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The planning for the 2021 Boolarra Folk Festi-
val is well underway with a major change to how 
the award-winning festival has been operating 
for 18 consecutive years.
The Festival will be going virtual, streaming out 
to the world to promote this popular Gippsland 
community event over two days commencing 
on February 27 in 2021.
President of the Boolarra Folk Festival Rick 

Teychenne announced today, “that COVID-19 
in our world has made it impossible to hold our 
regular outdoor festival in 2021”.
“The Boolarra Folk Festival committee’s deci-
sion to change the format for 2021 is all about 
safety of our audiences and communities” said 
Mr Teychenne.
The festival committee has agreed to forge 
ahead for 2021 but it in a different way to previ-
ous festivals.
“Other festivals have taken similar approaches 
such as the Melbourne Jazz, Melbourne Comedy 
and also the Morwell International Rose Festi-
vals going virtual, and we thought we could do 
this as well” said Mr Teychenne.
Keeping music live during these tough times is 
important for our health and well being, and we 
need to assist our communities and musicians 
by presenting a new approach.
The format for the 2021 Festival will stream live 

with selected musicians who have performed 
over the last 18 years hosted by a special and 
well-known presenter.
The Festival will also look at innovative ways to 
promote the market stall holders and commu-
nity groups that have made been a major part of 
previous festivals.
The 2021 Festival will utilise musicians, video, 
sound and lighting engineers so that they are 
being well supported as they have not been able 
to work due to COVID-19.
“Having the wonderful support of our dedicated 
festival committee and our valued sponsors 
provides us with the confidence to plan for a 
new format in 2021. It will be really exciting 
to explore new ways of developing next year’s 
festival and we will learn a lot from other festi-
vals that are doing similar approaches” said Mr 
Teychenne.
“We have a lot to do to present the 2021 Boolar-
ra Folk Festival” said Mr Teychenne, and we will 
endeavour to bring another free festival for our 
audiences on the 27th of February 2021.

Rick Teychenne

20 21
Goes Virtual 

Spring photos by 
Paula Ryan.
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BOOLARRA LINK ADVERTISING
Advertisements are in blocks of 8cm WIDE 

x 10cm HIGH
Blocks can be arranged side by side 

or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks - $28.00

Full page $220.00
Half page $150.00

BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
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Scan for Website

The Boolarra Link 
AGM

To be held on
Thursday 15 October 2020

From 6PM

All Welcome 

We will meet online this year, if you like to join us please contact 
the editor with your name and email address before 13 October 

then we can send you an invite.
Email: editor@boolarralink.org.au

Phone: 0488 488 354

 Message from the Boolarra Link Committee
The Boolarra Link is written by the Community for the Community, with this 
motto we like to give a voice to everyone in the community.
Sadly our community continues to be divided regarding the OSMI’s proposal of the 
Delburn Wind Farm, there are more submissions to the Boolarra Link than the 
scope of this quarterly newspaper can deliver. We still like to publish content for 
all different interest and community groups. After careful consideration we have 
decided to limit the content for the the Delburn Wind Farm in our printed paper. 
To achieve this we will print only an extract of those articles/ letters to the editor 
and publish the full content on our web page, conveniently for you to find all under 
one category see link or QR code published with those articles. We still reserve the 
right to edit or refuse to publish any content, the Boolarra Link committee feels is 
not suitable to our publication and does not comply with a good community spirit.
Did you know the Community Directory from the back of the paper and the Busi-
ness Directory which was published in the past can be found on our website, why 
not check it out? If you know a group or business which is missing please let us 
know that we can improve the directory.

Sylvia Sauppe,
Editor,
The Boolarra Link.

Gippsland Solar are the experts in 
Solar Power and Solar Hot Water and 
Battery Storage. We specialise in pre-
mium quality systems, backed up by 

old-fashioned Customer Service.

LocaL company - based in 
TraraLgon & mirboo norTh
Why install Solar Power or Hot Water on your home?
•	 Add	value	to	your	home
•	 Protect yourself from rising electricity costs
•	 Minimise your impact on the Environment
•	 Take advantage of Government rebates while 

they last
call us now for a Free in-home quotation

phone: 1300 447 765
cherry@gippslandsolar.com.au 

www.gippslandsolar.com.au

Solar Power ✴ Solar Hot Water ✴ Battery Storage

Kookaburra, photo provided by Paula Ryan.
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Like everyone else in these strange 
times, we have been very quiet as a result 
of the pandemic restrictions and our in-
ability to have meetings.
A couple of brief things to let you know.
Our AGM, normally held in August, 
has been deferred awaiting a lifting of 
restrictions that makes it feasible to 
proceed.

The food swap that was set up in the early days of the pandemic at 
the Memorial Hall was very successful. Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to its success, either as a donor or as a recipient. Well 
done to Sue Webster for coordinating this.
Matt Ryan probably mentions it elsewhere in these pages, but 
the development of a masterplan for a proposed bike route from 
Boolarra to Yinnar, and then through to Morwell has been com-
missioned. Funding is from the Foundation for Rural and Regional 
Renewal (FRRR) and Latrobe Health Assembly  (LHA), and contri-
butions from the Boolarra Community Development Group and 
the Yinnar and District Community Association.
Also, the Boolarra Community Development Group has agreed to 
support the installation of two flagpoles at the Boolarra Primary 
School. This will utilise funds raised by Chris Wareham and the 
Koffee Kart. The Boolarra Community Development Group is 
happy to consider proposals for funding of projects that don’t read-
ily fit into normal funding sources.
Finally, we have had some preliminary discussions with the Folk 
Festival around coordinating some sort of whole-of-community 
get-together once restrictions are lifted to an extent that makes it 
feasible.

Keep well in an isolated sort of way,

Colin Brick,
Boolarra Community Development Group.

Boolarra Community 
Development Group 

Police Report
The current restrictions in place are that you must wear a mask or face shield 
at all times when you leave your home.  If you are in your car driving by your-
self or with members of your household, you don’t need to wear the mask, but 
if you have anyone from outside your household in the vehicle you need to 
wear a mask or face shield.  The only exception to this is if you have a lawful 
reason, ie you have a medical condition or you are at work and you need to 
communicate for safety reasons or you are exercising, such as bike riding or 
running.  If you are walking you should wear a mask unless you are having is-
sues with breathing whilst wearing it and walking.  It is good to see a lot more 
people out using the Rail Trail, but remember you still need to wear a bicycle 
helmet while riding, not only will it save you from a serious injury it will save 
your pocket $196.  Currently you still only have the four reasons for leaving 
home; essential shopping, work or school, exercise and medical or caregiving.  
As of 14 September, the main changes will be: you will be able to meet with 
up to five people from one other household in a public space; playgrounds 
and outdoor pools will be open, and; single people or single parents are able 
to nominate one person that they can visit or can have visit them to reduce 
social isolation.  Once regional Victoria has an average of less than 5 new case 
per 14-day average and zero unknown cases we will move to Step 3.  
With spring having started, DELWP has opened up firewood collection sites. 
Unfortunately, there are none local for us - the nearest are in Gormandale or 
Won Wron or Cowarr.  Vic Roads and Latrobe City do not issue permits or 
allow wood collection from roadside areas and most of the bush around us 
is HVP land. I have had to charge someone recently and send them to court 
for taking wood from HVP land.  As a result he could lose his vehicle, trailer, 
chainsaws and logsplitter, a very expensive day out.  With all the rain we 
have had lately the ground is very soft, and with a bit of wind we are getting a 
number of trees falling. If you come across any roads blocked or other storm 
related issues you can call the SES on 132 500 or Police on 000.  Enjoy the 
warmer weather and stay safe.  

Cheers,
Matthew Ryan,
Leading Senior Constable,
Boolarra Police Station.

We are a technology company 
based in the local area and are 
looking for people that have a keen 
interest in technology, like work-
ing and sharing ideas with others, 
are great communicators and are 
looking for new challenges. 

If this is you, please send your re-
sume to us at info@charlie-mac.com 
and we'll be sure to get back to you 
soon.

H A Z E LW O O D
P R O P E R T Y

M A I N T E N A N C E
 • Small or Large Lawns
 • Gutters/Window Cleaning
 • Pruning/Weed Eradication

Mark & Sandra Maynard

MOBILE: 0412 549 376
PH/FAX: 03 5163 1782

pmhazel@bigpond.com 

•	 Services	and	Repairs	to	all	Makes	and	Models
•	 Minor	and	Major	Services
•	 4wd	and	Diesel	Engines
•	 Wheels	and	Tyres
•	 Small	Engines,	Mowers	and	Chainsaws,	

Whipper	Snippers
•	 Brakes	and	Suspension
•	 Motorcycles	Repairs	and	Servicing
•	 Clutches
•	 A/C	Re-gas	and	Servicing
•	 All	Mechanical	Repairs

Local	Pick	up	and	Drop	off	Available	
For	all	your	needs	give	us	a	call	on	

0477026106
Address-	240	Foster	Road	Boolarra	South
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Vale Daryl Norman 
Hewitt   21/03/1955 – 10/05/2020 

Daryl was just 65 years old when he passed away 
at Japara Nursing home at Mirboo North in the 
early hours of Sunday May 10.  He loved Mirboo 
and it was fitting he ended his days there with 
nurses around him, who knew him well. 
Daryl’s family originally lived on Main Road 
Eltham and moved to Parker Street, Preston in 
1956.  His mother Marg and father Hal built a 
new three bedroom weather board house on a 
dirt road surrounded by market gardens.  This 
was in the days when milk, bread and ice were 
delivered on horse driven carts and cracker 
nights were a highlight of the year.
In those days, life was simple: kids ran wild with 
few rules to follow and plenty of paddocks to 
roam.  Daryl’s mum ran an open house and they 
always had neighbourhood kids around and 
country cousins came to stay every school holi-
days.  Daryl always carried on the Hewitt open 
house standard set by his mum.
Daryl was a happy kid and his mum affection-
ately called him “giggling girty”.   He loved to 
tell a good story and was a great joke teller.  He 
started his hat collection at the age of 6 years 
and they just kept coming.  He looked quite a 
sight when he visited Melbourne and wasn’t 
afraid to be different.
On completing year 10 at High school, he de-
cided education was not for him as he pined for 
the great outdoors.  He completed his appren-

ticeship in roof tiling and went on to run his 
own business for many years.
But Daryl always wanted to be a farmer and 
spent most of his holidays and weekends at his 
favourite uncle’s farm on Clear Creek Road, 
Mirboo.  By the early 70s his uncle George 
Smith’s health started to fail and he invited Daryl 
to join him on the farm, in a joint venture.
Daryl jumped at the opportunity and left the 
city for a new life in Gippsland. He never left 
Gippsland nor travelled far away.  Uncle George 
was known as “the squire”. He was a great 
mentor to Daryl and taught him everything he 
needed to know about farming. 
The farm became a magnet for friends and 
family to visit but in the end the squire sold the 
farm and moved to a unit in Mirboo North.  For 
Daryl, this meant he had to start a new chapter 
in his life, so he became a professional shearer 
and ran his own team.
After renting for a short time on Grand Ridge 
Road, he was offered a block at Jeeralang Junc-
tion on favourable terms. Daryl jumped at the 
opportunity.  
He spent all his savings on a large flock of prime 
lambs and started his new venture.  Unfortu-
nately, the bottom fell out of the meat industry 
and Daryl lost everything; sadly, many sheep 
had to be destroyed.  Daryl never gave up and 
took to driving trucks; eventually working at the 
timber mill in Morwell.
Just when he needed it, two wonderful things 
happened: Daryl met Danusha (Dani) and he 
joined the Strzelecki Stringbusters.  These things 
changed his life and life started to look up.
He met Dani in March 1999, at ARCH Yinnar 
open stage night where she was performing in 
an acapella group called Woven Threads. When 
she saw Daryl on stage playing mandolin it 
made her think of Tiny Tim because of his large 
stature in particular; however his voice was deep 
and resonating with a wonderful warmth.
That night was followed by many trips to 
the farm at Reidy’s Road Jeeralang.  After six 
months Dani moved in to share farm life with 
Daryl.  She fell for his rustic charm and ever giv-
ing big heart and the place he called home.
He rebuilt his flock and taught her how to be a 
sheep farmer’s wife, especially the yearly routine 

of banding, injecting, lambing, shearing duties, 
sweeping the floor, throwing fleeces and catering 
for hired shearers.
They shared their love of dogs, which included 
Peppy, Dani’s poodle sidekick. He became the 
only non-black and white or brown sheep-
dog Daryl ever worked. Dani and Daryl sold 
Jeeralang when the hills became too much for 
Daryl’s body, which was wearing out after many 
years of physical work.
In 2009 they moved into Dani’s house at Church 
Street, Boolarra and got to work renovating the 
property and garden.  Daryl built a workshop 
and music man cave and life was good.  He 
loved having wheelie bins and walking to the 
shop every morning to buy the paper.
At this time Daryl had the best job of his life 
since his farming days.  Looking after the gar-
dens at the Churchill University grounds was his 
pride and joy. He loved it and the people.
Sadly, his health gave out too early and he col-
lapsed the day he retired, having to fight heart 
failure since.   His regret was that he didn’t get 
to enjoy his retirement and his workshop. Daryl 
loved wildlife and especially his dogs—which 
he trained to perfection. He always had a dog 
around.
He loved reading and had an excellent gen-
eral knowledge. He always had a dictionary at 
his side in order to learn new words. He was a 
member of the Mirboo CFA for many years and 
the Mirboo North Freemasons lodge.
He was a self-taught musician, starting out with 
a  tin whistle mouth organ and moving on to 
mandolin, guitar and eventually the banjo.
It seemed inevitable that Daryl would become a 
member of the Strzelecki String Busters and he 
loved the boys and the camaraderie that went 
with it.  Ray and the boys meant everything to 
him and he was proud of the charity work the 
band completed after the bush fires.
Daryl’s legacy is a special gift that will last for 
ever- his voice. 
His family and friends hope to commemorate 
the life of “Big D”, in the near future with a me-
morial featuring plenty of music.

Ian Hewitt and Danusha Kosakiewicz.

Pi is a mathematical constant - a long number with many digits. This 
makes Pi incredibly difficult to remember. You won't be able to memorize 

all of the digits, but the first few digits are easy to remember.

All you have to do is remember the following sentence:

“How I wish I could calculate pi”.

The number of letters in the English sentence corresponds to the digits of 
Pi: 3.141592
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 »

 » New & Custom Built Systems
 » Malware & Virus Removal

 » Software Sales & Installation
 » Advice & Assistance

 » Upgrades & Configuration
 » System Maintenance

 » Notebooks & Netbooks
 » Parts & Peripherals

 » Printer Consumables

grcs@internode.on.net
PO Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

Ph: 5169 6473 
Mob: 0429 696 473

 Grand Ridge
 Computer Services

Vale Carla Van Zuylen 
18/02/1947 - 29/08/2020
Carla was born in Delft, The Netherlands, on 18 February 1947 and 
died in Traralgon on 29 August 2020. She and Andre were married 
in Holland and migrated to Australia in 1969 with Marc a toddler.  
After a short time in a migrant hostel they moved to Gippsland 
where they had contacts through friends back in Holland. Andre 
worked as a mechanic in Morwell and they moved into rented ac-
commodation in Boolarra until they built a house in Fairmont St. 
They had two more children, Rodney and Vanessa and as the chil-
dren started school Carla began assisting at the schools they attend-
ed, Boolarra Primary School and St. Paul’s and Kildare.
Carla and Andre were very hospitable and Carla’s wonderful cook-
ing is legendary. She was a perfectionist and her sewing and knitting 
were always beautiful.  Carla loved her garden and she enjoyed out-
ings with the Garden Club.  She shared her garden with the com-
munity a couple of years ago when it was open for Boolarra’s Open 
Gardens.
Carla was an important part of St Francis de Sales’ Church in Bool-

arra and we will be reminded of her through her contribution to the making of the Vestments and 
Altar Cloth.  Andre made a rustic stable for the crib and they always participated in the social events, 
picnics, progressive dinners and morning teas. Carla organised many World Day of Prayer services for 
the combined churches.
She and Andre enjoyed caravanning and belonged to a Gippsland caravan club.  Winters spent in Airlie 
Beach allowed them to escape Winter for a number of years. Carla and Andre were members of the 
Gippsland Food and Wine Club and Carla had a great deal of knowledge on both of these subjects.
Andre belonged to the Men’s Shed and they welcomed the Friday dinners with the group as their 
health declined. Carla supported the Boolarra Community Hotel and one of her last outings before 
lockdown was Sunday lunch at the Pub. As Andre’s health worsened and Carla’s lungs deteriorated  
they both had to go in to Aged Care. This saddened us all.
Carla was part of the Wool Group since its inception and she was also a Boolarra Quilter. Both of these 
groups will miss her quirky humour and her companionship; gathering won’t be the same without 
her. The Garden Club has also lost a friend. Life was very tough for the last months and now Carla can 
rest peacefully, present always in the hearts of her many friends. Our sympathy is with Carla’s family, 
Andre, Marc, Rodney and Vanessa who have been unable to farewell Carla at this time.  There will be a 
celebration of Carla’s life when COVID-19 border restrictions are lifted.

Denise Schiller with help from Marc Van Zuylen and Marg Gleeson.

As we approach springtime, the Trigger Plants 
(Stylidium) at the Cemetery are emerging from 
their winter sleep and in a few months be on full 
display. Areas around the graves will be mowed 
to ensure a safe environment for visitors but 
there will be areas such as The Meadow left in 
full bloom throughout the season.
It’s great to see so many people out and about 
along the tracks at the Old Mill Site where some 
lead to the Cemetery. I see people walking or 
playing with their dogs or riding their horses. 
Please if you are either of these groups and you 
are enjoying a walk or ride through the Cem-
etery, ensure you pick up what your pet leaves 
behind (big or small). It makes the job of car-
ing for our Cemetery so much easier and more 
pleasant than if we, or visitors tending to their 
loved one’s graves, inadvertently step on your 
animal’s droppings.
Speaking about tending to graves. If you clean 
up, on or around, your loved one’s grave please 
deposit the weeds/cuttings on the heap near 
Lawn Section or in the yellow bins near the 
exit gate. This would be much appreciated and 
ensure the weeds or unwanted cuttings don’t 
take root and cause increased maintenance. Part 
of keeping the Cemetery safe for visitors and 
volunteers is the Trust decision to not allow glass 
containers for flowers. At the majority of graves 
there is a place to put your flowers. If you are 
placing flowers at the Remembrance Garden just 
leave them there as a bunch. The Trust appreci-
ates your understanding.
I am sure the visitors to our beautiful bush cem-
etery appreciate the hard work that Merilyn, our 
Grounds Person, does in ensuring it is safe and 
pleasant for all.
Thanks Merilyn.
At this stage, planning at the Cemetery includes 
extending the Lawn Section by two rows which 
means catering for need well into the future. 
Hopefully, a grant application made to Cemeter-
ies and Crematoria (DHHS) will be successful 
so that we can go ahead with this planned task 
soon.
Information/resources regarding Cemetery 
Trusts or Cemeteries in general can be found 
at www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/ceme-
teries-and-crematoria. This may assist with any 
questions you may have if you are contemplating 
becoming a Boolarra Cemetery Trust member.

Alternatively, ring Roz 0429 383 686 or Matt 
0427 696 461.

Roz Carstairs,
Secretary.

Boolarra 
Public Cemetery Trust

Hay and Silage 
Contractor

round and small squares
Boolarra, Mirboo North and Yinnar area

phone Neil: 0474 946 634
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Ryan Potter sat down with Leanne, candidate for South Ward in the upcoming 
Latrobe City Council elections, to get to know more about the person behind her 
campaign.
Can you tell us a bit about yourself?
Leanne: I am a born and bred fifth generation Budgeree farm girl.  I went to pri-
mary school at the beautiful Budgeree School and then attended Mirboo North 
High School.  At just 17, I headed to Melbourne to do a Bachelor of Teaching Pri-
mary at uni.  I started working as a teacher in inner city Melbourne and realised 
I really wanted to work with kids with additional needs.  I went back to uni and 
did a Graduate Diploma of Special Education.  I worked in a number of special 
schools in Melbourne with children with Autism and challenging behaviours and 
later at Latrobe City Council as the Preschool Field Officer.   
I met my husband Luke in Melbourne.  We have been married for 26 years and 
have 3 wonderful children: Lauren, Ryan and James.   When the kids were young, 
we realised we did not want to raise them as city kids and we moved back home 
onto the family farm in Budgeree.  This was the best decision we ever made. 
I love being surrounded by family, the rolling green hills, the cold winters and hot 
summers.  I love the community spirit and the stories only country people can tell.
Most folks would know you from the Budgeree Hall.  How did you get involved 
there? 
I was actually tricked into being on the committee.  Jean Beamish and Gladys Hall 

invited me along to the AGM, just to make up attendee numbers, they said.  
Somehow that night, despite my protests, I became Secretary.  Five years on 
I think I’m doing an OK job.  Together with the committee I have been able 
to secure just over $200,000 to renovate and refurbish the hall into a mod-
ern usable space. I’ve still got a lot of exciting ideas I want to introduce.
What other work do you do for the community?
I am a member of the Boolarra Community Development Group, rural 
representative on the Latrobe Health Assembly, and a Telephone Crisis Sup-
porter at Lifeline. Until recently the Chair of the Budgeree, Yinnar South, 
Jumbuk Bushfire Community Recovery Committee, and in this role I got to 
hear from a wide range of the community on what their concerns and needs 
were for moving forward, and the difficulties they faced – everything from 
mental health issues through to more physical things, the clean-up needed 
and the removal of dangerous trees.
I also work part time as the Corporate Trainer at Lifeline Gippsland, raising 
awareness around mental health and suicide prevention and at Charlie Mac 
and Associates alongside my husband, Luke.
What was your proudest moment?
In 2019 I received an Australia Day Award from the BCDG for my contri-
bution to the Budgeree Hall.  To be recognised by my peers and the com-
munity for the work I do was so humbling.  The Hall Committee is the most 
amazing group of people who have gone along with most of my ideas whole 
heartedly.  Everyone pitches in and just gets the job done.
Who inspires you the most?
My husband Luke.  He has this “just go do it” attitude.  My parents, Daisy 
and Ross Hall for instilling in me a belief that with hard work and determi-
nation you can do anything.  My Grandfather, Alan Hall, who demonstrated 
throughout his life the importance of contributing to community.  He was 
our local councillor for the Shire of Morwell for 48 years.  He always talked 
with me about the importance of family and the responsibility we have to 
give back to our community.
Why have you decided to stand for Council?
I have been talking with many in our community and I’ve seen the challeng-
es facing small business, rural communities, community groups, sporting 
clubs and individuals.  As we move into the recovery phase of the pandemic 
restrictions every aspect of our community will need extra support to get 
back on their feet.  I will bring new ideas and fresh perspectives.  When I 
look at the current council, I don’t see people like me or my neighbours.  I 
don’t see many women, I don’t see country people, I don’t see diversity and I 
don’t see independent councillors who will put community first.
If you have spare time, what are your hobbies?
I love gardening.  I am very good at growing weeds.  I have been doing pag-
eantry for the past few years.  I competed in Manilla last year as Mrs Classic 
Australia and won the title of Mrs Global Classic Platinum.

Favourite Book? 
The children’s book Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak.  I love that 
Max can calm the wild beasts by saying “Be Still”.  I wish I could do that.
Adult book?  
The Dressmaker by Rosalie Ham.  I didn’t enjoy the movie as much.
Movie?  
Edge of Tomorrow starring Tom Cruise. 

If people have questions or would like to show support, what 
should they do?
I would love to hear from our community on what is important to them, concerns 
they may have, frustrations and things that they want to see happen.  
You can contact me at:
Email: leannepo26@gmail.com
Facebook: search for Leanne Potter for South Ward
Website: leannepotterlive.com.au
In addition, I have a small group of champions who are volunteering in the campaign 
and I would welcome anyone that is interested to contact me.  
In addition, I have a small group of champions who are volunteering in the campaign 
and I would welcome anyone that is interested to contact me.

Conversation with Leanne Potter

Paid advertisement:
Authorised by Leanne Potter, Prosper Valley Rd, Budgeree  VIC  3870.
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Boolarra Store
9-11 Tarwin Street Boolarra

Eat in or take away Catering available
*Light meals *Coffee *Cakes *Fresh sandwiches & rolls 

*Fish & Chips *Burgers *Bakery pies, pasties, sausage rolls *Roast beef & gravy rolls
*Fresh bakery bread *Milk *Papers *Grocery items *Smokes *Gifts *Ice *Gas Bottles

Café open for breakfast, lunch, dinner
Roast lunch & dinner on Sunday’s eat in or take away

Hours: Mon-Fri open 6.00am. Weekends and holidays open 8.00am Phone 5169 6452 

Most of us are still working con-
stantly on our own properties, but 
our community involvement has 
not been possible due to the restric-

tions on gathering.  Corrections Victoria cannot 
come because they transport workers in a bus 
and this is not possible at the moment. Their 
absence means the mowing at the Mill site is a 
task for us and of course difficult. The grass is not 
growing much in the wet which helps.
We had a thousand trees to plant and managed 

to get them in the ground by letting each person 
collect trees from the trailer, then just go into the 
bush and plant them - physical distancing made 
easy. We are not having meetings or working 
bees. Now there are blue gum seedlings available 
and so we might get even more planted.
It was unfortunate that our National Tree Day 
planting could not involve any of the children this 
year. Previously we have had the school involved 
and planted along the Rail Trail.  This year we had 
the offer of Scouts which would have been great 
but was not to be. If you are walking the Mill 
Site trails for your exercise feel free to take your 

secateurs and prune any overhanging 
branches.
Apparently, there have been some 
living trees felled near the old Tip and 
they are lying on the ground, or were 
when I was notified. This is disap-
pointing as everyone should know 
the rules. Landcare does not cut any 
trees down. We cut, if possible, any 
that fall across tracks as we want to 
keep those open. We clear some of 
the trees DELWP cuts so that we can 
replant but we do not remove all of 
them because they are useful habitat 
for lots of animals. Our volunteers 
now have orange safety vests so please 
do not abuse them if they are working 
in the bush; they are giving their time 
to improve the space and regenerate 
the forest.
Our membership has increased con-
siderably this year and we are happy 
to have more, so if you would like to 
be involved membership can be paid 
at the Post Office. More information 
is available there, and you can also 
pay membership fees online.

Denise Schiller.

Boolarra South 
Landcare Group

New tree planting at Apex Park.

Getting ready for a planting day.
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Phill Schuhmann has been 
servicing Gippslander’s arbo-
real needs for over 20 years.  
Environmentally and civically 
minded, Phill has completed 
full national compliance certi-
fication for his latest patriotic 
endeavour.  He’s added a tool 
designed and manufactured 
in Australia by an Australian 
company to his fleet; Phill’s 
C.E.A. 40 metre “Starprobe” 
cherry picker is now available 
for hire throughout Gippsland 
and Latrobe Valley.  
To ensure he continues to 
provide the expert 
arboreal service his 
clients rely on for many 
years to come, Phill 

has decided to ease up on the entertainingly death defying physical 
demands of tree climbing.
Phill won’t let anyone scratch his old Acco but him… So he now 
provides “wet hire” (with operator) for electricians, plumbers, roof-
ers, television antenna/solar panel installers and anyone that needs 
to work at an elevated height.  Phill’s Travel Tower comes with base 
controls allowing up to two workers including their tools to utilize 
the; 250kg safe working load, 10 amp 240 volt AC electricity and 
intercom available in the cage.  Imagine being able to weld bits of 
metal together at 130 feet in the air!
The Starprobe also has an incredible 22.5 metres of lateral outreach 
and this goes straight up for over 30 metres.  Phill can reach over 
your shed and prune the windbreak along your back fence, and 
even the neighbour’s, at the same time!
Being called a possum on many occasions Phill has let word of 

mouth be his advertising and has flown under the radar for decades letting 
his humility and reputation speak for him.  From a farming background in 
the Strzelecki Ranges and using “in house” cherry pickers for many years 
as a subcontractor to local firms, Phill has amassed vast experience using 
heavy equipment.
Phill’s “Starprobe”, which he affectionately calls “Oma” after his Grand-
mother, is inherently smooth; built with rugged reliability and all the 
inherent safety features and locks, his travelling Elevating Work Platform 
provides a safe workplace that promotes efficient, cost effective, productive 
and enjoyable conditions for work, and the view is pretty good too!  Couple 
that with a great man at the wheel and Gippslanders you are truly in good 
hands.  Fully insured.  

For a quote on all your tree maintenance or tower hire needs send a mes-
sage to “Phill’s Trees & Tower Hire” on Facebook 
or call Phill on 0407 526304.

Phill Schuhmann has been servicing Gippslander’s arboreal needs for over 20 years.

NATIONAL COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATION - FULLY INSURED
The tallest cherry picker this side of Melbourne is avaible for hire.

Phill’s Tree & Tower Hire on Facebook or call 0407 526 304

Paid advertisement.
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Budgeree Resident Seeks Election to Council

High -profile Budgeree resident, Leanne Potter 
will contest the upcoming Local Government 
elections as an independent candidate, hoping 
to become the next member of South Ward in 
October’s election.
Mrs Potter announced her candidacy saying her 
bid was about making sure the region had good 
representation which was “reflective of our com-
munity. Rural communities need a stronger voice 
representing them in council.” 
From a fifth generation Budgeree farming family 
and community advocate Leanne Potter de-
scribed a need for change.  Leanne said “a com-
mitment to country values, along with the desire 
to improve roads, wellbeing and preserving his-
tory in the area, prompted her to stand”.  

“I will be a strong rural voice because of my 
grassroots experience of working in the com-
munity.  As the secretary of the Budgeree Hall 
for the last five years I have seen how impor-
tant it is for small communities to speak up 
and be heard by the decision makers, about 
what they want and need.  This doesn’t always 
happen at the moment.”  Mrs Potter said. 
“Women are the biggest users of council 
services so having greater female representa-
tion, a new dynamic perspective, which truly 
represents our community in council will also 
ensure better outcomes.  Leanne said “I think 

by being independent I have more autonomy to 
respond to the community needs and to advocate 
for them more effectively,”
Mrs Potter is Secretary of the Budgeree 
Hall Reserve, member of the Boolarra 
Community Development Group, rural 
representative on the Latrobe Health 
Assembly and founding Chair of the 
Budgeree Yinnar South, Jumbuk Com-
munity Recovery Committee.  Leanne 
said she would continue with these 
volunteer roles while working part-time 
at Lifeline Gippsland to raise awareness 
and reduce stigma around mental health 
and suicide prevention.
Mrs Potter said “I encourage voters to 
fill in the ballots as soon as they receive 

them so they don’t miss out having their say.  I 
am very much looking forward to the opportu-
nity to speak with people throughout our region 
as soon as stage 3 restrictions lift.  I will be visit-
ing each town and district.  Please come and say” 
hello” I am keen to hear your thoughts.”

Leanne Potter giving a voice to small communi-
ties
You can follow Leanne on Facebook  https://www.
facebook.com/Leannepotterlive
Or email leannepo26@gmail.com

Witten by Ryan Potter.
Leanne with Family.

Leanne at the Budgeree Hall.

Winter
Impressions

Photos provided by 
Paula Ryan.
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Biography
Melissa Ferguson is a young mum raising a small 
child so understands the hardships that families 
can endure. She lives in the South Ward, in Yin-
nar South and works in the Latrobe Valley. She is 
an experienced community worker and manager 
that founded a local charity that provides emer-
gency relief for drought stricken farmers. She 
led a major emergency bushfire relief program 
during the recent devastating bush fires in Gipp-
sland, aiding thousands of individuals in need.
Her work as a community leader and volunteer 
saw her awarded the 2018 Premier’s Impact 
Award and was a nominee for the Dame Eliza-
beth Murdoch Award.
Melissa is a graduate of the Gippsland Com-
munity Leadership Program and is qualified in 
Community Services, Counselling and Business 
Governance. She has followed her passion for 
Mental Health Advocacy as the CEO of Barrier 
Breakers Mental Health Advocacy service based 

in Traralgon with outreaches and offices in Sale 
and Bairnsdale.
She is extremely hard working, dedicated and is 
highly respected in the Latrobe Valley and Gipp-
sland Region. When elected as the representative 
of the South Ward of the Latrobe Valley council 
Melissa will represent all people and all sections 
of the community and has no party political 
affiliations as she believes there is no place for 
party politics in local government.
With a strong understanding of the community 
and a genuine concern and caring for people, she 
will make strong positive advancements for the 
residents of South Ward and will be a breath of 
fresh air within the Latrobe City Council with 
new ideas and as a true representative of the 
people.

Authorised by M Ferguson, 
Brewsters Rd, 
Yinnar South 3869.

Melissa Ferguson Questions 
Wind Farms and Turbines
Candidate in the Latrobe City Council elections 
in the South Ward Melissa Ferguson said there 
needed to be a lot more consultation and sig-
nificant new evidence that supports the Wind 
Farms before she would be supporting the pro-
posal. She said that what needs to be priority is 
the effect on the amenity to the residents in the 
proposed area for these structures. 
Melissa said that there are a lot of concerns in 
the Budgeree and Boolarra area that form part 
of the rural heart of South Ward and over one 
thousand people had objected and when elected 
she would be supporting the views of the effect-
ed residents. “I will always support the residents 
of the South Ward”
Melissa, being a significant figure in the initial 
and emergency relief during the recent bushfire 
disaster, said that these wind farm towers can 
be as high if not higher than the power station 
chimneys and if there was another bushfire 
disaster like what happened in the Boolarra area 
in 2009 with the Delburn Complex fire, many 
residents feel these wind farms could have a 
serious negative effect in the provision of fire 
fighting services to these areas including the use 
of firebombing from helicopters.
Melissa said amenity comes in many ways such 
as location, productivity and safety and residents 
buy and live in these areas based on what the 
area is and what it has to offer. They don’t expect 
such significant change to this amenity some-
where down the track. People deserve to feel safe 
in their own homes and I will always fight to 
insure the safety of the residents in any part or 
pocket of the South Ward and the Latrobe City.

Authorised by M Ferguson,
 Brewsters Rd,
Yinnar South 3869.

7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra Vic 3870 
Ph: 03 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523 

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE

Open: Monday to Friday, 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturdays, 9.00am to 11.00am 

except long weekends we will be closed.
Supplying all Australia Post Products - 

including Express, International
and Registered mail, Stamps, Packaging etc. Photocopying & Fax Service. 

Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals 
are also available. We also have some Gift Cards. 

Banking services are available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can 
help you do a Western Union Money Transfer. 

Travel Money/Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa Cards available 
here as well as the Travel Visa cards. 

We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.
We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, 

 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you 
are entitled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery. 

You may set up an email notification with us when mail is awaiting collection (Mail2Day).

Mary & Shannon & Team

Yinnar Fuel
 & Farm Supplies

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RANGE – GREAT SERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

+

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240
52 Main Street, Yinnar Vic 3869
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Illegal firewood collection 
on the rise in Victoria 
Information provided by the Conservation 
Regulator, Victoria.
More than 60 people have been caught illegally 
collecting firewood and felling trees on public 
land as part of a joint operation between the 
Conservation Regulator and Parks Victoria.
Since Operation Hollows began in March, for-
est and wildlife officers have been patrolling 
forests, parks and reserves across the state and 
have reported a major increase in illegal firewood 
activity.
The operation is targeting the unlawful removal 
of commercial quantities of firewood from public 
land, and suppliers of illegal firewood to reduce 
the loss of important habitat such as hollow logs 
and dead trees.
Habitat loss has a serious impact on iconic native 
species that rely on our forests to survive, such 
as the South-eastern Red-tailed Black Cockatoo, 
Greater Glider, Pygmy Possum, bat and owl spe-
cies.
Anyone caught illegally removing firewood can 
face a fine of up to $8,261, and vehicles and 
equipment may also be seized.
Commercial firewood suppliers need to have the 
appropriate licences and permits to collect and 
sell firewood in Victoria.
To report suspected illegal collection or selling of 
firewood call the Department of Environment, 
Land Water and Planning (DELWP) on 136 186.
The Conservation Regulator and Parks Victoria 
recognise that many people are facing significant 
hardship, having been impacted by drought, 
bushfires and now the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

and may be relying on firewood from state for-
ests for their heating needs.
Domestic firewood collection is only allowed in 
designated areas during the firewood collection 
season. For further information on firewood 

collection rules please visit: www.ffm.vic.gov.au.
Quotes attributable to Chief Conservation 
Regulator Kate Gavens:
“The illegal removal of wood from our forests has a 
devastating impact on our native wildlife.”
“We take the removal of illegal firewood seriously 
and there have been several court cases this year 
resulting in large fines.”
Quotes attributable to Parks Victoria Direc-
tor of Fire, Emergency and Enforcement 

David Nugent:
“It is important for anyone buying firewood checks 
where their supplier is sourcing the wood.
When firewood is illegally collected from parks 
and reserves it destroys trees and hollow logs that 
provide essential homes for birds, reptiles, native 
mammals like possums, gliders and bats.”

“Illegal firewood collection can also result in 
culturally significant trees being damaged or 
removed.”

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

Restoring the Old Boolarra Post Office

“The project scope includes a historical façade, verandah, decking, new roofing, cladding sewerage 
connection, rear extension and amenities with accessible unisex WC.” 
Funding amount $97,945 

Project timeline 
September 2019 – October 2020
 lva.vic.gov.au to find out more

‘Another Boolarra Folk Festival Pro-
ject’.



Page:  13   The Boolarra Link - September 2020

Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, 
Contact Dave for Free Quotes

Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au
Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley gravel

Apply for Mirboo North and District Commu-
nity Foundation’s Community Grants Program in 
September.
Has isolation stimulated your thoughts on how 
to strengthen your community, build capacity or 
help us reconnect with each other?  If so, an op-
portunity awaits your community organisation.
“Even during these challenging times, here at 
the Community Foundation we are interested in 
supporting projects that strengthen community 

or your community organisation, as well as ideas 
that concentrate on building capacity in our dis-
trict,” said Ruth Rogan, Executive Officer of the 
Community Foundation.
Celebrating its tenth anniversary, the Commu-
nity Grants Program applications are open for 
the whole month of September. Throughout these 
past ten years, the Community Foundation has 
granted more than $1.4 million to over 70 differ-
ent community or not-for-profit organisations lo-

cally. These community grants assist community 
groups with additional capital for major projects, 
opportunities to learn new skills and accessing 
resources.
“This year we are also aware that many commu-
nity organisations have not been meeting and are 
even taking a break.  This might not be the right 
time for your organisation to plan new projects 
and source funding.  However, you won’t lose 
out - community grant support will be available 
to you when you are ready.  If and when you 
are ready to kick off again, you can apply to the 
Community Foundation for an Out of Round 
grant in your own time,” explained Ruth.
Don’t be put off by the process; the Community 
Foundation will help you navigate your way 
through your application. Even though the Co-
Space is currently closed you can get in touch by 
phone on 0418 301 092, by emailing ruth.rogan@
mirboodistrictfoundation.org.au or by Facebook 
(@mirboodistrictfoundation).
The Community Foundation has supported 
many positive projects such as school mental 
health & well being programs, community access 
arts workshops, art mural restoration, all-ability 
playground equipment and community gardens 
projects.
The 2020 Grant Guidelines and Grant Applica-
tion Form will be available on the Community 
Foundation’s website from 1st September 2020.  
All applications close on 30th September 2020.

To apply:
https://mirboodistrictfoundation.org.au/apply-for-
a-grant/education-support/

Local people and past projects that we have helped to fund that we put together, some from Boolarra.
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News
Spring 2020

NOT the Pub with no Beer
 Well the Stage 3 restrictions are on again (at 
the time of writing).  Only takeaway drinks 
(3.00 -7.00pm daily), and takeaway food (5.30 
– 7.30pm, Friday to Sunday).  We’d better get 
used to it, because the Premier is contemplating 
on-again-off-again changes for 12 months more.  
Maybe we should be running an Unlock Day 
Sweep, with the winner the person who correctly 
predicts when things get back to normal? In the 
meantime, please support the pub by continu-
ing to buy your drinks and the delicious meals to 
consume in the safety of your home.
 Something that has got going at last!  The bistro 
heating system.  We hope we get to use it again 
this year.  Very comfortable it was too, on the few 
days we did use it – a great combination of the 
cosy wood fire, backed up with the central gas 
heating system. Thanks to all the volunteers who 
helped get this successful result.
For some reason I’m thinking about the Ameri-
can couple on their first trip to New Zealand 
(Land of the Long While Lockdown). 

He said to her “Honey, that must be a real suc-
cessful chain of restaurants.”
“Which one dear?”
“Why, the Tak-e-a-way group”.
Of course, when I went to the USA, I was smart 
enough (just) to realise that ToGo wasn’t a brand 
of coffee.
The Friends of Boolarra Hotel group has been in-
corporated, which formalises the fantastic efforts 
they’ve done supporting the pub.  Incorporation 
gives the group the ability to raise funds for com-
munity projects (such as Friday night raffles for 
various clubs and societies.) Unfortunately, there 
is no Concession rate for membership – it’s $1.00 
a year for everyone.  Application forms available 
at the bottle shop.
Bendigo Bank at Mirboo North has donated meal 
vouchers to the Hotel to recognise the efforts 

of people who are doing it well (e.g. frontline 
workers) or doing it hard.  Thank you to the Bank 
(which is where the pub does its banking),and 
thank you to the people who are keeping our 
region working and safe.
And of course, thank you to all the people who 
are supporting the hotel in various ways during 
this difficult time.
The Hotel is remaining flexible and responding to 
changes daily. Or, putting it another way, we can’t 
really promise to do anything for certain.  But 
the Events and Entertainment Committee has 
decided to plan events as if they will go ahead, 
and change / cancel them as necessary. We had 
four great functions last Summer, so let’s hope we 
can do the same in a few months’ time.  Fingers 
crossed.
 
Neil Clutterbuck.

Public Bar
Hours 3.00-7.00pm every day. 

Meals 5.30 - 7.30pm Fri - Sunday.

Contact
For up to date information or 

bookings phone 5159 6420

See our new Website:  www.boolarracommunityhotel.com.au

Knitting Kits Australia

For your convenience selected kits are 
now available at Boolarra General Store.

Kits feature natural fibre yarns, pattern and any 
accessories needed to complete your project. 

Needles available separately.

Knitting Yarns by Mail
114 Fox & Fanckes Rd Boolarra South

Open by appointment only
Phone Alison : 0408 992 927

Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au
Orders delivered free to Boolarra Street addresses

‘The Bistro Heating System’ ensures no annoying 
winter chill here at BCH...

Great main courses and fine desserts.
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BURNING ISSUES
BOOLARRA CFA NEWS

Quiet times for the Brigade over winter
Fortunately, the winter period has been very 
quiet for the Brigade. We have had very few turn-
outs and, as with the rest of the Victorian popula-
tion, the impact of Stage 3 COVID lockdowns 
has meant that we are not permitted to gather to 
train or to hold meetings. Any attendance at the 
station or on calls requires us to wear masks, sign 
in and record our temperatures and make sure 
we clean appliances and radios carefully after 
use. These protocols have become second nature 
now and helps to make sure we do our bit to help 
reduce the spread. We have had individual mem-
bers make sure our appliances are given regular 
maintenance runs and radios transmissions are 
checked, but that has been about it for attendance 
at the station. Our meetings have been held over 
Zoom and some theoretical training can be com-
pleted on-line through the CFA system. We are 
waiting further advice about how we conduct our 
pre-fire season preparation and expect that the 
State Government’s Road Map will help to shape 
our planning for that vital preparation.
Fire services reform
On July 1, Fire Rescue Victoria came into exist-
ence. The bulk of CFA career firefighters, includ-
ing the career staff at Morwell, Traralgon and 
Latrobe West (Moe) and all MFB firefighters 
transitioned across to this new organisation. 
Operationally, this has had no impact on the 
provision of protection to our communities. We 
will continue to work together to provide the best 
possible service to keep our communities safe. 
Seasonal outlook 2020 – 2021
The latest seasonal outlook suggests that the 
2010/21 fire season is likely to be ‘normal’ with 
a reduced risk of Campaign fires in the East due 
to the winter rains we have enjoyed. There is also 
the possibility of above average rainfall in spring, 
which increases the potential for flooding. The 
outlook map below shows the bushfire outlook 
for Australia through to November 2020 at the 
current point in time. Keep an eye out for further 
advice as we move into summer.
Your pre-fire season preparation
It is never too early to begin your preparations 
for the fire season and now, when we are spend-
ing more time at home due to COVID restric-
tions, is a perfect time to start your planning and 
preparation. The work each of us do as landown-
ers now reduces the risks to ourselves, our neigh-
bours and our bushland, helping to keep our 
community safe. Clear leaf litter, dead branches, 
overhanging trees and other potential fuel sourc-
es away from buildings and fence lines. Keep 
grass cut short. Check and test your fire-fighting 
equipment if you have it – pumps, hoses and tank 

connections. Replace 
anything that is dam-
aged or has perished. 
Review your summer 
fire plan – will you stay 
or go? Are you mentally 
prepared to fight a fire? 
Are you physically fit 
enough to fight a fire – 
possibly for many hours 
or even days? These are 
questions you need to 
be asking yourself as 
you prepare your sum-
mer fire plan each year.
Remember – our 
trucks need space to 
access properties
As part of your summer preparations, make 
sure your driveway and access tracks will allow 
tanker access. In the past we have been called to 
fires that we cannot get a truck into, due to dense 
overhanging trees along driveways and access 
tracks. The average firetruck needs a minimum of 
3.5 metres width and 4 metres height for ease of 
access.
Burning off safely
Once you have cleaned up your property, make 
sure you dispose of your green waste safely.   If 
you live in the residential zone of Boolarra, you 
are not allowed to burn off green waste and must 
take it to the council’s designated green waste dis-
posal facilities.  If your property is zoned Farm-
ing, Rural, Rural-Lifestyle and Rural/Residen-
tial, you do not need a permit to burn. However, 
you must adhere to the following conditions 
(Latrobe City Council By-laws):
•	 An adult is to be in attendance at all times.
•	 A minimum firebreak of 2 metres must be 

constructed around the area to be burnt.
•	 Sufficient water is to be on site to handle any 

emergency that may occur.
•	 Burning off must not commence before 

7.00am
•	 Burning off must not commence if winds 

are more than 15 kilometres per hour or the 
temperature is above 30 degrees Celsius.  If 
burning off has commenced, all fires MUST 
be extinguished immediately.

Notice must be given to each owner or occupier 
of land neighbouring the area to be burnt.
Call 1800 668 511 Vic Fire Ballarat to lodge your 
intention to burn.
The brigade has a community firefighting trailer 
that is available for people to borrow. This has a 
400 litre tank, pump and hoses. Please contact 
the Captain on 0408 173 637 if you would like to 
have this when you are burning off.

Juniors
Sadly, due to first the East Gippsland Campaign 
Fires and then COVID restrictions, our Junior 
Programme has been on hold this year. We hope 
to be able to resume in 2021.
Brigade open day
Our annual Open Day is also on hold due to 
COVID. However, the CFA website has a great 
deal of useful information to assist you. Go to 
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare and you 
will find a wealth of information to help you. You 
can also message us through our Facebook page 
(Boolarra CFA) and one of our members will get in 
touch with you.

Di Billingsley,
Captain.

River Road  
Electrical Services

Domestic, Rural
Industrial, 

Commercial
Bruce Craddock

Mobile: 0427 696 640

 rec 9532
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Boolarra Historical Society News

The reintroduction of the lockdown in Victoria 
has meant more pain for essential service work-
ers as well as the general public. Last edition we 
focused on the role of doctors and especially 
nurses who are at the front line of the struggle 
with this virus, and we remembered their role in 
the past times, coping with the emergencies of 
birth, death and general mishaps without mod-
ern transport and medical supports. But let’s 
consider another cohort – teachers (and parents). 
This COVID-19 has skewed our usual societal 
roles. Teachers have had to become IT special-
ists and video performers while parents are now 
amateur teachers and facilitators. Both roles are 
normally tiring but especially at this time. We are 
now so aware and appreciative of the teacher’s 
burden. We hope it all ends soon.
It was with the coming of the railway in 1884 that 
Boolarra came into being. The first settlers were 
farmers and timber workers. The workers that 
built the railway swelled the numbers in town 
and pressed for a school. Among the newcom-
ers to town was the Robert Irving family arriv-
ing from Ballarat via Morwell. Robert set up a 
bakery in town and his son, John Irving, having 
taught for a few years in Morwell, took up the 
position of headmaster of the new school open-
ing in Boolarra. He hoped to settle here as he had 
married Georgina Grant of Yinnar in 1880 and 
his young family was growing. Student numbers 
in Boolarra had grown too and accommodat-
ing them proved troublesome. The Education 
Department’s first arrangement was less than 
satisfactory. Ivan Maddern writes: The school 
has had three locations. For nearly a year it had 
a miserable existence in a temporary hut on low 
ground. The floor was at ground level so that, in 
the winter, stagnant water oozed up through the 
cracks. To get into the school children struggled 
through a sea of mud, often losing their shoes 
and boots. 
By 1885 a new Presbyterian church was built and 
leased to the Department. School was conducted 
there quietly until Head Teacher Irving reported 
to the Department: the warm weather of the last 

few days has brought out the snakes 
in great numbers…..Tiger snakes (the 
worst here) are seen almost every day 
within a few yards of the building. 
They cannot be killed for they are 
under cover in an instant.
Pressure from parents and business 
people and Mr Irving’s polite but 
persistent letters finally produced the 
desired result. Permission to build a 
school and residence was given and 
Mr Irving’s school and residence 
opened in February 1890, on the cor-
ner of Tarwin and Irving Streets. 

Life for the headmaster was progressing success-
fully. He was popular in the town, was a good 
public speaker and played the violin often with 
his sisters, Christina and Barbara, who were 
musicians. According to the Morwell Advertiser 
in July 1892 he received a glowing report for his 
pupils’ results from the Departmental Inspec-
tor. He won a Royal Humane Society medal for 
attempting to rescue a housekeeper from fire 
that same year. The house keeper did not sur-
vive, unfortunately, and John Irving was severely 
burnt and was hospitalized for several weeks. The 
award was presented by Lord Hopetoun, Gover-
nor of Victoria at the time. 
Then tragedy struck him personally. Mr Irvine 
developed Bright’s Disease at the age of 38 and 
died in 1894, just ten years after his arrival in 
Boolarra. His wife Georgina and their eight chil-
dren vacated the residence and had to move back 
to Morwell, where she opened a boarding house 
to make ends meet. Her brother, John Grant had 
settled in Budgeree with his wife in the 1890s, 
and their daughter Alma’s subsequent marriage 
to Herbert Richards produced the well-known 
Richards family. John Irving was Jack and Ian 
Richards’ great uncle by marriage. Boolarra was 

privileged to have had this talented teacher at its 
beginning.
********************
Research for this article was provided by Ivan Maddern’s 
historical notes, Roz Carstairs’ Twelve Mile Peg and Faye 
Thompson’s research at Morwell Historical Society.
*******************
 Boolarra and District Historical Society is 
closed for an indefinite time depending on 
Coronavirus isolation rules. New members are 
always welcome, and information on our activi-
ties can be obtained from Harry Price (0429 
696 241), Judy Webster (5169 6351) or Beth 
Price (5169 6241).

Mr John Irving, first headmaster.

Boolarra State School and residence.

Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
 

Rob Franssen & Dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

If No Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal
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After the first wave of COVID-19 we closed the 
Shed on 23 March 2020 and re-opened on 1 June 
2020. Now given the second wave of COVID-19, 
we closed the Shed on 3 August 2020 for who 
knows how long. In the two months that we 
were open we managed to complete a number of 
projects, not the least of which was putting the 
finishing touches to the lead light window and 
re-installing it in the Catholic Church in Main 
Street Yinnar.
On Monday 29 June 2020 we held our AGM and 
the following old codgers were elected to the po-
sitions below:

President:   Michael L Watt
Vice President:  Joseph Schutte
Secretary/Treasurer and Public Officer: 
   Doug Black
Non-executive members: 
   Lawrie Havrillay
   Hans Kasbach
   Alex Stevenson 
   Malcolm Thompson
I thank the previous committee for their com-
mitment and hard work and welcome the in-

coming committee for the next 12 months.
LADIES and GENTLEMEN: Would you like to 
learn basic wood working and/or welding skills? 
If you are interested in learning new skills please 
give the writer a call on 51 696 286 to discuss 
your area/s of interest and we will see how we 
can accommodate you post COVID-19.
To the males in the Boolarra and district com-
munity who have not experienced the cama-
raderie of the Boolarra Men’s Shed, why don’t 
you come along on any Monday or Wednesday 
between 10:00am and 4:00pm (after the current 
lockdown is over) and have a chat and a cuppa 
or a soft drink. You might be pleasantly sur-
prised what the Shed and its members hold in 
store for you.
In the meantime, I hope everyone stays well and 
does the right thing to keep all of us in Boolarra 
and the wider community safe during the life of 
this pandemic.

Michael L Watt,
President.

BOOLARRA MEN’S SHED 

Active In Our Community
Just recently we’ve had some very sad news, 
our long-time member and good friend Car-
la Van Zuylen passed away.  Over the past 
couple of years Carla unfortunately endured 
some very difficult health problems, hence 
her and her husband Andre’s lifestyle changed 
dramatically. She did her best to keep a posi-
tive spin on things.  In good times Carla was 
one of the first to arrive and one of the last 
to leave our meetings each week, and we al-
ways looked forward to the delicious treats 
she bought for us when we had our shared 
lunches. Carla was very talented both in cro-
chet and knitting, and soon after joining our 
group she learnt to spin - which she took to 
without any effort.
When Anne was diagnosed with cancer Carla 
knitted a very cosy, warm pair of socks for her 
to wear to her treatments, which Anne took 
great comfort in doing.
Carla will be well remembered for her role as 
food coordinator with The Food and Wine 
club. She was known for her educated pal-
ate.  At Wool Group and Patchwork she was 
known for her fastidious craft work and her 
willingness to give advice or a helping hand. 
Kerryn remembers her for helping her out of 
many knitting pickles.
In gardening club, she also demonstrated 
a wide knowledge.  She had a great sense of 
style and was always prepared to get involved, 
donate food or wine and roll up her sleeves. 
She had quite a wicked sense of humour and a 
talent for dropping the odd ‘one-liner’ or two 
when the occasion presented itself.
I will miss sitting beside her on the little black 
couch, making sure to stay clear so as not to 
have my eye poked out by the very long dou-
ble pointed needles she preferred to use while 
knitting socks, (the Dutch way).
Some pictures are included of Carla and her 
work and using her deadly needles.
We are sorry to lose her, but it’s good to know 
she is suffering no more.
Rest in Peace Carla.

Lois Thornton (member). 

WOOL GROUP 
YARNING

In memory of Vale Carla Van Zuylen, 
showing some of her work.
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russell northe mLa
Member of Morwell

COVID-19
The COVID-19 pandemic continues to be with 
us and its impacts are being felt right across the 
community. Unfortunately the Latrobe Valley has 
experienced a number of COVID-19 cases and 
our thoughts are with those individuals and fami-
lies who are contending with such circumstances.
Whilst I understand there are varying views and 
opinions on the restrictions imposed in response 
to COVID-19, I must say that in my observations 
the Latrobe Valley community has done a fan-
tastic job in their compliance of the rules such as 
the wearing of face coverings and social distanc-
ing rules. Whether we like the rules or not it is 
important that we continue to heed the health 
advice being provided and adhere to the restric-
tions in place.
Despite such challenging times, it has been ter-
rific to witness the generosity and community 
spirit of so many people who are going over and 
beyond the call of duty in a number of ways. 
Whether it’s our healthcare workers working an 
enormous amount of hours in caring for those in 
need, or people volunteering their time to make 
masks, there are examples replete of local people 
looking out for other local people.

This also extends to the local business communi-
ty whose generosity in the challenging economic 
climate has shone through on a regular basis. 
The reality is many businesses are doing it damn 
tough at the moment and the support of the local 
community is needed now more than ever. As I 
have stated many times, small businesses are of-
ten the backbone of many regional communities. 
They employ local people; they use local services 
and suppliers, and they support our local schools, 
community groups and sporting and recreation 
clubs. Whilst it might be convenient to shop on-
line and purchase goods and services from afar, I 
urge everyone to think of the benefits that shop-
ping locally brings to our community and our 
local economy.
Local Activities
Keeping active and exercising during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic is really important for one’s 
health and mental health. Whether it be taking 
the dog for a walk; or going for a jog or a ride 
along the magnificent Grand Ridge Rail Trail; 
there are opportunities within the COVID re-
strictions to keep healthy and active whilst visit-
ing some great local sites in and around the Bool-
arra community. As restrictions have evolved and 
changed, it is imperative to keep a close eye on 
the Coronavirus website for regular updates.
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus

Boolarra Folk Festival 
It has been fantastic to see business, community 
groups and local events adapt to the COVID-19 
restrictions and come up with creative ways to 
stay engaged with the community. One of those 
events is the Boolarra Folk Festival which is seek-
ing to amend its format to ensure the safety of the 
audiences and community. COVID-19 has made 
it extremely difficult to host the regular outdoor 
festival in 2021, so the Boolarra Folk Festival is 
going virtual!! The festival will be streamed out 
to the world to promote the event over two days 
commencing on 27 February 2021. The format 
for the 2021 festival will stream live with selected 
musicians who have performed over the last 18 
years, hosted by a special and well-known pre-
senter. The Boolarra Folk Festival will use inno-
vative ways to promote the market stall holders 
and community groups that have made been a 
major part of previous festivals. Keeping music 
live during these tough times is important for 
health and wellbeing, the members of the Bool-
arra Folk Festival should be commended on their 
new and innovative approach in hosting the 2021 
for an even wider audience.

10 Years of Service. 

Monday 20 July 20, the Mirboo North & District 
Community Bank celebrated 10 Years of Service 
for Kim Farquharson, Susan Clarke and Alan 
Bannister.
They were treated to a surprise morning tea in 
branch with a beautiful cake from Sweet Life 
Café.
“Their talents and efforts have been instrumental 
in the success of our business and
we take pride in their accomplishments and 
commitment to excellence,” said Chair, Warren 
Warner. “The Board and I sincerely appreciate 
their hard work and efforts year after year. Con-
gratulations on 10 years of service!”
After a decade as Branch Manager, Alan has 
taken on an exciting new role as Business Devel-
opment Manager. Alan joined the Mirboo North 
branch at its inception 10 years ago after having 
worked at the Neerim South branch.
In his busy life Alan loves spending time with his 
grandkids. He and wife Wendy also enjoy creat-
ing beautiful photography.
Working alongside Alan, Kim and Susan make 
fine colleagues, as Customer Service Officers with 

Kim undertaking the 
senior role. They both 
have many years of 
experience not only in 
customer service, but 
also in banking know-
how.
Kim has had a couple 
of roles within the 
bank, but what she 
does best is customer 
service: coming to the 
bank with previous 
experience, Kim has 
shared her expertise in 
how to bring knowl-
edge and caring to 
every customer.
In her spare time, Kim 
loves gardening, drink-
ing good coffee, and spending time with her 
beautiful dog.
Those of you who remember the days when the 
bank in town was the State Bank of Victoria will 
know that Susan has in fact done many more 
than 10 years of banking in this town.
From State Bank to Commonwealth Bank. From 
Commonwealth Bank to Bendigo Bank Agency 
and from Agency to Community Bank, Susan has 
had many uniforms!

In her time away from work, she loves to play 
tennis, spending time with her family, and makes 
a great morning tea!
Kim, Susan and Alan have played a vital role in 
an expert team contributing to the evolution of 
great banking services for Mirboo North and its 
district, and the wonderful community asset it is 
today.

Mirboo North & District 
Community Bank® 
Branch
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School is looking and feeling a little different for 
the last two terms. Flexible and Remote learn-
ing has given us all the opportunities to develop 
new skills, particularly in the area of 
technology. 
Our students are using a platform 
called SeeSaw, where learning tasks 
are uploaded by teachers. Our 

teachers use a range of methods 
such as video, worksheets, interac-
tive games and learning tasks that 
are to be completed in student’s workbooks. We 
are also conducting learning groups on We-
bEx so we can talk and discuss topics in person 
[almost!]. Every second Wednesday we have a 
catch-up day, and on the alternative Wednes-
day we run a Themed Wellbeing Day. Our most 
recent Wellbeing Day had a science theme, to 
coincide with National Science Week. This day 
culminated in an exploding watermelon! We 

were one of 300 schools across Australia to par-
ticipate in this experiment to answer the question 
‘How many elastic bands does it take to explode a 
watermelon?’ Our answer was 467! As we are still 
open for families who need us to be, our on-site 
students took it in turns to place elastic bands 
around the watermelon until the pressure was 

such it exploded. We live streamed our experi-
ment on YouTube. For the beginning of spring 
our theme is “Spring has Sprung”. We are looking 
forward to another fun day.
This year, we have begun implementing a music 
program at the school. It has been disrupted by 
the pandemic, however we are really looking for-
ward to developing this program further during 
Term 4. As part of our partnership with Duet, we 
have received $6,500 worth of new instruments. 
For a small school this well and truly meets our 
needs, enabling every child to learn new skills. 
We believe that offering a broad curriculum is 
important in the development of the whole child. 
We run a very popular STEAM Program (sci-
ence, technology, engineering, art and maths). 
Last year in STEAM our senior students designed 

and built nesting boxes for 
native birds and mammals. 
These are now mounted 
around the school, pro-
viding shelter to our lo-
cal wildlife. Students also 
researched and built a Frog 
Bog on site to make our 
school frog friendly. Sen-
ior students were involved 
in a project with CSIRO 
in which they assembled 
Smog boxes and installed 
them at their homes for 
a week, to monitor and 
collect data on the smoke 
levels in Boolarra. 
In addition to this we also 
run a popular Arts pro-

gram, which includes Visual and Performing 
Arts. Every second year our students are involved 
in a whole school performance, this will occur in 
2021. The school also runs a program in Man-
darin, with native speaking teachers outsourced 
from Kurnai College.
In addition to this we also run a popular Arts 
program, which includes Visual and Performing 
Arts. Every second year our students are involved 
in a whole school performance, this will occur in 
2021. The school also runs a program in Man-
darin, with native speaking teachers outsourced 
from Kurnai College.
Outside play and socialisation is important to 
children and we ensure that our students have 
many choices during recess and lunch. Play 
equipment is not cheap, but in the last year we 
have been able to install two major pieces and 
the majority of funds have come from our com-
munity. Thank you! We are one of the few schools 
that has a swing, our students love it. This term, 
the school was able to purchase a new piece of 
playground equipment that was chosen by our 
student leaders. We are extremely grateful to our 
community for the support they provided in rais-
ing funds for this project.

Every year schools focus on areas they wish to 
improve. This year our major foci have been in 
the areas of numeracy and positive behaviour. 
During Term One, we held a curriculum day 
where we invited Michael Ymer, an expert in the 
field of mathematics, to up-skill our teachers. 
Our focus was engaging students in numeracy. 
This resulted in our teachers further growing 
their skill set in teaching numeracy through 
games and hands on activities. To support this 
initiative, the school has purchased approximate-
ly $2,000 worth of equipment for classrooms. To 
learn mathematical concepts, students need to 
build models and manipulate materials, so they 
fully understand the concepts behind written 
methods.
We believe that students need to be connected 
and engaged with their school and this underpins 
positive behaviour. We are working on building 
on our current strategies with a focus on reward-
ing students for positive attitudes towards school 
and learning. To achieve a greater sense of com-
munity, we will continue to run whole school 
activities organised by our student leaders, so we 
all remain connected. Our student leaders are 
currently planning a whole school activity session 
during Flexible and Remote Learning. Whilst this 
provides a few challenges, we strongly believe 
students learn valuable skills through leadership.
Enrolments are currently open for the 2021 year. 
We encourage interested families to contact Su-
san Duncan (Principal) as soon as possible so we 
can discuss what we have to offer. Unfortunately, 
with our current restrictions we are unable to 
accommodate school tours, however we have a 
Virtual Tour on our website. Click on the Virtual 
Tour icon on our website front page. To under-
stand more about what we believe in and do, click 
on the About Us drop down box and go to the 
Parent Handbook. Our school provides fabulous 
opportunities for students. Our 2021 grades are 
all under 20, based on current enrolments, and 
our junior class looks like there will be less than 
12 students. That’s a lot of one to one support our 
teachers will be giving our students. Having small 
grades enables all staff to teach to the individual 
child. We are proud of our close-knit community 
and how well we 
understand and 
know each and 
every child in our 
school.

Exploding watermelon.

Fun on our new play equipment and Swing

New music equipment.

Whole school Theme Day DOTS.
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Dear Editors 

If every person on this planet does not start mak-
ing sacrifices soon, then very soon we will be the 
endangered species. This not-in-my-backyard 
selfishness is very typical of the way people in af-
fluent societies behave these days.
Where was the Community Alliance when 70% 
of Victorian old growth forests where cut down 
for timber, wood chip and toilet paper or the 
one lone farmer and his New Zealand mate who 
managed to poison and shoot over 400 Wedge-
tailed Eagles in East Gippsland a couple of years 
ago, nothing but a deafening silence?
People can quote facts and figures all day long 
from the internet - it will tell you the Earth is flat 
if you want it to be.

Jim Rasmussen, 
Budgeree.

I do not live near the proposed wind farm and I 
am not taking sides in the pro or anti discussion; 
I can see reason both ways. I suspect it will go 
ahead regardless of what anyone thinks anyway. 
That is how corporations work.
 I do wonder though – what is in this for the peo-
ple who are directly affected by the wind farm? 
And others in the surrounding district? What are 
the local benefits? Will electricity be supplied lo-
cally much cheaper than before?  Or will it all be 
sent off down the lines to Melbourne? If it’s not 
cheaper locally – why not?
 
Owen Rye,
Boolarra South.

Poor Checks & Balances for Wind Farm 
Development

It is the responsibility of government depart-
ments to present advice to ministers that is 
balanced. Input must be sought from all stake-
holders. Individual proposals should be analysed 
based on their merits. An industrial scale wind 
farm in a bushfire prone forest surrounded by 
townships and lifestyle properties is a far cry 
from one in a sparsely populated, broad acre 
farming region. Yet the State Government sees 
little distinction.
This is because the wind industry is running the 
show. After loosening regulations, the govern-
ment maintains an arms-length approach to wind 
farm developments. Those connected to the in-
dustry write the guidelines and assess compliance 
with regulations. DELWP and the EPA simply 
lack the technical expertise, capacity and desire 
for effective oversight. Planning panels invariably 
decide in favour of the developer when inde-
pendent experts challenge the findings of assess-
ments. The State Government simply blames the 
industry when things go wrong.
Local people most impacted by wind farms are 
deliberately sidelined. Government representa-
tives have deflected concerns about the proposed 
Delburn Wind Farm on the basis that no plan-
ning application has been lodged. However, the 
wind farm site is already appearing in DEWLP 
planning documents. Developers clearly have the 
ear of government.

Anette Thompson.

Bald Hills court case
What is the impact of the recent court decision 
on Bald hills Wind Farm on the future of Del-
burn Wind Farm?
None!  The court decision confirmed that the 
South Gippsland Shire followed proper proce-
dure in arriving at its decision regarding report-
ed noise nuisance caused by the wind farm. It 
made no finding on the correctness of the deci-
sion.
The council found, after an investigation, that 
there was audible noise in the complainant’s 
houses although no measurements were made.  
And that this noise constituted a noise nuisance 
under local laws.  It directed the parties to ne-
gotiate an agreed outcome.  It has no power to 
arbitrate a resolution.
The court’s decision does not reflect on the wind 
farm’s compliance with its operating conditions.  
The conditions relating to noise, flicker, etc.  are 
part of the State’s environmental laws and regula-
tions and Bald Hills operates within its condi-
tions as part of it’s license to operate.
OSMI is planning to operate the Delburn Wind-
farm within the limits imposed by current laws 
and regulations.  It is working hard to ensure 
that it is well within the limits set by the laws and 
regulations.  Whether these laws and regulations 
are appropriate in all situations is a separate is-
sue. 
The decision suggests that any person who has 
concerns about how the proposed windfarm 
might affect them should be talking to OSMI 
now about their specific situation and how any 
potential issues can be resolved.

Trevor Hoare

Delburn Wind Farm – Social license not 
granted.

OSMI’s proposal to build an industrial sized wind 
farm in the pine plantation above the town has 
been quietly moving forward, with boxes ticked 
and legislative requirements met.
Peter Marriot, OSMI’s director has told me that 
he intends to apply for a Planning Permit this 
year, within the next month or two.
Once that permit goes in and the Planning Min-
ister calls for comments the local community has 
only one month to make their opinions known. 
There is such a thing as a social license to operate, 
where there is ongoing approval for the project 
within the local community.  OSMI can in no 
way claim to have that.
Given that it is OSMI’s intention to apply for 
a permit very soon, and that we will only have 
one month to make our feelings known, now is 
the time for us all to be thinking about what this 
proposed wind farm will mean for us.
Now is the time to start thinking and writ-
ing down how this proposal has impacted you 
already and what impacts being asked to live with 
these 33 250mt turbines will have for you now 
and over the next 25-30 years.

Angela Noone, 
Boolarra.

Website: http://www.boolarralink.org.au/catego-
ry/arround-boolarra/community-issues/delburn-
wind-farm/

See full letter on our Website.

See full letter on our Website.

KEN GRAEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo North 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester 
& Service Centre

Disclaimer:
The views expressed in this article are the views of the 
article author and not necessarily of The Boolarra Link 
committee, after checking all facts please make up your own 
opinion.

See full letter on our Website.

For full 
Delbeurne Wind 
Farm content 

scan the code or 
go see weblink.
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Embrace the Renewal 
Strzelecki Sustainable Futures 

During this COVID-19 
pandemic we’ve had the 
opportunity to assess what 
is valuable in our lives, and 
how we can best protect 
the vulnerable from dan-
ger.
The State Government’s 

focus on the health and welfare of all it’s citizens 
and a slow and steady approach has been inclu-
sive in it’s requirement for all of us to unite in a 
common cause. We have assisted at our own local 
level, to avert what could otherwise have been a 
total disaster.
In a similar way global climate change, with its 
escalation of horrific weather events, requires us 
to unite in a common cause, at a local level, to 
protect vulnerable communities everywhere.
It is heartening to see the State Government also 
help protect us from the threats of climate change 
by announcing it will repower the State’s schools, 
hospitals and metropolitan train network with 
renewable energy by building 600 megawatts of 
new wind and solar projects. This will create jobs 
at this critical time.

Catheryn Thompson,
Strzelecki Sustainable Futures.

See full article on our Website.

OSMI MET Tower Vandal-
ism ‘NOT ON’ says SSF.   
Community group Strzelecki Sustainable Futures 
(SSF) has become aware that the Osmi Met wind 
monitoring mast has been seriously vandalised 
and has now been lowered for safety reasons.
The SSF said it was alarmed by this act of vandal-
ism, which has created an unsafe and dangerous 
site potentially putting people’s lives at risk.
“It’s not on”, says SSF’s Catheryn Thompson, 
“Putting people’s lives at risk is not part of our 
community ethic”.
The SSF condemns this action as a totally inap-
propriate way to express disagreement with the 
Wind Farm proposal.

Cath Thompson and Trevor Hoare,
On behalf of SSF.

See full article on our Website.

Boolarra currently has around 
$20,000 available for com-
munity projects under this 
program.

The Seven Small Towns 
Minor Capital Works Fund-

ing Program represents an important contribu-
tion by Latrobe City Council to infrastructure 
improvements within the seven small towns. The 
program encourages the Township Association 
within the seven small towns to work with La-
trobe City Council to achieve positive outcomes 
for the betterment of their communities and the 
citizens that live there. 

The Program applies to Latrobe City’s seven small 
towns:
•	 Boolarra;
•	 Glengarry; 
•	 Toongabbie; 
•	 Traralgon South; 
•	 Tyers; 
•	 Yallourn North; 
•	 Yinnar. 

The Township Associations within the seven 
small towns are identified as the only organisa-
tions that are eligible to submit a project for 
consideration through this Program. 

The Program assists the ongoing development 
of public infrastructure such as improvement to 
buildings, access for people with disability, reno-
vations, pathways, repairs, major items of equip-
ment, contributing to the overall development of 
the municipality. 
Examples of projects that may be considered for 
funding:
•	 Renovations or repairs to public buildings 

and club rooms. This includes painting, 
plumbing, kitchen replacement and floor cov-
ering. For projects not covered under coun-
cils scheduled maintenance program.

•	 Works to grounds. Including landscaping, 
sprinkler systems and fencing.

•	 Major items of equipment valued at $500 or 
more. Including air conditioners and ride on 
mowers.

•	 Development of plans.
•	 Construction of pathways.
•	 Purchase and installation of park bench seat-

ing or picnic tables for a public park.
•	 Fencing or bollards around a skate park, play-

ground or hall.
•	 Purchase and construction of a shed.
•	 Beautification of township entrances.
•	 Latrobe City will only support projects that 

provide an amenity to a broad section of the 

community, so a club specific initiative is 
unlikely to be supported. For instance, if the 
Footy Club wanted funding to relace the nets 
behind the goal, it would not be supported. 
However, if they wanted to install reverse 
cycle heating in the social rooms, which are 
available for general community use, then 
that would meet the criteria.

If groups are interested in applying for the fund-
ing, they should contact the Boolarra Commu-
nity Development Group. There is no closing date 
for this funding. 
You can also read the Seven Small Towns Minor 
Capital Works Program guidelines, which are 
available on the Latrobe City Council website.
Things to consider when planning your submis-
sion:
•	 If the total project cost is up to $5,000 you 

will need to provide one written quote. If the 
total project cost is over $5,000 you will need 
to provide two written quotes. Quotes must 
be provided by a registered tradesperson or 
registered business.

•	 Current Certificate of Public Liability that 
will be used to cover the project.

•	 Written approval from other user groups who 
may share the existing facilities associated 
with the project.

•	 Evidence of permission from the asset owner 
to complete the project.

•	 A copy of the minutes of the Township Asso-
ciation identifying it as a priority project.

•	 The need to provide an acquittal for the 
project once completed. (Latrobe City likes 
photos as well.)

I hope this strikes a chord with a number of 
groups. We are happy to discuss potential pro-
jects, and if it doesn’t fit under this one, then 
perhaps we are aware of an alternative source.

Colin Brick,
Boolarra Community Development Group.

Latrobe City funding opportunity:
Seven Small Towns Minor Capital Works 

Disclaimer:
The views expressed in this article are the views of the 
article author and not necessarily of The Boolarra Link 
committee, after checking all facts please make up your 
own opinion. Crimson Rosella, photo provided by Paula Ryan.
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The upcoming 20/21 Pennant Season start date has been pushed back from 
the usual October kick off due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The State 

Government decision in the next week or two on the easing of current restrictions, will determine 
if the season will start in November or January 2021. The easing of restrictions will potentially al-
low members to practise on the green whilst meeting any social distancing and face mask require-
ments.
Currently the green is in fantastic condition, one of the very few positives from the current pan-
demic. All the hard work from Bob Allen and his hard workinghard-working assistants before 
the current restrictions hit have paid off, with the green ready for bowls weeks ahead of schedule. 
Hopefully, we will get the chance to use it for the coming season.
The AGM was held in June just before the restrictions came into force with a changing of the guard 
occurring in all positions with the exception of Vice President.
•	 President – Graeme Colbert
•	 Vice President - Terry Parker
•	 Secretary – Travis Baker
•	 Treasurer – Janet Napier
•	 Asst Treasurer - Jackie Baker
•	 Board Members: Angela Mazou, David Caldwell, Stan Williams.
The Club would like to thank former board members Bob Allen, Pam Allen and Roz Carstairs for 
their tireless efforts and exceptional management over the previous years which has helped place 
the Club in good stead for future seasons to come. They will continue to be an important part of 
the club, andclub and are looking forward to taking a step or two back from their prior duties to 
make way for the up and coming youngsters of the club..

Travis Baker,
Secretary,
Boolarra Bowling Club.

Boolarra Bowling Club

Social Christmasing @ Budgeree Hall
The Budgeree Christmas Tree has been running consecutively for 133 
years, starting in 1887 when the first school opened.  The children per-
formed and the community sang carols together before Santa arrived to 
handout lollies.  That tradition has continued. Continuing even after the 
school closed in 1993 until 2020 arrived.
The Budgeree Hall Committee faced a challenge.  Do we risk organising a 
Christmas Tree only to have to cancel due to restrictions?  Do we cancel 
for the first time in 137 years?  Do we reschedule?  What we knew for sure 
was we would not risk the health of our community.  
On Friday December 4 2020 at 7.30pm the Budgeree Christmas Tree will 
go ahead, but with a twist.  We are doing Social Christmasing, 2020 style, 
live on the Budgeree Hall Facebook page.  To keep everyone safe, no-one 

will be attending the hall.   We will live stream the beautiful Duenna sing-
ing carols and Santa will drop by at 8pm to say hello to all the kids watch-
ing.  Parents will be able to send through a special message for Santa to 
read out for their child.
As the Christmas Tree is our only fundraiser for the year, we will still be 
holding our raffle.  Tickets will be for sale around Boolarra before the 
Christmas Tree and the winner will be drawn out live.
Thank you for your continued support of our historical hall and we are so 
looking forward to seeing you all face to face in 2021.

Leanne Potter,
Secretary,
Budgeree Hall Reserve 
Committee.
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Well in any normal year we would be at the busi-
ness end of the season by now. Celebrating finals 
or commiserating the end of our year, prepara-
tions would be getting made for presentation 
night. Not in 2020! What a disappointing year it 
has been and with a bit of luck we can be back to 
normal in 2021 and back in action.
The biggest change for 2021, however, is the Mid 
Gippsland Football Netball League accepting the 
applications of Fish Creek, Stony Creek, Toora, 
Tarwin, Foster and MDU (Meeniyan Dumbalk 
United) to join our league. It was put to a vote at 
a special general meeting of the Mid Gippsland 
Football Netball League clubs, with a majority of 
the clubs accepting the new teams. We now have 
a 15 team competition which will strengthen 
the League. The Boolarra Football Netball Club 
would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
the new clubs into our league and look forward 
to the new competition and maybe new rivalries.
In some good news our longest serving Senior 
Coach, Tony Giardina, has re-committed for 
2021 and is busy working hard retaining our 
2020 list and recruiting new players. Unfortu-
nately for the club, Reserves Coach and 1997 
Senior Premiership star Damian Smith has 
decided to step down from the job in 2021. We 
would like to thank Damo for the last 2 years 
service and look forward to seeing him around 
the Club. 
You will notice a bit of change around the Club 
next season as many projects will be completed. 
The most exciting of them is the new electronic 
scoreboard that is in the process of planning and 
construction. With help from a federal govern-
ment grant, club funds and a lot of donated 

time/materials/skilled labour, we hope to have 
the scoreboard operational by next season. It 
will have the capacity to also play movies on the 
screen allowing for possible movie nights in the 
future. 
We have also been lucky enough to receive fund-
ing for a new drinking fountain via Gippsland 
Water, and a new Bain-marie and benchtop 
display fridge for the canteen. 
The Club would like to thank our hard-working 
team behind these new projects and grant ap-
plications, as we push forward to improving the 
infrastructure and facilities.
We are always looking for more volunteers and 
helpers at the Club. We are a small community 
club and rely on locals to fill roles. Please do not 
hesitate to come forward if you think you can fill 
a role at the Club, no matter how small. President 
Simon Buglisi and Netball President Gabrielle 
Francis-Foreman are very eager to get more 
people into roles at the Club to ease the burden 
on long-serving volunteers that have taken on 
too much. The club is working on a spreadsheet 
of jobs that need to be done in order for things 
to run smoothly. We intend to send this around 
for all our members and supporters to see, and 
hopefully there will be something on the list that 
you can do. Now, more than ever, we need people 
stepping up to lend a hand and to do their bit for 
our club.
You can keep up to date with all club news via 
our Facebook page “Boolarra Football Netball 
Club”.
The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to 
thank their valued sponsors for Season 2020 and 
welcome all new sponsors that have jumped on 

board since last season. We ask that you support 
these businesses as they support our community 
club.
We are also always on the hunt for new sponsors. 
Darren Napier once again is leading the sponsor-
ship drive. If you would like more information 
on packages don’t hesitate to contact Naps.

Simon Buglisi.

Boolarra Football netball Club 
FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935

WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to 
thank their valuable sponsors for Season 2019 and 
welcome them back for Season 2020 and ask that 

you get behind and support these businesses as they 
support our community club. 

Morwell Club, Prorent, Tony Antonelli Accounting, 
MC Civil and Landscaping, Boolarra Community 
Hotel, Mirboo North and District Community Bank, 
Devtree Pty Ltd, Boolarra Fish Farm, Gibson Ground-
spread, Latrobe City, Yinnar Community Hotel, 
Boolarra Post Office, Boolarra Store, Trafalgar Mens 
& Boyswear, Jims Building Inspections, Tradeweld, 
Valley Trophy Centre, Strzelecki Plumbing, J Smith 
Motors, Monacellars Wine & Spirits, Prosper Val-
ley Excavations, Cervis Equipment, Riviera Display 
Kitchens, Mirboo North Golf Club, Kennedy Haul-
age/ Driffield Quarries, Prosper Valley Gravel, Out 
of Dough, Willaton Transport, BJ Bennett & Co Real 
Estate, Benson Timber & Hardware, Latrobe Valley 
Funeral Services, Bellebanne, Gatts Panel Works, 
Norm Oliver Butchers, Bellebanne, ETU, Gippsland 
Printers, Yinnar Milk Bar & Country Cafe, Mirboo 
North Hardware, GM Conveyancing, Young Signs, 
Samantha Brick Health & Massage, Russell Northe, 
McDonalds, Alfresh 2 Go, Pizza HQ, TK Excavations, 
and Morwell Bowling club.
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Organisation  Contact Name  Phone
Anglican and Uniting Churches Lubawski   5169 6494
Boolarra Book Club and  Robern Lubawski
 Blazers Walking Group  John Lubawski   5169 6494
Boolarra Bowling Club   Travis Baker   0416 087 305 
Boolarra Cemetery Trust Roz Carstairs   0429 383 686
Boolarra and District Horse  Nicky Stewart    0412 448 789 
 and Trail Riding Club
Boolarra CFA   Di Billingsley   0408 173 637
Boolarra Community   Samantha Brick   0427 824 722 
Against Domestic Violence Jacqui Healey    0447 455 198
Boolarra Community
 Development Group Colin Brick   5163 1212
Boolarra Netball /  Jackie McGlade   5169 6507
 Football Club  
 Social Rooms       5169 6507
 Change Rooms      5169 6507
Boolarra Historical Society Harry Price    0429 696 241
Boolarra Multi Purpose
 Building  Sue Warren   5169 6395
Boolarra Play Group  Teresa Wareham  0408 542 691
Boolarra Pre-school  Emma Read   0423 369 948
Boolarra Primary School Susan Duncan   5169 6471
Boolarra Quilting Group Linda Minter   5169 6702
Boolarra Friends of the 
 Red Cross  Glenys Morgan   5169 6721
Boolarra South Landcare Denise Schiller   5169 6425
Boolarra Tennis Club  Samantha Brick   5163 1212
Boolarra Verandah Jammers Sue Clutterbuck   0437348366
Boolarra Wool and Spinning
 Group   Lois Thornton   0400 722 716 
Boolarra and Yinnar Community
 Recovery Committee Colin Brick   5163 1212 
Boolarra Youth Theatre Group Tania Brown     5169 6466
Budgeree Hall   Leanne Potter   0429 111 192
Catholic Church  Fr James Fernandez  5134 2849
    or Denise Schiller   5169 6425

Organisation  Contact Name  Phone 
Churchill Neighbourhood 
Centre    Abigail    5122 2955
Cooperating Church  Brenda Burney    5122 1480
Cricket Club   Jack Cleaver   5169 6428
Exercise Class   Kathleen Millett   5122 2591
    or Kate    5169 6592
Folk Festival   Rick Teychenne   0408 696 243 
Friends of the Upper  Denise Schiller   5169 6425
 Morwell River
Grand Ridge Rail Trail  Neil Trease   5668 1580 
Justice of the Peace  Matt Gleeson    0427 696 461
    Gwenda Pither   0427 963 385 
Latrobe CC Fire Recovery Heather Farley   5128 5648
LaTrobe TaeKwon-Do  Dave Proctor   0402 270 347ss
Municipal Emergency
Response Officer   Lance King   5128 5426
Local Emergency Action Plan John Harris   0431 972 672
Memorial Hall   Roz Carstairs    0429 383 686
Memorial Park   Colin Brick   5163 1212
Men’s Shed   Michael Watt   5169 6286 
Open Garden Day  Jill Simmons   5169 6516
Pilates    Kathleen Millett    5122 2591
Police    Matt Ryan   5169 6222
        0458 839 886
Pony Club    Secretary boolarraponyclub@gmail.com
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group Linda Minter    5169 6702 
Russell Northe   Russell Northe   5133 9088
Scouts    Sylvia Sauppe   5169 6321
Soroptomist International Samantha Brick   0427 824 722
Stroke Support Group  Paul Howells   5623 5598
Wildlife Assistance  Jean Quick   5169 6606
Yinnar & District Judo Club Sharon Taylor    0418 681 245
    Peter Brimblecombe   0409 402 459
Yinnar Community Garden Catheryn Thompson  0435 048 153
Yoga    Kristy Mills    0475 376 015
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Church Services 
in Boolarra and Yinnar

Catholic Church
Tarwin Street, Boolarra

Mass at 10.30am on 2nd and 4th Sunday in
 Boolarra and 10.30am on 1st and 3rd Sunday in Yin-

nar.
Liturgy at 10.30am on 2nd Tuesday of the month

Anglican and Uniting Churches
 in co-operation

Tarwin Street, Boolarra
1st Sunday 11.00am and 2nd Sunday 10.00am

 in Boolarra
3rd Sunday 11.00am and 4th Sunday 10.00am 

in Yinnar

PLEASE NOTE: If there are changes to any 
Link Community Directory 

information, please notify the Boolarra Link Editor:
 Sylvia Sauppe on 5169 6321 

or editor@boolarralink.org.au

What’s on. . . . .
For contact information please refare to the Directory above.

Monday
Exercise Class - 9.30am, all ages, Boolarra Memorial Hall. 
Book Club - 8.00pm,1st Monday of the month. 
Men’s Shed - Between 10.00am and 4.00pm.
CFA - Every 2nd Monday from 7.00pm - skills training at the station - prospective new members welcome
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group - 2nd and 4th Monday from11.00am - Multi Purpose Building.
Red Cross - Monthly 1st Monday at 1.00pm, The Boolarra Store
Tuesday
Yoga - 6.00pm-7.30pm Gentle Class. OR 7.15pm-9.15pm Advanced Class. Primary School/Multi Purpose Room. 
Pilates - 9.30am, Multi Purpose Building.
Wednesday
Men’s Shed - Between 10.00am and 4.00PM.
Yinnar & District Judo Club - during school terms from 6.15pm - 7.30pm, Yinnar Recreation Reserve. 
Thursday
Playgroup - 9.30am-11.30am, Multi Purpose Build. 
Wool Group - 11.30 am-3.30pm, Multi Purpose Building. 
Blazers Walking Group - Meet 9.00am, Boolarra Recreation Reserve. 
Boolarra Memorial Hall - Bi-Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
Boolarra Community Development Group - Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.00pm, Memorial Hall
Chair Yoga - Thursday 9 to 10 am Contact Kristy
Friday 
Exercise Class - All ages 10.00am, Yinnar Memorial Hall. 
Sunday
Historical Society - 2.00pm-4.00 pm, 1st Sunday of the month, Boolarra Historical Museum
Pony Club Rally - 2nd Sunday of the month, Recreation Reserve
CFA - 9.00am - 10.00am - Radio testing / equipment maintenance
Boolarra Verandah Jammers - 1.00pm-3.00pm, playing Ukulele every Sunday. Boolarra Community Hotel.

Groups and Organisations Meeting Times. . . . . 


