is implied by the listing of 

advertisers or sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the 

Committee takes no responsibility
 for errors.

THE BOOLARRA LINK 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Committee members are:
Luke Potter - President - 0418 530 682
Matt Ryan - Treasurer 
Alan Hall - Secretary
Paula Ryan - Advertising Officer
Sylvia Sauppe -Editor - 5169 6321
Alan Hall - Subeditor
Alan Hall - Proof reading
Deborah Chanesman - Proof reading
Erin Morgan - Proof reading
Paula Ryan - Photographer - 0413 844 660

Feedback, articles, photos and correspondence 
can be provided via email to 

editorthelink@gmail.com or by letter 
addressed to The Boolarra Link and dropped 

off with Mary or Shannon at the 
Boolarra Post Office. 

Website: thelink.boolarra.vic.au

BOOLARRA LINK ADvERTISINg

Advertisements are in blocks of 8cm WIDE 
x 10cm HIGH

Blocks can be arranged side by side 
or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks - $28.00

Additional blocks $28.00

BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance.

Editorial
As editor of The Boolarra Link I have watched the discussions about the proposed Delburn Wind Farm, 
with sadness I see the community dividing about the issue, for or against. On one side, part of the com-
munity is scared to lose their lifestyles, and the value of their assets, as they point to potential health 
impacts on humans, animals and environment. Most are not against renewable energy: many have 
joined the opposition to Delburn in light of claims - disputed by wind farm companies and proponents 
- that wind farms can indeed harmful to human health.
…So can we risk trying it out on ourselves?
On the other side, some other community members (mostly living a bit further away and not affected 
directly) support the proposal, mostly on environmental grounds. 
We are told by the company there are no severe side effects.
The community was promised money which could be spent to improve community assets, but this 
money wouldn’t directly help anyone adversely affected, who will then effectively pay for the benefits 
of the rest.
I am asking the community of Boolarra and surrounding area to listen to both sides of the discussion, 
keep an open mind, and exercise tolerance towards other community members especially from the 
other side in the debate. 
As editor of The Boolarra Link a paper written by the community for the community regardless of 
my own thoughts, there will be opportunities for both sides of the debate, as there are articles submit-
ted. I believe organisations representing the community should remain unbiased.

Sylvia Sauppe,
Editor,
The Boolarra Link.

BOOLARRA LINK AGM
To be held on

WEdnESdAy 16 OCTOBER 2019
FROM 6PM

at 
Boolarra Store

ALL WELCOME 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE LINK TO CONTINUE

Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, 
Contact Dave for Free Quotes

Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au
Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley gravel
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Residents React as Windfarm developer 
downplays dangers
A Washington wildfire last month, caused by a 
faulty wind turbine, provides yet another exam-
ple of why residents should be concerned about 
the fire risk from the proposed Delburn Wind 
Farm. Developer OSMI Australia wants approval 
to build 35 turbines in approximately 5,000 acres 
of highly combustible pine plantation owned by 
Hancock Victorian Plantations (HVP). 
The siting of wind farms within pine plantations 
may make sense in Europe where space is limited 
and the climate mild. In south east Australia, it 
is sheer madness. The traditional owners of the 
local land are the Gunai-Kurnai ‘Brataualung’ 
people, translating as "Men from the place of 
fire". Since European settlement in the area, there 
have been at least nine catastrophic fires. Each 
fire has highlighted the extremely difficult and 
sometimes impossible task authorities have in 
protecting lives and property. 
The site of the proposed wind farm is covered by 
a bushfire management overlay in Victoria’s Plan-
ning Scheme due to the extreme bushfire risk. 
The purpose of the overlay is “to ensure that the 
development of land prioritises the protection of 

human life and strength-
ens community resilience 
to bushfire”. Neighbors of 
HVP have experienced 
three plantation fires in the 
past ten years. The worst 
of these was the deliber-
ately lit Delburn Complex 
of Fires in 2009 when 44 
homes were lost and many 
millions of dollars’ worth 
of plantation destroyed. 
The wind farm is proposed 
to be built in the very plan-
tations that were destroyed 
in 2009 but that have since 
been regrown. 
Residents neighbouring 
the plantations are still 

traumatized by the 2009 fires as well as the local 
fires in 2014 and 2019. Local resident Rosemary 
Parker said: “We have not got over the trauma 
of the five days of the 2009 fires which burned 
our fences, threatened our livestock and our own 
home. The CFA was unable to provide any sup-
port apart from one plane load of fire retardant 
dropped around our home. Each year we live in 
fear during the fire season. This wind farm pro-
posal just brings it all back.” 
As the recent fire in Southern Washington shows, 
turbines can and do catch fire and can cause 
wildfires. CFA’s Emergency Management Guide-
lines for Wind Energy Facilities state: “Where 
practicable, Wind Energy Facilities should be 
sited on open grassed areas (such as paddocks 
grazed by cattle or sheep)”. The aim of this rec-
ommendation is to reduce bushfire risk by reduc-
ing fuel loads near turbines. 
OSMI’s webpage states only that: “plantation trees 
within 100m of the perimeter surrounding the 
base of each turbine are to be high pruned to de-
velop a ladder fuel free fire break.” The rotors on 
the proposed turbines are 180 meters in diameter 
(swept area larger than the MCG), meaning that 

there will be a ring of flam-
mable pruned pine trees 
below each rotor. 
Both CFA and HVP’s fire-
fighting policies rightly 
put the health and safety of 
their firefighters first. There 
are properties neighbour-
ing the plantations that will 
not be defended by ground 
crews due to the high fire 
risk posed by plantations 
along escape routes. As 
stated in the Royal Com-

mission report on 
the Delburn Fires 
2009, “the Delburn 
fires were fought 
with a great deal of 

aerial support. Mr Owen told the Commission he 
‘pretty well had his own air force’…… Mr Owen 
agreed that the plentiful supply of air resources 
greatly assisted in combating the fire” (p. 48).
The presence of 250-metre tall turbines will 
severely hamper or prevent aerial firefighting 
efforts, which are the only practical method of 
fighting plantation fires. AFAC Guidelines state 
that “Turbine towers, meteorological monitor-
ing towers and power transmission infrastruc-
ture pose risks for aerial firefighting operations”. 
Fire-fighting pilots are permitted to fly low only if 
they have good visibility and clearance from tall 
objects. 
HVP and OSMI claim that they will manage the 
fire risks of the proposed wind farm. They point 
to fire suppression technologies in turbines. 
What they cannot control are lightning strikes or 
arsonists. Graeme Wilson, a long-time resident of 
the area, expressed a lack of confidence in HVP’s 
capacity to fight fires, “HVP took over the planta-
tions from Victorian Plantations Corporation in 
2001 and subsequently sacked experienced work-
ers in favour of contractors. For twenty years 
prior to the takeover, there were no major fires in 
the plantations; we have had three catastrophic 
fires since then. In my opinion, neither HVP nor 
OSMI will be able to stop any fire around the 
wind farm; putting neighbours at severe risk. 
With fixed wing aircraft unable to operate around 
the turbines, fire-fighting efforts will be impossi-
ble. This wind farm is totally inappropriate.”
Residents whose homes are affected by the wind 
farm proposal have formed a group called The 
Strzelecki Community Alliance. Spokesperson 
for the group, Anne-Marie Dieperink, em-
phasised that “the group is not anti-windfarm 
but opposes installations that adversely affect 
neighbors. Putting people’s lives at risk is not 
an option. No amount of management plans on 
paper will prevent a bushfire from occurring. The 
proposal is due to be submitted to the Planning 
Minister next year, we are concerned that this 
process is just a rubber-stamping exercise and 
our concerns will be ignored”.

Primary Contact: 
Anne Marie Dieperink,
Strzelecki Community Alliance Chairperson,
Email: amdiep@aol.com,
Phone: 0428 844 298.

Also:
Graeme Wilson,
Resident of 30 years,
Email delburn1@hotmail.com,
Phone 0428 684 267.OSMI photo-montage of proposed wind farm 2019 https://osmi.com.au/

Please note that these two pictures are taken from almost the same viewpoint. 

Delburn Plantation fires January 2009.

Strzelecki Community Alliance
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KEn GRAEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo north 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester 
& Service Centre

 »

 » new & Custom Built Systems
 » Malware & Virus Removal

 » Software Sales & Installation
 » Advice & Assistance

 » Upgrades & Configuration
 » System Maintenance

 » notebooks & netbooks
 » Parts & Peripherals

 » Printer Consumables

grcs@internode.on.net
PO Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

Ph: 5169 6473 
Mob: 0429 696 473

 Grand Ridge
 Computer Services

The grass roots group ‘Strzelecki Sustainable Futures’ came 
into being to provide a hopeful outlook on the proposed 
wind farm development.
Many of us have lived in the Latrobe Valley for 20 years or 
more and we have seen the coal pollution from the power 
stations and have called for change away from fossil fuel 
burning to renewable alternatives.
The links between the burning of fossil fuels and human 
activities - evidence of climate change impacts points to 
the need for urgent action. Multi-species are at threat due 
to climate change and we don’t know how much irrevers-
ible change we are doing (ABC Climate Change, 11 August, 
7.30pm).
Our local communities have the opportunity to support the 
growing energy evolution to wind that will help transition 
the Latrobe Valley away from pollution. We are part of the 
solution taking positive action for a sustainable future.
A community is made up of many voices and it’s under-
standable that people have concerns. The community 
engagement process continues until March next year and 
OSMI are committed to one further review by December. 
We encourage people to visit the OSMI office, talk with the 
community engagement officer, and express their concerns. 
Climate action challenges us to transform our world. We 
believe the wind farm is an appropriate development in a 
pine plantation where existing transmission lines will be 
used to feed into the grid and expert fire risk assessments of 
the area will lead to actions to reduce fire risk in the area.
To be added to our email reading list on all things 
‘wind farm’, email:
strzeleckisustainablefutures@gmail.com

If you are interested in being an active member of our 
group and coming to our monthly meetings contact
 Catheryn, 0435 048 153.

Strzelecki Sustainable Futures

www.mirboodistrictfoundation.org.au
PPLY
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As Spring arrives, the Year 12 students in our district are in sight of the end of their secondary education.  It
is the point at which they are finalising choices for future study, whether at TAFE, University or Online
courses.  It is also the time of year when mature students think about further education to enhance existing
experience and knowledge. 
 
However, as a rural district, our students are faced with additional costs to access post secondary
education due to our distance from an urban centre.  This is where the Community  Foundation’s
Education Support Fund (‘ESF’) can assist with an ESF award.
 
The purpose of the Educational Support Fund is to provide financial support to students in our district to
help overcome the challenges of transitioning to tertiary education.  Whether the challenges relate to
distance /location, or their own specific circumstances, the ESF awards can be used for relocation costs,
bonds, rent, course materials etc.
 
Applications will be open between 1st September and 18th November 2019.
To keep up to date follow us on Facebook or join our 
ESF subscriber group by emailing Viv on 
admin@mirboodistrictfoundation.org.au.
 
Application forms can be accessed from our website and
Facebook from the 1st September 2019
 

A P P L I C A T I O N S

O P E N  0 1 . 0 9 . 1 9

mirboodistrictfoundation mndcf3871
Connect with 

US on
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Annual General 
Meeting – 22 August 
2019
Report from the 
Chair 

Introduction
Thank you all for your attendance this evening. 
We have many willing volunteers in Boolarra, 
serving in a diversity of community groups and 
clubs, and many of us wear hats in several dif-
ferent organisations. It is a testament to our 
community spirit in Boolarra that we have such 
strong participation from a small population.
Our Community Development Group’s aim is to 
promote the social, economic and environmental 
development of Boolarra and district in accord-
ance with the wishes of the community.
We see our role being to work with the people 
and groups within the community to advance 
and foster the town’s wellbeing. We also seek to 
work closely with Latrobe City Council, State 
and Federal Members of Parliament and various 
Government Departments, as well as hosting 
and promoting various community events for the 
enjoyment of all.
The BCDG has now been active for seventeen 
years, and we are very proud of what we have 
achieved in that time. However there is still much 
that can be done to make our community an 
even better place to live.
As always we have organised the regular and 
ever-popular Christmas Carols and Australia 
Day events. This year we also held the bi-annual 
Open Garden which attracted over 150 people, 
and which provided a fundraising opportunity 
for other groups including the Garden Club and 
Red Cross. The Historical Society was also open 
and had good numbers attend. The profit from 
the Open Garden Day was donated to the Shan-
non Appeal.
Coming up in October we have the Boolarra Ga-
rage Sale and Car Boot Sale, which always brings 
lots of people into the community, and allows for 
the redistribution of junk between households.

delburn
One of the important roles of the Development 
Group is to be the voice of the community in is-
sues of public infrastructure. This year the key in-
frastructure issue has been the proposed Delburn 
Wind Farm, and this has been a real challenge for 
this group, as it is an issue which has polarised 
the community, including this committee, which 
has a number of members located quite close to 
the proposed towers, and potentially impacted. 

Unfortunately, it is extremely difficult to separate 
the wheat from the chaff with respect to the facts 
associated with wind farm installations. What is 
clear is that some communities, and adjoining 
residents, have suffered. There is also a grave risk 
of social fractures within the community as an 
outcome of the project. We do not see it as the 
role of this group to take a position on the pre-
ferred outcome, but rather to support all mem-
bers of the community in working through issues 
associated with the project.

Supporting the community
The BCDG also acts as an umbrella organisation 
under which other groups can apply for fund-
ing, and in this year has been extremely active. 
In February the Bushfire Anniversary event was 
held at the hall, The evening was organised by 
a number of community members willing to 
provide valuable assistance, under the auspices 
of the Boolarra Folk Festival, and with support 
from the BCDG. In Heather Farley’s words “It 
really showcased the Boolarra community and 
while the fire is still raw for many, it gave people 
a strong sense of connection; of a positive future, 
ongoing change and how some good can emerge 
out of a tragedy and that people are not on their 
own/alone.”
A week later and we had Tom Curtain Speak Up 
Tour at the Boolarra Community Hotel. Another 
fantastic night, extremely well organised and 
a great showcase for the Boolarra Community 
Hotel and the wider Boolarra community. The 
BCDG worked very closely with the Pub in the 
funding arrangement with the LVA for this event, 
and handling funds on behalf of the Pub. We are 
still holding $1700 on behalf of the Pub from this 
event.
A great thing about this group is that we can 
help people achieve their dreams. Cath Murphy 
approached the group in October 2018 with the 
concept of getting the Small Halls Tour to per-
form at Boolarra. We assisted Cath in bringing 
this to fruition, and on the 28 March we had the 
Small Halls Tour concert in the Memorial Hall 
featuring award-winning Canadian trio The 
Once, Australia’s John Flanagan and our very 
own, The Magentas, who more than held there 
own in the face of the quality guests. We would 
love more people to approach us with their 
dreams. We won’t do the work, but we will advise 
and support them to achieve great community 
outcomes.
Perhaps the most remarkable achievement of the 
group this year has been the fundraising effort on 
behalf of Shannon Blines, our local postmaster. 
Launched on Australia Day, the appeal has cur-
rently raised over $16,000. It has been a real win/
win, raising funds for a very worthwhile cause, 

but also providing a real boost to community 
spirit and inspiring a number of social events, in-
cluding the Sunday afternoon of classical music, 
which brings the community closer together.

Thank you’s and conclusion
I would like to thank the Community Devel-
opment Group committee members for their 
participation and support, particularly our 
long-serving Secretary Colin Brick and Jenny 
Wedrowicz as treasurer. Our best wished are with 
Jenny at this time, as she is currently undergoing 
a treatment of chemotherapy.
I would also like to recognise the contribution to 
our activities that Mary and Shannon at the Post 
Office make, both in distributing information on 
our behalf, and collecting things for us. I would 
also like to acknowledge the contribution that 
Latrobe City make, supporting us not only finan-
cially through grants such as Australia day and 
Christmas Festivities, and the Small Town Capi-
tal Funding, but also with the attendance of Cr 
Darrell White at most meetings, and Abby Hill 
as our liaison officer for over four years. Abby 
will shortly be commencing maternity leave; our 
group has really appreciated the assistance she 
has provided us, and wish her all the best for her 
future adventures.

Finally I would like to note the valuable contribu-
tion that the Mirboo North and District Com-
munity Bank, and the Mirboo North and District 
Community Foundation make in supporting a 
wide range of activities and projects within the 
community.
It would seem appropriate at this point to recom-
mend participation in our Boolarra Community 
Development Group and we welcome visitors 
and new Committee members to attend our 
meetings normally held on the third Thursday of 
the month. Please come along and make yourself 
known. Community members are also invited to 
raise issues at those meetings by prior notice to 
the secretary, who will make time on the agenda.
Once again, thank you all for your attendance, 
please join us for supper following the meeting.

Sue Webster, 
Deputy Chair.

Boolarra Community development Group 
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On the Hill
natural Therapy Centre

1 Bishop Street, Boolarra

Practitioner: Rhonda Clark
In Boolarra on Wednesdays

From 10:00am to 4:00pm

SPECIALISInG In BOWEn THERAPy
(Bowtech®)

Muscle & connective tissue movement for
Aches, pains, strains, sprains & post-op rehab.

Treatment cost: $50.00
Concession or Pension Card Holders $40.00

Massage (back, legs & arms) $30.00 per half hour
Hand or foot spa with some reflexology $50.00 

per one hour treatment
Treatment fees are refundable by most Private Health Funds

Phone Rhonda on: 0416 148 104

Knitting Kits Australia

For your convenience selected kits are 
now available at Boolarra General Store 

and Boolarra Emporium.

Kits feature natural fibre yarns, pattern and any 
accessories needed to complete your project. 

Needles available separately.

Knitting Yarns by Mail
114 Fox & Fanckes Rd Boolarra South

Open by appointment only
Phone Alison : 0408 992 927

Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au
Orders delivered free to Boolarra Street addresses

Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water and 
Battery Storage. We specialise in pre-
mium quality systems, backed up by 

old-fashioned Customer Service.

LocaL company - based in 
TraraLgon & mirboo norTh
Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add	value	to	your	home
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
call us now for a Free in-home quotation

phone: 1300 447 765
cherry@gippslandsolar.com.au 

www.gippslandsolar.com.au

Solar Power ✴ Solar Hot Water ✴ Battery Storage

Boolarra - 
Trail Blazers
We meet on Thursdays at 9am 
at the Boolarra Football Oval.
Well it’s been a wet winter, 
but most Thursdays it hasn’t 

rained so we have walked around the oval and kept 
fit. We’ve also enjoyed the morning teas, particu-
larly the pikelets and vanilla slices.
As soon as it dries out a bit we will be walking the 
trail in the State Forest. Come along, join in the 
friendships and keep fit this spring.

Phone John Lubawski on 5169 6494 or just turn up.

Boolarra Community Development Group – An-
nual General Meeting
It was with great pleasure that I had the opportu-
nity to recently attend the Boolarra Community 
Development Groups (BCDG) Annual General 
Meeting. I wish Chair Doug Black, Deputy Chair 
Sue Webster, Secretary Colin Brick, Treasurer 
Jenny Wedrowicz, Publicity Officer Deb Chanes-
man and all Committee members the very best 
for the next 12 months ahead. This dedicated 
group of volunteers help make Boolarra and Dis-
trict such a treasured place to live and visit. 
Throughout the year BCDG has been involved in 
a multitude of events and supported a number of 
important causes. This includes the co-ordination 
of Boolarra’s Australia Day event, assisting with 
the Tom Curtain Speak Up Tour event, the Ten 
Year bushfire anniversary function and organis-
ing concerts at the Memorial Hall which helped 
to raise funds for local postmaster Shannon 
Blines. Having attended these events myself I can 
attest to the fact that community spirit in Bool-
arra is very much alive and well. Again well done 
and congratulations to all associated with the 
BCDG. Keep up the great work you do! 
Boolarra Folk Festival 
I note a grant from the Latrobe Valley Authority 
has been allocated to the Boolarra Folk Festi-
val committee to help with the restoration and 
extension of the Old Boolarra Post Office. These 
funds will allow for the establishment of the 
building to establish a committee base and will 
be a fabulous new community resource on com-
pletion of the works. I know such a plan has been 
on the agenda for some time and I am therefore 
so pleased that the Folk Festival team have been 
able to secure funds to undertake this important 
project. The Boolarra Folk Festival of course has 

now become one of the iconic and celebrated 
events in our region and many are already look-
ing forward to a rollicking good time at the 2020 
Boolarra Folk Festival!! 
Fire Access Tracks Petition
In mid-August I tabled a petition in Parliament 
with over 1500 signatures which called for fire 
access tracks across the State to be adequately 
cleared and maintained as a matter of urgency. I 
thank the many people who feel passionate about 
this issue and distributed petitions across the 
community. Having attended many community 
meetings in Cowwarr, Toongabbie and Yinnar 
during and post fires we experienced earlier this 
year, it became evident that first responders and 
particularly CFA teams had encountered acces-
sibility issues when endeavouring to fight these 
fires. 
Much of the feedback related to the fact that 
many emergency tracks were overgrown and had 
not been maintained adequately. This is really an 
unacceptable situation which puts our firefighters 
and first responders at an increased risk and also 
significantly increases risks to local communities. 
We have taken our cause up with the relevant 
authorities and hope to receive a favourable 
response. I also wish to take the opportunity to 
again pay tribute to all our first responders in-
cluding all our local CFA brigades and members. 
The Yinnar South/Budgeree fires really tested the 
resilience of many but as always our CFA teams 
stood tall at such a difficult time. 
I also wish to congratulate the Yinnar South 
CFA Brigade who recently celebrated 75 years 
of service to our community. To Captain Mark 
Bruerton and his members past and present – 
well done and thank you for your dedication and 
commitment.

Russell Northe MLA,
Member for Morwell.

russell northe mLa
Member of Morwell

Latrobe City has installed some great 
toilet roll holders too.
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Threats To Health 
From Wind Farm 
Noise Pollution
As industrial scale wind farms have spread glob-
ally, so have the complaints about sleep distur-
bance, headaches, tinnitus, dizziness, nausea, 
anxiety and cardiovascular problems. The wind 
industry has been quick to dismiss turbines as the 
cause. The mantra is “What you can’t hear can’t 
hurt you.” Noise regulations reflect this thinking 
as they only focus on audible sound and ‘accept-
able’ noise levels. 
Logic would have us question this. We know that 
what we can’t see can hurt us, e.g. x-rays and ul-
traviolet rays. There are pathways into the body 
for sound other than the auditory pathway just as 
there are pathways for electromagnetic radiation 
other than the eye. 
As stated by the World Health Organisation 

(WHO), “Exposure to noise can lead to auditory 
and non-auditory effects on health” (Environmen-
tal Noise Guidelines for the European Region 2018). 
The WHO recognises environmental noise as one 
of the top environmental risks to physical and 
mental health and wellbeing. Noise is a stressor 
that can have an adverse impact on health, espe-
cially following long term exposure. The disease 
burden of environmental noise can be quantified 
for cardiovascular disease, cognitive impairment 
in children, sleep disturbance, tinnitus and an-
noyance. 
For the first time, the WHO has included wind 
turbines in the European guidelines.The lack of 
quality studies on the impacts of turbine noise on 
human health is acknowledged. Wind turbines are 
known to generate more infrasound and low fre-
quency sound than other sources of noise such as 
traffic, and to have special characteristics such as 
pulsating sound. The adequacy of A-weighted (au-
dible) sound measurements for assessing turbine 
noise and guiding their location is questioned by 
the WHO given the unique noise characteristics 
of turbines.
The lack of quality research into the impact of wind 
farms on human health was also recognised in a 
2015 study commissioned by Australia’s National 
Health and Medical Research Centre (NHMRC). 

The findings from this study are of-
ten misquoted. The poor quality of 
existing research meant that no re-
lationship could be established. Nor 
could one be discounted. There is 
simply a lack of evidence to draw a 
conclusion either way. 
Consequently, the NHMRC is 
spending $3.3 million to fund two 
research projects into the effects of 
wind turbines on human health. 
Early results from the Flinders Uni-
versity study show pulsing sound 
from wind turbines was audible in homes 3.5 km 
away, and these turbines are much smaller than 
those proposed for the Delburn Wind Farm. 
Surely the precautionary principle should apply 
until the results of the NHMRC funded research 
are known? As stated in the Victorian Environ-
ment Protection Amendment Act 2018, “If there 
exist threats of serious or irreversible harm to hu-
man health or the environment, lack of full sci-
entific certainty should not be used as a reason 
for postponing measures to prevent or minimise 
those threats.”
Victoria has the lowest level of protection from 
wind farm noise in Australia. The protections are 
clearly not working given the proven breach of the 
Victorian Public Health and Wellbeing Act at the 
Bald Hills Wind Farm. Of interest, the directors of 
OSMI are also associated with the development of 
this wind farm. 
The swept area of turbine blades has increased 
five-fold since 2010 yet setback distances to hous-
es in Victoria have decreased from 2km to 1km 
during that time. The National Wind Farm Com-
missioner recommends setback distances of 2km 
from houses for turbines over 200m in height and 
a distance of 5km from towns to preserve amen-
ity. The Strzelecki Community Alliance supports 
these recommendations and calls for appropriate-
ly located industrial scale wind farms.

Jon Woods addresses the meeting.

A full Boolarra Memorial Hall on a mid-winter July night -
 location of Boolarra’s first public meeting for the

 ‘Strzelecki Community Alliance’. Speakers at the meeting: 
Anne Marie Dieperink, Jon Woods, and Don Jelbert (who has 

a cattle farm at Bald Hills).

Don Jelbert relates his wind farm 
experience to the meeting. 

Gum nuts of the flowering gum - example 
of native flora at Boolarra Cemetery.
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Submitted by 
Lois Thornton (member). 

We are a technology company 
based in the local area and are 
looking for people that have a keen 
interest in technology, like work-
ing and sharing ideas with others, 
are great communicators and are 
looking for new challenges. 

If this is you, please send your re-
sume to us at info@charlie-mac.com 
and we'll be sure to get back to you 
soon.

WOOL GROUP 
yARnInG

Carla is using the longest double 
pointed needles ever seen for her 

garment. Those that sit beside her 
must take care not to get too close 

in case they lose an eye.

Alice in Wonderland quilt crafted by 
Elisabeth for a very lucky grandchild.

Red jacket knitted by Elisabeth for 
another lucky grandchild.

Bed socks knitted by Anne L for her 
fortunate daughter.

Lori is showing off her 
poncho of many colours.

H A Z E LW O O d
P R O P E R T y

M A I n T E n A n C E
 • Small or Large Lawns
 • Gutters/Window Cleaning
 • Pruning/Weed Eradication

Mark & Sandra Maynard

MOBILE: 0412 549 376
PH/FAX: 03 5163 1782

pmhazel@bigpond.com 
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Public Bar
With the colder weather 
coming into winter it’s 

time to review our trad-
ing hours, will be open 

as follows:
Mon 3 – 8pm
Tue 3 – 9pm
Wed 3 – 9pm

Thur 3 – 10pm
Fri 3pm - Late

Sat 12pm - Late
Sun 12pm - 8pm

The Yinnar Primary School has approached us to 
make various activity projects, in conjunction with 
the kids, for placement in their school grounds. I will 
report more on this as it develops.

Our AGM was held on 24 June 2019 and the new 
committee is as follows:

•	 President	–	Michael	L	Watt
•	 Vice	President	–	Joseph	Schutte
•	 Secretary/Treasurer	–	Doug	Black
•	 Other	committee	members	–	Lawrie	Havril-
lay, Malcolm Thompson, John Henry and Alex Ste-
venson.

We thank the previous committee for all their hard 
work and dedication to the Shed and the commu-
nity.
We received bad news that our oldest member, Bob 
Copland, passed away in late August 2019 and was 
buried at the Mirboo North Cemetery on 29 August 
2019. Eight of us attended his funeral. Bob was quite 
a character and kept us amused and entertained dur-
ing his time with us at the Shed. Vale Bob.
We are currently applying for a grant through the 
Department of Health and Human Services to install 
solar panels on the roof of the Shed. Kellie Bertrand, 
from the Department, and Denise Schiller have been 
extremely helpful in preparing the grant submission, 
thank you ladies. We have also had great support 
from Colin Brick, the Boolarra Quilting Group, the 
Boolarra South Landcare Group, The Boolarra Wool 
Group, Darren Chester’s Office and Russell Northe’s 
Office.
We have been approached by a number of ladies in 
our community asking if we could run courses on 

such topics as the correct use of hand tools etc. and 
even projects to make items for their house or for 
their yard. In an effort to gauge the demand for such 
courses it is suggested that any interested individuals 
(male or female) give the writer a call on 51696 286 
to discuss their areas of interest.
As reported previously members of the Shed have 
engaged in the restoration of household furniture, 
which has been very well received by happy custom-
ers. If you have any items that you would like to have 
restored, please visit us and discuss what we can do 
for you. Our prices are reasonable and competitive.
Our hard wood, timber slatted park benches with 
cast iron ends are continuing to sell like hot cakes 
so if you are in the market get in quick before you 
miss out. We do have some in stock and they are an 
absolute bargain at only $200 each. Also available 
are custom made coffins for humans, cats and dogs. 
We also have rough sawn pine slabs $60 each and 
200mm x 75mm pine sleepers $20 each for sale at 
the Shed.
Monthly BBQs/luncheons at the Shed are continu-
ing to be very well attended, so if you would like to 
come along and meet us, they are held on the last 
Monday each month at around 12 noon.
To the males in the Boolarra and district community 
who have not experienced the camaraderie of the 
Boolarra Men’s Shed, why don’t you come along on 
any Monday or Wednesday from 10am to 4pm and 
have a chat and a cuppa or a soft drink. You might be 
pleasantly surprised what the Shed and its members 
hold in store for you.

Michael L Watt,
Vice President.

BOOLARRA MEn’S SHEd 

Active In Our Community

yinnar Fuel
 & Farm Supplies

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RAnGE – GREAT SERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

+

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240
52 Main Street, yinnar Vic 3869

See CFA contribution page 10.

Help needed.....! 
The Boolarra Link written by the com-
munity for the community; is put togeth-
er by community volunteers. We need 
help now with proof readers. 
To proof read you need a few hours be-
fore each edition, you committing for one 
edition at a time. You will need access to 
the internet and a computer/word pro-
cessor. You get to read the articles first.

If you can help, contact us at 
editorthelink@gmail.com 
or phone me 0488 488 354. 

Sylvia Sauppe, 
editor The Boolarra Link.
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Seasonal Outlook 2019 – 2020
The latest seasonal outlook suggests that the 
2019/20 fire season has the potential to be an ex-
tended and active season, and both the South East 
NSW coast and Gippsland have been highlighted 
as facing above normal fire potential. We have 
had below average winter rainfall and the soil and 
bush remain dry, despite the recent rain. 
The outlook map below shows the bushfire out-
look for Australia through to the end of 2019 at 

the current point in time. This will be reviewed as 
we move through spring but it is a timely remind-
er that we could well be in for a longer than usual 
fire season, with a potentially early start. At this 
point we are unaware of when fire restrictions will 
be announced. With this in mind, now is the time 
to begin preparing your property for the summer. 
Effective property preparation now reduces the 
risks and helps us to keep our community safe. 
Clear leaf litter, dead branches, overhanging trees 
and other potential fuel sources away from build-
ings and fence lines. Keep grass cut short. Check 
and test your fire-fighting equipment if you have 
it – pumps, hoses and tank connections. Replace 
anything that is damaged or has perished. Review 
your summer fire plan – will you stay or go? 

Can we Fit?
As part of your summer 
preparations, make sure 
your driveway and access 
tracks will allow tanker ac-
cess. In the past we have 
been called to fires that 
we cannot get a truck into, 
due to dense overhanging 
trees along driveways and 
access tracks. The average 
firetruck needs a minimum of 3.5m width and 
four metres height for ease of access.
Brigade Training 
Brigade training has been more of an indoor ac-
tivity over winter. We have reviewed our hazard-
ous materials awareness, practised mapping and 
hose skills and refreshed our hazardous trees 
awareness. A number of members have also com-
pleted the Level Two First Aid Skills refresher 
course and our Breathing Apparatus wearers have 
upgraded their skills in preparation for the roll-
out of the new BA equipment. Now that the days 
are getting longer, we will be out and about every 
second Monday night, practising the skills we use 
on the fire-ground. This will include basic skills 
such as bowling hoses, water delivery, draught-
ing and boosting water, running grass fire attacks, 
mapping and radio skills. We are also required to 
have completed burnover drills prior to each fire 
season so we will be running through that drill a 
number of times.
Juniors
The Juniors continue to meet on a fortnightly 
basis at the station and have a lot of fun. Again, 
over winter they have tended to spend the nights 
indoors, building their team work and leadership 
skills, practising their radio communication and 
mapping skills, and learning about fire behaviour. 
They have overhauled and tested the Communi-
ty Firefighting Trailer and conducted equipment 
checks on the tankers.

Burning Off Safely
Once you have cleaned up your property, make 
sure you dispose of your green waste safely. If you 
live in the residential zone of Boolarra, you are not 
allowed to burn off green waste and must take it to 
the Council’s designated green waste disposal fa-
cilities. Latrobe City has a coupon system that can 
be used at any time that suits you. Each coupon 
allows you to take one cubic meter of material free 
of charge to the facility. If your property is zoned 
Farming, Rural, Rural-Lifestyle and Rural/Resi-
dential, you do not need a permit to burn. How-
ever, you must adhere to the following conditions 
(Latrobe City Council By-laws):
•	 An	adult	is	to	be	in	attendance	at	all	times
•	 A	minimum	firebreak	of	2m	must	be	con-
structed around the area to be burnt
•	 Sufficient	water	 is	 to	be	on	site	 to	handle	
any emergency that may occur
•	 Burning	 off	 must	 not	 commence	 before	
7am
•	 Burning	off	must	not	commence	if	winds	
are more than 15 kph or the temperature is above 
30 celsius. If burning off has commenced, all fires 
MUST be extinguished immediately.
Notice must be given to each owner or occupier of 
land neighbouring the area to be burnt.
Call 1800 668 511 Vic Fire Ballarat to lodge your 
intention to burn.
The Brigade has a Community Firefighting Trailer 
that is available for people to borrow. This has a 
400 litre tank, pump and hoses. Please contact the 
Captain 0408 173 637 if you would like to have 
this when you are burning off.
Smoke Alarms Battery Check
Remember to test your smoke detector and re-
place the battery when daylight savings starts.
Annual Emergency Services Open Day – 20 Oc-
tober
Our annual Open Day is on again this year and 
will be held on 20 October at the Fire Station. We 
hope we will have a lot of people pop in as they 
are out and about checking out the Garage Sales in 
Boolarra that day. Captain Koala will be there to 
meet the kids and we will have a number of activi-
ties for people of all ages. Make sure you set your-

BURnInG ISSUES
BOOLARRA CFA nEWS

Boolarra CFA Juniors.

Boolarra CFA Juniors.

Continued page 11.
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Refurbishment at the Hall continues, with 
the inside almost complete. The sanding and 
sealing of the 109-year-old floor boards was 
sensational. The boards came up a treat and 
we only had to replace three boards that were 
no longer up to standard.
We received a grant from the Department of 
Sports and Recreation to install a defibrillator 
at the Hall for the public to use. The defibril-
lator is now located on the wall at the back 
of the Hall. We also received free training for 
the community from St John’s Ambulance 
and had 21 people come along to learn how 
to use it and to refresh their CPR knowledge.
We have also received a Mirboo North and 
District Community Bank grant to improve the 
fire safety at the Hall. The grant will allow us to 
replace the bottom three 109-year-old weather 
boards with cement sheeting to provide some 
protection from ember attack in the event of 
another fire. We are also having a small veranda 
added outside the kitchen door to stop the rain 
coming in the under the door and to stop leaf 
build up as part of the fire protection plan. We 
are now sourcing funds to provide a metal water 

tank dedicated for asset protection.
The planning permit for the outside deck is pro-
gressing, slowly but we hope to start work as 
soon as the weather improves, ready for summer.
The Hall is proving very popular for events with 
something happening there most weekends. If 
you would like to book an event or have a tour 
of the Hall to see how it could be the venue for 
your next party, or Christmas event, contact our 
secretary Leanne on 0429 111 192.

self a reminder to come down, ask any burning 
questions you may have and have a look at some 
of the helpful information we will have on display. 
Vic Police will also be in attendance.
Keep informed - find us on Facebook and down-
load the Vic Emergency app.
There are a number of ways you can stay informed 
throughout the year on all emergency related 
matters. Keep up to date with everything fire Bri-
gade related by searching for “Boolarra CFA” on 
Facebook and hitting the ‘Like button’. We post 
regular community updates and information. The 
Vic Emergency app is very useful. Download the 
app to stay informed about what is happening – 
the site puts out regular updates when an incident 
is underway so that our community members are 
kept more aware of what is going on.
 
Cheers,
Di Billingsley,
Captain.

Sanded and sealed floor. 

Defibrillator training Budgeree Hall. 

Winter rain and wind combine to bring down large pines in the Skate Park.

From Page 10.
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Delburn Wind Farm update September 2019

Met Mast Installation
A temporary meteorological tower (met mast), 
a guy-wire supported lattice structure to collect 
accurate information regarding weather condi-
tions and wind speed at approximately the pro-
posed hub height of the wind turbines -160m - is 
planned to be installed during September. It will 
be installed in the central part of the project site, 
in plantation east of Strzelecki Hwy and north of 
Creamery Rd, and will take two to three weeks 
to install. This met mast is proposed to only be 
installed during the pre-construction phase of the 
project, and due to being a temporary met mast 
(defined as an ‘anemometer’ under the Planning 
Scheme) it does not require a planning permit 
unlike other permanent structures. Latrobe City 
Council and aviation operators are being formally 
notified of the mast location and height prior 
it being installed. The mast will provide a good 
visual reference for what a 160m high tower will 
look like, and should be visible from the Str-
zelecki Highway and Creamery Road areas.
Bald Hills Wind Farm Tours
A big thank you to everyone who participated 
in our bus tours and open days. All events were 
well attended, and we have had great feedback. 
We will aim to hold more in a few months’ time. 

Below is a picture taken at Bald 
Hills by one of our attendees.

Preliminary Assessment
 Reports
The reports for most of our 
preliminary assessments for the 
updated 35 turbine layout have 
been published. 
This includes:
•	 Economic	Impacts

•	 Traffic	Impacts
•	 Noise	Assessment
•	 Shadow	Flicker	Assessment
•	 EMI	Assessment
In addition, we have summaries of the results to 
date for the fire risk assessment and ecological 
assessments, and the full reports should be avail-
able online soon. 
We are also working 
on summary sheets 
for all the reports, 
for those who don't 
wish to read the 
entire reports. 

All these can be 
found on our new 
planning page on 
our website - click 
here <need a paper 
friendly URL> to be 
directed to the page. 
Questions/queries
As always, if you 
have any questions 
about the project, or 
would like to organ-
ise for someone to 

come out to your place for a more specific con-
versation, please contact our Community En-
gagement Officer, Ruth Harper, or drop in to the 
Boolarra shop front.

Office hours: Wednesday-Thursday 10am-2pm, 
or by appointment
e: ruthharper@osmi.com.au
m: 0418 928 534. 

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879.  
A1241988-4 (454637_v1) (24/02/2019)

If your bank isn’t doing the right thing by you, change 
to one you can feel better about.

• Australia’s 5th largest retail bank.

• 1.6 million customers.

• Competitive products. Innovative service.

• $200 million back to communities.

Drop into your nearest branch at 88 Ridgway, 
Mirboo North or phone 5668 1231 to find out more.

bendigobank.com.au

There are four 
big reasons to 
try number five.

Mirboo North & District Community Bank® Branch

Keith putting up a nest box.

Bald Hills Wind Farm picture supplied by Cath Thompson, 
permission granted by photographer and landowner, 

Lindsay Marriott.
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We are getting used to wet work-
ing bees as we have been rained 
on these last couple of months. 
Keith put up a nesting box and 
managed to do some track slash-

ing before we adjourned for lunch. It needs 
some dry weather so we can thoroughly 
deal with track maintenance at the Mill Site 
and install more nest boxes. Energy Aus-
tralia provided us with 700 trees to plant for 
National Tree Day. The day was fine and we 
were able to get quite a bit done. There were 
many middle sized plants and shrubs and 
these will be good habitat. Daisy bushes and 
Ti-Tree will provide plenty of spring flowers. 
Yinnar Primary School had a big planting 
day too assisted by WGCMA and the Land-
care Network. Many of our farmers are also 
involved in big tree planting projects to develop wildlife corridors and shelter belts. All of the pro-
jects increase biodiversity and sustain our environment. Landcare have a good library on flora and 
fauna and associated topics: books can be borrowed at our monthly meet-
ing, 7.30pm on the second Wednesday of the month at the Multi Purpose 
Building.

Denise Schiller.

Boolarra South Landcare Group

Ready to go, after morning tea cakes and coffee.

Along Morwell River Road for National 
Tree Day, Keith and Alison. 

Seedlings of trees and understorey, 
planters.

Native vegetation buffers at Falls Reserve HVP plantation.

Scenic Morwell River Falls in winter.
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Term 3 has been an excit-
ing term at Boolarra Primary 
School. Our School’s vision of-
ten guides us in the activities 
the students undertake.
At Boolarra Primary School we value creativity, 
curiosity and innovation. We recognize the fun-
damental importance of reflective and adaptable 
thinking. Our students are empowered to generate 
their own course for lifelong learning and make 
purposeful contributions to their community.
This term we have had a strong focus on develop-
ing curiosity in our students. We believe that we 
need to provide real life experiences so our chil-
dren can engage and relate to the world around 
them. Through these experiences we aim to pro-
mote curiosity so our students can investigate ar-
eas that are of interest to them. 
Healesville Sanctuary Excursion
During week three, all students at our school 
visited Healesville Sanctuary on a whole school 
excursion. Our students travelled by bus to the 

Sanctuary and spent several hours exploring the 
zoo. This excursion formed part of student learn-
ing within the curriculum area of Biological Sci-
ence. We arrived in time to see the Bird of Prey 
Show. This was amazing and we were all in awe 
of the clever birds. We saw a Wedge-tail Eagle 
soar above our heads and catch tiny bits of meat 
thrown by its handler. We also watched parrots 
and a Black-breasted Buzzard. After the show, 

students explored the zoo. The Animal Hospital 
was a big hit and we were able to observe medical 
procedures being performed. For one of our Year 
Four students this was a life changing moment as 
he announced he was going to be an animal sur-
geon. One of our main focusses was how animals 
adapt to their environment. We also learnt about 
the importance of caring for our world. Our Foun-
dation/One class used this experience as a provo-
cation to build models of animal habitats.
SLICE
Our SLICE program has run for four weeks. In 
this program students choose from a range of 
activities. This term students could choose from 
activities that included electronics, cooking, craft, 
basketball, growing things. Community members 
are invited to run sessions based on their exper-

tise. If you are interested in sharing your 
skills and running a small activity group in 
Term 4 please contact our school. These ac-
tivities are used as provocations so students 
can develop their own inquiry project. Stu-
dents are currently working on their indi-
vidual projects.
Crazy Sock and Hair day
Our School Council has been fundrais-
ing to raise money for our refurbishment 
of our playground. In the oncoming weeks 
we will be having a nest swing installed. We 
are all very excited as the planning process 
has taken longer than anticipated. Much of 
the money for the swing has been raised lo-
cally and will begin a process of making our 
outside learning spaces more inclusive. As 
part of our fundraising venture we sold very 
colourful socks. This has been an extremely 

popular venture and we anticipate it will be regu-
lar on our fundraising calendar. To promote this 
we held a Crazy Sock and Hair Day.
yoga and Mindfulness
Staff at Boolarra Primary School understand that 
in preparing our students for the future we need 
to ensure they have the skills to manage their own 
health and wellbeing. We have been extremely 
fortunate this term to be invited to participate in 

a Yoga and Mindfulness Program that runs for 
the entire term. Yvette Atkins leads the students 
through weekly sessions. Students are introduced 
and practice breathing techniques, yoga poses, 
stretches and develop their understanding of how 
our emotions can influence our behaviour. This 
has been a fabulous project and has increased 
awareness of some of the simple techniques we 
can use for our own mental health.

Susan Duncan,
Boolarra Primary School,
Principal.

Electronics class.

Cooking pancakes.

Growing vegie seedlings.

Crazy Hair Day.
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Lots of fun at 
the Healesville 

Sanctuary.Crazy Hair Day.



The Boolarra Link - September 2019Page: 16

St Matt’s Op Shop Yinnar

CHURCHILL HOT BREAD
For ALL your

BREAD & PASTRY
requirements

HOT PIES
Take-away Cappucino

& Lattes
Now available

CATERING AVAILABLE
Monday to Friday - 7am - 5.30pm
Saturday & Sunday - 7am - 2pm

5122 3255

Boolarra 
Public Cemetery Trust

At the August AGM of the Cemetery Trust the following 
members were elected:
President – Matt Gleeson
Vice president – Ron Armstrong
Secretary - Roz Carstairs
Assistant Secretary – Michael Watt
Finance Officer – Judy Webster
Ground Secretary – Merilyn Williams
Historical Secretary – Robern Lubawski
Glenys Morgan, 
Bill Armstrong, 
Michael Gleeson.
All members were thanked for their continued involvement 
and contribution to the trust. Particular mention went to Mer-
ilyn Williams for the continued improvement of the Cemetery 
ground and Judy Webster’s work as Finance Officer and her 
maintenance of the toilet facilities at the Cemetery. Ken Wil-
liams work on the flower containers was also acknowledged.
A welcome was extended to Michael Watt, the new Trust 
member appointed this year.
A thank you was given to Scott Price who retired from the 
Trust, for his term as a Trust member.
Our Cemetery is much admired and it’s due to the hard work 
of Trust members.
Now that spring is upon us, take the opportunity to enjoy the 
gardens and grounds of the cemetery. In November, in par-
ticular, the Trigger Orchids will be out in abundance and offer 
a spectacular display.

Roz Carstairs,
Secretary,
0429 383 686.

Boolarra Cemetery.

St Matt’s Op Shop, Yinnar.
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www.hazelwoodhealthcentre.com.au
9a Georgina Place Churchill 3842 
P: 5122 2555 (24 hours)

Bulk Billing ALL Medicare Card Holders

Open Monday to Saturday
Evening Clinic Wednesday

Book online or download our MAACG App

Caring 
Family 

Medicine

Commissioner talks mine rehabilitation with 
Boolarra Community development Group.
With Hazelwood closing in 2017, Yallourn ceasing 
operations in 2032 and Loy Yang in 2048, reha-
bilitation planning for all three coal mines is un-
derway that will transform the Latrobe Valley we 
know today.
This was the focus of the Latrobe Valley Mine Re-
habilitation Commissioner Professor Rae Mac-
kay’s discussions with a group of members of the 
Boolarra Community Development Group at 
their meeting in August, chaired by Latrobe City 
Councillor Darrell White and attended by Mem-
ber for Morwell Russell Northe MP.
Mine rehabilitation involves restoring mined land 
to a final landform that is safe, stable and sustain-
able, enabling future use.
The responsibility of the mine owners to rehabili-
tate the land, plans for future land development, 
materials other than water to fill the mines, and 
how Hazelwood Pondage fits in with mine reha-
bilitation planning were some of the questions 
raised during the meeting.
“The mine owners are power generators essen-
tially, not developers, and their responsibility lies 
with leaving the land safe and sustainable that can 

allow for development,” Professor Mackay said.
“It is up to people to encourage development, and 
I am open to ideas from the community, council 
and government alike,” he continued.
The Commissioner also explained the reasons, 
based on geotechnical stability and long-term 
safety, behind water being the preferred option to 
fill the mines, which was a recommendation by 
the 2015-16 Hazelwood Mine Fire Inquiry. 
To fully understand the viability of the pit lakes 
option, the Latrobe Valley Regional Rehabilitation 
Strategy is being developed by the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DEL-
WP) and Department of Jobs, Precincts and Re-
gions (DJPR), and is tasked to carry out extensive 
water and land use studies. Professor Mackay, as 
Commissioner, provides independent advice and 
recommendations on the Strategy, which is due 
for completion in June 2020.
Professor Mackay explained that the cost to move 
and use other fill materials such as overburden 
was much higher, and that sourcing such materi-
als would be difficult as there is simply not enough 
available. He also noted that the Hazelwood Pond-
age is not in the mining lease and is an asset of 
ENGIE specifically used for power generation, 
with water from the pondage to be ideally trans-
ferred to the new pit lake.
The Commissioner is keen to keep the community 
informed about mine rehabilitation planning. To 
share your views and to find out more, or if you’re 
a member of a community group and would like 

the Commissioner to attend a group meeting, 
please contact the Commissioner’s Traralgon of-
fice on 1800 571 966 or email commissioner@
lvmrc.vic.gov.au. 
Professor Rae Mackay and his team would like to 
sincerely thank the Boolarra Community Devel-
opment Group for hosting them.

The office of the Latrobe Valley Mine Rehabilita-
tion Commissioner was established in response 
to a recommendation by the 2015-16 Hazelwood 
Mine Fire Inquiry. Professor Rae Mackay was ap-
pointed to the three-year term in June 2017. The 
Commissioner provides independent advice and 
recommendations to the Victorian government 
and Minister for Resources on mine rehabilitation, 
and works closely with the community, stakehold-
ers and the three Latrobe Valley mine operators 
on mine rehabilitation planning.
Pictured: Latrobe Valley Mine Rehabilitation 
Commissioner Professor Rae Mackay with La-
trobe City Councillor Darrell White and Boolarra 
Community Development Group secretary Colin 
Brick.

For more information, please contact:

Mary Mathew,
Engagement Officer,
Latrobe Valley Mine Rehabilitation Commissioner.

0436 816 856 | 1800 571 966 | commissioner@
lvmrc.vic.gov.au | www.lvmrc.vic.gov.au 

7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra Vic 3870 
Ph: 03 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523 

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE

Open: Monday to Friday, 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturdays, 9.00am to 11.00am 

except long weekends we will be closed.
Supplying all Australia Post Products - 

including Express, International
and Registered mail, Stamps, Packaging etc. Photocopying & Fax Service. 

Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals 
are also available. We also have some Gift Cards. 

Banking services are available for most banks. need to send money overseas? Then we can 
help you do a Western Union Money Transfer. 

Travel Money/Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa Cards available 
here as well as the Travel Visa cards. 

We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.
We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, 

 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you 
are entitled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery. 

you may set up an email notification with us when mail is awaiting collection (Mail2day).

Mary & Shannon & Team
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Correction from last Link 
June 2019

Florence Penaluna and 
her sister Beryl Penalu-
na. In their debutante 

dresses. Wartime, fabric 
was next to impossible, 

but someone knew where 
to get a large supply 

of netting. All the girls 
and their mothers got 
together and dyed half 
blue, and the other half 
pink. The mothers did 

the cutting and sewing. 
Beryl, on the left, wore 

blue, and Florence wore 
pink.

Spring is on its way - wattle tree 
in Darlimurla.

The Rail Trail near 
Darlimurla.
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Boolarra Book Club
Our Book Club has had a great 
winter. Lots of rain so we read lots 
of books and ate lots of hot soup. In 

July we had a day out in Fish Creek (lovely lunch) 
and visited Alison Lester’s shop – what a delight 
and then Roland Harvey’s place – amazing and 
exciting.
We are back to reading books – and sharing 

books with one another. If you are interested to 
come along please come at 6pm on the first Mon-
day of the month or ring Robern on 5169 6494.
Weed the garden when the sun shines – read 
when it rains (in bed or before the fire).

 Robern Lubawski.

CARdS 500 and 
CHESS CLUB

On every Monday night 
(including Public Holidays) at the
Boolarra Multi Purpose Building, 
from 7pm - 9pm. 

Come join a delightful friendly group of 
players ranging from beginners to the serious 
competitive players.

Please bring a small plate. Tea and coffee will 
be provided.
Charge of $3 per person to cover cost of hall 

hire.
So if you like a casual game of chess or cards, 

please do join us. No obligation to attend eve-
ry week. Just come when you can. 

We do, however, need more chess players as 
there are only a few at present.

Enquiries: 

0408 177 406, 
0429 923 791.

Community  Grants
 2019

OPENS
 1st September

Project of benefit to the Community?  
Now is the time to bring it to life.
 
If you have an idea for strengthening your
community or community organisation, or
building capacity in our district, now is the
time to tell us.   The Community Foundation’s
2019 Community Grants Program will be open
from Sunday 1st September to Monday 30th
September, 2019.
 
Don't be put off by the process, we are here
to help.  You can come to our Grants
Information morning at our office (96a
Ridgway) on Wednesday 4th September at
10.30am.  Or you can get in touch by phone
(0418 301 092), by email
(ruth.rogan@mirboodistrictfoundation.org.au)
or by FaceBook (@mirboodistrictfoundation). 
 
The Community Foundation has supported
projects such as school drumming, mental
health & well being programs, community
access workshops,  all ability play-ground
equipment and community gardens projects. 
 
The 2019 Grant Guidelines and Grant
Application form will be available on our
website from 1st September 2019
 
www.mirboodistrictfoundation.org.au
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Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
 

Rob Franssen & dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

If no Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal
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On 13 July on our home game vs Mirboo North 
we were honoured to host the Indigenous Round 
at Boolarra for the football and netball. The 
weather was wild, wet and windy; but considering 
the playing conditions the day went on with spir-
its high. The netballers had playing position bibs 
made and hair scrunchies with indigenous design. 
The Senior footballers had jumpers designed by 
local indigenous artist Mark Munnich who came 
down and presented the guernseys he designed to 
the playing group after training. A ceremony was 
held on Saturday before the Senior’s game and A 
Grade netball game, acknowledging the tradition-
al owners of the land. This follows NAIDOC week 
celebrations that are held across Australia each 
July to celebrate the history, culture and achieve-
ments of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. NAIDOC is celebrated not only in Indig-
enous communities, but by Australians from all 
walks of life.
On 13 July the netballers also hosted the Screen 
For Me campaign. Screen For Me is a local cam-
paign calling on everyone in the community to 
help save a life, and talk to your loved ones about 
cervical screening, breast screening and bowel 
screening. Early detection saves lives, so we are 
asking you to talk to your loved ones about the 
importance of doing the National Screening Pro-
grams and asking them to complete their free 
screening. The aim of screening programs is to 
pick up very early cancers in healthy individuals, 
who do not have symptoms.
Who needs to screen?
Women 25 – 74 need to have a cervical screen.
Men and Women 50 – 74 need to do the home 
bowel screen test every two years. This gets sent to 
their home by the Australian Government.
Women 50 -74 need to have a breast screen every 
two years.
Latrobe numbers for under screened
Over 12,000 eligible people living in the Latrobe 

Valley are not up to date with their bowel screen.
More than 5,000 eligible women living in the La-
trobe Valley are not up to date with their breast 
screen.
Approximately 10,000 eligible women living in 
the Latrobe Valley are not up to date with their 
cervical screen.
Help save lives
Ask your loved ones to #ScreenForMe. More in-
formation can also be found at: https://www.can-
cer.org.au/about-cancer/early-detection/screen-
ing-programs/
Early detection saves lives!

Vote count was held on Sunday 11 August after 
the last game with the following results:

A Grade
Best and Fairest: Michelle Masters
Runners Up: Zoe Trembath
B Grade
Best and Fairest: Claudia Davern
Runners Up: Olivia Douglas and Tylah Wilkins
C Grade
Best and Fairest: Meg Francis
Runners Up: Erin Hoghton
D Grade 
Best and Fairest: Riannah Irwin
Runners Up: Brooke Lagerway
Under 17’s
Best and Fairest: Brooke Dalrymple
Runners Up: Caitlyn Gill and Bridie Kimpton
Under 15’s
Best and Fairest: Caterina Reiske
Runners Up: Lexi Redpath
Also a big congratulations to Monique Beamish, 
Abbey Di Corleto and Carrie Fox on playing 250 
games in the 2019 season.
Thanks to all our players, coaches, umpires, spon-
sors, supporters and volunteers who have contrib-
uted over the 2019 season, it is very much appre-
ciated. Until next season, Go Dees!

Boolarra Junior Netball club
The Boolarra Junior Netball club had a great win-
ter season and we were able to field four teams 
in the Moe and District Netball Association. We 
had a mixture of local kids and ring ins and in-
troduced a boys’ uniform excitingly fielding four 
boys across a couple of teams. 
The Nine and Under team supported by Stacey 
W and Meg had a great season with a mixture of 
young first timers and experienced kids in their 
third season; this allowed for great competitive 
games and fast development of new players. The 
kids had a fun season with plenty of wins and a 
great time playing with their friends. 
This season we were fortunate enough to be able 
to field two 11 and Under teams. We hope to be 
able to maintain and encourage this level of par-
ticipation into the future seasons and are always 
welcoming of new players. The 11’s Red team 
started the season with a lot of first times but the 
girls developed quickly. By the end of the season a 
strong competitive team had developed which was 
a testament to the hard work put in by the coaches 
Anne-maree and Linda. A string of unfortunate 
events including forfeits, byes and cancelled game 
resulted in the team missing the finals by one win. 
We are so proud of the level of development and 
teamwork showed by the girls.
The 11s Blue team fielded a solid team which saw 
them sitting on top of the ladder for the whole 
season. The team was strong in players that played 
multiple sports particularly basketball and it 
showed with great ball skills and ability to read the 
play. Coached by Jamie and supported by Stacey 
B the team made the grand final where they had 
a convincing win over Moe Lions 33 to 12. The 
support shown on Grand Final day by the parents 
and other Junior players was fantastic with a huge 
turnout.
The 13 and Under team was coached by Stacey B 
and supported by Jamie, they had a fantastic sea-
son and brought some new players to the Club. 
All girls constantly improved throughout the sea-
son and win or lose they always had a smile on 
their faces. If they stick together as a team through 
twilight, they will be a top competitive team.
Thank you to all the parents and siblings that 
braved the cold and early mornings to let the kids 
play. Most players are returning for the twilight 
season starting in October, and with players being 
fresh off a great season they should have an even 
better one.
Go Dees!

Alyce Reiske.

Boolarra 
Netball Club 

FOUndATIOn CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

A Grade ‘Screen For Me’ campaign.

Boolarra Junior netballers.
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NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

vvv

Boolarra Store
9-11 Tarwin Street Boolarra

Eat in or take away Catering available
*Light meals *Coffee *Cakes *Fresh sandwiches & rolls 

*Fish & Chips *Burgers *Bakery pies, pasties, sausage rolls *Roast beef & gravy rolls
*Fresh bakery bread *Milk *Papers *Grocery items *Smokes *Gifts *Ice *Gas Bottles

Café open for breakfast, lunch, dinner
Roast lunch & dinner on Sunday’s eat in or take away

Hours: Mon-Fri open 6.00am. Weekends and holidays open 8.00am Phone 5169 6452 

Boolarra Junior netballers.

D Grade netball team.

C Grade netball team.

B Grade netball team.

Boolarra Junior netballers. Boolarra Junior netballers.
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Boolarra Football 
Club 

FOUndATIOn CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

Boolarra Football Club
It didn’t feel like all that long ago that the season 
had just started and just like that its all over for 
another year. Both grades of football had im-
proved seasons results compared to the previous 
two seasons. The Seniors ended up in eighth posi-
tion with three wins and the Reserves just missed 
finals finishing in six with seven wins. Senior 
coach Tony Giardina in his ninth season at the 
helm needed all his experience to guide a young 
Demon outfit through the rigors of Mid Gippy 
footy. The improvement throughout the season 
was clear to see and Coach Giardina will be ea-
ger to add more quality in certain positions for 
a finals push in 2020. Rookie Boolarra Reserves 
coach and former Premiership player Damian 
Smith molded a diverse group of players into a 
team that on their day could compete with the 
best. His no nonsense approach was well received 
in the group and with one more win would have 
been playing finals.
The Club is very pleased to announce that both 
coaches have been reappointed for the 2020 sea-
son.
Unfortunately at the beginning of the year we had 
to pull our Thirds out of the competition due to 
not having enough numbers. It is with great ex-
citement that we can announce we have appoint-
ed co- coaches for the Thirds in 2020. Senior play-
ers Nick O’Connor and Jesse Giardina have taken 
on the big task of getting a team back on the park 
and with a full club effort we are confident we can 
do it. The Club will leave no stone unturned in a 
bid to get junior football back to Boolarra but we 
need everyone’s help in spreading the word and 
recruitment. There will be a big focus on enjoy-
ment and mateship.
Thursday night meals have been an enormous 

success again this year thanks to the hard 
work of Jacqui Baker, Jean Beamish and 
the rest of the Kitchen crew. The Club 
could not be any happier or prouder of 
the job that these ladies do.
The Club recently held our Best and 
Fairest Vote counts with some very tight 
results in some grades. Congratulations 
to the winners!
Seniors
Winner – James Holmes 
R/U – Kenneth Towt
Reserves
Winner – Corey Meers
R/U – Eddie Stanton
We are always looking for more volun-
teers and helpers at the Club, we are a 
small community Club and rely on lo-
cals to fill roles. Please do not hesitate to 
come forward if you think you can fill a role at the 
Club. No matter how small. President Simon Bu-
glisi is very eager to get more people into roles at 
the Club to ease the burden on long-serving vol-
unteers that have taken on too much.
The Club can’t thank enough Junior Football 
Coaches Eddy Stanton and David Caldwell who 
have done a great job with Under 10’s and Under 
12’s this season. The kids have really improved 
and the club is very proud of the work these guys 
and all the parents/volunteers have put in to get 
these teams up and going. The Club held a pres-
entation night and disco which was well attended 
with the kids having an absolute ball. Keep up the 
good work! We strive to provide a great environ-
ment for the kids to be around and to build great 
friendships, which will secure the long term fu-
ture of the Club.
We will be holding a whole club Family Fun Day/
Meet the Coaches day on Sunday 24 November. 
More details will be posted on Facebook closer to 
the date but lock this day in on the calendar.
The Club would like to thank everyone that helped 
out this year in any capacity, we rely on volunteers 
to work hard to provide a place that people can 
play football and netball as well as a place to so-
cialise. It takes a lot of these great people to do this 
and we are lucky we have many.
You can keep up to date with all club news via our 
Facebook page: ‘Boolarra Football Netball Club’.
The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to 
thank their valued sponsors for Season 2019 and 
ask that you get behind and support these busi-
nesses as they support our community Club.
We are also always on the hunt for new sponsors. 
Darren Napier once again is leading the sponsor-
ship drive, if you would like more information on 
packages don’t hesitate to contact Naps.

Player Profile
Tom Reiske

Number - 51.
Nickname – Hot Dogs.
Occupation – Arts Student, Barman at Boolarra 
Pub.
Position – Backline / Ruckman.
Describe yourself as a footballer – No nonsense 
hard-nosed backman, back-up tap ruckman.
Best aspect of your game – elite kicking.
Favourite teammate – Neil Kruen (partner in 
crime).
Favourite AFL club – Carlton.
Favourite AFL player – Zac Clarke / Danny
 Morgan.
Who do you base your game on – Nick Maxwell /
Zac Dawson.
Favourite food – smashed avo on rye, acai bowl, 
tofu.
Favourite drink – kombucha, soy latte, cabernet 
merlot.
Favourite TV show – Q and A, Keeping up with 
the Kardashians, Antiques Roadshow.
Favourite Band/Musician – The Nigellas, Pitbull.
Hobbies – making memes, worm farm, finishing 
my vegan cookbook.
Which three people dead or alive would you in-
vite to dinner – Nick Kyrgios, Kevin Rudd, Tony 
Giardina.
Dream job – Leader of the Greens Party.
Club aspirations – Become president and take 
over Dorry’s Wheel.

Simon Buglisi.

Tom Reiske.

Reserves Best and Fairest Corey Meers.
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At the Bowls Club AGM the following people 
were elected to the Board for 2019-20:
President - Bob Allen
Vice President – Terry Parker
Secretary - Roz Castairs
Treasurer – Pam Allen
Assistant Treasurer – Travis Baker
Board Members – Tony Snell, Russell Peters, 
Stan Williams

All other club members have volunteered for 
the many tasks around the green such as gar-
dens, bar, green, sponsorship, grants etc. The 
2019-2020 Pennant Season in West Gippsland 
Bowls Division begins 5 October. Boolarra 
Bowls Club will be fielding a team in Division 
3 and Division 6. With approximately six new 
members, plus the experience of last season’s 
members, the Club is looking forward to an 
excellent season of competitive bowls. The of-

ficial opening of the green will be Saturday, 14 
September at 1pm, BBQ and Bowls.
Tuesday and Thursday are practice days. The 
bar is open Tuesday and Thursday from 4pm 
with bar snacks on offer.
When daylight saving begins, the Bowls Club 
will offer a parma meal 6pm -7.30pm on a 
Thursday evening beginning Thursday 4 Octo-
ber. Members/visitors need to book as limited 
places are available. Bookings can be made by 
contacting Jackie on 0413 972 551 or via Face-
book. The meal cost is $20.
The Bowls Club has a Social Membership avail-
able for $50 which also gives you preference for 
a meal booking as well as enjoying the club fa-
cilities and generous bar prices.

Roz Carstairs,
Secretary,
0429 383 686,
boolarrabowlingclub@bigpond.com.

Boolarra Bowls and 
Recreation Club

Seniors Best and Fairest James Holmes.

The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to 
thank their valuable sponsors for Season 2018 and 
welcome them back for Season 2019 and ask that 

you get behind and support these businesses as they 
support our community club. 

Morwell Club, Prorent, Tony Antonelli Account-
ing, Lincon Hire & Services, Boolarra Commu-
nity Hotel, Mirboo North & District Community 
Bank, Boolarra Fish Farm, Gibson Ground-
spread, Latrobe City, Yinnar Community Hotel, 
Boolarra Post Office, Boolarra Store, Trafalgar 
Mens & Boyswear, Jims Building Inspections, 
Tradeweld, Valley Trophy Centre, Strzelecki 
Plumbing, J Smith Motors, Monacellars Wine 
& Spirits, Prosper Valley Excavations, Cervis 
Equipment, Riviera Display Kitchens, Mirboo 
North Golf Club, Kennedy Haulage/ Driffield 
Quarries, Prosper Valley Gravel, Out of Dough, 
Willaton Transport, Devtree Pty Ltd, BJ Bennett 
& Co Real Estate, Benson Timber & Hardware, 
Latrobe Valley Funeral Services, Bellebanne, 
Gatts Panel Works, Willys Bobcat Hire, Norm 
Oliver Butchers, Bellebanne, ETU, Gippsland 
Printers, Yinnar Milk Bar & Country Cafe, Mir-
boo North Hardware, GM Conveyancing, Young 
Signs, Samantha Brick Health & Massage, Russell 
Northe, McDonalds, Alfresh 2 Go. 

Some of the latest initiatives 
from the Boolarra Commu-

nity Development Group and 
funded by the Koffee Kart have 
seen the recent installations of 

a bike repair station in Railway 
Park. 

It's situated close to the 
entrance of the Rail Trail and 
we hope that all cyclists enjoy 

using it and keeping their bikes 
in safe working order. 


