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Unveiling of
Historical Signage
in the Railway Park

On Thursday 25 August, Danny O’Brien, Member
for South Gippsland (and potentially our new member from November onwards) unveiled the newly installed historical signs in Railway Park.
Also in attendance were Councillors Sharon Gibson
and Melissa Ferguson, representing Latrobe City, and
we had apologies from Russell Northe, MLA and Jan
Head, Chair of the Community Bank, Mirboo North
and District.
We also had Sue Duncan, the Principal from Boolarra
Primary School in attendance with a number of the
senior Primary student leaders.
There was a very good attendance with around 30
people, including members of the Boolarra Historical
Society and the Boolarra Men’s Shed, who greatly contributed to bringing the project to fruition. We were
fortunate that the weather cleared for the unveiling of
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the signs.
Melissa Ferguson from the local Latrobe City Shire
spoke of the importance of the heritage of the district
being readily available to the public. She was well received and then she was followed by Danny O'Brien,
MLA who inspected the six historic photographic
signs with an outline of the communities of the past
and present. Danny unveiled the main board and
pointed out the importance of a district's heritage.
We were pleased that Danny O'Brien took the time to
speak with all of those present and to spend more than
sufficient time with us all afterwards. We all enjoyed
the wonderful spread that Boolarra Store had put on
for us.
The germination of this project began with an offer
from Community Bank, Mirboo North and District
of $5,000 towards beautification projects for the community of Boolarra. The Boolarra Community Development Group undertook a community survey which
identified a range of really worthwhile projects, some
of which are still under consideration for the future.
However, two projects were initially identified as priorities; development of a Rose Garden opposite the
Old Pub, and botanical labelling of the trees here in
Railway Park.
Both of these projects are progressing, but in the
meantime Grahame and Lynda Code came along to a
Development Group meeting with a proposal for historical signage here in Railway Park. The concept was
approved, and Grahame, Lynda and myself, attended
a meeting of the Historical Society to get their support, which was duly given.
Special thanks here for Ann Morgan, from the Historical Society who put a great deal of time and effort
into developing the words for the signage and identifying some suitable photos for inclusion on the signs.
The issue with creating signs like these, for a community with a rich and varied history such as Boolarra, is not finding words and stories for the signs, but
rather making the extremely difficult decision of what
to leave out due to considerations of space. Grahame,
Lynda and I then edited the signs to fit the available

The Boolarra Folk Festival Committee is excited to
announce that the 2023 Boolarra Folk Festival will go
ahead! The show, to be held in Boolarra on 4 March
2023 will be the 20th edition of our special event. After two years of uncertainty and COVID disruption,
we look forward to once again celebrating in the park,
sharing music, food, crafts and each other’s company.

original, bush bands, blues, bluegrass and all other
varieties of folk music. We are also seeking local
buskers.
The performer application form can be downloaded from our website: www.boolarrafolkfestival.com.
au – or collected from the Boolarra Post Office.
Completed forms should then be emailed to boolarrafolkfestivalmusic@gmail.com or mailed to:
Boolarra Folk Festival Music Coordinator
P.O. Box 247, Boolarra, Vic 3870
Note- we pay performers so don’t forget to include
your fee in the application. The closing date for performer applications is 31 October 2022.

Applications are now open. We are looking for musical acts in the genres of world music, traditional folk,

We are also happy to announce that the application
process for the Festival Market is open and you can

20

Performers

23

Festival Market
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space, so I hope Ann is happy with the compromises
we were forced to make.
We then faced the issue of getting the signs made. We
approached local signwriters and explained what we
were after and were advised that they could not guarantee a life of more than five years. Grahame suggested that we approach Mike Smith from Advanced Signs
who had previously done similar work for him at Aberfeldy. Mike came to the party and has produced the
wonderful signs we see here today. Thanks also to the
Boolarra Men’s Shed who have arranged the installation of the signs, as well as providing some invaluable
quality control on the signs.
Railway Park and the Grand Ridge Rail Trail are wonderful assets to the community of Boolarra, and indeed to the whole region. I feel that having signage
such as this enriches the experience, especially for
visitors who wish to understand a bit more about the
background and history of this wonderful area.
Colin Brick,
Chair,
Boolarra Community Development Group.

find your online application at the Boolarra Folk Festival website: http://www.boolarrafolkfestival.com.au
Please be advised that there are a few changes to the
way you apply as we have had significant issues with
our old email and festival phone number. We have recently changed the email address you are to submit
your application to. It is now:
bffcraftstalls@gmail.com (Art and Craft stalls)
bfffoodstalls@gmail.com (Food stalls)
The new Market stalls phone number is 0437 316 347.
Please understand that given we are all volunteers we
will do the best we possibly can to respond to your
queries and issues in a timely manner, however this is
not always possible and we hope you can bear with us
to ensure it all goes smoothly and this coming year’s
folk festival is an epic success!

Continued page 3.
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Winterfest Festoon Lights
Now a Community Asset

It was with keen anticipation that Mirboo North
and surrounds looked forward to the Winterfest;
the re-vitalised former Arty Gras festival. Directors and staff of the Community Bank Mirboo
North & District were thrilled to participate in
this fresh take on a highly popular event now taking advantage of our winter weather.
Winterfest Community Lanterns
Under the expert guidance of our Administration
The result!
Officer, Viv Williams, we set to work making lanterns for the Lantern Parade – a special feature of
the weekend festivities. The daunting task became a pleasure as our lanterns took shape and we pasted
on single letters spelling out ‘COMMUNITY,’ a word synonymous with the Community Bank’s ethos
to serve our community. With lights inserted, the lanterns were a lovely statement in the parade.
The festoon lights erected for the occasion in Baromi Park, gave the twilight a special celebratory
quality. The lights were purchased by the Community Bank and will go into our Community Assets
which will be available for loan to community groups, organisations and individuals.
Another special event at Winterfest was the Mirboo Art Show of which the Community Bank is a
long-standing supporter. Board Directors Jan Head, Marg Lyn, Kerry Ives, Marg Thomas and Anne
Marie Dieperink attended this renowned Art Show, now part of the exciting new Winter Festival. The
entries came from the entire region underpinning the rich diversity of traditional and contemporary
influences. The Community Bank were
especially pleased to sponsor the Best Young
Artist Award for $200, awarded to Maddison
Salmon. This award is in memory of Melanie
Johnston winner of the 2006 Best Exhibit
and aims to encourage young people to
express themselves through artistic pursuits.
Maddison’s work entitled ‘Miss Berry’, was
an up-lifting, colourful composition that
highlighted the talent of this young artist.
To enhance the evening, beautiful music
was provided, delicious canapes and a nice
glass of wine or locally brewed beer, went
down well with the large crowd; chatter and
Directors at Mirboo North Art Show.
Marg Thomas, Anne Marie Dieperink, Jan Head and Marg Lynn.
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laughter filled the hall, a fitting beginning to a wonderful
Winterfest.
Follow the Community Bank Mirboo North& District on
Facebook @communitybankmirboonorthdistrict to find
out more about us and how you can loan the festoon lights
and other community assets.
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Making Parade Lanterns:
Marg Thomas.

Best Young
Artist
Maddison
Salmon.
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"Our modern world places such
heavy demands on our time and
attention that the need to remember our responsibilities to
others is greater than ever."
HM Queen Elizabeth II

From page 1
Funding

We are run by dedicated volunteers but pay for our
performers, technicians, insurance, equipment hire
and ongoing building maintenance. We decided to
do something different this year to raise the money
needed to augment the sponsorships and grants we
have applied for and to keep entry to the festival free.
We started a GoFundMe campaign back in March. So
far we have raised over $7,000 thanks to the generous support of some amazing members of the public.
We need another $8,000 to ensure the Festival can go
ahead. We are very confident that we will raise this
money with a little help from you. Any contribution
will help and be greatly appreciated. Our GoFundMe
page is https://gofund.me/c6e983fc
The 2023 Boolarra Folk Festival - it’s free and it’s in
Boolarra!
David Francis-Foreman, on behalf of the Boolarra Folk
Festival Committee.

Helping Hand from
Community Bank Mirboo North & District
for Boolarra Projects
Empowering our communities by funding exciting projects is one of the tasks the Community Bank
Mirboo North & District is delighted to undertake
through the Community Investment Program (CIP).
In the latest round in March 2022, Boolarra received
funding for two great projects.
Boolarra‘s excellent quarterly community newspaper
The Boolarra Link is being revitalised and the dedicated volunteers are in desperate need of new computers to help get their work done in a more efficient
way. This will broaden the paper’s opportunities to
inform the community and increase its scope.
As a paper that started as the Auctioneer in the
1920’s, it has strived to tell the stories of Boolarra like
clockwork, once a quarter. The newspaper is run on a
slim budget - with the aim of keeping it free and accessible to all. Since 2020, the COVID pandemic has
impacted the newspaper industry globally. The Boolarra Link, like other newspapers, has seen a decline in
revenue over this time. This project will reinvigorate
the paper to ensure that it remains sustainable well
into the future. The Community Bank is very happy
to play a role in this worthy project and has awarded
the Boolarra Link $5,098.
The Boolarra Primary School put forward a great
educational project; the school are purchasing five
garden beds for growing vegetables and herbs. Equipment for watering and maintenance will be supplied
including weed mat, soil and sugarcane mulch. The
garden beds will provide various learning opportunities for the students including exploring change,
the impacts of weather, contributing to a sustainable
future, working as teams to collaborate in reaching a
common goal, and applying literacy and numeracy
skills. Some foods that were used by our Indigenous
peoples in the past will also be planted to increase cultural awareness. The Community Bank is funding this
important educational project for $1,480
Another avenue of funding for Boolarra came in the

Boolarra Primary School: Susan Duncan (Principal).

Danny O’BRIEN

Boolarra Link: Luke Potter and Sylvia Sauppe.

form of a gift celebrating the 10th birthday of the
Community Bank Mirboo North & District in 2020.
Boolarra, Yinnar and Mirboo North were each gifted
$5,000 for community projects. As part of the town’s
beautification, Boolarra has devoted their gift to three
projects – the Rose Garden, historical signage for
Railway Park and the labelling of the trees in Railway
Park with botanical and common names.
Funding is again available for great projects in the
districts of Yinnar, Mirboo North and Boolarra.
Follow us on our Facebook page @communitybankmirboonorthdistrict for further information.
Thanks to the CIP and BCDG, this edition of The
Boolarra Link was put together on the new computer, purchased from the funds received. The new
computer is much faster and not hanging anymore
when processing photos or Adobe InDesign is used
to put the paper together.
The old computer which was purchased in 2010 did
us well for 12 years: unfortunately new software
requires more processing power. Thanks for the help
to able to put the paper together with much more
ease.
Sylvia Sauppe,
Editor,
The Boolarra Link

MP

State Member for Gippsland South
SHOP LOCAL
AND SUPPORT
LOCAL JOBS

Working for Gippsland South
(03) 5144 1987
danny.obrien@parliament.vic.gov.au
54B Cunninghame St, Sale VIC 3850
dannyobrienmp.com.au
dannyobrienmp

for Regional Victoria
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Ramping Up
The Museum Services

The new all-purpose access ramp is finished. The
ramp caters for anyone with mobility problems and
strollers, wheelchairs, walking frames, walkers and
small children etc.
The construction of the ramp has involved Builder
Michael Cleaver and his team Andrew Taylor and
Jack Charlton. They have worked hard to complete
this project for the community in the face of growing
obstacles but the finished ramp is an achievement to
be proud of. Also contributing were Mirboo North
Plumbing, Lorre Ziebell Earthworks and Prosper
Valley Gravel. Local workers from our community
helping the community they live in. We now have a
concrete all access ramp, new pathway and steel safety railings all complying to engineering and building
specifications - a huge asset for the community allowing more people to visit the Museum and use our
services.
The ramp construction was going smoothly and then
was delayed by bad weather, unforeseen blow out of
costs, lengthy delays in material supplies and services
and unexpected replacement of rotting stumps and
joists due to water damage at the Museum. With a
building of this age, it is always difficult to predict all
eventualities and trying to factor them into the grant
structure is difficult so thank you to Latrobe City for

covering the additional costs so the project could be
completed. This iconic building has now had a face
lift and is more able to cater for the needs of the community now and into the future.
We thank our Grantors FRRR and Latrobe City Seven Small Towns Grant for improving this asset for our
community and visitors so it will continue into the
future, preserving history for future generations and
helping us to learn from and never forget the past.
In addition to this funding, we have had an ‘Out of
Rounds Grant’ of $4950 awarded to us by the Mirboo
North and District Community Foundation for essential repairs to the exterior of the Museum building,
rotting wood replaced on weatherboards, baseboards,
backdoor frame and sections of door uprights, holes
in woodwork, door threshold, flashing on main window and painting to all repairs. These repairs were
urgently needed because of water entering the build-

Linda Minter,
Boolarra and District
Historical Society.

ing causing damp and vermin destroying exhibits. We
can now safely exhibit more items for public viewing
without them being damaged and having to be safely
stored away after each Open Day to prevent them being destroyed.
The exterior of the building has been given a face
lift because of all of these renovations and improve-

Boolarra
Verandah Jammers
This group meet on the front verandah
of the Old Pub each Sunday at 1.30pm.
We play our ukuleles, have a sing and enjoy a
laugh.
If you have an interest in music(or just want
to sing) please contact Libby Robertson
0408594798 or Sue Clutterbuck 0437348366.
Libby Robertson.
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ments. We invite you to come and visit us as the Museum. The Museum is now accessible to everyone
on the first Sunday of every month 2pm – 4pm or
visit us on our Facebook page to keep up to date with
events (Boolarra Old School Museum). Our monthly
meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month
from 2pm at the Museum and we welcome anyone
who would like to attend.

The Boolarra Link - September 2022

Boolarra Cemetery
Trust

Cemetery trusts play an important part in a local
community such as Boolarra.
Drawn from the various backgrounds and expertise
in a community, the local Cemetery Trust provides a
personal touch for the family who needs to access its
services. A small community such as Boolarra offers,
compassion, support and an ongoing commitment
to loved ones who have died and to their families. If
you have visited the Boolarra Cemetery there is an inscription which encompasses all the Cemetery is to
bereaved families. The Boolarra Cemetery Trust is a
hardworking and caring group of people who show
the care for loved ones who have died and their families by maintaining and improving the facilities on a
regular basis.
The Boolarra Cemetery Trust currently has nine
members and can have up to 11. We are looking
for community members of any walk of life to consider becoming a member of the Trust. The regular
bi-monthly meetings on the third Wednesday of the
month are open to the community and interested
people may feel comfortable in attending and observing and asking questions in the
meeting. Or you may know someone on the committee you could
ring personally. Each Trust member contributes with what they feel
comfortable with but in the end
we all work together in ensuring
the Boolarra Cemetery remains a
beautiful and welcoming place to
visit.
At this time of the year a walk
through the Boolarra Cemetery
will promise the beautiful flowers of spring. At the moment, it is
the wattle. The Cemetery is known
for its wonderful Trigger Orchid
display as we progress into spring.
The Remembrance Garden has a
wonderful display of native plant-

South East
Gutter Cleaning
• High velocity vacuum gutter
cleaning
• Fully insured
• Before and after photos provided
• Affordable pricing

Domestic
Rual
Commercial
Contact Us:
phone: 0450 186 235
email: se.guttercleaning@gmail.com

ings. No matter what walk of life you tread, becoming a member of Boolarra Cemetery Trust will enrich
your life and that of others.
At the AGM 17 August 2022, the Office Bearers for
2022-2023 are as follows:
President - Matt Gleeson 0427 696 461
Vice president - Ron Armstrong 0428 892 663
Secretary - Lyrinda Carter 0408 337 764
Assistant Secretary - Michael Watt 5169 6286
Treasurer - Judy Webster 0429 696 351
Grounds Secretary- Merilyn Williams 0429 696 265
Historical Records - Robern Lubawski 5169 6494
General Committee - Michael Gleeson 0427 696 460
Roz Carstairs 0429 383 686
The next Cemetery Trust meeting is Wednesday 19
October 2022, 7.30pm at the Memorial Hall. All welcome.
Roz Carstairs,
Trust Member.

Boolarra Trail Blazers

We have continued to meet and walk together during this difficult time (and we always keep 1.5m
apart). It has been great to talk and to keep fit, however it has been great to be able now to share morning tea. We hope to be able to go for the occasional
walk some place different soon, but in the meantime
meet each Thursday at 9am at the Football Oval.
Phone John Lubawski on 5169 6494 or just turn up.

Grand Ridge

Computer» Services
» New & Custom Built Systems
» Malware & Virus Removal
» Software Sales & Installation
» Advice & Assistance
» Upgrades & Configuration
» System Maintenance
» Notebooks & Netbooks
» Parts & Peripherals
» Printer Consumables

Ph: 5169 6473
Mob: 0429 696 473

grcs@internode.on.net
PO Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870
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KEN GRAEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo North 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries
Free vehicle pick-up
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
After Hours:

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester
& Service Centre
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lic liability cover for
the volunteers in the
Community Development Group.
On top of this the
Council make available up to $10,000 for
capital projects which are for the benefit of the community. This year the funding has been utilised on an
access ramp at the Museum, and once this job is acquitted a further project will proceed at the Budgeree
Hall. On top of this of course is the range of community grants available to all organisations and individuals.
This year they also assisted with the staging of our
Easter Saturday Community Day.
We liaise with Latrobe City on a range of infrastructure issues, including safety issues such as fallen trees
and branches, repair of existing footpaths and extension of the footpath network. We also discuss proposed new works such as the historical signage, the
rose garden and tree identification labels with them.
The liaison isn’t always successful. A few months
ago, the recreation team took out two of the BBQ’s
at Railway Park without any community consultation. Although they had some sound logic behind
their decision, I think they would agree in retrospect
that they needed to consult with the community first.
Feedback from the community was provided to them
and they have decided to revisit that decision and are
now working with a couple of community representatives to reinstate facilities that best meet the needs of
the location.
Boolarra is extremely fortunate to be in the catchment of the Community Bank, Mirboo North and
District and the Mirboo North and District Community Foundation. The Bank obviously provides
an important, and increasingly rare, service to a rural
area. But they also each have a goal of assisting the local communities through a range of grants programs.
Recently the bank has provided funding to the Historical Society for new windows, the Museum for the access ramp, and the Primary School for a veggie garden
installation. They also provided a sizable contribution

to the The Boolarra Link to assist in establishing a viable business model.
The Bank also provided $5,000 of funding to be used
for beautification projects in the community; a community survey initially identified two projects, development of a rose garden opposite the Old Pub, and
botanical labelling of the trees in Railway Park. Both
these projects are progressing, but in the meantime, a
third project, historical signage in Railway Park, has
come to fruition, and the unveiling was done by Danny O’Brien, MLA on Thursday 22 September.
Funds from the Foundation assisted in the staging of
the Small Halls tour event in March this year. Both
groups also provide scholarships for local students at
the secondary and tertiary level.
Traralgon Lions Club have provided wonderful
support over the past couple of years to our Australia
Day celebration. Not only have they supplied a number of volunteers to help out on the BBQ’s and with
COVID screening, but they have also aided us financially. They have really enjoyed the relaxed atmosphere of the day, and we have really appreciated their
assistance, and hope that this partnership continues.
Boolarra CFA obviously undertake a vital service
to our community in protecting our lives and property. We work with them in a number of ways, including
funding of the software for their pager system (funded
through the Koffee Kart). They help out at Christmas
to transport Santa through town and provided a few
lollies to the kids. This year they pulled our bacon out
of the fire when they supplied their BBQ trailer at very
short notice (none really) for Australia Day, when we
got down to the Park and found the BBQ’s weren’t
working. We partly paid that one back when they got
the gig for the BBQ at the Easter Saturday Community Day and had a very financially successful day.
We have assisted the Boolarra Historical Society,
Boolarra Museum and the Budgeree Hall with
funding provided through the Latrobe City Small
Towns Capital funding. We have also worked closely
with the Historical Society in the development of the
historical signage for Railway Park. We are also interested in working with the Budgeree Hall and community for additional historical signage in that area.

Yinnar Fuel
& Farm Supplies

Knitting Kits Australia

Boolarra Community
Development Group
The AGM for the BCDG was held on 18 August at
the Multi Purpose Building with the new committee
elected.
We have numerous willing volunteers in Boolarra,
serving in a diversity of Community Groups and
Clubs, and many of us wear hats in several different
organisations. It is a testament to our community
spirit in Boolarra that we have such strong participation from a small population.
Our Community Development Group’s aim is to promote the social, economic and environmental development of Boolarra and district in accordance with
the wishes of the community.
We see our role being to work with the people and
groups within the community to advance and foster
the town’s wellbeing. We also seek to work closely with
Latrobe City Council, State and Federal Members of
Parliament and various Government Departments,
as well as hosting and promoting various community
events for the enjoyment of all.
Following is a copy of the Chairperson’s report which
provides an interesting overview of the group’s activities over the past 12 months:
I thought today I might focus on the partnering aspect of our efforts over the past year.

Latrobe City Council:

We have ongoing interaction with Latrobe City in
many ways, and on a very regular basis. A council liaison officer attends many of our meetings and is always willing to chase up issues and information on
our behalf, as is Cr Ferguson.
Latrobe City provides us with a variety of regular
funding, which is important to our ability to undertake our role in the community. This funding includes
a $750 Administration Grant, $750 for Christmas activities, and a contribution towards the costs of our
Australia Day celebration. They also provide pub-

HA Z E LWO O D
PROPERT Y
M A I N T E NA N C E
• Small or Large Lawns
• Gutters/Window Cleaning
• Pruning/Weed Eradication
Mark & Sandra Maynard
MOBILE: 0412 549 376
PH/FAX: 03 5163 1782
pmhazel@bigpond.com

David & Jan Holt

“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”
GREAT RANGE – GREAT SERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an
independently owned & operated
Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering
old fashioned, friendly driveway service
+

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240

52 Main Street, Yinnar Vic 3869
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For your convenience selected kits are
now available at Boolarra General Store.
Kits feature natural fibre yarns, pattern and any
accessories needed to complete your project.
Needles available separately.

Knitting Yarns by Mail
114 Fox & Fanckes Rd Boolarra South
Open by appointment only
Phone Alison : 0408 992 927
Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au
Orders delivered free to Boolarra Street addresses

We also partnered with the Boolarra Folk Festival
in the staging of the Small Halls Tour event in March.
This featured local performer, Penelope Swales, who
absolutely wowed the audience. We are very lucky to
have so many talented artists and performers in our
community, and note the efforts of Charlie Twomey’s
band, The Reel Deal, who have performed gratis at a
number of community events, both here and in Yinnar. We have also provided the Folk Festival with letters of support to assist their grant applications.
The Boolarra Link holds a special place in the
hearts of many of us here in Boolarra. So, when they
approached us for assistance, in conjunction with the
Mirboo North Community Bank, in updating equipment to provide them with a viable framework for future operations, we were happy to assist them.
There are many more groups we work with, including
the Southern Towns Storm Recovery Committee, the Boolarra Memorial Hall, the Boolarra
Primary School, and the Boolarra Men’s Shed
who have greatly assisted in the installation of the historical signs.
We have also helped Donna Mack in staging fundraisers for the Do it for Dolly Foundation. Set
aside 13 May 2023 as it should be a really great community day.
A final word about the Boolarra Koffee Kart,
which is run by Chris Wareham under the aegis of the
Development Group. The Koffee Kart provide a real
service to the community and also generates funds
that we are able to utilise to help out a range of community groups in many and varied ways.
The BCDG has now been active for twenty years, and
we are very proud of what we have achieved in that
time. However, there is still much that can be done
to make our community an even better place to live.
I hope this address gives a feel for the breadth of what
we are involved.
I would like to thank the Community Development
Group Committee members for their participation
and support. We have had a number of new people
come on to the committee in the past year, and they
have brought fresh ideas.
I would also like to recognise the contribution to our
activities that Mary, Brodie and Shannon at the PO

make, both in distributing information on our behalf,
and collecting things for us.
It would seem appropriate at this point to recommend participation in our Boolarra Community Development Group and we welcome visitors and new
Committee members to attend our Meetings normally held on the third Thursday of the month at the
Multi Purpose Building. Please come along and make
yourselves known. Community members are also invited to raise issues at those meetings by prior notice
to the secretary, who will make time on the agenda.
Colin Brick,
Chair.

The new committee is:

Chair			Colin Brick		
Deputy Chair		
Doug Black		
Correspondence
Margie Mackay
Minutes		
Elizabeth Pearce
Treasurer		
Jenny Wedrowicz
Publicity		
Donna Mack		
Grants			Rhonda Keegan
Committee:
Sue Webster, Pat Francis, Michael Cleaver,
Gilbert Arnold, S Clutterbuck, N Clutterbuck

Boolarra Book Club
We meet the first Monday of each month at
2pm at Robern’s.
We have a couple of places available so if you
enjoy a good book, discussion, films (and the
occassional outings).
Contact Robern on 5169 6494 about joining.
Books are the best
thing in this difficult time.
Robern Lubawski.

2023 Australia Day Boolarra Community Recognition Award
To celebrate our National Day, and the wonderful
spirit in our lovely town the Development Group has
developed a tradition of having the Australia Day
Breakfast in the Park, which has gone from strength
to strength.
One of the great features of our celebration has been
the opportunity to recognise some of the unsung heroes of our town; the volunteers who do so much in
so many spheres to make our town the rich, vibrant
community it is.
The Development Group is once again seeking nominations from individuals, community groups and
clubs, of people or groups you believe deserve recognition for their contribution to our community. If
you wish to nominate someone then please fill out
the attached nomination form and drop it in at the
Post Office.
Colin Brick,
Boolarra Community Development Group,
5163 1212.

We wish to recognise__________________ for his/
her community contribution.
(Please describe their contribution in 25-30 words)

Nomination By:				
Seconded By:					
Contact Details:
(Nominations to be submitted by 23 December)

Local electrician providing
outstanding workmanship and
reliability for a reasonable price.
All types of electrical work,including:
Domestic, Commercial, Industrial and
Generator installation.

Call Darcy for an obligation
free quote - 0407 284 878

We are a technology company
based in the local area and are
looking for people that have a keen
interest in technology, like working and sharing ideas with others,
are great communicators and are
looking for new challenges.
If this is you, please send your resume to us at info@charlie-mac.com
and we'll be sure to get back to you
soon.

Find us on
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Free public WiFi locations
in Latrobe City

LCCFreeWiFi is available outdoors at hotspots across Latrobe City.
Latrobe City Council received a $1.3 million
Victorian Government grant to make free
WiFi available in the following locations, no
password is needed:
• Boolarra Community Centre (Multi
Purpose Building / Pre-school).
• Boolarra Railway Park/Rail Trail
Entrance.
For more information on locations of
LCCFreeWiFi: https://www.latrobe.vic.gov.
au/Latrobe_City_Free_Public_WI_FI
Page: 7

The Budgeree Hall
continues to be a
busy place with lots
happening. We have
many weddings, parties and baby showers
booked in over the
summer months. The Hall and grounds are magnificent on a warm sunny day but there is no lovelier place
than being snug inside the fully heated Hall while the
rain sings on the old tin roof. The Hall is available
for hire for private functions and 100 per cent of the
hire fee goes directly into the maintenance and upkeep
of the historical building and towards providing free
community events.
Over the past few months, we have hosted a number
of free community events. As always Budger-tea continues every Thursday morning 10.30am-12.30pm.
This is hugely popular and always attracts a good turnout. We have our regulars and there is always someone new to have a chat with too. Everyone is welcome.
It doesn’t matter where you live or if you don’t know
anyone, you soon will. If you like tea/coffee and like
to eat cake, or beautiful fresh scones, sandwiches or
lovely country fare, this is the place for you. This is
proudly funded by the Budgeree Hall Reserve Committee.
The Monash Medical Orchestra came along on Friday 19 August for a wonderful afternoon of classical

CARDS 500 and
CHESS CLUB
On every Monday night (including
public holidays)

at the Boolarra Multi Purpose Building,
from 7pm - 9pm.

Come join a delightful friendly group of
players ranging from beginners to the serious
competitive players.

music. Three very talented students played beautifully
and entertained the crowd followed by a lovely afternoon tea. The students were then invited back to Amber’s farm to see and play with some farm animals and
a very cute calf. One of the girls was from Singapore
so had never seen a farm or touched cows and sheep
before. They had such a wonderful time they promised
to come back to play for us again next year!
The Community Recovery Committee together with
Latrobe City Council and organised by Melinda Ranson, provided an Arbor Day at the Hall. Many community members came along and collected a variety of
free tube stock trees to be planted on their properties restocking after we lost so many in the storm last June.
The Hall Reserve Committee now provides fully catered functions. If you are holding a memorial service,
wake or a function and want it all done, we can do
that for you. The set up and all food is provided. We
tailor our package to meet your needs. To discuss how
we can help or to book the Hall, give our secretary,
Leanne, a call on 0429 111 192 or email budgereehall@
gmail.com
Leanne Potter.

Please bring a small plate. Tea and coffee will
be provided.
Charge of $3 per person to cover cost of hall
hire.
So if you like a casual game of chess or cards,
please do join us. No obligation to attend
every week. Just come when you can.
We do, however, need more chess players as
there are only a few at present.

Enquiries:
0429 923 791.
Environmental Projects
Tree Lopping
Revegetation
Weed Spraying

Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
Rob Franssen & Dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104
If No Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening,
Rubbish Removal
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Russell Northe MLA
Member of Morwell

Well I write this column with some sadness knowing
this will be the last time that I write in The Boolarra
Link in my capacity as the State Member for Morwell.
Goodbyes are never easy but as most will be aware
we are getting closer to November and the 2022 State
election and due to boundary electoral changes,
Boolarra and District will from that time fall under
the jurisdiction of the Gippsland South electorate
post the 26 November, 2022 election. You may also
be aware that I have recently made public my decision to not recontest the upcoming election.
So, it is with a tinge of sadness that I write knowing
that my role in working with the Boolarra community as a State Member of Parliament will soon cease.
I wish my successor well and they will be blessed
to work with a community who punches above its
weight in so many respects and has a spirit to which
is admired. But I really do want to take the opportunity to thank residents of Boolarra and District and
the many organisations that make up this community for allowing me to work with them over the past 16
years. In that time Boolarra has endured many challenges but it has also risen through those same challenges due to the leadership of many people, groups
and organisations including the likes of the Boolarra
Community Development Group.
It has been a real privilege for me to meet and see
first-hand the generosity and willingness of people
who give of themselves to make their town and their
community the best it can possibly be. The sheer
volume of volunteerism that exists in Boolarra is extraordinary. When we stop to reflect upon the services delivered and opportunities that exist in the town
through business, industry, events, sport and recreation, community, Country Fire Authority, education
and more it is remarkable. In many respects people
can’t participate in activities unless there are high levels of volunteerism and support attached to it.
From me, I say thank you for all that you all do. It has
been wonderful to see some of the advancements in
the community over the years and the commitment
people have for the pursuits they are passionate about.
You simply can’t deny the community spirit that exists in Boolarra. Obviously, I will still be around until
November so if I can assist with any State Government matters in the interim, please sing out. Just in
case the opportunity to catch up before then doesn’t
present then I wished for you to know how grateful
I am for being able to work with you all over the last
16 years. Thank you also to The Boolarra Link for allowing me to submit an article over the years and for
the great work you do in keeping your community
informed. Sending everyone best wishes for now.
Russell Northe MLA,
Member for Morwell.

Servicing all of Gippsland.
Contact: Ian Code 0438 656 205,
Liam Cornthwaite 0428 051 538
grandridge.enviroservices@gmail.com
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Education
Support Program

What would your community organisation do with a grant of $5,000?

We are blessed with a very active community in this area. The many community organisations
not only connect us, they teach us, entertain us, keep us active, protect our history, secure our
environment, build assets, and keep facilities and services running for the benefit of us all.

For local students commencing tertiary
education in 2023.
Open 12th September 2022 | Closes 23rd November 2022
"The support fund has minimised the financial burden
placed on myself and family that comes alongside
University. It has allowed me to greater prioritise study
over working." – Karla from Thorpdale.

"With the grant received from ESF, I purchased myself
a new MacBook Air as my old Lenovo was no longer
functioning. This laptop has been phenomenal and I
am so grateful." – Sam from Mirboo North.

Apply Now On Our Website
www.mirboodistrictfoundation.org.au

Together we Make a Difference
0418 301 092
@mirboodistrictfoundation
info@mirboodistrictfoundation.org.au

7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra Vic 3870
Ph: 03 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE
Open: Monday to Friday, 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturdays, 9.00am to 11.00am
except long weekends we will be closed.

Supplying all Australia Post Products including Express, International
and Registered mail, Stamps, Packaging etc. Photocopying & Fax Service.
Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals
are also available. We also have some Gift Cards.
Banking services are available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can
help you do a Western Union Money Transfer.
Travel Money/Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa Cards available
here as well as the Travel Visa cards.
We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.
We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas,

We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you
are entitled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery.
You may set up an email notification with us when mail is awaiting collection (Mail2Day).

Mary & Shannon & Team
The Boolarra Link - September 2022

The Mirboo North & District Community Foundation’s annual Community Grants Program 2022 is there
to support the activities of these community groups
through providing funds to assist them in their work,
to bring new ideas and projects to life.
“Each year it is exciting to approve grant applications
for amazing projects which community groups intend
to roll out,” says Ruth Rogan, Executive Officer. “The
enthusiasm and dedication which local people bring to
their projects, giving their time and energy to strengthen their area, is inspirational.”
Over the last 12 years, the Community Foundation
has distributed $1.6 million in grants and sponsorship across our district, which includes Mirboo North,
Thorpdale, Yinnar, Boolarra, Dumbalk, Allambee and
many rural communities in between. The bulk of these
funds have gone to local community organisations to
bring good projects to life.
One successful grant recipient from 2021 was the Boolarra Old School Museum, whose story is told elsewhere
in this paper. This granted funded is funding one of
several upgrades being done to the Museum. As Linda Minter, Secretary, explains: ‘With the upgrades, we
hope to welcome more people into the Museum and the
Historical Society. Museum open days are held once a
month featuring recorded interviews and a slide show
of five hundred old photos.’
If you have an idea for something you could do in your
community, give Ruth a call on 0418 301 092 or have
a look at www.mirboodistrictfoundation.org.au. The
application process may seem daunting, but it is pretty
easy and we can assist where needed.
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St Matt's Op Shop

LATROBE CITY

SPORTING

Hall of Fame

The shop may be based in Yinnar, but it couldn't continue without the support of the surrounding district and in particular, Boolarra. Over half our
volunteer staff live in Boolarra, and many of our customers too. The money
we raise goes to support community projects and the Boolarra and Yinnar
South churches.
St Matt's next event will be our popular ‘Fill a bag for $5’ clothing sale for
the whole month of September. According to a recent article on ABC News,
if you shop for second-hand clothes, you are more likely to be ‘stylish’ (as
opposed to fashion-conscious): “A style-conscious person expresses themselves through their clothes. They look for authentic and original pieces and
avoid mainstream trends and fast fashion.” So, stock up your wardrobe with
some bright, classic, or glamorous outfits!
In addition to our current opening hours, we are thinking of opening our
shop on Tuesdays as well. Let us know if you would like to volunteer. The
benefits are: getting first pick of the wonderful bargains that come into the
store, plus a lot of fun with the other volunteers! You will just need a WorkMelanie-Spring.
ing With Children check.
For all our news including upcoming sales and events, search for "St Matt's Op Shop Yinnar" on Facebook or
contact Robern Lubawski on 5169 6494.

Nomination Information Sheet 2022

Sporting Hall of Fame
Nominations are now open!
After successful nominations in 2006, 2008, 2010, 2014
and 2018, the Latrobe City Sporting Hall of Fame is back
and we are looking for the elite athletes and members of
Latrobe City to stand up and be recognised.
Nominations can be made under two categories: Legends
and Members.
SPORTING HALL OF FAME LEGEND:

Legend Status is only available to competitors who have:
• Achieved sporting excellence by competing at the
highest level.
SPORTING HALL OF FAME MEMBERS:

Member status is available to all other sports people,
including administrators, coaches, scientists, sports
medicine and sports media who have:
• been part of a sporting team either as a coach,
manager, mentor, official or umpire at the highest
possible level.
Nominations are now open to the 2022
Sporting Hall of Fame under the two categories:
Legends and Members.
Awards Ceremony will be presented at the
Australia Day ceremony held at Gippsland
Performing Arts Centre, Traralgon on Thursday
26 January 2023.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

• Nominations must be on the official form (one
nomination per form). All nominations must be
received by 5pm on Monday 10 October 2022.
• Each application requires full contact details of the
Nominee and Referee, and no self-nominations will be
accepted.
• All nomination information and material submitted
remains the property of Latrobe City Council.
• The decision of the Latrobe City Council in relation
to the awards is final and no correspondence will be
entered into in respect of the decision.
• Additional information which supports the
nominations can be attached to the form.
• Forms are available at all Latrobe City Council Service
Centres.
Electronic versions can be downloaded from
www.latrobe.vic.gov.au/SportingHallofFame and
completed nominations can be sent directly to
events@latrobe.vic.gov.au
OR address to:
Sporting Hall of Fame
Latrobe City Council
PO Box 264
MORWELL 3840

Nominations close 5pm on Monday 10
October 2022.

Rosemary Abetz-Rouse.

Nurturing Native Plants for Culture and Biodiversity
The Indigenous Garden out back of Yinnar Community Garden is growing into a beautiful space where
reflection on relationships to country, plants and art
can be seen both on the benches designed by GunaiKurnai Artist and
GLaWAC* cultural
man Ronald Edwards Pepper and
in the deepening
network of Australian plants now established.
Ron said inspiration for the art
project came from
Aunty
Doris’s
knowledge of useful plants for the
GunaiKurnai, and
Dreamtime stories
Artist Ron and Bush Garden.
of creation, the
stars and the significance of fire. The largest 3m bench
displays plants that are found in the garden. Ron’s use
of bold, bright colours and symbolic shapes make the
images pop out of the natural vegetation and provide
a vision of happy times.
I was invited to paint in collaboration with Ron. Ron
had been guided by Aunty Doris as to where to find
some ochre. We bound the ochre and used it to paint
the canoe and the coolamon. For me the process of
painting was an important learning about cultural
respect. It wasn’t a simple process of painting what I
wanted: Ron taught me that specific permissions had
to be granted depending on who was responsible for
what part of the story. This process takes time and re-
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flection is intrinsic.
The benches in the garden were collected and shaped
from local storm damaged trees by Owen Townsend.
Owen came to the YCG on an AGL Community Participation working bee and he wanted to create something special for the space. The roughhewn benches
rest on large rounds. They provided a naturalistic canvas for Ron to work on. The benches will show the
marks of time as they weather, thus providing another
layer of knowledge to the artwork.
Creating an educational space was an important aspect that Aunty Doris had identified. Under the alternate VCE learning program Kurnai College students
have been able to come out on country and participate
in the design and implementation of the symbolic fire
pit and support art and gardening activities. Learning
how to nurture and work with nature has been a fun
experience for these young people who even attended
on their last day of term!
This indigenous Garden has been established on native title land with permission from GLaWAC and
funding from OSMI. It honours the GunnaiKurnai
connection to country and provides a resource for reflection and education. A sign is under development
that will highlight some of the plants and an opening
ceremony is being planned for this year.

For further information
Contact the Latrobe City Events Team on
1300 367 700 or email events@latrobe.vic.gov.au

2023 AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS

NOMINATIONS
NOMINATIONS CLOSE

Monday 10 October 2022, 5pm

WHO WILL YOU NOMINATE?
Now is your chance to nominate the person
or group you would like to see receive an award.
There are five categories:
• Citizen of the Year
• Senior Citizen of the Year
• Young Citizen of the Year
• Community Event of the Year
• Community Service of the Year
For further information or to complete
an online nomination or download a form visit:
www.latrobe.vic.gov.au/AustraliaDay or drop into
a Latrobe City Council Service Centre to collect a
hard copy nomination pack.
These awards are your awards, so
nominate that special someone now!

For further information
Phone the Latrobe City Events
Team on 1300 367 700 or email
events@latrobe.vic.gov.au

Catheryn Thompson.
*GLaWAC – Gippsland Land and Water Aboriginal
Corporation.

Grinding the ochre.

Yinnar Bush Garden Ron.
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What’s New At Boolarra Primary
School
Over the last few years Boolarra
Primary School has had a strong improvement focus in the areas of numeracy and student behaviour. We
consistently work towards ensuring
our school is abreast of the latest and most effective
pedagogies and programs. As such we are continually
transforming.
Students are explicitly taught how to recognise and
regulate their emotions through our Zones of Regulation Program. Throughout the day our students are
asked to identify how they feel so teachers and educational support workers can assist students to identify
strategies to move into the Learning (Green) Zone.
All students have a Ready to Learn Plan so they can
quickly identify a strategy to use if they are a bit tired
or feeling a bit wiggly.
We are now implementing the Berry Street Education
Model and have a strong focus on predictable routines
and procedures. At the beginning of every morning
class we run Morning Circle. During this time, students greet each other in fun ways, have the daily

Mirboo North Lantern Parade.

timetable explained to them, share Shout
Outs such as birthday or achievements and
engage in a positive primer activity to build
positive energy. We also lean into our school values
and discuss what behaviours we would see if someone
was engaged, responsible, respectful and aspirational.
At the end of the day, we reflect on what we did well
and, if needed, what we would like to improve on. Our
new vegetable garden, thanks to Bendigo Bank for the
grant, will also provide a relaxing space for students
to go to.
Teachers and staff are working closely with students
to make sure that their individual needs are met, and
they have a voice in decisions about their learning. To
support this, our students have regular meetings with
their teachers to identify new learning goals and reflect on the progress made in achieving these. We re-

BPS Book Week

On Friday 26 August it was Book Week at Boolarra Primary School and everyone was so excited to see what
other people dressed up as. In the morning, the whole school was having fun just playing before school started.
Book Week was the best and everyone had lots of fun.
When school started everyone came inside and sat in a circle for the PARADE. Different grades took turns
in showing off their costumes and they all looked great. Lots of people dressed up as Harry Potter characters,
Little Red Riding Hood and lots of other costumes were worn.
After the parade, the whole school did some maths activities like making a model inspired by the book 100
Hungry Ants. We also played some maths games such as Get Out of My House and a maths version of Snakes
and Ladders. Everyone had so much fun doing maths games we couldn’t wait ‘till the next hour.
Lastly, we made a Grug book. At first, we had to draw Grug. Next, we got into groups and each group made
a draft of a page of him visiting Boolarra. After that we
showed the draft to the teacher, got feedback, revised and
published it with a drawing of Grug doing that thing we
wrote about.
Our Book Week Celebration Day was excellent. At the end
of the day, we were all really happy because we had a good
time learning together as a school. Everyone’s dress up was
really cool.
Book Week.

Bar and
Bottle Shop

BOOLARRA HOTEL

Will be open as follows:
9am to late Monday to Saturday,
Sunday 10am -11pm

Contact
For up to date information or
bookings phone 5159 6420

www.boolarrahotel.com.au

-Bistro open every day for lunch between 12noon and 2pm and dinner between 5pm and 8pm.
- Pizza eat in or take away, every day between 11am and 8pm.
- Bands every Saturday night, 7 pm to 11pm, entry free.
- First Friday every month band ‘Destiny’ playing in Bistro.
- Parma night every Wednesday night - Thursday kids eat free with adult meals.
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ward students through
raffle tickets, house
points, chips, and prizes
such as books as well as
simple verbal praise.
A further change to
our school curriculum
is the inclusion of dance
100 Days of School. as part of our comprehensive Arts Program
which also includes weekly music sessions. We are
looking forward to producing a brilliant concert next
term where we can show case our skills.
We have embedded our Sounds Write Program so
students have the necessary phonological knowledge
and skills for reading and writing. We are thrilled with
our NAPLAN results which show excellent improvements and achievements across all curriculum areas.
This is a wonderful result for all our community. A
huge shout out to our staff who work tirelessly to ensure students are taught at their level of need.
Enrolments for 2023 are now open and I would like
to invite potential new families to book in for a tour of
our wonderful school. We have lots to be proud of and
are keen to explain our current programs and how
they would benefit prospective students. The best way
to understand our school is to visit and ask questions.
Susan Duncan,
Principal,
Boolarra Primary
School.

Dance - Machines.

BPS Report to
School Council

At the end of week two of Term 3 it was a nice sunny
day and both sports teams voted to have a picnic at
the park for winning the month’s sports tallies. We
stopped literacy early to walk down to the park to
have our lunch and play. We were there for about one
hour and then came back to finish our day.
At the end of week three lots of students were involved in the Mirboo North Lantern Parade. There
was a lot of people and there was a bunch of stalls for
dumplings, fairy floss, potato slinkies and a calamari
shop. There were bongo drums at the start of the Parade. There was a nice owl ice sculpture in the BBQ
area. BPS students walked down the street with the
lanterns and crowns they had made at school.
Lots of people entered the Churchill News Story
Writing Competition. It is a long wait before we find
out the results!
Next Friday Ryder K, Logan, Ruby, Declan, Tilly,
Toby and Kyden are going to the school basketball
competition where they play against other schools.
We have been focusing on a different school value
each week so that we can all understand what they
mean, and we look at the ways we can show those
values.
Ryder and Isabelle.
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Boolarra South
Landcare Group
Although there has been plenty of rain recently, we
have managed dry Saturdays for our working bees at
the Mill Site. It is hard to keep the tracks clear when
trees keep falling and holes appear. Sink holes and
yabby holes both need filling. Our thanks go to Mark
who has been keeping watch and doing the cutting
and filling on a regular basis to keep the tracks open.
There are some lovely native flowers in bloom including Victoria’s floral emblem, Pink Heath. The wattle is
cheerful when everything is damp.
We have received an allocation of trees and were hoping to plant these at Primrose Park which lost so many
trees in the big storm last year. Inspection showed us
how wet it was, much too wet to attempt to plant yet,
so we will wait for better weather.
We received some wombat mange kits from Mange
Management and they have the chemical on them

Alison, Keith, Denise, Ros and Milton
ready for work.

Denise ready to plant.

to treat the wombat as it goes
through the gate. Sadly, many
wombats have mange and they
lose their sight and eventually die.
Any wombat out during the day is Tree on Two Mick's Track.
likely to be affected. If you could
make use of a kit, contact Alison on 0408 992 927 for
more information.
Tree cleared, thanks Mark.
We will have tree planting at Primrose Park as soon
as we can so if you can help, check the
Boolarra Facebook page and I will put
the details there. It would be great to 'To be inspirational you don't have to save lives or
win medals.
have some extra help and children are
'I
often
draw
strength
from meeting ordinary peoencouraged to join in.
Denise Schiller.

Pink Heath in bloom.

ple doing extraordinary things: volunteers, carers,
community organisers and good neighbours; unsung
heroes whose quiet dedication makes them special.
'They are an inspiration to those who know them.'
HM Queen Elizabeth II, at the Olympic Games in
Rio de Janeiro, 2016.

prosper valley gravel
Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842
Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586

Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander,

Contact Dave for Free Quotes
Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au
Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper
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FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS

BURNING ISSUES
BOOLARRA CFA NEWS
It has continued to be quiet at the Brigade over winter, with only five incidents reported. Two of these
were for burning vegetation - one a burn off that got
close to trees; the other a case of unauthorized burning in the Barktown bush. We provided support to

Brigade Awards
Dinner

In July, the Brigade
held our annual
awards dinner at the
Boolarra Football Netball Club rooms. Brigade members and their families, along with Cr.
Melissa Ferguson, guests from neighbouring brigades, Merton Group and District
27 HQ attended an enjoyable evening.
Past Captain Todd Birkbeck was a surprise
guest.
Services awards were presented to the following:
Dale Franssen – Five year certificate
Rob Franssen – Ten year service medal
Unfortunately, Steve Plath and Dave
O’Brien were unable to attend on the night
to receive their awards, due to COVID.
They will be presented at a later date.
The Brigade also presented Life MemberBruce and Di Life Membership.
ship Awards to Bruce and Di Billingsley for
their long and dedicated service to Boolneighbouring brigades in three incidents.
arra Fire Brigade. Bruce has been a member for nearly
30 years and has held a number of Brigade ManageChanges to the Fire Danger Rating
This year, the Fire Danger Rating system has changed
and a national approach has been adopted. There are
now four levels instead of six. The roadside sign at the
intersection of Monash Way and Bastin Street, and
the one at the Post Office will be updated in the coming weeks.

Training

Quiet or not, the Brigade continues fortnightly training to maintain our skillsets and develop our teamwork. We have recently completed fire extinguisher operation, Tactical Exercises Without Tankers
(TEWTs), Advanced Pumping and Breathing Apparatus Skills Maintenance. As we move into spring, we
will begin our pre fire season skills training - wildfire
and grass fire fighting, burn-over drills, hazardous
tree identification and equipment checks. We will
also take part in larger training exercises at Group and
District level. This is part of what we do each year to
make sure we are ready to keep our community safe.

Prepare your property and bushfire plan

You also have a role to play in helping us keep the
community safe. Now is the time to start preparing
your property for the summer fire season. Clear excess
vegetation and clean out your gutters. Check that your
driveways are accessible for firetrucks – overhanging
vegetation and shrubs, and narrow gateways can restrict our ability to get into your property quickly. We
need at least three metres in height, three metres width
and seven metres in length for our tanker. If you have
them, check your fire pumps and equipment are in
working order. Review your bushfire plan – consider
if anything has changed for you and update your plans
accordingly. Perhaps you no longer feel you could stay
and protect your property. Where will you go if your
plan is to leave on a day of high fire danger? What do
you need to take? It is important to keep your bushfire
plan up to date.

Dee Franssen.

ment Team positions. He is a highly experienced firefighter and tanker driver, as well as
helping out with the many odd jobs that need
to be done at the station. Di has been a member for 23 years and has also held a number of
positions on the Brigade Management Team.
She was the first female elected to be Captain
of the Brigade, a position she held for seven
years. Captain Simon thanked both Bruce
and Di for their service to the Brigade and the
community.
Di Billingsley.

Rob Franssen.

Time for a home
loan health check!
With interest rates on the rise, there’s never been a better time to review your home
loan.
We’ll look at your rate, term, repayments, and equity, giving your loan a full check-up to
make sure it’s still right for you and your current needs.
Enquire online at bendigobank.com.au/healthcheck or call your nearest
branch on 03 5668 1231.
Community Bank • Mirboo North & District

*Source: Roy Morgan Single Source Australia, March 2022. All loans are subject to the bank’s normal lending criteria. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply. Please consider your situation and read the Terms and Conditions, available online at www.bendigobank.com.au
or upon request from any Bendigo Bank branch, before making a decision. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879 (1676698-1734981) (05/22) OUT_25298317, 25/08/2022
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Well, the winter has been cold
and damp and this is perfect
weather for sitting by the fire
and knitting for relaxation. A
few of our members have escaped to Alice Springs
or Queensland and others find exhilaration on the
snow slopes. Most of us have been happy to remain
closer to home and enjoy our weekly catch-up and
monthly special shared lunch.
Marietta completed a complex and beautiful shawl
in mohair, silk and merino yarn for her daughter as
well as a pair of socks. She has now begun a pretty
pink cardigan for a lucky granddaughter.
Rosslyn has generously despatched a multitude of
knitted toys to an overseas aid organisation.
Kate couldn’t wait for her new order from Bendigo Wool so completed a modern cable cardigan in
Cherry Red. Thanks again to Val’s stash and Judith
for the pattern. It was a challenge following a graph
which was kindly enlarged thanks to Matt G. and is
quite pleased with the result. A new pattern may be
sought out for the purchased yarn perhaps.
Denise is busy on another pair of socks for her
brother-in -law as the fortunate recipient.
Lois is working on a mohair vest which is knitted

in one piece up to the armpits. It will be a lovely
warm item to wear in the chilly weather.
Sue C. has almost completed an off-white knee rug
for her sister and is in the planning stages of her next
project to utilise her stash of wool that she has spun
by hand.
Ann L. continues her leisurely knitting with another scarf this time in a black and white mix.
Lex has travelled north after completing the laborious re-caning of a couple of dining chairs for her
daughter. A labour of love indeed. There will be another challenging project in process no doubt.
Robyn continues with socks and more socks as her
waiting list continues to lengthen.
Brenda has learned a new star stitch for a fabulous
bed throw in a subtle blend of pale gelato shades.
Elizabeth made a lovely job of the white cardigan
with coloured buttons for a little girl.
Lori may have slowed down a little with the recent
illness of Steve. He is making a good recovery and all
at wool group wish them both well.
Meetings continue in the Multi Purpose Building
each Thursday from 11.30am.
Interested new members are very welcome. BYO
lunch. Coffee and tea provided.
Kate Cartwright.

Yinnar & District Memorial Hall Market
Applications for the Yinnar & District Memorial Hall Indoor/Outdoor Market scheduled for Sunday 6
November, 9am ‘till 1pm are now available. Submissions will be accepted until 28 September after which
all successful applicants will be notified.
If you “Make It, Bake It, Grow It, Sew It” then email yinnarmemorialhallinc@outlook.com for an application form.
Helen O'Hara,
Booking Officer, YDMH Market Coordinator,
0417 525 431.

Yinnar is holding its first Farmers Market on Saturday
1 April 2023, and we would love to include growers
and producers from Boolarra and district. So far, we
have interest from sellers of fresh farm-grown flowers, kimchi, in-season vegetables, handmade preserves and chutneys, proteas, pasture-raised chicken,
free range eggs, Frantoio and Hardy’s Mammoth olive
oils, indigenous inspired jams/sauces/fruit cakes, local honey products, hive chai, and even locally made
honeycomb chocolate bars.
Yinnar South residents Rosemary Abetz-Rouse and
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Skye de Hommel are organising the event to offer local
producers a platform to sell to a local market. Given
the high cost of diesel to transport fruit and vegies
from interstate, along with floods in the Lockyer Valley impacting heavily on crops, the Farmers Market
will demonstrate the resilience (and often lower cost)
of producing food closer to home.
The Farmers Market will be backed by a small grant
from Food For All Latrobe Valley (FFALV), an initiative of the Latrobe Health Innovation Zone, and will
be auspiced by the Yinnar & District Community Association. The cost for holding a stall will be a gold
coin donation, and stallholders may be required to
hold insurance (TBC).
The Yinnar Farmers Market is particularly on the
lookout for local producers of fruits, nuts, and cheeses.
If you have any suggestions, please email yinnarfarmersmarket@gmail.com or visit the Yinnar Farmers
Market Facebook page.
Rosemary Abetz-Rouse.
Yinnar Farmers Market
yinnarfarmersmarket@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/YinnarFarmersMarket
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Bowling Club
Boolarra will conduct the annual Opening of the
Green on Sunday 25 September (the day after the
Grand Final) with the first bowl at 12.30pm. Any
visitors are more than welcome.
The upcoming 22/23 Pennant Season will commence
on Saturday 15 October with Boolarra fielding sides
in Div 3 and Div 6. The Club would like to encourage
anyone interested in playing socially or officially to
get down to the Club on a Tuesday or Thursday afternoon to have a roll and see if the game is for them, or
to have a beer and yarn while watching a game whilst
meeting the very warm and welcoming members.
The green is looking in fantastic condition after
all the hard work by Colby and his crew, and the
off-season construction of the new sun shelters on
the creek side of the green will provide some much
needed protection from the weather.
The AGM was held in July with only minimal
changes to the board positions. A big thank you to
the current committee for extending your time for
another year and to the new members for stepping
up to the plate. The Club is still waiting on nominations from the membership for selectors for the
upcoming season.
President – Graeme Colbert
Vice President – Terry Parker
Secretary – Travis Baker
Treasurer – Janet Napier
Asst Treasurer – Joelene Laukens
Board Members: Angela Mazou, David Caldwell,
Mandi Peter

Travis Baker,
Secretary,
Boolarra Bowling Club.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Services and Repairs to all Makes and Models
Minor and Major Services
4wd and Diesel Engines
Wheels and Tyres
Small Engines, Mowers and Chainsaws,
Whipper Snippers
Brakes and Suspension
Motorcycles Repairs and Servicing
Clutches
A/C Re-gas and Servicing
All Mechanical Repairs

Local Pick up and Drop off Available
For all your needs give us a call on
0477026106
Address- 240 Foster Road Boolarra South

Boolarra Football Club
FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935

WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

Well, that’s it for another season of football and netball. Overall, it was a good season with the Seniors,
15s/under and 13s/under all making finals.
The Seniors finished the season in fourth position
with 10 wins, a draw and five losses. If not for a
couple of late season upset losses, it was looking like
we might have ended up in second position and with
a double chance in the finals series. Nevertheless, the
boys faced Hill End in the Elimination Final at Thorpdale and came away with a great comeback victory
over last year’s minor premier. The second week of
finals see us matched up with close rivals Yinnar, in
what was a tough day at Newborough. The boys just
couldn’t get going and our season came to an end. The
Club was really pleased with the season the boys and
coach Giardina put together and are looking forward
to taking another step forward next season.

and Tarwin later in the season. A big pre-season is in
order and consistent numbers on the track will turn
this around in 2023. Are the boys prepared to do what
it takes?
Our vote count was held straight after the final home
and away game with Joel Mason taking the chocolates
Reserves B&F Alex Devonshire.

Senior B&F runner up Brendan
Mason.

Mid Gippsland League
Best and
Fairest Ricky
Cochrane.

The Reserves finished the season just missing finals.
Unfortunately, the gap between our best and worst
footy was far too big. Inconsistency plagued the year
with some disappointing results against other mid
table teams but then the boys could lift and play some
really good footy against top teams like Newborough

in a dramatic count that come down to the last card in
the seniors. Joel’s brother Brendan finished as runner
up, two votes behind. Alex Devonshire capped off a
good season winning the 2’s count comfortably over
veteran Rob Beamish.
In other exciting news for the Club, Senior footballer
Ricky Cochrane took out the MGFNL Senior Best
and Fairest medal. Ricky tied for first with Thomas
Cameron of Fish Creek in what was a great night for
Ricky personally and the Club. Not since 2011 have
the footballers had a league B&F winner. On that occasion Matt Dyer took out the medal. Brendan Mason
finished 4 votes behind Ricky in equal fifth position.
‘Well Done’ to both boys.
Thursday Night meals have come to an end for the
year. John Batista has done a tremendous job at the
Club with the quality and value for money meals he
serves up, and it showed with the amount of people coming for a beautiful feed throughout 2021

The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to thank their valued sponsors for Season 2021 and
welcome all new sponsors that have jumped on board since last season. We ask that you get behind and
support these businesses as they support our community Club.
We are also always on the hunt for new sponsors. Darren Napier once again is leading the sponsorship drive. If
you would like more information on packages don’t hesitate to contact Naps.
Major sponsor - MC Civil and Landscaping.
Sponsors –
Narellan Pools, Prorent, Tony Antonelli Accounting, Australian Solid Fuel Testing, Strzelecki Engineering, Mirboo
North & District Community Bank, Devtree Pty Ltd, A1 Asphalting, Boolarra Post Office, ETU, Stile Bricklaying,
Willaton Transport, Kennedy Haulage, Young Signs, Out of Dough, Monacellars Wine and Spirits, Strzelecki
Plumbing, Valley Tyre Service, Mirboo Nth Hardware, Jims Building Inspections, Russell Northe MLA, J Smith
Motors, R & A Beamish Ag Fencing, Strzelecki Engineering, Valley Trophy Centre, BJ Bennett & Co real estate,
BMW Electrical, Bob Jane T Marts, Stockdale and Leggo Mirboo Nth, Virtue Homes, Boolarra Hotel, Morwell Club
Inc, Good Move Conveyancing, BelleBanne, Gatts Panel works, Latrobe Valley Funeral Services, Riviera Display
Kitchens, Pizza HQ Churchill, Bensons Timber and Hardware, Yinnar Community Hotel, Gibsons Groundspreads,
Prosper Valley Gravel, Tradeweld, Evans Petroleum, Norm Oliver Meats, 38 Forty Café, Gippsland Printers,

and 2022. We would like to extend our thanks to all
the people from the community that supported us
throughout the year by coming down for a feed and
some cold refreshments and look forward to seeing
you all back again next year.
We would also like to thank all the volunteers at the
Club that have worked tirelessly to make this season
happen. Without you all and the hard work you do,
we wouldn’t have a Club. Most, if not all, of these
volunteers have businesses, full time jobs, families and
other commitments but still make time to do their
bit at the Club. Thank you. However, we are always
looking for more volunteers and helpers at the Club.
We are a small community Club and rely on locals to
fill roles. Please do not hesitate to come forward if you
think you can fill a role at the Club. No matter how
small. The Club is very eager to get more people into
roles at the Club to ease the burden on long serving
volunteers that have taken on too much. Now, more
than ever, we need people stepping up to lend a hand
and do your bit for your Club.
You can keep up to date with all Club news via our
Facebook page Boolarra Football Netball Club.
Simon Buglisi.

Reserves B&F runner up Rob Beamish.

McDonalds, Alfresh 2 Go.
Senior Best and Fairest Joel Mason.
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The Boolarra Link Community Directory
Organisation		Contact Name		Phone

Anglican and Uniting Churches Lubawski			5169 6494
Boolarra Book Club and
Robern Lubawski
Blazers Walking Group John Lubawski			
5169 6494
Boolarra Bowling Club 		
Travis Baker			
0416 087 305
Boolarra Cemetery Trust
Lyrinda Carter			
0408337764
Boolarra and District Horse
Nicky Stewart 			
0412 448 789
and Trail Riding Club
Boolarra CFA			
Di Billingsley			
0408 173 637
Boolarra Community
Development Group
Colin Brick			
5163 1212
Boolarra Netball /		 						
Football Club			
Simon Buglisi 			
0411 142 375
Social Rooms 						5169 6507
Change Rooms						5169 6507
Boolarra Historical Society
Linda Minter			
0447 996 702
Boolarra Multi Purpose
Building		David Warren			0429 941 905
Boolarra Play Group		
Alex Beamish			
0438 518 961
Boolarra Pre-school						5169 6588
Boolarra Primary School
Susan Duncan			
5169 6471
Boolarra Quilting Group
Linda Minter			
5169 6702
Boolarra Friends of the
Red Cross		Glenys Morgan			5169 6721
Boolarra South Landcare
Denise Schiller			
5169 6425
Boolarra Tennis Club								
Boolarra Verandah Jammers
Sue Clutterbuck 		
0437348366
Boolarra Wool and Spinning
Group			Lois Thornton			0400 722 716
Boolarra and Yinnar Community
Recovery Committee Colin Brick			
5163 1212
Boolarra Youth Theatre Group Tania Brown 			
5169 6466
Budgeree Hall			
Leanne Potter			
0429 111 192
Catholic Church		
Fr James Fernandez		
5134 2849
5169 6425
				or Denise Schiller 		

What’s on. . . . .
For contact information please refer to the Directory above.

Church Services
in Boolarra and Yinnar
Catholic Church

Tarwin Street, Boolarra
Mass at 10.30am on 2nd and 4th Sunday in
Boolarra
and 10.30am on 1st and 3rd Sunday in Yinnar.
Liturgy at 10.30am on 2nd Tuesday of the month

Anglican and Uniting Churches
in co-operation

Tarwin Street, Boolarra
1st Sunday 10.00am Anglican Communion.
3rd Sunday 10.00am Uniting Communion.
No Service in Yinnar.

PLEASE NOTE: If there are changes to any
Link Community Directory
information, please notify the Boolarra Link Editor:

Sylvia Sauppe on 5169 6321
or editor@boolarralink.org.au
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Monday

Organisation		Contact Name		Phone

Churchill Neighbourhood
Centre				Nathan Brown			5120 3850
Cooperating Church		
Brenda Burney 			
5122 1480
Cricket Club			
Ben Duffy			
0474 793 733
Exercise Class			
Kathleen Millett			
5122 2591
				or Kate				5169 6592

Folk Festival			
Rick Teychenne			
0408 696 243
Friends of the Upper		
Denise Schiller			
5169 6425
Morwell River
Garden Club			Jill Simmonds			5169 6516
Grand Ridge Rail Trail		
John Collins			
0428 124 554
Justice of the Peace		
Matt Gleeson 			
0427 696 461
				Gwenda Pither			0427 963 385
Latrobe CC Fire Recovery
Heather Farley			
5128 5648
LaTrobe TaeKwon-Do		
Dave Proctor			
0402 270 347
Municipal Emergency
Response Officer 		
Lance King			
5128 5426
Local Emergency Action Plan John Harris			
0431 972 672
Memorial Hall			
Roz Carstairs			
0429 383 686
Memorial Park			Colin Brick			5163 1212
Men’s Shed			Michael Watt			5169 6286
Open Garden Day		
Jill Simmonds			
5169 6516
5122 2591
Pilates				Kathleen Millett 			
Police				Matt Ryan			5169 6222
								0458 839 886
Pony Club			
Secretary
boolarraponyclub@gmail.com
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group

Linda Minter 			

0447 996 702

Russell Northe			Russell Northe			5133 9088
Scouts				Daiel Cook			0423 495 977
Soroptomist International
Samantha Brick			
0427 824 722
Stroke Support Group		
Paul Howells			
5623 5598
Wildlife Centre Nanaste		
Trent Mills			
0409 346 714
Yinnar & District Judo Club
Sharon Taylor 			
0418 681 245
				Peter Brimblecombe 		0409 402 459
Yinnar Community Garden
Catheryn Thompson		
0435 048 153
0475 376 015
Yoga				Kristy Mills 			

Groups and Organisations Meeting Times. . . . .

Exercise Class - 9.30am, all ages, Boolarra Memorial Hall.
Book Club - 2.00pm, 1st Monday of the month.
Men’s Shed - Between 10.00am and 4.00pm.
CFA - Every 2nd Monday from 7.00pm - skills training at the station - prospective new members welcome
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group - 2nd and 4th Monday from11.00am - Multi Purpose Building.
Red Cross - Monthly 1st Monday at 1.00pm, The Boolarra Store

Tuesday

Yoga - 6.00pm-7.30pm General Class Boolarra Memorial Hall.
Pilates - 9.30am, Multi Purpose Building.

Wednesday

Men’s Shed - Between 10.00am and 4.00PM.
Yinnar & District Judo Club - during school terms from 6.15pm - 7.30pm, Yinnar Recreation Reserve.

Thursday

Wool Group - 11.30 am-3.30pm, Multi Purpose Building.
Blazers Walking Group - Meet 9.00am, Boolarra Recreation Reserve.
Boolarra Memorial Hall - Bi-Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
Boolarra Community Development Group - Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.00pm, Multi Purpose Building.

Friday

Playgroup - 9.30am-11.30am, Multi Purpose Build.
Exercise Class - All ages 10.00am, Yinnar Memorial Hall.

Sunday

Historical Society - 2.00pm-4.00 pm, 1st Sunday of the month, Boolarra Historical Museum
Pony Club Rally - 2nd Sunday of the month, Recreation Reserve
CFA - 9.00am - 10.00am - Radio testing / equipment maintenance
Boolarra Verandah Jammers - 1.30pm, playing Ukulele every Sunday on the front verandah of the Old Pub.
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