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  The Boolarra Link
Established 1981-Volume 40, Edition 1

After a topsy-turvy COVID inspired 
2020, it continued on into 2021 with a 
40-degree day followed by steady rain 
on Australia Day morning. In over 15 years of running the Australia Day breakfasts, this 
is the first day we have had rain, so we can’t really complain. A last-minute decision was 
made to relocate to the Boolarra Memorial Hall, due to the rain. Our thanks to the hall 

committee, who always ensure the hall is on standby for use if needed and allow the use of 
their foldup tables even when the event is staged in the park.

2021: The Big Wet!

Rosemary Parker, Gabrielle Armstrong, and Sindy Van Eedeon with the 
recognition award presented by Colin Bick for the efforts of the whole 

committee of the Strzelecki Community Alliance, in raising public 
awareness of their concerns about the potential impacts of the proposed 

Delburn Wind Farm. 
Continued page 4.

The ‘Boolarra Link’ was started in 1982 by the Boolarra Citizens and Ratepayers’ Association, forerunner 
of Boolarra Community Development Group (BCDG). From the front page of the very first Link: 
“Why ‘Link’? What better name to symbolise one of our aims: to bring the community closer together 
through being better informed and thus more appreciative of what each of us is doing for our community”.
An era of change for Boolarra was 1989-91: new Kindergarten and Bowling Club constructed, and re-
launched Boolarra Club Hotel; Railway Park re-opening (reported on often in the Link as being ‘like a 
jungle’), and a Regional Tidy Town award. 
Advertising: early advertisements in the Link for many years were very basic - just text with a rough box 
around it. More complex graphic style advertising started to appear 1998. ‘Boolarra Directory’ – forerun-
ner of current back page listings – first appeared in 1989. Full back page ‘The Boolarra Link Community 
Directory’ started during 2000. 

Continued page 8.

Link Celebrates 25 years 2006.
Young Citizen of the Year Boolarra's Lydia Teychenne 

1999.

Last Issue of the Link for the 20th Century Dec 1999.

Link Celebrates 15 years 1996.
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THE BOOLARRA LINK 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The committee members are:
President - Luke Potter - 0418 530 682
Treasurer - Matt Ryan
Secretary - Alan Hall
Advertising Officer - Paula Ryan
Editor - Sylvia Sauppe -5169 6321
Subeditor - Alan Hall
Proof reading - Alan Hall - Deb Chanesman - 
Roz Castairss - Robert Edis - 
Photographer - Paula Ryan - 0413 844 660

Feedback, articles, photos and correspondence 
can be provided via email to 
editor@boolarralink.org.au 
or by letter addressed to The 
Boolarra Link and dropped 
off with Mary or Shannon at 
the Boolarra Post Office. 
Or general contact: 
info@boolarralink.org.au
Website: 
boolarralink.org.au

DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 

committee unless acknowledged
 as such. 

No endorsement of products or 
services is implied by the listing of 

advertisers or sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the 

committee takes no responsibility
 for errors.

BOOLARRA LINK ADVERTISING
Advertisements are in blocks of 8cm WIDE 

x 10cm HIGH
Blocks can be arranged side by side 

or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $48.00

2nd block - $38.00
3rd and subsequent blocks - $28.00

Full page $250.00
Half page $180.00

BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $38.00

All prices less 10% discount if booked for 4 
editions and paid for in advance.

Scan for Website

The Boolarra Link is published for free 
to the Boolarra Community, this is 
made possible through our Sponsors 
and Advertisers.
We would like to thank their valued 
support for 2020.
If you like to become a sponsor of the 
Boolarra Link please contact us.
We ask the community to get behind 
and support these businesses as they 
support our community newspaper. 

Strzelecki Plumbing, Boolarra Post Office,  
Charlie Mac and Associates.

The Boolarra Cemetery Trust welcomes our new-
est Trust member, Lyrinda Carter.
This appointment takes the current Trust mem-
bership to nine with two vacancies left to fill. If 
you feel you would like to become a Trust mem-
ber, please give Roz a ring on 0429 383 686 and 
she will explain the process.
After a five-year term, Trust member, Roslyn 
Carstairs has had her membership approved for a 
further five-year term. Trust memberships are for 
a period of five years and after that time the posi-
tion can be reapplied for or relinquished.
The appointment process takes about three 
months from beginning to end.
Because of the restrictions in place 
the Trust has been unable to conduct 
its regular meetings. However, now 
that the situation has improved, our 
meeting dates have a normal sched-
ule. We meet on the third Thursday 
every two months, 7.30pm with our 
next meeting Thursday 21 April 2021 
at the Memorial Hall. Our June and 
August meetings are held at the Multi 
Purpose Building. Everyone is wel-
come to attend.
On Saturday 6 March 2021, the Trust 
held a much-needed working bee as 
many of our previous working bees 
were a wash out. We have been suc-
cessful in obtaining a grant to extend 

the Lawn Section of the Cemetery with the con-
struction of 2 beams, making seven rows in total. 
So work was needed to remove posts and mark 
out the area. We also completed washing all signs, 
clearing gutters of leaves, washing entrance fence, 
tidying garden beds, checking current graves, 
cleaning gazebo, updating information in gazebo, 
cleaning the toilets. As you can see being a Trust 
member is a busy life.
I regularly take calls from people who have visited 
our beautiful bush Cemetery. They always com-
ment on how well it is maintained and planned. 
During spring, visitors delight in the flowering 
of the trigger plants and in autumn welcome the 
splendour of the huge oak tree in the Historical 
Section. Our cemetery is a beautiful place to take 
a stroll, look at our lovely native plants and view 
our history.

Roz Carstairs
Secretary.

Boolarra 
Public Cemetery Trust

Boolarra Museum Reserve
The Boolarra Museum Reserve Inc., Committee of Manage-
ment, is responsible for the maintenance of the Boolarra 
Museum building on behalf of the Department of Environ-
ment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP). All the mem-
bers of the Committee of Management are also members of 
Boolarra Historical Society who lease the building and look 
after the collection of Boolarra’s local history.
In 2020 it was brought to the Committee’s attention that the 
building’s timber windows needed some urgent repair/re-
paint. There was an opportunity to apply for a grant through 
the Community Investment Program (Bendigo Bank) and 
Latrobe City Council Seven Small Towns grant program. We 
called it ‘Giving History a Helping Hand’.
We were successful with the assistance of the Boolarra Com-
munity Development Group, to obtain a grant in total of 
$8000. Great news! Hopefully, work should begin within the 
next month.

Roz Carstairs
Secretary.
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19th Boolarra Folk Festival report

Saturday, 27 February 2021, was a significant mile-
stone for the Boolarra Folk Festival. It was the first 
online presentation since the Festival’s inception 
in 2003! Presented by crowd favourite Brian Nan-
kervis, our two-and-a-half-hour show offered a 
wide variety of different musical styles for all tastes 
and was enriched with Festival history and archi-
val footage. Streaming via Facebook meant people 
from not just Boolarra and the Latrobe Valley but 
all across Australia tuned in. Indeed, for the first 
time, our wonderful festival (and Boolarra) was 
beamed into homes all around the world.  
The 2021 Boolarra Folk Festival line up of the Str-
zelecki Stringbusters, Jack Jones, Borderline, Tina 
Bartle, Little Orchestra of Abundance, Khris-
tian Mizzi, Smokin Dog Johnson, Peter Cupples, 
Mollimor, Olivia Lay, and the Royal High Jinx, 
brought blues, 70s rock, acoustic, bluegrass, folk, 
gypsy, and mass-vocal harmonies to the stage. It 
was truly a ‘worldly’ music event!
The great news is that you can watch the 2021 
Festival at your leisure via our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/boolarrafolkfestival/vid-
eos/429400111505268/ or on YouTube at www.
youtube.com/channel/boolarrafolkfestival.
The Boolarra Folk Festival committee is ex-
tremely proud of the 2021 show. We couldn’t be 
happier with the results and reception. You may 
recall that our decision to stage an online only 
event was made after careful consideration. Our 
first priority is always to ensure the safety of our 
community, audience and performers. As a small 
volunteer organisation, we wouldn’t have had the 
resources and personnel to ensure that local com-
munity members and thousands of visitors were 
safe in a physical environment under the current 
COVID-19 circumstances. 
Much hard work, love and time goes on behind the 
scenes. Our appreciation goes to our wonderful 
performers who played in front of seven cameras 
and no audience. A challenging situation for those 
not used to the conditions. Our amazing produc-
tion crew ensured that each and every performer 
felt comfortable and at home on stage. We saw a 
real spirit of camaraderie between the performers 
with each act getting energetic encouragement as 
they made their way down the long corridor to the 
stage and a rousing reception as they returned to 
the green room after their performance. The result 
is a truly world class show for you to enjoy again 
and again. We thank all eleven acts for making us 
sing, dance, and even shed a tear or two! There 
were also plenty of laughs and goosebump mo-
ments.
The Boolarra Folk Festival would like to go on 

the record and thank the following people 
for showing incredible professionalism and 
‘beyond the call of duty’ care and attention 
to this year’s production. Without the fol-
lowing people we would have had no show 
to share. So much work goes on behind the 

scenes that the audience never sees. 
Produced by: Nanoo Nanoo (Dan Clancey and 
Eloisa Tripodi) 
Host: Brian Nankervis
Sound engineer: Brett Van Hoorn
Lighting Design: Shane Bilson
Camera Operator: Toby Just
Video Editor: Dan Clancey
Director/Vision Switcher: Eloisa Tripodi
Location Assistant: Jerry Nankervis
Colour Grading: Albert Davies

A free festival such as our relies heavily on dona-
tions, sponsors and volunteers.  We would once 
again like to thank our generous sponsors:
Latrobe City Council, Mirboo North Community 
Bank, Russell Northe, Melina Bath, Darren Ches-
ter, Alan Wilson Insurance, Cool Aqua Springs, 
Strzelecki Plumbing, Narkoojee Winery, Grand 
Ridge Road Computer Services, Bubba Gump’s 
Fresh Shrimp, Brett Tippet from Spectrum Pro-
ductions.
Thanks to the following for their support:
Arc Yinnar, Francis Road Narkoojee, Live at Spec-
trum for 2017 archive Festival footage, ABC Radio 
Gippsland, the Boolarra Folk Festival Facebook 
friends. 
Special thanks go to Carolyne Boothman for the 
extensive work spent on our COVID-safe plan 
submissions and execution, plus sponsor engage-
ment alongside Grant McNeill, to Chelsea Stewart 
for once again co-ordinating the fabulous music 
program and liaising with the artists, to Jack Spira 
for logistics and COVID-19 cleaning during the 
recording day, to Gabrielle Francis-Foreman and 
the Boolarra Top Shop for the wonderful sand-

wiches that kept the performers and crew well-
fuelled, to Grant McNeill for providing his stage 
management expertise and his skill with the clap-
per board (and harp!), to Kate Reiske for being 
everywhere at once to ensure all production and 
performer needs were catered for, to Bron Hilton 
for web and Facebook administration, to Kristy 
Mills for the beautiful, creative set designs and 
wonderful attention to detail… and to Boolarra 
Folk Festival president Rick Teychenne for his vi-
sion and leadership.
Watch the 2021 Boolarra Folk Festival at:
www.facebook.com/boolarrafolkfestival/vid-
eos/429400111505268/ www.youtube.com/chan-
nel/boolarrafolkfestival
To support our Boolarra community groups (who 
rely on fundraising) and stall holders visit:
www.boolarrafolkfestival.com.au/market-hold-
ers-and-community-groups/
*Look out for some ‘bonus footage’ of our artists 
each performing a Beatles song soon.
**Workers are back on site at the Old Post Office. 
By the end of March things should be looking 
pretty good!

David Francis-Foreman, 
Boolarra Folk Festival PR Officer.

20 21

The recording of The Little Orchestra of Abundance for the 2021 
show.

Yinnar FuelYinnar Fuel
 & Farm Supplies & Farm Supplies

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RANGE – GREAT SERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

+

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240
52 Main Street, Yinnar Vic 3869

Knitting Kits Australia

For your convenience selected kits are 
now available at Boolarra General Store.

Kits feature natural fibre yarns, pattern and any 
accessories needed to complete your project. 

Needles available separately.

Knitting Yarns by Mail
114 Fox & Fanckes Rd Boolarra South

Open by appointment only
Phone Alison : 0408 992 927

Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au
Orders delivered free to Boolarra Street addresses
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We are a technology company 
based in the local area and are 
looking for people that have a keen 
interest in technology, like work-
ing and sharing ideas with others, 
are great communicators and are 
looking for new challenges. 

If this is you, please send your re-
sume to us at info@charlie-mac.com 
and we'll be sure to get back to you 
soon.

H A Z E LW O O DH A Z E LW O O D
P R O P E R T YP R O P E R T Y

M A I N T E N A N C EM A I N T E N A N C E
 • Small or Large Lawns
 • Gutters/Window Cleaning
 • Pruning/Weed Eradication

Mark & Sandra MaynardMark & Sandra Maynard

MOBILE: 0412 549 376
PH/FAX: 03 5163 1782

pmhazel@bigpond.com 

Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
 

Rob Franssen & Dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

If No Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal

2021: The Big Wet!
At 8.30am, with steady rain continuing, the 
cooking only just starting, and no-one but 
volunteers there, I was thinking we were 
going to have a very subdued and bedrag-
gled celebration. However, the people started 
turning up and by 9am we had a very respectable 
turn-out. We finished up with around 140 people 
turning out to enjoy the improving weather, an 
egg and bacon sandwich and a chance to have a 
chin wag with friends they don’t run into often. It 
was great to meet a number of the new residents to 
town in such a relaxed atmosphere. Everyone was 
very upbeat about the weather, as good rainfall at 
this time of year is always appreciated, and I think 
people were happy to be past the sweltering condi-
tions of the day before.
Due to the conditions, we didn’t have the normal 
kids' games, although a few of the younger ones 
were fascinated by the “cascade” of water from the 
guttering onto the  verandah, which kept them en-
tertained for quite a while. As the weather cleared 
slightly, Garryelle Rose had the excellent idea of 
organising a lolly-hunt for the children, and that 
worked a treat. The older crowd members were 
kept on their toes by Australiana Trivia questions. 
The volunteers on the BBQ started at 7.30am to 
ensure the hungry masses were very well catered 
for, with some on the fly decisions to relocate, and 
how and where to set up. A special thanks to the 

Rotary Club of Traralgon, 
who provided some fi-
nancial support and also 
the help of five volunteers: 
they were greatly appreci-
ated. Thanks also to the 
footy club, especially Rus-
sell and Jackie McGlade, 
for providing the BBQ. 
Well done also to Chris 
Wareham for bringing the 
Koffee Kart along and pro-
viding free coffees to the 
masses.
A big thank you also to the 

staff at Latrobe City, especially Wendy Hrynyszyn, 
for their assistance in working through the ap-
provals maze to stage the event in a COVID-com-
pliant manner. A number of Australia Day events 
in Latrobe Valley were unable to proceed this year 
because of the additional regulations, and Wendy 
did a mighty job in assisting us, and other towns, 
through the hoops. Latrobe City also supplied a 
range of extra signage, registration forms and 
even a cleaner for the day.
Boolarra Community Awards are nominated by 
people in the community who like to take the 
opportunity for recognising the efforts of people 
who have in their own individual way worked for 
the benefit of the community. 2020 was a very un-
usual year as we all know, and very many of our 
normal activities were curtailed by the COVID-
related restrictions. This was reflected in the fact 
that instead of our normal 8-10 community award 
nominations, we only had one this year.
Sindy Van Eede was nominated for her efforts, 
and as a reflection on the efforts of the whole com-
mittee of the Strzelecki Community Alliance, in 
raising public awareness of their concerns about 
the potential impacts of the proposed Delburn 

Wind Farm. This has been a divisive issue in the 
wider local community, and the Boolarra Com-
munity Development Group maintains a neutral 
stance on the issue. However, we recognise it is 
important that there are groups able to articulate 
their concerns on both sides of the argument and 
are able and willing to coordinate the activities 
of their supporters. We appreciate the efforts of 
Sindy and other concerned community members.
Finally, I’m pleased to advise that assisted by the 
sterling efforts of Neil Cartwright and Dee Ste-
phenson, we were able to provide a rousing de-
livery of the Australian National Anthem, even 
incorporating the new word(s), to close the day.

Colin Brick,
Boolarra Community Development Group.

From page 1.
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Public BarPublic Bar
Hours 3.00-7.00pm every day. 

Meals 5.30 - 7.30pm Fri - Sunday.

ContactContact
For up to date information or 

bookings phone 5159 6420

See our new Website:  www.boolarracommunityhotel.com.au

• Services and Repairs to all Makes and Models
• Minor and Major Services
• 4wd and Diesel Engines
• Wheels and Tyres
• Small Engines, Mowers and Chainsaws, 

Whipper Snippers
• Brakes and Suspension
• Motorcycles Repairs and Servicing
• Clutches
• A/C Re-gas and Servicing
• All Mechanical Repairs

Local Pick up and Drop off Available 
For all your needs give us a call on 

0477026106
Address- 240 Foster Road Boolarra South
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Everyone is invited to 
attend our weekly free 
morning teas at the Bud-
geree Hall every Thurs-
day 10.30am – 12.30pm. 
We know we are better 
when we are together.  
Budger-Tea is an oppor-

tunity for the community to come together 
over a cuppa and cake.  A place to catch up 
with, or meet, new friends and neighbours.  A 
place where stories can be shared, crafts dis-
played or just a place to chat. 
The first Budger-Tea was held on February 18 with 
about 20 people coming along and each week since 
we have had new people join us.  The beauty of 
Budger-tea is that you can just turn up when you 
like and leave when you’re ready.  Some people 
come along for the two hours, others just dropped 
in to say hello and have a quick cuppa.  Everyone 
is welcome, young, old, kids and babies.  
We have all been affected by the constantly chang-
ing landscape of the pandemic.  Coming together 
strengthens our community ties which is vital for 

our sense of wellbeing and connection with oth-
ers.  Staying in touch with family, friends and 
neighbours on a regular basis reminds us that so-
cial distancing and physical isolation doesn’t have 
to lead to loneliness.   
Come along to Budger-Tea.  You don’t need to 
bring anything other than yourself.  
Come to eat, come to laugh, come together.
Proudly sponsored by Australia Post Grants.

Leanne Potter.

 »

 » New & Custom Built Systems
 » Malware & Virus Removal

 » Software Sales & Installation
 » Advice & Assistance

 » Upgrades & Configuration
 » System Maintenance

 » Notebooks & Netbooks
 » Parts & Peripherals

 » Printer Consumables

grcs@internode.on.net
PO Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

Ph: 5169 6473 
Mob: 0429 696 473

 Grand Ridge
 Computer Services

A community chat over tea and cake.

 Margaret, Gladys and Alister catch up over tea.

Participants at Budger-Tea.

Agricultural Contracting
• Pasture renovation

• Fencing
• 4 ton Excavator for hire

Boolarra, Mirboo North and Yinnar area

phone Neil: 0474 946 634

If you lift a kangaroo’s 
tail off the ground it 

can’t hop.
Kangaroos use their tails for balance 
whilst hopping, so if you elevate their 
tail, they would have no balance and 

fall over.
There are known cases where kangaroos 
have lost their tails and can still move 
around, but it took them a long time 
to adjust, and can only move small 

distances at a time!
This is because their tails aren’t just 
for balance – they also act as a third 
leg, propelling them forward just as 

much as their legs do!

Kangaroos hop because 
they have to.

You always see kangaroos hopping around 
because they can’t move their legs inde-

pendently.
The structure of their legs renders them 

incapable of using them to walk.
Fortunately, it seems they really wouldn’t 
need to, seeing as they can hop at speeds 

of over 35 miles per hour!
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We deliver the products and technology you’d expect from a big
bank, plus the personal service you wouldn’t.

Feel good about who you bank with. Try Bendigo.

Find out more. Call 5668 1231 or search Bendigo Bank Mirboo
North.

bendigobank.com.au

Big on products.
Big on service.
And big on local banking

Community Bank
Mirboo North & District

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879  A1455027 OUT_1792466, 27/01/2021

Late last year the Board of the Community 
Bank Mirboo North and District were de-
lighted to welcome new Director, Stephen 
Koci.
An active community member, Stephen is 
a member of the Friends of Mirboo North 
Swimming Pool and is Assistant Cub Leader, 
1st Mirboo North Scout Group. Stephen is 
also a long-term member of the Preserve Our 
Forests Steering Committee.
Stephen comes from an employment back-
ground in aged care audit and compliance, 

with many years prior experience in the finance and stockbroking industry. 
The skills and expertise Stephen has gained over the years will be handy to 
draw on in his role on the Board and the Governance Committee, of which 
Stephen is now a member.
The knowledge and community spirit that Stephen has will be a great asset 
to the Board and will stand him in good stead in his new role.
The Board also said farewell to two committed, long-standing Directors, 
Matt Gleeson and John Butler who have represented their respective com-
munities of Boolarra and Yinnar with great skill.
Matt, a Director since 2011, dairy farmer and former Director and Chair of 
GippsDairy, has dedicated 11 years being part of a great team steering the 
Community Bank forward. Matt’s work with Human Resources and Prop-
erty, has been invaluable to the business.
John, previous owner of a veterinary practice for many years freely shared 
his business acumen in his position on the Board since 2016. The Busi-
ness Development and Community Investment Committee has benefited 

greatly from his time as 
Chair of this committee. 
Director, Marg Thomas 
has now filled this role.
The Community Bank is 

most grateful to the volunteer Directors past and present and commend the 
work that they undertake. Their efforts have made the Community Bank a 
strong asset within our communities.

Community Bank Board 
Welcomes New Director

Seeking Director
The Mirboo North and District
Community Foundation is seeking a
Director to complement its current
Board.  
The ideal candidate would  be
committed to strengthening our district
(Boolarra, Mirboo North, Dumbalk,
Thorpdale, Yinnar and the surrounding
areas)  and contributing to our Vision of
a more healthy, vibrant and resilient
community, working together to meet
challenge and celebrate
success

 
 
 
 
 
 

To find out more about the Community
Foundation, the Board and the role of
a Director, please contact Executive
Officer Ruth Rogan on 0418 301 092 or
look on our website
www.mirboodistrictfoundation.org.au. 
Applications close Friday 26th March
2021. 

 Community Grants
Did you know that Community Grants
are available all year round for projects
that are time critical and cannot wait
for the annual grants round in
September? If your community group is
just finding it's feet after a disrupted
2020, or has a project that needs to
commence soon, contact us or
info@mirboodistrictfoundation.org.au
or 5668  2006
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First obituary/vale appeared 1990; for the late Ed-
ward Cartwright.
Boolarra Apex Club:  an interesting forgotten 
chapter of history; in July 1990, 60 people attend-
ed a Boolarra Apex Club dinner. This was a very 
active group late 1980’s, doing hundreds of hours 
of work around town including renovation of old 
RSL, but then folded in 1992, due to  steep drop 
off in membership. Also in 1990, activity reports 
from Wool Group, Bowling Club, Boolarra Chris-
tian Fellowship, and Angling Club (which used to 
meet in old RSL) appeared. Other items that were 
included for many years, but gone now are Girl 
Guides, Tennis Club (does it still exist?) and the 
various churches – filling two or three full pages, 
sometimes.
Some seemingly perennial issues include bad TV 
reception, bus timetables, the Police Station, and 
varied fortunes of ‘Old Pub’ and ‘New Pub’ (some 
significant chapters added recently). The Old Pub: 
Sandra and Bob Kelly took on the Boolarra Club 
Hotel from the very early 1980’s to around 1987, 
did major renovations then Bob decided to build a 
completely new hotel; so left and sold the Boolarra 
Club Hotel. Next, Peter Townsend took over: with 
more renovations, it was going to become an ‘arty’ 
venue like Arc in Yinnar, with very regular music 
and gallery/exhibitions – re-launched 1991. 
After some time the Boolarra Club Hotel was tak-

en over in 1997 by Jeanne Heynatz and Warwick 
‘Smokey’ Dawson. They planned to ‘refurbish the 

building progressively…’. In 
2006, Geoff and Chris Dunk-
ley purchased it; then in 2014 
Carolyn and Luke Dunkley 
took over with a major re-

launch as ‘The Old Pub Coffee House and Eat-
ery’. This unfortunately wound up late 2016. The 
Old Pub is currently still for sale. Meanwhile Bob 
Kelly’s ‘New Pub’ lives on: as the community-run 
initiative The Boolarra Community Hotel – with 
re-launched bistro, outdoor stage and Open Mic 
nights.
Longest overall contribution from community 

group: clearly Boolarra Historical Society …has 
been in almost every single Link since 1982! The 
Boolarra Community Development Group BCDG 
chaired by Colin Brick OAM has been in almost 
every edition since that group formed in 2001; re-
porting on their meetings and improvements like 
upgrades of the Memorial Park Football Ground 
plus organising and reporting on the Community 
Recognition Awards on each Australia Day. The 
Boolarra Football/Netball Club and the Boolarra 
Primary School,  with many colourful pictures, 
have been part of the Link for decades. The Bool-
arra Folk Festival committee has covered almost 
every Folk Festival for the Link. Boolarra South 
Landcare first appeared in 1998. Denise Schiller 
has provided many interesting articles on Bool-
arra South Landcare activities and Boolarra Gar-
den Club. Lois Thornton and Michael Watt have 
been ‘reliable correspondents’ for The Boolarra 
Wool Group and Men’s Shed respectively. There 
are many others too – such as more recently Cath-
eryn Thompson (Yinnar Community Garden) 
and Leanne Potter (Budgeree Hall) - thanks to all.
Longest direct contributor to producing the Link: 
Roz Carstairs 1982-2000 (and again recently) also 
Di Billingsly principal typist for roughly same era 
- and Peter Scott - maybe the second longest over-
all personal contributor as photographer for the 
Link, 1982-1996.
First Roger Rabbit item printed Vol.28 No.2 in 
2009; being the colourful imaginings of local 
Boolarra Postie Roger Pither. It then disappeared 
until late the following year; the familiar ‘in rab-
bit-character’ style articles ran from 2010 - 2016.
By 1998, after many years of evolution a very neat, 
refined format of paper was achieved. First colour 

in the paper was the front cover 2009, bushfires 
edition. Our favourite picture: the panorama ‘early 
history shot’ of railway crossing looking towards 
township in black and white has now appeared 
seven times!
Five out of six previous committee resigned in 
2009 – BCDG took on printing of paper temporar-

ily until new committee with Jan Thomson editor, 
Mark Cooke president. Sylvia Sauppe and Luke 
Potter joined the paper, now called ‘The Boolarra 
Link’ – with new masthead, changed graphics. The 
new wide style and full colour format started De-
cember 2010. First new edition featured very large 
Boolarra history piece, four pages plus. 
Alan Hall starts with Link in Vol.31 Ed.4, 2012, 
becoming subeditor too around that time.
From the Link committee Annual General Meet-
ing 2013 onwards, the paper has also sought to 
upgrade the website presence to be a richer ex-
perience. The website is now at http://www.bool-
arralink.org.au/. Recently, editor Sylvia has been 
uploading  articles from earlier editions - under 
‘Articles By Category’ and ‘Archives By Edition’ 
tabs - as well as whole editions being available to 
download as .pdf. N.B. More community assis-
tance from any volunteers with this ongoing effort 
to upload/archive would be much appreciated.
From the AGM President’s Report 2014 by Luke 
Potter: “ I would like to pay specific thanks to Lois 
Thornton for her couple of years being Secretary, 
and Michael Watt and Val Henderson in their ca-

pacity as proof readers.” Keeping a pool of proof 
readers has been a challenge ongoing for the Link 
– any volunteers still most welcome to join. From 

From page 1.

Demise of Boolarra Apex Club 1993.

First Decade Edition 1991.

Netballers Win Final 2004.

Rusty McGlade Olympic Relay Torch Bearer 2000.

Shire of Morwell Centenary 1992.
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the proof read meeting June 2016: “Alan presented 
document ‘Points to Watch for Proofreaders’ a list 
of standards and convention for the Link pertain-
ing to dates, times, numbers, use of single quotes, 
common errors and oversights etc.” This, and the 
Fairfax StyleBook are the references the Link uses 
to keep our text correct and of high quality. 
Also in 2016, at AGM, Matt Ryan accepts nomi-
nation as treasurer and Paula Ryan, photographer. 
Their contributions since have both been superb 
– Matt (with Luke Potter) liaising with the Link’s 
many and varied advertisers and streamlining the 

advertising system with QuickBooks; and Paula 
providing dozens of high quality images that very 
often really ‘make the Link’. Deborah Chanesman, 
a member of the BCDG joined the Link too in this 
year and has been a very willing and consistent 
proof reader -  going to much extra effort many 
times travelling to libraries to use computer/inter-
net there. Deb now has her own laptop.
In 2017 Alan took on role of secretary. From the 
AGM President’s Report 2017; “Over this past 
year, the Boolarra Link has revamped the Busi-
ness Directory and the quality of the paper con-
tinues to improve.  Process improvements like 
use of Dropbox, Facebook Messenger and our 

Style Guide have really helped us coordinate and 
streamline our efforts.  Followers of our Facebook 
page continue to grow.”. Also, the special once- a-
year fold out ‘Business Directory’ is revamped and 
is well supported by local advertisers.
 In 2018, it’s decided in minutes: “…going forward, 
Boolarra Community Newspaper Inc is our busi-
ness name. Actual words The Boolarra Link re-

served for in the printed paper only. ”
2019 sees the emergence of the OSMI proposal for 
Delburn Wind Farm - from the AGM Editor’s Re-
port: “We have at the moment the issue with the 
proposed Delbourne (sic) Wind farm, which is di-
viding the town more than any other issue since 
my involvement with the Boolarra Link for the 

last 9 years, given those circumstances I decided 
to write my first Editorial which was well received 
in the community.” For the Link this has been 
challenging – keeping abreast of developments 
and presenting information - whilst staying neu-
tral. Disclaimers are added to the many ‘Letters to 
Editor’ items regarding the proposal.
2020 with the arrival of COVID-19, the Link 
committee goes fully online for virtual meetings; 
which works surprisingly well. It is also a chance 
to see people’s faces without a mask! The other 
side of the coin is our long time printer based in 
Shepparton goes out of business – unfortunate for 
them and requiring a stressful search for a new 
agency to produce the hardcopy paper.
 In 2020 we also start off the idea of QR codes to 
allow overflow of long articles/letters to the web-
site – a good idea from Sylvia as a way to man-

age the larger volume of input we are getting with 
Delburn.
Finally, as a snapshot of where the Link is at - com-
ing into 40 years of existence - here is the Editor’s 
Report for 2020:
“In this time of pandemic, some things are becom-
ing more important than ever.  One of those things 
is connection with community.  The Boolarra Link 
continues to provide the forum for people around 
Boolarra and districts to come together and share 
their stories.  I think we play this role of connect-
ing our community more so than ever – with us 
looking to provide both sides of important stories 
(like the windfarm) and our desire to connect lo-
cal business with our community through initia-
tives like the business directory (both in print and 
online).
This year, the paper continues to be self-support-
ing, and operates at a small surplus – helped by the 
change in our accounting (to online) and the hard 
work of Matt in keeping the books up to date and 
bills paid up.  Also, having more proof-readers 
available has also helped the paper to be more sus-
tainable, giving regular proof-readers (like Alan) a 
break every now and again.
For the future, I think our immediate needs are to 
update our computers (along with software) and 
to do more work with our online presence.   Syl-
via has done a great job in publishing our papers 
online and keeping other information up to date, 
thus making it a great platform for any other com-
munity building ideas we might have.
Thanks again for placing your faith in me as Presi-
dent in this past year and I look forward to what 
the future may bring.

Yours Sincerely,
Luke Potter”

A footnote from the subeditor: for forty years - thanks 
everyone - for reading and supporting the Link!
(Updated and revised from The Boolarra Link Vol. 36 
Ed. 3, 2017. Research by Alan Hall, subeditor).

Special thanks to Roz Carstairs for historic Link images.

Boolarra Link in A4 size 2007.

Changing of the Guard Link Committee 2009.

Boolarra Demons Footy Premiers 1997.

New Kindergarten 1989.

The smallest bone in 
your body is in your ear.
This tiny bone is on average just 0.09 
× 0.11 inches (3 × 2.5 mm) in size.
It is called the stapes because it looks 
quite similar to a stirrup, which in 

Latin is Stapes.
Found in the middle ear of both hu-
mans and many other animals, the 

stapes plays a vital role in transferring 
vibrations from sounds into the inner 

ear.
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Boolarra Store
9-11 Tarwin Street Boolarra

Eat in or take away Catering available
*Light meals *Coffee *Cakes *Fresh sandwiches & rolls 

*Fish & Chips *Burgers *Bakery pies, pasties, sausage rolls *Roast beef & gravy rolls
*Fresh bakery bread *Milk *Papers *Grocery items *Smokes *Gifts *Ice *Gas Bottles

Café open for breakfast, lunch, dinner
Roast lunch & dinner on Sunday’s eat in or take away

Hours: Mon-Fri open 6.00am. Weekends and holidays open 8.00am Phone 5169 6452 

Koala Corridor gets a boost from the 
Community Bank
The Mardan Mirboo North Landcare Group Inc. (MMNLG) has re-
ceived a grant from the Community Bank Mirboo North & District’s 
Community Investment Program this year. Our aim is to create as 
many interconnected habitat corridors as possible across the land-
scape to support and enhance the population of Strzelecki koalas, 
whilst building community awareness of this endangered species 
and participation in restoring habitat.
We have been busy since being notified that our application was suc-
cessful, and seven properties will be receiving koala friendly native 
indigenous trees.  We have placed our tubestock orders with Str-
zelecki Plant Farm and these trees will be ready for planting by late 
Autumn/Winter.
The MMNLG members have been planting koala corridors for many 
years and each property owner decides the number of trees that they 
can manage to get planted and fenced, to protect each piece of this 
‘jigsaw puzzle’. A puzzle, slowly being crafted into a viable network 
of ‘koala highways’.
Our ‘Tree Bees’ are extremely popular, and it helps to get larger amounts of 
trees in the ground quickly.  We usually gather on a Sunday morning, and 
plant for two hours (we have been known to get in over 1000 trees in this 
time), then we have a shared BBQ lunch. Working with like-minded people 
creates a time for conversations and helpful information shared on all sorts 
of subjects. 

If you’re interested in giving our koalas a helping hand, just email 
president@mmnlg.org.au 

Mardan Mirboo North 
Landcare Group Inc. 
Strzelecki Koala Corridor 
Project Extension.

Credit Susan Koci

This Logo of the Boolarra Link was 

used up to 2010.

oolarra
he

ink

T B
LIn December 2010 the new committee introduces an new 

logo and colour sceem as the paper was printed from this 

edition onwards in full colour.
In March 2015 the hoops in the 

logo where linked into each other.

 

       The Boolarra Link

History of the Link 
Logo and Heather
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Well, summer (such as it was) is over for another 
year, and it has been pretty quiet for the Brigade 
so far this year, although we have been called 
to a number of incidents, both in our area and 
as support to other communities.  As we move 
into autumn, please remember that we are still 
in the Fire Danger Period (FDP) and a permit is 
required to burn off on rural properties. If you 
burn off during the FDP and we are called to at-
tend, we must notify the Police and you should 
expect a visit from them. It is an offence to burn 
off without a permit during the FDP.  If you are 
in town, please remember that you are not per-
mitted to burn off. As always, if you see smoke 
or are concerned that there may be a fire some-
where, call 000 and report it. We would prefer be 

called out to investigate something that may be 
a false alarm. If there is a fire, it is much easier 
to deal with it when it is small. As I write this, I 
have received advice that the FDP will finish on 
Monday March 15 2021. Please remember, if you 
are burning off, you must still follow all safety 
requirements. Have a person in attendance at 
all times and adequate water on scene, let your 
neighbours know, monitor weather conditions 
(especially wind and temperatures for the days 
ahead) and register with the Burn-off Notifica-
tion line 1800 668511. The Brigade has a commu-
nity fire-fighting trailer that community mem-
bers can borrow to assist them with having water 
at a burn-off. Pop into the station on a Sunday 
morning, message us through our Facebook page 
or contact any of our members to arrange this.
Last year, the COVID lockdowns disrupted many 
of the usual Brigade activities and there were se-
rious concerns that we would not be able to help 
Santa visit community events in our town. Luck-
ily, CFA were able to adjust what Brigades could 
and could not do in the lead up to Christmas and 
we were able to deliver Santa to the Christmas 
celebrations of a number of community groups. 
It was great to be able to bring some sense of fun 
to the many kids in our town after what was a big 

year of uncertainty. With 
COVID restrictions 
forcing the Community 
Carols by Candlelight to 
be cancelled last year, the 
annual Brigade Christ-
mas Eve Santa Run was 
a chance to bring some 
Christmas cheer to 
everyone in our town. 
Lollies for the kids and 
a chocolate for any adult that was out and about, 
too! We are very grateful to the Boolarra Com-
munity Development Group who assisted us 
with the cost of the lollies last year, providing a 
generous donation from the money they had set 

aside for Carols by Can-
dlelight. My thanks to all 
the Brigade members who 
gave up their time to help 
with all these community 
events.  
With the easing of COVID 
restrictions, we have been 
able to resume training on 
a regular basis and have 
been out and about every 
second Monday night, 
refreshing our skills in all 
aspects of fire-fighting. 
A reminder that we test 

the Community Alerting System by sounding 
the siren at 7pm on training nights so that we 
know it is operating correctly. We have some new 
members who are training with us and will be 
completing their General Fire Fighter training as 
it becomes available.
For the second year in a row, we were able to help 
the pub out by providing breakfast for the people 
who attended the Confusion Rally in January. It 
was great to catch up with many who had at-
tended the previous year. Thanks to the Friends 
of BCH and to the new management team at the 
pub, for their as-
sistance in helping 
us set up and pack 
up. 
It was a bit odd 
not to be at the 
Boolarra Folk 
Festival this year. 
The on-line event 
appeared to be 
highly successful 
and well done to 
the Folk Festival 
team for develop-
ing a creative solu-

tion that showcases our community. We hope it 
will be ‘back to normal’ for 2022 as the Festival is 
our major fundraising opportunity. 

JUNIORS –
 Last year we decided that we would delay the 
start of our junior Brigade until Term 2 due to 
the fires across Gippsland, and then we had to 
suspend it altogether due to the COVID restric-
tions. We are happy to say that we have re-started 
juniors this year and currently have some vacan-
cies. If you have a young person aged 13 – 16 
who is interested in joining the Junior Brigade, 
please contact Di Billingsley 0408 173 637. They 
meet every second Monday night during the 
school terms (the one we don’t have senior train-
ing) from 7 – 8.30pm. We focus on building lead-
ership and teamwork skills as well as basic fire 
awareness skills. Any interested young people are 
welcome to come along to see if it is something 
they would be interested in. 

Di Billingsley, 
Captain.

BURNING ISSUES
BOOLARRA CFA NEWS



The Boolarra Link - March 2021Page: 12

The Community Foundation hosted its annual Edu-
cational Support Fund (ESF) Awards night at Wal-
ter Tuck Reserve on Friday 19 February 2021. The 
Community Foundation was delighted to help cel-
ebrate the transition of this lively group of young 
people and mature aged students to tertiary educa-
tion in their first community event since February 
2020.  It was ‘covid normal’ with registrations, mask 

wearing and arranged seating.
“It was a pleasure to award more than $22,000 to  twelve recipients from the 
district, who are excited to begin the next stage of their education,” said Di-
ana Mueller, Chair of the Community Engagement and Grants Committee.
“Families and students can spend more than $5,000 on books, stationary, 
technology and accommodation bonds, all before they even get through 
the front door of their Uni or TAFE.”
“The awards tonight don’t represent just financial 
support, though that is clearly important,” added
Ruth Rogan, Executive Officer for the Community 
Foundation, “they also reflect the support of the 
community in your education.  We are proud of 
you.”
The ESF was launched in 2013 to grant financial 
support to young and mature aged students who 
are transitioning into third level education.  Since 
its inception, more than 80 students have received 
grants of over $150,000.
 “This is a fantastic example of the resilience of this 
town and its community, and demonstrates that 
when we work together, we thrive together”, con-
cluded Ruth.
In addition to announcing the award winners, 
there were two speakers on the night:  Careers and 
VET Coordinator from Mirboo North Secondary 
College, Leah Underwood and Chloe Palmer, who 
finished Year 12 at Mirboo North Secondary Col-
lege last year.
Leah spoke entertainingly about the transition to 
University, what our local students may experience 
and the unexpected twists and turns that life can take during this time.
The second speaker was Chloe Palmer, also one of the ESF recipients, who 
had recently attended the Rural Youth Leadership Program with YouThrive 
Victoria.  So far, the Community Foundation has supported four students 
to take part in this program and the feedback has been consistently excel-
lent.
“It was not what I expected,” explained Chloe, “but I learned a lot about 
myself and how young people can support and develop rural communities.”
This year the Community Foundation is again collaborating with YouThrive 
Victoria in their Mentoring Program, with each ESF recipient able to access 
a ‘peer’ mentor, who is a year or two ahead of them in their chosen field 
at their educational institution.  This program aims to support students 
who find the transition into tertiary education so challenging that they may 
drop out.  It is an informal program, is guided by the needs of the student, 
and has had a lot of take up over the last few years.

Group Photo of students – 
Stephanie Parker is absent 
having already travelled to 

Tasmania.

Abbey McColl Bachelor of Exercise and Sport Science Deakin University-Burwood

Melissa Blackshaw Bachelor of Agriculture The University of Melbourne

Natalie Barnes Bachelor of Education Studies Federation University

Alex Krausz Bachelor of Biomedical Science Deakin University, Burwood
Ashleigh Poland Bachelor of Science Federation University, Churchill

Cameron Eason Bachelor of Nursing Federation University, Churchill

Chloe Palmer Bachelor of Design  (Animation and 
Interactive Media)

RMIT, Melbourne

Dale Franssen Bachelor of Education Studies Federation University, Churchill

Dana Eaves Bachelor of Educational Studies Swinburne Uni  - online

Georgia Martin Bachelor of Education (Primary) Federation University, Churchill

Joshua Hillman Bachelor of Information Technology Federation University, Churchill

Stephanie Parker Bachelor of Marine and Antarctic Science University of Tasmaniav

Recipients of the 2021 Education Support Fund awards.

Education Support Funds 
Awards Night 2021

Crows often hold grudges 
against 

specific people.
It turns out that crows are actually very good 
at recognizing people’s faces, and have been 

found to remember people for a long time!
This can of course be both a negative and a positive fact, de-

pending on how nice you are to them.

While crows can tell us apart, we would find it incredibly dif-
ficult to distinguish one crow from another.

Fun Fact: This is known as The Crow Paradox.

Did you know the Magpie is part of the Crow 
family.
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About 1 in 5 Australian adults experience a common mental illness each year. Mental 
Health First Aid (MHFA) training will teach you practical skills to support someone with 
a mental health problem. Make a real difference to people in your community.

BECOME A MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AIDER  
to support friends, family members, colleagues and others

STANDARD MHFA TRAINING BENEFITS

KNOWLEDGE
Improves knowledge 
 of mental illnesses, 

treatments and  
first aid actions.

CONFIDENCE
Increases confidence  
in providing first aid.

DE-STIGMATISING
Decreases  

stigmatising attitudes.

SUPPORT
Increases the support 

provided to others.

LEARN PRACTICAL FIRST AID SKILLS
• Recognise common mental health 

problems
• Provide initial help using a practical, 

evidence-based Action Plan
• Seek appropriate professional help, and 
• Respond in a crisis situation

This is a 12-hour educational course,  
not a therapy or support group.

?

HOW DO I SIGN UP?

DATES

TIMES

COST

VENUE

FACILITATOR/S

For more information, visit mhfa.com.au/courses @MHFA_Australia @mentalhealthfirstaid

"I enjoyed learning the skills to be an MHFaider. The content
was interesting and the facilitators made me feel at ease,
even with the more sensitive content." - Georgia

Sundays May 16 & 23

9AM-4:30PM

Free

Budgeree Hall 
40 Roys Rd Budgeree

Lifeline Gippsland Trainer

Contact leanne@charlie-mac.com.au  or phone 0429111192     Limited spaces available
We do require a $20 booking fee which will be returned when you attend the 
first day of the training.             Proudly sponsored by Australia Post Grants

A Letter of Positives
During a year of challenges and uncertainly, Robyn 
Thompson took a look back on 2020 and shared 
her findings with the Latrobe Health Advocate, 

Jane Anderson. 
Dear Jane,
My husband and I would be described as elderly pensioners, we 
don’t do social media or pay TV, we live a modest lifestyle.
I thought you may like to hear some pluses of “Lockdown” that 
everyone seems to be complaining about.
• Rural/Remote is an advantage.
• The urgency has gone out of daily living.  A lazy day without 

guilts!
• I saved on petrol, make-up, the occasional dinner out.
• I haven’t had to provide a “Bring a plate” (I’m a poor cook).
• I can talk to my friends on the phone at length as we’ve got 

time.
• My clothes are still good.
• The house and workshop are all sorted – no rubbish or junk.
• No weeds in the garden and all mulched.
• Roses pruned on time.
• A new fernery has been built and the ferns in from under the 

bushes where they have been for two years.
• Ironing is minimal.
• Birthday and Christmas presents are being planned and made.
• UFO’s (un-finished objects) are getting done at last.  I figured 

lockdown needs to last to at least December 2021.
• I’ve posted lots of letters and cards and sent my Nursing Home 

friends two chocolate frogs to share as a surprise.
• We’ve been pushed to upgrade our computer skills.  E.g. Zoom. 
We are very fortunate none of our family or friends have lost em-
ployment, our “high maintenance” healthcare is somewhat com-
promised but not life threatening, so I thought you may be inter-
ested to hear that we are not all gloom and doom, there are a lot 
of pluses.

Yours Faithfully 
Robyn.

Rubbish collected Morwell 
River Road from Bastin Street to 

Primrose Park.
Alison on Clean up Aus-

tralia Day.

Boolarra South 
Landcare Group
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7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra Vic 3870 
Ph: 03 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523 

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE

Open: Monday to Friday, 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturdays, 9.00am to 11.00am 

except long weekends we will be closed.
Supplying all Australia Post Products - 

including Express, International
and Registered mail, Stamps, Packaging etc. Photocopying & Fax Service. 

Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals 
are also available. We also have some Gift Cards. 

Banking services are available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can 
help you do a Western Union Money Transfer. 

Travel Money/Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa Cards available 
here as well as the Travel Visa cards. 

We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.
We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, 

 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you 
are entitled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery. 

You may set up an email notification with us when mail is awaiting collection (Mail2Day).

Mary & Shannon & Team

Lillian Ruth Emily Ferguson (Campbell)

8/6/1925 – 21/12/2020
Lillian was the tenth child of fifteen children 
born to John and Grace Campbell. She was born 
at Traralgon and lived at Carrajung. While at 
Carrajung, Lil went to the primary school there 
till she was 11 or 12 years old. Then the family 
moved to Carrajung South. Lillian left school at 
14 and helped her mother raise her siblings.
Her working life involved working on the farm 
next door milking cows and working at Blue-
bird Café in Traralgon when she was about 18 
years old. When Lil’s father returned to Ireland, 
she remained at home helping her mother with 

brother Johnny.
One of her jobs was to set the rabbit traps and 
she sold them for one shilling a pair. Lil  worked 
very hard and managed to save up seven pounds 
but had to pay all that out to get the cows out of 
the pound after they were impounded!
While at Carrajung South, Lil met Mick Bridge-
man and they went to Melbourne to work. Mick 
and Lil worked together in a laundry. Then 
when Lil was 22, they were married. Mick and 
Lil were married for 26 years. They worked for 
the rich Baillieu family at Flinders. Lil did cook-
ing for 7 and Mick worked as a farmhand and 
chauffeur for Mr. Baillieu. They went back to 
live at Woodside and Lil worked at the local ho-
tel, cleaning and waitressing. Then they worked 
on Mrs Boland’s sheep farm after her husband 
was killed in a car accident. They worked here 
for 10 years doing crutching, dipping, drench-
ing, everything except shearing of sheep. Lil did 
housekeeping, cleaning and cooking for shear-
ers. The next move was to Yarram. After about 
two years, Mick suffered a stroke. Lil looked 
after him during this time. They went on a trip 
to Brisbane to visit Mick’s sister, May. They all 
ended up with the influenza and Mick died two 
to three days later.
After 10 years on her own, Lil met Jim Ferguson 
at a Newborough dance. Jim and Lil married 
and moved to Boolarra to be closer to Lil’s sister, 

Daphne. Jim worked as a butcher in Yinnar and 
Moe. They continued to enjoy their dancing. Af-
ter 15 years of marriage, Jim was diagnosed with 
dementia. Lil lovingly looked after Jim until he 
was admitted to Hazelwood House, which they 
both really liked. Jim was well cared for here 
until his death two years later.
On her own once more, Lil kept active with 
the love of sport and family. Lil played tennis 
at Woodside and Boolarra and was still playing 
at 80. Lil also played lawn bowls for Boolarra 
and carpet bowls for Yinnar. Lil was also an 
avid watcher of sport on TV particularly tennis, 
golf and cricket. One of her favourite TV shows 
was The Bold and the Beautiful and the music 
of Andre Rieu was also a favourite. Lil had a 
big flower garden and grew awesome strawber-
ries. Another passion of Lil’s was cooking and 
she was a whizz at cakes, scones, jams, pickles, 
cream puffs, sponges and roasts which were a 
feature of Sunday lunch, in particular, with visi-
tors.
Throughout her life Lil had many experiences 
and achieved much in her long life. She 
loved and admired her mother dearly. Lil will 
be missed by her loving family and her many 
friends.

(Compiled from a eulogy given by Rhonda 
Peart).

Snakes are able to
predict earthquakes.

Researchers in China have found that 
many animals are actually able to pre-
dict earthquakes to varying levels of 

success.
It’s come to light that snakes are the 
most reliable, sensing earthquakes from 

as far as 75 miles away (121 km).
What’s more impressive is that they 
can sense an earthquake as many as 
five days before it actually occurs!

When a snake senses an earthquake it 
will run (or slither, in this case) away 
from its nest, even in the darkest 

days of winter.
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Wonderful Mix of Projects Receive Funding 
The Community Bank Mirboo North & District 
were pleased to announce the recipients of the 
new Community Investment Program (CIP) at 
the virtual AGM held in November 2020. 
Chair of the CIP Assessment Panel, volunteer di-
rector Jan Head, congratulated all the recipients 
and went on to describe the projects that were 
awarded funding.
“Despite all the difficulties this year has presented 
our communities, we received a total of 21 fund-
ing requests for a total of $90,750! A panel of staff 
and directors assessed all the applications, and we 
are delighted to announce which projects have 
been successful in receiving funding”. 
Mirboo North ArtSpace Inc., $999 for their 
‘Vroon Vroom Volunteers’ Vac and Clean Boogie, 
making the work a little easier for volunteers.
Hazlewood Cemetery Trust, $500 for a wooden 
table and seat set.
Boolarra Folk Festival, $2,000 towards holding 
an exciting virtual festival this year.
Yinnar Bowls & Recreation Club, $1,000 for 
ceiling fans for their wonderful new outdoor area.
Gippsland Sculpture Exhibition (Yinnar), 
$1,650 will support the work for the exhibition 
of renowned Australian champion wood carver, 
Rod Bast.
Mirboo Country Development Inc (MCDI), 
$5,888 is funding for planter boxes and plants for 
main street beautification in Mirboo North.
Mirboo North Cricket Club, $1,500 for a much-
needed turf crusher which the Club will purchase 
second hand.
Boolarra Bowls & Recreation Club, $1,000 to-
wards a ‘state of the art’ oven as the existing one 
has been in service for too many decades! 
Boolarra Museum Reserve Committee of Man-
agement, $4,000 will be giving history a helping 
hand with this funding going towards urgent re-
placement of the building’s windows.

MCDI, $4,245 funding will go towards ‘Revitalis-
ing Ridgway ’workshops that will help traders to 
reinvigorate the Mirboo North main street.
Bechaz Art Designs, $4,500 will go towards the 
creation of a beautiful mural on a wall in the Yin-
nar main street; another community revitalising 
their town. 
Mardan Mirboo North Landcare, $3,000 to-
wards creating as many interconnected habitat 
corridors as possible across the landscape to sup-
port and enhance the population of the genetical-
ly unique Strzelecki Koala, whilst building com-
munity awareness of this endangered species and 
participation in restoring habit.
ARC Yinnar, $3,000 towards continuing with re-
development of their building. This will provide 
funding for new chairs and a trolley.
Mirboo North Aged Care (JAPARA), $5,000 
towards a ‘Tovertafel’, an interactive care inno-
vation that connects people with dementia or 
cognitive impairment with each other and their 
surroundings. Tovertafel is a games console us-
ing projector-based games that provide sensory 
stimulus for participants.
Mirboo North Netball Club, $1,500 will provide 
funds for warm-up jackets.
Boolarra Football Netball Club, $2,000 will 
supply the Club with training tops and football 
jumpers displaying indigenous designs.
Jan went on to say, “It is really exciting to see such 
an interesting mix of projects which no doubt will 
enhance our communities as well as our natural 
environment. The Community Bank is proud to 
support these very worthwhile projects”.
The next Community Investment Program round 
will be open for applications in March 2021. The 
program is designed to support the important 
work of local community groups and organisa-
tions, assist talented individuals pursue their po-
tential and extend special events and programs 
that grow our community.

The 2020/21 Pennant 
Bowls season has been an 
exciting time for Boolarra 
Bowls Club with both Di-

visions making the finals. After 14 rounds our 
Division 3 team finished fourth and will play 
Warragul in an elimination final and Division 6 
finishing third will play Churchill in an elimina-
tion final. Members of both teams should feel ex-
cited and proud as it has been a long time since 
Boolarra has had both Divisions in the finals of 
the same year.

With the 
influx of 
youth in 
the Club, 

the Club has had for the first time in any cur-
rent member’s memory a young member playing 
pennant whilst expecting. Joelene Laukens and 
her partner Trevor Whelan are expecting their 
first child in early April with the Club being very 
excited to say the least. Joelene is still active in 
club games and just recently took out the title of 
the Women’s Club Champion! Congratulations 
to Joelene and to our president Graeme Colbert 
who is our new Men’s Club Champion!
The hard work of the volunteers looking after the 
green this year has been fantastic, the inconsist-

ent summer we have had has made looking af-
ter the green difficult to say the least, but all the 
efforts of Graeme Colbert, Bob Allen, Joel An-
derson, Michael Schelling to name but a few has 
been worth it. The green is well placed to be in 
top nick for the start of next season.
Boolarra Bowls Club would like to thank all the 
social members and visitors for their support 
over the season. The players have really appreci-
ated the atmosphere and support at home games 
this year, which has allowed us to finish the regu-
lar season undefeated at home.

Travis Baker,
Secretary,
Boolarra Bowling Club.

Boolarra Bowls Club

Celebrating Celebrating 
63 Years of Marriage.63 Years of Marriage.
On 1 March 2021, Daisy and Ross Hall celebrated their 
63rd wedding anniversary. Daisy and Ross were married 
at 11am at the Salvation Army Citadel in Morwell. A sit 
down lunch for the guests followed before Daisy and Ross 
headed off in their car and caravan for a honeymoon along 
the Great Ocean Road. Daisy and Ross made their home 
on the family farm in Budgeree. Mr and Mrs Hall have 
four children, twelve grandchildren and two great grand-
children. Daisy and Ross celebrated with a cake at home 
with the family.
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Hoorah! After the latest five-day COVID lock-
down ended we were able to safely enjoy a 
shared lunch to farewell Ann C. who plans to 
relocate to NSW with her husband and ador-
able toy poodle puppy. We are sad to lose such 
vibrant active members of our community but 

wish them well for the future.
Rosslyn has been busy as ever and sent a big 
bag of knitted toys to Anglicare in Morwell and 
is currently working on multi-coloured Golly 
dolls.
Anne T. would have us believe she has produced 
a plethora of knitwear but in fact has completed 
other crafty projects in addition to beginning 

some beanies for her much-anticipated next 
grandchild.
Lois is currently working on a cape of gorgeous 
blue and green hues.
Anne L. is well on the way to completing rich 
looking Burgundy bed socks for her daughter.
Kate is completing a huggable doll as a gift for 
a one-year-old (see photo) and always the fall-
back option is a pair of socks.
Denise has one sock finished, but has been side-
tracked by her quilting, in delicate shades of blue, 
while her next knitting inspiration germinates.
Lori still has two jumpers under way as well as 
fashioning a patterned, square baby shawl in the 
palest shade of pink (see photo).  Sock produc-
tion is as always in action.
 Sue is taking a break from knitting rugs from her 
stash of homespun wool - she is now crocheting 
cotton dish cloths. Some people at wool group 
think she’s lost the plot, but Sue reports they are 
much nicer to use than shop bought sponges, a 
welcome gift and they are a convenient size pro-
ject to work on in the car (but not while she is 
driving). Travel soon a possibility we hope.
Kerryn has so much leftover sock wool that she 
is kitting a blanket of soft muted tweed colours.
Marrietta is working on a soft, alpaca, ochre/
mustard coloured cardigan for a family member.
Marg is continuing the mystery blanket project. 
The decorative panels are coming together now 
and look stunning.
Robyn T. - Socks, socks and more socks, all for 
presents and Christmas is still a way off – thank 
goodness.
Our meetings continue in the Multi Purpose 

Building each Thursday from 11.30am. Interest-
ed new members are very welcome. BYO lunch, 
coffee and tea provided.

Kate Cartwright.

Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, 
Contact Dave for Free QuotesContact Dave for Free Quotes

Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.auPhone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au
Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local NewspaperProsper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley gravelprosper valley gravel

WOOL GROUP YARNING

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com
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March 2021
Well, much has already happened in 2021 and it’s 
hard to believe that Easter is upon us!! I’d firstly 
like to reflect back to Australia Day 2021 and ac-
knowledge all deserving recipients of accolades 
and awards on this important day. It is an occasion 
whereby those who serve selflessly are recognised 
for the contributions and quite often these are in 
the form of volunteers to which Boolarra and Dis-
trict is renowned for. 
Unfortunately, due to a few event clashes I was un-
able to attend the Boolarra Australia Day event in 
person this year, but I understand it was another 
successful day despite a little inclement weather. 
However, I was able to attend the Latrobe City 
Australia Day citizenship and award ceremony 
in the late morning and afternoon of 26 January, 
and whereby one Boolarra resident in Rick Tey-
chenne was bestowed with the honour of Latrobe 
City Council’s “Citizen of the Year”. I know it was 
a proud moment for Rick, his wife Regina and all 
the Teychenne family. Rick delivered a humble yet 
inspiring speech which was well received by all 
present at Kernot Hall, Morwell and by those who 
watched the service online. 
Of course Rick was acknowledged for his extensive 
community service including his work in bushfire 
recovery and in part for his ongoing contribution 
to the Boolarra Folk Festival which has been an 
extraordinary success story since its inception as a 
free music festival. Whilst I am a proud supporter 
of the Festival, it’s the dedication and hard work 
of the organising committee who make the event 
what it is. Due to ongoing COVID restrictions, the 
19th Boolarra Folk Festival was hosted online on 

Saturday 27 February at 2pm, and from my per-
spective the event was a great success, notwith-
standing the fact that everyone will be keen for the 
Festival to return live and in person in 2022. To 
everyone who played a role in bringing the 2021 
Festival to us, and to the incredible performers 
and musicians we say thank you. 
COVID-19 still remains an issue in many quarters 
particularly as employees and employers try and 
recover from what was a tumultuous 2020. For 
many, early 2021 was looking somewhat brighter, 
but a prompt five-day lockdown in February re-
ally did cause much angst and consternation for 
various sectors. In response to the impacts of the 
lockdown, the State Government did announce its 
“Circuit Breaker Action Business Support Pack-
age”, which hopefully provided some meaningful 
assistance to those who did endure genuine hard-
ship at the time. One such initiative announced 
was the “Business Costs Assistance Program”, 
which can assist eligible small businesses, includ-
ing sole traders, in highly impacted sectors, such 
as hospitality, food wholesaling, tourism, events, 
and selected retail. The program offers grants of 
$2000 to small businesses, including sole traders, 
regardless of whether they employ people or not. 
The grants will support businesses in eligible sec-
tors who have incurred direct costs because of the 
five-day lockdown, such as the loss of perishable 
goods, flowers and booking cancellations, and 
cancellation fees and charges. Businesses with an 
annual payroll of up to $3 million, whether they 
have employees or not, can receive grants of $2000.
In addition, and just a reminder that the “Region-
al Travel Voucher Scheme”  is still open and will 
provide eligible Victorians an incentive to explore 
the state including the beautiful Gippsland region. 
Vouchers will be offered to Victorian residents to 
contribute to the costs of accommodation, tour-
ism attractions or tours undertaken in regional 
Victoria. Victorians who receive a voucher and 

spend at least $400 on paid accommodation, ex-
periences, tours or attractions during their stay 
will be eligible to receive a reimbursement of $200 
on presentation of receipts. The program works 
on a ‘first-come-first-served’ basis and each round 
will close once all places have been filled for that 
particular round. The next round of the “Regional 
Travel Voucher Scheme” opens on 30 March 2021 
at 10am with vouchers available for the travel pe-
riod 6 April 2021 to 31 May 2021. For more in-
formation on the above-mentioned programs and 
other State Government supports please visit the 
Business Victoria website: https://www.business.
vic.gov.au/
And of course, COVID-19 vaccinations are also 
being rolled out across the nation with specific co-
horts of persons being immunised first including, 
aged care and group disability care workers and 
residents, quarantine and border workers, front-
line health workers (including clinical, medical 
students and administrative staff) most likely to be 
exposed to COVID-19, ambulance and paramed-
ics service, GP respiratory clinics, and COVID-19 
testing facilities. I appreciate there are varying 
views on the vaccine rollout, and it is important to 
note that the Federal Government has stated that 
the vaccination is voluntary to the general public 
when the time comes. For further information 
and questions on the COVID-19 vaccine program 
please visit the following website: https://www.
health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-
19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19
In closing, I hope everyone has a safe and fabulous 
Easter and that the Easter bunny is kind to all!!!

Russell Northe MLA
Member of Morwell

What a strange and shattering period it has been. Last year about this time 
we were strolling round the town markets, meeting old friends and sitting 
and listening to great music. Then Covid came. This year had to be different. 
We were all hoping that the One Day of the Year, our Boolarra Folk Festival 
on Saturday 27 February 2021, would be able to take place.  No such luck. 
However, the Festival was somehow resurrected by some very skillful prere-
cording and to know it was still happening digitally on the day, on Facebook, 
gave us some relief. Thanks to the performers for varied and musically col-
ourful presentations, to Rick Teychenne and his team for a great production 
and to our famous visiting compere, Brian Nankervis of RocKwiz. 
Well, things are trending towards normal when we can open the Old School 
Museum to the public on March Open Day and find some family history 
researchers eagerly waiting to trace their forebears in school registers and 
photographs, discovering the building of their family’s 1910 bakery business 
still standing and looking positively glamorous. The expression of delight at 

these discoveries is so very rewarding for members. And then to find all their 
names in Ros Castairs’ Twelve Mile Peg always gives visitors a great sense of 
pride.
Our Annual General Meeting for 2020 was postponed until February this 
year. There are a few changes. We welcome Edgar Owen as our new presi-
dent; Linda Minter as secretary; Tony Minter as treasurer. We thank them for 
their offer of service. Our thanks go above all to those standing down who 
have given such great dedication and time to the Boolarra Historical Society 
over many years.
Boolarra and District Historical Society meets at 7.30pm at the Boolarra 
Historical Museum on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. New members are 
always welcome, and information about our activities can be obtained from 
president Edgar Owen 5169 1566, secretary Linda Minter 0447 996 702 and 
treasurer Tony Minter 0427 101 253. The Museum opens on the 1st Sunday 
of each month from 2 to 4pm or by appointment with the above members.

Boolarra Historical SocietyBoolarra Historical Society



The Boolarra Link - March 2021Page: 18

With only one COVID related in-
terruption to training this year, our 
netballers have got off to a cracking 
start with strong numbers turning 
up to try outs. We warmly welcome 
new players who have joined the 

Club and everyone who has returned with height-
ened enthusiasm following an unexpected year 
of no games, no spectators cheering them on, no 
delicious chicken and veggie soup from the lovely 
canteen ladies and no soggy netball shoes dumped 
in the car boot!
We have two practice matches scheduled against 
Gormandale and Lang Lang in March which will 
give our coaches the opportunity to finalise teams 
and identify strong player combinations and areas 
to work on before the season commences on 10 
April. 
A momentous occasion occurred at the MGFNL 
AGM in February when our very own Jackie 
McGlade was nominated and appointed a life 
member of MGFNL. Jackie played 257 games be-
tween 1993-2018 for BFNC. In 2018 Jackie played 
her 250th game. Her four daughters have played 
netball for the Club over the years and her son has 

played football avidly supported by Jackie and her 
husband Rusty. She has spent many hours tireless-
ly  around the grounds, scoring, umpiring, court 
supervising, keenly supporting the MGFNL/
MGNA and Boolarra players during their games. 
Quite often Jackie will help in the kitchen and bar 
until the early hours of the morning keeping eve-
ryone warm on a winter's day by coordinating the 
canteen and serving up delicious food and then 
back it up the next day cleaning the Club rooms 
and around the oval after home games. 
Jackie is an inspiration for the community, in-
credibly humble and highly respected by both 
young and old as a member of the BFNC and past 
member and President of MGNA. She goes above 
and beyond putting her hand up to do whatever 
is needed and spends endless hours to make sure 
everything is in order.  We are incredibly proud 
and congratulate her on being awarded a life 
membership of the MGFNL. She will officially be 
appointed a life member at the MGFNL launch 
event in April. 
And lastly, a big warm welcome to all the new bub-
bas and future bubbas gracing our club. Thanks 
to their mummas for being incredibly wonderful 
committee members, players and supporters of 
our great game.

Gabrielle Francis-Foreman.

Boolarra 
Netball Club 

FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

Twilight Season
Boolarra junior netball has had another great sea-
son, fielding five teams in the Moe and district 
twilight competition. 
The 9s have had a great season of growth. Starting 
with some fresh young players, their constant im-
provement over the season saw them finish with 
four wins. It is always exciting seeing a player get 
their first goal and there were a few this season. 
The support from the parents in under 9s is always 
amazing, from scoring to team sponsorship, and 
even the yells of encouragement from the sideline. 
Best of luck to the 11s Blue and 11s Red teams 
who have made it into the A and B team finals this 
week. 
The Blue team have made it through the season 
undefeated, having strong wins against all the 
competition. The end of the season saw the Blue 
team down three players because of injury, but 
they still finished the season off just as strong with 
players stepping into different positions to fill the 
void. The joint competitive nature of all the girls 
on the team accumulated into a team that could 
have easily played up an age group and still been 

a top side. 
The Reds have had a great season with some close 
games. Most of this team have played together 
in previous seasons so they just jell together and 
know each other’s strengths, which is great to 
watch. The girls have been flexible and tried some 
new positions which have sometimes worked and 
other times caused nail biting games. It’s great to 
see how happy these girls are just to get out and 
have some fun with their friends. 
13s Blue have had a great season and made it into 
the semi-finals where they unfortunately lost to a 
strong Hill End team. A lot of these players have 
only played one season together, but they move 
the ball down the court so easily. Working togeth-
er they are a strong and determined team and will 
push until the end of the game, but it is also not 
uncommon to see them having a chat and laugh 
with each other while on the court, which is great 
to see.  
13s Red thank all the lovely scorers that braved 
the wintery evenings, as well as the scorching hot 
games in the sun. Farewell to the kids that are 
moving up to 15s. We’ve loved all your hard work 

and cheer. Congratulations on making it to the 
semi-final. The game was a rough game to finish 
on, but we fared better than the last time we played 
Trafalgar. The season has been a giggle. We shifted 
around the court until we all found a groove. It 
was great seeing the girls find their strengths and 
start calling to each other as they charged down 
the court playing it their way. Well vdone on your 
twilight season, a great warmup before winter 
comp. 
The start of the winter competition will see a lot of 
players shifting up in age group. Good luck to eve-
ryone starting in a new team, and a big good luck 
to girls moving up in the 15s with MGFN league. 
Thank you to all the parents, family and friend 
that help out during the season to make sure our 
kids have a great time!

Meg McGlade Francis.

Boolarra 
Junior Netball Club 

FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935
WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

CARDS 500 and 
CHESS CLUB

On every Monday night 
(including Public Holidays) at the
Boolarra Multi Purpose Building, 
from 7pm - 9pm. 

Come join a delightful friendly group of 
players ranging from beginners to the serious 
competitive players.
Ple
ase bring a small plate. Tea and coffee will be 

provided.

Charge of $3 per person to cover cost of hall 
hire.
So if you like a casual game of chess or cards, 

please do join us. No obligation to attend eve-
ry week. Just come when you can. 

We do, however, need more chess players as 
there are only a few at pre-
sent.

Enquiries: 
0429 923 791.



Page:  19   The Boolarra Link - March 2021

Welcome to Season 2021, well hopefully to what is 
the start of an actual football/netball season. The 
Club has been working hard in preparation after a 
year off and is looking to hit the ground running.
Preseason football training re-started on 11 Janu-
ary with solid numbers on the track. It was great 
to see a lot of different faces all pushing each other 
hard. In particular, we would like to welcome new 
playing assistant coach Brendan Mason to the 
Club. Brendan crosses from Churchill where he 
has had senior premiership success and will surely 
add some experience and knowledge to our group.
Recruiting has been going well with most new re-
cruits from 2020 retained for next season plus a 
raft of new and returning players signed for 2021. 
Keep an eye out on Facebook for the announce-
ments soon.
We start our season on Saturday 10 April at home 
against our fierce rivals Mirboo North. The Cub 
has two practice games locked in, Gormandale 
at home on 20 March and Lang Lang away on 27 
March.
Eddy Stanton will once again be taking charge of 
our U/11s footy team in the CGJFL, we are still 
looking for more players. If you have a child that’s 

looking to get involved in footy and have 
some fun, then contact Eddy.
Mick Murden is taking over as Auskick 
coordinator for 2021 and is really keen 
to sign kids up. All kids between 5-12 are 
welcome to join, no experience needed 
but fun is compulsory. The fee is $85, 
however the Club will reimburse $50 of 
that. Contact Mick or the Club for more 
info or to join.
We have secured some state government 
funding for some new LED lights for the 
football oval, which will vastly improve 
the lighting on the ground. For too long 
we have had sub-par lighting, which hin-
ders training and is also a safety hazard. 
TheClub would also like to thank our hard-work-
ing team behind these new projects and grant ap-
plications as we push forward to improving the 
infrastructure and facilities.
We recently held the AGM with the following 
people elected to the Executive Committee 
Simon Buglisi - President. 
Gabrielle Francis-Foreman – Netball President. 
Josh Wilson - Vice President. 

Neil Lewis – Junior Vice President. 
Ben Kimpton - Secretary. 
Vince Corbett - Treasurer  
Currently we have some empty 
roles/jobs at the Club that need 
filling ASAP. Amongst those we 
are looking for a canteen manager, 
trainers/physio, Reserve’s umpire, 
Reserves and Senior Team manag-
ers. If you are willing to put your 

hand up and fill one of these roles, please contact 
the Club.
We are always looking for more volunteers and 
helpers at the Club. We are a small community 
club and rely on locals to fill roles. Please do not 
hesitate to come forward if you think you can fill 
a role at the Club. No matter how small. Presi-
dent Simon Buglisi and Netball President Gabri-
elle Francis-Foreman are very eager to get more 
people into roles at the Club to ease the burden 
on long serving volunteers that have taken on too 
much. Now more than ever we need people step-
ping up to lend a hand and do your bit for your 
club.
You can keep up to date with all club news via our 
Facebook page Boolarra Football Netball Club.

Simon Buglisi.

The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to thank their valued sponsors for 
Season 2021 and welcome all new sponsors that have jumped on board since last season. 

We ask that you get behind and support these businesses as they support our community 
club.
We are also always on the hunt for new sponsors. Darren Napier once again is leading 
the sponsorship drive, if you would like more information on packages don’t hesitate to 
contact Naps.
Club sponsors are:
Morwell Club, Prorent, Tony Antonelli Accounting, MC Civil and Landscaping, 
Strzelecki Engineering, Boolarra Community Hotel, Mirboo North & District Com-
munity Bank, Devtree Pty Ltd, Boolarra Fish Farm, Gibson Groundspread, Latrobe 
City, Yinnar Community Hotel, Boolarra Post Office, Boolarra Store, Trafalgar Mens 
& Boyswear, Jims Building Inspections, Tradeweld, Valley Trophy Centre, Strzelecki 
Plumbing, J Smith Motors, Monacellars Wine & Spirits, Prosper Valley Excavations, 
Cervis Equipment, Riviera Display Kitchens, Mirboo North Golf Club, Kennedy Haul-
age/ Driffield Quarries, Prosper Valley Gravel, Out of Dough, Willaton Transport, BJ 
Bennett & Co Real Estate, Benson Timber & Hardware, Latrobe Valley Funeral Servic-
es, Bellebanne, Gatts Panel Works, Norm Oliver Butchers, Bellebanne, ETU, Gippsland 
Printers, Yinnar Milk Bar & Country Cafe, Mirboo North Hardware, GM Conveyanc-
ing, Young Signs, Samantha Brick Health & Massage, Russell Northe, McDonalds, 

Alfresh 2 Go, Pizza HQ, TK Excavations, Morwell Bowling club.

Boolarra Football Club 
FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935

WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au
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Organisation  Contact Name  Phone
Anglican and Uniting Churches Lubawski   5169 6494
Boolarra Book Club and  Robern Lubawski
 Blazers Walking Group  John Lubawski   5169 6494
Boolarra Bowling Club   Travis Baker   0416 087 305 
Boolarra Cemetery Trust Roz Carstairs   0429 383 686
Boolarra and District Horse  Nicky Stewart    0412 448 789 
 and Trail Riding Club
Boolarra CFA   Di Billingsley   0408 173 637
Boolarra Community
 Development Group Colin Brick   5163 1212
Boolarra Netball /  Gabrielle Francis-Foreman  0417 975 082 
Football Club   Simon Buglisi    0411 142 375
 Social Rooms       5169 6507
 Change Rooms      5169 6507
Boolarra Historical Society  Linda Minter   0447 996 702
Boolarra Multi Purpose
 Building  Sue Warren   5169 6395
Boolarra Play Group  Teresa Wareham  0408 542 691
Boolarra Pre-school  Emma Read   0423 369 948
Boolarra Primary School Susan Duncan   5169 6471
Boolarra Quilting Group Linda Minter   5169 6702
Boolarra Friends of the 
 Red Cross  Glenys Morgan   5169 6721
Boolarra South Landcare Denise Schiller   5169 6425
Boolarra Tennis Club        
Boolarra Verandah Jammers Sue Clutterbuck   0437348366
Boolarra Wool and Spinning
 Group   Lois Thornton   0400 722 716 
Boolarra and Yinnar Community
 Recovery Committee Colin Brick   5163 1212 
Boolarra Youth Theatre Group Tania Brown     5169 6466
Budgeree Hall   Leanne Potter   0429 111 192
Catholic Church  Fr James Fernandez  5134 2849
    or Denise Schiller   5169 6425

Organisation  Contact Name  Phone 
Churchill Neighbourhood 
Centre    Abigail    5122 2955
Cooperating Church  Brenda Burney    5122 1480
Cricket Club   Jack Cleaver   5169 6428
Exercise Class   Kathleen Millett   5122 2591
    or Kate    5169 6592
Folk Festival   Rick Teychenne   0408 696 243 
Friends of the Upper  Denise Schiller   5169 6425
 Morwell River
Grand Ridge Rail Trail  Neil Trease   5668 1580 
Justice of the Peace  Matt Gleeson    0427 696 461
    Gwenda Pither   0427 963 385 
Latrobe CC Fire Recovery Heather Farley   5128 5648
LaTrobe TaeKwon-Do  Dave Proctor   0402 270 347ss
Municipal Emergency
Response Officer   Lance King   5128 5426
Local Emergency Action Plan John Harris   0431 972 672
Memorial Hall   Roz Carstairs    0429 383 686
Memorial Park   Colin Brick   5163 1212
Men’s Shed   Michael Watt   5169 6286 
Open Garden Day  Jill Simmons   5169 6516
Pilates    Kathleen Millett    5122 2591
Police    Matt Ryan   5169 6222
        0458 839 886
Pony Club    Secretary boolarraponyclub@gmail.com
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group Linda Minter    0447 996 702 
Russell Northe   Russell Northe   5133 9088
Scouts    Daiel Cook   0423 495 977
Soroptomist International Samantha Brick   0427 824 722
Stroke Support Group  Paul Howells   5623 5598
Wildlife Assistance  Jean Quick   5169 6606
Yinnar & District Judo Club Sharon Taylor    0418 681 245
    Peter Brimblecombe   0409 402 459
Yinnar Community Garden Catheryn Thompson  0435 048 153
Yoga    Kristy Mills    0475 376 015

The Boolarra Link Community Directory

Church Services 
in Boolarra and Yinnar

Catholic Church
Tarwin Street, Boolarra

Mass at 10.30am on 2nd and 4th Sunday in
 Boolarra and 10.30am on 1st and 3rd Sunday in Yin-

nar.
Liturgy at 10.30am on 2nd Tuesday of the month

Anglican and Uniting Churches
 in co-operation

Tarwin Street, Boolarra
1st Sunday 11.00am and 2nd Sunday 10.00am

 in Boolarra
3rd Sunday 11.00am and 4th Sunday 10.00am 

in Yinnar

PLEASE NOTE: If there are changes to any 
Link Community Directory 

information, please notify the Boolarra Link Editor:
 Sylvia Sauppe on 5169 6321 

or editor@boolarralink.org.au

What’s on. . . . .
For contact information please refare to the Directory above.

Monday
Exercise Class - 9.30am, all ages, Boolarra Memorial Hall. 
Book Club - 8.00pm,1st Monday of the month. 
Men’s Shed - Between 10.00am and 4.00pm.
CFA - Every 2nd Monday from 7.00pm - skills training at the station - prospective new members welcome
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group - 2nd and 4th Monday from11.00am - Multi Purpose Building.
Red Cross - Monthly 1st Monday at 1.00pm, The Boolarra Store
Tuesday
Yoga - 6.00pm-7.30pm Gentle Class. OR 7.15pm-9.15pm Advanced Class. Primary School/Multi Purpose Room. 
Pilates - 9.30am, Multi Purpose Building.
Wednesday
Men’s Shed - Between 10.00am and 4.00PM.
Yinnar & District Judo Club - during school terms from 6.15pm - 7.30pm, Yinnar Recreation Reserve. 
Thursday
Playgroup - 9.30am-11.30am, Multi Purpose Build. 
Wool Group - 11.30 am-3.30pm, Multi Purpose Building. 
Blazers Walking Group - Meet 9.00am, Boolarra Recreation Reserve. 
Boolarra Memorial Hall - Bi-Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
Boolarra Community Development Group - Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.00pm, Memorial Hall
Chair Yoga - Thursday 9 to 10 am Contact Kristy
Friday 
Exercise Class - All ages 10.00am, Yinnar Memorial Hall. 
Sunday
Historical Society - 2.00pm-4.00 pm, 1st Sunday of the month, Boolarra Historical Museum
Pony Club Rally - 2nd Sunday of the month, Recreation Reserve
CFA - 9.00am - 10.00am - Radio testing / equipment maintenance
Boolarra Verandah Jammers - 1.00pm-3.00pm, playing Ukulele every Sunday. Boolarra Community Hotel.
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