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From the Farm to Fame

A few months ago, the Parks Committee received 
correspondence from DELWP requesting nomi-
nations for people who had provided outstanding 
service for our committee of management for the 
reserve.
A quick discussion with John Cargill, and we both 
agreed that the obvious person to be nominated 
was Russell. A nomination was submitted (see be-
low), and just as obviously was warmly accepted 
by DELWP.
The recognition service was held on Wednesday 
20 November and was attended by 35-40 people 
keen to show their respect for Rusty’s achieve-
ments. Over thirty one years, Rusty has been on 
the committee with a large number of people, as 

the attached photo shows. It was a lovely con-
vivial evening, with lots of memories shared. 
Russell Northe, MLA was an apology but for-
warded a letter to be read in his absence, con-
gratulating Rusty on his long voluntary ser-
vice, and his passion for not only the Park, but 
also the community. He also congratulated the 
entire Parks Committee for the great facility 
and community resource they have developed.
Special thanks to the Boolarra Bowls Club who 
undertook the catering and put on a great spread.
In other news from the Park, we have been suc-
cessful in obtaining funding from the Latrobe 
Valley Authority, which in conjunction with ad-
ditional funding from the Park itself, Latrobe City 

and the BCDG, and a contribution from the Foot-
ball/Netball Club gives us over $100,000 to up-
grade the power supply to the reserve, and install 
an irrigation system. This is a great outcome which 
will really set the park up for future development. 
The Folk Festival have also very kindly donated 
an Atco hut, which we will 

Russell McGlade recognition award - committee members 
past and present.

On Friday 22 November 2019 The Weekly Times announced their six winners of 
the rural women Shine Awards. The Shine Awards put the spotlight on the amaz-
ing but often silent achievements of women doing incredible things within their 
communities. 
The winner of the Most Dedicated was Mrs Jean Beamish from Budgeree. Mrs 
Beamish was recognised for her 30 years of work within the community support-
ing the school canteen at Mirboo North Secondary College, volunteering in the 
canteen of the Boolarra Football/Netball Club, as part of the Boolarra Red Cross 
and most importantly as the president of the Budgeree Hall Reserve committee 
of management. When there is a job to do Jean is always the first to put her hand 
up, roll up her sleeves and get to work. Said Leanne Potter who nominated Jean 
for the award: “It has been Jean’s unwavering commitment to community and 
leadership that has seen the Bud-
geree Hall go from an old unused 
building to the dynamic commu-
nity space it is today.” Jean was 
also nominated by Amber Rho-
des, who said she “felt safer know-
ing Jean was just up the road” and 
Carol Craddock who was inspired 
by all the things Jean does.
Mrs Beamish says she has been so 
thrilled by the award and never be-
lieved it would go this far. Last Fri-
day, The Weekly Times treated Jean 
to a lunch in the grounds of Cru-
den Farm, former home of Dame 
Elizabeth Murdoch, with the other 
five winners, members of the Mur-
doch family, executives of News 
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DELWP Committee of Management 
Recognition Program 2019: Russell McGlade

Jean receiving her award from Penny Fowler and 
Katie Paige.
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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 

committee unless acknowledged
 as such. 

No endorsement of products or 
services is implied by the listing of 

advertisers or sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the 

committee takes no responsibility
 for errors.
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Editorial
We are now in December and many are in prepa-
ration of Christmas, a time traditionally seen as a 
time of peace and understanding. 
Unfortunately in our community the division is 
deepened by a commercial company. Each side 
has some passionate members who forget to listen 
and respect the other side, I noticed community 
members abusing another resulting in a ‘Letter to 
the editor’ being withdrawn as the author feared 
for himself and his family. To further add to the 
situation, the removal and destruction of ban-
ners and signs, sometimes disappearing at night is 
showing a disrespect of the view of others.
I believe everyone is standing for the peaceful 
life in our country town to protect what we have, 
however the view of how we get there is different. 
Each side has some evidence supporting their ar-
gument. Everyone has to decide which side of the 

argument they sit on and whether the big corpo-
rations are really trying to create environmentally 
friendly power or weather they are trying to line 
their pockets by lying to us. The question is wheth-
er or not a wind farm of this scale is the right way 
to go in a plantation or it should be built in a more 
suitable place, keeping in mind that once it’s built 
we cannot decide later.
With the approaching festive season I hope that 
we as a community can find a way to listen to each 
other, respect others with a different view and re-
member what we have in common. 
I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy 
New Year and a safe, fire free season.

Sylvia Sauppe,
Editor,
The Boolarra Link.

President’s Report

Boolarra Link AGM 2019
There are many reasons to be proud of our little 
newspaper. Firstly, it continues to grow in adver-
tising interest, in volunteer support and in the 
breadth of stories we cover. But, most importantly, 
The Boolarra Link continues to grow as the pri-
mary means for locals (both living in Boolarra and 
districts and further afield) to learn about what’s 
going on in our neighbourhood, our history, and 
the stories that make us unique.
I again am humbled by the support the newspa-
per gets from our community. Locals want to ex-
press their views in our paper. They see us as the 
means for sharing their stories with others. Many 
are proud to see their stories in print. And these 
stories help us become more connected and closer 
together.

I would like to thank immensely the small team of 
volunteers that makes this paper a reality, quarter 
after quarter and year after year. Sylvia and Alan, 
you work tirelessly to prepare off the paper ready 
for it to be printed, adding captions, doing a final 
proof read, typesetting adjustments and the like. 
Matt, you have worked hard to get our finances 
under control. Paula, your photos help the paper 
come to life. And to Deb, thanks for being part of 
the proof reading crew.
Yours Sincerely,

Luke Potter,
President,
The Boolarra Link.
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look to fit out as a toilet block to be installed over in 
the equestrian area.
Thanks to the great organising work by Jackie McGlade, 
we also had a very productive working bee in late Oc-
tober. With participation from a number of the user 
groups. We will look to have another in the near future.
Nomination words to DELWP
The Memorial Park and the many activities that are 
undertaken there, are a key community asset and the 
improvements that have been undertaken there over 
the past 30+ years reflect very highly on the efforts 
of the local committee of management, and the user 
groups within the reserve. The Park consists of 40 
acres of land and boasts a range of sporting, recreation 
and community facilities which are heavily utilised by 
a variety of user groups and individuals. The coopera-
tive nature in which these facilities are shared, main-
tained and improved by a range of groups is a credit to 
the community.
Russell has been an outstanding contributor, not only 
to this committee, but to the entire community of 
Boolarra. In 2000 he was successfully nominated by 
the community as a torchbearer for the Olympic relay.
He has been a member of the Parks Committee for 
over thirty years, commencing in his early twenties. 
He held the role of secretary for several years, and has 
a very strong feel for the history of the park and the 
relationships between the various user groups.
He is very well liked and respected within the com-
munity and his opinion and his voice of reason always 
carries heavy weight in our discussions.
However perhaps his major contribution has been his 
role in the development and maintenance of infra-
structure within the reserve.
Over his time on the committee he has spent thou-
sands of voluntary hours down at the reserve installing 
fences and waterlines, laying electrical conduits and 
plumbing, fixing drainage lines, clearing fallen trees, 
painting stock yards and oval fences. He is our go-to 
man if anything needs to be installed, either to do it 
himself, or to chase up tradies or suppliers to do it. 
Then if anything goes wrong, he is down there fixing 
it up.
He has also overseen the watering program for the 
oval, which is a very labour intensive process (hope-
fully resolved this summer), and he and Jackie (who 
has also been on the committee nine years) go down 
on a fortnightly basis to clean the toilets and any litter.
We are very lucky as a committee to have ‘Rusty’ and 
he thoroughly deserves the recognition through this 
program.

Colin Brick,
Secretary,
Boolarra Memorial Park.

Shine Award winners 2019.

Boolarra committee 
of management recog-
nised for outstanding 
contribution
Many locals will know that the Boolarra Me-
morial Park is a key community asset for the 
area, managed and maintained by a dedicated 
volunteer Committee of Management.
The Park boasts a range of sporting, recreation 
and community facilities which are well used 
by a range of groups and community members. 
The Department of Environment, Land, Wa-
ter and Planning (DELWP) recently presented 
Certificates of Recognition to the whole com-
mittee in appreciation of their outstanding 
contribution to the local community.
DELWP’s Acting Regional Manager Land and 
Built Environment, Pat Lambert said: “What 
an incredible contribution these dedicated vol-
unteers make to their community.”
Russell McGlade was also recognised individ-
ually for 31 years as a member of the commit-
tee and for his exceptional commitment to the 

entire community of Boolarra.
“Russell has been a respected member of the 
committee since his early 20’s and has a strong 
feel for the history of the park and the relation-
ships between the various user groups,” Mr 
Lambert said. 
“He has made a huge contribution to the de-
velopment and maintenance of infrastructure 
within the reserve, spending thousands of vol-
untary hours installing fences and waterlines, 
laying electrical conduits and plumbing, fixing 
drainage lines, clearing fallen trees, painting 
stock yards and oval fences. 
“We’re all so lucky to have people like ‘Rusty’ in 
our communities and they all thoroughly de-
serve the recognition through this program.”
“We value all our committees of management 
enormously as custodians of local public assets 
like halls and recreation reserves – they put in 
so much time, effort and expertise into making 
sure these facilities are maintained and avail-
able for all to use and enjoy.”

Rachel Dawkins ,
Media and Communications Adviser, 
DEWLP.

Corp, CEO of Harvey 
Norman, Katie Paige, and Chair of The 
Australian and The Weekly Times, Penny 
Fowler. After lunch, Jean was presented 
with her award and a voucher for Harvey 
Norman. The speech by Camilla Smith, 
editor of the Shine magazine, highlighted 
Jean’s humble beginnings living in Eng-
lish Corner, with no electricity, being 
home schooled and working hard with 
her siblings to support the family and 
farm. It was this foundation in the impor-
tance of family and community that Jean has brought forward into everything she does. 
One hundred and eighty amazing women were nominated across Australia in the Shine Awards. 
Eighteen semi-finalists selected. From these, six winners in the categories of Dedication, Grace, 
Belief, Courage, Passion and Spirit were selected. The Shine Awards commenced three years ago 
to put real women who are making a difference in their community, under the spotlight. Count-
less stories of rural women, despite facing the devastation of fire, drought and hardship have 
rolled up their sleeves and turned their attention to helping others. The Weekly Times described 
the stories of these amazing women as heartbreaking, but also hugely inspiring, demonstrating 
the courage, ingenuity, determination and hope intrinsic in rural women. 
Mrs Beamish said she was “So excited to put Budgeree on the map and to be recognised nation-
ally, however it is all those that she works alongside that deserve recognition. “ It takes a whole 
committee to keep things running”. Mrs Beamish went on to say, “I am so touched by all the 
messages and phone calls I have received congratulating me, some I don’t even know. I will col-
lect all the comments (on Facebook) and keep them to look back on, thank you everyone”. 

Leanne Potter.

From Page 1.

DELWP Committee of Management Rec-
ognition Program 2019: Russell McGlade

From the Farm to Fame
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KEN GRAEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo North 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester 
& Service Centre

 »

 » New & Custom Built Systems
 » Malware & Virus Removal

 » Software Sales & Installation
 » Advice & Assistance

 » Upgrades & Configuration
 » System Maintenance

 » Notebooks & Netbooks
 » Parts & Peripherals

 » Printer Consumables

grcs@internode.on.net
PO Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

Ph: 5169 6473 
Mob: 0429 696 473

 Grand Ridge
 Computer Services

One of the great features of our celebration has 
been the opportunity to recognise some of the un-
sung heroes of our town: the volunteers who do so 
much in so many spheres to make our town the 
rich, vibrant community it is.
The Development Group is once again seeking 
nominations from individuals, community groups 
and clubs of people or groups you believe deserve 
recognition for their contribution to our commu-
nity. If you wish to nominate someone then please 

fill out the attached nomination form and drop it 
in at the Post Office.
If you’re free to give a hand on the day, please give 
me a call. It’s a great way to meet people if you’re 
new to the community.

Colin Brick,
Boolarra Community Development Group,
5163 1212,

2019 Australia Day Boolarra Community 
Recognition Award

To celebrate our National Day, and the wonderful 
spirit in our lovely town, the Development Group 
has developed a tradition of having an Australia 
Day Breakfast in the Park which has gone from 
strength to strength.
On Sunday 26 January, from 8.30am until 10am 
in Railway Park, we will be providing egg and 
bacon sandwiches and snags, tea and coffee, and 
some drinks for the kids. We’ll raise the flag, and 
sing the anthem, have some fun activities for all 
the family, and generally have a good time!

Colin Brick,
Boolarra Community Development Group,
5163 1212.

2020 Boolarra Community 
Celebration

Program
   Commence breakfasts  8.30
Commence activities  9.00

•  Sack races, egg and spoon race   
 and other children’s activities,  
 Gumboot throwing

•  Talking to the friends you haven’t  
 seen since … 

•  Australiana trivia   
   
Present certificates   9.45  
Flag raising and    10.00 
National Anthem  

Police Report
It’s just starting to get in to the festive sea-
son so please take care when driving on the 
roads, either to or from a holiday destina-
tion or just to visit family and friends. Re-
member if you are going out to enjoy the 
festivities then please arrange a designated 
driver or call a taxi or take the courtesy bus, 
not only will Police be out during this time 
you don’t want to miss out on being there 
with your family and friends. There is still 
the issue of the car towing mattresses out 
this way and dumping them, so if you see 
the vehicle please call ‘000’, Police Assistance 
Line 131444, or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 
000 - the more information you provide the 
better Police can deal with them. Also there 
have been a number of reports of people go-
ing onto private property and stealing signs 
or stickers, whatever your opinion of this 
wind farm, if you enter or take someone’s 
personal property it is theft and you may 
have to explain yourself to the courts. Eve-
ryone is entitled to their own opinion and 
we should respect everyone’s right to their 
opinion. Just because you disagree with 
them, doesn’t mean you can steal their prop-
erty. Fire restrictions come into effect on 16 
December 2019, so get your property ready 
prior to this date.
Have a safe and Merry Christmas and a 
great New Year.

Cheers,
Matthew Ryan,
Leading Senior Constable,
Boolarra Police Station.
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Letter to Editor

Seeking a Compromise
Declaration: “I am a Boolarra resident of more than 10 years. I will not ben-
efit in any way from this project and I have nothing to do with OSMI.”
Earlier this year a Facebook page was set up to give community members 
an opportunity to discuss the proposed Delburn Wind Farm. Very quickly 
this discussion page turned negative and eventually into a demonisation of 
wind farms, wind turbines and even, at times, renewable energy and climate 
change science. Opinions became more extreme and solidified and recently 
we have seen that anyone who presents information counter to the prevail-
ing attitude often ends up being personally attacked. Fear and negativity 
have spread quickly (sometimes on the back of questionable evidence) and 
now there is an enormous amount of anxiety throughout the community. 
Those who object strongly to the wind farm are scared for their health, their 
property values and the risk of fire. Whilst many of the concerns are entirely 
legitimate and reasonable (and OSMI must adequately address them) not 
all are. But what is clear is that many people are now suffering from height-
ened levels of fear, anger, anxiety and stress that they may be struggling to 
deal with. Friendships have been broken, people have been alienated and the 
town has become divided.
On top of this we had the Boolarra Community Development Group 
(BCDG) deciding that we should have a community survey before OSMI 
have even finalised their proposal. Furthermore the survey did not permit 
residents to remain neutral about the project, to be ‘uncertain’ or require 
more information. Many in the community may support a wind farm but 
NOT as currently proposed. For instance some may want to see setbacks 
increased to 2km unless residents living closer agree with the turbine place-
ment (and if this makes the project unviable then so be it). Others may feel 
the need to be better informed about how Boolarra might benefit from this 
project in terms of new businesses and money invested in to the town. Yet 
the survey provided no opportunity to express neutrality or uncertainty. As a 
result the survey risks further dividing the community into those who voted 
‘Yes’ as opposed to ‘No’. If results go as some expect and the BCDG is forced 
to support the anti-wind farm sentiment, then it will alienate those who sup-
port or somewhat support the project. If it goes the other way or the BCDG 
remains neutral, then those residents who are strongly against will feel that 
the community doesn’t care about them or support them enough. Surely this 
is not the goal of the BCDG, to divide and alienate parts of the community.
This issue is no longer just about a wind farm but rather how this community 
deals with division, whether we can engage in constructive respectful debate 
and whether we can work together to ensure that, if the project does go ahead, 
Boolarra benefits whilst at the same time ensuring that the residents who live 
closest to the wind farm are not unduly effected. This will not satisfy those 
people at the extreme ends of the debate, however it might somewhat satisfy 
the majority of people in the middle. If the wind farm does not go ahead then 
those who strongly object will be content but others in the community will 
be alienated and feel that Boolarra and the Latrobe Valley may have missed 
an opportunity to develop and grow. It is clear that no one outcome is going 
to satisfy everyone however if we don’t work towards a compromise then this 
community will continue to fracture and divide and many of its residents 
will feel alienated whether or not the wind farm is ever built.

Simon McInnes,
Resident.

Queen for a day
Budgeree resident, Leanne Potter, 
recently competed at the Mile-
stone Pageant in the Philippines. 
Leanne was representing Aus-
tralia as Mrs Australia Classic and 
was part of a team of five Austral-
ians who travelled to Manila. 
Leanne said “It was great fun, al-
though extremely challenging, es-
pecially with the humidity which 
made my hair stand on end.” Mrs 
Potter was awarded two sub ti-
tles of Timeless Beauty and So-
cial Media Queen and then won 
the International Pageant title of 
Milestone Mrs Classic Platinum. 
The Platinum title recognised the 
beauty and strength of older women. Leanne said “I was so thrilled to win 
the two sub title and then they announced I’d won Mrs Classic Platinum and I 
thought it was a mistake. It was such a surprise and huge honour.” Mrs Potter 
went on to say, “Although I had prepared well, I really hadn’t expected to win 
anything, I was the oldest competitor in the competition.”
Leanne found the most challenging aspect of the four-day competition was 
having to be ready each morning by 7am in full makeup, high heel shoes and 
appropriately dressed for the day’s activities. The practice, judging and activi-
ties often went until midnight. “I didn’t think my feet were going to make it,” 
Leanne said. “Although my four inch heels are normally really comfortable, 
with the high humidity and heat, my feet slipped around in the shoes and 
gave me blisters on my blisters,” she added. 
One of Leanne’s team mates, Jen Louise from Tamworth, also won her sec-
tion coming home as Miss Milestone International. The team were accom-
panied over to Manila by the Australia Milestone Director Jasmine Farlow 
from Newcastle. “Jasmine was a great support,” said Leanne “she has com-
peted overseas many times and knows exactly what to do and how to play 
the game”. 
Leanne and Jen are currently the only International Pageant title holders in 
Australia for 2019. Leanne says she now gets a rest for a while. “As an interna-
tional title holder I am not allowed to compete for the next 12 months until 
next year’s winner receives my title.”

Leanne Potter.

SAVE THE DATE - 
BOOLARRA FOLK FESTIVAL

29 Febuary 2020

Free and fun in the town centre 
10am - 8pm
Kate Reiske

Leanne Potter - successful in Manila 2019.
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Local Girls Sucessful In Gaining Netball Se-
lection 
Congratulations to local Boolarra girls Aleeah and 
Cora-Lynn Munnich who have been successful in 
gaining selection for the Victorian Team to play 
at the upcoming Australian Indigenous Netball 
Carnival. Along with Traralgon residents, Destiny 
Murphy and Shareese Harrison the girls will travel 
to the Gold Coast in January 2020 to take part in 
the tournament. Whilst this will be a fabulous ex-
perience for the girls it can be a costly exercise to 
participate in such events. The Boolarra and Dis-
trict community have been very generous with 
their support of these talented netballers, hosting 
Friday night raffles at the Boolarra Community 
Hotel to assist with fund raising. A GoFundMe 
page has also been set up to assist with fund-rais-
ing and minimise the expected costs to the girls 
and their families. For those wishing to contribute 
please view the link to the GoFundMe page. And 
good luck girls!
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-girls-get-to-
good-coa-to-play-netball-for-vic
Boolarra Bowls Club 
Recently I had the opportunity to visit the Bool-
arra Bowls Club and have a fabulous ‘parma’ and 
a refreshing beer whilst enjoying some wonder-
ful company. It was great fun to go head to head 
in a bowls game with President Bob, although I 
concede he was a bit too good for me. Next time 
Bob! The Boolarra Bowls Club surely has one of 
the best views and settings of any Club and luckily 
I picked a beautiful evening to attend. The Thurs-
day evening meals have been a great success and 
credit to Jackie and Travis and all the team for 
your hard work and dedication. Good luck for the 
remainder of the bowls season and I very much 

look forward to visiting again soon and enjoying 
a parma and maybe even winning the return bout 
with Bob!

Tom Curtain – Boolarra Community Hotel
I must say it’s very positive news to learn that the 
Boolarra Community Hotel will once again host 
Tom Curtain and his show in the New Year! Tom 
will headline an event in February 2020 at the 
Boolarra Community Hotel as part of his nation-
al, We’re Still Here tour. Moved by the devastating 
floods, fires and droughts that continue to crip-
ple rural Australia, Tom recently teamed-up with 
Garth Porter to write We’re Still Here, a salute to 
rural Australia and the uncanny ability of rural 
communities to pull together, rebuild and move 
forward despite ongoing challenges, natural dis-
asters and isolation. If last year’s event is anything 
to go by, the 2020 show is sure to be a wonderful 
success. I encourage everyone to get behind this 
important event and take the opportunity to hear 
Tom perform and deliver his message of positiv-
ity and resilience. To all the organising committee 
and supporting businesses, a big thank you and 
well done for bringing this show to Boolarra!
Boolarra Folk Festival – Thank You Volun-
teers
I was thrilled to be in Boolarra again in late No-
vember to help with the launch of the new mobile 

stage that will be utilised by performers during 
the Boolarra Folk Festival. Well done to the Folk 
Festival committee and its army of volunteers for 
their foresight in regards to the mobile stage and 
for their ongoing selflessness and dedication in 
ensuring this amazing Festival continues to grow 
in stature and reputation. It truly is incredible the 
volunteer hours that have been invested in one of 
Gippsland’s biggest events - that’s what makes the 
Boolarra Folk Festival so successful! Volunteers 
are the life blood of an organisation whether it be 
to stand for a committee role, to lay the foundation 
for a swing set in a playground or to collect tickets 
at the entry gate. I spent some time looking for 
an appropriate quote and I found this one. “Vol-
unteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. 
You vote in elections maybe once a year, but when 
you volunteer, you vote every day about the kind 
of community you want to live in.” The author is 
unknown and that, is a reflection of what a vol-
unteer does. Achieves quietly and expects nothing 
in return. The community of Boolarra is indeed 
fortunate to have people like this in the town.
End Of Year Message 
I have to say the best part of my job is meeting 
passionate and hardworking community mem-
bers and liaising with organisations and business-
es who are striving to make where they live a bet-
ter place. Boolarra is blessed with an abundance of 
those who willingly give to their community and 
I look forward to continuing in my work with the 
Boolarra and District community in 2020. I wish 
everyone a fabulous Christmas and a safe and 
happy New Year.

Russell Northe MLA,
Member for Morwell.

Russell Northe MLA
Member for Morwell

ar.

President Bob and Russell Northe MLA.

Launch of the new mobile stage.
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Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water and 
Battery Storage. We specialise in pre-
mium quality systems, backed up by 

old-fashioned Customer Service.

LocAL coMpANy - bAsed iN 
TRARALgoN & MiRboo NoRTh
Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add	value	to	your	home
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
call us now for a FRee in-home quotation

phone: 1300 447 765
cherry@gippslandsolar.com.au 

www.gippslandsolar.com.au

Solar Power ✴ Solar Hot Water ✴ Battery Storage

Letter to Editor
Dear Editor,
I am writing to you about my concerns in re-
gards to the proposed Delburn Wind Farm. I 
have numerous concerns regarding this proposal, 
including the bushfire risks, impacts on the envi-
ronment, noise, health and well-being risks and 
devaluation of my property. 
I was unfortunate enough to have been through 
the Canberra bushfires. It was a very traumatic 
event for my family, three of my children to this 
day are still terrified by bushfire. On moving to 
the Latrobe Valley, we then witnessed several ma-
jor bushfires. We are very well aware of the risks 
in the area, and having spoken to bushfire experts, 
understand that the Strzelecki Ranges are one of 
the highest bushfire risk areas in Australia. 
I am in utter disbelief that anyone would even 
consider the Delburn HVP pine plantation as a 
site for any industrial business. We are all too fa-
miliar with the visions of wind turbines malfunc-
tioning and catching fire worldwide. Pine planta-
tions are an immense risk to the community when 
they ignite with catastrophic results. The proposal 
to install the tallest land-based wind turbines in 
the world at 250m high, amongst 2,000+ residents 
within a 5km radius of this site, is unacceptably 
risky to the lives and property of these residents. 
The Wind Farm Commissioner's report states that 
siting for wind turbines should be "On cleared pri-
mary production land" and 2km from residents 
for turbines over 200 metres high. The chosen site 
is in complete contrast to this.
I am concerned about the impact of noise and in-
frasound on my family's health and well-being. I 
have been in communication with residents that 
live within close proximity to wind farms, and 
every one of them has relayed the impact that 
it makes on their daily life. I have visited sever-
al wind farms, including Ararat, Bald Hills and 
Toora, even spending a few nights within a 5km 

radius. I was very much aware of the sound, and it 
roused me from my sleep several times. 
We chose to move to our five acre lifestyle proper-
ty, to embrace a less hectic and quieter life. My son 
has autism, and the serene nature of the area was 
ideal for his development and calmed his anxiety. 
He has flourished in this environment, achieving 
far beyond original prognosis both at home and at 
school. We all embrace the wildlife, and enjoy the 
majestic flight of wedge-tailed eagles as they soar 
above us.
From OSMI's current modelling, we believe all 
35 of the wind turbines will be viewed from our 
property. Our closest turbine will be just over 3km 
from our home, and in an elevated position, ren-
dering them more than 300m above our home. 
From this modelling, we expect to suffer from 
significant sound and vibration, and no doubt 
light flicker at certain times. We fear that, if the 
proposal is allowed to go ahead, our paradise will 
be lost. We fear that if we find it intolerable, and 
in particular our son, and feel we can no longer 
live here, we will suffer significant financial loss, 
if we can even find a buyer. Let's be realistic …
who seriously would choose to live under those 
circumstances?
Throughout the process of “community consul-
tation”, I feel that the developer OSMI have been 
very selective in the information presented to us. 
At OSMI's Community Information Day, I ques-
tioned Peter Marriott about infrasound and relat-
ed health concerns for residents. He stated, "Only 
people who are anti-wind farms suffer health 
issues!" I found this to be unacceptable and dis-
missive of my genuine concerns.
I feel that OSMI treat our community in such a 
way as to make us believe that we have no choice 
but to accept this proposal. That it is "good for us". 
That it is "right" for the country, "right" for the en-
vironment, and our "duty" to provide power for 
Melbourne. With talk of some unsubstantiated 
job creation, financial "benefits" to sporting clubs 

etc., and playing neighbour against neighbour are 
all very tactical ways of dividing the community. 
I am not opposing wind turbines, just the unac-
ceptably inappropriate siting of this proposal.
Gabrielle Armstrong,
Resident. 

Disclaimer:
The views expressed in this article are the views of the 
author and not necessarily of The Boolarra Link committee 
- after checking all facts please make your own opinion.

Ross Hall 
celebrates 92 years.

On 28 November William Ross Hall celebrated 
his ninety second birthday. Ross was born in 1927 
at his Grandmother’s home in South Melbourne. 
At a few days old he came back to his family home 
in Budgeree and has lived here ever since.
Ross worked alongside his two brothers, Bruce 
(Dec) and Alister, on the Hall family farm until 
1989 when the families decided to divide the farm 
up and move from dairying to beef. Ross consid-
ers himself as a retired farmer now although he 
keenly overseas the running of the farm by his 
son, Matthew.
Ross and his wife Daisy, have travelled extensively 
around the United States and Europe but Mr Hall 
claims “The most beautiful site in the world is the 
one out his kitchen window that overlooks the 
Hereford cattle and down the Prosper Valley.”
Mr Hall considers himself a very lucky man who 
has lived a long and mostly happy life. He has four 
children, Russell, Dianne, Matthew and Leanne 
and twelve grandchildren. Mr Hall said, “I have 
to keep myself well as my Granddaughter, Cait-
lin, is getting married in January and I want to be 
there.” Ross wanted a quiet birthday with no cel-
ebrations. “A man my age doesn’t need anything,” 
he said. Ross celebrated the day with Daisy and 
his daughter, Leanne, visiting his sister Gwenda 
(aged 94) for lunch in Sale.

Leanne Potter.

Ross and Daisy relax at Inverloch.
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CARDS 500 and 
CHESS CLUB

On every Monday night 
(including Public Holidays) at the
Boolarra Multi Purpose Building, from 7pm - 9pm. 

Come join a delightful friendly group of players ranging from beginners to the serious 
competitive players.

Please bring a small plate. Tea and coffee will be provided.
Charge of $3 per person to cover cost of hall hire.
So if you like a casual game of chess or cards, please do join us. No obligation to attend every 

week. Just come when you can. 

We do, however, need more chess players as there are only a few at present.

Enquiries: 
0429 923 791.

Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
 

Rob Franssen & Dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

If No Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal

Community Benefits
Jobs : up to 150 during two year construction, 10-
12 during 30 year operation.
Neighbourhood profit sharing for properties 
within 2km of a turbine will support land values 
and bring income into the surrounding commu-
nities
Community Benefit Scheme will deliver $150,000 
per annum for local communities for local pro-
jects 
Share purchase scheme : locals will be given the 
opportunity to invest in the windfarm and share 
in the profits
Rates-in-lieu paid to local councils will replace 
some of the rates paid by closing power stations.
Wind power is much cheaper than coal power so 
Delburn will help to reduce power prices for eve-
ryone.
Health and Wellbeing
Despite the fears of some there is no scientific or 
epidemiological evidence of negative health ef-
fects caused by the presence of wind turbines in 
Australia or worldwide.

The 200 MW produced by Delburn will help to re-
place a significant amount of burning coal and so 
lead to better health for Latrobe Valley residents 
and workers.
Coal dust, and particulates in the flue gasses of 
coal fired power stations (PM2.5 and PM10) are 
now known to have serious health effects. Resi-
dents and workers in the Latrobe Valley have suf-
fered these for 70 years.
global Warming
Zero carbon dioxide electricity generated by Del-
burn will help move Australia and the globe clos-
er to the low CO2 future that will help avoid the 
catastrophe of more than two degrees of Global 
warming.
Transitioning to a zero CO2 renewable electricity 
grid is the easiest and cheapest way of reducing 
our domestic CO2 pollution.
Latrobe valley Just Transition
Latrobe Valley needs alternative industries to re-
place coal burning electricity generators which 
will close over the next 10 or 15 years. Delburn 
provides part of this alternative.
Skills and infrastructure are here that could enable 
it to become a renewable energy hub. 
Delburn will make use of the existing transmission 
lines that will otherwise stand idle as the power 
stations close while renewable energy plants in 
other places struggle to get access to the network 
because of lack of transmission infrastructure. La-
trobe Valley can provide unrestricted access to the 
grid.
Consultation
OSMI is following industry best practice by start-
ing the information and consultation phase of the 
project 12 months before submitting a planning 
proposal.
OSMI are sharing technical information as it be-
comes available from the technical assessments 

that are being done for the planning proposal.
OSMI do not have a final proposal yet and are 
keen to include feedback from the community in 
the final project design wherever possible.
Funding
There are no government subsidies in the business 
case for this wind farm development. 
Forest Fire
Extensive discussions with the CFA suggest the 
fire plans exceed CFA and AFAC bushfire guide-
lines including aerial firefighting.
The turbine towers will have lightning rods to deal 
with lightning safely and prevent fires started by 
dry lightning.
The wind farm will maintain windbreaks, roads 
and water supplies that will assist firefighting.
The presence of wind farm workers will deter ar-
sonists and enable early detection of fire.
Tourism
Sitting astride the Strzelecki Highway the wind 
farm with its giant turbines will be a tourist attrac-
tion with potential to draw tourist dollars to the 
district.
Size
OSMI plan to use the latest available turbines.
They will be some of the largest land based tur-
bines built in Australia.
Large turbines are more efficient and more pro-
ductive.Larger turbines are more spread out and 
so have less visual and audible impact.
Rules
OSMI will plan the wind farm to be compliant 
with all government standards, rules and regula-
tions. The wind farm will comply with all EPA re-
quirements.

Catheryn Thompson.

Disclaimer:
The views expressed in this article are the views of the 
article author and not necessarily of The Boolarra Link 
committee, after checking all facts please make up your own 
opinion.
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Recently twelve members of the Traralgon Spin-
ners joined us for a social get-together. We had a 
very pleasant day sharing our craft and chatting 
about our various projects.
Meryl was very happy to model her ‘work in 

progress’ scarf which she’s knitting from tea bag 
strings. She collects the strings and ties them 
together then knits them up, tea stains and all, 
which gives a sepia effect (see picture below). 
Another of our visitors was using her drum 
carder to blend various fibres and colours to 
make her own interesting blend.
We shared a lovely lunch provided by our group 

and everybody went home with a small gift.
We are looking forward to our Christmas 

breakup lunch which we’ll celebrate at the 
Traralgon Winery.
Photos of some of our completed projects are 

included, you will notice the beautiful ukulele 
hand crafted by Kate at a recent course at U3A 
Mirboo North. 
Lois Thornton, (member). 

We are a technology company 
based in the local area and are 
looking for people that have a keen 
interest in technology, like work-
ing and sharing ideas with others, 
are great communicators and are 
looking for new challenges. 

If this is you, please send your re-
sume to us at info@charlie-mac.com 
and we'll be sure to get back to you 
soon.

WOOL GROUP 
YARNING

H A Z E LW O O D
P R O P E R T Y

M A I N T E N A N C E
 • Small or Large Lawns
 • Gutters/Window Cleaning
 • Pruning/Weed Eradication

Mark & Sandra Maynard

MOBILE: 0412 549 376
PH/FAX: 03 5163 1782

pmhazel@bigpond.com 

Marietta modelling her beautiful 
jumper completed at Wool Group.

One of our visitors busy blending fibres 
on her drum carder. Lois’ loom in the 

foreground.

Ukulele handcrafted by Kate at a recent course 
at U3A Mirboo North.

Lois’ colourful bed socks.

Hand-knitted poppy reef placed at the 
Memorial in Boolarra Park.

Meryl modelling her tea bag scarf.

Some of our visitors and members busy 
working on their various projects.
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What’s Cooking at Boolarra Community Hotel?
Whew! Thanks to more than 70 people who vol-
unteered to help keep the pub running, we can 
now look forward to keeping this important com-
munity asset. The Friends of the Boolarra Com-
munity Hotel group have enthusiastically taken 
on the challenge of making sure the grounds and 
buildings are kept tidy, the inside and outside of 
the pub is sparkling clean, wood is available to 
keep us warm, some extra sponsorship dollars to 
help with keeping our heads above water, as well 
as the pizza and bar volunteers who feed and wa-
ter (?) the patrons. Of course, more volunteers are 
always welcome - it’s a great way to make contact 
with your Boolarra neighbours, and an opportu-
nity to meet visitors to our beautiful town.
Everyone has been saying that the best thing 
the hotel could do is to restart regular meals in 
the dining room. While the Friday and Saturday 
pizzas have been very welcome (thanks to the 
mighty efforts of Rob and crew), a sit-down meal 
with typical country cooking is what most people 
want...
So - meals are returning December 6.
The new chef believes in country quality at coun-
try prices. The atmosphere of the dining room 
will reflect this as a family-friendly place to meet. 
At first, meals will be provided on Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday evenings, and for Sunday lunch. 

Other times can be catered for by arrangement 
with the chef.
It will be just in time, because there are some big 
events coming here over the summer.
The kitchen should be humming along nicely for 
all your pre-Christmas meals. Contact the Hotel 
to ask them to meet your special needs.
The year will finish with a New Year's Eve dinner 
and live music. The popular Melbourne band Back 
to Scratch was a great success in November. They 
loved our pub and the response from the town, 
and will be coming back to rock you again.
A large social motorbike club will be coming 
down from Melbourne for the weekend around 
18 January. Once again there will be live music 
happening and a lot of socialising. We don’t know 
why it is called the Confusion Rally, but we’ll cer-
tainly be asking them. Hosting this event is a great 
coup for Boolarra. This group has been going to 
Licola for the past 30 years, but needed to make a 
change. They’ve scoured Gippsland for a replace-
ment - and Boolarra was their top choice!
Tom Curtain is returning on 8 February with his 
new show We're Still Here, with a theme that re-
flects the resilience of rural communities. He 
thought that Boolarra was the best gig of his tour 
in 2019 so he’s keen to come back. More great rec-
ognition of the special qualities of our community.
And of course, the Boolarra Folk Festival (Satur-
day 29 February) will be on again. Music will be 
on at the Hotel Friday and Saturday evenings, and 
all day Sunday. Hopefully we won’t have bushfire 
problems to contend with this time.
In the meantime, the free camping at the Hotel 
has been very popular. We’ve welcomed people 
from all over Australia, as well as many overseas 
visitors. All the feedback from these travellers has 
been very positive.
But those pesky ukulele players still keep jamming 
on the verandah every Sunday afternoon! Fortu-

nately they’ve finished before the golfers arrive to 
hit off at 5pm.
So – your Community Hotel is alive and well. 
Thanks, Boolarra!

Open Mic night Courtney Jane.

Public Bar
will be open as follows:

Mon 3 – 8pm
Tue & Wed 3 – 9pm

Wed 3 – 9pm Thur 3 – 10pm
Fri 3pm-Late, Sat 12pm-Late

Sun 12pm - 8pm
For Bookings 
Phone  5169 6420

Friday, Saturdau and Sunday 
Dinner 6 - 8pm
Sunday Lunch 12am - 2pm
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BURNING ISSUES
BOOLARRA CFA NEWS

 
It has been a busy time for the Brigade on a num-
ber of fronts since the last Link issue, with a num-
ber of turnouts, interstate deployments, our Open 
Day, the 75th Birthday celebration and prepara-
tion for the upcoming fire season.
Summer is upon us.

Summer is nearly here and while we have had 
some good rainfall over the past month, increased 
temperatures will not take long to dry the fuel out. 
It is past time to prepare for the coming season 
– the outlook is causing concern and, as we have 
seen in New South Wales and East Gippsland, 
fires have the potential to be more challenging. 
Prepare and update your bushfire plan now so that 
you know what you need to do if we do have a fire. 
If your plan is to leave, make a list of what you 
want to take – include pets, important documents, 
medications and other things of value. Have an 
identified safe place to go to – family or friends in 
town, a shopping centre or the cinema and notify 
your neighbours of your plan. If you plan to stay, 
be prepared. Clean up your property and keep it 
clean. Keep grass and vegetation low, get rid of 
bark and leaves on the ground, clear your gutters. 
Check pumps, hoses and fittings and make sure 
you have appropriate protective clothing – long 
sleeved shirts, pants, eye protection and a mask. 
Discussions are underway about the commence-
ment of fire restrictions but at the time of writing, 
no date has been declared as yet. Once fire restric-

tions are declared, there will be a continuation of 
the Zero Tolerance policy in relation to lighting 

a fire without a permit. And remember, on 
a Total Fire Ban Day, NO fire may be lit or 
allowed to continue to burn from midnight 
to midnight. There are significant penalties 
for doing so.
Preparation for the coming season.
The Brigade has been completing training 

drills in preparation for the summer. 
In line with the Chief Officer’s requirements, 
we have all completed the annual burnover 
drills and the Hazardous Tree Awareness, 
as well as wildfire fire-fighting drills such 
as drafting from a static water supply, map 
reading, communications, running grass 
fires and driver training. We have also par-
ticipated in training with a number of our 
neighbouring brigades. We have a well pre-
pared Brigade with skilled members who 
will continue to do their best to help keep 

our community safe.
Interstate deployments
The fire situation in New South Wales over 
the past weeks has been dire and CFA, along 
with other agencies, have been deploying 
crews and equipment interstate to assist, 
much as they have done in the past for Vic-
toria. Boolarra Brigade had three members 
head up to help out. Bec Jessup travelled up 
as part of a Strike Team on the first deploy-
ment, and Garry Healey and Phil Rethus 
were on the third rotation. A number of oth-
er Brigade members were also on standby to 
go if needed. It is great that we are able to 
provide assistance to other communities whilst 
maintaining the coverage we need here. Thank 
you to Bec, Gaz and Phil for their efforts in NSW.
Open Day
We held our annual Brigade Open Day in Octo-
ber and decided we would try holding it on the 
same day as the Community Garage Sale day, as 
we thought many people would be out and about 
in town. Unfortunately, very few people dropped 
in to see us and we think this may be because peo-

ple were focused on the garage sales. If you 
need any information or advice in relation 
to preparation for the fire season, please feel 
free to drop in on a Sunday morning – we 
are usually there from 9am, doing equipment 
and vehicle checks, and radio testing – and 
we are happy to help you out.
75th Birthday
On 11 November 1944, Boolarra Fire Bri-
gade came into existence. To celebrate the 
75th Birthday, Brigade members and their 
families gathered at the station for a BBQ 
dinner. Bryan Russell, D27 Operations Man-

ager also attended and presented a plaque com-
memorating the event. He also presented service 

awards to a number of members: Jason Pickett 
– five years, Steven Blake, Mark Petty, Matt Ryan 
and Luke Wiebenga – 10 years, Ross Kemsley and 
Keith Rand – 15 years, Di Billingsley and Peter 
Morrison – 20 years, and Chris Littlejohn – an 
impressive 40 years. 
Juniors
Our Junior Brigade continue to meet every sec-
ond Monday and, now that daylight saving is in 
place, we are able to get back outside practising 
skills such as pump operations, hose bowling and 
rolling and drafting. We are taking them up to Li-
cola Wilderness Camp for the end of year activity 

where they will take part in a number of adven-
ture activities.

Di Billingsey.

Fire fighting training drill.

Junior Brigade activities.

Preparing for the coming season.

Drafting from a static water supply - training drill.

New Email Address 
of The Boolarra 

Link
General information:
info@boolarralink.org.au

Article Submission:
editor@boolarralink.org.au

Finances and Advertising:
treasurer@boolarralink.org.au
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The Budgeree Hall has been a hive of activity 
over the past few months with the hall being in 
use most weekends. We have had two beautiful 
weddings and been the focus of Bushfire Recov-
ery activities.
The communities of Budgeree, Yinnar South 
and Jumbuk have been treated to a number of 
community building fun events sponsored by 
the Community Recovery Committee and La-
trobe City Council. These have included a Zum-
ba morning, with 27 fit and not so fit women 
coming along to dance and jig the morning away 
followed by a wonderful egg and bacon break-
fast supplied by Café 3869 in Yinnar and coffee 
from the Love Gippsland coffee van. Two days 
of Yoga, facilitated by Boolarra resident Kristy 
Mills. The two days were both filled with 16 peo-
ple enjoying relaxation and restorative activities. 
The making of cocodarma’s was also a highlight. 
Catering once again in abundance from Café 
3869.

The Mind Your Mates lunch held at Yinnar Com-
munity Hotel and facilitated by Lifeline Gipps-
land was a huge success with seventy-one locals, 
many from Budgeree, coming along to enjoy a 
lunch, win raffle prizes, chat, laugh and learn the 
vital skills of knowing what to do if someone you 
know is struggling.
With the recent bushfires in our mind the Bud-
geree Hall Reserve Committee has been focused 
on ways to protect the hall building from future 
bushfire events. Budgeree is a high wildfire area. 
With all the recent renovations the Hall is a vi-
brant modern public space and we would hate to 
lose all our hard work. The committee was one 
of the successful applicants in the Mirboo North 
Community Bank grants for funds to replace the 
lower rotten weatherboards around the bottom 
of the building with cement sheeting to reduce 
the chance of embers gathering and setting the 
building on fire. The grant also included funds 
to replace the veranda at the rear of the build-
ing, outside the kitchen, to stop the leaves and 
embers blowing in.
The committee was also successful in acquir-
ing a grant from the Mirboo North Communi-
ty Foundation to place a dedicated 18,000 litre 
metal tank for building protection on site. The 
tank be fitted with only a CFA fitting for asset 

protection. We would like to thank both the 
Mirboo North Community Bank and the Mir-
boo North Community Foundation for their 
wonderful support.
Over the summer months we have a number of 

events and activities coming up with five wed-
dings booked and of course the annual Budgeree 
Christmas Tree on December 6. To see what’s 
happening follow us on the Budgeree Hall Fa-
cebook page.
If you would like to visit the Hall to see how we 
can host your next event, please contact our sec-
retary on 0429 111 192.

Leanne Potter.

Yinnar Fuel
 & Farm Supplies

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RANGE – GREAT SERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

+

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240
52 Main Street, Yinnar Vic 3869

Budgeree Hall chosen as venue for weddings.

Beautiful interior setting for a wedding.

Cocodarmas a highlight of Yoga.

Twenty seven take part in Zumba class.
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Reasons for having a wind farm in Delburn
We often hear “I’m all for renewable energy, but 
why here?” Here is a brief summary of why Del-
burn has been chosen for this wind farm proposal.
The difference between limiting global warming 
to 1.5 degrees as opposed to two degrees is expo-
nential. It’s the difference between saving the coral 
reefs, potentially many livelihoods, and even lives. 
2020-2030 is the critical decade. If we have any 
chance of achieving 1.5 degrees, action needs to 
increase five-fold.
The energy sector is Australia’s single biggest 
greenhouse gas emitter.
The Victorian government supports action on cli-
mate change and has set targets of Net Zero Car-
bon by 2050 and 50 per cent renewable energy by 
2030. In 2018, renewables provided around 21 per 
cent of all energy generation in Australia, and 20 

per cent of energy generated in Victoria.
A key aspect to making renewable energy a reli-
able and viable source of energy into the future 
is diversity in energy source. If we rely on solar 
alone, there will be no generation at night. Energy 
storage is also an important factor, and techno-
logical advances in energy storage are happening 
all the time. Wind energy is currently the second 
largest source of renewable energy in Australia. 

There are currently 25 operational wind farms in 
Victoria, seven under construction, and an addi-
tional 12 approved. The majority of these are in 
the west of the state, meaning they are subject to 
similar weather patterns and wind regimes. Cen-
tral Gippsland has different weather patterns to 
the west of the state and the coast. The Gippsland 
region has challenges with accessing viable wind 
regimes on land over enough scale while also be-
ing far enough away from people’s homes. The 
wind regime in Delburn is viable, and is different 
to other wind farms. The more diversity, the more 
efficiency in improving renewable energy’s share 
in the grid. Due to the proximity to the grid, no 
new transmission lines are required. Transmission 
lines can have a big impact on local communities 

and ecology. Grid constraints are one of the 
major issues with renewables. There is good 
grid capacity in the Valley due to the closure 
of Hazelwood, and people with skills and 
experience in the electrical industry. 
Locating them in the middle of nowhere is 
not feasible due to losses in energy over dis-
tance. Electricity ideally needs to be gener-
ated as close to the load centres as possible, 
and where existing transmission infrastruc-
ture exists. 
The requirements to build roads to trans-
port the components on to site can po-
tentially be very disruptive to locals. The 
Delburn site has existing over-dimensional 

road access to site and an existing road network 
on private property, which will require minimal 
upgrading, therefore minimising cost and disrup-
tion to local communities.
While there is good habitat adjacent to the site, the 
majority of the Delburn site is highly disturbed, 
meaning that the existing ecological values are 
low compared to surrounding areas.
Obviously, there is an existing high risk of fire in 
this region. OSMI is working with HVP to ensure 
the wind farm would have a net-positive benefit to 
the mitigation of fire risk. 
There are many other technical reasons why the 
Delburn site is an appropriate site for a wind farm, 
but these are the most relevant ones. 
Planning Update
Most of the technical reports have been uploaded 
on to the OSMI website, with more coming soon. 
The next iteration of the design will be completed 
in the new year. OSMI will allow some time for 
the community to digest the information on the 
reports and the design changes, and then hold an-
other series of open days in February/March. Due 
to the delaying finalising some of the reports, the 
timeline for submitting the planning permit has 
also been pushed back, it is now looking likely for 
May 2020 at the earliest.

Ruth Harper,
Community Engagement Officer,
OSMI Australia.

Disclaimer:
The views expressed in this article are the views of the 
article author and not necessarily of The Boolarra Link 
committee, after checking all facts please make up your own 
opinion.

Knitting Kits Australia

For your convenience selected kits are 
now available at Boolarra General Store 

and Boolarra Emporium.

Kits feature natural fibre yarns, pattern and any 
accessories needed to complete your project. 

Needles available separately.

Knitting Yarns by Mail
114 Fox & Fanckes Rd Boolarra South

Open by appointment only
Phone Alison : 0408 992 927

Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au
Orders delivered free to Boolarra Street addresses
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National Wind Farm 
Commissioner visits 
Boolarra
Organised by a Yinnar South resident, the Na-
tional Wind Farm Commissioner, Andrew Dyer, 
visited Boolarra on Monday 18 November. Rep-
resentatives from several community groups 
were asked to attend. Represented were: Boolarra 
Community Development Group, Yinnar & Dis-
trict Community Association, Narracan Advisory 
Group, Delburn Landcare, Mirboo North & Dis-
trict Community Foundation, Strzelecki Sustain-
able Futures (representing 12 members), Mirboo 
North Community Energy Hub and the Strzelecki 
Community Alliance (representing 350 house-
holds). Both Ruth Harper and Peter Marriott from 

OSMI were there, as well as the Wind Farm Com-
missioner, Andrew Dyer and Leigh Barker the Ex-
ecutive Officer of the Wind Farm Commissioner’s 
Office.
The Wind Farm Commissioner was greeted by a 
group of approximately 70 members of the Str-
zelecki Community Alliance who were staging a 
silent protest outside the hall.
The meeting was mostly a chance to ask questions 
of Andrew Dyer and have discussion about topics 
relating to the Delburn Wind Farm proposal, leg-
islation and processes.
The increased risk of fire and added complications 
to aerial firefighting were discussed at length. 
These are major concerns for residents of this 
area who have experienced first hand the speed at 
which fire takes hold in plantations and the utter 
destruction it leaves in its wake.
The management of the plantation by HVP (or to 

be more succinct, the lack thereof) was also tabled 
with several neighbouring residents concerned 
about the increasing fuel load from old timber 
pushed into massive piles as well as the lack of 
response of HVP in keeping major access tracks 
clear of fallen trees.
With the upcoming summer predicted to be an-
other catastrophic one for bushfires, added to the 
fact that many around the plantation had to rely 
on water bombing aircraft during the last fires, the 
risk of another fire in the plantation is forefront in 
people’s minds. There is a lack of belief that add-
ing turbines in the plantation will instigate better 
management practices at HVP nor that it will re-
duce the risk of bushfire.
We also discussed the recommendations that the 
Wind Farm Commissioner has made to the indus-
try and Government in his latest annual report: 
in this report he recognises that “Neighbours can 
be impacted by the development, construction 
and operation phases of a wind farm. Impacts can 
include visual amenity, noise, shadow flicker and 
economic loss.”
To mitigate some of these impacts he recommends 
that turbines higher than 200 meters should have 
greater setback (2km+) from residences. He also 
states that a noise limit of 35dB(A) measured 
outside the home would seem more appropriate 
(than the legislated 40dB(A)). OSMI’s sound ex-

perts Marshall Day predict that in the cur-
rent proposed layout about 50 residences 
will experience sound levels between 35 and 
40 dB(A).
The Wind Farm Commissioner put it to 
OSMI that as the proponent they can decide 
to follow his recommendation of 35dB(A) 
to reduce noise pollution for neighbouring 
properties. OSMI stated that this model is a 
‘worst case scenario’ and that they aim to get 
it down to 35dB(A).
The Commissioner also elaborated on his 
recommendation for a setback distance of 

5kms from a township. He said this recommen-
dation was made to allow for townships to grow 
(closer to the wind farm) as well as to protect vis-
ual amenity of townships.
His recommendations are not legislation and un-
der current legislation, residents have little protec-
tion against any of the above impacts.
The Strzelecki Community Alliance members 
stated that they are not anti-renewables and fully 
support the Wind Farm Commissioners’ recom-
mendations. They would like to see them become 
legislated as the state of Victoria has the least 
stringent criteria in Australia.
Surprisingly, the ‘Pro’ contingent did not seem to 
have heard of, or read the Wind Farm Commis-
sioners report. If you are interested, please have a 
read. It can be found here: https://www.nwfc.gov.
au/publications/2018-annual-report

Anne Marie Dieperink and Rosemary Parker,
Strzelecki Community Alliance.

Disclaimer:
The views expressed in this article are the views of the 
article author and not necessarily of The Boolarra Link 
committee, after checking all facts please make up your own 
opinion.

 A group of approximately 70 members of the Strzelecki 
Community Alliance stage a silent protest outside the Hall.

National Wind Farm Commissioner visit to Yinnar.

vvv

Boolarra Store
9-11 Tarwin Street Boolarra

Eat in or take away Catering available
*Light meals *Coffee *Cakes *Fresh sandwiches & rolls 

*Fish & Chips *Burgers *Bakery pies, pasties, sausage rolls *Roast beef & gravy rolls
*Fresh bakery bread *Milk *Papers *Grocery items *Smokes *Gifts *Ice *Gas Bottles

Café open for breakfast, lunch, dinner
Roast lunch & dinner on Sunday’s eat in or take away

Hours: Mon-Fri open 6.00am. Weekends and holidays open 8.00am Phone 5169 6452 
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National Wind Farm 
Commissioner visits 
Boolarra
Representatives of interest groups from the dis-
trict met with the National Wind Farm Commis-
sioner, Andrew Dyer on Monday 18 November. 
OSMI’s Peter Marriot and Community Engage-
ment Officer, Ruth Harper, were also present (but 
only participated to clarify their process).
There were 14 at the round table meeting and 
the groups represented included the BCDG, the 
Yinnar and District Community Association, 
Strzelecki Sustainable Futures, the Gippsland 
Climate Change Network, Delburn Landcare, 
Strzelecki Community Alliance, and the Mirboo 
North Community Energy project.
The Wind Farm Commissioner explained that one 
of his roles is to facilitate the referral and resolu-
tion of complaints received from concerned resi-
dents about proposed or operating wind farms. 
He referred us to his annual report that shows that 
the majority of complaints are in the proposed pe-
riod and there are few complaints once the wind 
farms are established, “As at 31 December 2018, 
a total of 18 complaint matters remained open” 
(National Wind Farm Commissioner - Annual 
Report 2018).
The Commissioner’s other roles are to provide 

greater transparency on information, and to iden-
tify and promote best practices relating to the 
planning, development and compliance. There are 
no formal powers associated with the Commis-
sioner’s role. The Commissioner is independent 
and currently reports directly to the Minister for 
Energy. 
The meeting was very worthwhile as people were 
able to raise their concerns in a respectful manner. 
A number of concerns were raised and the Wind 
Farm Commissioner responded to these carefully. 
Some of the take-home messages from this meet-
ing were:
HvP as Host - The Commissioner suggested that 
concerns with the fire management of the HVP 
plantation exist now, and have for a while, and 
should be taken up with HVP.
Fire Fighting – The Wind Commissioner ex-
plained that Aerial fire fighting would be effective 
with wind turbines present, i.e. wind turbines will 
not inhibit aerial fire fighting. He referred people 
to the APAC document (Australasian Fire and 
Emergency Services Authorities Council position 
paper on wind farms and emergency manage-
ment, 2018). There was some discussion of the 
adequacy of the cleared area around each turbine 
and the proposed pruning of trees nearest the base 
of the turbine.
Sound - The Commissioner said that the standard 
of 35DB outside the home is the lowest limit in the 
world. OSMI said that their noise model is done 
with the noisiest turbine on the market at the mo-
ment, i.e. the worst-case scenario but that they are 
likely to choose a much quieter model. This is best 
practice.
Monitoring and Peer Review of Sound Measure-
ments - The Commissioner outlined best practice 
which is to have different independent organisa-
tions do the pre- and post- noise testing and that 
each be audited by a different independent audi-
tor. He agreed that the EPA should do independ-

ent monitoring. OSMI indicated that this is the 
process they will use. They will also cooperate 
with the community re: background testing and is 
strongly abiding by the legal requirements.
Shadow Flicker – The Commissioner noted that 
the 30 hours per annum standard has unneces-
sarily spooked people, because at 1km distance 
under normal conditions, shadow flicker is closer 
to five hours per annum. He minimised concerns 
regarding shadow flicker at 1.5 km.
Land Prices - in a discussion of wind farm effects 
on land prices it was argued that most research 
has been done on rural land and that this does not 
apply to many of the lifestyle properties around 
the wind farm. There were differences of view ex-
pressed about the price of visual amenity and at 
least one attendee suggested that a view that in-
cludes many of the proposed wind turbines will 
cause her to leave the district and that she would 
not have purchased here if she had known of the 
Delburn proposal. It was pointed out that there 
are a lot of factors influencing land prices and pre-
dictions are speculative.
There was some discussion of health effects and 
concern for the health of children but the com-
missioner minimised these concerns. He also dis-
missed concerns regarding ground vibrations.

Catheryn Thompson,
Strzelecki Sustainable Futures.

Disclaimer:
The views expressed in this article are the views of the 
article author and not necessarily of The Boolarra Link 
committee, after checking all facts please make up your own 
opinion.
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Swing
Several years ago our students had a vision. They 
noticed that one of our students wasn’t able to ac-
cess our play equipment and they wanted to reme-
dy this situation. They fundraised and grants were 
found. In all approximately $17,000 was raised. 
As is the case in any good story, this wasn’t the 
end. The School realised that there were special 
conditions in having swings and we needed to 
seek permission from the Education Department. 
We were given approval and as such were able to 
place our order. At the beginning of this month 
our swing was erected and the rubber matting is 
about to be installed. By the end of the month our 
swing should be useable. We are very excited to 
have this, we are now one of the limited number 
of schools to have a swing. 
Super Kids – School Production
This Term, our students performed Super Kids. 
We firmly believe that performing arts provides 
our students with opportunities to collaborate 
and be reflective. It provides opportunities for 
our children to develop responsibility by learn-
ing lines, songs and preparing costumes. Stu-
dents also develop communication skills as they 
learn both verbal and non-verbal methods to 
deliver their message. Students need to step out 
of their comfort zone and become confident in 
being someone else. We couldn’t be prouder of 
our students as their acting skills and commit-
ments were outstanding.
Here’s what some our stars thought:
Carly (Nigel Matinee Performance) – “It was a 
really amazing experience. Having a main part in 
a play was something I had never done, but always 
wanted to. It was really challenging learning new 
lines and I got to know and work with people I 
would not normally hang out with. I got to know 
people better and developed some new friend-
ships.”
Isabella (Nigel evening performance) – “I really 
enjoyed the experience. I liked hanging out with 
my friend and having a main part. When the show 
was finished, I felt extremely proud of myself. I 
have had a main role to perform before, however 
this time I felt I performed much better. I really 
enjoyed collaborating with my schoolmates and 
performing in front of my parents.”

Angus (Bull) – “It 
was a fabulous ex-
perience and I had 
lots of fun. Being 
in a play is a lot 
more work than it 
would seem. It was a 
nerve-wracking ex-
perience. When we 
performed, I pre-
tended the audience 
was not there and it 
was just a rehears-

al. This made me think that if I did something 
wrong it would not matter and took the edge off 
my nerves. I am proud of myself because I got to 
play a big part in Super Kids.”
Breanna – “It was really cool working with two 
Nigel’s. After the matinee performance, I thought 
I had some things I could improve on. I reflected 
on what I did and made improvements for the 
evening performance. This was my first time of 
being on the stage a lot. I was in every scene. 
It gave me a lot of nerves thinking about what 
could happen next and what teachers would 
do. I was excited everything went so well. It was 
amazing working with my classmates. Having 
my turn on the microphone made me beam with 
pride.”
Shoebox of Love - Connecting with the 

Community
Students in Ms Smith’s maths group undertook a 
project in their Money unit where they designed 
a Shoebox of Love to send to a child in an under-
developed country as part of Samaritan’s Purse 
Operation Christmas Child project. The Shoebox 
had to include an item from the following six cat-
egories; clothing, school supplies, a toy, personal 
hygiene, something to love and something special. 
Students had to research these items online, re-
cord and add the prices and find the change from 
$50. Once finished, students voted on their fa-
vourite Shoeboxes. Our joint winners, Laura and 
Asha then got to order their items and make their 
Shoebox a reality! In their shoebox was a neck-
lace, a dress, a teddy, a toothbrush, pencil case and 
squeegee caterpillar.

Facilities
We are excited that we will be making a few im-
provements to our furniture and facilities as we 
thought we needed a bit more colour to brighten 
things up. We are replacing forty of our table tops 
with bright modern table tops. Our students chose 
the colours and they elected our colours represent 
each of our School Houses. They are very excited 
for some new ottomans we have ordered, six in 
each of our Years 3/4 and 5/6 classrooms.
Flags Of Resilience
Our students have worked on a project based on 

the theme, ‘Flags of Resilience’. Each student made 
their own flag, which was used to make one of four 
school large flag collages.
The project was organised by Maya Fraser, created 
as a response to the recent bush fires earlier this 
year. This provided an opportunity for the local 
communities (Yinnar and Boolarra P.S.) to come 
together and celebrate resilience in the face of the 
devastation that bushfires and other natural disas-
ters can bring.
The exhibition of flags was held on 26-27 Octo-
ber in the Boolarra Community Memorial Hall. 
This project was supported by the Boolarra Com-
munity Development Group and the Latrobe City 
Council. As acknowledgement of the great work 
our students received a mixture of sandpit toys.
Caring for Our Environment
New Initiatives:
•	 The establishment of our student action team 

to ensure all rubbish is sorted and correctly 
disposed of.

•	 The up and coming creation of our own Frog 
Bog.

•	 Planting of fruit trees.

Susan Duncan,
Principal,
Boolarra Primary School.

Flags of resilience BPS.

Cooper’s swing - $17,00 was raised.

Sand Pit Toys.
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As our last couple of Mill Site working bees have been wash outs there is not 
much to report. The rain and wind has caused us many closed tracks with fallen 
trees a big problem. Tony and John have been kept busy clearing them. Two trees 
fell and damaged the other bridge but fortunately not too hard a job to repair. 

The entry to the Boiler was clipped by another tree and also has a damaged roof. The good 
news is that we have builders willing and able to mend the big bridge and when it is safe to 
work in the bush, after the fire season, we can get Two Mick’s Track back in order. Branch 

litter is everywhere too so plenty to keep us busy. 
We have some new members who are busy plant-
ing trees and clearing weeds on their properties and we have 
been able to supply some tree guards to help protect the plants 
from Wallabies. Alison was able to distribute some Wombat 
Mange kits to members to help control mange where wombat 
burrows can be accessed. It is sad to see Wombats in poor 
condition and suffering from this. It is time to control black-
berries again as all the rain has made them grow vigorously 
and we will need to be on the lookout for thistles and rag-
wort. The grass is long at the Mill Site too but needs to be dry 
to mow, this week we hope. Our Christmas break up is on 12 
December but that really does not mean that work will cease 
as we should get another working bee in before Christmas. 
We wish you all a safe and happy Christmas.

Denise Schiller.

Boolarra South Landcare Group

Cleaning up the debris, Tony, Alison 
and Malcolm. 

Trees down near the bridge. 

www.hazelwoodhealthcentre.com.au
9a Georgina Place Churchill 3842 
P: 5122 2555 (24 hours)

Bulk Billing ALL Medicare Card Holders

Open Monday to Saturday
Evening Clinic Wednesday

Book online or download our MAACG App

Caring 
Family 

Medicine

7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra Vic 3870 
Ph: 03 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523 

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE

Open: Monday to Friday, 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturdays, 9.00am to 11.00am 

except long weekends we will be closed.
Supplying all Australia Post Products - 

including Express, International
and Registered mail, Stamps, Packaging etc. Photocopying & Fax Service. 

Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals 
are also available. We also have some Gift Cards. 

Banking services are available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can 
help you do a Western Union Money Transfer. 

Travel Money/Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa Cards available 
here as well as the Travel Visa cards. 

We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.
We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, 

 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you 
are entitled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery. 

You may set up an email notification with us when mail is awaiting collection (Mail2Day).

Mary & Shannon & Team

Moderate flood Morwell River at Fox’s Hole. 

More improvements Apex Park. 
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Our ap-
p l i c a t i o n 
for a grant 
through the 
Department 
of Health 
and Human 
Services to 
install solar 

panels on the roof of the Shed has been suc-
cessful. The relevant state department will be in 
touch to walk us through bringing this project to 
finality, hopefully, in the new year.
As mentioned in the last two editions of the Link 
we have been approached by a number of ladies 
in our community asking if we could run cours-
es on such topics as the correct use of hand tools, 
welding etc. and even projects to make items for 
their house or for their yard. So far no approach-
es. So here we go again, in an effort to gauge the 
demand for such courses it is suggested that any 
interested individuals (male or female) give the 
writer a call on 5169 6286 to discuss their area/s 
of interest.
We have made two x one metre high petrol 
bowsers and a small garden fence for the Bool-
arra Play Group. We have also written to the La-
trobe Shire about maintenance of the benches 
and seating in Railway Park as well as the cubby 
house and other items in the Park. Recently we 
installed a garage rear entry new solid core door 
with a cat flap for a lady in town.
As reported previously members of the Shed 
have engaged in the restoration of household 
furniture, which has been very well received by 
happy customers. If you have any items that you 
would like to have restored please visit us and 

discuss what we can do for you. Our prices are 
reasonable and competitive.
Our hard wood, timber slatted park benches 
with cast iron ends are continuing to sell like 
hot cakes so if you are in the market get in 
quick before 
you miss 
out. We do 
have some 
in stock and 
they are an 
absolute bar-
gain at only 
$200 each. 
Also avail-
able are cus-
tom made 
coffins for 
humans, cats 
and dogs. 
We also have 
rough sawn 
pine slabs 
$60.00 each 
and 200mm x 75mm pine sleepers $20.00 each 
for sale at the Shed.
Monthly BBQs/luncheons at the Shed are con-
tinuing to be very well attended, so if you would 
like to come along and meet us, they are held on 
the last Monday each month at around 12 noon.
To the males in the Boolarra and district com-
munity who have not experienced the camara-

derie of the Boolarra Men’s Shed, why 
don’t you come along on any Monday 
or Wednesday from 10am to 4pm 
and have a chat and a cuppa or a soft 
drink. You might be pleasantly sur-
prised what the Shed and its members 

hold in store for you.
On Saturday 7 December 2019 we had our 
Christmas break up dinner at the Yinnar Ho-
tel. What a pity this couldn’t be arranged at 
our own pub.
One day the first grade teacher was read-

ing the story of Chicken Little to her class. She 
came to the part of the story where Chicken Lit-
tle tried to warn the farmer. She read, ‘.... and so 
Chicken Little
went up to the farmer and said, ‘The sky is fall-
ing, the sky is falling!’
The teacher paused then asked the class, ‘And 
what do you think that farmer said?’

One little girl raised her 
hand and said, ‘I think he 
said:
‘Holy Hell! A talking chick-
en!’’
The teacher was unable to 
teach for the next 10 min-
utes.
We at the Boolarra Men’s 
Shed wish you all a merry 
Christmas and a happy, 
prosperous and safe New 
Year.

Michael L Watt,
Vice President.

BOOLARRA MEN’S SHED 

Active In Our Community

Fence.

Petrol bowsers for Play Group.

Play Group fence.

Rustic charm.
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AGM and 
Grants night
30 October 2019
Another exciting financial year has passed for our 
Community Bank with in excess of $85,000 contrib-
uted back to the community in grants, donations and 
sponsorship. At a well organised event on the 30 Oc-
tober, the Mirboo North & District Community Bank 
held its combined AGM and Grants night.
This year Warren Warner has taken on the role as 
Chair of Strzelecki Ranges Community Enterprises 
Limited (the company holding the Bendigo Bank fran-
chise and trading as Mirboo North & District Com-
munity Bank), after the resignation of former Chair, 
Kerry Peachey. Warren’s drive and passion will assure 
the continued excellent progress of the company. 
Importantly, Warren pointed out, “The Strzelecki 
Ranges Company employs the Community Bank staff 
and manages the franchise. This involves the Board 
managing the annual budget, human resources, the 
property, marketing and advertising, business and 
development, and overall governance. I always stress 
that it’s the bank manager and staff who deal exclu-
sively with customers; the Board has no knowledge of 
individual customers’ banking. We directors are only 
aware of the aggregate amount that customers’ busi-
ness generates”.
Warren confirmed a fully franked dividend of 5 cents 
which is 5 per cent on shareholders’ investment and 

thanked shareholders 
for their trust and sup-
port. He also mentioned 
that thanks to the loyal 
customers, staff and 
Board it has been possi-
ble for $1,036,190 to be 
contributed back to the 
community in the form 
of grants, sponsorships and donations since the Com-
munity Bank’s inception. 
The AGM saw the election of new Director, Kerry Ives, 
to the Board. Kerry will be an excellent addition to the 
business with a long list of experience in both the pub-
lic and private sector. Marg Lynn was farewelled from 
the Board; her expertise in many areas over the years 
has seen consistent growth of the business. Marg will 
become Ambassador for the Community Bank and in 
this capacity her knowledge and expertise can still be 
drawn upon. She will make a fine representative of the 
company.
Branch Manager, Alan Bannister, highlighted the ex-
cellent progress the Community Bank has made since 
opening in 2010 with substantial growth and a good 
gain in customer numbers. Alan thanked the staff who 
continue to provide friendly, professional service and 
are branch’s biggest asset. After thanking Directors, 
shareholders and the community, Alan encouraged all 
to recommend the Community Bank to the businesses 
and groups they are involved with to ensure that new 
customers continue to be gained.
After the official AGM business concluded, Jan Head, 
Chair of the Grants Committee, began the exciting 

presentation of the grants with Directors and staff 
handing out nine grants to the lucky community 
groups. Grants were awarded to community groups in 
the districts of Mirboo North, Boolarra and Yinnar.
 It was truly inspiring to hear about the projects the 
grant recipients had selected. One such project was 
replacing lower weather boards on the Budgeree Hall 
with cement sheeting and building a small verandah, 
to fire proof the building. The Hall is situated in a wild-
fire area and narrowly missed being razed in the March 
2019 fires. Another was ARC Yinnar, a unique centre 
for creativity and contemporary arts, receiving a grant 
to remove asbestos enabling the commencement of a 
much needed re-development of the building. Here in 
Mirboo North our beloved Op Shop’s grant assisted 
the purchase of retail premises to provide improved 
fund raising opportunities to the many community 
groups who use the Op Shop.
 In total, in excess of $40,000 was awarded for a range 
of fantastic community projects.

Mirboo North & District 
Community Bank® 
Branch

New Scholarship Program 
to benefit local youth
Four students from our local district will benefit from 
a new scholarship program, which will supplement 
their study costs in their first and second year of uni-
versity. 
Warren Warner, chair of the Mirboo North & District 

Community Bank Branch, said the bank’s Scholarship 
Program, which opens in December, was launched be-
cause the Branch believed that students from country 
areas deserve every opportunity to pursue university 
studies. 
“An investment in education yields great long-term 
dividends and by helping young people gain access 
to tertiary education, the returns to the student, their 
families and the local community are significant.
The Community Bank Branch Scholarship Program is 

a transformative undertaking that changes the lives of 
local students, strengthens communities for the long 
term and is a tangible example of the good that bank-
ing with us can achieve. 
Our young people are our future and we believe they 
deserve the best support possible to help forge their 
careers and achieve their dreams.”
Successful Mirboo North & District Community Bank 
Scholarship applicants will receive $3000 funding for 
the first year. A further $3000 will be received in the 

second-year, dependent on successful completion 
of the first year of their chosen study. 
Applications are invited from eligible students, 
starting their university studies in 2020, from 2 
December 2019. Applications close on 28 January 
2020 and will be assessed in early February 2020.
For further information please contact Mirboo 
North & District Community Bank Branch on 
5668 1231 or follow us on Facebook for further 
information on when and how to apply.

AGM and Grants night for the Community Bank.
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The group has been able to enjoy visiting a num-
ber of gardens during spring and fortunately the 
weather was kind. We have not had to venture 
far to see some diverse and beautiful gardens. A 
visit to Koornalla enabled us to wander in two 
very large gardens on either side of the Traralgon 
Creek. Beautiful mature trees really were the fea-
tures and there was a spectacular bluebells walk 
just coming in to flower. Both gardens were steep 
in parts but had lots of different features and plants 
to enjoy. Two visits to Jeeralang Junction showed 
another two gardens at their best. In a valley of 
bush there was a wonderful native garden and 
an expert plantsman to share his knowledge and 
vision with us. He propagated plants from seeds 
and cuttings on a large scale and had many rare 
or unusual plants for us to admire. His propagat-
ing tables, green house and watering systems were 
worth seeing too. The other garden belonged to a 
Club member and we had visited before. She had 
changed her garden considerably and mass plant-
ings of succulents are now the main theme. This 
was to reduce water use and maintenance and cer-
tainly looks great. The garden has stone terraces, 
lovely steps and plenty of paths to explore, espe-
cially around the lake and across a gorgeous red 
bridge. Marg’s garden in Churchill was an acre 
with cottage beds, trees, shrubs, fruit trees and 
vegetables all growing well. Then in Boolarra we 
had a wander in Marg’s garden and after admiring 

all the roses, clematis and variety too numerous to 
mention we enjoyed our lunch and a chat. All the 
rain has certainly made the gardens flourish and 
given us all plenty of weeding and mowing to do. 
Our Christmas lunch will take place in December 
so our visits are over for 2019. Thanks Jill and a 
special thanks to Marg for all the organising of vis-
its, we loved them all.

Denise Schiller.

Discussing the garden in Koornalla.

BOOLARRA GARDEN CLUB

 Over the garden fence in Churchill are Spencer, 
Colin, Kerry and Marietta.

Yoke's garden.

Why recycle batteries?
As Christmas is approch-
ing and many households 
will have new gadgets 
with batteries. 
Batteries are a risk to hu-
man health and the en-
vironment if disposed of 
inappropriately. They also 

contain valuable metals such as cadmium, zinc, 
manganese, cobalt and rare earth metals that 
may be recovered through recycling. 
Recycle your batteries to:
•	 reduce	landfill
•	 reduce	the	use	of	finite	natural	resources	
in the production of new batteries
•	 remove	 toxic	 and	 hazardous	 substances	
from landfill (particularly lead, cadmium and 
mercury that may contaminate soil and ground-
water)
•	 minimise	the	risk	of	explosions	or	fires	as	
a result of inappropriately stored or disposed of 
lithium metal batteries.
How to recycle batteries
With not much effort used batteries can be col-
lected and dropped of at collection points in 

the Latrobe City at no cost, with more envi-
romently awareness there might be more 

drop-off points we are not aware of:
•	 	Aldi	stores
•	 Morwell	Transfer	Station
Which batteries can be recycled through per-
manent drop-off sites?
Most batteries under 5kg can be dropped off, in-
cluding all domestic alkaline (single use) and re-
chargeable batteries. These batteries are found in 
many household appliances and personal devices 
such as: 
cordless phones, cordless power tools, digital camer-
as, hearing aids, laptop computers, mobile phones, 
palm pilots, portable disc players, portable electric 
shavers, portable video games, remote controlled 
toys, video cameras.
Batteries and landfill
Less than three per cent of all batteries purchased 
in Australia are currently recycled, the rest are 
sadly going to landfill. This means that over 
14000 tons of batteries are destined for landfill 
each year. Australia’s performance compares very 
poorly with the recovery rates of other counties. 
France recovers 36 per cent of all batteries sold 
into the market and Switzerland recovers an im-
pressive, but achievable, 72 per cent. 
What happens to recycled batteries?
After collection, batteries are sorted by chemistry 
type. They are sent on to the respective recyclers 

in Australia and overseas. Precious mate-
rials and resources are recovered from the 
batteries, including: cadmium, lithium, nickel, 
silver oxide, zinc.
What about rechargeable batteries?
Approximately 70 per cent of batteries sold each 
year in Australia are single-use batteries, and 
most of them end up in landfill. Rechargeable 
batteries can be recharged hundreds of times, 
making them an ideal choice because they:
save you money, reduce the use of finite natural 
resources in the production of batteries, divert 
from landfill and resulting contamination of soil 
and groundwater.
Remember that it's also important to
 recycle your rechargeable batteries.
Safe handling guidelines:
Used batteries are potentially hazardous, so they 
need to be stored and handled carefully. 
For more information about the safe collection, 
storage, transport and handling of used handheld 
batteries refer to:

http://batteryrecycling.org.au.

This article is based of information from https://www.
sustainability.vic.gov.au and http://www.latrobe.vic.
gov.au
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Yinnar Community 
Garden News
Throughout October and November, the Yinnar 
Community Garden has been busy with a se-
ries of Mosaic Workshops led by Lisa Anderson. 
Lisa showed our enthusiastic participants how to 
cut tiles, piece the mosaic in both pique assiette 
(broken china) and traditional tesserae (tiles), 
and do grouting. Participants worked on the mo-
saic splash back in the Garden's outdoor kitchen, 
which is almost finished, attracting great admira-
tion from everyone who sees it. It features roosters 
and hens in a pumpkin patch, bringing the garden 

theme into the outdoor kitchen. 
Our end-of-year breakup will be a shared lunch 
from 12 noon on Saturday 14 December. Please 
bring a plate to share - we will supply breads, 
cheese and dips along with salad and berries from 
the Garden. Visitors welcome.
Please also save the dates for:
* Our AGM on Saturday 28 March 2020. We will 
be having a Wild Apple Party - bring along your 
favourite wild apples from the roadsides for tast-
ing, or apple-themed baked goods. Garden mem-
berships will also be due on this date.
* A Sourdough Workshop on Saturday 1 February 

2020 led by Garden member LaBerta Forys.
We welcome local residents to taste produce 
which is in good supply, however please be aware 
that picking rights are reserved for members only 
(this means picking more than one of anything). 
Memberships are not expensive at $10 per person 
per year, and we rely on this income to maintain 
the Garden. For more information please email 
yinnarcg@gmail.com
Find the Yinnar Community Garden page on Fa-
cebook to keep up with our events in 2020.

Rosemary Abetz-Rouse.

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

The Garden's recycling project is now underway 

The Yinnar Community
 Garden is collecting

With growing collections of bottle 
lids to be melted down into prosthetic 
hands for children in need (any bottle 
lid with the recycling code ‘2’ or ‘4’ in 
the actual lid is accepted), bread tags to 
raise money to purchase wheelchairs, 
along with old toothbrushes and tooth-
paste tubes, Nescafe coffee capsules, 

and dead batteries for recycling.

We hope that this initiative will ensure these 
waste products get used to make

  something worthwhile, rather than 
ending up in landfill or in our oceans. Recy-
cling can be dropped off at any time in the box-
es in our outdoor kitchen beneath the mosaic 

splash back.
Contact yinnarcg@gmail.com if you have any 

queries.
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Following state-wide try-
outs in Melbourne ear-
lier this month, Destiny 
Murphy and Shareese 
Harrison from Traral-
gon and Aleeah and Co-
ra-Lynn Munnich from 
Boolarra were selected 
for the Victorian Seven 
Sisters Indigenous Team 
(12 and Under) and will 
be competing in the Aus-
tralian Indigenous Net-
ball Championships on 

the Gold Coast in January 2020.
Aleeah and Cora-Lynn have played with the Bool-
arra Junior Netball team for the past two years and 
hope to one day compete in the premier netball 
league; Aleeah would love to play for the Vixens, 
however Cora-Lynn would love to play for the Gi-
ants.

In order to compete in the Championships next 
year, the girls are fundraising to assist with the trip 
costs as the trip will cost over $3000. There has 
already been strong support from the local com-
munity, including the Boolarra Community Hotel 
who have designated two Fridays for the girls to 
run a Meat Raffle – which was very kindly donat-
ed by Webster’s Butchery Yinnar. Following the 
first meat raffle last week, a gentleman who won 
the weekly bag raffle kindly donated the proceeds 
to the girls as well as the whole community. The 
support received from the Boolarra Community 
Hotel, as well as the Boolarra and District com-
munity has been overwhelming and the girls are 
extremely grateful for the offers of support so far. 
They would also like to thank Boolarra Netball 
Club which has always supported the girls. From 
Meg, Jackie McGlade and Eloise O’Brien coach-
ing when they were six and seven years old, to the 
whole Boolarra Netball Club getting right behind 
the girls and helping them financially to follow 

their dreams.
If you would like to contribute to the girls fund-
raising efforts, a gofundme page has been set up to 
help raise money for girls to follow their dreams. 
The link is https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-
girls-get-to-good-coa-to-play-netball-for-vic. Al-
ternatively, there will be a number of other fund-
raising initiatives conducted over coming weeks.

Anne-Maree Stever.

Local Indigenous girls 
representing Victoria

After recent discussion and requests LaTrobe 
TaeKwon-Do will be running a self-defence 
course for teens and adults from mid-February
2020.
The course will run for around 7-8 weeks
Time will be 6-8pm Thursday nights
Location: Boolarra Primary Multi Purpose 
room.
While younger people are welcome, this course 
is aimed at teens and adults. It will cover top-
ics in a manner that may not be appropriate for 
younger participants, (think M rating), also some 
of the physical training involves techniques that 
require a mature approach to determining their 
appropriateness.

Topics include, but are definitely not limited to:
•	 applied self-defence-simple measures to deal 

with an attacker
•	 defusing a situation, AKA dealing with idiots
•	 The less intelligent things people do in the 

name of self defence
•	 electronics and their issues for self defence, 

good and bad
•	 recognising threats and threatening environ-

ments
•	 harm minimisation (to you:-). That is avoid-

ing needing to do the above. No that doesn’t 
mean I’ll tell you to.

Please note I mix the sessions up so there won’t 
be one night of say, harm minimization, and the 
bulk of the activities are applied.
Cost
A contribution to the mid session snack (cut up 
fruit etc., healthy please)
This is surprisingly important as it lets people 
chat and ask questions. 
Plus:
- $50 per person for the complete course or
- $10 per session.

While I’m running this under LaTrobe TKD, 
(which you’ll be asked to complete paperwork 
for), this is a standalone set of sessions and won’t 
include the formal TKD stuff.

David Proctor,
Instructor.

Locals Aleeah and Cora-Lyn to compete Gold Coast.

LaTrobe TaeKwon-Do Did you have a 
look at 

The Boolarra Link 
website ?

We have all editions since December 
2010 as PDF for download.

Of some editions we have each arti-
cle uploaded in catergories so they 
can be found easy. More will be done 
as we get around to do so.
The Community Directory and Busi-
ness Directory can be easy found on 
our website as well.

Go and check it out.
http://www.boolarralink.org.au

If you would like and get involved to 
upload articles from past editions 
please contact us. 
email: info @boolarralink.org.au
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Boolarra Football 
Club 

FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

With Christmas approaching fast the Club is be-
ginning to wind down for the holidays, before that 
though we recently held our AGM. Simon Buglisi 
will be president once again, with newcomer to 
the committee but no stranger to the Club, Vince 
Corbett elected Vice President. Daniel Wilson 
has also stepped up onto the executive as junior 
vice president to fill the role of long time member 
and League Delegate Peter Rennie. Darren Napi-
er and Faye Taylor will again be Treasurers. Ben 
Kimpton has again taken on the role of secretary. 
Its good to see stability within the entire commit-
tee but great to welcome some new fresh faces to 
the committee.
The Club would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Peter Rennie on his outstanding long ser-
vice as League Delegate. He has served us well and 
no doubt had to stand up and fight for us once or 
twice over the journey. Well done Crabs!
Preseason training began in November with the 
boys training on Wednesday nights. The first night 
saw 23 players take to the track, which was outstand-

ing for 
this time 
of year. 
C o a c h 
Tony Gi-
ardina and 
the recruit-
ing depart-
ment have 
been hard 
at work 
trying to entice new players to the Club for next 
season, numerous phone calls and meetings have 
taken place since the season finished. So far that 
has netted the Club four new players and two re-
turning players, which has the footy department 
pleased for this time of year but not entirely satis-
fied. The work will continue to attract new players 
to the Club to build on the progress of last season. 
Unfortunately at the beginning of the 2019 sea-
son we had to pull our Thirds out of the compe-
tition due to not having enough numbers. It is 
with great excitement that we can announce we 
have appointed co-coaches for the Thirds in 2020. 
Senior players Nick O’Connor and Jesse Giardina 
have taken on the big task of getting a team back 
on the park and with a full Club effort we are con-
fident we can do it. The Club will leave no stone 
unturned in a bid to get junior football back to 
Boolarra but we need everyone’s help in spread-
ing the word and recruitment. There will be a big 
focus on enjoyment and mateship. 
We are always looking for more volunteers and 
helpers at the Club, we are a small community 
club and rely on locals to fill roles. Please do not 
hesitate to come forward if you think you can fill 
a role at the Club, no matter how small. President 
Simon Buglisi is very eager to get more people 
into roles at the Club to ease the burden on long 
serving volunteers that have taken on too much. 

The Club would like to thank everyone 
that helped out this year in any capac-
ity. We rely on volunteers to work hard 
to provide a place where people can play 
football and netball, as well as a place to 
socialise. It takes a lot of these great peo-
ple to do this and we are lucky that we 
have so many.
You can keep up to date with all Club 
news via our Facebook page: Boolarra 
Football Netball Club.

Simon Buglisi.

The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to thank their valuable sponsors for Season 2018 and welcome 
them back for Season 2019 and ask that you get behind and support these businesses as they support our com-

munity club. 

Morwell Club, Prorent, Tony Antonelli Accounting, Lincon Hire & Services, Boolarra Community Hotel, 
Mirboo North & District Community Bank, Boolarra Fish Farm, Gibson Groundspread, Latrobe City, 
Yinnar Community Hotel, Boolarra Post Office, Boolarra Store, Trafalgar Mens & Boyswear, Jims Building 
Inspections, Tradeweld, Valley Trophy Centre, Strzelecki Plumbing, J Smith Motors, Monacellars Wine & 
Spirits, Prosper Valley Excavations, Cervis Equipment, Riviera Display Kitchens, Mirboo North Golf Club, 
Kennedy Haulage/ Driffield Quarries, Prosper Valley Gravel, Out of Dough, Willaton Transport, Devtree 
Pty Ltd, BJ Bennett & Co Real Estate, Benson Timber & Hardware, Latrobe Valley Funeral Services, 
Bellebanne, Gatts Panel Works, Willys Bobcat Hire, Norm Oliver Butchers, Bellebanne, ETU, Gippsland 
Printers, Yinnar Milk Bar & Country Cafe, Mirboo North Hardware, GM Conveyancing, Young Signs, 
Samantha Brick Health & Massage, Russell Northe, McDonalds, Alfresh 2 Go. 
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Organisation  Contact Name  Phone
Anglican and Uniting Churches Lubawski   5169 6494
Boolarra Book Club and  Robern Lubawski
 Blazers Walking Group  John Lubawski   5169 6494
Boolarra Bowling Club   Roz Carstairs   0429 383 686 
Boolarra Cemetery Trust Roz Carstairs   0429 383 686
Boolarra and District Horse  Nicky Stewart    0412 448 789 
 and Trail Riding Club
Boolarra CFA   Di Billingsley   0408 173 637
Boolarra Community   Samantha Brick   0427 824 722 
Against Domestic Violence Jacqui Healey    0447 455 198
Boolarra Community
 Development Group Colin Brick   5163 1212
Boolarra Netball /  Jackie McGlade   5169 6507
 Football Club  
 Social Rooms       5169 6507
 Change Rooms      5169 6507
Boolarra Historical Society Mengar Hibbins    0429 696 210
Boolarra Multi Purpose
 Building  Sue Warren   5169 6395
Boolarra Play Group  Teresa Wareham  0408 542 691
Boolarra Pre-school  Emma Read   0423 369 948
Boolarra Primary School Susan Duncan   5169 6471
Boolarra Quilting Group Linda Minter   5169 6702
Boolarra Friends of the 
 Red Cross  Glenys Morgan   5169 6721
Boolarra South Landcare Denise Schiller   5169 6425
Boolarra Tennis Club  Samantha Brick   5163 1212
Boolarra Verandah Jammers Sue Clutterbuck   0437348366
Boolarra Wool and Spinning
 Group   Lois Thornton   0400 722 716 
Boolarra and Yinnar Community
 Recovery Committee Colin Brick   5163 1212 
Boolarra Youth Theatre Group Tania Brown     5169 6466
Budgeree Hall   Leanne Potter   0429 111 192
Catholic Church  Fr James Fernandez  5134 2849
    or Denise Schiller   5169 6425

Organisation  Contact Name  Phone 
Churchill Neighbourhood 
Centre    Abigail    5122 2955
Cooperating Church  Brenda Burney    5122 1480
Cricket Club   Jack Cleaver   5169 6428
Exercise Class   Kathleen Millett   5122 2591
    or Kate    5169 6592
Folk Festival   Rick Teychenne   0408 696 243 
Friends of the Upper  Denise Schiller   5169 6425
 Morwell River
Grand Ridge Rail Trail  Neil Trease   5668 1580 
Justice of the Peace  Matt Gleeson    0427 696 461
    Gwenda Pither   0427 963 385 
Latrobe CC Fire Recovery Heather Farley   5128 5648
LaTrobe TaeKwon-Do  Dave Proctor   0402 270 347ss
Municipal Emergency
Response Officer   Lance King   5128 5426
Local Emergency Action Plan John Harris   0431 972 672
Memorial Hall   Roz Carstairs    0429 383 686
Memorial Park   Colin Brick   5163 1212
Men’s Shed   Jeff Henderson   0411 319 326 
Open Garden Day  Jill Simmons   5169 6516
Pilates    Kathleen Millett    5122 2591
Police    Matt Ryan   5169 6222
        0458 839 886
Pony Club    Secretary boolarraponyclub@gmail.com
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group Linda Minter    5169 6702 
Russell Northe   Russell Northe   5133 9088
Scouts    Sylvia Sauppe   5169 6321
Soroptomist International Samantha Brick   0427 824 722
Stroke Support Group  Paul Howells   5623 5598
Wildlife Assistance  Jean Quick   5169 6606
Yinnar & District Judo Club Sharon Taylor    0418 681 245
    Peter Brimblecombe   0409 402 459
Yinnar Community Garden Catheryn Thompson  0435 048 153
Yoga    Kristy Mills    5169 6226

The Boolarra Link Community Directory

Church Services 
in Boolarra and Yinnar

Catholic Church
Tarwin Street, Boolarra

Mass at 10.30am on 2nd and 4th Sunday in
 Boolarra and 10.30am on 1st and 3rd Sunday in Yin-

nar.
Liturgy at 10.30am on 2nd Tuesday of the month

Anglican and Uniting Churches
 in co-operation

Tarwin Street, Boolarra
1st Sunday 11.00am and 2nd Sunday 10.00am

 in Boolarra
3rd Sunday 11.00am and 4th Sunday 10.00am 

in Yinnar

PLEASE NOTE: If there are changes to any 
Link Community Directory 

information, please notify the Boolarra Link Editor:
 Sylvia Sauppe on 5169 6321 

or editor@boolarralink.org.au

What’s on. . . . .
For contact information please refare to the Directory above.

Monday
Exercise Class - 9.30am, all ages, Boolarra Memorial Hall. 
Book Club - 8.00pm,1st Monday of the month. 
Men’s Shed - Between 10.00am and 4.00pm.
CFA - Every 2nd Monday from 7.00pm - skills training at the station - prospective new members welcome
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group - 2nd and 4th Monday from11.00am - Multi Purpose Building.
Red Cross - Monthly 1st Monday at 1.00pm, The Boolarra Store
Tuesday
Yoga - 6.00pm-7.15pm Gentle Class. OR 7.30pm-8.45pm Advanced Class. Primary School/Multi Purpose Room.
Pilates - 9.30am, Multi Purpose Building.
Wednesday
Men’s Shed - Between 10.00am and 4.00PM.
Yinnar & District Judo Club - during school terms from 6.15pm - 7.30pm, Yinnar Recreation Reserve. 
Thursday
Playgroup - 9.30am-11.30am, Multi Purpose Building. 
Wool Group - 11.30 am-3.30pm, Multi Purpose Building. 
Blazers Walking Group - Meet 9.00am, Boolarra Recreation Reserve. 
Boolarra Memorial Hall - Bi-Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
Boolarra Community Development Group - Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.00pm, Memorial Hall
Friday 
Exercise Class - All ages 10.00am, Yinnar Memorial Hall. 
Sunday
Historical Society - 2.00pm-4.00 pm, 1st Sunday of the month, Boolarra Historical Museum
Pony Club Rally - 2nd Sunday of the month, Recreation Reserve
CFA - 9.00am - 10.00am - Radio testing / equipment maintenance
Boolarra Verandah Jammers - 1.00pm-3.00pm, playing Ukulele every Sunday. Boolarra Community Hotel.

Groups and Organisations Meeting Times. . . . . 


