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Edgar Owen President Boolarra and District His-
torical Society on left speaking to Danny O’Brien 

MP in front of historic Museum sign.

Members and guests seated listening 
to Danny O’Brien.

Guests enjoying afternoon tea in the school room at the 
Museum, seated is Patrick Morgan well-known local 

author of historical publications.
Scrumptious afternoon tea provided 

by BDHS ladies.

Members and guests in the Museum 
enjoying refreshments and conversa-

tion.

Danny O’Brien speaking to guests 
standing on new all-purpose ramp.

Edgar Owen right introducing 
Danny O’Brien MP standing on 

the new all-purpose ramp.

Official Opening of the 
Boolarra Museum Ramp
We had a beautiful day for the Opening Ceremony  
- the weather was perfect and members and guests 
were able to sit in the shade of the old heritage listed 
palm tree and listen to Danny O’Brien MP as he 
declared a growing interest in local history now that 
he has a family. Edgar Owen President spoke of the 
need to have more members joining the Boolarra 
and District Historical Society especially younger 
members, before introducing Danny O’Brien MP 
and Ruth Rogan from the Mirboo North and Dis-
trict Community Foundation.
After the official proceedings, we adjourned to the 
schoolroom inside the Museum for a delicious after-
noon tea provided by the ladies of the BDHS. There 
was much conversation and information exchanged 
about the Museum.
The ramp will now allow access to the Museum for 
more people especially those with mobility and vi-
sion problems. Children in strollers will be able to 

enter and no longer does anyone have to negotiate 
two very steep steps and uneven ground to enter the 
Museum. The Museum is run by a team of vol-
unteers who maintain the building for the benefit 
of the community. This iconic building is over a 
hundred years old and is in constant need of main-
tenance and is kept in good condition by a series of 
community grants. We hope that there will be more 
visitors to the Museum now who will come and en-
joy the diverse number of exhibits and information 
that the Museum has to offer.
The Boolarra Old School Museum is open to the 
public on the first Sunday of the 
month from 2pm – 4pm or by 
appointment and our meetings 
are on the third Tuesday of the 
month at 2pm with an interesting 
speaker followed by afternoon 
tea.

Linda Minter,
Boolarra and District 
Historical Society.

On behalf of The Boolarra Link Committee, we would like to thank you for your support over the 
last year.  To our contributors, sponsors and advertisers we send our special thank you – because 
without you we would not have a local rag that we can truly call our own.  May your Christmas be 
filled with joy and happiness, and may your New Year be safe and prosperous!  And we look for-
ward to bringing you the news and stories of Boolarra and districts in 2023.

Luke Potter,
President, The Boolarra Link.
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THE BOOLARRA LINK 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The committee members are:
President - Luke Potter - 0418 530 682
Treasurer - Matt Ryan
Secretary - Alan Hall
Advertising Officer - Paula Ryan
Editor - Sylvia Sauppe -0488 488 354
Subeditor - Alan Hall
Proof Reading - Alan Hall - Luke Potter - 
Patrick Francis
Photographer - Paula Ryan - 0413 844 660

Feedback, articles, photos and correspondence 
can be provided via email to: 
editor@boolarralink.org.au 
or by letter addressed to The 
Boolarra Link and dropped 
off  at the Boolarra Post Office. 
Or general contact: 
info@boolarralink.org.au
Website: 
boolarralink.org.au

DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in The Boolarra 
Link are not necessarily those of the 

committee unless acknowledged
 as such. 

No endorsement of products or 
services is implied by the listing of 

advertisers or sponsors. 

While every effort is taken in printing 
contributions accurately, the 

committee takes no responsibility
 for errors.

BOOLARRA LINK ADVERTISING
Advertisements are in blocks of 

8cm WIDE x 10cm HIGH
Blocks can be arranged side by side 

or on top of each other

FULL COLOUR
1 block - $53.00

2nd block - $41.00
3rd and subsequent blocks - $31.00

Full page $275.00
Half page $198.00

BLACK and WHITE
Each block - $42.00

All prices including GST. If booked for 4 
editions and paid in advance 10% discount.

Scan for Website

Your Memorial Hall
After 25 plus years, the current Boolarra Me-
morial Hall Committee are looking forward to 
eventually planning a well-earned rest. Your 
Memorial Hall is in need of new, energetic and 
concerned community people to join in the 
management of the Hall so that it continues to 
be treasured and maintained as a central part of 
the Boolarra community. Contact 0429 383 686 
or BCDG if you can assist.
For those who are recent arrivals to beautiful 
Boolarra and even those who have been here 
for ever, may not realise what a wonderful facil-
ity they own. Yes! We as a community own the 
land and the building. What an asset we have! 
Would please any bank manager!

Did you know that your Hall has 
• A commercial kitchen with appliances for 

various cooking adventures (very reason-
able hire rates available).

• A large selection of musical instruments.
• A $5000 sound system available for use in 

the Hall and outside to community. groups 
for FREE! (small charge for private groups 
using Hall).

• 30 lightweight tables plus approx.200 chairs 
(also available for private hire- think - big 
family Christmas).

• 8 portable display boards available FREE for 
any local organisations to borrow

• Crockery, glasses, cutlery, tablecloths for 
hire.

• 4 table tennis tables plus playing equipment 
(opportunity knocks for a group to start up 
a regular hit up).

• An indoor carpet bowls rink plus bowls.
• Community Wi-Fi.
• A piano.
• Stage lighting.
• Great acoustics!
• Fantastic and reasonable session rates 

(community groups $10 an hour or $15 for 
outside/private groups).

• A stage.
• A small Hall- great for the smaller function.
• A great space in the Main Hall for dance, 

weddings, wakes, 21st, theatre, table ten-
nis or similar. You are only limited by your 
imagination!

The Hall Committee meet every two months 
on an agreed day/time to suit. At the moment it 
is 11.30am on the third Monday. Our next big 
event will be the Devonshire Teas at the Bool-
arra Folk Festival, Saturday, 4 March 2023 so we 
will need some willing hands-on deck to bake 
or work a shift on that day. This is a major fund 
raiser for the Hall.
Our next Hall meeting is 11.30am Monday, 7 
February 2023.

Roz Carstairs,
Secretary.

The Boolarra Folk Festival Committee have been 
working hard to secure funding and organise the 
2023 festival. This will be the 20th festival and 
promises to be a huge celebration and reunion for 
many people after the years of COVID 19.
The Festival will open on Friday 3 March, 6pm 
at the Yinnar ARC, with five performers/bands 
performing on the night. Entry is free.
The main day will kick off at 10am in 
Centenary Park, Boolarra. Over 50 ap-
plications were received to perform at 
the Festival, including artists from local 
to international. Fifteen bands/acts will 
perform on the day, with over eighty per 
cent of the acts being from Gippsland. 
The names of performers will be an-
nounced closer to the event.  
The fabulous Market and Food stalls 
will also be back in Railway Park. Over 
80 stalls will offer a huge range of crafts, 
foods, plants, clothing, jewellery and 
candles. 
The Festival Committee are proud to 
announce Latrobe City as Principal Sponsor, with 

Loy Yang B and the Foundation for Regional 
and Rural Renewal supporting the festival as 
Major Sponsors. The Bendigo Bank Communi-
ty Branch and the Mirboo North Community 
Foundation are also providing generous finan-
cial support for the event. 

It promises to be another fabulous Festival!
More details at www.boolarrafolkfestival.org.
au or Facebook Boolarra Folk Festival. 

Carolyne Boothman.

20 23

Booolarra Folk Festival, Centenary Park.
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KEN GRAEME MOTORS
24 Hour Towing &
Breakdown Service

42 Burchell Lane, Mirboo North 3871

ALL Mechanical Repairs
Tyres & Batteries

Free vehicle pick-up 
& drop-off in Boolarra

Phone/Fax: 5668 1360
After Hours: 

0408 681 360

Licenced Vehicle Tester 
& Service Centre

Thanks to Boolarra Garden Club for a terrific day to Lakes En-
trance. We visited a lovely garden in Lakes, enjoyed fish n chips on 
the foreshore and then on to a stunning six-acre property, featur-
ing grevilleas and lots of unusual natives. Stan and Anne Barker 
gave us a guided tour of their property and shared their knowl-
edge. Thanks to Eddie our ever cheerful driver

Rhonda Keegan

BOOLARRA GARDEN CLUBBOOLARRA GARDEN CLUB

Free Creative Workshops in Boolarra in January 2023.

Local Boolarra artists (D&M Art Projects) will deliver a
series of free community workshops to be held over
January in the Boolarra Memorial Hall. These art
workshops have been supported with a grant funded by
the Delburn Wind Farm.
Workshops will be held on Monday, Tuesday &
Wednesday afternoons in a range of mediums: hip hop
dance, lantern making, drumming, physical
performance, contemporary dance & shadow puppetry.
Dates include: Jan 10th, 11th & 12th, Jan 17th, 18th &
19th Times are 2-4pm daily.
All ages are welcome - from 7 to 70+.
Please note children under 12 must be accompanied by
a parent or guardian.
Be on the lookout for fliers & posters in the post office,
notice boards & general store.
For more info or to book in please contact Margie at
douglasandmackay@iinet.net.au

The Boolarra Link would like to thank our 
valued private and business sponsors  for 
their support in 2022.

• Strzelecki Plumbing
• Charlie Mac and Associates
• Boolarra Post Office
• Clutterbuck

If you like to support this community project, The 
Boolarra Link with a small or bigger contribution 
please contact us on info@boolarralink.org.au or 
speak with any of our committe members.

Boolarra Trail 
Blazers
We have continued to meet 
and walk together during 
this difficult time (and we 
always keep 1.5m apart). 
It has been great to talk and to keep fit, how-
ever it has been great to be able now to share 
morning tea. We hope to be able to go for the 
occasional walk some place different soon, but 
in the meantime meet each Thursday at 9am at 
the Football Oval.

Phone John Lubawski on 5169 6494 or just turn 
up.
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Danny O’BRIEN MP
State Member for Gippsland South

  (03) 5144 1987 

   dannyobrienmp

SHOP LOCAL  
AND SUPPORT 
LOCAL JOBS

  danny.obrien@parliament.vic.gov.au
  54B Cunninghame St, Sale VIC 3850
  dannyobrienmp.com.au

Working for Gippsland South

 

 for Regional Victoria

School Days 
at Boolarra South - 
Part 1

The Boolarra South State School, located on Grand 
Ridge Road, provided education for local children for 
about 80 years, during the period from January 1911 
to September 1990.  The school building still exists, 
being used as a studio by ceramic artist, Owen Rye.  
The school was visited by the Boolarra Historical So-
ciety on 15 March this year.  The historical informa-
tion regarding the school and the lives of some early 
teachers included in this article were researched and 
recently presented to the Boolarra Historical Society 
by Ivan Haustorfer who has been a resident of Bool-
arra South for about seven years.      
School History
Lobbying for a school at Boolarra South was com-
menced by the community in 1909, when there were 
26 children who were ready to attend the school. 
Meetings of the Morwell State School Board of Ad-
vice held on 3 May and 1 November 1909 considered 
three possible Boolarra South school sites.  A one acre 
piece of land on Grand Ridge Road, offered by Mr 
Molesworth Greene, which was being share farmed 
by Jack Bickerton at the time, was chosen.
On the 15 July 1910, Messrs Thorburn and Kneebone, 
who were local farmers, signed a contract to move the 
Darlimurla State School No. 2243 and re-erect it at 
Boolarra South.  The Darlimurla school was a port-
able building which was constructed in 1887, after 
the previous school building was destroyed by fire in 

January 1886.  The Darlimurla school had closed in 
1907.  The school was moved to Boolarra South and 
completed on 12 October 1910.   
The initial enrollment of about 25 pupils grew to 40 
by 1914, however it is thought to have generally been 
about 25 students.  Some quite large fluctuations of 
student numbers appeared to have occurred.  For 
example, a 1921 photo shows 55 students attending 
the school.  
In the early days, school and community events were 
held at the school building.  The school was used as a 
Post Office between October 1915 and January 1917, 
and between December 1917 and January 1919.  It 
appears wives of teachers at the school were responsi-
ble for the post office activities.    
In the early days, some major events were held at the 
school but the building was found to be not a suitable 
size for larger events.  One such event was the first an-
nual sports day held on 20 March 1912 which attract-
ed about four hundred people who attended from 
Boolarra, Yinnar, Budgeree, Mirboo East, Gunyah 
and Tarwin.  Following the sports events, a concert, 
supper and then a ball were held in the school build-
ing into the early hours of the morning.  Later, annual 
sports day activities were held at the larger Boolarra 
South Mechanics Institute Hall building located di-
rectly opposite the school, which was opened in 1915.              
The Boolarra South school closed on 21 September, 
1990.  At the time of the school closure, there were 
seven students, Kylie Soutar, Josh Ibbetson, Greg 
Davey, Megan Reid, Rian Ibbetson, Glen Smith and 
Brett Davey.  The last teacher was Pat Trotman.  At 
the time of closure, the President of the school coun-

cil, Stan Beer, said that with only seven stu-
dents at the school it was no longer “socially 
viable” to keep it open.  The students, along 
with the school equipment, were transferred 
to Mirboo North State school.
Followring are details of the life of the 
teacher Addie Fairlam, in the next Boolarra 
Link we will provide details of the lifes of 
two more teachers Frank Williamson and 
Frank McNamara, who were sent by the 
Education Department during the early 
years of the Boolarra South school.  Each 
of these teachers only spent short periods 
at the school, however they all achieved 
significant milestones in their lifes.  In total, 
about 40 teachers taught at the school.

Addie Fairlam

The first teacher sent to Boolarra South State School 
was Addie Fairlam, who was 23 years old at the time.  
Although Education Department records state she 
taught at Boolarra South for only four days, from the 
21 to 24 November 1910, it appears she did not do 
any teaching at the school.  A meeting of the Mor-
well State School Board of Advice held on the 14 
December 1910 noted that ‘a teacher had been sent 
to Boolarra South State School but she had since left 
suddenly’.  In retirement, Addie was awarded the Brit-
ish Empire Medal for services to education.   
In her memoirs included in a book she published 
in 1977 titled Bid Time Return, Addie describes her 
travels to the Boolarra South area in November 1910 
and indicated difficulty in finding suitable accommo-
dation near the school.  In sending Addie to Boolarra 
South, the Education Department instructed her to 
inspect the public building being offered as a school, 
order the necessary school equipment and open the 
school.  
Addie travelled to Mirboo North by train where she 
hired a horse to travel to Boolarra South.  She was 
told that the road to Boolarra South was too rough to 
ride her bike which she brought with her on the train.  
During her first day at Boolarra South, she visited five 

Addie Fairlam 1910.
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Boolarra hosted an introduction to The Greater Glider project at the 
end of October.  Greater Gliders are Australia’s largest gliding mam-
mal, with a long furry tail and big fluffy ears. They have recently been 
listed as endangered. The State Government is funding research into 
them and researchers are locating them and then looking to enlarging 
their habitat.  They live in hollows in trees that are a hundred years old, 
so their habitat is quite limited when logging and fires are taking a toll 
on the forests. They will take up residence in nest boxes which need to 
be high in the canopy. Specialist arborists with all the right equipment 
and skills are needed to put these up into the trees. This makes more 
nest places available for them. There is a patch of suitable habitat quite 
close to town where 128 Greater Gliders have been found. They have 
been monitored with a drone and nest boxes put in place. These are 
also monitored. Heat sensors can be read from the ground and will tell 
scientists if the box is occupied. They can also be monitored remotely 
and it was hoped that Boolarra School would be able to be involved. 
Unfortunately, the internet service needs to be 5G and Boolarra did 
not have that capacity.  Mirboo North will now be involved in the 
monitoring. We were to have a night-time walk with red light torches 
to observe them but the 
weather was so bad and the 
area is rough so that has 
been postponed for now. 
The video and presentation 
ensured our enthusiasm 
for the project and we are 
looking forward to actually 
spotting them.
Boolarra South Landcare 
Group has handed back 
control of the Old Mill 
Site to DELWP to manage. There were only a few 
of us to try to keep the site as we would like it and we are all getting 
older. Ed Anderson from Boolarra has been developing an action plan 
and has already begun work there. We will continue to have an inter-
est in the site and do some work to help maintain it. We are proud of 
the work we have done in establishing the area which is popular with 
walkers, especially those with dogs.
Latrobe City is taking more interest in Primrose and Apex Parks and 

will slash them regularly. We are going to work on 
Apex Park which was affected by storms. There is a 
big pile of landslip material at the far end of the park 
and some of this will be used by the Council to fill 
the holes around the entry. Our planting is growing 
quite well but some trees need staking. Weeds, mainly 
blackberry will be a big job but while it is so wet we 
can’t do much by way of spraying. We want to do 
some more planting too but again the weather has not 
been helping. We are all dealing with more water than 
we need at the moment.  The river has been flowing 
strongly and the monitoring has shown a lot of sedi-
ment.  The chemical quality is still very good despite 
this. Some of our members were successful recipients 
of a grant to protect platypus habitat and will fence off 
areas of river and try and encourage a more diverse 
habitat. There have been platypus sightings near Fox’s 
Hole and near Fox and Fancke’s Bridge and this is 
encouraging. Dusk is the best time to be looking and 
you might be lucky. We are having a Christmas party 
instead of a meeting, a much better idea, and we wish 
you all a Happy Christmas.

Boolarra South 
Landcare Group

Greater Glider.

farm houses in the vicinity of the school looking for board.  At the final house she in-
spected on her way back to Mirboo North she indicated the room offered by the farm-
er was spotless, with muslin curtains, home-made rugs on an attractive polished floor 
and a bedspread which was figured with pink roses.  This will be really heaven Addie 
thought.  Then it stuck her – the farmer’s wife mightn’t be as nice as he is.  She thought 
she should wait until she comes in to meet her.  The farmer then said “Lor, bless your 
heart, Missie, I haven’t got a wife, but I can look after you as well as any woman could’.  
To share a house with a bachelor would have been unthinkable in those days.  Reluc-
tantly, Addie bid farewell to the farmer, and that night in the hotel she was staying at in 
Mirboo North she wrote a report to the Education Department to send a male teacher 
instead.  Hence the reason for her sudden departure from Boolarra South.
Addie was born in Cheltenham in 1887 and lived there until she was 19.  She helped 
in her father’s auctioneering business full time for a period of about five years af-
ter completion of fifth grade at primary school.  In 1904, she commenced attending 
Simpson’s School in Mentone for a three year period, where she was top of the class in 
several subjects.  She then spent a year tutoring local students before attending Teach-
ers’ Training College in Carlton to be trained as a rural teacher to handle one-teacher 
schools.  A Mr. Hamilton at the Training College gave final advice to the female teach-
ers before they set off for their first rural schools – “Get on with your work and don’t 
be looking over the fence at the young farmers”.  Over the next 10 years Addie was sent 
to a succession of about 20 small mostly single teacher rural schools in Victoria, before 
she married and then finished her teaching at the rural schools. 
In the mid 1920’s, Addie’s marriage broke down, and she paid rent by having stories 
and articles published in the Women’s Mirror, the New Idea and the Melbourne Her-
ald.  This led to her being offered Victoria’s first full time teacher-librarian position at 
the Presbyterian Ladies College in East Melbourne.  In the library she began an imagi-
native program of displays, talks, radio programs and filmstrips to put the library into 
the forefront of education.  Her name became well known in Melbourne educational 
circles and people from universities, training colleges and schools visited her library.  
She spoke at conferences, did radio broadcasts on the ABC and was consulted by a 
wide variety of educational people.  In her early forties, she left Presbyterian Ladies 
College and went to Methodist Ladies College in Kew to continue her library work 
until retirement in 1953 at the age of 65 years.
Addie led an active retirement, involved in a wide variety of part-time pursuits, mostly 
in the field of education.  In 1976, at the age of 89, she was awarded the British Empire 
Medal.  During her retirement she wrote three books about her life.  Addie became ill 
when she reached her early nineties and died at Armidale NSW in July 1983 at the age 
of 96 where she was near her daughter Bronwyn Treloar, who was a doctor at Ar-
madale.          
A very independent person, she was among a small group of women who then chal-
lenged the conformity of the times in which she lived.  She was an early pioneer of 
women’s independence, a creative thinker and had remarkable energy.

Ivan Haustorfer.
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Yinnar FuelYinnar Fuel
 & Farm Supplies & Farm Supplies

David & Jan Holt
“Farmers Dealing With Farmers”

GREAT RANGE – GREAT SERVICE
. . . we pride ourselves on being an 
independently owned & operated 

Fuel & Farm Supplies Store offering 
old fashioned, friendly driveway service 

+

“ONE STOP SHOPPING AT ITS BEST”

(03) 5163 1240
52 Main Street, Yinnar Vic 3869

Knitting Kits Australia

For your convenience selected kits are 
now available at Boolarra General Store.

Kits feature natural fibre yarns, pattern and any 
accessories needed to complete your project. 

Needles available separately.

Knitting Yarns by Mail
114 Fox & Fanckes Rd Boolarra South

Open by appointment only
Phone Alison : 0408 992 927

Shop online at www.knittingyarns.com.au
Orders delivered free to Boolarra Street addresses

H A Z E LW O O DH A Z E LW O O D
P R O P E R T YP R O P E R T Y

M A I N T E N A N C EM A I N T E N A N C E
 • Small or Large Lawns
 • Gutters/Window Cleaning
 • Pruning/Weed Eradication

Mark & Sandra MaynardMark & Sandra Maynard

MOBILE: 0412 549 376
PH/FAX: 03 5163 1782

pmhazel@bigpond.com 

Aussie of the Month
Congratulations to Ryder for being our October Aus-
sie of the Month. Ryder is one of our School Captains. 
He is a wonderful role model for our students. Ryder 
demonstrates our school values. He is very responsi-
ble in carrying out his duties as a School Captain and 
shows he can be relied upon when something needs 
doing. Ryder’s level of aspiration has really grown, 
which shows in his persistence and improvement in 
reading and writing. He is a respectful class member 
and is engaged in all activities, with a willingness to 
help and include others.  Well done, Ryder.

Bike Education and Tour De Cure

This term our Year 3-4 students have been participat-
ing in a Bike Education Program. Our program is 
aimed at teaching students how to safely ride their 
bikes. They are learning skills of balance, control and 
road safety. Our students have had loads of fun while 
learning valuable skills that will help to keep them 

mentally and physically healthy. 
We also had a visit from a group of cyclists for Tour 
De Cure. The students were shown how a hoppy 
can be used for the betterment of our communities 
through raising funds and spreading important mes-
sages.

A Great School
We have just received information from our par-
ent survey which shows 100% of our community 
responded positively that they are satisfied with our 
school. That’s great news that was followed by out-
standing NAPLAN results with improvements across 
all curriculum areas. We have had a strong focus 
on numeracy over the last few years and 40% of our 
students are in the top two bands compared to 27% 
across the state. Our Year 3 numeracy showed 60% 
in the top two bands compared to 39% across the 
state. Our Year 3 writing results are also exceptional 
with 100% of students of our student in the middle 
or top two bands, 90% of our Year 5 students meeting 
achieving this. Year 5 reading achievement showed 
60% of our students are in the top two bands and 
100% of our students were either in the middle or 
top two bands. These results are a result of the hard-
working and dedicated staff that ensure every student 
receives a quality education, as well as the support 
from our families. Well done Boolarra!

School Captain Report
Wow!  The term is going really fast. It’s already week 
seven.
Last month, the children have been excited about Sci-
enceworks. The day finally came, and we had to be at 
school by 7.30am. Some kids were a bit annoyed with 
the extra-long school day, but it wasn’t really school. 
The school favourite was the Planetarium. Lots of 

people like the bit with the light sand stuff.
We have swimming next month. Some of us are look-
ing forward to that. We like swimming but like to 
have fun not lessons.
We are really enjoying our morning circles. A big 
shout to Ms Smith for making the school values Pow-
erPoint. Brain breaks are good. They are helping us to 
learn and concentrate.

We are excited the Gaga pit is in and are looking 
forward to using it when it is ready. Fingers crossed, 
next week.
The five and sixes have been learning about businesses 
so some of us have decided to run a lunchtime stall. 
We are going to fundraise for the school (maybe a bit 
for ourselves). We are keen to have the Colour Run 
next year. 
We have enjoyed being a School Leader this year and 

are looking forward to helping 
with the decision making in De-
cember for 2023.

Aussie of the Month.

Bike Ed.

GaGa Pit.

Tour De Cure.
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Local electrician providing 
outstanding workmanship and 
reliability for a reasonable price.

All types of electrical work,including:
Domestic, Commercial, Industrial and 
Generator installation.

Call Darcy for an obligation Call Darcy for an obligation 
free quote - 0407 284 878free quote - 0407 284 878
     Find us on 

Boolarra Book Club
We meet the first Monday of each month at 

2pm at Robern’s.
 We have a couple of places available so if you 

enjoy a good book, discussion, films (and the 
occassional outings).
Contact Robern on 5169 6494 about joining.
Books are the best 

thing in this diffi-
cult time.

 
Robern Lubawski.

Free public WiFi locations 
in Latrobe City 
LCCFreeWiFi is available outdoors at hot-
spots across Latrobe City.
Latrobe City Council received a $1.3 million 
Victorian Government grant to make free 
WiFi available in the following locations, no 
password is needed: 
• Boolarra Community Centre (Multi 

Purpose Building / Pre-school).
• Boolarra Railway Park/Rail Trail  

Entrance.
For more information on locations of 
LCCFreeWiFi: https://www.latrobe.vic.gov.
au/Latrobe_City_Free_Public_WI_FI

Well, what a display the Trigger Orchids put on 
this year. The Trust hopes you took the opportuni-
ty to enjoy them through Spring. Now, as summer 
approaches the Cemetery grounds are mown once 

more ensuring that families are safe while visiting their loved ones and that the Trust is fire ready by 
keeping the grounds mowed throughout this time of year.
As always there is room on the Trust for new members. A Cemetery Trust can have three to 11 mem-
bers. Currently Boolarra Cemetery Trust has nine members. But you may wonder if you have what it 
takes to do such a job. If you can identify with any the following, then maybe it is you!
Qualities and skills of Trust members can encompass strategic thinking, leadership, risk manage-
ment, reading and understanding financial statements, legal skills, marketing and communication, 
stakeholder management, working on a board in management or in business, or community aware-
ness and involvement.
A trust member may have integrity and standing in the community, demonstrated honesty, tolerance 
of different views, a record of acting in good faith and in the best interests of an organisation, ability 
to listen, analyse, think clearly and work well with others, willingness to attend meetings, ask ques-
tions and take responsibility, abil-
ity to be a team player and use 
good business judgement.
(From the publication entitled 
‘Your introduction to being a 
Victorian cemetery trust mem-
ber’ State of Victoria, Department 
of Health and Human Services, 
August 2015).

Roz Carstairs
Trust Member
0429383686.

The Lifeline Gippsland Churchill Op Shop will be closed from 21 December, reopening on Monday, 7 January.   
Lifeline Gippsland would like to thank those who have donated goods to us and purchased from us throughout 
the year.  It means everything to help us raise funds for the 13 11 14 Crisis Line to ensure no one has to face 
their darkest times alone.  We'd especially like to thank our volunteers who, through their dedicated and ever so 
consistent efforts, keep it all happening right throughout the year.  To Jackie, Annette, and each of you that help 

at our store, we can't thank you enough.

 »

 » New & Custom Built Systems
 » Malware & Virus Removal

 » Software Sales & Installation
 » Advice & Assistance

 » Upgrades & Configuration
 » System Maintenance

 » Notebooks & Netbooks
 » Parts & Peripherals

 » Printer Consumables

grcs@internode.on.net
PO Box 53, Boolarra Vic 3870

Ph: 5169 6473 
Mob: 0429 696 473

 Grand Ridge
 Computer Services

South East
Gutter Cleaning

Contact Us:
phone: 0450 186 235

email: se.guttercleaning@gmail.com

• High velocity vacuum gutter 
cleaning

• Fully insured
• Before and after photos provided
• Affordable pricing

Domestic
Rual

Commercial

Boolarra 
Public Cemetery Trust
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Busy times at the Budgeree 
Hall.  Most weekends we 
are hosting weddings and 
Budger-Tea is on every 
Thursday.  Thursday, 24 
November saw a wonder-
ful afternoon of entertain-
ment by the very talented 
Monash Medical Orchestra, Octet, Nexus and 
Triquetrum.  These incredibly talented musicians 
are also first- and second-year medical students 
at Monash University, Clayton.  More than 60 
people came along and enjoyed two hours of 
uplifting music and a traditional Budgeree Hall 
afternoon.  It was so lovely to see so many peo-
ple come out to Budgeree from the surrounding 
towns, including Traralgon, to enjoy our little 
hall.  Some of the feedback we got was “it was the 
best live musical performance I have ever been 
to.”, “It was so wonderful to be so close to the mu-
sicians” “The sound in the Hall was perfect”, “I 
have never seen an afternoon tea like this”.  Best 
of all, the orchestra has promised to return and 
play for us again in August 2023.  
The Budgeree Christmas Tree will be held for the 
137th consecutive year on Thursday, 22 Decem-
ber from 10.30am.  Santa will arrive with some 
yummy treats at 11.15am.  This is a free com-
munity event proudly sponsored by the Budgeree 
Hall Committee.  
We would like to give a big thanks to the Boolar-
ra Community Development Group and Latrobe 

City Council’s Seven 
Small Towns grant, 
for the contribution 
towards finishing 
off the new handrail 
and steps on the 
hall deck.   A special 
thanks to Rhonda 
Keegan, grant writer 
for the BCDG, for 
her persistence.  The 
deck has been a won-
derful addition to the 
hall and is accessible 

to the public.  It is wonderful to see people using 
it on weekends for picnics.  There are also toilets 
at the rear of the hall open on weekends if you 
are coming up for a country drive.  
Budger-Tea will be stopping over the Christmas 
period and will commence again on Thursday, 
19 January 10.30am-12.30pm. We will be run-
ning on Australia Day, 26 January.  After having 
breakfast at the Australia Day celebrations in 
Boolarra, head up to Budgeree for a bit of morn-
ing tea and a chat. We are excited to announce 
2023 is our third year of hosting Budger-Tea, and 
the Mirboo Nth Community Bank has partnered 
with us to ensure the program continues to grow.  
Budger-Tea is a hugely successful program that 
has approximately twenty-five tea drinkers each 
week.   It is open for anyone to come along, re-
gardless of where you live.  It’s free, it’s welcoming 
and inclusive.  You can arrive when you like and 
leave when you like, and you don’t need to bring 
anything. We are enhancing simplicity — staying 
close to home, eating local food, driving less, and 
sharing more. Come to eat, come to laugh, come 
together.
Plans are in development for an evening commu-
nity event with musical entertainment in March 
2023. More details to come. Follow Budgeree 
Hall on Facebook for all our activities and events.  
The Budgeree Hall Committee is committed to 
offering free or low-cost events for the commu-
nity.  100% of the hire fees of the hall go towards 
community events and the maintenance of the 
historic building.  Contact Cindy on 0425 704 
334 to find out about having your celebration or 
wedding at the hall.  
Important dates: 

Thursday, 22 December 10.30am Budgeree 
Christmas Tree with Santa arriving at 11.15am
Thursday, 22 December Last Budger-Tea of 2022. 
10.30am-12.30pm

Thursday, 19 January 2023, First Budger-Tea 
of 2023 Proudly sponsored by Mirboo Nth and 
District Community Bendigo Bank.

Leanne Potter 
Secretary- Budgeree Hall.

Thank you to Latrobe City 
Council and the Boolarra Com-
munity Development Group for 
the 7 Small Towns Grant to pay 
for half the cost of the handrails 
and steps. The 
deck was made 
possible by our 
grant from the 
Latrobe Valley 
Authority.

Boolarra 

Verandah Jammers

This group meet on the front verandah 
of the Old Pub each Sunday at 1.30pm. 
We play our ukuleles, have a sing and enjoy a 

laugh. 

If you have an interest in music(or just want 
to sing) please contact Libby Robertson 

0408594798 or Sue Clutterbuck 0437348366.

Libby Robertson.
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December 2022
As 2022 draws to a close, we are still experiencing the 
impact of La Nina with above average rainfall and 
lower temperatures. This has the potential to create 
very lush grass growth over the next months, so it is 
an important part of your property preparation to 
keep that growth under control. Once the tempera-
tures warm up, it will not take long for that grass to 
dry out and cure, creating a potential fire hazard. 
Although it is difficult with the wet weather, try to 
keep that grass short as you prepare your property for 
summer. Remember to clean out gutters, clear around 
your buildings, tidy up small fuel loads such as bark 
and leaves and check your firefighting equipment 
and pumps if you have them. It is also a good idea to 
review your summer bushfire plan and update it to 
reflect your current situation.
The Fire Danger Period is yet to be declared so those 
of you outside the town boundaries can burn off if 
necessary. 
Keep your burn-off safe and legal:
• Check fire restrictions with your local council and 
register your burn on 1800 668 511
• Check and monitor weather conditions – particu-
larly wind
• To avoid unnecessary calls to emergency services, 
notify your neighbours beforehand
• Leave a three metre fire break, free from flammable 
materials around the burn
• Have sufficient equipment and water to stop the fire 
spreading
• Never leave a burn-off unattended – stay for its 
entire duration
• If your burn-off gets out of control, call ‘000’ imme-
diately
The Brigade has a community fire trailer that can be 
borrowed to assist landowners with a water supply. 
Contact any Brigade member or message us through 
our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/Boolar-
raCFA) to organise the loan of this.
Hay Season

Hay season is not far off and, given the 
weather conditions, it is timely to remind 
farmers of the dangers of high moisture 
content in hay as they begin cutting, 
baling and storing hay. The ongoing wet 
weather will have an impact on the mois-
ture levels of crops and fodder and this 
presents a risk for farmers trying to get 
their hay in when it is possible to do so. If hay pro-
ducers do not allow adequate time for grass and crops 
to dry out before baling, it can present a high risk 
for spontaneous combustion. If hay has not properly 
dried out or has been exposed to rain or damp condi-
tions, the moisture content in the bales may be higher 
than the recommended levels, leading to an increased 
risk of haystack fires. It is important to monitor the 
temperature of new hay stored in sheds to reduce the 
risk of spontaneous combustion. A reminder, too, that 
any repairs to hay storage sheds should be completed 
before hay is stored, especially if angle grinders and 
welding equipment is to be used.
New FDR System
A reminder that a new national Fire Danger Rating 
system is now in place to help you understand the 
likely risks of any fire that may start. Signage at the 
Monash Way/Morwell River Road intersection and at 
the Post Office has been updated to reflect this. Take 
some time to understand this to help you make the 
right decisions when needed.
Brigade Activity
The Brigade has attended a number of incidents over 
the past months, including motor vehicle accidents, 
burn offs out of control and a shed fire. We continue 
to train on a fortnightly basis and to conduct our 
equipment checks each Sunday. We have had a num-
ber of brigades come out to train with us, including 
six brigades from across District 27 who completed 
Breathing Apparatus skills maintenance at the footy 
ground recently. We have also checked the fire hy-
drants around town, making sure they are accessible 
and easy to locate. Recently a number of our mem-

bers were awarded the National Emergency Medal 
for their work during the 2019-2020 Black Summer 
fires. Congratulations to Bec Jessup, Brett Ciantar, 
Garry Healey, Phil Rethus and Di Billingsley. With 
Christmas nearly here, we are starting to get requests 
to help bring Santa to community events. This can be 
arranged by contacting Di Billingsley 0408 173 637 or 
messaging through our Facebook page.
New members always welcome.
Becoming a member of the CFA is not just about get-
ting on the truck and dealing with emergencies. There 
are many roles that can use the skillsets that people 
already have. We are always on the lookout for new 
members to help us to keep our community safe. Pop 
into the Brigade any Sunday morning from 9am, drop 
in if you see people at the station, message through 
our Facebook page or contact our Captain, Simon, or 
any of our members. 
Best wishes and thank you.
Finally, as always, thank you for your ongoing support 
for the Brigade. We do our best to keep our commu-
nity safe and we are grateful for the support we get 
from our community in the form of donations, op-
portunities to fundraise or just 
to have a chat about fire safety. 
We wish each of you a very 
Merry Christmas and a safe 
and Happy New Year. Enjoy 
time with your loved ones.

Di Billingsley,
Community Education Officer.

Fire Danger Rating system.

BA Training.

BURNING ISSUES
BOOLARRA CFA NEWS

• Services and Repairs to all Makes and Models
• Minor and Major Services
• 4wd and Diesel Engines
• Wheels and Tyres
• Small Engines, Mowers and Chainsaws, 

Whipper Snippers
• Brakes and Suspension
• Motorcycles Repairs and Servicing
• Clutches
• A/C Re-gas and Servicing
• All Mechanical Repairs

Local Pick up and Drop off Available 
For all your needs give us a call on 

0477026106
Address- 240 Foster Road Boolarra SouthContact: Ian Code 0438 656 205, 

Liam Cornthwaite 0428 051 538
grandridge.enviroservices@gmail.com

Servicing all of Gippsland.

Environmental Projects
Tree Lopping
Revegetation 

Weed Spraying
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One of the important roles of the Development 
Group is liaison with Latrobe City Council, and we 
are fortunate to have a representative come along to 
most meetings who can provide advice and follow 
up on issues raised at the meeting. We also have a 
good working relationship with other Latrobe City 
personnel in the recreation, parks and community 
needs areas. They also provide ongoing financial 
administrative assistance and funding for Christmas 
festivities as well as having a series of grant rounds 
for a range of purposes.
Over the past few months there have been a number 
of issues we have raised with them, including the 
poor condition of Primrose Park. LCC has advised 
that they have a work backlog as the ongoing wet 
weather has restricted access. Rubbish has been 
dumped and we have requested placement of a sign 
asking that people take their rubbish home.
We have also been discussing ongoing repair of the 
footpaths and liaised on development of plans for 
additional paths. Once again the repair process has 
been impacted by the poor weather.
We passed on the results of the community survey 
regarding the removal of the BBQ’s in Railway Park, 
and Latrobe City accepted these results and are in 
the process of replacing them. Thank you for eve-
ryone who participated in the survey; I feel it was a 
very powerful means of letting Latrobe City know of 
our views.
Michael Cleaver has also been consulting with 
Latrobe City regarding specifications for the Rose 
Garden in Centenary Park. These have been finalised 
and quotes are now being sought for the steel work.
Recently Latrobe City approached us regarding 
placing table tennis tables in Railway Park. While we 
were in favour of the proposal, there was some dis-
cussion about the best place for them to be located, 
so we have undertaken a Facebook survey to get the 
thoughts of the community. We will advise Latrobe 
City once we have those results.
Over the next few months the Development Group 
has a number of social activities coming up. We 
feel this is a key role of the group in developing and 
maintaining the strong sense of community Boolarra 
has.
On 16 December we have Christmas Carols in 
Railway Park, with a planned visit by Santa with as-
sistance from the CFA. A BBQ and tea and coffee are 
supplied, and Borderline will be leading the carols. 
Don’t forget to bring a chair or rug.
Of course, on Australia Day we have our traditional 
catch up in Railway Park. Guess what; another BBQ, 
plus games and other activities. Don’t forget to 
submit your nominations for Community Awards. 
Latrobe City generously provide financial assistance 
for both the Carols and Australia Day, and for the 

last two years the 
Traralgon Lions 
Club have also very 
generously pro-
vided both financial 
and volunteer sup-
port for Australia 

Day.
As well, during January a series of workshops will 
be staged in the Memorial Hall, focused on all age 
groups. Keep an eye out on Facebook and on notice 
boards at the PO and shops for more details.
Not our gig, but on 4 March there’s the 20th Bool-
arra Folk Festival. Great to have it back, and looks 
like Rick and the team have a few changes and fresh 
ideas to mark the occasion.
On Easter Saturday, 8 April we will hold a commu-
nity day, with Community Garage sales, an Easter 
Egg hunt for the kids in railway Park, and music and 
a Car Boot sale in Centenary Park. It was a great 
day last Easter, and we have received funding from 
the Mirboo North and District Community Bank to 
help make it even better this time.
Notice/advert
Finally, we are helping Donna Mack (new onto 
the committee, and doing a great job rejuvenating 
our social media presence) stage a ‘Do it for Dolly’ 
fundraiser on 15 May 2023. This will be down at 
the Boolarra Memorial Park and will feature stalls, 
music, auctions and raffles, vintage car displays 
and much more. It will be a great day, and is raising 
money for a wonderful cause.
Plus of course, on the third Sunday of each month, 
come rain or shine, there is the food swap held 
down in Railway Park. It is a great way to share your 
surplus produce, and a lovely social morning as well, 
and is going from strength to strength.
There are two gaps in our social calendar.
We do not stage an ANZAC Day ceremony here in 
Boolarra. If anyone was interested in coordinating a 
ceremony, the Development Group would be happy 
to assist.
The other gap is in the usage of the Memorial 
Hall. The Hall was opened sixty years ago and is a 
very important facility to the town. However, Roz 
Carstairs came along to our last meeting to discuss 
what assistance the Development Group could 
provide to the Hall. The current committee has an 
average age of around 75, and most have been on the 
committee for many years. While they are happy to 
continue, they feel there is the need for new blood to 
drive a push for increased usage of the Hall.
A number of BCDG committee members have ideas 
about activities that could be undertaken at the Hall 
including, a monthly movie night, regular concerts, 
kids’ discos, dancing and dancing classes, bingo and 
markets. Anybody that has any other ideas or may 
be interested in helping out please contact a commit-
tee member to share your thoughts.

Colin Brick,
Chair, 
Boolarra Community Development Group.

2023 Australia Day Boolar-
ra Community Celebration
Thursday 26 January
Every year on 26 January we come together in 
Railway Park to celebrate Boolarra and district 
as a community. It is an opportunity to chat 
with old friends and to meet new people. From 
8.30am until 10.am in Railway Park we will be 
providing egg and bacon sandwiches and snags, 
tea and coffee, and some drinks for the kids. We’ll 
raise the flag, and sing the anthem, have some 
fun activities for all the family, and generally have 
a good time!
One of the great features of our celebration has 
been the opportunity to recognise some of the 
unsung heroes of our town; the volunteers who 
do so much in so many spheres to make our town 
the rich, vibrant community it is.
The Development Group is once again seek-
ing nominations from individuals, community 
groups and clubs of people or groups you believe 
deserve recognition for their contribution to our 
community. If you wish to nominate someone 
then please fill out the attached nomination form 
and drop it in at the Post Office.
If you’re free to give a hand on the day, please 
give me a call. It’s a great way to meet people if 
you’re new to the community.
Program:  
8.30 - Commence breakfasts
9.00 - Commence activities:
• Children’s activities: sack races, egg and 

spoon race, and gumboot throwing 
• Talking to the friends you haven’t seen 

since  
• Australiana trivia. 
9.45 - Present Certificates
10.00 - Flag raising and National Anthem

Colin Brick,
Boolarra Community Development Group.
0455 121 259.

Australia Day Boolarra Community 
Award

We wish to recognise for the community con-
tribution: ___________
(Please describe their contribution in 25-30 
words):

Nomination By: __________
Seconded By: ___________   

(Nominations to be submitted by 10 January)

Boolarra Community 
Development Group 
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Bar and Bar and 
Bottle ShopBottle Shop

Will be open as follows:
 9am to late - 

Monday to Saturday, 
Sunday 10am -11pm

BOOLARRA HOTELBOOLARRA HOTEL

-Bistro open every day for lunch between 12noon and 2pm and dinner between 5pm and 8pm.
- Pizza eat in or take away, every day between 11am and 8pm.

- Bands every Saturday night, 7 pm to 11pm, entry free.
- First Friday every month band ‘Destiny’ playing in Bistro.

- Parma night every Wednesday night - Thursday kids eat free with adult meals.

www.boolarrahotel.com.au

ContactContact
For up to date information or 

bookings phone 5159 6420

Looking for something to 
do for Mother’s Day 2023?
On 13 May 2023 we will be having a community 
supporting Do It For Dolly Day fundraiser.
The fundraiser will be held at the Boolarra foot-
ball grounds.
We will have: 
• Local food vans, 
• Local market stalls, 
• Clydesdales doing cart rides, 
• Tractors on display, 
• Boolarra Pony Club will be there, 
• Boolarra CFA, 
• ProActive Team from Morwell, 
• Games for the kids to play, 
• Car club display, 
• Motorbikes on display, 
The public will get to vote for best car and bike 
on the day.
And more to come. Jump onto our Facebook 
page to see who will be joining us on the day 
Then in the evening we will have the club rooms 
open.
The bar will be open, the chef will be cooking. 
Great time to grab a meal, a drink and relax.
The purpose of this fundraiser is 
for the community to get together 
• To start a conversation 
• To help put a stop to bullying 
Together we can help make a difference 
We can show the kids of our communities that 
we are here to help support them 
And bullying is Not Ok.
If you would like to be part of an amazing, im-
portant day:
Please contact us 
mackmatta@yahoo.com.au 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100083475303642

Donna Mack.

Boolarra Garage Sale and Boolarra Garage Sale and 
Car Boot MarketCar Boot Market
A community wide Garage Sale will be held on Easter Saturday 8 April, from 9am 
to 2pm, and a Car Boot Market in Centenary Park.

In Railway Park an Easter Egg hunt will be held in the morning, and there will be a BBQ and free 
music during the day.
To register for a Garage Sale or the Car Boot Market:
• Pay at the P.O.
• Fill out the Booking Payment Form
• For Garage Sales:
 - provide us with a list by email of two or three of your bigger items, for publicity purposes.
 - details of your property location, to enable inclusion on the map.
Stallholders will be allocated a site in Centenary Park. The event will be widely advertised in local 
media prior to the day, and maps of the Garage Sales locations will be available on the day, from Cen-
tenary Park.

Contacts:  boolarracdg@gmail.com

To Book, fill out the booking form at the Boolarra Post Office and 
return with payment by 8 April.
Name, Address, Phone Number, Email Address.
Fees: Garage sale $10, Car Boot Stall at Railway Park $5

CARDS 500 and 
CHESS CLUB

On every Monday night (including 
public holidays) 
at the Boolarra Multi Purpose Building, 

from 7pm - 9pm. 

Come join a delightful friendly group of 
players ranging from beginners to the serious 
competitive players.

Please bring a small plate. Tea and coffee will 
be provided.
Charge of $3 per person to cover cost of hall 

hire.
So if you like a casual game of chess or cards, 

please do join us. No obligation to attend 
every week. Just come when you can. 
We do, however, need more chess players as 

there are only a few at present.

        Enquiries: 
0429 923 791. 
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NEW CHURCHILL MOTORS
FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY

Steven Abbey

8 Phillip Parade
Churchill, Vic 3842

Ph: 03 5122 1380 Fax: 03 5122 3586
Email: ncm8@bigpond.com Web: www.repcoservice.com

Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, Bedding Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Salamander, 
Contact Dave for Free QuotesContact Dave for Free Quotes

Phone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.auPhone: 51 696 462 Mobile: 0428 696 462 Email: pvg@speedweb.com.au
Prosper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local NewspaperProsper Valley Gravel Proudly Supports the Printing of our Local Newspaper

prosper valley gravelprosper valley gravel

Community Bank announc-
es successful year at AGM 
and Grants presentation 
evening
The Community Bank Mirboo North & District saw a 
good turnout at the combined Annual General Meet-
ing and Grants Presentation evening with over 40 
people in attendance on 9 November.
Board Chair Jan Head, in her address said, “We have 
had a good year despite the challenging economic cli-
mate of the past 12 months, enabling us to contribute 
an impressive $82,220 to the district through dona-
tions, sponsorships and grants. The total Community 
Contributions at the end of June 2022 stands at just 
over 1.3 million dollars. Against a tough economic 
backdrop, this excellent result has allowed the Board 
to announce a fully franked dividend of 5 cents per 
share which will be paid in December.”
Jan highlighted the key elements that contributed to 
the continuing success of the business; the contin-
ued support from loyal shareholders and customers; 
volunteer Directors who expertly guide the business; 
Executive Officer, Anne Marie Dieperink and Admin-
istration and Board Support Officer, Viv Williams, 
who ensure the efficient running of the business; 
knowledgeable and dedicated staff who are the face of 
our Community Bank.
New Branch Manager Alex Masut, who came to the 
branch a month ago, commended the staff on their 
excellent skills, and appreciated the great welcome 
he had received from customers, staff and the Board. 
Alex, on settling into his new role is looking forward 
to getting acquainted with the communities in our 
district. Alex reminded those present how important 
it is for people to bank with Community Bank Mir-
boo North & District to enable them to continue to 
grow the level of community returns. 

With the formal part of the meeting over, the fun part 
of the evening began with Vice Chair, Marg Thomas 
introducing the Community Investment Program 
(CIP) grant recipients. The grants were presented by 
staff and directors. A wonderfully diverse range of 
applications were received, with a total of $32,938 
awarded in this round for exciting and worthwhile 
projects benefiting our local communities.
• South Gippsland Gliding Club: $680 for a sun-

shade shelter to protect gliding participants from 
the elements.

• Walter J Tuck Reserve: $3,800 to upgrade and 
modernise recreation reserve entry signage to 
make it more informative and welcoming for 
patrons.

• Boolarra Community Development Group: 
$999 for Easter in Boolarra; a wonderful commu-
nity celebration of Easter with entertainment and 
activities.

• Mirboo Recreation Reserve Inc: $950 for a 
much needed upgrade of their electrical switch-
boards. 

• Mirboo Country Development Inc: $2,000 
towards reinstating ‘Xmas in the Boo’; a popu-
lar family Xmas event with stalls, activities and 
entertainment.

• Boolarra Memorial Hall: $1,998 – Easy Clean; 
a cordless stick vacuum cleaner and a hard floor 
cleaner for the Hall, to save on back breaking 
work cleaning parquetry, lino and carpeted floors 
in the hall.

• Mirboo North Artspace: $717 
for improved heating and cool-
ing essential for the frequently 
utilised workspace.

• Budgeree Hall Reserve Com-
mittee: $2,500 for a regular 
morning tea, bringing together 
the socially isolated and elderly, 
in a nurturing environment.

• 1st Mirboo North Scout Group: 
$500 for a Safe Ladder, to make 
it more practical and safer to 
access the roof, loft and high 
ceilings for maintenance in the 

Scout Hall.
• Mirboo Country Development Inc: $3,000 for 

BooFIIT to hold a free well-being weekend with 
various forms of activities to enhance and pro-
mote well-being for our communities.

• Boolarra Folk Festival: $5,000 towards the 20th 
Boolarra Folk Festival, back by popular demand; 
a delightful day of music, stalls of every variety 
and activities.

• South Gippsland BMX Club: $900 for the BMX 
trailer artwork for advertising to encourage more 
people to get active and try BMX racing.

• Mirboo North United Football Club: $5,000 
for the Soccer team for appropriate team cloth-
ing for matches and mobile advertising to take to 
matches.

• Gippsland Sculpture Exhibition: $5,000 for the 
acquisition of a sculpture to be given to the Yin-
nar township.

The Community Bank holds two rounds of the CIP 
annually – the next round is in March 2023. 

For enquiries about banking products please contact 
Branch Manager, Alex Masut on 0493 606 570. 

CIP recipients November 2022.
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Community Foundation 
awards Grants to eleven lo-
cal groups
On Wednesday 23 November the community groups 
who were successful in this year’s Community Grants 
program were announced to a room full of people at 
the Walter J Tuck Reserve.
Diana Mueller, convenor of the Community Engage-
ment and Grants Committee outlined the importance 
of this program in supporting community volunteers 
to do great things in our district.  “From maintaining 
important community gathering spaces and events 
to building capacity and reducing isolation across the 
community.” said Diana, “It is amazing to see how 
much the community does with a relatively small 
amount of funds.”
As part of the evening, Directors Ariane Ramsay and 
Paul Pratt handed out grant certificates and gave each 
group a chance to share the details of their project.
The Gippsland Sculpture Festival is an engaging 
arts event which takes place in Yinnar every second 
year.  “This grant will enable local students to develop 
sculptures for the Festival, but this is also about build-
ing ‘sculpture culture’ within the schools, enabling 
students to participate and feel part of the 2023 
event,” explained Sam Sunderland.
Nicky Cawood spoke about the Mirboo North 
Grainstore’s journey in 2022 from new committee to 
developing a strategic plan.  The project which they 
are receiving funding for is the development of a logo 
and website, which will include an easy-to-use book-
ing system for this iconic building on Mirboo North’s 
main street.
The Boolarra Folk Festival and Christmas in the 
Boo both received a grant to support the re-engage-
ment of young people in their community events.  
The grant to the Folk Festival will support a drum-
ming performance by the Primary School students 
to open the festival, while the Christmas in the Boo 
team will be supporting free children’s entertainment.
Rhonda Evans from the Mirboo Recreation Reserve 
spoke about the importance of their Reserve to the 
local community and noted that while upgrading the 

switchboard didn’t sound as exciting as some of the 
other projects, it was so important to the safety of 
their volunteers and making the space easy to use.
The Friends of the Lyrebird Walk, aka the Wednesday 
Warriors were seeking support to buy a new vehicle.  
As John Collins, their new president indicated, their 
vehicles were generally like their members, “a bit old 
and looking the worse for wear but doing alright!”
South Gippsland Radio, broadcasting as 3MFM, 
has received a grant to set up a satellite radio station 
in Mirboo North. This fantastic project will ensure 
weekly radio broadcasts from Mirboo North with 
local content, current affairs and music, and will allow 
for training of locals in how to broadcast and develop 
radio programs.  “Another advantage of this type 
of local radio is providing news and connection for 
those who can’t read or are visually impaired.” ex-
plained Cliff Hammond.
BooFIIT is a not-for-profit exercise program that 
advocates exercise for every BODY. Carol Cox and 
Elspeth Kiddell accepted the grant explaining that it 
would be targeted at providing those new and existing 
members who were facing financial challenges, with 

half price member-
ships.
Glenys Webster 
from the Yinnar 
& District Me-
morial Hall also 
spoke about the 
importance of free 
and safe exercise, 
in particular for 
the older members 
of her community.  
She spoke movingly 
about the benefits 
and read out a letter 
from one of the 
participants, who 

noted that “I would seriously have to consider my 
participation if I had to pay, my pension is severely 
stretched at present.”
The Dumbalk Progress Association will use its grant 
to run a ‘Movie under the Stars’ evening for their 
community.  Greg Trease, Vice President, who ac-
cepted the award, noted that “COVID had decimated 
community connection”.  Janelle Richards pointed out 
in her application that it was important to connect the 
new young families who had moved to the area dur-
ing the pandemic through a fun family event.
Finally, the South Gippsland Bass Coast Local 
Learning and Enterprise Network were successful in 
their grant to cover the cost of our community bus in 
driving a group of Year 11 VET students from Mirboo 
North Secondary College to their external courses in 
Leongatha and Korrumburra each Wednesday.
The Friends of the Mirboo North Swimming Pool 
also received a grant of just over $33,000 towards the 
improvement of the BBQs and installation of new 
shade sails in the grounds of the pool.  This was sepa-
rate to the Community Grants, but came from the re-
maining funds in the Mirboo North Swimming Pool 
Fund.  As Stephen Koci, newly appointed President of 
this group, noted: “This will further improve our new 
facility and enable families and groups to enjoy a BBQ 
in this beautiful setting, as well as staying safe from 
the sun.”
Ruth Rogan, Executive Officer, concluded the evening 
by thanking each group for the volunteer time and ef-
fort they had given not only to securing funds, but to 
conceiving and implementing these projects.  “We are 
lucky to have such a committed community of people 
in our district.”
For more information, see www.mirboodistrictfounda-
tion.org.au.

Gladys and Alister Hall have celebrated 65 years of wedded bliss 
with their children Max, Jeanette and Michael, 
Val and Derek and Ian. They have ten grand-
children and seven great grandchildren. Their 
bridal party included Bruce Hall, brother of 
the groom, Donald and Helen Munro, cousins 
of the groom,and Joan Fox, friend of the bride. 
They were married at the Traralgon Presbyte-
rian church on 16 November 1957. They have 
recently moved to Dalkeith Gardens.Gladys 
and Alister Hall have celebrated 65 years of 
wedded bliss with their children Max,Jeanette 
and Michael, Val and Derek and Ian. They 
have ten grandchildren and seven great grand-
children. Their bridal party included Bruce 
Hall, brother of the groom, Donald and Helen 
Munro, cousins of the groom,and Joan Fox, 
friend of the bride. They were married at the 
Traralgon Presbyterian church on 16 No-
vember 1957. They have recently moved to 
Dalkeith Gardens.



The Boolarra Link - December 2022Page: 14

Local Franchisee in Boolarra Area
 

Rob Franssen & Dale Stephenson
Phone 0439 327 104

If No Answer call 131 546

Lawn Mowing, Gardening, 
Rubbish Removal

7 Tarwin Street, Boolarra Vic 3870 
Ph: 03 5169 6209 Fax: 03 5169 6523 

BOOLARRA POST OFFICE

Open: Monday to Friday, 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturdays, 9.00am to 11.00am 

except long weekends we will be closed.
Supplying all Australia Post Products - 

including Express, International
and Registered mail, Stamps, Packaging etc. Photocopying & Fax Service. 

Bill Paying by cash, cheque or Eftpos. Money Orders are available here. Ambulance renewals 
are also available. We also have some Gift Cards. 

Banking services are available for most banks. Need to send money overseas? Then we can 
help you do a Western Union Money Transfer. 

Travel Money/Travel Insurance can also be purchased here. Load & Go Visa Cards available 
here as well as the Travel Visa cards. 

We have a range of batteries including hearing aid batteries sizes 312, 675, 13, 10.
We stock a limited range of Stationery, Cards, Books, Toys, and Gift ideas, 

 We still have a few Post Office Boxes available and remember, if you live in town then you 
are entitled to a reduced rate because there isn’t a town mail delivery. 

You may set up an email notification with us when mail is awaiting collection (Mail2Day).

Mary & Shannon & Team

Boolarra Wool 
Group
Our group has enjoyed the 

comfort of the Multi Purpose Building for much 
of the year and we are planning a Christmas lunch 
on the first Thursday in December.  We will con-
tinue to get together until closer to Christmas to 
quietly natter and knit and will re-commence in 
the third week of January.
Wishing the best of Seasons Greetings to all.
Rosslyn has a cardigan on the pins to keep the 
fingers busy.
Kate had a couple of months holiday with no 
knitting but has been motivated enough to 

complete a round yolk 
jumper in pale blue mohair that was abandoned 

in August and begun another in the same style 

with a salmon/
rust shade yarn 
for a daughter.
Kerryn is con-
tinuing to work 
on a very col-
ourful blanket 
made with stacks 
of leftover sock 
wool.
Denise is work-
ing on a pair of 
grey socks for 
her lucky broth-
er-in law.
Lori has completed a jacket for her daughter, a 
natural wrap for another daughter and continu-
ing on socks with the latest pair, so very soft, in a 
wool and silk yarn.
Marietta has completed a glorious pale pink car-
digan, a gift for a great grand-daughter in a very 
modern, lacy pattern.
Sue J. has caught the socks bug and is busy mak-
ing a pair for Christmas presents for each daugh-
ter and face-washers for the grand-daughters’ 
festive stockings.
Lex is still in the North but continues industri-
ously to complete her myriad of miniatures.
Brenda is going strong with her crochet and 
working on four different multi-coloured throws 

or knee-rugs satisfying requests from friends.
Sue C. continues with a natural blanket to uti-
lise the homespun stash of wool. This one fea-
tures various Aran patterns. She was tempted 
with a new crochet project during her travels and 
begun a new blanket in lovely multi-coloured 
yarn. She is closely tutored by Brenda and we all 
look on with anticipation for the forthcoming 
gem, which may take a while.
Marg has been consumed with other activities 
but continues with socks on the pins.
Meetings continue in the Multi Purpose Building 
each Thursday from 11.30am. 
Interested new members are very welcome. BYO 
lunch, Coffee and Tea provided.

Kate Cartwright.

Chair re-caned for 
daughter by Lex, 
labours of love.

The scarf is by Ann L.

Cardigan by Elizabeth.
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The Boolarra Football Netball Club would like to 
thank their valued sponsors for Season 2022 and 
welcome all new sponsors that have jumped on 
board since last season. We ask that you get behind 
and support these businesses as they support our 
community Club.
We are also always on the hunt for new sponsors. 
Darren Napier once again is leading the Sponsorship 
drive, if you would like more information on 
packages don’t hesitate to contact Naps.
Major sponsor - MC Civil and Landscaping
Sponsors – 
Narellan Pools, Prorent, Tony Antonelli Accounting, 
Australian Solid Fuel Testing, Strzelecki Engineering, 
Mirboo North & District Community Bank, Devtree 
Pty Ltd, A1 Asphalting, Boolarra Post Office, ETU, 
Stile Bricklaying, Willaton Transport, Kennedy 
Haulage, Young Signs, Out of Dough, Monacellars 
Wine and Spirits, Strzelecki Plumbing, Valley Tyre 
Service, Mirboo Nth Hardware, Jims Building 
Inspections, Russell Northe MLA, J Smith Motors, 
R & A Beamish Ag Fencing, Strzelecki Engineering, 
Valley Trophy Centre, BJ Bennett & Co real estate, 
BMW Electrical, Bob Jane T Marts, Stockdale and 
Leggo Mirboo Nth, Virtue Homes, Boolarra Hotel, 
Morwell Club Inc, Good Move Conveyancing, 
BelleBanne, Gatts Panel works, Latrobe Valley 
Funeral Services, Riviera Display Kitchens, Pizza HQ 
Churchill, Bensons Timber and Hardware, Yinnar 
Community Hotel, Gibsons Groundspreads, Prosper 
Valley Gravel, Tradeweld, Evans Petroleum, Norm 
Oliver Meats, 38 Forty Café, Gippsland Printers, 

McDonalds, Alfresh 2 Go

Boolarra Football Nettball Club 
FOUNDATION CLUB M.G.F.L. 1935

WEB SITE: www.boolarrafc.vcfl.com.au

The Boolarra FNC would like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and happy and safe New Year.
Our AGM was recently held with some new faces 
getting on board, which was great to see. The 
executive committee are as follows.
• President - Simon Buglisi 
• Vice President Football – Chris Riseley Jnr.
• Vice President Netball – Anne-Maree Stever
• Secretary – Josh Wilson
• Treasurer – Vince Corbett
We would also like to thank all the volunteers 
at the Club that have worked tirelessly to make 
this season happen, without you all and the hard 
work you do we wouldn’t have a Club. Most if 
not all of these volunteers have businesses, full 
time jobs, families and other commitments but 
still make time to do their bit at the Club. Thank 
you. However we are always looking for more 

volunteers and helpers at the Club, we are a small 
community Club and rely on locals to fill roles. 
Please do not hesitate to come forward if you 
think you can fill a role at the Club. No matter 
how small. The Club is very eager to get more 
people into roles at the Club to ease the burden 
on long serving volunteers that have taken on 
too much. Now more than ever we need people 
stepping up to lend a hand and do your bit for 
your Club.
You can keep up to date with all Club news via 
our Facebook page Boolarra Football Netball 
Club.

Simon Buglisi.

Meet our New Branch Manager
It is with great delight that the Mirboo North & District Community Bank 
Board announce and welcome new Branch Manager Alex Masut!
Alex is a lifelong resident of Gippsland where he resides with his fiancé 
Crystal. For ten years Alex owned and managed his own retail business in 
Traralgon before moving on to coordinator and business development roles 
in the not-for-profit and B2B sectors. More recently, Alex has been working 
as a banker at Bendigo Bank Traralgon branch and has just completed the 
last of his studies towards a Master of Business Administration at Federation 
University.
“I am very excited to join the team at the Mirboo North branch. Together 

we will support one another to grow the branch and aid the wonderful Mirboo North 
community by delivering friendly, personalised, and professional banking services 

through the community bank model,” says Alex. 
Alex looks forward to meeting many new faces in 
the coming weeks and hopes to build strong and 
lasting relationships within the Mirboo North com-
munity. He is always up for a chat over coffee and 
enjoys attending network and community events. 
Outside of work, Alex enjoys playing music and 
collects vinyl record soundtracks.
Congratulations to Alex as he starts the next chap-
ter of history for the Community Bank Mirboo 
North & District.
Contact Alex: 
M: 0493 606 570 PH: 03 5668 1231 
Email: alex.masut@bendigoadelaide.com.au

Alex Masut.

With interest rates on the rise, there’s never been a better time to review your home

loan.

We’ll look at your rate, term, repayments, and equity, giving your loan a full check-up to

make sure it’s still right for you and your current needs.

Enquire online at bendigobank.com.au/healthcheck or call your nearest
branch on 03 5668 1231.

Community Bank • Mirboo North & District

Time for a home

loan health check!

*Source: Roy Morgan Single Source Australia, March 2022. All loans are subject to the bank’s normal lending criteria. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply. Please consider your situation and read the Terms and Conditions, available online at www.bendigobank.com.au
or upon request from any Bendigo Bank branch, before making a decision. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879 (1676698-1734981) (05/22) OUT_25298317, 25/08/2022
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Organisation  Contact Name  Phone
Anglican and Uniting Churches Lubawski   5169 6494
Boolarra Book Club and  Robern Lubawski
 Blazers Walking Group  John Lubawski   5169 6494
Boolarra Bowling Club   Travis Baker   0416 087 305 
Boolarra Cemetery Trust Lyrinda Carter   0408337764
Boolarra and District Horse  Nicky Stewart    0412 448 789 
 and Trail Riding Club
Boolarra CFA   Di Billingsley   0408 173 637
Boolarra Community
 Development Group Colin Brick   5163 1212
Boolarra Netball /         
Football Club   Simon Buglisi    0411 142 375
 Social Rooms       5169 6507
 Change Rooms      5169 6507
Boolarra Historical Society Linda Minter   0447 996 702
Boolarra Multi Purpose
 Building  David Warren   0429 941 905
Boolarra Play Group  Alex Beamish   0438 518 961
Boolarra Pre-school  Family Services Admin   1300 367 700
Boolarra Primary School Susan Duncan   5169 6471
Boolarra Quilting Group Linda Minter    0447 996 702
Boolarra Friends of the 
 Red Cross  Glenys Morgan   5169 6721
Boolarra South Landcare Denise Schiller   5169 6425
Boolarra Tennis Club        
Boolarra Verandah Jammers Sue Clutterbuck   0437348366
Boolarra Wool and Spinning
 Group   Kate Cartwright    5169 6592
Boolarra and Yinnar Community
 Recovery Committee Colin Brick   5163 1212 
Boolarra Youth Theatre Group Tania Brown     5169 6466
Budgeree Hall   Leanne Potter   0429 111 192
Catholic Church  Fr James Fernandez  5134 2849
    or Denise Schiller   5169 6425

Organisation  Contact Name  Phone 
Churchill Neighbourhood 
Centre    Nathan Brown   5120 3850
Cooperating Church       5122 1480
Cricket Club   Ben McCormack  0411 988 843
Exercise Class   Kathleen Millett   5122 2591
    or Kate    5169 6592
Folk Festival   Rick Teychenne   0408 696 243 
Friends of the Upper  Denise Schiller   5169 6425
 Morwell River
Garden Club   Jill Simmonds   5169 6516
Grand Ridge Rail Trail  John Collins   0428 124 554 
Justice of the Peace  Matt Gleeson    0427 696 461
    Gwenda Pither   0427 963 385 
Municipal Emergency Management Officer   1300 367 700
Memorial Hall   Roz Carstairs   0429 383 686
Memorial Park   Colin Brick   5163 1212
Men’s Shed   Neil Cartwright   5169 6592
Open Garden Day  Jill Simmonds   5169 6516
Pilates    Kathleen Millett    5122 2591
Police    Matt Ryan   5169 6222
        0458 839 886
Pony Club    Secretary boolarraponyclub@gmail.com
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group Linda Minter    0447 996 702 
Scouts    Daiel Cook   0423 495 977
Stroke Support Group  Paul Howells   0417 338 816
Wildlife Centre Nanaste  Trent Mills   0409 346 714
Yinnar & District Judo Club Sharon Taylor    0418 681 245
    Peter Brimblecombe   0409 402 459
Yinnar Community Garden Secretary  yinnarcg@gmail.com
Yoga    Kristy Mills    0475 376 015

The Boolarra Link Community Directory

Church Services 
in Boolarra and Yinnar

Catholic Church
Tarwin Street, Boolarra

Service times will be advised in in due course when 
services are on.

Please contact Denise Schiller  on 5169 6425

Anglican and Uniting Churches
 in co-operation

Tarwin Street, Boolarra
1st Sunday 10.00am Anglican Communion.
3rd Sunday 10.00am Uniting Communion.

No Service in Yinnar.

PLEASE NOTE: If there are changes to any 
Link Community Directory 

information, please notify the Boolarra Link Editor:
 Sylvia Sauppe on 5169 6321 

or editor@boolarralink.org.au

What’s on. . . . .
For contact information please refer to the Directory above.

Monday
Exercise Class - 9.30am, all ages, Boolarra Memorial Hall. 
Book Club - 2.00pm, 1st Monday of the month. 
Men’s Shed - Between 10.00am and 4.00pm.
CFA - Every 2nd Monday from 7.00pm - skills training at the station - prospective new members welcome
Quilting and Silk Dyeing Group - 2nd and 4th Monday from11.00am - Multi Purpose Building.
Red Cross - Monthly 1st Monday at 1.00pm, The Boolarra Store
Tuesday
Yoga - 6.00pm-7.30pm  General Class Boolarra Memorial Hall. 
Pilates - 9.30am, Multi Purpose Building.
Wednesday
Men’s Shed - Between 10.00am and 4.00PM.
Yinnar & District Judo Club - during school terms from 6.15pm - 7.30pm, Yinnar Recreation Reserve. 
Thursday
Wool Group - 11.30 am-3.30pm, Multi Purpose Building. 
Blazers Walking Group - Meet 9.00am, Boolarra Recreation Reserve. 
Boolarra Memorial Hall - Bi-Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.30pm, Memorial Hall
Boolarra Community Development Group - Monthly 3rd Thursday at 7.00pm, Multi Purpose Building.
Friday 
Playgroup - 9.30am-11.30am, Multi Purpose Build.
Exercise Class - All ages 10.00am, Yinnar Memorial Hall. 
Sunday
Historical Society - 2.00pm-4.00 pm, 1st Sunday of the month, Boolarra Historical Museum
Pony Club Rally - 2nd Sunday of the month, Recreation Reserve
CFA - 9.00am - 10.00am - Radio testing / equipment maintenance
Boolarra Verandah Jammers - 1.30pm, playing Ukulele every Sunday on the front verandah of the Old Pub.

Groups and Organisations Meeting Times. . . . . 


